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acxiuiK' that. tin', sconcsx <d‘ which tht'y dcelrc to pcrpi't iiatc the nuam 
orw will be round to po>s(\e-; sntfirimil iii((‘rtw( to jnehfy rncj; a no- 
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l)(‘netiled, by a haie ami rranf; aeeonnt id' the rise and [n-oyrirs: <d’ 
one. who. withmit the u'ul of jxnvei'ful fanidy eonnexlious, and nilh 
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The Presidential Canvass of 1840, and its attending occuiTences, 
are af this moment, without reasonahle doubt, subjects of regret 
with ninety-nine hundredths of the sober minded and well in¬ 
formed people of the United States, f^^o one of that number can 
now hesitate in believing that the scenes thro’ which the Country 
passed in that great political whirlwind were discreditable to our 
Institutions and could not fail, if often repeated, to lead to their 
subversion. Indeed nothing could have better served to justify 
and strengthen our reliance upon the sober second-thought of our 
People, than the sense so widely enteTtained of those transactions 
as soon as the passions that produced them had subsided, and the 
fact that no attempt has been since made to revive them. It is the 
duty of every sincere friend to those Institutions to rcgartl with 
forbearance whatever took place at a period & under circumstances 
to so great a degree unfavorable to the diffusion of truth & to a 
correct appreciation of jDubiic measures. 

The defeat of my nomination for re-election .in 1844, after it 

had been demanded by Constituencies represented, by - out of 

- (the whole number of Electors of President and Vice Presi¬ 
dent) was the result of an intrigue that had its origin exclusively 
in the Presidential aspirations of individuals, aided at its inceiDtion 
by prejudices, unjust I hope, but such as the long continued exerciser 
of political power seldom, if ever, fails to generate, and only 
finally made successful by the co-operation of the sla\'e power, 
subsequently & adroitly brought to the assistance of designs al¬ 
ready matured. 

Upon both of these topicks I shall of course have more to say 
hereafter. For the present, it is sufficient to declare, as I do with 
entire sincerity that I have never entertained the thought that a 
majorit}^ of the People designed to deal unjustly with me on either 
occasion. Errors were doubtless committed on ail sides, delusions 
set on foot which there was not time to dissipate and .means, de¬ 
signed for good ends, perverted to bad purposes. But neither of 
these events, important as they were have ever planted in my breast 
a single root of bitterness against the People at large, and it affords 
me equal satisfaction to say that the reconciling influence of Time, 
with the consciousness that I had already enjoyed a larger share 
of popular favor than I could think myself entitled to, have brought 
me to look with complacency, at least, upon the conduct of the in¬ 
dividual actors in those stirring scenes. 

My feelings towards a People, with whom I have had so many 
and such interesting relations are consequently, now, & I trust will 
continue to be those of gratitude and respect. What I may Avrite 
will not therefore proceed, as is often the case Avith those whose 
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public career has been abruptly closed, from a wounded spirit, seek¬ 
ing^ self-vindication, but will, on the contrary be under the control 
of a judgment which satisfies me that I ought to be, as my feelings 
lead me to be, at peace with all the world. I have besides imbibed a 
large share of Mr. Jefferson’s repugnance to “ provings & fendings 
of personal character.” So strong has this feeling been that it has 
induced me, over and over again, to wait for the tardy but certain 
effects of time to vindicate me from unjust censure, when I had 
the means at my command for the prompt & effectual refutation. 

xVfter abandoning a direct attempt to go on with this work, 
commenced more than a year ago, I employed some of my leisure 
moments in the collection of materials. These from tlie irresolu¬ 
tion under which I laboured did not seem to promise results of 
much value, beyond a temporary relief from the self reproach which 
was caused by past neglect. Hoping to arrive at a better mood on 
the course of my travels, I have brought these with me & to them 
has fortunately been added a complete analysis of the Political 
Histor}^ of New York by Judge Hammond, made for me by my 
much beloved & lamented son Martin, who had,'as I find from his 
papers, with the affectionate forethought that characterized him, 
devoted inuch of °his time to similar occupations in anticipation of 
my possible wants & wishes. This supplies me with the chrono¬ 
logical order of early events, which I have found to be, at this 
distance from my papers, an indispensable re(|uisite. 

AVith these scanty preparations, but under the stimulus imparted 
by high heal(:h, the exhilaration of this beautiful situation and 
salubrious climate in the mountains of Sorrento, and the thought¬ 
stirring vicinage of Vesuvius, the promontory of IMisenum, the 
classic Bay of Baiae, the island of Capri, and the exhumed cities 
of Pomi^eii and Herculaneum, I have once more determined to 
overcome that disinclination to mental efforts which has thro’ life 
been my besetting infirmity, and to enter with spirit upon the ac¬ 
complishment of a task, the performance of which I have hitherto 
had too much reason to regard with feelings of despair. 

My family was from Holland, without a single intermarriage 
with one of different extraction from the time of the arrival of the 
first emigrant to that of the marriage of my eldest son, embracing a 
period of over two centuries and including six generations.^ I spent 
a few weeks in Holland, after the abrupt close of my brief mission 
to England in 1832, and was very kindly received by the King, 
AVilliam I. He informed me that a gentleman of my name was at 

° MS. I, p. n. 

^ Tho record of the family of Martin Van Bunm lui.s been traced by Frank .7. Conicling, 
who published it in the New York Genealogical and Biographical Becovd, vol. xxvlii, pp. 
121 and 207.-—W. C. F. 


one time Minister of Foreign Affairs under one of his ancestors; 
that the name was derived from the town of Buren, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Utrechtd which was formerly an Earldom, and from 
which by the marriage of one of his forefathers, he derived one of 
his present titles—that of Count Buren. Of the fact which he sug¬ 
gested that my family was from the same stock I have neither knowl¬ 
edge or belief, or, I may add concern, nor do I feel any temptation 
to clahn family relationship with a branch of the Van Burens of 
Holland as the family is literally extinct, even though its head had 
the honor of connecting her name with that of Nassau^ 

All I know of my ancestors commences with the first emigrant 
from Holland who came over in 1638, and settled in what is now 
called Rensselaer County in the State of New York. His son, 
[Marten], my great Grandfather, moved to Kinderhook and set¬ 
tled on lands conveyed to him in 1669, by a Deed in my possession, 
given pursuant to his father’s will by Derick Wessels, of Albany, 
a distinguished man in his day, as his father’s part of a patent 
granted nominally to Wessels, but for the benefit of his co-]pro- 
prietors.- He and his son Martin and grand-son Abraham (my 
father) lived and died—^the latter at the advanced age of 82—^on 
the lands thus acquired. They Avere all farmers, cultiAmting the 
soil themselves for a livelihood, holding respectable positions in 
society and sustaining throughout unblemished characters, hly 
mother’s maiden name was Goes,” a name also favorably known in 
Dutch annals, and she was regarded by all who Imew her as liber¬ 
ally endowed with the qualities & virtues that adorn the female 
character. My father was an unassuming amiable man who was 
never known to have an enemy. Utterly deAmid of the spirit of 

‘ Tile village of Buren is in tlie Province of Gelderland.—W. C. F. 

“ Finding it in my way on my second visit to Holland in 1854, I paid a visit to tlie 
ancient town of Buren. I found it a pleasant little place containing a population of 
about seven hundred souls. On Inquiry I found that there were yet three of the name 
left & I sent for the eldest. He took mo to the place where Castle Buren, as represented 
on the map, had stood, and showed the ground yet bearing trace.s of a fortified place & of 
its appropriate environs. He pointed out the lands & houses which had belonged to 
the Earldom, but which had all been sold by the French during their dominion in Hol¬ 
land, and were now occupied, doubtless to their great improvement, by the owners of 
the soil. The grounds belonging to the Castle were purchased & are now owned by the 
Corporation. The family had become extinct & their bones had been within a year, 
for reasons he assigned, removed from a previous place of interment and reburied within 
a small yard near the spot where the Castle stood, surrounded by an evergreen hedge, 
and shaded by a weeping willow in the centre, to the expense of which, he said, the King 
had contributed liberally. A spot had been reserved for my guide, not he said, as a 
relation, but as the oldest of the name in the town. 

- Cornells Mae.ssen, the first of the line, sailed for America in the vessel Renssa- 
laerswyck in the summer of 1631, bringing his wife, Catalyntje Martense, and a son, 
Marten. They settled on the Van Ronssalaer property at a place called Fapskuee, on the 
east side of the Hudson River, near Greenbush. A generation appears to have been 
omitted in this account, for the son of Maessen, Marten, did not remove to Kinderhook. 
The son of Marten, Pieter Martense, removed to that place, and his son, Marten, was 
the grandfather of the Pi’esident.—W. C. P. 

8 Maria Goes [Hoes] widow of .Tohannes A^an Alen.—W. C. F. 
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accumulation, his property, originally moderate, was gradually re¬ 
duced until he could but illy afford to bestow the necessary means 
upon the education of his children. My advantages, in that re¬ 
spect, were therefore limited to those afforded by the village academy 
& I was at a very early age (I believe not more than fifteen or 
sixteen), placed in a lawyers office where I remained for several 
years. It has thro’ life been to me a source of regTet that I had not 
pursued the course so often successfully adopted by our New Eng¬ 
land young men under like circumstances,—^that is to spend a por¬ 
tion of their time in teaching the lower branches of learning, and, 
with the means thus obtained, to acquire access for themselves to 
the highest. 

My mind might have lost a portion of its vivacity, in the.plodding 
habits formed by such a course, but it could not have failed to acquire 
in the elements of strength supplied by a good education much 
more than it lost. In place of the studies by which I would thus 
have given employment to an uncommonly active mind I adopted 
at a very early age the practice of appearing as Counsel before 
Arbitrators and inferior tribunals and my success was such as 
to give rise to exaggerated impressions that were brought before 
the public in the course of my after political career. Altho’ my 
mind was in this way severely and usefully disdplined for the 
examination and discussion of facts, & the practice in that respect 
was eminently useful, yet the tendency of the course of training was 
adverse to deep study, and gave an early direction and character 
to my reading that I was never able to change. Instead of laying 
up stores of useful knowledge, I read for amusement and trusted 
to my facility for acquiring necessary information when occasions 
for its use presented themselves. I was born with a sanguine tem¬ 
perament, the mental features of which as described by Dr, Mayo 
(the well loiown English Surgeon and author) “are a disposition 
ardent, hasty and impetuous; the spirits high and buoyant, a ca¬ 
pacity for intellectual exertions of the strongest Irind or highest 
flight, but often capricious and ill sustained,” in contradistinction 
from those of the “mixed or equal temperament” which is, he says, 
“well disposed towards great and continually renewed exertions.” 
I feel free to say that I have never been able to overcome the tend¬ 
encies ascribed to the former. 

How often have I felt the necessity of a regular course of reading 
to enable me to maintain the reputation I had acquired and to sus¬ 
tain me in my conflicts with able and better educated men, and re¬ 
solved to enter upon it without further delay! But ever in a whirl 
of excitement, and absorbed by the cares attached to the new public 
stations to which I was successively elevated I was sure to fall back, 


I 



;tfter a few spasmodic efforts, to my old habit of roadino lii it 
matters^ to relieve the mind and to raise it out of the riiLs ni which 
long thinking on one class of subjects is so apt to sink it, leaving the 
weightier matters of the law, as well as those that appertained to 
public affairs to the period when it became indispensable to gra])pli‘ 
with them. I am now amazed that with such disadvantages I should 
have been able to pass through such contests as it has been my lot to 
encounter with so few discomfitures. Much adroitness was olteii 
necessary to avoid appearing in debate until I had been able to 
make myself master of the subject under discussion. That reinai'k- 
able man John Eandolph, in one of his morbid moods, wrote a. serhs 
of letters to General Jackson in which he assailed Mr. Calhoun with 
"reat se^'eritj^ and at the same time laboured to divert the General 
from a purpose he attributed to him—^that of making me his suc¬ 
cessor. These General Jackson, as was his habit in regard to all 
private letters designed to sow tares between us, sent to nu'. for my 
penisal: Among many curious and characteristic observations in re¬ 
gard to myself he said that in his long experience in public life ho 
had scarcely ever met with a single prominent man less iiiforiiu'd 
than myself upon great questions when they were first prc.- 
seiited, or who understood them better when I came to their 
discussion. I remember well the General’s hearty laugh wluui lu- 
heard me subscribe to the justice of the description. Few can Inn i* 
been more entirely indebted for whatever success may at any l.iiiie 
have crowned intellectual efforts to uncultivated nature than niyscl I’, 
yet I do not remember the occasion when I succeeded in satisfying 
my friends that I did not feel that I could have done much bcttiu* 
if I had possessed better advantages of Education and study, ricncc. 
my resolutions revived at almost every period of my life to become a 
severe student—resolutions which were frustrated, if not, as the 
Apostle says of sin, by a war in my members, certainly by one in 
my unconquerable mental habits. 

cannot pass from the subject of iny early professional career 
in inferior tribunals without a caution to my young’ friends, the 
circumstances of whose start in life may resemble my own, against 
the adoption of a similar course. The temptation to anticipate ]')ro- 
fessional fame is a strong one, and my success, humble as it has been, 
is well calculated to mislead young men of genius and ambition. 
^VliatcAer the degi*ee of that success may have been they may bo 
assured that it would have been much greater and more substantial 
if like many others, who may not have succeeded as well, I had first 
ac<]uiied a sound education and stored my mind with useful knowl- 

“ MS. r, p. 10. 
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edge. After those invaluable objects are substantially accomplished, 
many advantages may be derived from the practice I pursued; but 
if those acquisitions do not precede its adoption they will in all 
probability never be made. 

I was admitted to the Bar of the Supreme Coui-t in the Fall of 
1803, and gave my first vote in the ensuing spring in the celebrated 
Gubernatorial election between Aaron Burr, and Morgan Lewis. 

Altho’ I had for some time before been entrusted with professional 
business, and, as a zealous politician, represented my county at the 
age of nineteen in a District Convention held at Troy, which nom¬ 
inated John P. Van Ness for Congress, yet both my professional 
and political career can only be considered as commenced at this 
period. The families which had hitherto taken the lead in the 
politics of my native town were the Van Ness on the Republican, 
and the Van Schaack and the Silvester on the Federal side. They 
had been op^oosed to each other, as Wliigs and Tories in the Revolu¬ 
tion, and they imbibed the prejudices and resentments engendered by 
Civil War; they had also been arrayed in adverse ranks in all the 
political divisions that had subsequently arisen, but ’by a remark¬ 
able combination of circumstances I was, at my first appearance on 
the political stage, placed in direct opposition to those influential 
families and their friends as a united body, and experienced a full 
share in the intolerance that characterized the times. 

Mr. Silvester,^ in whose office I had been placed as a student, 
was a just and honorable man. Such was also the character of 
his venerable father, and indeed of all the members of his family. 

° His Uncles, the Van Schaacks. and their numerous connexions, 
including the wideh?- known and justlj?' respected Peter Van Schaack, 
were persons of much reputation and distinction.' But they were 
all ardent politicians, and some of them very violent in their feelings. 

Efforts to divert me from my determined course were not wanting. 

I will refer to but one of them. After the election of 1798 or ’9. 
when I was between sixteen and seventeen years of age, Elisha 
Williams, who in the sequel became my principal professional com¬ 
petitor. arrived in the village, and announced the success of the fed¬ 
eral candidates, of whom Peter Silvester, the father of my instructor 
and one of the purest men I ever Imew, was one. There followed, 
of course, a gathering of the faithful—a firing of cannon and all 
the usual methods of rejoicing over political success, continuing 
until night. It was noticed that I did not participate in these 
expressions, and whilst a collection of choice spirits, (of whom 
an elder half-brother of mine was one) were drinking their Avine 
and singing “Hail Columbia!” and other patriotic songs in an 

1 Friincis Sllveater. “ MS. I, p. 15. 
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npper room, Compline q-i , 

merchant, and a generous nlbf “I’ instmctor , 

^ate of n>y feelings, came ’out “d „observed ke 
Having declined his invitatil wvT*^ earnestly to join them 
fan^ess, I retired to his 

„ ™- Some time after midnivbT fa ^ absence of liis 

od on opening it, admitted Mr s 5T‘’\^ blocking at the door, 

mo “y bed, and hTihil I”" bis instance 

more than an hour oocupi^ ? by its side, and for 

bich ought to induce me to ad ?*! ™ Presenting the reasons 

oblin’ ™'’ “obcited me to do so Iftl of the Federal 

obvious concern for my welfare whT fr'' earnestness and 

After hearing him out I renlie 1 ^i^ but respect. 

ooffWy the iindness of his b appreciated thor- 
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temporary accommodation I might obtain from other sources; but 
at this juncture my half brother stepped forward and loaned me all 
I wanted. The prompt return of the forty dollars to Mr, Van Ness 
closed our pecuniary relations in advance of the change that soon 
after took place in those of a personal and political character. 

The war between Colonel Burr, and the Clintonians was then 
raging with its greatest severity, and the contest which closed the 
political career of the former took place in the ensuing spring. 
Mr. William P. Van Ness carried me occasionally to visit Colonel 
Burr at Eiclimond Hill, and I met him sometimes at Mr. Van 
Ness’s house. He treated me with much attention, and my sym¬ 
pathies were excited by his subsequent position. Having entered 
upon the practice of my profession in my native town, under very 
favorable circiunstances and already acquired the rep>utation of an 
active politician, the course I would take in the election became a 
question of considerable local interest. The relation in which I 
had stood to the Van Ness family, with my known personal par¬ 
tiality for Colonel Burr, created so strong an impression that I 
would support him, that my friends have often in later years been 
called upon to defend me against the charge of having been a Burr- 
ite. In reply to a friendly and very proper letter from William P. 
Van Ness I stated to him the grounds upon which I had decided to 
support the Kepublican candidate Morgan Lewis. These letters are 
still among my papers.^ Notwithstanding this, Mr. John P. Van 
Ness came from Washington to attend the election, and re-opened 
the matter to me. I explained to him at our first interview the 
stand I had taken, and the grounds of it. He however continued 
the discussion for several clays, until not finding me disposed to yield, 
he stopped abruptly in the street, and said, with emjohasis, “I see. 
Sir, that you are determined upon your course,” I replied, “Yes, 
Sir! I told you so at the beginning.” He immediately said “ Good 
morning. Sir! ” with a very grave look and tone, turned on his heel, 
and walked off. From that moment our friendship terminated, and 
our social relations even were suspended for nearly twenty years. 
We encountered each other in the newspajoers and at the polls, and 
when I offered my vote, the first I ever gave, his father, Peter Van 
Ness, and Peter Van Schaack, who had been, as I have already said, 
at variance since the Pevolution, but were now both ardent sup¬ 
porters of Col. Burr, came forward, arm in arm, accompanied by 
the son of the latter, who, with their approbation, challenged my 
vote. Altho’ the inspectors declared themselves satisfied, I was com¬ 
pelled to take the oath prescribed by law—an indig!nity which at the 


^William P. Van A'ess to Van Buren, 22 February,' 1804, and Van Buren’s reply, 3 3 
March, 1804. 


AiVLiLiliUAlN . 


iO 

next election I retaliated upon young Van Schaack in a way as 
technically lawful as his OAvn, but which stung him and his friends 
too deeply to be soon forgotten. 

Peter Van Ness and Peter Van Schaack, whose combined influence 
frowned so harshly upon the commencement of my political career 
were men of no common mark. Judge Van Ness commenced life 
in the humble but respectable trade of a wheehvright, with very 
little education, and yet by the force of a strong intellect and an 
indomitable spirit, he raised himself to high positions as w^ell in 
the government as in the society in which he lived. As early as 
the French War in 1756, and at the age of nineteen, he commanded 
a company, by their own choice, and served with them in Canada. 
He afterwards commanded a Eegiment at the capture of Burgoyne 
in 1777. He was a prominent member, perhaps the most so, of the 
Committee of Public Safety for his County, during the Revolu¬ 
tionary War, State Senator, Member of the Council of Appoint¬ 
ment, Member of the Convention for the Adoption of the Consti¬ 
tution, and First Judge of his County, which office he held at the 
time of his death. He was intolerant in his political opinion and 
arbitrary in his disposition. The traditions of the neighbourhood, 
in which he lived and died, abound with anecdotes of his fiery temper 
and personal courage, and in the epitaph on his tombstone, erected 
at Lindenwald, forty years after his death, and after the place had 
been some time mine, he is described by his eldest son, General flolm 
I^. Van Ness, as “ an honest brave man, wdio feared nothing but his 
God.” My opposition to° his views, which he regarded as a species 
of treason in a stripling and a member of a family with whom he 
had been connected at marriage and had been always intimate, joro- 
duced during the canvass unplefisant collisions between us that made 
it difficult to treat him wdth the respect due to his years and posi¬ 
tion, and his death occurred too soon after those exciting scenes to 
give his anger time to subside. In that interval I had but one meet¬ 
ing with him, and that under circumstances that I had reason to 
believe did not aggravate his prejudice. His son William, having 
been the second of Col. Burr in his duel with Gen. Hamilton, whidr 
took place soon after the election, finding it prudent to leave the 
city of New York after the result was Imown came to his father’s 
house at Kinderhook. 

He informed me by a friendly note, of his desire to go to Albany, 
and to consult with me, before'going, in regard to his right to be 
bailed if he should be arrested there, and for that purpose asked me 
to call on him at his father’s house. Happy in the opportunity thus 
afforded to shew him that our differences in regard to the election 
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had made none in my friendly feelings towards him I started at 
once for his father’s residence without a thought of the existing rela¬ 
tions between the old gentleman and myself. As I approached the 
porch of the house built and then owned and occupied by Judge Van 
Xess, I perceived that the lower half of the old-fashioned front door 
which was divided through the middle (a style greatly favored by 
our Dutch ancestors) was-closed, and the upper open, at which the 
Judge was seated close to and with his back against the lower door, 
for the benefit of the light, reading a newspaper. Hearing my steps 
he looked around and perceiving me, instantly resumed his reading 
in a maimer that precluded me from addressing him. The door for 
explanation, as well as that for entrance, being thus closed upon me, 
and not feeling disposed to retreat, I seized the knocker which was 
hanging near his head, and gave it a. somewhat emphasized rap, and 
as I did so I saw a smile upon his countenance of which my position 
afforded me a profile view. His son answered the summons imme-. 
diately, spoke to his father, (who passed into the drawing room 
without looking behind liiin) and opened the door for me. He pro¬ 
posed a walk to the neighboring bank of the creek to prevent inter¬ 
ruption from visitors. We passed thro’ the Hall, and, as we left 
the hquse by the back door, he apologized to me for having forgot¬ 
ten the relations between his father and myself, which would have 
made it more proper fqr him to come to me. I told him he was not 
to blame, for, in the pre-occuptioii of the moment, I had forgotten 
them myself, but thought the circumstances bid fair to improve our 
intercourse, and then described the old gentleman’s irrepressible 
amusement at the free use I had made of the knocker. He laughed 
and said that he had no doubt his father was pleased with the w^ay, 
so much in character with his own decisive temper, in which I had 
extricated myself from the embarrassment in which he had placed 
me. The Judge died in the succeeding month of December, pos¬ 
sessed of considerable wealth. The estate on which he had long 
resided, and on which he was buried, was originally settled by a 
family who were relations of my father. It was sold at the close 
of the Eevolutionary War to pay the debts of the then head of the 
family, and purchased by the Judge. He devised it to his son 
William, in whose hands it went thro’ a similar process, and was 
purchased by one of his creditors who sold it to me. In the many 
alterations and improvements I have made in the house I have pre¬ 
served the old double-door, and its knocker, as interesting memorials 
of my last interview with its orignal owner. 

During my long official residence, at Washington, very courteous 
relations were maintained with my old friend Gen. John P. Van 
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N^gsSj blit h6 bv no mGtiiis liked my politicfil principles. My (.oiiise 
in regard to the currency and particularly in respect to the Banks' 
of tlie District of Columbia, in one of which he was deeply interested, 
displeased him so much, as to induce him to come to our county in 
1840, to speak and electioneer against my re-election. Having, at an 
early day, obtained my peianission to erect a monument over his 
father’s grave, he came up for that purpose, not a great while before 
his death, but with an eindent resolution that our intercourse should 
be of the most reserved character. Altho’ the business he had in 
hand would detain him some days, he declined my invitation to stay 
with me, and, at first, every other advance on my part to facilitate 
his operations. I notwithstanding directed my people to give him 
all the assistance he needed, and on the second day he consented to 
dine with me. He did the same on each succeeding day, and left me 
when his work was finished with feelings as kind as those which 
existed at the commencement of our acquaintance. We visited the 
tomb together on the last day of his staj?- and he read aloud the 
inscription on the monument, and when he came to the words com¬ 
memorating his father’s bravery, which I have elsewhere quoted, ho 
turned to me and said emphatically “ You, Sir, know that this is 
true;” to which I very heartily and sincerely assented, d'ho Gen¬ 
eral died shortly afterwards. I did not see him again. I ham 
thought this brief notice due to a gentleman with whom I was at the 
commencement of my career so closely connected, and who was in 
every sense a remarkable man. 

Peter Van Schaack was a native of Kinderhook. His family was 
among its first settlers, and generally independent in their circum¬ 
stances. He was a graduate of Columbia College and had every fa¬ 
cility afforded him for improvement. Of these he did not fail to 
avail himself and came to be extensively and justly regarded as a 
finished scholar as well as a learned Counsellor. Having studied the 
Common law thoroughly as a science and made himself master of its 
general principles, their ap^ffication to particular cases was to him 
always a matter of pleasant entertainment rather than of labour. A 
diffidence which he could not overcome prevented him from becoming 
a successful advocate, but his legal opinions were generally respected. 
He was through life, excepting the period of the War of the Bevolu- 
tion, the friend and close companion of Jay, Benson, and Sedgwick, 
but those ties were suspended by the course he took in that great- 
struggle. They became prominent and efficient Wliigs, while his 
principles made him a Tory. The correspondence between Mr. Jay 
and himself, while they stood in that position of antagonism, which 
is published in a very creditable life of Mr. Van Schaack, written by 
his son, does high and enduring honor to both parties. He was ban- 




isluul, :in(l ivKidc'd in Kurland until {ha close of liu> War. WIumi hc'. 
returned Mi‘. ,)ay nu'l liini ;d lli(‘ wliaid' and ii’a\a* him a cordial and 
i!;en('rons rc'cc'plion. Ih' resuiiK'd (lu> pi-aclicc' of his prolVssion and 
in tlu^ proo'ress of (inie lu'canu' once more' iinih'.d in polil.ical ])rinciple 
with (xov. day and tl»e olhei* friends 1 hav(', na.nual in tin' ranlcs of 
lh(^ fedcM-al pai'ly. Allho’lu'. oc(m[)ied an (‘iniiu'nl. position at. tlu* liar 
and in Society for half a C(Mitiiry following' lu' was never e.iect.t'd t.o 
any [iiihlic ollita', nor was lu' to my knowhMle(> e\’ei'^ a candidate: foi‘ 
oiu'. 11(> li^'e(l in times and in loca'tions which woiihl liav(' Ixum fa,- 
\-oral)h'’ to his eh'clion, if lie had divsiiaal it, Imidiis si^iit la'canie .<>’rad-- 
nally iinpaircal, ending in total hlindiu'ss. d'hat circiimslanc(‘ and 
fc'c'lin^’s of delicacy coniu'cti'd with his course', in the K('.\’olut.ion Ue'pt 
him out of tlu' Ari'iia, as a candidate', hut. elid neit. pre^•ent. him fi'eim 
heiniL'- a (heirenicii jiartisan. 

Ilis pre'.jiielie'e's a,<j,’ainst. nu'. in e'arly life' were eif {.he rankest kinei, 
lint, he'ini*- fi'e'ejiu'ntly as.soe'iateel as e‘oiinse'1 in iinpeirlant.. pred’cssioual 
Imsine'ss, in whie'h einr fe'e'linjes we'i'e' elc'e-ply ('idisteel, we. eianie' t.ei 
uneh'rstand anel tei like' e'ae'h eitlu'r ’hc'tte'i’. h'eir a- sc'.rie's eif years 
he.feire'. his eh'alh eair re'hdie)ns we'r(> eif a. fi'ie'nelly e-haracter -peiiitie's 
always exea'iite'el. In re'S'iK'ct te) the' latte'i' we ne'vc'r made' an ap- 
(iimae'h teiwarel aeieeii’d, and lint- a. lew ye'ars lie'.feu’e' his eh'atli, he', 
we'iit, eihl and hlinel as he' was, t.e> the' Peills lei veite’. a<j;'ainsl' me, in 
m\' e.an\'a.ss lor the' eillicei of (love'rneir eif Ne'w Voi’K', anel in faN’eir 
eif a <i;e'nth'luan wlieini 1 kiu'w he' diel nevl. like', pe'rsemally, half as 
we'II a.s he', like'e! me'.‘ My faith in the', e'apae'ity <if tlu' iniasse's eif the', 
Ik'ople elf eiiir ('einnt ry to ^en'e'i’n (lu'inse'l ve's, tinel in the'ir o'e'iie'ral 
inte'grity in the', e.xe'i-cise' eif that, fune'tiem, was very eh'e'ieleel a,nel 
was more anel nieii-e' si re-nejhe'iie’e! as niy inte'i’e-eiurso with t.lie'in ex- 
te'iieleel." Of this lu' hael, tei use', the' mileh‘.‘il te'rm, very little'. 'Du'. 
limite'.d {'.xle'iit tei- whie'h his nature weiidel alleiw him to e'lite'rlaiii it. 
was, at. an e'ai'ly and crilie-al pe'rieid, o\'('.i*thrown, anel the' se've're 
pe'iudties indie’ti'el npein his imlie'lief, deiulilh'ss f>;ave tei his lee'lin^s 
in this re'trard a-e’harae'le'r eif harshne'ss, I )i Deri no; so wieie'ly at. the', 
startinjji; peiinl, eiur vie'Ws lie'canu' mtire’. eH^'e'riSi,'('nl. at. e've't’y sl('p we 
teieik in ]ieilil,ie‘S, as We'll in J'CjL^arel to nu'n as t.ei nu'.asurt's. On my 
lirsi, re'turn fi'eini Kn^lanel I visileei Kinderheievk, anel he'ai'ini>’ that 
lu'. was lyin<i^ heipe'le'ssly ill, I was ein tlu' point, eif startina' lei se'e' 
him, wile'll his seiii e'ame' wit-h an invifatiem freiiii him that I sheiuiel 
eleisei; aiiel I was eh'e'ply injpres.-s'el with t he*, .seile'innily ed’ the* inte'r- 
\'icw. I feiiniel him lyiiia mi a le'iiipeirary lie'el in his library, wlu're' 
hc elesire'd lei die', anel where ! hael :«> eifte'u see'ii him in the' fidl 
jioS'e‘s-.ion and e’xe're'i'-'e* eef hi:, peiwerfiil me'iital fiU'.nItie.'e. As seieiii 
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as T (Milom] lia had hiiusaif raiscal in his hmi, t'XltMuli'd hi- hand Id 
mo and oxpivssotl his salisfat'!i(ni a( seeing me. He .said that lie 
was going through liis last, change, -and on my t‘Xjn’i‘'--inii’ a luiju' 
that such might, not. prove, to he (he cas(\ he stoppeil im\ and .said 
“No!” he Inul lived out. (he full niea.sinx' (d‘ his day.-., and emild imi 
he. too thankrul (liat. liis inenla! raenities had heei\ pre-s'rved till hi-; 
last inoinent.s. !(• so ha{>p<'ned (ha( I had niadi' luy (df lamiliai* 
wit-li the place of his n'sidenet' during his (>xile in lamdon. ami he 
liskmed with in(.(*rest. to my description of its pre-cut enuditiun. 
He spok('. kindly and con.si(h'ra((dy td' thi‘ ladatimi.-- that had e\i (ed 
hetweeii ii.s, ami I was .struck with his ('vitkmt dc.-in* to malo* the. 
civil things his gimtlenmnly di.sposition imhieial him to '-ay rim 
form strictly t.o (he rac(, witliout re\iving unpleasant rcenlleelinn . 
In bidding nil' farewidl J’orever lie .said I am happy. Sir, to think 
that, we have, always been” frJiNil.s he .si'emed ahniii ft> aild. hut. 
im.using a moment, he couiinued "//uif tfou tihr,nis .‘n » at, 

you, t'/xiffd J\ indt rhook." In a day or two I heard (hat fhi.s 
dis(inguisheil imm had ceased to live. 



CHAPTER II. 


I remained in the practice of the law twenty five 3 ’ears, and until 
I entered upon the duties of the office of Governor, since which I 
have never appeared in a professional capacity before aiw judicial 
tribunal, comprising from iny admission to the present time a 
period of fifty one years. For my business I was to a. marked extent 
indebted to the publick at large, having received but little from the 
Mercantile interest or from Corporations, and none from the great 
landed aristocracies of the comitry. It was notwithstanding fully 
equal to my desires and far beyond my most sangnijie expectations. 
I was not worth a shilling when I commenced my professional career. 
I have never since owed a debt that I could not pay on demand nor 
known what it is to want money, and I retired from the practice 
of iny profession with means adequate to my own support, and to 
leave to my children, not large estates, but as much as I think it for 
their advantage to receive. The cases in which I was employed em¬ 
braced not only the ordinary subjects of litigation between man 
and man in communities like that in which I resided but extended 
to the most intricate and important causes that arose during the last 
fifteen or twenty years of my practice. In the management of those 
I was repeatedly associated with and opposed to such men as Richard 
Harrison, Aaron Burr, Thomas Addis Emmett, Daniel Webster, 
John Wells, John V. Plenry, Peter Van Schaack, Abraham Van 
Vechten, David B. Ogden, Samuel A. Talcott and Elisha Williams— 
a galaxy of great lawyers scarcely equalled in the professional ranks 
of any country. 

Elisha Williams, altho’ ten years my senior was my professional 
antagonist thro’ the whole of my professional career. We were for 
a long succession of years employed in almost every cause that was 
tried at the Bar of Columbia County, where we both resided, and 
almost always on opposite sides. We were at the same time promi¬ 
nent leaders in our respective political parties, and both warm-par¬ 
tisans. To the danger of imbibing personal prejudice from these 
prolific sources was added that which threatened the discharge of 
adverse duties in cases embittered by the strong personal antipathies 
of the parties to the litigation; and yet, with a constant indulgence 
in what is called loose, and means liberal |)ractice, we never had, to 
my recollection, a motion before the Court for relief against techni¬ 
cal or formal advantages taken on either side. I invariably en¬ 
countered him with more apprehension at the Circuits than any of 
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the great men I have named, and I am sure I speak but the opinion 
of his professional contemporaries when I say that lie was tho gieai- 
est nisi-'prlus lawyer of the New York Bar. It seemed scarcely jios- 
sible to excel his slrill in the examination of witnesses or bis ad¬ 
dresses to the July, but with these his ambition seemed satisfietl 5 for 
arguments at the Term he was seldom well prepared and far less 
successful. On closing our last professional concern after my re¬ 
tirement he expressed to me by letter his great satisfaction that in 
a practice so peculiarly exciting as ours had been we had never any 
cause for personal complaint in our professional proceedings and 
tendered me assurances of his respect and esteem, feelings wliicli 
were very cordially reciprocated on my part. 

The briefest sketch.of the incidents of such a professional career 
as mine has been would yet be too long for insertion here, assuming 
that they would be of sufficient interest so long after their occiii-eiice, 
to justify it. They must therefore, with one or two exceiDtions, be 
left to the judicial reports, and to the traditions of tlie times. 'The 
exceptions, as will be seen, have more than professional relations. 

My employment as Counsel to contest the title of the Livingston 
family to the Manor which bears their name, has been a fruitful 
scource of misrepresentation of both my professional and polit/ical 
conduct, and I will therefore be excused for placing that niattiu' 
upon its true ground. Did the subject possess no other interest tluin 
my own vindication from unmerited aspersions I would, on the ])rin- 
ciple by which. I am governed in the preparation of tliis Memoir, 
pass it by. But a brief and true statement of a matter which has, at 
intervals for nearly a century produced bitter litigation and violence, 
making repeated appeals to jnilitary aid necessary to the prc'sc.rva- 
tion of the public order, and in regard to which the acts of dis¬ 
tinguished individuals have been brought in question, cannot be with¬ 
out interest. 

Eobert Livingston, in the year 1684, obtaiimd a Patent from 
the Crown for a strip of Land on the Eastern shore of the 
North (or Hudson) Kiver, stretching from the Northern i'o the 
Southern Boundary of the Manor, as it is now held, and extending 
into -the woods so far as to contain Eighteen Hundred acres, with, 
a reference to monuments at each end of the strip, which are jiow 
the North and South bounds of the Patent. A short time uHer- 
wards he obtained another Patent for what was then and has ever 
since been known as Tackkanic (Taghkanie'O EhUs lying East of tlie 
first Tract, and supposed to contain eight hundred Morgheus of 
land. Both grants contained definite bounds and distinct quaiii.ities. 
In 1686 he obtained a Patent of Confirmation, which incites tlu', two 
pievious Patents, and states that the tracts described in them iiu 
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adjacen\t to each other. This Patent contains apt words graPting 
and confirming to him and to his heirs the said Tracts of land, 
therein represented to have been previously gTanted and now de¬ 
scribed by exterior bounds, referring tO'natural objects, which bounds 
included the present Manor. In point of fact the lands embraced 
in the two first Patents lay from eighteen to tw'enty miles apart 
from each other, and the intermediate lands constitute the principal 
part of the present Manor, amoimting to some acres, 

whilst the tracts contained in the original Patents amount to be¬ 
tween three and four thousand. That this representation was the 
act of the applicant for the Patent and that it was grossly untrue 
are undeniable facts. They have never been controverted because 
they could not be denied, and there is not the slightest doubt that if 
the Government at ° TTome had become apprised of the glaring 
falsity upon which the Patent of Confirmation was granted, and 
had, within a proper time, instituted proceedings to vacate it, the 
Patent would have been declared void. Why it was not done, and 
why this indirect course was originally pursued by Mr. Livingston, 
and why he did not afterwards apply for and obtain an original 
Patent not referring to and wholly independent of those which were 
tainted wdtlr the fraud, are questions wdiich wdll probably never be 
solved. The regulations in force in regard to the quantity for 
which grants to individuals were authorized when the first Patents 
Avere granted, the footing on which he stood with the Government 
at the different periods wdien they were issued, and a natural re¬ 
pugnance to an aclmowledgnient of the original Error may each 
have had their influence in controlling his course, and there may 
have been inducements of which we have no knowledge or suspicion. 
But instead of adopting the course I have referred to, Mr. liv- 
ingst-on made it the business of his life, as it has been that of his 
heirs, to uphold the tainted title by a succession of acts on the part 
of the Crown, by its Colonial Government, and on the part of the 
State Authority aftei* the Revolution, to strengthen the Patent of 
Confirmation, and his claim under it. 

The fact of the misrepresentation and the fraud involved in it 
was open to the tenants, and the ground readily taken that no after 
acts, bottomed on that original fraud could render the title valid. 
This state of things gave rise to periodical agitations and repeated 
outbreakings among the tenants from about the year 1760 to the 
present time; one or more arose before I was born, one whilst I 
was a student at law, one whilst I was at the Bar, and one after 
1 left it. IVlren I was retained by the Committee who represented 
the Tenants, I gave the main opinion in writing in which I held, 
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First, that the Patent of 1636 (the first which covered the Manor) 
was void on account of the-fraudulent misrepresentation it con¬ 
tained and on which it was founded, and was not made valid by 
the subsequent Patents which recited it, and were, in that respect, 
avowedly designed trs Patents of Confirmation only; and Secondly, 
That the effect of the possession of the claimants under it and of 
the statutes of limitation in barring the rights of the State was 
a question of greater difficulty, in regard tO' which I must not be 
understood as encouraging them with a prospect of a favorable 
result. A suit to try titles was brought by Thomas Addis Emmett 
as Attorney General on behalf of the State, but before it could 
be brought to trial, he was displaced from office by a political 
change, and succeeded by Abraham Van Vechten. The Committee 
not believing that they could be properly prepared at the first 
Circuit for which the cause was noticed for trial, in which opinion 
their counsel, including Mr. Emmett, (whom they had retained 
after his removal) concurred, and assuming that their wishes for 
a postponement until the next Circuit would, under the circum¬ 
stances, be respected; took no preparatory steps. These views and 
wishes were communicated to Mr. Van Vechten, on his arrival at 
Hudson, who declined to comply with them, and decided to pro¬ 
ceed in the trial. The Committee protested against this decision, 
and refused to take any part in the investigation. The trial, vir¬ 
tually an ex-'pcirte proceeding, resulted in a verdict for the defend¬ 
ants. JNo farther steps were taken whilst I was at the Bar, but the 
matter was, as is well known, subsequently revived and bitterly 
contested. 

Wliilst the proceedings first referred to were going on, I was 
called upon by Gen. Jacob K. Van Kensselaer, accompanied by Mr. 
Williams, and informed that a report was in circulation on the 
Manor, that he had said on the floor of the House of Assembly, in 
a debate on a petition of the tenants, “that‘the tenants were not 
fit to govern themselves, and deserved to have a Master”—^that 
this report was doing him great injury in the matter of his re^ 
election, and that, as I could not believe that he had said so, he 
wished me to authorize the Newspaper to contradict the report in 
my name as the most effectual way of putting it down. I asked 
him whether he had any suspicion that the report had been in any 
degree countenanced by me. He replied,—“ not the slightest ”—that 
he had fully satisfied himself upon that point. I then told him 
that he had .done me but justice in that regard, that I had never 
heard of the report before, and had no hesitation in saying to him 
and to Mr. Williams that I believed him to be a man of too inuch 
good sense to make such a remark, and this I thought would be 
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tli6 gGHGicil opinion. Cut I cidclGd tliat their pre.s.s Inid been for a 
long time and was at that very moment teeming with the most 
outiageous calumnies against me on the same general subject charg¬ 
ing me with things which he could not but be satisfied were false, 
but that I heard of no attempts on his part or that o^f his friends to 
check their course ,* that I would point out the libels to which I 
alluded, shew him their falsity, if that were necessary, and that the 
moment I found him interfering in my behalf, as he wished me to 
do for him, I would with pleasure comply with his wishes;—until 
then I must decline to do so. He refused to connect other matters 
with his request and was as persistent in making it as I was in de¬ 
clining it. He then gave me notice that he would call a meet¬ 
ing of, the People of the Manor towns, on a day and at a place 
he named, at which meeting he would charge me with writing a 
letter during the preceding winter (as he had been credibly in¬ 
formed was the case), to a member of the Legislature—^Mr. Whal- 
lon advising him .to stave off action on the Tenant’s petition until 
after the Spring elections, with a view to securing the favourable 
effect on those elections of the pendency of the matter. I assured 
him that his information was entirely false, and offered to give 
him a letter, authorizing Mr. AVhallon to furnish him with copies 
of any letters I had written to him, or to obtain copies for him 
myself. He declined the offer and called his meeting. I sent a 
messenger to the place with a letter, addressed to the Chairman 
of the meeting narrating what had taken place between the Gen¬ 
eral and myself—giving the fullest contradiction to the revelation 
he proposed to make, and requesting to have my letter read to the 
meeting. The Chairman put my communication in his pocket, and 
allowed Gen. Van Kensselaer to make his statement—without say¬ 
ing one word to the meeeting about its receipt or contents. 

When informed of this I published a card in the Newspapers and 
in Hand bills, denouncing in the strongest terms the falsity of the 
General’s accusations, and called a meeting at the same place for 
the purpose of making the same denial in person. I gave the Gen¬ 
eral notice of the time, place, and object of the meeting with an invi¬ 
tation to attend. When my friend Mr. Morell, and myself arrived 
at the place of meeting we found a very large assemblage of people, 
and among them General Van Rensselaer, Mr. Williams and several 
members of the Livingston family and their Agents. As soon as the 
meeting was organized I rose and stated my object in calling it— 
submitted to it certified copies of the only letters I had written to 
Mr. Whallon—denied the charge upon which the General had ar¬ 
raigned me before them and called upon him to maintain it if he 
could. He stood in a remote part of the room, but did not then 
speak or shew any disposition to do so. After a pause I rose again, 


and, repeating what had transpired, claimed that liis continued 
silence must under the circumstances be regarded by the meeti ng as 
a confession that his charge was untrue. He then came forward, 
greatly agitated, and made an earnest appeal to the meeting, whicli 
he concluded by pledging himself that if I would commence a snii: 
against him, he would, as the words were not actionable, deposit in 
Court five hundred dollars, as stipulated damages, to be forfeited if 
he did not prove the charge. I promised to comply with the .sug¬ 
gestion, and contented myself with asking the meeting to remember 
my prediction that the Deposit would never be made. After the 
close of the Election I called upon him to redeem his iDromisc, when 
he replied that he had, at the time, limited the period within which 
the call was to be made, and as that had expired he now declined to 
make the Deposit; a declaration which the whole assembly before 
whom his pledge had been given knew to be unfounded. The pub¬ 
lication of our correspondence closed the affair between, the Ceneral 
and myself. I also brought a libel suit against the Editor ‘ of the 
federal newspaper for a still broader ° and libelous impeachment of 
my conduct and motives’ in the Manor controversy. ^ This I ceased 
to prosecute on the application of Mr. Williams made by a. letter in 
v/hich he disclaimed for the Editor a design to accuse me of any¬ 
thing beyond or inconsistent with my professional rights and duties, 
claiming only that my opinions were wrong and led to injurious 
results. 

I make these explanations in view of the extent to which these 
questions between Landlord and Tenant have in later times l)een 
made the subject of political agitation—leading to such deba.uchery 
of the publick mind as to enable it to hear without apparent shock, 
of the extension of Executive pardon to persons convicted of the 
darkest crimes gi’owing out of such agitatio^ns, under circumstiinces 
justifying deep suspicion of being designed to operate upon their 
suffrages and the suffrages of their friends. The time has T ]ioi)e 
never been when my mind would not have revolted at the mere con¬ 
templation of such dealings with such subjects, and I am qiiih', 
unwilling to have any acts of mine confounded with those we have 
witnessed in more recent times. 

I am induced to speak of another matter connected with my ]')ro- 
fessional life because it relates to the only personal dispute 1 (‘v('.r 
had which led to the extremity to which it was pursued. At the 
Columbia Circuit in the year 181 [?] we brought to a final and 
favorable decision, so far as related to the Courts of law, the lomr 
existing controversy in regard to the effect of a Patent, in which 
many of -the Dutch families (and mine among thein) w .re intei’- 
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cslod, and which Mi*. \hui Srhaack had had niuh'r his professional 
care and inana.i?cint*nj >inft‘ (!u' year 17T-. rx'iiijj,* vi*ry mucli dis- 
.sa(is(i('d with llu* (("•>( imony of a surN'cyoi*, who had fonnorly hcani 
on our sith' hiil was now ayaiiisl us, I Ihoui^hl !!■ hut fair, as I wnis 
cnlilha! (o l!i(‘ closiiit;'spcH'ch, (o ii’i\'(' him iiotici' of (hr adark 1 in- 
t('iidrd (o make' upon his c'rrdihility and (hr grounds of i(, (e) allord 
llu' (/pposiiiii' t'oiiiise'l an opportnnily of suslaiiiin^* him. Amon«x 
(hr ladcr was dohn Siiydain, a youu<>' ^■(mllrman from anodn'i* 
roiinly ami (hen ra])idly risiiiji; in professional fanu', and also hi^;h 
in (he ronlidenee' and I'slei'm of Ihe fedc'ral parly. Wlu'u 1 raim' lo 
dial pari ed' (he ease* lu' inle'.rriiple.d nu' and used oll'eiisive' expres¬ 
sions, lo whieii I rejilied haslily and still more oll'ensively. N(> 
fardier iiolii'e was lalv(‘U of (la' mai h'i* on (hal. or (la*, ni'xi. day, l)ii(. on 
(he lldrd a diinu'r was /xivi'n hy (u'lu'ral Van Kemssc'.laer, at; 
VhiNc'i'aek, lo a larni' jiarly of disliu|Li:uished <i:enllemen of (he federal 
parly, ineliidiii/j: Mr. Snydam aiul also (hMU'ral Harry I/n'lnyrslon, a 
valorous ohl jijent leinaii, who owt'd nu'niueh ill will and aekuowh'djxe'd 
(he (h'hl wilh no more n'serve' Ihan lhal- wilh which lu' si rove lo pay 
i(. I am far from sayino- or e\(‘n h('li('vin_ii: (liaf lla* all'air Ix'lwei'ii 
Mr. Snydam and myself was made llu' siihjt'cl. of parliciilar aeliem 
a(. lha(. dima'i*; hu( il pivi' Mr. Snydam a heder o^pporlimily lhan 
lu‘ had ye( had (o see' (e) ^vha( I'Xle'iil 1 was an e'ye* soi’e* (o (he Ma^- 
iiale's e)f the' ('ounly, ami exi)e)se'el him (o (he. le.m])(aliein of raisin|J^ 
himse'lf in (he'ir eslimaiion hy he'e'omln<x the' insli'ume'iil. of my 
hnmilialion. On (he sm'<‘eediii<i: morniu<x I w’as calk'd fi'om my seal, 
in (k)Ur(. hy 'Thomas P, (Irosve'imr (who ha,el hc'e'ii one', eif llu' ‘piesls 
al du' enle'rlainmenl. I'e'ferre'e! l(^) niiel hy him iirese'iid'el wilh a ehal- 
k'H^e' from Mr. Sityelam. Mi*. (Jrosve'iior was llu' hrodu'c in law 
e)f Mr, M'illiams ami a man of ek'cieh'd laleid. and dislim'l.ion in ])ul)- 
lick life: In' he'caine afle'rwards a. prominenl. im'inher of (’on^re'ss, 
hael a i»ersemai aliair wilh Mr. ('alhotni, ami die'el a(- Buldmore'. He 
expre'sse'd his eh'sire' lo aee'ommodide' (he. made'!* in whiedi I iK'lii'Ve’s 
he* Was .sincere*, a.s, aidin’ a man of exl re'ine vinle'iK'e in polit ics, lie*, was 
not. wanlinjL>: in p'ni'reais impulse's, ami jiroce'e'ile'el (o slad' how he 
Ihouofht (he a Hair micfhl, hee arran^eel widmul. elise-rcdil oei e'i( he-r siele. 
I (haiike'd him for his jL^oexl dis[)osi(.ion, hul. hael no diHiemh^y in 
sliowinsi: him lha(. du' I'l'e’iprex'ul ele'i*iar;il iems hi' su<j!,'<i-(«s(e'il woiihl 
he' eliri'i'lly ine'onsisle'iil wilh wind- 1 had said of Mr. Snyilani, ami 
e-om-lndeel hy (clliiio- him (hal I had no cour;.:i' hill, (.o accei)(. Ihe' invi- 
(alion, ami weaihl aive* him a formal auswi'C, (hroii^li my frii'inl Mr. 
More'll, after the ailjoiirnini'nl of (hi‘ ('onri. No one ente'rlains a 
more* ceinlemplmais opinion <d‘ the', hrene'cy of du* l)ne*I (ie'lel (hail 
my.self, or hohh. the* prai'tie'i' in h'ss ri'spee'l, hu(. I ik'i'ini'el i(. indis- 
pi'U.'.^ahli' (o the' mainti'iianci' of my peisilion (o follow Ihe' had ex¬ 
amples which publick opinion laid sanctioned if not ri'puircd. I 
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therefore delivered my acceptance to Mr. Morell on my returning 
from Court. He reported to me the next morning that Mr. Grosve- 
nor irritated by the incessant remonstrances of his friends against 
his agency in the affair, had refused to have any intercourse witli 
him upon the subject, and had tendered to him any responsibility 
that he chose to demand; that he had then called on Mr. Suydain 
and offered him my reply which he refused to receive unless it came 
thro’ Mr. Grosvenor. I requested him to see Mr. Suydani imme¬ 
diately and to propose to him, in my name, that we should agree 
to dispense with the farther action of both of our friends and apq)oint 
others as the only way in which the difficulty that had arisen could 
be obviated. He executed the commission and returned with a verbal 
answer from Mr. Suydam that he could not, under the circumstances, 
consent to dispense with Mr. Grosvenor’s services. I went imme¬ 
diately to his hotel and posted him, and the affair finally evaporated 
in newspaper publications and recognizances to keep the peace.^ For 
some years there was no intercourse between us, tho’ a disposition 
to restore friendly relations was quite apparent on his part, and at 
length meeting at dinner, while attending Court in a neighbouring 
county, and sitting opposite to each other, he asked me to pass the 
wine which stood before me, and I met the overture with an invita¬ 
tion to take a glass with- me which he accepted “ with pleasure ”, and 
we walked arm-in-arm to the Court house to our mutual gratifica¬ 
tion and the astonishment of our friends. Fie soon after joined our 
side in politicks, was elected to the [State] Senate as a Democrat, 
became my zealous friend and supporter and remained so till he 
died, sincerely lamented by all who Imew him, and by none more 
than myself, as a man of noble impulses, honorable character and 
decided talent. 

Earnestly engaged in a successful and lucrative practice, I had 
no desire to be a candidate for an elective office, nor did I become one 
until the Spring of 1812, when I was forced into that position by 
circumstances with which I could not deal differently. But from 
my boyhood I had been a zealous partisan, supporting with all my 
power the administrations of Jefferson and Madison—including the 
Embargo and other restrictive measures,—^Irad acted with the great 
body of the Republican party in supporting the election of Morgan 
Lewis against Aaron Burr for Governor, and subsequently that of 
Daniel D. Tompkins against Governor Lewis “ for the same office, 
sustained the prorogation of the Legislature by Governor Tomp¬ 
kins on the ground of the use of corrupt means to obtain the charter 
of the bank of America, and had exerted myself, as far as I could, 

iTwo notes of this affair are in the Van Boron Papers, November 25 IRll and 
February 17, 1812.—W. C. F. 

2 In 1807.—W. C. F. 
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to arrest the bank mania of the times by AYhicli the State was dis- 
honoied and its best interests impaired. It is a curious coincidence 
in my publick career that notwithstanding my devotion to politicks, 
my first nomination for an elective office as well as that for the last 
I held, should both have been brought about by the unfriendly acts 
of those who chose to regard themselves as rivals without being, at 
the moment, anticipated by myself. There were several highly 
respectable citizens who aspired to the nomination to fill the" va¬ 
cancy in the ofiEice of State Senator which occurred in my District 
in 1812, but I was not of the number. I was unwilling to permit 
the possession of such an office or any other cause to interfere with 
the prosecution of my profession, to which I was warmly attached, 
and the circumstance that there had not then been so young a man 
as myself elected to the Senate prevented me from even thinking 
of it. William P. Van ISTess, in whose office I had studied law, was 
one of the aspirants. He had succeeded to the title and possession 
of his father’s place at Kinderhook and Mr. John C. Hogeboom and 
myself had prevailed upon Governor Tompkins to relieve him, by 
pardon, from the disfranchisement to which he had become liable 
as a second of Colonel Burr in the duel with General Hamilton. 
He had solicited my support but received for answer that I consid¬ 
ered Mr. “Hogeboom best entitled to the place. To this he assented- 
and assured me that he should do nothing to prevent his selection. 

hTot long afterwards and while Mr. Hogeboom and myself were 
spending a few days at Albany, we accidentally discovered that Mr. 
Van Ness (who had accompanied us to the city) was at that mo¬ 
ment prosecuting a complicated intrigue to defeat our wishes in the 
matter—whatever they might be. Indignant at the information we 
had received, and mortified that in a matter in regard to which, as 
it proved, neither of us had any personal desires, we should have 
l)een thus treated, we immediately started for home determined to 
defeat the machinations that had been set on foot with so much 
secrecy and had already been in part executed. On our way from 
Albany Mr. Hogeboom, for the first- time, informed me that the 
state of his private business would not admit of his being a can- 
didate,—that he had consulted witli our friends at Albany,—that 
they all thought it important that I should be in the Senate, and 
that Mr. De Witt Clinton was particularly desirous that I should 
be sent. I objected to the proposition for reasons already referred 
to, with sincerity and earnestness. He entreated me not to come 
to a final conclusion until he could have a full opportunity to place 
the subject in all its bearings before me, and prevailed upon me 
to stop at his house for the night that we might talk the matter 


'MS. I, p. 40. 




IV 'iV t-S 


I I I n I K MW I V ivi a • i^v.i. I v ;x\ • 


()V('i’ nioi’c fully. In IIk' coiii-sc', of ilio ('.voiiiuo- informed me more 
|)!iriirnhirly of llu' vi(‘\vs taken of tlio maUer by Mr. Clinton, and 
ja'uion^l rail'd I'anu'slly a<»:ainsi; a I'ofiisal lo eom])ly with the, wishes 
of iny friends. I a^'reed to o-ive him a linal answer in the morning 
when, .satisfied that tlu'.re was but one, ground on which T could 
with ))roj)ri('(y deeline, I infoimed him lhat altho’ T had not heard 
so 1 Ihonght it v(’ry ])rol)ablc that Mr. llobert Jenkins, a highlj^ 
ri'speeled eiiixen of Hudson, might., if the nomination was to come 
from Unit city, di'.siri’ to have it; that if he did so desire, as I had but 
rei’enlly ln'eomi'. a ri'sident of Hudson T could not tliink of entering 
into eompi'tit ion with him; (hat. 1 should on reaching liomc com¬ 
municate to Mr. rb'idvins'’ friends without reserve all tha,t had passed 
lu'lwi'en us, and that if they did not desire the nomination for Mr. 
tlenkins 1 would not oppose tlie wisi's of my friends, but if they did 
1 niiisl iiisisl on being ('.\eused. To this be consented and Ave parted. 
On my arrival 1 fianul llinl then' also (he city delegates had already 
been ehosen and tlial 1 had bei'u placed at their head, with three, other 
genllemcii, Ihe particular friends of Mr. K, Jenkins, of whom his 
hrollu'r, Mr. Selh tlenkins, was one. f immediately asked an in¬ 
terview with those gi'iith'nien at my owm house, in which. T'stated 
t(! them all Ihul hud passi'd hi'lween Mr. Hogehooin and myself— 
my own ili.'^inelinalion lobe, a I'andidale -and my determination to 
refnsi' Ihe nomination if thi'y desired to bring Mr. denkins forward, 
and I lii'gged them to inform m<‘ fraulcly of their wishes. From their 
eonvei-Milion I inferi'ed that. I was mistaken iu supiiosing they eii- 
tertaiimd the vii'ws 1 had ant.icipated, and that they coneurred in 
IIk' opinion of Mr. Hogi'booin that. I eonhl not refuse to run. Find¬ 
ing myself Ihns eommitlvd as I snpjxised to a contest with Mr. Van 
Ness only for tlu' nominal ion, I (hought it Important in view of 
(he transacti<m a! KimU'rhook to have (he, attention of the Party 
iminediulely directed lo the subject by a call of the Convention. 

Some days afim* tlu' piiblieat.ion of the Call, fludge Wager, a po¬ 
litical friend from llu' cotmlry culled at my oHiee and said, “T learn 
(hut ymi inlend to have ilu' Senator taken from Hudson’’-—-to which 
I reiilit'd, in a loiu' which imder such eii-eiimstamu's gentlemen who 
suppose themselves ri'ferreil lo usually I'lnploy. He responded that T 
need not spi'ak .so modestly as it Avas not lo me. but. lo Rolx'rl denkins 
that, la' referred. 1 ti)ld liiin that he was mistaken upon lhat point, 
as Mr. di'ukins did not wish tlu'. nomination, on heni'ing whi('.h he 
informed me, to ni.y amaxemeut, that my co-ih'legate. Seth de.nkins 
had within llu' hour up]>ruul to him (o support, his brother, and 
hud. in reply to a snggeslion from him ahont me, refei'red to my 
voiilh and reeeiil selth'iueiil in llu' city as reasons why 1 ought 
im( to he selecleil. Satislie.d from the eharai'ter of my informant 


tliiU' liu'ri' could 1 ) 1 ' no inisinia' on his pari 1 ininu'diatnly tuhlressnd 
nol('S 1o iln' llu’t'i' ^I'nlliMiu'n of llu' (\)miuiiiot' iin'iMu<>’ tlioni to 
im'ct ini' in I lit' t'vi'iiino'. I'lu'y canu' io inv lioiiso at tlui tiinn mp- 
])oin(('il and I I’l'pcali'd lo (lunn M'hat had ])uss('d at our ])rcvi()us 
inlrrvit'w, as I liavi' slatrtl if hriv, and flu'n asked whether iivy 
slalt'iiK'nl was correel. Mr. Selli rlenkins (who was the spokes- 
iiiaii (liroun;]u)ut) answered anirmal.iveiy, hut added fhat. they had 
iioi ai any iime expresst'd (lu'insi'lvi'S to Ihe eireet 1 had inferred, 
allho’ he fi’et'ly adinitti'd dial my inh'renee! from what, had been 
said was, iindt'r (he eireumslanet's, as rij^ht and fail* as if Iht'y liad ex- 
jiressed Ihemst'lvt'S (o iha( I'U'ert in (enns. 1 Ihen menl.ioned his eon- 
vi'rsalion on dial day with fliul^e Wap:er, my aeeount of which he. 
athnilleti lo he eorreet. I (hen asked him, with much feelinj^ on 
wind possilile ground he could jnslify himsi'lf in t-reat.iuc!: me in 
so uiijlXenerous a umnni'r. Ih', replied promplly that he would not 
allempl. (o deny tha(. (heir eoiirse. had in appearancei been hotli dis- 
iiio-t'nuouH and unkind, hul hi' allirnu'd soh'inly dial it had not 
prticet'dt'd from unfrit'udly molives, hut (hat they had been eon- 
1 rolled by eireumslanet's which lie miy:h(. some day explain to me. 
and placed in a. sil.uadon dial, pul it. out of Iheir powi'r to act 
olht'rwise and (hat lliey would have no reason to e.omplain of 
any course I diou<ji:ht pi'o(H'r (o take. I replied that (hey had 
It'fl. me no oilier ehoiee Ilian lo ohlain (he noiuiuation if in iii.y 
powt'r, which 1 should assiiri'dly do, and we parted. The ri'iiinin- 
inc; iiK'inht'rs of the ('oinmillee were both honorable and upright 
nu'ii, incapable of an unworlliy design. Mr. Jenkins had nuiny 
td’ die <xood (itialilie.s of hl.s rmu'-, but had, besides an innale passion 
for political inlri^iie, and as I have almost, always found to he 
(he case whh men suhjt'ct to that iiiliniiity, was iieilhei' skillful 
ill his sehenu's or succt'ssful in Iheir execution. His subse((U<'nt ox- 
plaiudion was (hat he had enlert'd into an arran^i'ineiit with Mr. 
\'an N't'ss that Iht'y wonlil combine (heir strt'iijjfth ac:ainst nu', as- 
siiminy^ that j’would be a candidate, and It'nve it to the eonvi'iition 
to decide between his brother anil Van Ness, and that lie had been 
obliged lo ]n*oniise the hitler that he would hold n*() coiiiniunicalion 
wilh me upon the siiliject until tlu'.y met aji:ain. Ihit why such 
an luiderslandin^ precluded him; from sayino: what woiihl cer¬ 
tainly t'xcliide me from the canvass he eoiihl iievt'r explain without 
coiicediny dial, Ihey were ci'rtain of iht'ir jLcaine, and I’.luit t.hey hail 
a farlher objeci, viz; (o bri'ak down my inlluence in the. county, 
which he was not willin;L»' to admit. 

'riic contest exc.iled jLCi’eal interest, and the (kmvention was the 
most imposiiifi; in uunihers and charaeh'r thal had ever been ludd in 
(he coiudy. 'I'he. republican pia-lion of (he Livin| 2 :ston family sup- 
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ported Edward [P.] Livingston, and combined their opposition to 
nie with the supporters of Jenkins and Van Ness, each willing that 
the convention should nominate either of them so that I should be 
excluded. I was chosen by a majority over all of them on the first 
ballot. The election was severely contested. The federalists sup¬ 
ported Mr, Livingston, who had also a spurious republican nomina¬ 
tion. Against me were arrayed the entire federal party, the Lewis¬ 
ites, the Burrites, and the supporters of the Bank of America, who 
had obtained its charter at a previous session of the Legislature, but 
designed to procure from the next a reduction of the honus they had 
been obliged to promise to the State—a project they were Avell satis¬ 
fied would be oiDposed by me. Our Senatorial district then embraced 
a quarter of the State. Mr. Livingston and myself were the only 
candidates in the field, and I was successful by a majority of less 
than two hundred, the whole number of votes given being about 
Forty thousand. Altho’ this was the actual'result, much delay and 
many unfavorable reports and contradictions preceded the final an¬ 
nunciation of my political birth and baptism. 

The annual election under the old Constitution took ]3lace in the 
last week of April, and the Supreme Court of the State coanmenced 
its spring session at the city of New York in the first week of May. 
Thither flocked all the leading lawyers of the State, who were, in those 
days more even than now, also its prominent politicians, bringing 
with them the results of the elections in their several counties; we 
had then neither railroads, nor electric telegraphs, and the first week 
or two of the Term was generally spent in anxious expectation and 
digestion of election reports. My district was mainly® composed 
of River Counties, lying on both sides of the North River, and there¬ 
fore among the first to be heard from; still, when I left Hudson to 
attend the Term, it was generally conceded that I had been defeated. 
Whilst I was arranging my luggage and my papers, my opponents, 
headed by the leading men of my county, were celebrating their 
supposed victory at the Hotel on the opposite side of the street, 
and when I left my door the most jubilant among them appeared 
on the piazza and shed upon me, at parting, the light of their beam¬ 
ing countenances. On the steamboat I met the well known Ebonezer 
Foot, an able lawyer and remarkable man of the day, always before 
that time a Democrat, but then seduced from my side thro’ the in¬ 
fluence of the Bank, who professed to sympathize with me in my 
defeat. VBiile passing Catskill I perceived the tall figure of my 
brother-in-law. Judge Cantine,^ towering above the crowd, and point¬ 
ing his finger at a small boat that was inaldng towards us. When it 


^ MS. I, p. 45. 


^ Moses J. Cantine.—W. C. F. 
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readied us a letter was brought to me containing a canvass of the 
old republican county of Delaware which shewed that my majority 
in that county had been understated, and was in fact sufficient to 
render my election certain. I handed the letter to my sympathizing 
friend Counsellor Foot, whose countenance, notoriously not hand¬ 
some, supplied an amusing commentary upon his recent condolences. 
When the steamer arrived at New York, early on Sunday morning, 
Judge William W. Van Ness of the Supreme Court, a very distin¬ 
guished man, of whom I will have to speak hereafter, and Barcnt 
Gardinier, a famous federal member of Congress during the War of 
1812, wwe standing arm in arm, on the wharf, and recoy-nizino: 
Ihomas J. Oakley on tiie boat, they hailed him, and demanded to 
tnow the result of the election for Senator in the Middle District. 
His characteristic reply was that “Van Buren was on board, and 
they should ask him.” The Judge only said “ Come Gardinier, let 
us go,” and they walked off without farther question, but meeting 
afterwards Avith a citizen of Eockland County, ivlio gave him a can¬ 
vass of its election different from the one theretofore conceded to 
be correct, he came to my lodgings, and mskecl me what would be 
the result if Eockland had given the vote he named, to which I re¬ 
plied that in that case Mr. Livingston was certainly elected. He 
gave me the name of his informant and Icindlj’ assured me that the 
information might be relied on. Having received the official Can¬ 
vass from the county of Rockland, the next morning, I reciprocated 
Judge Van Ness’ polite attention, by enclosing it in a. note which 
was delivered to him, whilst seated on the Bench, by that gi-eat man, 
in his way, High Constable Hays, and this ended all question on 
the subject. 

From this j)ei"iod to the expiration of my Presidential Term I 
occupied, without the intermission of a year, responsible official po¬ 
sitions either in the state or federal governments, two thirds of the 
time in the latter,—positions which made it my duty to take active 
part ill the discussion and settlement of almost every public ques¬ 
tion, in conjunction with or in opposition to many of the distin¬ 
guished iiublic men of the day. 

It is of those questions, and of the measures produced by them,— 
of the quarts taken in regard to them by myself and by my con¬ 
temporaries, with my views of their characters and dispositions, that 
I propose to speak. I design to state as w^ell how those subjects 
presented themselves to me at the tune, as how far my first impres¬ 
sions have been changed or modified by subsequent experience or re¬ 
flection. 

I w^ould shew myself unfit for the performance of this task if I 
Avere irot deeply sensible of the obstacles to its satisfactory execu- 
127483°—VOL 2—20-3 
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its force when it i.s eonsidered that at. (lie time when sueh me 
are usually prepared tho.se question.s have pmernlly heen ! 
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settled in public opinion, have lost their importance or have been 
exhausted of their interest by re-iterated argumentation. The apathy 
and indifference which in such cases succeed to great interest, almost 
in proportion to its previous intensity, must be familiar to all observ¬ 
ing minds. But whilst our concern in public questions is thus, in 
the nature of things, doomed to die away, it is very different in 
regard to the conduct and motives of distinguished individuals who 
took part in them. These seem never to lose their fascination, and 
hence our curiosity is seldom wearied by recitals of .events of even 
little importance, before unknown, in the lives of men who acquired 
notoriety in their day. Hence also a great part of our interest in 
accounts of stirring scenes which we know to be fictitious. The most 
a 1 tractive as well as the proper study of mankind is man—not only 
to gratify our curiosity but by instructing us in the nature and dis¬ 
positions of our fellow men, to increase our ability to perform well 
and successfully our own parts in the great drama of life. 


CHAPTEK III. 


M}'' Senatorial terra commenced at a most critical period both of 
the State and Nation. AVar had been declared against Great Britain 
shortly after my election, and Nbav York, as a frontier State, was 
destined to bear the brunt of the contest. Pier extended frontier, as 
well by land as by sea, and the defenceless condition of both, cast 
a heavy responsibility on her Legislature. The Presidential elec¬ 
tion was close at hand, and the State had, with gi’eat unanimity 
put one of her most distinguished citizens in nomination for that 
high ollice. In addition to these grave matters, the Bank mania Avas 
at its highest pioint, and the State violently excited by the employ¬ 
ment of the most profligate means for its gratification. 

Neither the first nor the last of these subjects could cause me the 
slightest embarrassment. I had, as a citizen, given my ardent sup¬ 
port to the preventive measures recommended by Jefferson and Madi¬ 
son, and regarded the declaration of war as a step indispensable to 
the maintenance of our National honor. No consideration, personal 
or political, could therefore withhold me from giving my aid to its 
vigorous prosecution. I was ahvays opposed to the multiplication 
of banks, and throughout my eight years’ service in the State Senate, 
voted against every ap])lication for a bank charter, save one at Buf¬ 
falo, the object of which was to aid in repairing the losses sustained 
by the destruction of that town by the eneiny, and justified as being 
in some sense a war measure. 

Still more hostile to the bank corruptions so prevalent at the time, 
and against which I had successfully struggled in my election, 
nothing could be more congenial to my feelings and opinions than a 
cordial co-operation with all efforts to arrest the increase of banks, 
and to expose the guilty authors of those corruptions to the execra¬ 
tion of the People. 

My course in respect to the Presidential Question was, on the 
other hand, besot with serious difficulties. Mr. Madison had been 
nominated for re-election by a majority of the members of Congress 
— (then the usual method of making such nominations) and he was 
admitted by the Beimblicans, of every sort, to be an honest man and 
an accomplished Statesman. The Kepublican members of the New 
York Legislature had, however, before I became a member of that 
body, as I have already said, Avith great unanimity, presented Mr. 
Clinton as the opposing candidate, and ha*d asked and obtained his 
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(i! (hr pi-orcrdiiiii-, 'Flu' iiupriuruig d:\n;L>H'r of War," aiul a, 
.'-uppt'iM'il lUprriisr rap:u‘i(y uii liu‘ pari of Mr. ('liiilon lo merl; suc^li 
a {'risis wcrr atuoii^- (hr rrasonf^ nssi^Micd for his nomiiiat.ion. To 
Nh'W \ o|•kl‘t•s ii \va . tirpal lha(. Ihr 1 a'^’islaiure liaviiiij;’ plarr.d him 
ill liir> thru pioitioii, atiil no {■haniL>'«' haa'iipji,' iakru plarr savn (hr. 
achial dri'laratioii of War, llir an(i<'iptdioii of whicli. was oiu> of (hr 

main rra.-dn.-; for iiis nominalion, (lu'.y owed it (o (lu'ir own and his 

lioiior fo a'ivr him (hr volt*, of lh('Slalm j look mys(‘atin (.hr hiiondr 

for (hr lir.-t (inu' al (hr If.\(ra-srssion of (Ik*. Lcf^'ishdnri', lirld for 

dll' t hoirr <)\' 1 h'rsidt'id i:d If Irrlor-A and i(. was (dainual (ha( 1 s(ood 
in a posilion (o whii-h (lu'.s' ronsidrrai ions applir.d. 1 yic'hh'd to 
(hrir inllurnrr, Ind did ■.o willi uiidisjj::iiisrd rrli!i“(aurr, and \\i(.h a 
dr(rrmiual ion, nndrrriood h\ all, lha( uolhiiir; should pia'Vrni, mr 
friim ii':i\im'r my Nolr . and inlliimcr in fa\'or of a \’iy;orons prosi'rii- 
lioii id’ tlir Wat*, rhtdp'r Ihimtnond, in his INdiliral Uisl.ory of Mt'.w" 
\'itrk. plarr:; inv molivrs upon (lu' (riti' ^p’oiind.' 'I’hal. I :u'(i'd in 
::lrir(. roiilorinity lr> (hr wislu's. of my imuK'ditdr. rous(iliirn(.s (hri‘(\ 
was no douhl, and i( i ■: rijuaily (riir (ha(. I ron.sri{>n(iously h(‘lirvrd 
lha(. I wa .arliiii'* in (hr linr of toy dn(y, Ihd now, whrn (!u' rxrilt'- 
mrn(-. of (hr tlay ha\i' passed av\:iy, and jirr.amal prrdih'rl ions ha\’r. 
lo;.(. (hrir indiiriirr upon (hr ((iii* (ion, 1 am frrr (o say (hal wt' id! 
ruuunidrd a ;''rra( error. 'I'lu* ri'ji'ciion hy (hr Pi'oplr. of (hr Prrsi- 
dt'Ui. vvho liad r.'fojnmrndrd llu' War. in I hr a.h'cnr(> of any ar(. (o 
; how his liH-omprlriup , wolild ha\c done uun-{‘ injury (o (hr puhlir. 
srrvirr (hail rtttild have hrru roun(rr halanrial hy (hr allr/rrd supe¬ 
rior (jiia! iiiral ion.-: of Mr. ('linlon for (hr rri.sis. d’hi.s roiisidiu'al ion 
should ha\r iiidiiri-d {hiveriior (‘linlon (o drrliur (hr S(a(r nomina- 
lion, afirr (hr drrlaralioji of War, iioiAvidislandiu'i: (lu* o'round upon 
whirh hr had hrru pu(. forward, and (o uniir. wi(h his frirnd.s in (hts 
Mipporl <if .Mr. .Madi,-(tn, l!is failure (o do so was falal li/ hi:-; ua • 
(iiinal uspira(ions, aiul many <d’ hi.s fririuls drs(.royrd (lieir poli(iral 
iudiu'urr hy addiu”: di.spiira/.uunrn(,s of du‘ (o (Iirii* opposilion 

(o (hr (■nndida(r hy whom i(.s* derlaradou ha<l Ihmmi rrronmumdi'd. 
Ihd. I naisotu'd diU’erendy then, or 1 mijudil perhaps say moi-r. ror- 
riH’dy, frl(, diflrrrndy, for my piu’somd a((arhmrn(, (o Mr. (’linlon was 
.'•Ironr'and prohahiy loo juurh inllitemaal my judyinrul. My r.oitr.sr 
however, aldiourfi wronr*, was (hiis (ar tmdtlrd (o (hr. ineril. of di.s- 
inlrrrslrdnrss <d‘ mo(i\‘(', lha( I (unliarked in hi.-, stipporl. widioul. a 
hope (d‘ siirrr.ss. l!a\-iiiy heard of ;-onir rnnark.s of ininr indiralivi': 
<d’ (his s(a(r. of mind, addrr:.M'd (o a tniilua! and a.rdriil. friend a(i 
lhaf. M'l'v sr ■••ion, lie railed on nu' and said; “ I lu'ar dial you di*- 
spair of (hr rlrrliou.''' I admiKrd ihai 1 had mad(‘ (he. oli.srrvadon 
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to which he alliitlcth an*! ja.<ccc.i- .i :.r. . > !j'< ; 

Mihicct, which \vci-c in uh-iaacf, t -at v. isit ail. fii 

ihc .spriujLi’, hah Ju> ('{’uef cuuf >■ t" |'Hi u.- l i n; t-> : ‘if vm 
du' Slate to him. hut that 1 fu!l_\ hrh.-^r.i a ;<-■ aur. n 

ile then >lu-\\c.! me a calculation oa> f'a\Mi;h4c t.. Ic { -n, i 

hy a mtlc.l i.ulitician, tliut .lul not ehamv ic\ o|cii'..a th..m**a u 
I'vitleiith' [u’txluceil a atriiUL'' imjuc “.itiii oit luni. 

Mr. riinlun hml imt mi accuu! of {.iitienlir cuvinu l; 
cxpecict! m\ Mlph'-l’t- >’ ^ taf.- a th,'\ * ih u 

illiiMrati(.u of the .lanyu-r <‘f aetiuo upon lufeimce h, fhc\ c\ 
plaii.fihh' ami the propriety of prompt .'xphiuai mu hrtwr.m p.4 
frientis, 

Whiht diul Amhi'ci.i* Speucer ami mi. *‘ll u«;c Jt'.u " *>»;'' 
one c\'eliiim', ill the poich ol «lu‘ife Ktehaitl >*ii h>>!; r, in A i 
('aviura l 'omits, tat ssliii’h place tl*e Ioiuot v, a h>i.*h!i>' i. t : 
(‘iiiirt which 1 wac aitemliiir a t ouu rip >eo hitri <• , 

iu li.e colltai 11 lint! Iiess . ol the heatli Vltojurs t feu< ’.it llihl 
h'he .lutlije after a moment retlcetiou, turiieil to lo'- lo-i loi 
oitchl to lie llihireth > aicce or am! at oii» e t»'iior?e i !..«• 
purl. I ihanketl him coitlialls, hut r\pie ■'*! an appo -co >> • 
there ssi’l'e oltha' luejuhci . nt the piotr urn .useej.* “ni p <’ 
friend', who would think them chi', Ipdiled hs t .r ipp** oi: e 
.CO VOIlUf^ a man. lie coullosel ted the *lppo it-MU '...‘lit 
eariie. tlies and I prouu ctl to think o| the mattm I o.i' .t i-i;e 
msxself were at the tune Upon sej) .“'ood tnio , huf ai ih.- 
.cearecls' pereeptihle hut “till c‘\i Inp'' diu ton m oni pulp ^»■t 
him. elf and llie friend, of (’Imton 1 i.mke.i aioMue ifs,- lutf: 

1 did not. like to take a l -p in the matter a;**-.' i-d h. J 
Spencer without eon ultinp Mr. (dinfoii. (Su :ui, otuiu 
wrote to Mr. hichard hiker, ihni u eonlitlenflal fu. itd of Mi 
ton, inforndue' him of what had pa. etl h(fv^»en i.h.- .ladre 
myrelf, and reqite .tinijc him to eonset-e ssith Mi. t imton .in-i 
ini‘ Iviiow Id . ofiinifiii upon the nhjeet, 1 ul o a L<d h.n. to 
Mr, Crmtisn that if he tlmiipdit I ssas too yoimr os jf h.- ‘ir 
a)ipointnu'Ut of Mime other friend he tmuld lias,- no e.Sih.Uf-i 
ahntil ;'!iytn^ >o, and mi|iht re4 a tiled ih.ii I «onhi he pej 
.‘-utiNlied. .Mr. hiker infnriued me at om-e fh.tf Mi, t’luifosi 
aiixioti.cly desirme. of my appointment, and .i !*e.| lu.- to m d, 
nhjeet ion,s to has itiii: my name phiecd hefoie the t onm d .tf \p| 
ment. An hxtra meeting of that Uidy ssa < alh d to iid the i- 
ill the Miminer of Islit, and a friend, I’lehaid Ude-i > wuh ni. 
.sent, called on and hroacheil tin* •'ulijctf t.i MdeiUiin iiih« 
leadiiie memher of the t'ouiied, and a paiticular fi {end of Mi. 

>.MiUllilic> n im.Ioiii, .a .(..SaeC..,, U ss • } 



39 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MARTIH YAH BUREH. 

on.^ My friend found him reserved and indisposed to coin-erse 
arther on the subject than courtesy required. Inferring from the 
epoit of this conversation that Mr. Clinton had changed his views, 
requested my friend to return at once and inform Gilbert that 
wished my name to be considered as withdrawn. 

When I saw the appointment of Thomas Addis Emmet an- 
ounced I was confirmed in the correctness of luy inference, and 
L'om that moment to the meeting of the Legislature for the choice 
f Electors I received no explanation either from j\Ir. Clinton or 
fr. Kiker. Knowing the friendly relations existing between Mr. 
linton and Mr. Emmet, and sensible of the partiality for liiin on 
le part of our Irish citizens, I would at the latest moment have 
ansented to the appointment of Mr. Emmet if IMr. Clinton had 
iformed me of his wishes, but I felt injured by his silence. 

.Vfter the Electors were chosen, in a manner and with a result 
cry gratifying to him, Mr. Clinton asked me to spend the evening 
uth him. Other visitors were denied admission, and whilst we 
'ere at tea he introduced the subject of the appointment to the 
dice of Attorney General, and said he feared that I had thought 
ardly of him in regard to it. I explained my feelings to him as 
have done above, and he then assured me in a very solemn man¬ 
or that he had no agency, direct or indirect, in causing the ap- 
ointment of Mr. Ennnet. He admitted that from Mr. Gilbert’s 
anduct and from the fact that the Council were all Ids particular 
riends, I had a right to draw the inferences I had drawn, but 
lat they Avere nevertheless entirely unfounded. Although bound 
^ believe from this explanation that Mr. Clinton had not himself 
deen any part in the matter, I could not yet dismiss from my mind 
ac impression that the affair had been so managed by some of 
is friends as to produce the result without connecting him Avith it. 
’his subject Avill again be noticed by me. 

A brief relation of the interior history of a contest which ex¬ 
ited great attention and effort at the time, and has never been 
orgotteii in the States may eA^en now, not be without interest. The 
fiends of Mr. Clinton, in whom I confided and with whom I con- 
idted, decided at the beginning to avoid throughout any inter- 
ourse or arrangement with the federalists in regard to their 
urse. If Ave could get the vote of the state for him, Avfithout 
ntering into or sanctioning a concerted coalition Avith them he 

1 The membors of the Council of Appointment were William AY. Gilbert, of the southern ; 
ohannos Rruyn, of the miclclle: Henry Yato.s, .Tirn, of the eastern; and Francis A. Blood- 
)Od, of the western districts. “ This council was decidedly Clintonian; but the party 
screes having been carried into eft'oet l)y the preceding council, little remained to be 
5 no by this. Such appointmcut.s. however as wore made, were made in accordance with 
le wishes and views of Mr. Clinton.” Hammond History of Political Parties in the 
tate of New York, I, 304,—W. C. F. 
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(iwii t'diir-a'. Ail Vd lid im! ilsdCdldi'd ua id plard a t:- ;.'-! ■•! 
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laiiii'd, in whdld ur in jairl {adddrilinn; id Ih*- adiidii di ili>- M m; 
.■dniaii;-') I’aNdfalild to Mr. Cliutdiu aiul td hand it td thf djitidii mI 
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.“(Hiiaiid, df td niakd thdiia-dhcN a Maill. duian tidkdt au»! dld>i t.i i. 
iiv ddinliiiiiu.d’ ihdir \dld'. with tlin d dl thd fridui! • nl \lr. M.nk nn. 
( )tid df thd d /•dlir d.N llidV Wdlihl hd dhliddil td |»tir‘Ud. W'• k 1 a 
luajdi’it \ in thd Scnatd d\dr hiah hdildrali t au«l M.nli diil u: , an-l 
df ddiir d thd jidWdr df fiiriuiii;' a.- Wd pkai dil diid dl thd li<a.*-t t'l 
hd .-nihidit ldi| td tlid i'liiit dMi:v ‘utidji. ’1 hd h'dilrrah l h.fl i mi 
lar Iird|idiuIdi'aitdd in thf IdWrr hni! d, with, dt ddtii d, hkd d, 
'I’hd (jUdstidii hdiwddii 11 anh thf Math dihau : in rr,*'j-I I'd* 
ddnijid lljnn df fill' Ivdj mill Ida 11 h’idkdt dduh] ulilv (Id dttidii ’tj t dl 
dll'-, wlidi-d Wd hah a tk-diildil uiajurity dU'f liidiii. ‘I hd • '• 

.Imhid 'haylitr, alwava hcfiTd ami udn afti-r m ain t t’Inii>ai: ni. 
llidimh iidw warmly djijm eh td him, wa -. nn m;. nith.- 

{ ’haii'inau i.f tiid < 'aUdii . M i- ihldi’dil at midi tn irin- thdin .t p**. i m-, 
df thd t idkdt dtjiial td tlidir jirnju.rtidU nf id j n’d .-ut if n * ■ ii th-- 
1 .di'i. hit iin* diimjiardh with niir , ami In dldi-t i!«- h n-kri l<\ mir 
|ditii \dtd. 'I'hi', dth'r w a : iH'idiniitdi ily ami [irr .n i-r.id'i^ n fn . 1. 
ami iid jinijiii-.ii idii mahd in lidii nf if that hah d\du a .»! 

faiiaii- ■ td .aijijidrt it. ,\fidr a vary pruiraiidh hi an i-.n, an*! 
uhdii it hah lidddiiid d^ihdiit that rm dijUitahli* iiimiiri.m! • -xilh 
hd dllddldtl, 1 iiid^dh lliat all diilird (‘liuldiiMn (n'ki-t indh.i !»• 
• tdUiinatdh. 'I'hd ('hairman i-alidh iiid in him anh a kah umf. r 
/.I'raat dVdilfiudiii wlidthi-r I iiitdinldh to jn-r >• i in liiai mi-tiMn. I 
raplidh “I’drlainly! luila . tiia .Mah i-imniii ■ wiU adrapf df i n-t 
Miliahld piiriidn nf tha tiakat.” I jidit tin.', thd \ rtiT.tn |ii;f If ^ 
larya hriumtah hat that wa . liinn iiy hi - iha. mi hi - Imah, id •* fr-.m 
tlu'. dhaii' wnflidiif atidihar wurh fd tlia mart in;/, aailih t.»i{ ' 

Ihiy!" td hi. rarvanl, ami in a faw* nidmant • ilia jiiinlmn- . f In. 
■ Idilhi lidlln ndtilidh m; that ha wa-. nn hi', way liduia, ,Iuh."c Hum 
pliray-, df t Jjiajiihni’a, was, uftai* a hricf pan-", aaildh In r}i>- ah i r, 
ami my nidi inn wa ahdptdh hy a haaihah niainrit} .iffi-i- v. id»h 
mattar-. priiaacilah (juii'tly to (hair ('<111 .luuniatinn. 'hun ti.kmi 
(inly ward hi fuca tin* joint madliny of tha tun hon a . fo fi ■ 

(’liiildiiian from tha Sainilc', anh tha I'’aharal fium tha Iha; »■ nf 
A atiihly; tha Mahi.'oulan liain;>; hrl\an to a atiuiaa hatwrrn f'l.-m, 
Many df fhajn volah blank hnllui-, am) sonia thirty -.ix niif of ivf 

• MS, I, j- 




\1M1^ di' .MAirnx ^■A^• r-riii-iN'. 41 

diu' (ilu' \vhiiK« nnuiliiT nf ihfir uumiiIkts) vuiinl for our (ickc'i. :ui(l 
(‘Irtioil it.‘ 

I'i' 1*1 jo'iioi! i!t:iy h'Uc t'xiyh'd ayninsl oiir sup|>nii. of 
Mr. (‘linton. ucH'' can, I lliinlv, !i'* ininlc naMinst (lie iiiamu'r in wlTn'li 
,i;ir ilctccniinctl .■uni-r^c ua ; carricil oiil. We acted n|)ou a pr'mciidc', 
!l(a( uc Indies fi{ ill In' :-.oiuid, aN'nwed it (.])(Mily and siistaimal it. 
tirnd^s. So free uci'e we from intrirmini!; with tin' l<’ederalisls, that 
no i-harn:e or im inualion lo tlial ('liVi'i ha.-^ e\'er Inam inadi'. {'\'(>n 
a'Aiiiei me, i%ho>:e whole lifi' hae heen since .'-a) elosi'ly eiuivas.si'd 
for nuiitei': (d’ ai’cusation hy !in iinliriinr throny (d‘ opjioiienls. 

Till’ • e ■ ion haviny heim called lor the purpose', of iijijiointiny 
I'deetor. nidy, no othi'r hirinecs. wadoin*. Altho’ the youuyest 
mail, and ojie of the \omi<Hist memhers id' tiie hody, I was placed 
:d the head id’ the t'ominiilee lo repoi’l. the answer of the Seiiiile 
to the ( hi\ei-iior': Speech, which hai itiy heen adoptc'd and pre.senf.ed, 
(he Li-ni l;dinv adiourtieil to the 1..I day of rlaiiuary hshh 

'i’here v\ere i*> Tn.S'ef nces prior in dalm hut, eonneeled with Ihese 
trun aefluii', which fi'oiu their relation to dialinyui'died iudi\'id 
nai and the linhl tiiey ; hed upon the ]nava(e history of (he times, 
are not without iulere,'l. A ■ hoi’t tiioe hefoi'e the ICxIra se’‘sion, 
William Kin."”, of Maine, an enlerpri'iny .and not dVer scrupulous 
] lol it iciuit, \ i itcil Albany to [U’esail npon the friend: ol Mi‘. (diu ion, 
to withdraw hi' name from the ('.m\a .. He \ery naturally :i<! 
lire -.eii him elf to rhid.u'e Amlu'o .e Spencer, the hi’othi’r in law of Mr. 
(Tinton, and (o .1 udye d’aylor, an ancient friend and adiierent. id’ iiis 
fauiilvA ’i'lie-e'•’cut leiiien addi’e.’-ed a letter lo Mr. ! I ilu'i’, ad isi ny a- 
conipiiatice with the . u<'<>(‘'t ion id’ Mr. iviniA 'I'he advice wa,: yood 
hut iiUiliy received tiy Mr. Clinton who reyarded Kiny a-, an emi. i.ary 
td’ tile Administration at Wa-hinuton, seid to tamper with his. 
friend and became indiymmt :d this evidence of hii; sucees:i. It is 
(juite certain that .Mr. ,Madi.’'on knew nothiny (d’ (he alFair, and the 
inis-ion, !uo>j probably, had its oriyin in Mi'. Kiny's pinsaon for in 
Iriyia*, stimulated hy the hope fd’ 'utereaciny hi.s iidlueuee with the. 
.Vdminist rut ion. 

The' .Vmeriean Citi/eiC’ n ni'wspaper then edited hy ^^'iIliam 
laieius Ibr-e, and previotedy hv llu' more fauum dameN (’lieetliam, 
after the letter lo Iiiker, eommeueed a leriec id’ pun.'.''elii and well 
written attack . u|)on fliidye Sjieneer, miiilled the “ ,\mhro'.iad." In 
these the .bulL'c' earlv hie on hi: lather';-; birni at .Viierain, was, 
with other matter , lampooned in .Mr. t Tudoli's hapjde'.t :dyle. ! 
ie.ippened to hr at the lime atlmidiny a Term <d‘ the Sii[uvme ('oiii’t. 

lUiiiHM'iuU. in ii.f,'. Ill' I'lauiiiii enrUi-j in Uii' .Stull* Ilf .Vi'w ViiHi, t, .'tat. 
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at New York, and lodged at the same house* with the Judge and 
General John Armstrong, then Secretary of War under Madison, 
who had been Judge Spencer’s early and constant frienc, 
supposed to hare been instrumental in inducing him to secede^ trom 
the Federal ranks. The General had been quite as constant in his 
enmity to Mr. Clinton, and was the conceded author of a pamphlet 
attacking his private character, in which he referred to the rubric 
of his countenance” as “ indicating the Deity he adored I ” and to his 
friends as the “Brotherhood of hope”—; a pamphlet that shewed 
by its talent and bitterness that the pen that had indited the “ Few- 
burgh letters” at the close of the Revolutionary War, had lost none 
of its piingencv or venom. His disposition was eminently pugna¬ 
cious, and he did not attempt to conceal either his satisfaction at 
the rupture between the distinguished brothers-in-law, or his indis¬ 
position to appease the quarrel. 

The fourth number of the “Ambrosiad ” was announced for the 
next day. Seeing the extent to which the Judg^-was annoyed by 
these provoldng Ai'ticdes, and regretting, in common with most of 
our political friends, the schism that had arisen between two of onr 
strongest men, I visited Mr. Clinton in the evening in the hope of 
being able to prevent its appearance. He received me kindly, but 
was at first very reserved in his conversation. I found no difli- 
culty in attributing this unusual circumstance to an apprehension 
that he had offended me in the affair of the Attorney Generalship, 
and a consequent belief that I was no longer his friend—an impres¬ 
sion doubtless greatly strengthened by the fact of my intimacy with 
Spencer and Armstrong. I introduced the subject of the Presi¬ 
dential election firet; assigned the reasons by which I was influenced, 
as I have done here, expressed my regret that the Republican mem¬ 
bers had placed him in the position he occupied, but closed with an 
avowal of my determination to sustain him in the contest, and to vote 
for Electors favourable to him. He was evidently both disappointed 
and gratified by my coininunication, listened readily to what I had 
to say upon the subject that occasioned my visit and spoke of it with¬ 
out reserve, save only that he professed entire ignorance of the Au¬ 
thor of the “Ambrosiad.” This I was satisfied he did not expect 
me to believe. He assured me that I was mistaken as to Judge 
Spencer s regi’et at the separation,—^that he had with his eye open 
and to subserve his own personal ends gone into the support of Mr. 
Madison, and had it not in his power to return. I did not concur 
in that opinion, but urged strongly the inutility of these attacks upon 
either supposition, and earnestly invoked his intei'ference for their 


A popular boarding bouso kept by Mrs. Keese, on tbe north corner of Broadway and 
Wall Streets. 
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ipprossion. At this stage of our conversation his friend Preserved 
'ish, entered, remained a short time, and left us under the impres- 
on that we desired to he alone; Mr. Clinton followed him out of 
le room, and remained out some minutes. On his return I rose 
> depart when he referred again to the subject, repeating much of 
hat he had said in regard to the state of Judge Spencer’s mind, but 
spressed a hope that Mr, Pose might be induced to suspend the 
ublication of the “Ambrosiad ” at least long enough to satisfy me 
lat there was no use in forbearance. He said this in a way" that 
onvinced me that he had commissioned Mr, Fish to procure such 
suspension. On the following morning there was of coutse much 
uriosity to see the “Citizen,” and Mr. Boss’- of Newburgh, a State 
ienator, and a friend to both Clinton and Spencer went to the 
barber’s shop—^that immemorial news market—for that purpose. 
Ve were all assembled at breakfast when he returned ° and he was 
nmediately interrogated as to the contents of the “Citizen.” He 
eplicd that the promised number was not in it, or alluded to. Arm- 
:rong promptly demanded “ Wlaat is in it? ” and on being told that 
lie paper contained Piker’s answer to Judges Spencer and Tay- 
3r, which was very severe, exclaimed “Ah! only a change of dish! 
irood policy that! Tomorrow -we shall have the “Ambrosiad” 
gain!” Upon this Judge Spencer said wdth emphasis and con- 
iderable formality that it was quite immaterial whether the abusive 
rticle did or did not appear, as Mr. Clinton had already gone too 
ar to make his future course of any cqnsecpience in regard to their 
•ersonal relations. It never occurred to me to speak to Mr. Clinton 
.pon the subject during the short period of our subsequent intimacy 
ait I never doubted that some one of the company at the table, which 
v'as numerous,"informed him of Judge Spencer’s observation. The 
uspended number appeared a few days afterwards and was fol- 
owed by articles from the same pen, published at Albany as well 
.s New York, in which the Judge’s feelings were cruelly lacerated, 
riiese were in turn resented by him in verbal denunciations of un- 
qualed harshness. In this way a furious warfare between them 
ras kept up for about three years disgraceful to their pereonal re- 
ations and in the highest degree discreditable to political contro¬ 
versy. 

Mr. Madison was elected to the Presidency by a large majority; a 
■esult well calculated to call into vigorous action the energies of the 
ounti’y and to show to the enemy that the War was national. The 
lispositions of nearly all the Pepublican members of the Legisla- 
ure were in favor of aiding the Federal Government in support of 
he War by all the means in their power. The course of the federal 
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would be expedient in view of the condition of the country and of 
the honorable position that Mr. Clinton had long: occupied in the 
party to tender him a renoniination; that I would do this under 
a full conviction that Mr. Clinton would not accept the nomination 
unless he was sincerely desirous to act with us in the future; that 
our party was powerful and had always been magnanimous; that 
I would be oTatified if a majority of the meeting should concur with 
me in these sentiments, but that if I was so unfortunate as to fail 
in this, I would support cheerfully and heartily the candidate of 
their choice. I then moved to substitute the name of ^Ir. Clinton 
for that of Judge Taylor. I was followed by the gallant Gen. 
I-veavenworth, of the Assembly, who, tho’ a law-partner and warm 
friend of Gen. Root, who was at that time a leader of the opposi¬ 
tion to Clinton, supported my motion in a very impressive speech. 
ITe ajipi eciatecl and applauded the grounds on which I had proposed 
the re-nomination, and sustained them with a zeal and earnestness 
that obtained for him credit and a kind reception from all present. 
My recollection is very distinct of the favorable impression made 
upon me by the absence of anything like violent attack upon ^Ir. 
Clinton. Upon the ballot h'lr. Clinton I'eceived sixteen votes, and 
Taylor thirty two. Tompkins and Taylor were then nominated, and 
a Committee having been appointed to prepare an Address to the 
People, I was n\ade Chairman and wrote the Address.^ It contained 
a full review of the matters in controversy between Great Britain 
and ourselves, and was extensively published at the time and after¬ 
wards and very well received by the public. Judge Spencer in the 
warmth and I should add in the excess of his admiration called it 
a second Declaration of Independence. 

The Federalists nominated Stephen Van Rensselaer for Governor 
and James Huntington for Lieut. Governor. A number of Mr. 
Clinton’s prominent friends, including such names as those of Gen¬ 
erals German and Van Courtlandt came out with an address in 
which they severely censured the administration of Mr. Madison, 
and protested against the support of Tompkins. ^ly course on the 
occasion caused a final political separation between my early friend 
John C. Hogeboom and myself. He was a clear headed and strong 
minded man, and always an ardent friend of Mr. Clinton, who cor¬ 
dially reciprocated his regard. He had taken an early interest in 
my success, and I fortunately had it in niy power to make him ample 
returns for his friendly offices before his death. We had a warm 
correspondence upon the subject of supporting Tompkins which 
ended in a settled difference of opinion. When he saw that I was 
designated to write the Address, he came to Albany to dissuade me 

autograph draft of this Address is in the Van Buron Papers in fiif- lAhnn-y of 
(Congress under date of ISIS, March. 
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the Bank of America, to promote the passage of its charter. It is 
very poasiblo that the Federalists, altho’ they would have supitorted 
that bill m any event, imposed this tribute upon the agents. Thomas 
wa,s a man of great address, and very unscntpuloiis. “ He may have 
managed the whole affair without letting ilr. Clinton know anv- 
thiiig about It. The supposition is not in harmony with cotemo'o- 
raneous and following events—but may notwithstanding be true. In¬ 
structed by a subsequent disclosure (applicable also to Mr. Clinton) 
how easy It is to be mistaken in similar mattei-s, I pass frrau the 
subject without expressing or even entertaining a decided oiiinion 
ill regard to itd 


The election of 1813 fortunately continued in liis place the patri¬ 
otic Tompkins but the federalists again succeeded in obtaining a 
majority in the House of Assembly. "We were therefore doomed to 
struggle thro’ another session without the ability to render any essen¬ 
tial aid to the public cause. The indecorous violence of their an.swer 
to the Governor’s speech (then the authentic exponent of party 
feelings) and of their speeches in support of it, exceeded those of the 
last session. They perseveringly refused to concur in any measure 
designed to support the war, and the session wore away in imavailino; 
efforts on our part to strengthen the national arm, and in public 
conferences, in which the People took an increased interest, and 
which, tho’ still fruitless in the Legislature, had a- happy effect in 
preparing the public mind for the election of 1814. The spirit that 
actuated our opponents in the Assembly governed also tile action of 
the same party in Congress, and in most if not all the State Logis- 
]:itures, but most violently in the Eastern States. There matters 
were apparently in rapid progress which would tender to the Fed¬ 
eral Government the alternative of a discreditable peace or a separa¬ 
tion of the Union. It is believed that the subsequent pteace alone, 
the news of which met the agents of the Hartford Convention on 
their way to Washington, saved that section 'from the full develop¬ 
ment of a treasonable design. 

This humiliating state of things was discouraging to the sup¬ 
porters of the War, but they did not despair. To remove as far as 
possible the general gloom, a meeting was called of the members of the 
Legislature,® the Eepublicans of Albany, and those from the country 
who might then be at the seat of Goverament. It convened at the 
Capitol on the evening of April 14th 1814, and was well attended, 
altho’ I can never forgot the painful anxiety and apparent despond- 


1 Clinton, lioweven, did conduct an intrigue mtli the Federalists in New York and in 
other States. The story Ls told in the memorandum printed in Life and CorrespSnd- 
ence of lliifus King, V, 204 and subsequent pages. Some additional^faets an'^given m 
Hammond, History of rolitieal Parties in the State of New York, I, 015. V. C. F. 

“ MS. I, p. 70. 
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ency visible on the coimtenances of those who composed it. I en¬ 
deavoured to revive their spirits and rekindle their confidence in a 
speech of considerable length. Whilst speaking I was struck with 
the excited countenance of a strcjiger to me, wearing a fur cap and 
not distant from me in tlie crowd. Wlien I closed, he took off his 
cap and wdthout moving from his position, made a speech which by 
the remarkable sweetness of his voice, the .grace and ease of his elo¬ 
cution, and the sanguine and inspiriting character of his remarks 
produced a thrilling effect upon the meeting. I soon ascertained 
that this was Peter R. Livingston, the son-in-law of Chancellor Liv¬ 
ingston, who had that evening arrived in Albany as the Chancelloi-’s 
agent to oppose Governor Ogden’s petition to the Legislature. 

I thanked him heartily for his opportune and effective si^eech, and 
have not suffered the favorable impression he made upon me that 
night to be effaced by his subsequent unfriendly dispositions. As 
soon as he closed I oft'ercd a series of Resolutions, 'which were passed 
by acclamation, and the meeting broke up in excellent spirits. 

I give a few brief extracts from the Resolutions to sheAv the 
temper of the time, and the plainness of speech by which it was 
characterized: 

At tliis interestiufi; period of onv National Affairs, wlien onr soverument is 
combating with a wily, vindictive, and sanguinary foe; when domestic disaffec¬ 
tion and foreign partialities present their callous fronts at every corner and 
when file present hopes and future pros])ects of the people of New York are 
to he tested hy the exercise of the elective franchise,—at a period of such 
anxiety and solicitude tins meeting composed of citizens from almost every 
section of the State take the liberty of publicly expressing their sentiments on 
the subject. 

That “ evei'y difCei’ence of opinion is not a difference of principle ”—that on 
the vaidous operations of government with irbieh the public welfare are 
connected an honest difference of opinion may exist—that when tliose differ¬ 
ences are discussed and the principles of contending parties [sought to hej are 
supported with candor, fairness and moderation, the very discord which is 
thus produced, may in a government like ours, be conducive to the public 
good—we cheerfully admit. 

But that when on the other hand, the opposition clearly evince, that all their 
clamors are the result of predetermined and immutable hostility lliat, as 
between their ovm government and the open enemies of the laud, they dare, 
as circumstances may require, unhlushiugly justify excuse or palliate the 
conduct of the latter and falsify, calumniate and condemn that of the 
former: when too in the means which are used to effect such unhallowed 
purposes, they are alike indifferent to the salutary provisions of the Constitu¬ 
tion, to the requisitions of national interest, or the obvious dictates of national 
honor—^that at such a time it Is the duty of every sound patriot, to do his 
utmost to arrest their guilty career, and to rescue from their aspiring grasp 
hi.s-bleeding country—no good man will deny. 

- To prove that such has been the conduct, and that such are and have been the 
view^ of the party in this country which st3des itself Federal —that their 
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encjr visible on the countenances of those who composed it. I en¬ 
deavoured to revive their spirits and rekindle their confidence in a 
speech of considerable length. Whilst speaking I was struck with 
the excited countenance of a stranger to me, wearing a fur ca^D and 
not distant from me in the crowd. When I closed, he took oh liis 
cap and without moving from his position, made a speech Avhich by 
the remarkable sweetness of his voice, the.grace and ease of his elo¬ 
cution, and the sanguine and inspiriting character of his remarks 
produced a thrilling effect upon the meeting. I soon ascertained 
that tills was Peter P. Livingston, the son-in-law of Chancellor Liv¬ 
ingston, who had that evening arrived in Albany as the Chancellor’s 
agent to oppose Governor Ogden’s petition to the Legislature. 
I thanked hun heartily for his opportune and effective speech, and 
have not sufi’ered the favorable impression he made upon me that 
night to bo effaced by his subsequent unfriendly dispositions. As 
soon as he closed I offered a series of Resolutions, which were passed 
by acclamation, and the meeting broke up in excellent spirits. 

I give a few brief extracts from the Resolutions to shew the 
temper of the time, and the plainness of speech by which it was 
characterized; 

At this interesting? period of oiir National Affairs, when oar "overninent is 
combating with a wily, vindictive, and sanguinary foe; when domestic disaffec¬ 
tion and foreign i^artialities present their callous fronts at every corner and 
when the present hopes and future pros])ects of the people of New York arc 
to be tested by the exercise of the elective franchise,—at a period of such 
anxiety and solicitude this meeting composed of citizens from almost every 
section of the State take tlie liberty of publicly expressing their sentiments on 
tlie subject. 

That “ eveiy difference of opinion is not a difference of principle”—that on 
the various operations of government with which the public welfare are 
connected an honest difference of opinion may exist—that when those differ¬ 
ences are discussed and the principles of contending parties [sought to bej are 
supported with candor, fairness and moderation, the very discord which is 
thus produced, may in a government like ours, be conducive to the public 
good—we cheerfully admit. 

But that wlien on the other hand, the opposition clearly evince, that all their 
clamors are the result of predetermined and immutable hostility that, as 
between their own government and the open enemies of the laud, they dare, 
as circumstances may require, uuhlushiugly justify excuse or palliate the 
conduct of the latter and falsify, calumniate and condemn that of the 
former; when too in the means which are used to effect such unhallowed 
purposes, they are alike indifferent to the salutai-y provisions of the Constitu¬ 
tion, to the requi.sitions of national interest, or the obvious dictates of national 
honor—that at such a time it is the duty of evei-y sound patriot, to do his 
iitmo.st to arrest their guilty career, and to rescue from their aspiring grasp 
his-bleecliiig country—no good man will deny. 

' To prove that such has been the conduct, and that such are and have been the 
view^ of the party in this country which stydes itself Federal —that their 
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'■ Ii,is((try is ii iiistory nl’ injnrii's aiui nsiirimtimu; all lunin^ I’ur 

tln'ii' hlii-i'ctl ('UluT till' sulijerlitiu u(’ llu> rifihls and iulcMH'Sls al’ llu'ir 

ciiuutry in hi'f aiH'ic'iil and uucrasliuj I'm*, or a base jirost il id ion n! Us I'air 
I’anio I’l*!' soliish and aiiildlions piirpost's ‘ 1<M lacts Ix' snhmlitcd (o an in- 
(olli'iiMd and palriolic propli*.” 

'I’liidr niiposillon I’nr tlio Iasi; thirlci'ii yi'ars, lias Iuhmi uaivorsal, laalUniant'. 
and uin'oasin.a: (ludr opiinsUioii was (’ipmlly viriilciil. wlion oiir country was 
liasUiua in llio sunshluo of unpariilh'U'd prosperity, as It lias liccn whilo her 
political horizon has liccn obscurcil by the tdoiids id’ ndvcrslly: 

'I'hcy opjiosctl the aboililon of |dln‘<M aiidl lulciauil taxes wluai those laxi'S 
were riaulered umleces^Mry by tin* j^ein'riil prosperity of I lie country: they 
opposi'd the i^nposillon of the same lax(‘s wln*a lln'ir iiaiiosilloa la'cann* 
nn•e^.sary to llu* aialnti'iiaiice id' oar .National honor: 

I'liey o[»poscd (he rcdnclion id' tin* .National debt, wln’n tin* means of its 
rc(!ui iion \\er<* in the jtower of the aoverniiK'iit : tlu'.v opposed Ihe Increase id’ 
(in* national liebt, wlien its incrcan*, or an abandmiuient of every nttrlinite of 
a I'rci- pcoph*. had bccotiie oiir only nlternalivi*; they clainored iniicli on 
accoimi (d’ till' aimri'ssions on oiir coimncrce by tin* la'lUrerents, and their 
Mori-hants presmdci! petition al’ler petition, and meniorhd after nn'iiiorlal, to 
t’on;',ress, that (ln\v should vlndlcati* our coinmereial rlidds: they have uni- 
lidanly calnmniaicd and opposed every nu’asnn* id’ tin* tnwermnent adopted 
for their \indicallon or siippm't : they opiiosed hind evailctll ail I'oiiniicrehil 
rc:.( rictions on Ihe r.roiuid of llielr iiietllcacy, and that war, and war alone 
Mas, Ihe proper course for f^overnnient to pursue, and on Ihi.s sniijci*! they 
I rinnipliain ly declared "that tin* .\duiinlsl rat Ion could not be Uii’Kcd Into a 
War": (hc.\ opposed (la* war when it was declared on lhe.c;round Hint it was 
ImpeiiHc. nnjnsl, and nnini’essary; 

'I’liey ini\e always I’labned |o be (he friends of order and (In* constllnlloii, 
and ;is Mieli frieml.s of order and (In* <*ofiN( It n( hni, (heir oppos!li<in to (’luern 
nieiit, in (he proseeullon of the present jiist atid iieci'ssury war, luni been 
cliaracterizod by aids of \ iolcnci*, deKeneracy and di'pravity witliont a pariillel 
in the history of any <'lvnized {.nwernnionl on earth. 

'I’o cnuiiiernte Ihe various acl.s with whicii tin* iVi'llnas of (he Aiuerleiin 
people liaM' been wounded and insulted, the occiislon will not ndiiiil id'; l.cl 
their mo.st prominent acts liieretore, be alone coiisldered. While I lie | im 
ilividedl coiiibincd power of the etieniy and hh: Haian'c iillli*;; has been directed 
aealnr t ns, and our froiitlcr.s drciiclicd willi blood of niiolfciidliir. woiiie.i and 
cbddrcn, Hie lUidivldiMl powers of I la* o])pie.llton Inive been eserted 

'I'o destroy nil eonfidctiei* bolwecii the ficoph* ainl tin'll' KoV(*rmneni. 

'I'll ndsrejn'eseiil the biller, iiiid to deceive, dlstrne! and cajole llio former, 

'I'll deprh e the Koveriiiiiciit of |h<* 1 wo nrcnl si new s of war iiicii and numey : 
prevciiibia enli.slmenls by dl.semiliH'iiaiiclnjj and caliiiiiiiiatbn', tiolli oillccrs ;iiid 
soldiers 

hei'eallim Iho rn’cesv-'ary loans', by allemplin;'; lo .slialio the eoidldeiiee of the 
people 111 tile stability of the r.oVi'i'miieiit : 

'I’o render llie war odious and nnpopular 

i’.y Iho most dir'i'anl jiorvorsloir; of (he iniitters In eoiilro\or.sy, and tin* 
prelelisions of oiir yovornmoul ; 

Hi till* iiio.sl eriniimd judlliealhni of tho <*ondin*t of Iho (‘iieliiy mid Ihe 
vilest e\ teiinathill of all Hielr oiiiirmi!tos ; 

'I'o parali'/e (he arm of (he government niid frlKitleri the weak ami timid 
from its support 

Ji.\ (‘M'iilnr: Insnrreetiou and rebellion In the east ; 
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By openly threatening a dissolution of the union, and laboring Incessiuitly 
to sow the seeds of Jealousy and disunion between tbe northern and southern 
states; and 

Bv exercising in each state the same unworthy means as are practised by 
them throughout the union. 

For while in tliis State they profess great solicitude for the sufferings of our 
citizens on the frontiers; they have inveterately opposed the raising a volunteer 
corp.s for their defence unless under the disgracel'ul stipulation,—that Uiey 
shall not annoy the enemy—while also they seek to hide the deformity of their 
conduct in relation to our army, by professing attachment to the naval service; 
we find them opposing, with disgusting violence, a hill to encouragci privateer¬ 
ing. which passed tlie Senate of this State, but was negatived by the Assembly, 
hecanse it had for its object to harass the enemy. 

But we forbear the disgusting enumeration of acts so evincive of a (leplorablo 
degeneracy of a great portion of the American people, so well calculated to 
continue the war into which onr country has hecui driven—to tarnisli onr 
national character and (unless successfully resisted) t() drive our governiucut 
to an injurious and disgraceful peace. 

Therefore Resolved, That while we congratulate oui‘'fellow citmons on the 
happy revival of the feelings, sentiments, and spirit of the revolution wliicli is 
every where manifesting itself; and oui- republican biadhren in i)arti('uhir, on 
the heart cheering zeal and unanimity which pervades their rank.s, vvhich prom¬ 
ises the total overthrow of that Anti American spirit which disguised under tin? 
specious garb of Federalism, has too long preyi'd upon the vitals of the nation— 
which excites a lively hope that the councils of tliis great and powand'ul stule 
will speedily be wholly rescued from the hands of those who have disgraced 
them— 

We warmly and earne.stly conjure our Itepuhlican brethren, by tlic regiird 
they have for their owu rights; by the love they bear theii- country, and by the 
name.s of the departed worthies of the revolution, to he up and doing, and .so to 
act that at the termination of the contest, eacli of them may tiMmnpluinlly 
exclaim—“ I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course—I have kepi 
the faith.” ^ 

Daniel Waknmii (Hui'n 

P G Childs Sec’ry. 


^A copy of tho Notes and Resolutions of this meeting, togothor with Van Huron’s juito- 
graph draft of the Resolutions, are in the Van Buren Papers, 1814, April 14. 


CHAPTEE IV. 


The election of 1814 which followed in a few weeks was the most 
important of any ever held in the State, and resulted in the complete 
humiliation of our opponents by a triumph that gladdened the 
heart of every patriot in the land. We, for the first time since 
the declaration of War elected not only a large majority of our 
Members of Congress, but majorities also in both Houses of the 
Legislature, and thus secured oiir ascendancy in every branch of 
the Govermnent. In the succeeding month of August the enemy 
captured the city of Washington, burned the Capitol and other 
public buildings, and drove the President and his Cabinet from the 
Seat of Government. The regret occasioned by this event—this 
desecration of our most consecrated spot by the ruthless tread of 
hostile steps—^was in no small degree relieved by the knowledge 
that New York had been rescued from the hands of an unrelenting- 
faction, and might now be relied on to furnish efficient aid to the 
general Cause. 

The attention of the friends of the Country in all directions was 
therefore tufned to Tompkins and the great State over which he 
presided. He did not disappoint their expectations but called an 
Extra-Session of the Legislature in the month of August,^ and 
spread before it in an eloquent and patriotic Speech the actual 
condition of the Country—invokmg its aid to support the National 
Arm. Never did a Legislative body assemble under circumstances 
of deeper interest, never one more solemnly impressed with a sense 
of the responsibilities resting upon it, never one more firmly and 
disinterestedly resolved to discharge all its duties. I was again 
appointed Chairman of the Committee on the Governor’s Speech, 
and reported an answer which was adopted in the senate by acclama¬ 
tion and which I insert here. 

The Answer of the Senate to the Speech of His Excellency the Governor. 
Sir, 

The Senate at the close of their last session indulged with your Excellency 
in the pleasing expectation, that hefore this period the blessings of peace would 
have been restored to their country on terms consistent with its honor & 
Interest. They are however by subsequent events reluctantly compelled to bear 
testimony to the insincerity of the professions on which those reasonable ex¬ 
pectations were founded. 

They have seen the enemy, while indulging in the vain hope that those pro¬ 
fessions would lead us into fancied but fatal impressions of security, applying 


^ The legislature met September 26, 1S14,—W. C, F. 
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liis energies to a vigorous prosecution of the war, and they have seen too with 
regret although not with dismay, that after luiviug thus added duplicity to 
outrage, he has conducted the contest iu a inauiier in the last degree disgrace¬ 
ful to a civilized nation & totally repugnant to the established rules of legiti¬ 
mate warfare. 

That he is actuated by the most malignant hostility—that during the present 
season he contemplated the most extensive injury to the future welfare of our 
beloved country, if not the destruction of its constitution & the consequent 
prostration of our excellent political institutions—that intoxicated by the re¬ 
cent events in Europe which have given to the political complexi<.)n of tlie world 
a new character, and seduced by his unliinitecl coulideuce in the invincibility 
of his Legions, he fondly hoped to carry victory into the very heart of the 
country & by the wide spread desolation which should mark his course to 
compel the American people if not to acknowledge the legitimacy of his 
authority^ at least to recognize & admit tlie supremacy of his power—must 
he obvious to all. 

The Senate therefore iu common with your excellency and as they hope the 
whole American people “ cannot but exult that thus far we have sustained the 
shock with firmness & gathered laurels from the strife ”—that altliougli he 
has succeeded in penetrating to the Capital & in the conihigratimis of the 
monuments of art with which by tlie enterprise & public spirit of the nation 
it had been adorned, his success has before this time been emllittered with the 
reflection that by tlieir blaze he has kindled a flame of patriotism, -wliich 
prevades every section of tlie union, by which he has been seriously scordiod 
at Baltimore, & wdiicli threatens his compleat iiimihilation at every a.ssiulnble 
point of Ae union to which his amhilion or his resentment may.lead liim. 

The Senate have witne.ssed with the same emotioms, with the same oiitltusi- 
astic admiration evinced by your excellency the brilliant exploits achieved by 
our army & navy during the present campaign—achievements, wliieli in Ihelr 
consequences have been so immediately & extensively benefleial to our frontier 
citizens, achievements which will not lose iu the comparison -with the most 
gallant efforts of the veterans of the old-world—exploits that have pierced the 
gloom which for a season obscured our political horizon & dispelled the fearful 
forebodings which past disasters had excited—exploits which have fully iiiain- 
taiiied if not enhanced the proud & enviable fame of our gallant tars—which 
have covered the actors iu those hrlglit scenes witli never fading lanr('ls and 
which will until public gratitude ceases to he a public virtue ensure the liigliest 
testimonials which a free people can yield to freemen—unceasing reveronce for 
the luemorj' of those who have died on the field of honor & acts of unceasing 
gi’atitude & esteem towards their noble survivors. 

The Senate have seen with great satisfaction the prompt & eflicacious meas¬ 
ures adopted by your excellency to avert the dangers which impended 1 ?1 tlie 
State, and believing as they do that whatever excess of c'xecutive aiithorUy may 
have been indulged in, it has been not only exclusively intended for the promo¬ 
tion of the general good but was moreover rendered indispensible by the im¬ 
perious nature of existing circumstances—they cannot doubt but tlmt the acts 
to which your excellency has referred will be such as to conimand their appro¬ 
bation & support. 

The Senate cannot forego the opportunity afforded them of uniting willi your 
excellency, in an expression of the high satisfaction with which they havo 
observed the increasing unanimity & noble ardovir in our countries cause whirdi 
pervades almost the whole community. 

That on questions of local policy and the fitness of men for public statiinis 
we should ever he exempt from differences of opinion was not to be expected, 
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:i 1( Ill'll!' li .".i inict iiiii'S I’lii’r.ii cd In cxci'-s \ lu jii'iulih i> n \'iI'lih'iii'c 

wliirli :i!l iiu'ii iiiii-u di’iilorc, they :iri> iict'i\ il lisuiiidiiin prodiud i vc 

(d' imirli ii:it iotKil unnd. r.ul i" lnur siii'piiscd lluu n |u'o|(li‘ .ji'iilous id' (lirir 
idydds ik piMud (d’ (iifir unfiouiil clmiMrlcr '•"iilil, ntt tlic iiiicsiinii id’ fosisliui;' lln> 
<d’ llu' i>|)i‘!i riii‘nd(‘S ol' lln- liiiiii \ildch liiiir [(onnlcd 

till* .soil \ w Idi'li llirciilfu IIh' di‘tii'>li(i"ii id' nnw fair I'aln'ics wliii'U liavc hi'cn 
cuiiM'i'ralI'd to i'n'ciiciu by (hr (“dund ik .mi iVn'iuas id’ lludr i’atlu'iM lha(. un a 
HUt'sduu td’ such \ilal iiiiMiicid, su well cahadalt'd to c\ciic all (he [tal rad i.sin, 
(ti areii.M* ail (he Sjdril vk- iu call iidu vi.aeroii;! aetiuii ail (he laleid eiiei'a,ie.s id' 
(he iialinii (hey widihl haij;' I'eidiiiue (e wa.sie (heir ;d remd h in erindiui! and 
uniiridilaide eulllsloiis would have l>eeii a base libel on (heir eliaraeier. 

While lUerel'ore (he Seinde will !i( all (inies de all (hat in Ihetn lle.s lo 
I'riisdaKe' (lu* elTeiMs, lu deCeal (lie prejeel •! tk-, (o t>\i>ose (o piihlie uldoiiny <Jt 
repricieh (he I'uudUel oC all (hoie who di'.slilnie oC dial liobh* hue <d' eoiiidry 
w (lieh aboiild ehar;a'leri/e Ainerieau.s al Ihi.s peri Ion,erisi:; id’ oiir aCl'jib'.s, wiio 
preCerriii!', (he lnllM•e^d:; of parly (u (hose* oC (heir eoiinlry, in’ aelmded by 
imdi'ir:i inure deeply eriiiiiuul, idiull adeiiipl (o aid (he I’oe by lu'aphi!'; nit- 
Coiiiided eabmiiiie,'. oil (he eonsdiuled audatrilies id’ (he Couidry, or sindl 
.seek lo e\ei(e d i.'-.l raid ion A nlanii in die eoiineiks (d’ die nalloii or in any 
oiher way aileuipl lo parallr.e (lie arm of aoM'i'inneiil, .Md freely sensible 
(lad “e\er.\ diiferenee of opinion is uo( n dilVerenee in principle” (hey will 
on ail oeea.'doiis feid 1( (o he (heir duly as 11 is (heir witdi (o ai'ford (o I he 
inerilorion:: soldier his due reward, wiliioiil, reyard lo seid or par(,\'. 

'I’he r.real Iiileresi wlileli (he Slate of New York has in (he proseenlion ik'. 
lerininadon of (he conirover.sy in which our eouniry is iiisolved, (he hiyh 
de^>dny |o wdileh her local sldialloii, die e.sleu! ol’ her re.sonrees, (he libendlly 
id' her !e";i.‘dailire N (he ardor of her sons incy lead her, have been duly 
appi'cel.'i(eil by yoiir excellency, 'i'he Senate ph‘d;!;e (heir bc.d e.'cerdon (o 
re;ili'/.e IhoM* r.i'eal N Well founded e\peel a I ion;: olid rel.llnr, on (he .Iiislice of 
oiir came for (he approveinenl of a dust (iod lhe.\ caniiid inil Ihdier (hem 
:elsc :, (hat ill due : e.'ison (he .\niericau anus \,ll! he crowned widi eonipleal 
f.iiccc's iV die mild I'eir.ll of peace he leslured |o oiir liovs' oppre.ssed I'i bleeditiy 

I oind I'v 

Aiiitdpj; (he }d’(»eee(liiio-s wm; my iiil I'odib’limi iif (he '■A'la.sst- 

liealioii Ihill" prepa red hy myseir .sl'lei’ riill emi.siill nl inn wilh our 
rrieiid;: in ho(li lloii.se,:, and lei me .add, in jib:(iee lo ope who, will) 
n e.'ipaeily .seareely iiiferior (o :niy, iV.lled so .sadly in (h(‘ rslimalion 
td‘ hi.s ('oiinl rymeu, al'ler availing mysidf also of (he mililiiry e.\pe 
rieiu’o of Aiu’on Uuri’ who was (hen at. Alhaiiy. 'This P.ill author 
i/,ed (he (iovi'i’iior to call into actual si'iwiee d’welve d'hoiisand of the. 
Slate Militia, to l)i‘ tidvcn from or reernited hy Chbises to he rormed 
(Hit id’ the free while, male inliahit:ints id’ the Slate, o\'er the. aoe, 
id’ hS years, aeeordiii.o- to their respective edates, ahilities and eir 
emnst(dices. If any Class failed to prodiiee an tdile hodied man, idiy 
memhi'C id’ Iho class inty;h( furnish him, and therehy entitle himself 
to lhe:-uni id'd'wo lliiiulred Dollar:;, to he raised hy assessinenl, from 
the whole elm... aeeordiiiji: (o (he appraisement m* v.alualion up- 

' I'r.iiH Ihr jmhi;..ijiii)i Ur.01 l.,i Viiii lUiO'ii in llm Vnii I’.urcii Ciiiicivi, l.ll.rnry <.1’ t'mi 

j re , 'I'll.- . iM-.-. li i. inim.-d In III.- .l.nincU ..1' lii.- .New Yi.rli ScinOi- ... 

Oi-n>t'<T t. IS) (. iiinl w.i;; jiic ;i-nif(l ti> llic U.iv.-rnm' Oi-liUi<-r 
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pended to the Enrolment, and if a man was not thus produced the 
Bill contained other stringent provisions to enable the proper offi¬ 
cer to procure him, at the expense of the class in default, upon the 
same principle. The troops thus raised were to supply to that extent 
calls by the Federal Government upon the State Militia. The object 
was not only to improve the character of the aid rendered to the 
service, under calls for Militia, by the superior efficiency of troops 
thus raised over undisciplined recruits, but also to render the con¬ 
tributions of the People to Militia Service more proportionate to 
their interests and Means that was the case under the then existing 
law. The Bill proceeded upon the principle that all expenses in¬ 
curred, or burdens imposed to preserve domestic order or to 
repel invasion should be borne as nearly as possible by each 
citizen proportionately to his interests, pecuniary as well as per¬ 
sona], in the benefits to be thus secured: in other words to apply to 
the Militia. Service the principle that has always prevailed in regard 
to the support of the Army and Navy. The Bill excited the indigna¬ 
tion of the wealthy classes generally, and paidicularly of those 
among them who were opposed to the War, and I was of course 
grossly abused by their mouth-pieces—so much so that in my own 
County the federal press advised its readers to withhold the courte¬ 
sies of life from so bad a man. On one occasion I was accosted in 
the street by my great professional antagonist, Elisha Williams, 
(then a member of the House of Assembly) with this character¬ 
istic remark,—^‘Van Buren, my federal friends are such-fools 

as to believe that you are in earnest with your Conscription Bill, 
and mean to carry it through, and I cannot convince them to the 
contrary.” I told him that his friends wmre right, and that I was 
surprised to find that they understood me better than ho, wdio ouglit 
to Icnow me best. He raised both hands in amazement and replied 
that he had always regarded me as a man of too much sense to get 
into such a scrape. 

We fought the Bill through against the violent opposition of the 
Federalists aided by General Root, who denounced it with great bit¬ 
terness.^ His opiiosition was, however, much more than counterbal¬ 
anced by the manly and vigorous support of several of the [Federal¬ 
ist?] Senators. General Scott sent a copy of the Bill to Mr. Monroe, 
then Secretary of War, and it was believed to have entered into the 
composition of a somewhat similar plan that he recommended to 
Congress.- Governor Tompkins waited till the regular Winter ses¬ 
sion to obtain some amendments necessary to facilitate its execution, 

’ Tiio l)iIJ bocame a law October 24, 1514.—W, C. P. 

-Monroe'.s measiiro nia.v be studied from his “Explanatory observations” and other 
papers in the State Papers, Military Affairs, I, 515, and in Henry Adams, History of 
the United States, VIII, 264.—W. C. F. 
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upon points wliicli had been overlooked in our anxiety to establish 
the piinciple; I applied at the opening of the session for a Commit¬ 
tee, and we were engaged upon the subject when the Express ar¬ 
rived bringing the news of peace. The original draft of the Bill in 
my handwriting, is filed among the archives of the Senate, with the 
following endorsement:— 

The original classification Bill—to be preserved as a Memento of the Patriot¬ 
ism, Intelligence and Firmness of the Legislature of 1814^13. 

^ M. Y. Bltien. 

Filed, Feb’' 21®* 1815 

The additional results of the active patriotism of the Bepiiblican 
members were Bills to raise the pay of the Militia while in the 
service of the United States,—to Encourage Privateering—to raise a 
Corps of Sea fencibles,—and to raise two Begiments of colored men. 
These laws were highly approved at Wasliington, and President 
Madison, to testify the sense of the national administration of the 
high stand taken by Islew York, ofiiered to Governor Tompkins the 
office of Secretary of State,^ made vacant by [the transfer of James 
Monroe to the War Department.] 

Although surrounded by difficulties which were calculated to dis¬ 
turb the strongest nerves and constantly obliged to jeopard his 
private fortune by personal responsibilities, indispensably assumed 
for the public service, and thereby laying the foundation for the de¬ 
struction of his future peace of mind, he [Tompkins] declined an 
appointment which was then regarded as the stepping stone to the 
Presidency. The reason assigned for his declension was his convic¬ 
tion that he could, during the continuance of the War, be of more 
sendee to the country in the position of Governor of New York, than 
in that of Secretary of State. There is no doubt that this was the 
only consideration that determined his conduct, and it presented an 
instance of p)m’e and self sacidficing patriotism, rarely equalled and 
certainly not surpassed by any single act during the War. 

Chancellor Kent objected, in the Council of Revision, to the 
Classification Bill, the Bill to raise a ° corps of sea-fencibles, and the 
Bill to encourage Privateering, and delivered an Opinion, which 
savoured more than was deemed suitable to the occasion of an ap¬ 
peal to popular prejudices. My friend Col. Samuel Young, who had 
commenced his legislative career at the previous session, with much 
promise, and was now Speaker of the Assembly, answered and suc¬ 
cessfully refuted the Chancellor’s objections to the Classification 
Act in one or two able numbers published in the Albany Argus, over 
the signature of “JwWs comultus.^'^ The Chancellor replied over 


1 OfCer made September 29, 1814.—W. C. P. 


^ MS. I, p. 75. 
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that of ‘‘^Amicua Curiae ” Col. Young, having confined himself 
principally to the Classification Bill, I took up the subject of the 
Chancellor’s objections to the Bill to encourage Privateering, over 
the signature of Juris consultusC Finding that he had in¬ 

volved himself in a controversy uncongenial with his amiable and 
generally pacific disposition, the Chancellor retired with a Card, 
indicative of a sense of discomfiture. This was replied to by Amiom 
Juris Consultus^ in the same form, and the discussion was closed. 

The Chancellor’s second and last number in reply to Juris Con- 
sultus appeared on the 28th of iSToveinber 1814, and concluded with 
the following sentence;—“The public attention appears now to 
be properly awakened to the all important merits of our Conscription 
Policy. I am a great friend to the freedom and utility of public 
discussion,* and I have no doubt it will be found now, as it has in 
all former times, that a free press is the great guardian of civil 
Liberty. So fully do I believe in its efficiency that if the Consti- 
tiiition was subverted and tyranny seated on the throne, 
surrounded by her sycophants, her parasites, her informers, her 
guards, her assassins and her executioners, a free press would restore 
the one and overturn the other.” 

The first number of Amicus Juris Gonsultus appeared on the next 
day, and the Chancellors card (which Avill be found with it), on 
the second day following. 

I have deemed the portion of these papers in my possession worthy 
of preservation, and they accompany this Memoir,^ not on account 
of their merits, from higher considerations. The spirit Avith 
which the loublick mind influenced and supported the legislation 
referred to, when regarded in connection with the actual position 
and pretensions of the enemy, afford, I cannot but think, a most 
gratifying exhibition of the character of our People under circum¬ 
stances more trying than any to which our Country has been ex¬ 
posed since the War of the Eevolution. The sacking of Washing¬ 
ton—^that wanton act of barbarity—and the temporary dispersion 
of the Government, haAm already been spoken of. These had been 
followed up by a formal announcement to the President by the 
British naval Commander on our coast upon pretences of the most 
unfounded character, that he intended to employ the forces under 
his direction “ in destroying and laying waste such towns and dis¬ 
tricts on our coast as might be found assailable.”^ By despatches 
received from our Ministers at Ghent (during the brief Extra-ses¬ 
sion at which these laAvs were passed, and this objection interposed) 
it api^ears that the demands of the Enemy were as follows: 


* In tho A'an Bui'on I’iipoi'S under dates of Nov. and Doc. 1814. 

• Coctirane to Monroo, August IS, 1814—before the sacking of AA''asbiagton.—AV. C. P. 
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1st. That their Indian Allies should be embraced in the treatv. and 
a boundary line between them and us permanently settled, beyond 
winch we shouUl not be permitted to purchase any'land, or exJrcise 
jurisdiction; and^ a line was proposed by which the United States 
would have deprived themselves of the jurisdiction of at least one 
thiid of their original territory, including large portions of the 
population of Ohio, Michigan, and Illinois Territories, ajul whi.-h 
would also have annulled several Treaties we had made with the 
Indian Tiibcs I>y which the Indian Title to several millions of acre> 
of land had been extinguished; and this article was declared to be a 
dne qua non to a Treaty of Peace: 

2d. That the entire military command of the Lakes, from Ontario 
to Erie, inclusive, in the form of an exclusive right to maintain naval 
armaments upon them and military’- Posts on their shores should be 
secured to Great Britain; the Britisli Commissioners declining to 
answer, for tlie present, the question whether this was also to be 
regarded as a sine qua non for the reason that they had already 
proposed one article of that character; 

3d. That tlrere should be a cession of as nnuii of the territory of 
Maine as might be necessary for a direct communication between 
Halifax and Quebeck; 

4th. That onr Fishermen should no longer have the right to dry 
their fish on tire coast of New Foundland; and 

5th. That a new Boundary should be run between them and us 
from Lake Superior to the ISIississippi.^ 

The indignation excited by these atrocious acts and insolent de¬ 
mands was intense, and soon satisfied the enemy that their crimes 
were also great blunders. It was at this crisis that Paifiis King 
and other distinguished federalists withdrew their opposition 
to the War, 'and cast the weight of their influence on the side of 
their own Country," and in our Legislature—hitherto, and still to a 
oreat extent, ,the hot-bed of faction—there were not wanting symp- 
toms of relaxation. 

Col. Benton, in his recent able work, places the subject of the 
conclusion of peace, without any stipulation of the subject of Im¬ 
pressment, upon its true grounds. That question was better dis¬ 
posed of tlian it would have been by any stipulation. We would 
now regard it as inconsistent with our national honor to ask or 
receive any promise on that point as the price of peace. The world 
knows that any action based upon such prete}ision in respect to our 
sailors -would be tantamount to a declaration of War. During her 
recent war with Kussia Great Britain has wisely taken a .step in 


1 See Henry Adams, History of the United States, ix, 17. W. C. F. . 

4ee a memorandum, dated October, 1S14. on the policy of the Federalists m the Uife 
and Corresponclonce of Rufus King, V, 422.—W'. C. F. 
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advance upon tlie general subject of maritime rights/ and there 
is no reason to apprehend that any similar questions will ever again 
be the cause of War between two Nations which have such strong 
inducements to be at peace. 

Our exemption from further molestation in these respects is one 
of the results of the War of 1812 and one of the many reasons why 
that event should be regarded as having been of more advantage 
to us than any that has occurred since the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution. 

I cannot allow myself to pass from the subject of the demands of 
the British Government without congratulating my countrymen on 
the dignity and immense power that the United States have ac¬ 
quired since that day. Wliat nation in the world would now deem 
it either wise or safe to propose to us such terms as indispensable 
conditions to a treaty of peace? Not one. 

The laws to which the Chancellor objected were passed in the 
Assembly by a vote of nearly three fourths, and, in the Senate, 
of about two thirds. In addition to this a Resolution passed the 
Assembly unanimously and was concurred in by the Senate, with 
equal cordiality, declaring that the House of Assembly of the 
State of New York view with mingled emotions of surprise and 
indignation the extravagant and disgraceful terms proposed b^^ 
the British Commissioners at Ghent; that however ai-dently they 
might desire the restoration of peace to their countrjq they would 
never consent to receive it at the sacrifice of National honor and 
dignity.” But it was seen with pain and regret that a very slight 
portion, if any, of these feelings had reached the breast of the 
Chancellor, or it would perhaps be nearer the truth to say, of those 
by whose counsels his political course was greatly influenced. Ob¬ 
jections founded on exclusively constitutional grounds, expressed 
with moderation, and accompanied by ciinumstances indicative of 
regret that official duty prevented a different conclusion, would 
doubtless have been received in a liberal and indulgent spirit, but 
the construction and temxoer of his Opinion closed the door against 
any such inferences, and the fact, charged at the time and never 
denied that he furnished a copy for the newspapers, shewed that it 
originated in a partizan spirit. It was under these circumstances 
that Col. Young and myself, both young men, then only in the second 
year of our public service, stepped forward and arraigned the con¬ 
duct of the Chancellor at the bar of publick opinion in terms that 
we would, in a different state of things, have never thought of em¬ 
ploying. If anything were wanting besides what appears in the 

‘This rofei-s to the declaration adopted in April, ISRG, by a congress o£ several mari¬ 
time Powers assembled at Paris. The position of the United States is given in Wharton, 
Digest of the International Law of the United States, X, 342.—W. C. F. 
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articles written by me to shew the absence of any personal ill will on 
my part, it will be abundantly furnished by the following circum¬ 
stances. The Chancellor, shortly afterwards, determined to abstain 
from all participation in party politics, and wrote a letter to that 
effect to his friend Josiah Ogden Hoffman, which was published. 
As soon as it appeared I wrote an article for the Argus, the original 
diaft of which is still among my papers,^ and the portion of which 
relating to this subject was as follows:— 

Mr.^ Buel. I hope you will not fail to lay before your readers the 
very interesting letter from Chancellor Kent to 'Mi\ Hoffman. It 
cannot fail to be gratifying to every real friend to the Judiciary. 
They have witnessed with regret the unceasing attempts which have 
been for some time making by his Judicial friends to draw him, 
‘with them, into all the petty intrigues of a Cabal which keeps the 
state in commotion, in the hope that if they could not derive a full 
excuse from his participation, they would at least divide the odium 
by his community. The determination to withdraw himself from 
the party dissensions of the day, and to devote his time and atten¬ 
tion to the studies and duties of his office, expressed in this letter, is 
as it should be. His distinguished merits have been a subject of 
general admiration, and not unfrcquently, it is feared, of sinister 
commendation. It is however but bare justice to him to say that 
among the list of worthies who have at periods filled our highest 
Judicial Offices, many of whom have descended to the tomb, accom¬ 
panied by the benedictions of their fellow citizens, there has not been 
one who for spotless purity and exemplary industry in the discharge 
of his Judicial duties, has excelled the present Chancellor. There is 
no Equity Tribunal in this Country organized like our Court of 
Chancery; not one in which a single Judge ° possesses such extensive 
powers, and it is a source of just pride and satisfaction, that without 
subjecting ourselves to the charge of arrogance we can safely chal¬ 
lenge a comparison in point of learning, industry and all the quali¬ 
ties requisite for a Judge, between the present incumbent and the 
brightest luminaries of the law throughout the Union. xVs such his 
character is the property of the State, and should be guarded against 
encroachments with the utmost jealousy, and as such too it is doubly 
important that by his total exclusion from the angi’y conflicts of 
party (with which this State is yet. for a season, doomed to be 
afflicted,) all obstacles to yielding him, our united and cheerful ap¬ 
plause should be removed; so that when Virginians, without regard 
to party, expatiate on the distinguished talents of their Marshall,— 
when our Eastern brethren dwell with enthusiasm on the memory 
of their justly celebrated Parsons and boast of the erudition of 

’ Not fouDcl among the Van Burwi Papers. 


- ns. I, p. SO. 
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their Story, we too may be able to point to a Judicial character, on 
which New York reposes her claims to a fair equality with the 
proudest of her sister States. 

A steady adherence to the I’esolution contained in this letter is all 
that is necessary to secure this great End—every thing but that is 
already done. The Republicans of the State do not desire, nor wmuld 
they approve the active co-operation of the Judges of our superior 
Courts in those party strifes which our free political institutions 
must and will produce. The utmost of their wish is to see them 
“ devote their time mid attention to the studies omd duties of their 
offi-ceP Let Chancellor Kent therefore persevere in his praise¬ 
worthy determination, and at the appointed day when, by the im¬ 
perious provision of our Constitution, the high powers which have 
been delegated to him must be surrendered, he will find that that 
Party which can neither be intimidated by oppression, seduced by 
corruption, nor circumvented by artifice, is not wanting in liberality 
even to political opponents,—but there is no class of men who take 
more pleasure than they in bestowing the unbought and frecwdll offer¬ 
ing of their approbation and support upon official merit. 

Yliile passing dovoi the river on the morning after the appear¬ 
ance of my Card I met on the steamboat with a very clever lady and 
devoted friend of the Chancellor, who charged me with cruelty iii 
exciting him to the extent she had herself witnessed that morning; 
and, which made it worse, she said, he was very far from being niy 
enemy. I replied that she could not herself have seen the Card 
she referred to, or a person of her good sense would have perceived 
that the 'writer, whoever he might be, was none other than a triuv 
friend of the Chancellor. This profession in respect to my own 
feelings was entirely sincere. From my first acquaintance with him, 
until his death, I entertained for him sentiments of true esteem and 
great respect. If it is not a compliment too broad to be paid to an,y 
man, considering the frailty of human nature, and the bad ijiflucnces 
to which the best are exjDosed at times, through their x')assions, I 
would say that I do not believe that he ever, in his long and honor¬ 
able career, did an act, whatever may have been its error, that he nt. 
lea.st did not conscientiously think to be right. I was fir.st pro.- 
sented to him on my return home from the city of New York, whc'.i*i‘, 
I had been studying law, at the Columbian Circuit which he. wiiiS 
holding. ITe was sitting in the shade after-the labours of the .sum¬ 
mer’s day surrounded by a group composed of William P. Van 
Ness, Elisha Williams, Thomas P. Grosvenor, and others, who Avorc’*. 
greatly excited in consequence of some political occurrence, ami 
were giving vent to their feelings in the severest terms. They reti rc'.( 1 
one after another, and when he and myself were about the only 
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persons present he rose from his seat and exclaimed, “ Oh! these poli¬ 
ticians ! What trouble and vexation do thej?’ not cause! for myself 
I have been content to eat my cake in peace,” and, tapping me on 
the shoulder, added—“ don’t you think that is the wisest course, 
young man ! ” Almost, if not quite the last time I had the pleasure 
of meeting him, was nearly forty years afterwards in New York 
and in the street, on my way home from Washington, after the ex¬ 
piration of my Presidential Tenn. He took both niy hands, ex¬ 
pressed his great satisfaction in having met me, and insisteeV on my 
accompanying him to his house which was near at hand; and on 
my consenting to do so, he said at once, “ T have to ask your pardon. 
Sir, for the part I have taken in assisting to turn you out, and put¬ 
ting a man in your place, who is wholly unfit for it. I pledge you 
my honor. Sir, that I was then wholly ignorant of the fact, but now 
I know all about it! You made a very good President; I did not 
approve of all you did—but you did nothing of which either of us 
has reason to be ashamed; and vre ought not to have turned you out, 
without placing a more com|)etent man in your place, and in that 
matter I was sadly deceived, and I have, ever since I understood 
it, desired an opportunity to say to 3 ’'OU what I nov/ sa^^! ” I found 
it impossible to stop him until we had reached his house, wdien he 
introduced me to Mrs. Kent, and repeated to her what he had said 
to me. I spent an agreeable hour wdth him and parted with a 
promise on his part that he ■would paj’’ me a visit in the country. 

Ill my experience of men I have never known three men who 
received so nearly the same stamp from the hand of Nature as James 
Madison, Bushrod Washington and James Kent. In the simplicity, 
sincerity and inoffensiveness of their dispositions they were identi¬ 
cal; each owmed a delightful cheerfulness of temperament and an 
unvarying desire to develop that heaven-born quality in others. 
With a buoyancy of spirits and manners sometimes bordering on 
levit}'-, they never for a moment hazarded the respect of their friends 
or of those about them. Mr. Madison’s life having been devoted to 
politicks he was more reserved in regard to public affairs, but upon 
all other subjects they spoke their sentiments with the simplicity 
and directness of children. Kent possessed more genius and learning 
than his brother Judge, but Washington’s mind was of a highly 
respectable order. Mr. Emmet, in speaking to me of Kent, said that 
he was a learned and able Judge—but a poor Jury-man. The justice 
of this distinction frequently occurred to me. Elevated to the Bench 
at an early age, and ardently’- devoted to domestic life, he had 
mixed but little with the world and was proportionally disqualified 
to sift and weigh testimony. This was strikingly exhibitecl at the 
commencement of his official duties as Chancellor. Being obliged in 
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most cases to decide both law and fact, and too liable to be led into 
extremes, by his detestation of fraud, several of his first decrees 
failed to stand the test of review in the Court for the Correction of 
Errors. At the first or second Term of that Court, not fewer than 
six of his Decrees (speaking from memory) were reversed with the 
concurrence of his former brethren of the Supreme Court. ITaving 
occasion to call at his office the next morning on professional busi¬ 
ness, he displayed, in my presence, what, in almost any other man, 
would have been regarded as undignified violence of temper and 
manner, but would not, to one who knew him well, bear any such 
construction. The reversals of the preceding day having been re¬ 
ferred to, he broke out into a mock tirade against the Judges, to the 
following effect;—^‘‘They are unfit for their places, Mr. Van Buren; 
You know that they are! Spexcer and Vax Ness are able enough, 
but instead of stuclying their cases they devote their time to poli¬ 
ticks! You know that, as well as I do! As to Judge Yates”— 
raising his hands—I need say nothing! You should roll Mm- hduJc. 
to Schenectady!^^ (an allusion to Judge Y’s personal appearance, 
borrowed from Mr. Clinton,)—^‘hVnd as to my cousin Pi^^lTt! He is 
only fit to be Head Deacon to a Presbyterian Church, and for nothing 
else!”^ 

The memories of the older members of the Bar must abound in 
the recollection of similar ebullitions. On one occasion wlnui I was 
present at his Chambers, a young attorney was applying for admis¬ 
sion as Solicitor in Chancery. Finding (as was very evident) thsit 
he could not bring his case within the rules, he referred to^ the ad¬ 
mission under similar circumstances of an attorney from a neigh¬ 
bouring city whose rough manners were notorious. Before he liatl 
finished his statement His Plonor interrupted him in the following 
strain—“I deny it! Sir! It is not true! I did not admit him 1 
PIe broke in! How would you keep such a fellow out?—But yon 
are a gentleman, and must not try to imitate such a bad example. 
Wait till ° the proper time and I will admit you with pleasure.” At, 
an earlier period he had been holding a tedious Circuit in (kdumbia, 
and, on the last day, tried an action for an assault and battery on a 

I “ To tell you tlio truth, I am discouraged and hcartbrokon. Tho judgcK liavo pre- 
vailod on the Court of Errors to reverse all my best decisions. They hnvo vo.vorHed 
V. Beekmau, the Methodist Episcopal Church v. .Tacques, Anderson r. Boyd, iiiul oOicrN. 
After such devastation, what courage ought I to have to study and write elaborate* oiiln- 
ions? There are hut two sides to every case, and I am so unforiiinaie as always to taka 
the wrong side. I never felt more disgusted with the judge,s in all my life, and I i-x- 
pressed myself to Judge Platt in a way to mortify and offend him. Aceordlng In my 
present feelings and sentiments, I will never consent 1o publish another opinion, and "l 
have taken and removed out of sight and out of my oflice into another x-ooni my Ihrct 
vohime.s of Chancery Reports. They were too fearful when standing before niy ov«‘S.' 
Tames Kent to William Johnson, April, 1820. Kent, Memoirs and Letters of .Tani<*K 
p. 18G.—W. C. P. 

° MS. I, p. 85. 
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negTo. It appeared that the negro’s conduct had been improper, and 
the Jury gave him only six cents damages. He had brought an¬ 
other suit against another defendant for the same assault that was 
also on the Calendar, but had been passed. The Plaintiff wished to 
have it tried at the close of the circuit and the Judge refused, saying 
that he had had his chance, but on the representation of Plaintiff's 
counsel that his client was poor and would be liable to heavy costs, the 
Judge consented, with an admonition to the Counsel that if he did 
not recover more than six cents in the other cause he would not give 
him a certificate to entitle him to costs. The Clerk commenced call¬ 
ing the Jury, when the Judge looked at his watch and exclaimed, 
“ Stop, Clerk! I’ll be hanged if I will try the other Cause! The 
Negro loas saucy and deserved to be lohi'p'ped! Crier 1 adjourn the 
Court! ” 

1274S3 °— VOL 2—20-5 
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The return of peace naturally revived rival aspirations for political 
distinction which had been in some degree suspended, on the Ee- 
publican side, by the engrossing cares and responsibilities of the War. 

The question in regard to Gen. [ObadiahJ German’s successor in 
the Senate of the United States took the lead in our State affairs. 
The personal and political relations between Judge Spencer and 
myself had been harmonious during the War; more so than ever 
before, and, I regret to be obliged to add, than they ever were 
afterwards. Pie was exceedingly anxious for the appointhient of 
his old friend Gen. Armstrong, and pressed me with his accus¬ 
tomed earnestness to unite in his support. I could not consent to 
this proposal, but offered at once and with entire sincerity to sup- 
IDort the Judge himself. lie expressed his gratification at this offer^ 
but declined becoming a Candidate, on the ground that his pur¬ 
suits had not been of a character to qualify him for the place; and 
he did not discontinue his efforts to inclnce me to go for his friend. At 
our last interview that took place at his own house and by appoint¬ 
ment, he submitted to me a great number of letters received by him 
from different parts of the state in favor of Gen. Armstrong to re¬ 
fute the opinion I had expressed that his efforts in favor of the 
General might prove a failui-e. I had, before this interview^ come 
to the conclusion to support Nathan Sanford, of which fact I then 
a 2 :>pri.sed the Judge. He was somewhat excited, but received the 
communication in a much better spirit than was usual with him 
when his wishes were opposed, rei:)eatcd his entire confidence in 
Gen. Armstrong’s success, and expressed a hope that our difference 
would be an amiable one. Understanding his dis 2 )Osition and satis¬ 
fied that when he found that lie might fail in his design he would 
not be able to persevere in the liberal feelings he then professed, I 
deemed it an act of prudence to look out in season for the means 
of self defense. The Council of Ap^Dointment was in those days 
the only secure citadel of political strength to its possessors, and to 
that my attention was directed. In regular course Mr. Sanford 
Avould be selected for that Council from the Southern District; 
Eugglcs Hubbard was the only Eepublican Senator from.the Eastern 
District, and must therefore be chosen; with them and my friend 
Lucas Elmendorff from my own—^the Middle District—we would 
ha'^’c three out of the four members, and might feel ourselves safe 
from persecution for the act of rebellion we meditated against 
66 
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Judge Spencer’s long ucknowledged supremacy. These we had 
the power, to elect, but at the Meeting of the Legislature Mr. San¬ 
ford declined a place in the Council, and recoimnended the selec¬ 
tion of Judge [Jonathan] Dayton. By this act Col. Young, one of 
the most efficient of his supporters, was sacrificed to Spencer’s re¬ 
sentment, as would have been the case with myself if I had had no 
other reliance than on Mr. Sanford’s support. Dayton, Ehiiendofff, 
I-Iubbard and Col. [Farrand] Stranalian (a friend of the Judge) 
were chosen for the Council.'' Judge Spencer continued for a sea¬ 
son to support General Armstrong with great spirit but was finally 
compelled to abandon his case) as hopeless. He then brought for¬ 
ward the name of his friend Elisha Jenkins but with no better 
success. Finally his own name was introduced into the Canvass, 
and! the matter treated by his friends as if the only question was 
whether he would consent to take the office. Wlien he was proposed 
in the Caucus, gentlemen who had dined in company with him but 
a few hours before made conflicting statements in regard to his 
willingness to take the place.’^ This produced a motion on the part 
of one of his friends that a committee should wait on him to ascer¬ 
tain whether he would serve if appointed. I opposed this motion, 
nd cautioned his friends to reflect that the appointment of such a 
Committee would be tantamount to a declaration that a majority 
were in his favor—which I was very confident was not the case—and 
that if they should prove to be mistaken on this point they would 
practice a cruel deception upon their friend if they should obtain 
his consent. The motion was however persisted in and lost: I then 
moved for a recess of one hour, to give the Judge’s friends an op¬ 
portunity to consult him if they were so disposed. They availed 
themselves of it, reiDorted his declension to stand as a Candidate,” 
nd Mr. Sanford was nominated without an organized opjiosition. 

Wliilst we were proceeding in the election on the following day, 
Judge Woodworth came into the Senate Chamber, and direeting 
Sanford’s attention to him I said “ There is the man who will be 
used by Judge Spencer to punish me for what we are now doing.” 
Wlien the Senate adjourned Woodworth stepped towards Sanford 
and myself, and iiudted us to drive to our lodgings in his sleigh, 
and on our way proposed a visit at his house. YTiile there he was 
vociferous in his exultation at the triumph wm. had obtained ovei‘ an 
“ influence ” (referring to Spencer) which had, he said, ruled the 
State too long. After we parted from him, Mr. Sanford asked me 
whether I did not regret the injustice I had done a friend. I an- 

*Tlie election occurred February 1, 1815.—W. C. F. 

2 nammond says (I, 393, note) that It was Van Buren who stated that he did not 
Believe Judge Spencer would consent to be a candidate.—W. C. P. 

® “ Because he would not put himself in competition with so young a man as San¬ 
ford.”— (Hammond, I, 393 note).—^W. C, F. 
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.swiM'inl in tlu' nf.*-';i( i\t‘. :tntl luM liisn tha! Wmnh\mih kiifw nitlhim^ 
of 111 !' iiKitfii- \ti. inn that tin* .htilun- wmih! irmi fm' liisu isi lht‘ 
t'NcMiin,!'' niiil olitaiu lii ■ t’liusmu to !m‘ a. famlitiaU' anaisi l nic f'lf llit' 
(illicf (if \l!<iiiu‘_v tifUffal. iit’ (If li'(‘ I'i lli(‘ [laiiy Ihal I .-.iHiiiltl 
111 ' aliiitiintial t'l that niHia' ua. ;o .'>:mi«‘ral that until that tina' tu> 
(lilu'i’ naiiu' had hufii ji'ikcn of. 'I’lic nimvmncnt, a*; I tohl Sanfmah 
uoiiid iu- founded on the a unipfion that Straiudian wonid eertaitdy 
oo with t he .1 ndi'c; tliat lluhhard \Uit* ua a near felati\eof Wood- 
wmili, and had heeu to ouie e\teut hroni'ut tiji in him, emihl hi* 
ea-ily indneed to \ol,- for liiiu, and that Speiiefr’., iulhienet* with 
tht' (IiAernor, aiPed h\ the fael that eon idmahle imea ine ■■ had 
at■i^■en hetween tlie latter and niW'-i'lf in re pi-et to loeal appointiueni.-= 
in iu> eomiiy, would In* ^uilleil'nt to induia* him to idive the eaotiiyi^ 
\o(e atrain i me. 

few da\ aflerwai'd; the (lovernm’ jrave hi tir t State dinner 
at whieh were pro ent itlo t of the paliie (o the politieal lu'oil then 
in einhiyo, oxia-pi luv idf eoitiitieii (o ni\ own «|nanrr • h\ a :e\ei'e 
eold. In 1 he e\eiiio"' .'^an fonl am! Hncfle. [ I! iihp.ard j ealh’il at my 
room, in nni'd! e\eit>'mi'nt, .and infoiancd me ihai llu' timernor had 
■hown (hem hefore ih' \ left him. W'oodworlld appli'-ation for tin* 
oilieit Ilf Alfornm (ii ner.ih and had al.o pild theni that whet! the 
appiieation a pre ru(e>l W'ooihvotih had "i'en him lo nmler tand 
that hi fi ll lid . eonpaojdatrd (he pa .me (d a law lor the appoint 
loent of two additional dndne of the .''dipreioe (■'■mi, ami (hat if 
m_\ fi'iend v.oidd n tain that loea nre and allow the appoiidmenl of 
.1 mine - ai.d .\tfiiriii _\ (oaieral to proeei d n>ov pu^.o/ he \\oulil aeeept 
the othme of ,ind;''‘ iiml uiiluh'aw. hi a pp! lent ion fur the \ttoi-ney 
< haiera 1. hip. Mr. Ilnhhard know in','- (h.a! he w.a (o he in the ('oun 
eil and a pp!'ehe)i< I inn that he minht he endiata'a 'ed li\ ail iipphma 
Itmi fiom \\ood\'-oi!h had uritteii me a letter e\pre in^'; h: pref<-r 
enee for Ine for t!ie oilier in i|ne'litin and [ded/dutr him.elf hi '.ole 
in m,\ |'a\or. ddii he ilemnin would fnini h him with a aii fai-toi-\ 
am.wiT to a!! impoi t unit ie . 1 took thl letter from my di- k, and 

after reuitndine' ,Mr. >a!iford of m_\ ant ieipiition.'., expkiined it eon 
tents and pointino otit !«> .Mr. iinhhard the impropriet) of uritinn' 
it oll'ered to return it to him with a dt‘>darafion Ihai 1 >hoidd in i t 
on hi' \'oliuy’' for Wuudwairtli, and mi hi refit-in;.’' t'* reeei\e it. I 
threw it into tlie tire, I flieti lohl him (hat 1 wa-. oppo.ed to tin* 
pl•||po^.ed inerea e ou the Iteneh Upon priueiple, and that if ! were 
not I eoiiki nmereon-eiit to upporl the mea-.ure afteim-o proilinate 
a pi'oj.o ni"!) had heeii attaehed p) it, and re(|ne ted .Mr. liuhhard 
to inform Wooduoi ih dial if a moveineni in that direetion \\a ■ made 
in (he .'''ruate li\ auof hi. ffieiid.'-y I would repeal fs'om my ])hiee 
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hiIli't'lni al itui-. to 1 hr t h>\fi'iii>i', ;uiil IIcnoiuua' j h(' pfoposi'd arnui^a',- 
nifiil a--'. Kii”'ait*. lluhh-.iial was a iiohlr haarhah (M\(husias(.i('. 
aiitl I'nuilliiIII*' mail aiui IhrmiiLhi jlicsr (|ualirK's iu* was lialiiti 

.-■oim-l iiitfs !<> he mi Inl hy tii" iyniiii'' ju'i’sons, wliiisi his m<)ii\’cs was'c, 
alwn Vr Imm* I aiul Mtau'rnii.y I h' was a /.cahms IViiaul of mims ami 
a-: I ha\i' alrraily .-.aiil lia was nearly eoniieelia! u'iih Woodwoi’l.h 
(hi ■ ist er ha \ itm: hi'fti Wood wori h's (ir;--( wile, 1 Ix'lieN'e) and 1 was 
unwiiliiiy (hat lie .-dionhl n'ratify his feeiinr's al. llu' expenst* of a 
taiptiire uilh hi-: relaSi^e. i Iherefore in (he preisetiee of Mr. San 
ford, I'ejuaded my de irt‘ iha! he would lake (he eoiirse I had a(. lirK(. 
reelujimended. lie aii -Wered (Iia( lie wa.s di'siimn.s (o jire.-eiA'e llu' 
friend hij> (d’ Mr. ^\"o^dworlh. and eoiihl mil al (!ii* niometil say ho\s' 
i a r lie mi;dil he i ml need In L‘o (o , er\a' him, hill dial tml IhniLJ,' on earl li 
enuld imltiee him io ;>i\'e a \o(e (hai Would didVal mv a|ipoiAlimnd.. 
.\rier nryiim him fardiei'on (he poinl wi' paiied. A few days laler 
he ealled al mv room in iiii.di *piril.- and (old me (ha( lu' had nn- 
ho oiiied him elf to (Itoerimr 'I'ompkiiis who had I’eadily I’eiiiwed 
him hy 1 he a airauee dial if Iheri' wae a lie in (he (’oiiiieii hi' would 
hi- jdad of die opporlnnily Io y'i\e (hi' ea'tiuy; \o(i' in my fa\oi- he 
e:,n .e he diomdil me eiililled (o die place ami heean:-.e he knew (hal 
the I’i-Ople de ifed lha( i sluaihl have if. 

'I'lie prio’liee of (he ('omieil had always iieeii Io niee( ;d (he (So\’- 
enmr' doom, and (o eonunenee and rmi. h (heir proeeedinn's (here. 
Il ua-' now propo ed and anrei'd lo (hat they should lirsl ineel at 
(heir own rooms in (lie I'ity, and aa.'ree upon what. ihe_\ were (o do, 
ami then i'o (o (he (lovernorV. olliei' lo record (heir decisions, d'he. 
de inn douhlle : Wa. to le- .eii (he ildllienee of (he ( lovernor. hill, 
(hi.- wa-. uo( saisjieeli'd hy Mlnu'miord' and Daylnii. A more aidive 
or a more imiomilahle * piril ihan dmlyv Spi'iieer's nevm* existed. 
iJeeply (dl’ended hy I he ehoiee of Seindor, and seeing in the result, 
as he thoiio-hl, a de.si^cn on the part of die yonn*^ men <d' (he party 
(o east (dV ills eonirol over its aelion, he had determined no|. (o eon- 
(mil hiniseif with my defeat, hid had earefnliy jirepared a blow wil.h 
whieh (o- n.ssail us in an nnexpeeled ijiiarler. 

I was eti^i.'aiL>:ed lo dine with my <d<l frien<! Madliew (Ireyoi-y on 
(he day appoinled for (he lir.d meelim': <d' (he (‘ouneil, ami on my 
Wav lo his hoii.si* ! mel. llnhliai'd. Seelne- in hi;; .'ipeakin;y eoniileii' 
niiee indiealioiis of di.-^ire;'s, ! em|uire<l aflm- (he came, ami, in reply, 
he ^ave me a hislorv id’ die proeei'dina;-; of Hie ('oinmil al- (heir in 
formal meedna", which had ju; I lii’okmi up. On my nomiindion (here 
had heen a tie: Ixhnemlord' and Dayton votiiie- for lue, am! SIran 
alian ami himself for Woodwodh, Iml. Col. ^'oun^’’s nominal ion, as 
Seerelary of Slate, in re-pee( to whieh no (juestion liad heen raisetl 

‘A ihll'L-IrDt iluu'tu-!il- i.. i'.lvi-ll tiy iiiumiiuiul, i, (('><1, IKiti V'. (■'. 
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or w:is cKpt'ftt'il, luitl Inn-n tli'iValiMi, and lali'ha .laiikia had hfiai 
aa’i'i'fd upnn. 1 lu'i'.ircd h’ua lo ‘.•'n at mii't' ti> Mr. Saiihail and to 
ask his in!t't’tVrt‘iii't‘. Ila an Wfi’i'd fliaf it wnuld hr u >‘l'- , a Mr. 

haUduV; pride hmi hern a-'-siilial and hi mind pn'jndirrd it\ us iuna 
linu- Ilia! lu‘ wa- SanhirdV tvpreranila!ivr in lltt' t'onurd, aud an\ 
appeal fruiii (hat (juartei' \Miuld theri'hn'e du ninre harm thm r"'*'!; 
and any attenipl to arre-i the apptiiiit unmt in the a rtinae»in, at fiie. 
reynlar ineefinii' nf tlie t'(nin<*ih he thnUL'’ht wnuld he nna^adnin 
.so that all l>t' had to ilo was (o nppri e ('oh \ onne tt{’ \\ ha! had I nans 
dune, rhidfie Spmnan* had fniiherniore tpiietly opei’afed npim Mr. 
I'diiiendorir, u dm had ueti'd with him .-"O lon^ (hat he emdd n<it i elim> 
til "'ratify him i!> i’i*^ard tn the apptdntinent nf hi - fideml druku! , 
as a : iirf td’ peaee iiil’erini!: for the dudye's di'appointms-nf on th«' 
iine.'d ion of Seuator. Woimiha! li\ (hisi-e-.ult I \s as . nthesi-nt iv jf f 
le.'-s at the dintu’r tahli' to atiraid tlm atttnilion id' the (‘iisupaio,. v.!in 
\'ery naturally attrilnitia! te.y anxiety to luy own uifuir. W t»de rid-, 
ini^ reliid', a.s men often do under sindi eiretnu (anee-., h\ lo<ik r” ».af 
id’ the window, I saw Ihihhartl on hi.s wav to the (‘oi!n>'i!. '1 he 
sijLrht of iruii sU^'^erdtHl an iilea whieh I put inti) in (ant i » hi am, 
('alliny rlndp' .Vtwater (a hrothei-' Senator) from the tahh- t.i tne 
hail, 1 iurornied him of tlie eomlition of thiny , and !it'*'';'''d ho.s to 
fnlhiw lliilihard, who Wn.s .still in ^iew, and to a k him fi'mi irr to 
noniiiiate I’ett'r Ih Poi't^n" for Seei'idurv of Stall’,* the mmeru* fi:e 
Cinimdl was or^iranixi’d, ai\d to per.'d.M in his nondnation mitd ine 
had a vote upon it. ,\(wa(er returin'd and n'poi-ted that he !».id <ner 
taken Ilnliliaril at (he (io\‘ernor',s door, and (hat he hai! pimoi > d (>■ 
do wdiat was refjUi'.'ded. 1 then aski’d the .fiuloe to ‘*o to the !*. i-d*- 
d'a\'ern. where Portin’ hail only !irri\ed (he eN'eninii* htd’oi*’, to iiihnti! 
him of what had heen iloue, to a>d\ him to ai'ei’pt, ami, if hr da! not, 
as We ^^ppo..^'d, desire the plaei\ to hold (he oHiei’ until we iunld !>• 
i’oW'i’ our' H'roiisid, and obtain (In' appointment of d oiiim. Hi- d:d 
M), ami Porter I'lanlily eonsented. 'The (‘oiinril remaim-ti m >• nai 
until uddidL''!d, oi’enpied almost iwery moment of thi’ time wnli 
lii’itutioms and renmnstrjinee.s, addres-ed to llnhliai’d hy h: eol 
leae'in's, to indnee him to wilhtlraw his nomination. W'hi-n the’- 
foiim! I'Vi’ry attempt of (hut eimrueler iimnailino: 1‘orter wa ap 
pointed liy a nnunimous vote, d'he (hnieral hml foindil n di.odly 
in the War, anil tm his ;in’ival at. .Mhuny heeame (he lion of the day. 
fleiikin: , on tlu’ other hand, laid held a hierative appointment ui die 
{‘ommi.- siry 1 tejiartmenl, wilhont per.-'ona! expo .itre to ihuno-r, 

I wa. riiilil in .'■•npposinn' that the (’onneil wonhl no( \rnnire 
to i'lpi'et porter, under sueh I’inniinslauee'., in fax or of .Ind.m . 
'J'he appoisitnu’iil wa-, of I’omv.e, a surpriM* u[m!i every hod\. :nsd 
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a sonicB of deep mortification to Judge Spencer. The appointment 
of Jenkins under existing circumstances was an affair lie had an¬ 
ticipated with delight and exultation, the expression of which would 
hai 6 speedily followed the action of the Council. Governor Tomp- 
Idns was in favor of Young, and told me afterwards that he had 
heard from one of the members what had been agreed upon at the 
informal meeting and was much mortified by it. He said that at 
that moment he was called out to receive Gen. Strong, of Vermont, 
who had served with distinction in the War, and that he detained 
his visitor longer than he would otherwise have done to gain time 
for redectioii, in the hope of being able to devise some scheme, to 
save Young; but he returned to the Council without a plan, when 
Iltibbard’s motion presented him with a way to escape.' Porter 
held the office for a year, and resigned it whilst I was detained at 
Hudson by sickness in my family, when Young was again dis¬ 
appointed thro’ influences of which I need not speak. 

The Governor deferred giving his casting vote upon the appoint¬ 
ment of Attorney General until another day. when he promised to 
give it at his office in the Capitol. When that day arrived, Judge 
Woodworth and myself were invited to dine with his brother-in- 
law, the Patroon; and Woodworth came late to dinner, having waited 
to ascertain the result of the Governor’s action. VJien he came in 
Gen. Van Rensselaer, who knew in advance, asked him provokingly 
who was Attorney General; a question that he was obviously not 
happy to answer.’- 

Peter B. Porter was a man of prepossessing personal appearance, 
good address and fine mind. He was fortunate and, in no inconsider¬ 
able degree, successful as well in the field as in our national Coun¬ 
cils during the War, and yet he was at no time popular with the 
masses. The reason was a general conviction that the acquisition 
of wealth was his master passion, to which eveiy other was made 


1 :Mr. Van Vecliton was, of course, removed from -tlie ofBce of attorney gcnci-al, and 
Mr. Van Buren was appointed his successor. This appointment was made by the casting 
vote of the governor. Mr. Elmendorff and Mr. Dayton voted for Mr. Van Buren, and 
Messrs. Stranahan and liuhhard for Mr. John Woodworth. The circumstance l.s too 
trifling to deserve notice, except as an evidence of a jealous feeling which then began to 
exist between Judge Speneer and Mr. Van Buren. I do not impute the vote of Hubbard 
to the influence of Judge Spencer. Mr. U. was from Troy, and Judge Woodworth had 
many and powerful friends in that place, and in Mr. Hubbard’s district. This accounts 
well enough for the vote of Mr. Hubbard. But Stranahan had no personal partialities 
nor any influential friends, in his district, in favor of Woodworth; on the contrary, they 
were for Van Buren. The truth is, Stranahan, at that period of his political life, was 
much if not entirely, devoted to tlie views of Judge Spencer. I apprehend that Judge 
Spencer perceived that Mr. Van Buren was acquiring a greater influence in the State 
than the judge desired he should possess, and, therefore, persuaded Mr. Stranahan to 
endeavor to defeat his appointment. From this period, down to 1S17, when Mr. Clinton 
was nominated for governor, Mr. Van Buren and Judge Spencer, though both of them 
acting with the Republican party, and in good faith too, were^very much inclined to 
thwart the Individual views of each other.” Hammond, History of Political Parties in 
the State of New York, I, 302.—W. C. F. 
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subsidiary, A partial illustration of this trait was exhibited in a 
transaction with which I Avas connected. Whilst we w^ere holding 
the respective offices of Secretary of State and Attorney General, he 
proposed to me to unite wdth him in the purchase of an outstanding 
Class .Right with a view to its location on Goat Island, at the head 
of the Niagara falls. I assented, and advanced him half the con¬ 
sideration money. The location was made, and no opposition or 
objection was raised to the completion of the title. But when it was 
found necessary to have the proceedings confirmed by the Commis¬ 
sioners of the Land Office, of which Board we were members, the 
objection to our being parties to any speculation that required such 
a step presented itself to my mind. I stated it to him and he laughed 
at ° what he called my fastidiousness, at the same time saying that 
if I persisted in it he would be too happy to return me my money— 
about a thousand dollars—and to take the whole purchase himself. 
I did persist, and he made a very considerable fortmie out of the 
transaction. 

Judge Spencer’s feelings were somewhat soothed by his success in 
obtaining the removal of DeWitt Clinton from the office of Mayor of 
New York. Mr. Hammond ^ is right in assuming that I took no part 
in that matter. My friend h'lr. Elmendorfi' could not have been in¬ 
duced to vote for it by any other consideration than his desire to save 
the Governor from the necessity of giving the casting vote—other¬ 
wise unavoidable, as Hubbard could not be brought to vote for the 
removal. 

Mr. Clinton retired to his place at Flushing, to which he had often 
been sentenced in advance by Judge Spencer during their quarrel. 
Here he rusticated for two years, wdien strange to say he was recalled 
to public life mainly thro’ the instrumentality of his imperious 
brother-in-law. 

Mr. Elmendorff was always an anti-Federal politician without 
Amriableness or the shadow of turning, and an old school Dutchman, 
immovable, obstinate and imperturbably good natured. He was a 
member of Congress as far back as the days of William Gobbet in the 
United States, and received from that caustic censor the sobriquet of 
“ The bird of wisdom.” 

The opening of the session of 1816 was marked by one of those 
occurrences that shew the facility with which men acting as a body, 
are led to confound power with right, and to do things that in their 
individual capacity they would regard as disgraceful. Experience 
has demon.strated that whenei'-er distinterested justice is obtained 
from one Community—^whether a great nation or a petty municipal¬ 
ity—in behalf of another, it is due to the individuality and conse- 

° MS, I, p. 95. ^ rolitical History of New York, I, 397.—W. C. P. 
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i|Ufiil y nl' lliosr who mi', for il.; l,ho siibstiliitlon of ino- 

livos of M'UisIi I’oi* llios(‘ of ruii'nt'ss and is the, tditir- 

:i<'li'ris{ ic of sonh"^’S eorj)oi’a(ions of all kinds, and politieal parties 
ari‘. \'ery Tialde lo lu'conu' siinilarly denioi'aliz('(l. 

A(. Ilie (deelion for rnenihers of llu‘. Ihaisi', of Asseuildy in Ontario 
Coiiidy, UtMirv Ihdlows, llu*. fedc'eal, was eUaudy chosen ovci* Peter 
AlU'i), lh(‘ repuhlii-an e:indi<la.le, if a Tew voles, in r('liii'uino- which the 
ps'opi'i’ ollift'r liad ahhi’twiaied his name and widlten “ lien. lAdlows”, 
were alio was 1 lo him. '’i'lie (’lerk of f hi', ('onidy, heiny a mere, ministeria,! 
oirna'r, ynsi' Ihe ei'r!ilirale. of ('le<'l,ion lo Alh'n, who appeared and 
warn (jitardieii, as (here was no proper (rihnnal I’oi' Ihe decision of the 
(jiH'dion nnlil (he House was or^’ani/ed. The nmmenl, (hat was 
done, k'ellows applii'd (o he admilled. Thai, his i'ieii(, woidd he ull,i- 
maiely (“-lahrmhed mi oiii' donhle<l, hiit (he, <jil('^:lion was whi'lhe.r 
dll' in \ es( iyol ioii .-dioiild (alee, plaei'. hel'ore, or all.i'r (he idioire. ol ih(\ 
('oinmii of A ppoinl UK'nl. W'ilh Alh'n’s vole we. I’oiild yet (he 
('oiineil if h'e!it)Ws was Ill's!' atlmided, i(, wonld lie ayainsl, ns. It 
is dllheiill (o realize (hiv idea (hal a- yr('a.(. parly wonld allow ilseli' 
(o (ake ad\'an(ay’t' ol' an aeeidi'iilal eirenni danee sneli as 1 haN'C, 
ileserihed, (o secure, (o ilself a palronaye, (hen supposed lo amoiinl. 
(o a million o!‘ dollars. l>u(. we did i(, and (here was nol, Ihe .'•diyhiest 
donh{ dial, (he oilier sidi' would have done, (he same (hiiiy- it Ihi'. 
eireiiinslanees had been re\'('rsed. Id'llows was admilled (o hi.'-; seat 
iiinnedialely arii'r (he elmiee of (he. Coiineil, wilh only one dissi'idiny 
Noiei'. .\l!honii’li nol a member ol* dial, house 1 was iinil.i', as nnieh lo 
blame in Ihe mailer as if I had aided the step illreelly, as I was 
pri'ssed Torward by my poliliea! assoiaali'S In take, a niori'. active, 
part in (hat body (ban was proper; so inneh so (hat Peter A. »lay, a, 
fi'deral leader in (he. .Assembly, of fine laletd.s and y;reat pi'ivonal 
worlh, having ma-asion in debate lo ri'l'er to a. demoei’alie memlier 
wilh whom 1 happened at Ihe monieiil to hi' eon versing, and aireetiny' 
lo rory:i‘t his parliameiilary designation, ('.'vclaimed, “1 nu'an Ihe 
o'tmtleman wlio always sp<*ak,s wilh tin'. Attorney (o'nei'al at his 
('Ibow !” My (hen recent insurrection ayainst him would prevent my 
atti'miitinyj to screen my own delimineney, under the, sanedon and, 
of course., hi'a.i’t)'- co-operation of my ipiondam rriend dndy-i' Spencer, 
in the whoh' airair. 'Phi' easi'. was in Irulh om* ol* tliosi', abn.ses of 
power (o which parlies ari' snbji'cl, but u'hich 1 am sure 1 could ne.\'er 
ayain be induced lo connli'nance.' 

1 was a! (his limi' \ bsK*. | re I'lecled lo (be State Senale by a. la.rye, 
majorily, no!wilhslandiiio- a factious opposition in oiir ranks by 
ffudye Speucer''s <‘onnections aelina: howevi'i’ wilhoiit his a.pproha- 
(ion. No one sooner per<-eivi'<l (han himsi'lf tha.t lla^ piditical sceptre 

'rills IHillll-'Ml iiii'idi'lil 1 :, I'llll.i In I I, 'lie. Si'i' :ilsn l.U'i' lllul 

CorrcMiHiiiilfiin' 111’ Util'us Klii;.',, fiol. W. ( 1 '’. 
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tliat he had swayed so long in State aifairs was dropping from his 
hand, and finding his power threatened by a body of spirited young 
men on whom his arts of seduction and intimidation had been equally 
tried in vain, he looked about for assistance. With this object he 
turned his attention, as no man but himself would have thought of 
doing, to Mr. Clinton. It was said, and I believe truly, that he con¬ 
sulted Gen. Armstrong on the point and that the latter remon¬ 
strated earnestly against the proposed step. I met him on the steamer 
on our way to attend the Term of the Supreme Court at New York, 
shortly after my re-election, when he took me aside immediately 
and assured me that so far from having countenanced the opposition 
of his friends to my election he had done all he could to prevent it. 
I begged him to give himself no uneasiness on the point as my friend 
Chief Justice Thompson had informed me to the same effect during 
the canvass, and I was very certain besides that he was wholly in¬ 
capable of such conduct. He then yoroceeded to remark upon the 
happy residts of the election throughout the State, and the uses we 
ought to make of our success; spoke of healing wounds and the im¬ 
portance and advantage of an harmonious party. Having had an 
inkling of what was in the wind I could, without difficulty, place 
the true construction on such unusual observations from him. I 
replied therefore that no one knew better than himself how well such 
sentiments corresponded with my own, and that he might safely 
count on my co-operation in all measures directed to that end, pro¬ 
vided that they did not lead to such abrupt changes in our conduct 
and opinions, without a corresponding change in circumstances, as 
might impair the confidence of the People in our sincerity and cause 
them to believe that we were making a game of politicks, and play¬ 
ing it to serve our personal pinposes. He said, certainly! that 
should be borne in mind, and the subject was drop^red, but without 
the slightest idea on his part of abandoning his purpose; that he 
never did, when his mind was once set on a favorite object. We 
lodged at the same house in New York, and the matter alluded to on 
the steamboat furnished the occasion of many early walks together 
on the Battery. Finding that he could not prevail on me to become 
a party to the Movement he contemplated, he one morning halted 
suddenly in our prom'enade and facing me, exclaimed, with some 
feeling, “Whyq You are a strange man! MTien I wanted to have 
Mr. Clinton removed, you were, in point of fact, opposed to it, and 
now that I want to bring him back you are opposed to that also! ” 
I replied that I was not opposed to Mr. Clinton’s restoration to the 
confidence of the party if it was brought about naturally, and facili¬ 
tated by his own conduct, but that I could neither approve nor co¬ 
operate in the sudden and unwise way in which he proposed to bring 
it about, which could not fail, I thought, to have the effect I had 
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alluclccl tO' in our first conversation. ^Ye v’ere invited a few da vs 
after this to dine with Jacob Barker, then a great banker in Xesv 
Yoik, afterwards a lawyer in New Orleans, and everywhere and in 
every situation an extraordinary man, and always my personal friend 
altho’ never m,y co-adjutor. 

h roni Ills habitual devotion to Judge Spencer and his ambition to 
take part in such aflairs, I was quite sure that tliis was a movement 
in furtherance of the Judge’s project,- and that we should meet 
Ml*. Clinton at the dinner. On my way to the residence of ilr. 
Barker, in Beekman street, accompanied by Chief Justice Thompson 
and Judge Yates, I asked them whom they expected to meet. They 
mentioned several names, to wdiich I added that of Be Witt Clinton. 
“Why, Spencer is to bo there!” exclaimed they, and “that is the 
very reason! ” I responded. I then explained to them what was 
going on, wdiich surprised them gi-eatly. Mr. Clinton was the only 
guest present wdien ive arrived. He had come in from the country, 
and I observed was plainly and rather carelessly dressed. We met 
him and were received by him very kindly. After a few moments 
Judge Spencer made Ins apiiearance, which caused some embarrass¬ 
ment on the part of all present. Although there was no direct 
recognition between him and Mr. Clinton, neither ° any conversa¬ 
tion at the table between them, addressed to each other, they talked 
at each other through the rest of us in subdued and conciliatory 
terms. They had an interview in the evening of the same day, as I 
have always understood, at the residence of Dr. John A. Graham, 
and were formally reconciled. On the Friday following the Chief 
Justice called on me and informed me that, as the Court were to 
adjourn on Saturday, Judge Spencer had taken leave of his brethren 
and wms going to Albany that afternoon. As the Legislature were 
to ]neet on the succeeding Monday for the choice of Presidential 
Electors we conceived his object and sending my papers to a friend 
by the hand of the Chief Justice, I packed my trunk and met the 
Judge and Mr. Clinton on the steamboat. Their familiar intercourse 
was matter of amazement to the uninitiated. Mr. Clinton left the 
boat at Newburgh, and I believe only made his appearance on it as 
an expedient demonstration preparatory to what was contemplated 
further. Very soon after he had left us Judge Spencer invited me 
to an interview" in the small after cabin, when he opened his budget. 
He proposed that Chief Justice Thompson and Mr. Clinton should 
be placed on the Electoral Ticket as Electors for the state at large; 
that I might say which should stand first, and that he would pledge 
himself that Mr. Clinton should vote for Monroe for President and 
for Tompkins for Vice President. VTien I declined to come into 
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the :irfana'i‘iiH*nt he I'fcauH* miirli cxritrtl, ;ini! .saiil that my luiwill- 
iiui'iu' III I'ntiiVi' a mfi'a fnrinal tli tiiirlliui n|‘ lha! chararti'r on 
.Mr. ('111111111 lti‘i ra\I'l! a xinli'iii’i' nf I'arty hM-liiia' that lu' nmlil uni 
lia\I' ri! friiiii UH*. 1 ri'jiru'tl, v.itluMit ri’fiaiuinat ion .. (hat hr 

iuiHmi!i*!' tonii my moiivio-, (hat if tluaa' wiTr im ultm’ior imrjiii'.r. 

I wiiiihl not ohjcft to thi' chotia* of Mr. C'lintim aa Im {inum s>ih hut 
lha! 1 hi'lifvial it was hi.--^ iutmition to liriuy: Mr. (Tinton furuai-il as 
I hr raiiiiltlaff I’oi* {to\oi’liot', to .ati|i|ily (hi' \aratiry that u a • fSpriiril 
(oari r rroju tin* rliTiiun of (iov. 'I'ompkiim to ihr N'irc Pro iilniry; 
ainl that ;m I wmilil hi* ojipOM'd to (hat hli-p hr wouhl ihiiil-; iiir 
v.i-ah imlfi-il if 1 writ' to i'oU'-4'iil to a I'frlimidai’v arraiiyvmi'u! 
ill' i;-!trJ to |iromo(r it,* 

( )f roiir- r, if hr hail lio :-lirh intriitioii my roiir.sr Woiihl lir 1 1 i tl'ri’rlit. 
Hr \\a. too Iriitlifnl lo ilrii>' thi.;, ami immriliatrl) (tirtinl thr run 
\rr atioii upon thr main t(nr‘4ioti. Hr a.-hnl mr, with hi prriiliarly 
riiiplrifi'- loaiiiirr. h y I oppnr.l thr iiomiiiat ion of Mr. ( Tmtoa. 
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niul, all(‘r sovoval earnest and iin]:)rGSRiA'e remarks, said lie ■would be 
resjxni.siblc' lor Mr. Clinton’s g’ood cx)ndnet towards me and my 
IriiMids. 1 rc'plied witb a like proffer of responsibility in favor of 
( liiel dini iiH' 1 honipson, whom we then thouohb of nominatino', on 
which dudp'e SjKMKHM" contracted his brow, rap])ed his snuff-box, as 
lie was wont lo do when higiily excited, and exclaimed “There, Sir, 
yon b:iv(> (oiiched a cord that vibrates to iny heart! I was not 
iy;iioiMul liial. I ('xpose my conduct to unfavorable criticism by my 
sudden reconeiliation with Mr. (dinton, so soon after onr violent 
(|narfel ami Ihe mii.ny severe, thine-,s I liave said of him, and I am 
lol Mii'c l.hat I could liave brought my mind to that point had I not 
known Ibal it was your intcailion to bring that man forward, against 
whom 1 hai’o cause for resentment that neither time nor ciremn- 
slaiK’cs <*an appease!” I knew very well, without farther cxplaua- 
(ion, w ba(. iu' i-elVrred to. 

dbe disc tission between the Judge and myself terminated amicably 
but fniillessly. On onr ajiproach to Albany he resumed the sub- 
jcci, spoke of his certain success with the Legislature, of the sure 
rc;.(oralion of Mi*, (dintoii to power, ultimately, of his kind feelings 
lowartls nu', of my agc'. and [irospccts, and of the iiilluenco upon my 
fidncc succe.ss of my eonrse on (his occasion. He continued these 
I'lnnncks iiiilii Ihe moinent of parting. 

W'e inel .sc\('ral limes al the moms of ihe Members, but had too 
mucli si-lf respecl, lo indulge in disputations on the subject in their 
pi'cs'iice. One or (he. o(,iier always retiivd, and left the field to his 
opponcnl, and we. ne.vi'r had any dilliciilt.y iu deciding who.se turn 
it wa.s (o do ,so. A lew hours before the Caucus he told me that they 
w oiihl c(‘i‘( aiiily ha.ve a majority of twenty; and I asked Min -wbetlier 
he would do ns (lu^ honor to visit, the Senate Chaiulier when we ap- 
poiided llu'. Lleci.or.s, which was to be done on the next day. He 
1 cijliial “ Cert.ainly! ” I. had no doubt that he had received promises 
from sevi'ca!, wlio, f.lio’ iu their hearts for Mr. Clinton, were not yet 
[)r(‘par(‘d (o snpj)ort him openly. 

As soon as the (lanciis was organized I submitted two propositions; 
ones that tlu'. Members from each Congressional District should name 
flu'. lOIc.cf.or for thc.ir di.strict, and anotlier that the two Electors for 
{li(‘ ,Si ale. at large .should he selected—one from ihe Southern and ihe 
ol.hcr from the Wcsfcru Disi.rir.t. The first was the usual mode, and 
(o liic sccoinl there, was no objec-lion, as both Air. Clinton and our 
caiididaii'. Col. IbtlgtM'.s, jv.sidwl in the Soiiihern District. They 
Ihertd'orc. bolh passed wifb iiei'fect unanimity. .As soon as the mem¬ 
ber.-; bad made', and rc.])ortc.(l their di.strict selections, I moved 
pmmplly (bat f.lie fwo Electors from ihe State at largo should be 
(h'sigmd.ed iu the same way—the one by the members from the South- 


ern District, and tlie other by the members from the. West. As the 
members from the Southern district were nearly unanimous against 
Mr. Clinton, this proposition produced a perfect ferment in the 
meeting. The Clintonian leaders sprang to their feet, and contended 
with each other for precedence in denouncing the proposition, which 
they characterized by all sorts of hard names. They said that it was 
aimed at Mr. Clinton—as if it could have had any other aim—^that 
it was unusual and unfair. A motion was made to amend it, .so as 
to provide for a vote for the. turn Electors by ballot. Speech after 
speech followed on their side—our friends naturally waiting for me 
to defend my oAvn proposition, and I to let the storm spend itself. 

At the first pause I demanded the attention of the meeting as the 
moA^er of the resolution, which I ought, in common courtesy, to have 
been permitted to explain before it Avas so grossly assailed. The lead¬ 
ers of the opposition finding that they had been too hasty, more read¬ 
ily acquiesced in giving me a fair hearing. I then stated my object to 
be to bring the question of Air. Clinton’s appointment to a tost by the 
vhcL-voce vote of the meeting; that everybody kneAV that if my reso¬ 
lution was adopted he Avould be excluded—those who Averc for his 
exclusion voting for the resolution and those who VA^ere in favor of 
his appointment Amting against it; that in ordinarj^ cases there 
might be no great objection to a vote by ballot, although it Avas ahvays 
preferable that tho,se aa'Iio ^presented others should Amte openly, and 
in this case there were circuuAstances that made the obligation to vote 
openly imperatiA^e. No one could doubt that when Ave Avere elected 
large majorities of our respective constituencies Avcre decidedly 
against Mr. Clinton, and the proposition to give him the proposed 
proof of the restored confidence of the party was an affair of yester¬ 
day—^brought forward without consulting the People or the possibil¬ 
ity of consulting them. I Avas bound to presume, from the avcU 
knoAvn sentiments of our constituents, that the result of our vote 
would be the same whether we voted by ballot, or viva vocc and in 
either case again,st Air. Clinton, but if it should happen to turn out 
otherwise, there would, of necessity, be great excitements in the 
State—thousands would think that a Alarch had been stolen on the 
party—^there would of course be a desire to Ivuow AAdio had done it— 
suspicion would be spread over the State, and the meeting oAved it to 
itself to saA’c each member from the consequences of the acts of 
others, Avhich could only be done by an open vote on the resolution. 
If a majority of the Afeeting Avere in favmr of appointing Air. Clin¬ 
ton, and should say so in an open and manly Avay, I would cheerful]}’' 
submit to the decision, but no right-minded man could, upon reflec¬ 
tion, desire such a result Avithout being at the same time willing to 
bear the responsibility of it. After pressing these and similar con- 
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siciGiRtioiis npoii tlic nie6tiiig I r6snnied niy sent, Riid after n, few short 
s[)c.ccliGM on the other side, the names of the members "were called, and 
the resolution wais adopted by a majority of nineteen, and our Elec¬ 
tors wT,re a,i:)pointcd. 

dnclge Spencer did not keep his promise to come to the Senate 
the next day, but appeared on the day after jaded and dispirited. 
I'Te had ]iot, however, the slightest idea of giving up the contest, 
but complained bitterly of the feeble manner in "which their cause 
had been sustained in the Caucus, although he said that while they 
submitted to their present defeat, they would contest the nomina¬ 
tion ° for Grovernor in the same way next winter and that he trusted 
that -we would alsO' acquiesce if they succeeded, to which I readily 
agreed. 

Legislative caucuses were then, as has been shown, the regular 
mode of nomination, but, feeling doubtful of their succovss, the Clin- 
tonians commenced, at an early day, to elect delegates from the 
Counties represented in the Legislature by federalists, intending 
to claim seats for them in the nominating Convention.^ We fol¬ 
lowed their example, but in those contests they had one advantage 
over us that we could neither prevent nor, in general, resist. The 
federalists, except a small section called “the high minded” (who 
biought but little aid from the masses) were favorable to hlr. Clin¬ 
ton. Having lost all confidence in their own success, and feeling 
assured that Mr. Clinton must ultimately come over to them, in 
addit.ion to their indirect assistance of his Cause, which we felt 
everywhere, they sent to our Convention obscure men of their own 
who had no distinctive loolitical character. In this way we were 
defeated in a large majority of the federal counties. They also 
obtained a preponderating influence, when the Legislature met, tho’ 
]iot an absolute control, over the new Council of Appointment, in 
consequence of the inaction of Governor Tompkins, arising from 
his situation as a candidate for the Vice Presidency, and in a short 
tiihe they obtained a complete ascendancy in respect to all new ap¬ 
pointments. 

Several meetings were held to establish regulations for the organi¬ 
zation of the nominating convention, and notwithstanding the mass 
of influence that was brought to bear against us, the Clmtonians had 
not yet obtained a majority of the Legislative Members. We resisted 
the admission of delegates not members of either House on the 
ground of precedent, and of the charge of federal interference, in 


° MS. I, p. 105. 

’ See llanimoncl, History of Political Parties in the State of New York, I, 437. 


AMERICAIT HISTORICxAL ASSOCIATIOIT. 


regard to which we fortified ourselves with well authenticated factsd 
After a protracted debate at one of these preliminary meetings, with 
the reluctant assent of our friends, I proposed to abandon the elec¬ 
tions that had been made, and to elect the delegates anew on the same 
day in each county, at a time to be fixed, and in case of such an 
arrangement being agreed to, to consent to their admission. This 
reasonable ofl’er was violently opposed, and motion after motion made 
for an adjournment, which we were able to vote down. At mid¬ 
night, Judge [Moak?] Swart, the Chairman, a family connection of 
mine, and a very upright man, but one of the Congressional pro¬ 
testers against the nomination of IMr. Monroe, and every inch a Clin- 
'toniaji, decided that the motion to adjourn was carried. X3pon being 
asked to state the vote on the motion, he replied, with great sim¬ 
plicity, “ Fifty odd to forty odd ! ” As this was rather too indefinite 
to be satisfactory, we demanded that the names of the members 
should be called and the vote taken more exactl 3 u This was done and 
the residt declared to be a tic. We finally consented to an adjourn¬ 
ment. At the next meeting our proposition was accepted. The dele¬ 
gates were again elected, and as Mr. Clinton had undoubtedly made 
some favourable advance in public opinion, and the same influences 
were again applied, the election resulted as before. My own, the 
adjoining county and the small county of Broome were the onl^' 
federal counties in the State that returned anti-Clintonian delegates. 

Then ensued one of those sfampeden that sometimes occur in all 
political associations; men running from a defeated part}^ like rats 
from a falling house. A number of instances, some amusing and some, 
distressing, were presented of individuals, once ranking among the 
firmest, noAv abandoning us under A^arious but generally flimsA'' prc',- 
tences. With both wind and tide in his favor and the Council of 
Appointment, that most formidable element of jAolitical strength 
in those daj^s, to a veiy great extent under his control. Judge Spen¬ 
cer soon made a “practicable breach” in our Legislative defences. 
After much difficulty we had settled down upon Judge Yates, Avitli 
his knowledge and virtual consent, as our Candidate, and his brothei’ 
Spencer immediately set himself at work to induce or force Yates to 
decline, and succeeded. Only a few days before the ConA’-ention IIka 
latter invited me to his room, and told me that he must decline. He. 
was apparently entering upon explanations more or less elaboratin 
when feeling indigriant as Avell as grieved by his conduct but Avith- 
out asperity of manner, I said to him that it was unnecessary to 
giA^e himself that trouble, ns avc had prepared oursclAus for tlu‘, 

’ a’ln' reiil point, was vvhctln'r the comities which, were ropresontod hy Itedei'alist.s in 
the Legislature should scud delegates to the nominating convention. By resisting 1lu‘ 
admission of delegates “not members, of either House” lhos(‘ Federalist countie.s would 
he without representation, and the Clinton support decreased.—W. C. F. 
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contingency, and Avoiild not be embarrassed by his declension. I 
then shewed him a letter from a friend of Gen. Peter B. Porter, 
giving his assent to be onr candidate, if we desired it, and left him. 
I^liad before this communicated my apprehension on the point of 
1-ates til Illness to Chief Justice Thompson, who scouted the idea. 
At our separate caucus a Senator from the Southern district, Mr. 
Crosby, with whom opposition to Mr. Clinton was an absorbing 
passion, presented his venerable and imposing figure to the meet¬ 
ing, and expressed a desire to ask a few questions of Mr. Van 
Biireii, if he had no objections to answer them. On receiving a 
satisfactory assurance he asked for my opinion of the probable 
result of the approaching Convention. I gave him my impression 
in rcg'ard to our numbers, and my reasons for fearing that the.se 
would, under the circumstances, be diminished rather than in¬ 
creased, and that consequently we must be defeated. This, he said, 
was his own opinion, and he then desired to know whether in such 
an event I was willing to retire, with others similarly disposed, and 
to put Gen. Porter in nomination. I answered promply and de¬ 
cidedly, “ No ! ” and after stating the part that we had taken in get¬ 
ting up the convention, and our consequent obligation to acipiiesce 
in the result, added that if we could be found capable of opposing 
its decision for no other reason than because we found ourselves in 
a minority, our bad faith would reduce ns from our present ele¬ 
vated position as the main body, justly so regarded, of the Pepub- 
licah party of the State, to that of a faction, like the Burrites and 
Lewisites, which struggled for short seasons and then disappeared 
from the stage; but that if, on the other hand, we cahiily pursued 
a steady and consistent course—^upholding the time honored usages 
of the party and submitting to all that was done under them, until 
we could regain the ascendancy in the usual way—and if Mr, 
Clinton should, notwithstanding, subject his achninistration to 
federal influences, as we all supposed he wmuld, and as I thought 
he would not be able to avoid doing even if he were so disposed, 
we would soon have the power to overthrow it, and to re-establish 
the Eepublican party upon its ancient foundations. These views, I 
added, were founded upon the assumption that the convention would 
be organized with tolerable firmness, but if the majority committed, 
in its organization, some act of violence, some palpable outrage that 
would be apparent to all, I would consider the binding character 
of their proceedings destroyed, and would in that case, and only in 
that case, unite with those who might be so disposed, retire from 
the Convention, and appeal to the People thro’ the nomination of 
Gen. Porter. Mr. Crosby then asked me to specify Avhat I would 
regard as a proceeding authorizing the step he had proposed. I 
127483°—-vor 2—20-G 
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answered that there were several cases of disputed seats in the 
Convention, all of which, except one, might, I thought, he decided 
against us without furnishing a ground of complaint of the char¬ 
acter required. The exception was that of the Dutchess County 
delegation. There were serious objections to the regularity of the 
choice of our delegates, but for the admission of the Clintonian 
delegates there was no ground or pretence whatever. If the con¬ 
vention rejected our delegates and admitted the others I would 
be ready for opposition. Mr. Crosby, who religiously believed that 
there \vas nothing the Clintonian majority would not do to obtain 
power, declared himself entirely satisfied, and onr caucus dissolved.' 

In deciding on the representation from Dutchess the Coiwention 
took up first the case of our delegates and. rejected them. It then 
proceeded to consider the claims of the Clintonian delegation, and 
the leading members from the Federal counties, such as Gideon 
Granger, John WoodwoiTh, and Nathan Williams, made animated 
speeches in favor of their admission. 

Our friends generally, and I among the rest, deeming the de¬ 
cision certain, took up our hats to repair to the Senate Chamber to 
nominate Porter, but the affair was destined to a different denoiie- 
ment. Perley Keyes, a Senator on our side, and, tho’ a, plain farmer, 
a man of very rare sagacity, and Dr, Sargeant, long a distingiislied 
Republican member, a sincere man, but drawn by special circum¬ 
stances into the Clintonian ranks where he had become a leader, 
lodged at the same hotel. After the separate caucuses, which bad 
both been held with closed doors, broke up, Senator Keyes invited 
the Doctor to a friendly consultation, and communicated to biiu 
confidentially what we had decided to do, and the latter agreed to 
exert all his power to prevent a rupture in the party by rejeetiiif 
both sets of delegates from the county of Dutchess. I saw thou 
together several times behind the Speaker’s chair, during the debate 
but had no idea of the subject of their conversation; Keys, it after 
wards appeared, having sought these interviews to strengthen tli 
Doctor’s nerves under the violent ° outpourings that came from hi 
side. Dr. Sargent waited until the debate was drawing to a dost 
when he made, as he was very capable of doing, an able and effectir 
speech against the admission of their delegates, dwelling mainly o 
the'probability that their admission might break up the conveiitio] 
and the folly of thus endangering the cause, when they had 
sufficient majority of undisputed votes. Not one of the newly cloctc 
delegates voted with him, but he carried a sufficient number of tho 

1 The convention, was elilU at tlie Capitol 25 March, 1S17. ° MS. I, p. 110. 
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who 1h'1oiiil!,'i'(1 (o his ])urty in llio. Legislature tO' carry the question, 
Tlu'^ iK'xt morning the ])rincipal part of the New York delegation, 
including a man ol so nmeh moderation as John T. Irving,‘called 
on nu* and insisted, without assigning any new reasons, that I 
slioiild still unit(‘ with them in nominating an opposing candidate, 
hlu' 1 'cci‘ption that 1 gave to this application offended them, and my 
political candlt‘ was thus lighted at both ends. Mr. Clinton was 
noininaiial and eU'ct.ed by an immense majority. 




CHAPTER VI. 


The Year 1817 was distinguished by the first and settled cominit- 
nieiit ot the State to the Canal policy that has since been prosecuted 
with such signal success. It is not to be denied that a large majority 
of the prominent men of the political party to which I beloiig’ed were 
very decidedly op230sed to this policy. They regarded it, with few 
excei^tions, as im^Dracticable, and as brought forward ^Drinciiially 
thro’ the influence of Mr. Clinton, at the most de 2 )ressed period of 
his political career, with views rather to his own than to the iiitc're.'^f 
of the State. As to the fimt objection there was room, doubtless for 
an honest difierenco of ojpinion, but it must also be admitted thu! 
their 2 )re]udice against Mr. Clinton, ]personal and iDolitical, in sour* 
degree disqualified them from forming a safe opinion U 2 )on the s\tio 
ject. I did not in the least doubt that Mr. Clinton lio^Ded to acb'an'' * 
his political interests by the agitation of the question, but 1 r<iii! t 
not concur with my friends in finding in that conviction Bnlfirii-m 
ground for opjiosing the measure itself, if its i^rosecution should up 
pear to me jiracticablc and beneficial to the State. A Bill aiithnri' 
ing the commencement of the Eiie Canal jDassed the IToiise o.f Assi-u; 
blj^ at the previous session and came to the Senate neai- the closi'. df .'.r 
The necessary information not having in my ojiinion been ohiaiii* 
to justify its jiassage I moved, successfully, that all the clause- ' 
the Bill that authorized the commencement of the work shoufil 1- 
stricken out, leaving only the section making an aioioropriatinu hn 
further surveys and estimates. Mr. Loomis, a Western Senatoi', an,! 
friend of Mr. Clinton, but moderate in his ^^olitics, and an 
advocate of the Canal, on its own merits, admitted that the v'u^’a I 
had expressed in sup^iort of my motion were entirely corrt'uit. I ' - 
lieve. that he voted with us, but am certain that he was contmd v. v: . 
the result, and I well remember the satisfaction ho ex];)rcss(Ml ih:>f I 
had not fallen into the error so jirevalent in both iDarties—llmr . 
looking iqDon the measure with eyes chiefly directed to its ])o!ir '. .. 
bearings. 

VTien the Bill was before us at the next session the none . 
information had been obtained, and Judge Hammond (in lii.s I'«,i ' 
cal History) does me simple justice in the credit he concedevs t** 
for the influence I exerted to secure its passage.^ My brotlun'-iu « . 

iTIiis measure was adopfoc! in the ITousc by a vote of CA to 30, the mnjtu-lt' ■ • 

composcHl mainly of the followers of Clinton and some Federalists. In ()u? Srti.*' 
bill rocGived IS votes in its favor, and 9 in opposition. “ There were fivo k<mui 
were zealous antl-Clintonlans who voted for the hill. IVrhaps it is not (oo i.p 
say, that thi.s result was produced by the efficient and abic efJ’oris of Mr. \'iiu i: 
who was an early friend of the measure.” Hammond, History of Pontical Ihur; t 
the State of New York, I, 441.—W. C. F. 
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benatoi C-aiitine, a very ardent politician, and a pure man in public 
and in piivate life, supported it earnestly. I believe our adverse 
A otes would have caused its failure, but am quite certain that we 
could, if so inclined, have defeated it with the greatest ease. I made 
an edaborate speech in its favor, of which a report was attempted but 
acknowledged by its author Col. Stone,'^ (a life long political oppo¬ 
nent) to be very imperfect—for which he assigned complimentary 
reasons, saying that he had found it difficult to report me generally 
ironi the rapidity and animation with which I spoke, and that on 
this occasion he was led to abandon the attempt by the great interest 
he felt in the speech, and his gratification at its character. 

I perhaps pressed the subject with greater earnestness because a 
largo majority of my political friends dilfered from me, and some 
blamed my course. Mr. Clinton was in the Senate Chamber, and 
listened \'ery attentively throughout, and altho’ it was only a few 
weeks after he had obtained the nomination for Governor, which I 
had so zealously opposed, and our personal intercourse was very 
reserved, he approached me, when I took my seat, shook hands with 
me, and expressed his gratification in the strongest terms. From 
that period to the end of my employment in the service of the State, 
I supported with fidelity and zeal every measure calculated to ad- 
A^anco its Canal policy, and opposed as zealously, every attempt to 
prostitute that great interest to party purposes. 

My shrewd friend. Senator Keyes, who was'opposed to the Bill, 
informed me that he intended to offer an amendment providing for 
a branch canal from the main trunk to Oswego, in which place I 
was largely interested, and that the success of the amendment must 
depend upon my vote. I remonstrated with him on the unkiiidness 
of his course in seeking to connect my action upon so important a 
subject with my private interest, but told him that I should assuredly 
vote against the amendment on that ground, if there was no other. 
He notwithstanding offered it; I voted against it, and it was de¬ 
feated. The construction of that 'branch many years afterwards 
proved of great advantage to the interests both of Oswego and of 
the State. 

After the signal triumph of Judge Spencer in forcing the nomi¬ 
nation of Mr. Clinton upon the party I did not much regret the 
necessity that presented itself to encounter him again at this session 
in one of those political skirmishes for which his passion was in¬ 
nate and insatiable, and in wffiich, if I often succeeded, it was be¬ 
cause I consulted my judgement more and my temper less, and be¬ 
cause I took greater care to be right. In consequence of our respect- 

~ L. stone, conductor of the AUany Duily Advertiser, a leading federal news- 

paper, and later editor of the Commercial Advertiser of New York City.—W. C. F. 
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able force in numbers and tlie preponderance of talent in our 
torial ranks, conceded by Judge Hammond in his Political 1 
tory,^ at the time of Mr. Clinton’s election, we were not long id 
curing a majority in that body, which, tho’ generally willing to ‘ 
port such of Mr. Clinton’s measures as were not in themselves 
jectionable, could not be regarded as politically friendly to him> 
matters were left to their natural course it was not likely that 
friends could improve his condition in this respect, and it 
not strange therefore that an administration that owed its exist 
to extraneous means, should find itself compelled to resort to 
ilar appliances for its support. A case for this sort of interfed 
was presented in this its first year. 

The seats of Mr. [William] Poss, of Orange County, a Cliiitoi 
and of my friend Mr. Cantine, of Greene, became vacant and ' 
to be filled at the next election. The particular counties in 
District from which candidates for Senatorial vacancies shoiil 
taken were then designated at the seat of Government by the rc 
sentatives of the District in both branches of the Legislature, 
counties already named were fairly entitled to be, and would, n 
ordinary circumstances, have been selected, but such a result W 
have left, things precisely as they stood, the one being favoi 
and the other advei’se to Mr. Clinton. A project was thei'< 
started by Judge Spencer to give to the county o.f, Otsego, air 
repiesented by Judge Hammond, a Clintonian, another Senate 
the exclusion of Greene, on the pretence that by a critical exaii 
tion of the relative population of the counties composing the 
trict, Otsego was better entitled to two Senators than Greene to 
On my way to the meeting of the representatives of the Dislri 
tiie_ Capitol, I was confidentially informed by a personal friend 
genei'ally acted with the Clintonians, that there had been pr 
meetings of the members on that side, attended by Judge Spe 
in which it was agreed to give the vacancies to Orange and Ot 
I met Mr. Loss, at the door of the Senate, in the act of leaving 
place of our meeting, called him aside, and denounced in st 
terms the intrigue of which I had just been informed. He sai 
had nothing to do with the affair. I told him that could not 

* “ Mr. Van Bureu, of course, fdt a deep- interest in tlie choice of the council of ai 
ment. His object would not be accomplished if men were placed in the council, a i 
Ity of whom w'ere decidedly hostile to the govei’uor. In that case the public won 
pute all the errors which miffht be committed, to the council, and judge of the ext 
by his speeches. Nor w'as he willing that Mi*. Clinton should have a council 
would accord with him in all his Adews, and be subservient to his wishes. It wop 
thought, he more desirable to form a council which the governor could not conlr* 
for whose acte the public Avould hold him responsible. In other words. Mi’. Van 
wished to create a council which should be nominally Clintonian, but Avhlch, t 
same time, should he really hostile to the governor. Partly by management, and 
by accident, a council of tho character last described, was actually chosen.” Ham 
History of Political Parties in the State of New York, I, 457.—W. C. P. 
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be reconciled ^Yith_t.]le fact that some of the meetings had been held 
hi his room; that if the perpetration of this outrage was persevered 
in we would not support him, and that he knew us well enough 
to judge whether we would keep our word. He showed confusion 
and alarm. Our meeting was soon after organized by placing Gen, 
Tlelknap of Orange in the Chair—a waim friend of kii*. Clinton and 
a very upright man. Judge Hammond, who was the leader on the 
Clintonian side, and whom, judging from the candour and integrity 
exhibited in his History of the times, it must have caused Judge 
Spencer some labour to bring into the support of the contemplated 
arrangement, moved that one of the Senatorial candidates .should be 
taken fiom Orange, in regard to which there was no dispute. I 
moved to amend by adding Greene for the other, so that the question 
should be taken on both vacancies at the same time. Judge Ham- 
mond assigned plausible reasons against this coui’se, without ad¬ 
mitting that there was any opposition to Greene, and without Imow- 
ing that I had been apprised of their plans. After slririnishing in 
this way long enough to be satisfied that he did not mean to be more 
explicit, I made a full statement of the information I had received, 
challenged a denial of its correctness,® and receiving none, de¬ 
nounced the projected scheme in decorous but severe terras, as a 
])roof of a determination to break up the party. Mr. Hammond 
was not, as he says himself, an expert debater, and discomposed by a 
statement of facts, not complimentary to the fairness of those with 
wdiom he was acting, entered wdth evident embaiu’assment upon the 
exhibition of his statistics in regard to the population of the coun¬ 
ties, and other pretences that had been constructed by the movers 
in the plot. We scouted all his calculations as indicating a chaffer¬ 
ing disposition inconsistent with that confidence and fraternal feel¬ 
ing which had in time past characterized the action of the party. 
We affirmed that the treatment of the small counties, that consti¬ 
tuted nearly half the district, had always been of the most liberal 
character, and that not an instance could be cited in which a double 
representation in the Senate had been given to a large county, as 
long as there was in the district a small county not represented, and 
finally we exclaimed against the propriety of a separate and private 
imderstanding by a portion of a political brotherhood about to as¬ 
semble to promote the common cause, pledging itself to a particular 
course without hearing what the rest had to say against it. 

Gen. Belloiap, the Chairman, very unexpectedly to all, rose from his 
seat, and, tho’ no speaker, said in impressive terms that he had at¬ 
tended the meeting alluded to, and had promised to vote for the 
exclusion of Greene, but that he was now satisfied that he had done 
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wluMi 1(> hiiti!'i‘ir a iifi’lVflly s(rai^'lit-forwin'd man, T did not, as 
I would havo iioi'ii just iliahlu in lining, hivak oil' my intcrcoui’sc with 
him, imi rontiudcd myx'lf with making him sansihlo ol‘ ihn iujnslioo 
ha. had dona ina, withont asking oi- t’acihiving axphinations. 

A law availing:- aflaiAvards I was visil.ad hy (Jan. Solomon Van 
Ihms.sidaar, (ha Adjulanl-dJaiiaraI, who hro'nghl, ina. a massaga, from 
(io\'. Clinlon (o (ha. ail’aal, (hal tliara was nothing in his faclings 
towards ma lhat wiiidd pri-vaid. on his jnirt tha, maintaminao oT 
IViaiidly rtdalions, and lhat ha, sinaaraiy hopad that suah would lio 
(ha aa.'.a; llial ha did uo(. ol' aoiir.sa axpaal. nm to support any ol’ his 
maasiira.-i whi<h 1 di<l not appro\'(', hut would ha happy to lind that 1 
jndgad his adminisiralion fairly. I raaiproaalad lhasa friandly assiir- 
anaas will) milch aordialily, ami raqiiaslad lha (Janaral (.o say to tha 
(Jo\tumor ihal all I asktal of him was siia.h an administration ol tlia 
(Jo\a.rnmaid. as would satisfy our old political Iriands that ha da.sirad 
to su.slaiu tha Kapnhliaan party td’ tha State, in which avant I could 
make my.odf ii.saful to it, and would taka grant plaasiirt^, in doing so. 

I fait tlia awkwardnass of .suuling such a response (.liroiigh a high- 
toned IVdaralist, hut. thought it. due. as wall to (.ha (lovarnor as to 
mv.'-alf, to make him niularstand my position corrt'ctly. lie and 
dudgv Spenaer might., at that, limt*, jiy (haii- joint intliianaa, liava. pra- 
vailad upon (.wo <d' (ha. four niamhtu's composing iht' Council of Ap- 
poiidniant (o consimt (o my s-Mnoval from (ha. ollica. of At.toriu'y (Jan¬ 
aral, and (hus might havt' atl’actad i( hy his casting vo(i'.. H.V omitting 
to niaki*. the. at,tempt hat wean duly hSlH, whan ha (udi'rad upon 
(ha duties of his ollica, and rlauuary hsli), wha.n a naw Council was 
cho.san, ha. proved (.ha, sincerity of his prohmsions mad(‘. thro’ (Jan. 
Van Ivaiissalaar. Of lha m'W Council m»(. a single niamhar could 
ha\'a, ha(‘U iudiiaad (o \'o(a, for niy rainoN'al, and hy (ha naxl- t-lu'' only 
one, in which his iriands ohlainad a majority - ■! was riunovad.* 

At tha niaisting of lha Lagislalura in hSlP the. Ruhic.on was passed 
hy (ha ('linlonians and a spivdy separation of tha paiiy made cer¬ 
tain. They da.c.ulad to siipiiort for Speaker of tha liouso oi’ As- 
sainhly, Ohadiah (Jarman, a Senator in (kmgra.ss during tlia War, 
and its violent oiiponcnt 'Ua was to our fiuands tha, most, ohno.xioiis 
man, in t.ha Clintonian isuiks. It had for a, .sarit's (d* yaars haan t.ha 
praatiaa of tlia .UaimhrK'an niamhars to mai't. in tlia S<‘na,(,a diamhai’-, 
and to salact, hy a, inajorit.y, (lu>, individual (m ha, vol.a.<l for as 
Spaaki'r, and lha. choice thus made was always j'aga.rdad as iiiiuling 

■ 'ril(‘ new cnmH'll W.'i:: i.l' VlllcM. HlUMllllI), K. WIlllllJII Udhh 

imd o..i.f);.‘ Iti.i-i'm'i-iiulz. ll wiin wllli llic iiUi nl’ l''i-(l<‘nUis(. vnlcH, (iitly .Inlui 

Kill;;', liiH'i' iiml ('iiriiiiiii liclii;',' <i|i1iiini'iI. 'riii':ii‘ iml 0 ) Volt* Cor llii* C lliilo- 

jil:i)i iMuinrll lii.i’inis.' of lli<- I r«‘;i liio'ii I of llio uruiU orlii I iiui'nlloii hy ( lovi'nioiq OHuloU. 
It wil.s ;.iiliiio-;i'il Hull (lie < hivecnur wa;; hoiaUe lo llie )•(' eleclloli ol' Uulus KhiK. lUltl 
UUh siiriinslllon wir^ i onlinned wlieii .liidfic Siieiu'er wns lUil Corwiii-d ns the eiiiKluluIc 
ol' Uii; governor's |i!ir(.v. W. C. K. 
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on tlie party. Owing, in some degree, to mismanagement, partly to 
the unpopularity of German, and, to a small extent, tO' the absence 
of members, we obtained a majority in the Caucus, and nominated 
Mr. [William] Thompson, of Seneca, for Speaker. This result 
astounded Mr. Clinton and his friends, who from having ridiculed 
the idea of opposition to German were now filled with consternation. 
Instead of uniting in the choice of Thompson, as they should have 
done (the place not being one of primary importance) they decided 
in the excitement and confusion of the time to elect, and did elect 
German, by a union with.the federalists.^ 

The effect was electrical, and from one end of the State to the 
other there was a revulsion of feeling in the minds of Republicans 
inclining them to join hands at the Governor’s expence. This gen¬ 
eral sensation brought to Albany Jacob Barker, of whom I have al¬ 
ready spoken, and who was always set in active motion by a crisis, 
as had been shown on many occasions during the War. He possessed 
the full confidence of Judge Spencer, and a large share of that of 
the Governor and of his new fi’iend Judge William W. Van Ness. 
Barker confirmed the worst accounts they had received from the 
counties and impressed them strongly with the necessity of taking 
some step that might subdue the excitement, or at least divert the 
public mind from the subject. A vacancy had been produced on the 
Bench of the Supreme Court, and the coup cVetat proposed by Barker 
was that the Governor should nominate me to the Council for the 
Judgeship without enquiring whether I would or would not accept 
it. I have before described the relations that always existed be¬ 
tween Barker and myself. He came to me, after a full considtation 
with the three gentlemen I have named, and first requiring and ob¬ 
taining my promise that I would say nothing in regard to my own 
feelings upon the matter he was about to lay before me, proceeded 
to inform me fully of his plan, to which, he said, all the gentlemen 
referred to had assented. His argument was that whether I accepted 
or not, it would be sufficient to repel the charge of Mr, Clinton’s sub¬ 
serviency to federal influence; and if I accepted it would luinove me 
from a place where I was very troublesome, to one v'hei'e I could 
exert less political influence. The only difficulty, he told me, arose 
from a promise the Governor had made to appoint Mr. [John] 
Woodworth, but that they thought could be overcome. 

He subsequently described to me an interview between Judge 
Spencer and Woodworth, the object of which was to induce the latter 
to relieve the Governor from his promise, the particulars of which 
were too characteristic of the parties to require, with me, any other 
proof of their authenticity. But Mr. Woodworth stood fast on his 

^A full account of tills election is given in Hammond, History of Political I’arties in 
tlie State of New York, I, 477.—W. C. F. 
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bond. The interference of his brother-in-law, Gen. Stephen Van 
Eensselaer was next called into action, but with no better success. 
They were all greatly dissatisfied with this pertinacious selfishness, 
but the Governor, having received a personal favor from him, ful¬ 
filled his promise and nominated Woodworth, It is probable that 
when the result was found to be inevitable the proposition spoken of 
by Judge Hammond of appointing two additional Judges, and my¬ 
self as one of them, was proposed by Mr, Barker, and abandoned 
on being opposed ° by Judge Spencer and the Governor.^ I have 
noi idea that either of these gentlemen knew that I had been apprised 
of these circmnstances, or that they would have been much dissatis¬ 
fied with the fact if they had known it. 

The blunder of the administration in regard to the choice of 
Speaker, was, shortly after, followed by an event that served to 
trengthen us greatly. A vacancy occurred in the Board of Canal 
Commissioners, and I was told by a federal member of the House of 
Assembly, opposed to Mr. Clinton, and who subsequently became a 
member of the party known as “ the high-minded,” that if we would 
bring forward a candidate against Ephriam Hart the Clintonian 
candidate, wdio was not acceptable to him and his friends, there 
would be found votes enough on the joint-ballot to secure his elec- 
ion. I ju’oposed my friend Henry Seymour, father of the present 
Governor [Horatio Seymour] to whom he at once agreed. On the 
joint-ballot, wo, to the surprise and deep regTot of the Governor and 
lis friends, elected Mr, Seymour by a majority of one vote.- This 
gave us a majority in the Canal Board and I am quite confident that 
we derived more advantage from the patronage and influence attached 
to it than the Governor obtained from the Council of Appointment, 
which was embarrassed by the circumstance that it had to hiinister 
to the cravings of a party composed of discordant materials. 

While things w’ere going on in this way, I one day received, in 
court, a note from Judge' Spencer, written on the Bench, saying that 
le desired a private interview that evening, and would meet me either 
at his house, or at mine, or at the residence of his son-in-law. I 
returned an answer before he left the bench that I would come to his 
bouse in the evening. 

The state of party-feelings at the time may be inferred from the 
fact that we were both sensible that it was necessary to make our 
interview strictly private to prevent its being used by mischevious 
persons to foment jealousies among our friends. He received me 
very kindly at the door, introduced me into his library, and turned 
the key. He soon disclosed his object by expressing a strong desire 

° Ms. I, p. 120. 

^ Ilammond, History of rolitical Parties in tlio State of Xew York, I, 400.—W. 0. P. 
- Hammond, History of Political Parties in the State of New York, I, 403.—W. C. F. 
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my removal. I then observed that as this vms not intended as a 
menace, of which I had not the slightest suspicion, and which he 
earnestly disclaimed, I could have no objection to its introduction; 
that I was not sorry it had been introduced, as I had for some time 
been anxious to be fully understood by the Governor and himself 
upon the point. I said that I had obtained my office from the same 
source from which the Governor had derived his place, and was 
earlier in possession. I sustained him in the leading measure of 
his Administration,—that of Internal Improvements—but it was 
complained that I was taking measures to prevent his re-election. 
This I had a right to do, and I denied that he had any authority 
to use his power, derived as it was, to coerce me into his support. 
But at the same time I admitted that these views, had, by the course 
of events, and conduct of parties, come to be regarded as mere 
abstractions;—that I was by no means certain that I would act 
upon them myself if our cases were reversed;—that I had for a long 
time regarded the loss of my office, when the Governor obtained the 
power to remove me, as the probable consequence of my persistence 
in the course I felt it my duty to pursue, and that he might rest 
assured that he would hear of no personal complaints from me or 
my friends on account of my removal. 

Judge Spencer aclmowledged emphatically the liberality of my 
feelings, and the regret he would experience if matters toolc the di¬ 
rection referred to, (in which I did not doubt his sincerity, for not¬ 
withstanding occasional exhibitions of great violence, he was cap¬ 
able of generous impulses)—and said, as I rose to leave him that’ 
he was happy wm had met, because altho’ we had accomplished noth¬ 
ing upon the main subject, our conversation could not fail to give a 
milder tone to our future differences. 

The session terminated without any change in the posture of polit¬ 
ical affairs, but also without my removal taking place. In the heat 
of summer I received an order from the Governor to attend the Dela¬ 
ware Circuit, and to take part in a laborious and difficult trial for 
Murder in Delaware County, and meeting him the next day, at the 
Canal Board, he asked me whether I had received his order. I an¬ 
swered affirmatively but enquired whether he thought it quite fair 
as matters stood, (alluding to the called meeting of the Council of 
Appointment, and the expectation of my removal during my absence) 
to send me in such weather upon such a service, and proposed to him 
to consent that I should employ Counsel on the spot, at the expense 
of the State. He understood my allusion, and colouring, said, “ No ! 
Great interest is felt in the case, and the public will be disappointed 
if you do not go ! ’’ 

Before the adjournment of the Legislature I said to Gen. German, 
in a jocose way, that his friend the Governor gave the State a great 






deal of trouble, that his adherents ought to applj^ to Mr. Monroe to 
send him on some distinguished foreign mission, and that he -would 
be strongly tempted to unite in the measure, to -which he made sonu* 
reply, in a similar vein. On my return from the Delaware circuit 
I met the General on his wa}?^ from New York, where the Council 
of Appointment was is session, to his residence in Chenango. Ih' 
left his carriage, came to me and sainted me very cordially. I aski'd 
him the news—^what was the Council about, and has it made a n<‘av 
Attorney General? He replied '^Not yet^^ and then referred to 
otir former convei’sation, and said he had felt desirous to see me in 
the hope of being able in some way to arrest the divisions that wort^ 
spreading in the party. I replied by giving to that conversation its 
true character, but adding seriously that if the Governor was will ¬ 
ing to accept a foreigm mission, I for one, would be happy to set-, 
him get it. He said “No, No.”—on which I told him at once, but in 
kindness, that for anything else it was too late; that the Governor 
must either put us down, or be put out himself; that as matters 
stood the leading men of both parties would only discredit them¬ 
selves with the People by attempting to patch up a truce. “Well,” re 
plied he, “it requires no prophet, to tell us which of those results 
will happen”—and we separated. 1 have always supposed that the, 
General had asked them to delay the removal until he could see nu\ 
and that he wrote to New York from the nearest post-office, al'b'r 
our interview, as I received my sii'per-sedeas almost immediately 
thereafter.'^ 

Chief Justice Thompson, having received the “appointment of 
Secretary of the Na^^, and there being besides strong objections 
to his nomination for Governor on the part of some of our best incu, 
we determined, before the. Legislature separated, informally, to 
bring forward Vice President Tompkins. All admitted the Chi('f 
Justice to be honest and sincere but it was thought that he did nol. 
imderstand the feeling of the party sufficiently, and might quarrel 
with it before his term of office expired. Although I had been very 
instrumental in giving him the political prominence he possessed, I 

»“In .July [-1810]^ the Council met a^ain. AltLongh tlio remoyal of minor ofTico hold 
ing Eucklails and the appointment of Cliiitouiaus had been very general; yet Mr. Van 
.Buren, who stood at the head of the opposition to the Ooycruor, and led on the alt!i<-K-. 
had been allowed to hold one of the most important, influenlial and at that time lucra¬ 
tive ofliccs in lliG Slate, the office of Attorney General, undisturbed. It was urged tlial 
this inconsistency in the conduct of the administration ought to he obviated; and afier 
much and long he.slt.Uion tlie Council removed him, and appointed Thomas .T. Oakley in 
his place . . . Mr. Van Buren, according to the maxim which before had, and since hu.s 
governed his political condiict. had no right to complain, and in fact, I believe, he did 
nol ; l)Ut an outcry was of course raised in the newspapers, on account of the removal 
of a rci)uhlicnu from an important office, and the appointment of a feilcrali.st in his 
place.” ITainmond, History of Political Parties in the. State of Now York, I, 507. Oakley 
wa.s the Dick Shift of rbo Bucktail Bards.—W. C. F. 

° MS. I, p. 125. 
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cnnit' <(! pri'fly iimb'Ii ilic s:iiut‘ rtitichisioii for miiny I’l'iisoiis, ono of 
whifli- I \\ill iiK'nIion hy \v:iy of ion. W<‘ wonf 1o;^•dluM• to 

(lit' 1 )i'l:i\vnrt‘ ('irfiiil in whii'h foinily (umi. Koot livi'd luul (lu'u 
t'Nt'rt'i-I'll iinilispiitt'tl and iiuli^pnlnlilt' polilii'id sway—and on our 
way I I'Npiv. I'd a liopi* lo (ht' (diii'T Jiislii't' (hat lu'. would slnil- his 
ryt"-: lo flu' IJt'iuTars roilih"-;. and Irt'al. him kindly. For a low davs 
llit'ir iidfrcoiir.-.t' was nnilnally sal is factory-so mnt'h so tliat lie 
lallcr coult' st'd lo mt' (hal liu'ro wert' yood i)oin('s idiont'd'homiisoii 
td’ which he had iio( ht'foiv ht'cn st'nsihh'; hiil, ht'foiH^ the dirciiit 
‘’1" ''d hi; prcjiuliccs ware mort' than i'V('r aroused and 1 conld not 
cvt'ii pri'\ail on iiiin lo lakt' a. I’l'spi'clahh' leave of t-he (diied’ fliistiee. 

Ihc know Icd'O' (d oiir iiilt'iil ion in rt'yard lo (in' Viet' Prt'sidt'ut 
wa . !h.' .-.iynal for oppo' ilion (o Ihi' m'K h'liu'nt of that jiortion of 
hi‘> a'‘counl:; for War e.Kpi'ndiiurt'S (hal had to he. audited by tho 
Slalt' olhccr.. hcfori' il conhl lie ailowt'tl at Wa.sliinylon. Fnlil 
I hen all Won! on ;;}noo(hl\' ami his accminls Avonid liave been w'ith- 
out a iloiihl, bn! for (hat cii-cninslanct', salisfaclorily st'ltled. lie 
: ooii came (o an open rnplure with the. (ompirolh'r Mclntyri' (a 
/.I'aioii friend of (he th)\a'ruor) who made, an appeal (o llu' public, 
in ihc form td’aii ollicia! h'lle)-, . iyned as (‘ompirolh'r, and addri'ssed 
lo (he \'ice Fre.sidt'iil.' 1 wt'iil lo llu' residi'iiet' of (hej latler at 
Slaleii I.'land, a.i well lo ohiain liis consi'ut (o be our eandidah', as 
(o iendei- all lilt' aid in my powt'r in prt'pariny an answe.r to the 
I‘ompi roller'-, lelh'r, with ctjj'iies of whieh I h(' Stab', had Ix'en in- 
nndaled. 1 s<ion Ibiiml lhal lit' was s.lronyly iinpri'est'd with (he. idea 
(hat 1 wanb'd (he nominalitm my.;clf, ami pt'rsisled in (h'elininy, 
nnlll I alluded in (enii.-; in his mo(i\-t', and ya\'e him assurances of 
hie error which he could no! hut bt'lieAa', when lu* eonsenled lo our 
wi.elu'.s. Fill wlu'ii wt’ canu' (o (In' t'Naininalion of l»is papers 1 
found him, in eoiupaI’i'oii wilh what hi' had been, e.Kce.edinyly 
ht'ljile.s-:. {'on.'.cioti. ol' Ids inh'yrily in all, thiiiys si'usihle of the 
yri'al .'-:ervi(‘i's he had rt'iidi'red (o (he coiuilry at periods o-f ils ut¬ 
most lu'etl, ami of (he disinb'ri'.siediu'ss of his molives, (which luul 
ht'cn sirikinyly displayt'd by his refusal lo hi', drawm from his Post, 
liy Ihe. lemplalioii of the. olliee of Seerelary <d‘ Slate.) his fi't'diipy 
luul no! bet'll cailou.s or Ills rt'sohilion si roiiy enonyh lo enable him 
lo hear up ayainsl (lie injiislict', Ihe inyralilmle ami tlu' calumny 
of which he u;is now made Ihe vieliin. lie coiihl not speak on (he, 
subjt'cl of Ide aecounis wilh t'ompo lire, or look' at Mclntyre’’s letler 
wilhoui loalhiny. W'ht'ii lohl of (he imlispen.sablt' necessity of yiv 
iny (o ihtii' mailers promiil ami (horouyh allenlion, lie saitk he 
could noi hel[t il. ami Ihrowiny ilown a biimih td' Ki'Vs, c.xclairm'd, 
"'I'liere arc liu' kt-y.; td’ ni\ jirivale pajicrs, wilhoiit re'-t'r\t' heri' is 
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my friend Mr. Leake—^lie knows a good deal about the papers ai 
will cheerfully give you all the aid in his power, and, when y^ 
want explanations come to me.” 

On examining his private letter-book I found a corresponder 
between him and Thomas Addis Emmett containing an offer 
the office of Attorney General, and its acceptance. I immediate 
went to the g'arden where he was, with the book in my hand, a 
.said to him “ Vice President, I find here that you were the anti 
of an appointment that I have always attributed to Mr. Clinto 
and showed him the correspondence. I-Ie replied “ Certainly, G 
Clinton knew nothing of the matter. I wanted to have Thomas i 
Southwick convicted of the bribery they practiced on the pass: 
of the Bill to incorpoiaito the Bank of America, and thought ;; 
too ^mung for that service; and I knew besides that you wo 
come to the office early enough.” 

The knowledge of the injustice that I had for so many ye 
done to Mr. Clinton in this regard distressed me and made me af' 
wards more cautious how I trusted to mere inferences in import 
matters. There was then an impassable political gulf between 
and no suitable opportunity was presented for explanation, br 
am sure this discovery had its influence on my dispositions towi 
him at another and very critical period of his life. 

In the course of my early -intea'views with the Vice Preside.! 
imbibed a suspicimi that the habit of intemperance, tO’ W'hich 
in the end, fell a melancholy victim, had commenced its fatal 
ages upon him. The Secretary of the Navy, (Thompson) w’ 
sou had married the Vice Pi'csident’s daughter had taken a cot 
for the summer <!n the island, but was absent from home win 
aiT'ived. Oji his first visit I proposed a walk, and in reply tc 
{piestion as to the condition in which I found the Vice Presid 
pa])e]'s, I answmred “ So far, very well, but there is another mi 
that has afflic-ted mo more.” I then asked him whether it had 
occurred to him that our friend was becoming intemperate, 
paused a moment, and replied, with more feeling than was coir 
to his nature, but with his habitual truthfulness, that he couk 
say that the idea had not at times passed, thro’ his mind, hut 
lie had watched him as closely as he could, with propriety, and f 
lied, himself that his indulgence was temporary, occasioned b; 
troubles, and would soon wear off. I hinted at the fearful re: 
sihiliiy I "was assiimiug in pressing his nomination if it si 
turn out differently. Ho concurred very fully in this and said 
he trusted I knew him too well not to be satisfied that he i 
1)0 the hist ])crson to advise me to persevere if he thought ther 
any real danger, and that he would not fail, if my appreher 
were realized, to step forward, and share the responsibility wit 
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1 his rt'Iii'Vt'd my miiiil, hnl I prt'pai’tnl. nolW'ilan anony- 
iioiis Ivlli'r It) lli(‘ \'ift' IhvsitltMil whicli I inianth'd to put in the 
lost ollit’i', wln'ii I roaflu’d I ha ally, but iily cinirjii?o, wliicli ‘was 
u>vi‘r yt't ta(ual to such a la'rformanao faikul, and when I got to 
Saw 'll ork I (last coyt'd it. 

I soon round not only salisfaetory but. highly crc.ditahlo, oxpluna- 
ion.s of Iran.saations Ihal ligurt'd lai’galy in the Coni])trollev’s letter, 
n (ha fatlaral pat'sses, ami in llu' pampldets which the enemies of ihe 
bia(> Prasidtmt bad wrillan on llu'stibjt'.el. of his ae,counts. Wluui my 
‘Xamiiiation was linishad and ha was delighted with the case he 
vas aboiil to j)i-asenl, I was pleased (o w'itness the raA'ivul oC his 
pirits and, willi (hem, of his adroitness, (aat and ])ower. He pro- 
losad (o laaid bis Haply lirst- at. a private nu'eting tif the most dis- 
ing'ui'ht'tl of bis pm'soiiul ami |it)li(leal IVimids—a slej) of the utility 
if which I bacanu' vary st'usihh' wluai I found that, these numerous 
ranllaman, after having: bean thus consulted, ideid.Itiial theinsalves, 
n i-oim* degi’at', with tin* docnmcid, ami wtux' us nmcli int.eres(.(^d in 
Is success, as they could have batm if iht'y had lln'm.scdvas written 
t. My ivKperianca on (bis occasion had its inlluam'a in inducing me 
‘ver a ftarwards (o mi'bmit my own papers d('s( inad for ])ul)liaa,(.i(m to 
ht‘ widest. iusp('ation of my friends, with liberal [larmissiou to 
nggast imj)ro\cincnls, and lUialh'ctad dis.sat isfaation if thc'y failed 
o avail tbamsclves of it. d'bma' wa;-. one, and only oiu'’ jioint on 
vbich (lu‘ \'ic(‘ I’rt'sidaul and myself dilbn-ed, and that will show 
he aircet, (hut injustice' had prodiiaad on a mind naturally (ha most 
lisintcrasttal and salf-d''uying, by tcni()(ing him contrary t<> the 
isaga <)f bis life, to Ih’coiiu* (he trumpeter of his <)wn glory. 1 de- 
ired to give (he la.rga.sl. sharia of credit, for rcxsulls that had in fact 
H'cm prodnec'd by his individual (dforts and saerilie.es, t.o the 
)ntriotism of thi' Ik'opla, but he, thought he hud acted on that prin~ 
■iph' long ('iioiigh, and that the. t-ime liad arrived when he. ought to 
hiim what. balong<>d to him. Ilis var.slon of the matl.er w'as in.s('.rt,ed 
n (he, letter, with an engagememt on his j)art, to state to t.he men,ting 
)ur diirerence of opinion on tlu‘. point, when he reached it, and to 
diide by tlu'ir decision. ‘When I looked at, the list, of p(M'sons h(>. hud 
'i-apan'd t.o eomi>ose, (he meeting 1 was amiis<‘d with (.lit* com])l(>,xion 
)f .some of its parts, and .yet nothing <u)uid bav(‘ ))ai'n more jmlicious 
ban such a. .st'h'ction. At t.ln', door of (he place of nu'.at.ing 1 mat 
Vlarlin 8. Wilkins, tlu' Vice hri'sidant’s cias.s-mat',e and early frietul, 
,vho, a It ho’ an honest man in all rt'sp(‘i‘ls 5 w'as suhstantially a 
nonarahist, in his p(di(ics. R.('cogiii/,ing him, in t.lu' ob.sciii'e light 
)f availing, ami notwithstanding my pra\'ious knowdedge that ho 
was to b('. <)m‘ of llu' company, I .said', “ Mr. Wilkins you have made 
,om(‘. .strange mistake in aojuing here,!” 
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“ Nu{ at all." 1 h' auNWi'i'ctl. “ i- n<»( thi-'. thr hnii c of .lonaihun 

'rht)jnp><>ii r' 

“ V<‘S!" said I “liiU (lu'r(‘ is to Ix' a th m<>triii(C uax-l iit;*' lu“r<' 
(<iniiiht " Uliat (t-rni ha\iuij; cuitu' into uso in-'tcad of lu-pudlicanl 
“ and I am \t'r\ ; on* that yon do not iio tn siirh u'athnrina’s.” 

“'riiat i-- triio oiioim'li " r<'|)lii‘d U'ilkins, “ 1 don't nafi’ a d n I’nr 
yoiif ihmanTafy, luit i takn an intornst in tin* micih-. , (»!’ liom* t nn'ii, 
and li('ru'\(' my idd schoolmatn Daniid 1). d’onijdcin:: to hr oiu*. and 
1 conu' hare lo-uipiit to ho <a>ntiniHMl in that opinion 1" 

d'lu* \'ir(' I’rt'sidt'nl irnulo soma \‘ary impra"' i\a remark, illn tral- 
in;^ the truth td' the sfa(am<'td- upon tia' expadiauay <d‘ pulitishiiiir, 
on whieli he and 1 had diilared jn.tifyin”' tha inl’eraneas ha hail 
ilrawn, and Hranytheninij the propriety of his po ilimi and enn- 
(ditditi'i- u i(h the daidaralion (hat (ha (iiui* had arri\ed whim Iw oii'di! 
to dll Idm air jn.liea. I-'oriniu.'*' their' opinion upon the-a proiind-; 
otdy. there appeared to he a eatieral lantiinent in tha mealiup that 1 
\va:; u roijp’, I'ollon’ed hy a nmionstranee with tiie for my oppn'iiiun. 
In reply 1 dueh for a short time on the danpar of a linui u hn had 
ulway iiaan so mode, t in speakinp of his own merit-- ehaneinp hi ' 
eharaetar in (hat repard, partienlarly under hi-- pra i-ut l•ir.■um 
tanees, nhieh a the}' loud wen* well ealenlated to eKeite [iiihlir 
pvinpa(h\': hut when I canta to da eriha (ha n a' that Mr. ('lintiiuV 
ran tie and hn..y pen wnidd make id’ : neh . acininp elf adulaiinn, in 
a danrea at llu' e\pan e of the Pcnph'. and a! a moment when wa 
w ei'a seekinp f heir fa\or, there wa a ehanp'a id’ ent innmt, execpt du 
(lie part id’ .Mr. Wilkins, who eonlended that this IhiMerin."' the 
retiplewa all , tntl'. and (hatlhe hetter way voe (n tell t he 1 1 nth 
and abide (he eon apllenees. d’he re.s( ad\'i ad the \'iee l*re idejil to 
uald for the sake of polie_\ not w i (la (a ud iiip (he (rnth of what ha 
propo I'd to ay uhiidi he did with a n'oud praec. dlte h-iler wa. 
jac-i-ued with the pfeale t favor, and eiuharrtts. ad (ioveruiir t linton 
and hi frietid exeeedinpl v. 

1 he eontdry wa tilled witii (he nio ( e\a"'eara(ed report in re 
''ard to the elaini preferred apain i the St:i(a liy the N'iee Prc- ideiil. 
I o tie red a re olnt ion. eaidy in the next a: ion, i-a!! iii"' on the t 'onip 
triiller to report the eiaiui. made, wlietlier (he aeeoiint had h"eit 
ettli'd aeeordiup to the provisions of an ae| pa ed at the la i .e 
.'ion,* thefol'o it wa' n.-pee(cd (hat he Would he a ealidldat. i and if 
Jin!, (he tea, on for (he oijii- ioji. 'llnlt ollieer .-i-nl in an elahorale 
repiv V hieit wa t'eti-rri‘iI (o oiir eoniiaittee, \\'c madi* a report, 
imph- and nnv ami. hecf. .-(atinpthe whole ease in a wa v to he ea ilv 
nnde! food h_v t I'le 1 ’eoplc, and aeeonipatded i| hy a 1 »i 11 direi | ;ue- jh • 
{'ompt rolhn* (o p.ay (o i he \’iee Ih'a-ident h'Jeven 'I hoii and nollar-'. 

- MH. I, j) ir.n. 

’ S>-••ton I.iui'itif tHI'.i. u ‘.'sa, S'Ci* liaiiiKiMiii!, tll-airo uj r.iHtlf.!l r.iio* ••;( !'.• M.ii.- 

of Xis-. \oii,, j, aos, w, e, r. 
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as the balance fully clue to him from the State. When this Bill was 
before the Senate I made a Speech that was very extensively pub¬ 
lished and was entirely satisfactory to the friends of the Vice Presi¬ 
dent.^ Gideon Granger, the Post Master General under Mr. Madi¬ 
son, who had been elected to the Senate from the Westem District, 
was exjDected to reply, but did not do so, nor was any answer made, 
and the Bill passed the Senate by a vote of two to one. To prevent 
the influence of his silence, it was said and published that Mr. 
Granger had temporarily lost his voice by a severe cold; which \vas 
partially true, but from the sympathy of which he gave unmistak¬ 
able signs, whilst listening with respectful and undivided attention 
to the recital of Tompkins’ services, persecutions and sufferings, I 
inferred a better reason for his disinclination to speak against him, 
and gave him credit for bis forbearance. Mr. Lot, a Member from 
Long Island, and an ardent fiuend, wms so far moved by the same 
cause that he wmpt like a child and was obliged to leave the chamber. 

The Vice President arrived at Albany from Washington about 
this time, and w^'as received by our friends with wild enthusiasm. A 
meeting^ composed of the Democratic members of the Legislature, 
and citizens in great numbers and from all parts of the State, and 
over which I presided, was, a short time afterwards, held at the Capi¬ 
tol, by which Tompkins wms nominated as a Candidate for Governor 
with great unanimity and enthusiasm.® After an unusually animated 
contest in which each party exerted itself to the utmost, Mr. Clinton 
was re-elected by a small majority, but neither of the results I pro¬ 
posed' to Gen. German occurred: w^e did not turn the Governor out, 
nor did he put us down. Although we lost our Governor we chose 
a Legislature by which I was appointed a Senator in Congress, and 
which turned McIntyre out of the office of Comptroller, in which 
he had worked so hard against us- 

Several other stirring events transpired at the session of 1820. Mr. 
Clinton called the attention of the Legislature, in his speech, to the 
Missouri Question, and recommended action upon that subject. I 
was not favourable to his recommendation, but unwilling to give 
him the advantage of wielding so powerful an influence against us 
as it would have proved to be, if we had opposed it. Incessant at¬ 
tempts were made by his friends to place me in that attitude. Per¬ 
mission was asked, and given, to use my name in a notice signed by 

^ Speecli in tlie Senate of New Pork, on tlie Act. to carry into effect the Act of IStli 
April, 1819, for the settlement of the late Governor’s accounts. Albany, 1820.—W. C. F. 

- Feb. 22, 1820. In an account of the meeting-, written by John A. King to Rufus King, 
he said: “ A well written address and Resolutions were then submitted by Mr. Van 
Buren, the chairman tO' the meeting, and were adopted with long and repeated cheering."— 
W- C. F. 

®The question of Tompkins’ accounts remained open until after the election, and un¬ 
doubtedly played some part in defeating him. In November. 1820, a measure was intro¬ 
duced, and passed Avithout opposition, ending the controversy hy enabling the accounts 
to be balanced.—W. C. F. 



y "i 




I 


Hi 


100 


AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 


the most respectable citizens of Albany, of all parties, calling a meet¬ 
ing to take the sense of the People on the subject. I was necessarily 
absent, on a foreign circuit, when the meeting was held, and refused 
my assent to their x^roceedings when they were presented to me, be¬ 
cause they bore on their face the stamp of political and partisan 
designs. A letter was written to me by the gentleman who obtained 
liemiission to use niy name, evidently intended for publication but it 
was deemed inexpedient to x)ublish my answer when they received it,^ 
When the Resolution was acted uioon in the Senate there was neither 
debate nor a call of the Ayes and Roes; and it was silently passed. 
I was in my seat and would have voted for it if a formal vote had been 
taken and I always afterwards therefore admitted my share of re- 
sx)onsibility for its passage. It may be said that in overlooking the 
bearings of the question ux)on the hax)X)iness of the Peox)le for whom. 
Congress were acting, and allowing myself to be influenced by a 
desire to iirevcnt the Governor from making ]Dolitical cai^ital out of 
his recommendation, I ] 3 laced myself on the same footing with him. 
As to motives I can only say that I state mine truly; that I acted on 
the defensive, and that I had no hand in bringing the matter forward. 

The re-election of Mr. Rufus King to the United States Senate 
Avas another feature of this session that excited much feeling and 
not a little surprise from the circumstance that it was unanimously 
made by men, most of whom ox)posed him at the preceding session. 
An aj^pointment had been attempted then and failed because of the 
three candidates brought forward respectively by the Clintonians, 
Rej)iiblicans and Federalists neither could obtain a majority of the 
whole vote, necessary to obtain a majority in either House; the 
strength of the Democrats and Clintonians being nearly equal, and 
divided between Col. Young and John C. Spencer.^ 

In the recess I became, I believe for the first time, acquainted 
personally with Mr. King, and from my connection with the defense 
of Vice President Tompkins, in which the subject was noticed, be¬ 
came also better informed of his x)atriotic course in support of the 
War after the capture of Washington, and his urgent apjieal to the 
Vice President, then Governor, to assume every responsibility and 
to trust for indemnity to the justice of his Country. Influenced by 

’■Henry P. Jones, Jan. 19, 1S20, to Van Buren and draft of Van Buren’s answer, Jan. 
21, are in the Van Buren Papers. 

-The throe, candidates proposed wore John C. Spencer by the Clintonians, Samuel 
Young, by the republicans or “ Bucktails ” and Rufus King, by the federalitsts. “ In the 
assembly Mr. Spencer received fifty four votes, Mr. Young forty four, and Mr. King 
thirty four. Some of the members, who, on the resolution, voted for Col. Young, when 
the resolution was lost, voted for Mr. King. The whole number of republican votes, In 
both houses, for Col. Young, wore fifty seven, while those given to Mr. Spencer were 
sixty four; showing evidently, at that time, a republican majority in the legislature in 
favor of Mr. Clinton ; but the preponderance of talent was decidedly with the Bucktails.” 
Hammond, History of Political Parties in the State of New York, I, 486. The details of 
the proceedings are told in John A. King to Rufus King, February 2, 1819. Life and 
Correspondence of Rufus King, VI, 202.—W. C. F. 



Mu'so ronsuleraiions, tuul doubt lass stiiiudalad l)y :i dosiro to obtain 
for 'Toiupkius tha votas uiul s\i]))K)rl of lliat sad ion of Ilia, fada.ralists 

aullc'd '■'tlu' bi^Lcb-inindad’’.tlu'ii supposad to b(‘ (}uita. iulluantial— 

I rasolvad, bafon^ Ilia maatiii^ of tlu'. La.o-islatura, to su])i)ort bis 
ra-('Iaation. 'I'o this and, I praparad, nndar tba prassura of luy 
iiumarous oflu'r a^’oaations, a Pampldcd. in bis favor, wliiab I siib- 
luittad to till', (‘xamination of I\Ir. 'W'illiain L. Mara.y, by wboin it was 
iniialv iuiprov.ad,'from whicii airaumstanac' dndga Jiaininoud, in soma 
da^i'aa aorraatly dasaribas it. as our joint, prodmdion. Tlia painpblat 
was Si'iit to tlu‘ iMainlH'rs bafora tliay hd’l. bonia, and bad, it was 
baliavad, aonsidt'rabla allaat. upon tiu‘ir <)))iuions. . It was si^nad 
‘bV Menubar of tlia Le'^islat lira-but <;'(Miarally undarstood, and not 
(k'uiad, to aoiua from ma. W'itli ilia ('MH'plion of a law nKUuIx'rs of 
tha ihdc'^atiou from tlu', <'ity of Nav' I'ork, who luwiu- forj(*;ava my 
rafusal to iinili' in an advarsi*. nomination to Mr, CMinton, tba- vot(‘ 
of tlu' L(‘jL!;islalura was unanimous in favor of Mr. Ivinjj;’s ra-aladion. 

Xo oiu' siipposatl for a momant tiiat. Mr. (dint,on and bis friands 
ware' otiiarwisc! than hosiila, to llu' maasuri', but it was wcdl undi'.r- 
stood that tbay rotiul foi’ it for tlu' sama rc'ason ^vhiab tluy ahariL^ad 
iiilliianaad us; that, of ^’atliarin^- strant^tli for tlue (bibarnatorial 
alaation. d'ha, part- I took in tlia alFair was a, st.i*ri‘olypc'd abarjj^'a 
ivicuinst lua foi’ tha nmiaindar of my politiaal aaraar, brou^iit forward 
by diflai'aut. pai’tias and faatlons in turn as tlu'. shiftiu;L>: pbasas of 
party politics made' it thidr aiu'. to lay bold of tha subji'd. d'luit 
^moii naturad imt. most uusaimimlous politiaian, Major Noali, them 
tha ICdilor of tha National Advocate', ajiiilienl for anel obtained a 
aontieh'niial emnuunuiaatiou of my vie'Ws on the' siibji'ct- as uaat'ssary 
to tlu^ projiar dise-bai’i^a of bis editorial diit-ie's. Wdu'ii he be'came'., 
in tlm })ro‘j!;rasH of tinm, e)p))osa.et to me, ha furnishi'd to my enemie's 
for puliliaat.iem extracts from my h'tier, sbamafully ^>-arbIe'.e'l, but 
avail in that slate, liarmk'ss. In JHIO, when lie fe'It rather frienelly 
apfain, he, to my amuse'iiianl, olfere'd the le'.ltt'i* f.o a j)o]il,ie*al frie'ud to 
save bimse'lf from the importunities of the Whi^^ Clommittee of Kieb- 
moml, who be said ware anxious to obtain it, lia.viu'i,- e'.videiitly foi*- 
gotten the roguish use be bael liimseli', years before, made', of its 
contentad 

U'ttcr Ik lU'lnl^'d on a- 1*''''^ oC Aululiiiij.iiipli.v. 'riu- iiiUDj-i-iiph dnifl, Ih in Hio 
\'(in Itiin-n I’Jiai-fH. Kltix arnct-riilly nnli-tl lii.'i !iidi.!ili'iliii..'.;i in lUiri'n, In Ihc! 

rcillowhif!; i‘xO'M<'l 111 ’ ;i li'lli.r fn .Inlni A. Klnr.. .liniiiMr.v M, I.S'.:u: “'rhe imrl IhIci-ii liy 
Mr. \'nii I’.iiri.n linn liidcnl Iirrii inni.t illirrni, iind nn I cuili.i'ivr n( Uir risk (if im]inlr- 
lua lilH IiIkIi HtniidliiK iiiid iiiMiirncr niiKiio',' IiIh inillllcn! rrli'inlH ; do tiol fiiil Ui('r('ri)f(> to 
liifnrni Itliii llinl t ciui never in' liii.eunilile ni' liln aeneroHlI.v nnd tlinl iio (irenulmi enn ar¬ 
rive, time 1 Hlinil !Hit he rc'udy to proxe Ui him Ilie iiel'Hoiml re.^iiei.f & (‘Htrcili wUU 
wlileli 111' liuH Iiisidi'i'd me." 'I'wo nioiiUiii inier (IMiifeli iSl lii* wrtile : ‘‘To tlir VIro 
rri'Nldc'iil I am iiol a llllli' Iiidi'hled I’or Ilie laiiipiirl wllhoiil wlileh .’Ur, ClhiUm and hla' 
fi'tli'rnl frleiiilH wimld liuve mierei'ded In di'KfudliiK an'- 'I'n V’an Uun'u morn rHpecIally 
am I moHl parlleiihirty ohilpi'd : who.se viewa nod iirlnrlplen, an I'ur iin I liavi* uuder.’doiid 
tlu'ui, dcHcrvi! my In'arly apiiruliaUim." \V. i’. 1'’. 





Al'ss, iinscnv, on nicir rircnus; ^ uiuu’t'nor noiii, aiui aiu 

Spi'iu'i'i' ^von‘ known io bn asiininsl llu' IVill, and ilu' vo(i'. of din 
W'ooilwoi’di, who had bi'ini ri'cniiily noininali'd by (hiMnaior Clini 
wan conlidcnlly {•oiinfcd on io save*, llu' laKin’ rnoin (Itn iiccnssily 
ilu' caslino voln. d'o ihn sui'pi'isi' oT nviny oni', and Ihn 
dii^nalion id’ thn (Miidonians, ho voioil wilh diid^o. ^'atos, and I 
pfodnood (ho iio." A law w'as jiassod oarly iu tho whdor soss 
io .‘•atbniil. iho ijitoslion of ( onvonlion or No ('onvonlion to (ho I 
plo in (in* sprin**’, who dooidod in favor of holding; if by a niajoi 
of sovindy Ihousand. 

" MS. 1 , I., i:;:.. 

’ tn llu* i-r IMT IS o^dcii Ivh\ of Ni'W Yiirli, Ix'uiifiht ii Mil inli 

((::•.|■llllllv I'uf Cflilhli: l> Hlilli' CKlH ritl [till (n f.ili;:l(l('r .siicll |UtrlH of Uti' 11 It 11( 

I'l-hUi-ii (ii (t)i‘ uiiiini!i(iiii-ii( I't’ iiilli'i"! Tlif (liijiM'l \v;iM 111 niili.'aKun* Cur the (■•ittiti 

itti’iii MiDii' iiiiii-r i)ii‘il)ini 111’ ii!),tniiiilu:': (i(!lci'r'i. Uiinniiisiul luivlr.fil i linn 
miiiiit (111* HUj'.r.'riilull niid I’uind*' wllli 11 lui mU>‘1'm1!iiii and tsliaialnn id’ llu* rlr 
(iHiTnua’. "Ml lacu bad ln'riiint* dbir.iadi'd ivlili llir aiiindiit lar; jiuu cr. under (li 
eiiiMllliit luu, lunl Ml HitlverMil u as Ihe (ijiiiilnu Ibal ii cluniae "iir.lil In be niiide. 

! ViiiM fiutlMlled tbiU the iiiiinili uC ii|ijiidiiOiieul euuld imi iiiueb li>ia;er Curia a 
ciC iiiir ciiveriiiiii'tiliil lufieliiuer.i. 'I'he rlabl “C Mill'riiae, nm, wna nnti'e re.-drlid 
thia iSInie (bun lii (in,\' idiier nC (lie luiflberii ur iiiiddie SlaleM ; iitid I u’lia an 
dial iiublie iiidiilan. In a Stale an ld;;bly demuernlle, wniild tad iiineli b'njvT e 
llie re'drletiiiu'■ 11 hiiiuinnid, 1 , IMo, Althuucli I'Hulnii euntrnlled niie braiieU i 
IcKlalalnri* and euuld lm\e dheeied ibe lunr.'.e nC tin* iiae.''itbin In* reCiii.eil (a auiai 
prei.ninabiy on (be r.iound that Ilie I'l'ojtet laid urbilnnied In the oiiinnillbiii. Md’ 
bill wan rejiu'ted. 

'rile iib-a Ilf a convention ’.oi" not abandoned by Itio.e (i|i|iiiHeil lo I'llntmi, iii 
I'e elect ion In I.S',;n jii'iiditci d (Ice nece iiiry luianlnill.v. I.iical nicellnnn were he 
Mieulhc; a eonveiitlon, and (he democrut;;, *'iierceivbut llcnl Che uniy anre inean." . 
ttuK rid of t'llnton Mini ii.v chaariliin: fionie o(‘ die atediod’i oi’ j'.overnineat, "availed 
t.eheii, with bi'enl hUlll and adrollne.'i, oC die iiroiieiedly of (he laojile for an 
allun of dir conadlntlon to ellVct dint ulijecl." It waa to he a eon\ea(biu wl 
renirlc(cd power”, not coaiiiied only In die machinery of iippoludiieatH. clliiti 
now in lavnr of the plmi, and ab.lieil the ijne.'.tlon id’ caltUn; a conveiiilon to i 
lidded to die people; hill (lie deaiocriil. Were la a inajorlly in bolh loiiiMe.»i 
I.e.yhdulnre, and im ued a taea.-.iire prinldltiK for a emivealImi, (he reauKa at 
Weie (o he nuhialded lo the (leoliie I'l r loullrnaidon nr rejeidtoli. 'I'lie t'ltii 
feared that It wa i do* purpo.e ni (ho.ie lavnrini.': a cutiveiiUoii of unllailted pnv 
nhiitlsli the espniu ' jurllciar,\ u.i dein, and Uitfodnee a new mie tml eiiiilahtln!; di 
eld Jndne:! uud ehaneellor. vi ho had ereiiled n prejiidiee hy dodr pntlltcai ae 
dididiin eoiiiiileiii e ill ilteir idiUliy to manar.e (he ennveiidoa after (heir own 
(hey yielded and jolmd In lavorinn Ihe ninveinent. The hill wiiH diriiwn oii( 
('ollUi'il of Ue\l .loi(, (11 related hi \‘an Ituretl. To nVercoinc die lippo-ildoli 
I'lpliaeil i-ollie badlli 1 I’l del’IlU.ulM Jtfopn.seli (n hll\e (lie t'oinieil of Appolllitll 
peliii dii'ei' .iddidoiml jod'V 1 , and If e‘.porietiee Hhoidd Hliiay dare were (hen to 
Jiiit,:e.. a eoin. iidon mbdu he caibd to modif.i Ihe jndlet.iry dejmrilaeni so as 
.••ire an iiapi'lbleal 1 rlbunal.’’ Rufus Kin;; ni'ired io nlve ids Mippori io tlihi 
doll, and it wa-i la-ver l‘l•rlonld,v dlseassed. W. O, !•'. 

•*Tlii* Willie nlory, with other deinlbi, 1m told l.y Ituumioiid, IdHtary of I'nildeal 
in till* Htate of New Ynrlt, 1, hiri. W', C. ]•'. 
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'rin'Si' siH‘uu‘(l to uvorllirow tlu'. po[)iilar’ity ot tlio 

( ua-orttor. a 1 \ yJoally >lial<(Mi, and iuiliuaal liis IVicnds to aclviso 
liini to ivliri' to i>ri\al(‘ lilV at- tha caul oT his Icnaii, as lio decickul 
to do. 1 iu“ A.-.(‘itil;ly :dso cliosc' at tiu' l*h\tra-sc‘ssi(Hi a ivcnv C’ouiu'.il 
of Appoiniiiu'Hl of whic'li Skinn<*r, Hownc, and Evans wero, mom- 
lic’fs.‘ I'Aans caiiu' io All>any, an honast, and iidc'Hiyc'nt, yoitny; nia.n 
IVoni (hr \\'(‘si<'iai t)istrtcl. as a ('lint.oiiian, hut being disgust,t*,d with 
Itis A'-sofiaias in Iht' Li'gislalurc*, lic^ sought, nu^ out, in one of our 
('au^•^^c‘^^ ha fora they sapai'atad iVoin us and when their leaders were, 
fining, agaiii-h oiir op[)osition, (o obtain an adjonnuiieiit,, and told 
ina that ha had lo.-4. all aoiilidanaa. in th:' man witli wlunn hc' wa,s 
acting, and askad nta, to aonsiaii to an adjoiirninaut, wliiali I alu'.c'r- 
fidly did. from uhii-li lima to llu' and of his Tda ha was niy fast and 
:;cti\i' rinainl politiaaily and personal!v. 

*'I'hl'i i li-fUiiji \iiiM lii'iii 'll! N’dvi'iiiIh'I' .S, IS'JK. 'I'h(> I'nll Cl,Mill'll w!i,4 Wiillcr ninviic 
iif the ;i'Ulh, j'ii ill Irhl, .li lui T, Miicrc, nl’ Ihc iiihlitlc, Kii/'cf SKliincr id’ llic c;i.sicni, 
lUiit lunhl I,. ll\;iii. . tl' (he v» l■.•.lc^ll. 'I'lic ('liiiiiiii I'lmtliilalcM ^^'cl•l> 'I'lnvtisidiil, lliisH, 
r’l'itlliliir.liiUfi -nul n.M (i,\\. ,siJiii'cr u;is ;il thi.'i limi' t'tillcd StalcN .liiilac nC Ihc 
iiid'llici'n lie,(rid id' S'w \u('l>, ii.; \\,-ll iiti .'i (iidHhid' ni' the Sliilc ScnnCc.--W. h\ 
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(irs(; ([lU'st-ion (liat prcsriUiHl Ksalf ai. (lu‘ (‘iisniiio- wiiitci- session 
was (liat of lining the vaeaney in (he olliee of Uuiteal Hlaies Seua- 
ior, occasioned by the expiration of i^Ir. Sanford’s term. Oiir 
■friends eaine (o Albany in tlie. oi)inion tha(. (he (hne had arriveil 
when my services oii^ht (o be Ij'anslei'rc'd (o tlu' lo'dc'ral ‘!,'overninent;. 
Mi\ Sanford I'cceived a few votes in ('aliens, but. on the. appointment 
every democratic member voted for me, while he received (he voles 
of (he ('lintoniaiis. 1 had neidua* solicili'd (lu*. pla<‘e iio]* (aken a, 
sin^'Ie s{i‘.p (o promote my I'leelioii, bii(. was i>'ra(.ili('d by (lu'. distinc- 
(iom My old professional opjiommt, Mlislia Williams, (hen in (he 
Le^’islalure, olTm'i'd to sn[)por(. me. in I'eliirn for my having- once, siis- 
(aint'd him Ujuainsl, one, of my [jolilical friends, in a ma((er by which 
the forlune of his family was made; I (olil liiin iha(. he was mis- 
(aken in supposing' (hat In' was imdei* any ohlijitaiion to me, as I had 
only doin’: in (hal. case', wind. I l.hoUiL^lit was ri,uh(. Imt (ha|. 1 v’as 
pleasc'd willi his sense, of (lu’ aci, and had, ceiiainly no objeclions (o 
his ('asintj; his mind l>y returning’ (he. snpposed favor, which would 
bi‘ lu'Ker done, by I’olinit with his federal friends for Mr, Sanford. 
This amused him. v(‘ry much and induced him (o say in (he, House, in 
his own way, dial. he. (hontdd. ! was (he (i((es(. man for Senator, but as 
he. was (In’, ^'el•y incarnat.ion of old h'cdcM'alisni, 1 would not Ud him 
vote' forme, and lu' (In'i’id’ore. voted bu' Sanford.' 

In April souk’, forty e’cntlemen, of the federal party, most 

of (.hem youn^ num <d’ (aient and all oeenpyiny respe<dahl(« positions 
in soi'ie.ty, cami’ <nit with an Addre.ss in which I1 h‘ 3^ insisled that no 
“ hi^lnminded federalist" would support. (Tmton. d'he use of this 
expression obtained for (hem (he diayirnation of‘Mhe lii^h-mimled ” 
in the. political nomenclature of (he. linu’s, while, (heir denionst rat ion 
a^minsl. tlu’ (fovinmor si’cnred for (hem from his frimnls (he h’ss 
llatteriu^ .Hofir/tjUif of “(he forty thieves.’’" ,lolm Duer was (heir 

ablest, man, but. his Federali: m veas so tlecply dyetl as to lundralize. 

* 'riit* (’UiiciiH f(ir thi' piirp'iH*' ‘‘f auinliij': a I'nmlMiitc fur tlic riilh-d Slnlcn Sriiati' wiSi 
held cm rctininry 1, isai. Simfurd wn.s ucmdimlc.d Sy Mr. Utimiilin*. ciC N'ew Vorl?, (nid 
Afr. nidi’cd, <if Olm*;:*’. hi’ciiiKlit feerward Die* jiatni* -if Vaii liciii.h, Xu c-liui’K'"* tif iiralcri 
(if duly or wiiiil of loyulty (o (lie iicirly (vcri- ni.'idc :ircii»i,.,( .s.-itifiird. imd, II wji.s iinrol, 
tlinl (o Hid Idiii !(Nidi. wIUkkiI wciiild In- ciiidralc'iU (n h itf i.|.ii.*.!ir(., ri.iil Ids 

IHiUilrfil UHcfiiliicHH, iiiid dcHlroy IiIm iiidiUoMi rluirai.ltr in lio' imidic i.iitliiuitluii. HIm 

KriHil !uio\%'lrdK‘‘ intd o.vi'orli'iirc lu |.(iiiiiiii‘ri’liii iiilulrH iit.ciillari'.y tilli.d 1dm to rriiri- 
Hi-ul (lir Stale* hi till* Sciiutr. I'ol. Youiia noh'd a;; Van Um'i-it’a advoi.ah., Mayliia Ihal 
%%’nh Uiifu.’i Kina III (hi* Si-imlr (in* i.imiiiuTcia! iimth'ro \o.uld Imvi- jii'oiirr iilti.uthm. 
and im ii hiillol Van liurrii rorrivnl .'i.S voii.,H nj.r;nH;d Cl fur Id.i opiiimrui. A roaolisiltm 
wall iuiniiti.d i‘Si>t‘i*nHivu of till* roiilldi.tu'e. Ilf till* ui'i-niir 111 .Saiifnrd, mi halm In Ida 
wiiimdi'd frrliiiaa.--.VV. I'\ 

2A lint Ilf till* forty wlm Hifainl Itu* addiri'a of Aitrii I t, I.S'Ju, will in* found In Ham- 
Bioacl, IliKlory ol rulitlcal I’tirUea lu the* SUiti* uf New York, I, —W. C. F. 
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all hi- I'lli'i'ls t(i !»rrnnif a <lt*ini>cr:it. I'lu' suns of Kirfus Kino; ■wore 
pruniiofut nirioliiT . 'rhe wliolt* iiiiiiilu'i- liuhn'd Mr. Kiiijv’s 
Iricml . anil hi - ailv':in«'riiu‘iii. was flu' ohjen*!. u<*:n’c*sl tiuhr 
h('ar( '. I hfii' opijosiiidu (u Mr. ( Titiion, to wlu)m tliry allowtul no 
crcilil l<>r tin* siipjuirt his tririids had yiven to Mr. Khi,a,’, was cor¬ 
dially ri-ciprocatrd. 'roiapkins was not. (o their taste as a caiididalc 
fin- (ho criior, hut when his nomination was dec-ided on (la^y supported 
him u ith '/eal an<l iididity. 

Idea e,i oith t!i(‘ir oelaty and with the spirited uranner in wldudi 
(hey ;.ur.!aiuetl (heir pn.atioiu i hee:mu« mori' intinude. with thein than 
wa - (he ea e with any oilier prominent democrat, and fonmal sineei'e. 
attaehuieii! , (u everal of (hidr nimiher. ()nr fi'iimdly ndalioiis we.ro 
.• I reap! le-ned h;. I he early .‘land 1 look in favor <d' Mr. Kini^, and 
their eonvi iion that he wa.s prineipnlly indehled for his idi'clion to 
that eireniu tanee, a . they well knew that (he friimds of I\Ir. (Million 
would not othc'rwi:«.e ha\e .supported hliu. My partiality for l.luan 
produi-ed heart htiminp ; <in tin* part of many democratie yoiine; men. 
which, in renaril to .‘ouu*, were never enl indy removed, h'e.dei'a lists 
from their birth, and of (he <ddi' I and :-.(rieles( sect, (hey eoold nol. 
make nmeh Impi't" ion liy (lunr ell'ori - upon (he d(Muoera(ie. ranks, 
and failiuj*' (o draw after them those froiii whom they had separatt'd, 
their - neee . wa not eijnal to (iielr expi'ctaiions, lU'itln'r were, (.hey 
tnaded hy our partv with the eoiisideralion wideh they (houe'ht (law 
deserved. Itesenliutmt . ('memdered on (he llr.-i monieiils of separa- 
(ion between pidilleal .oeinte.-; are ahvay.s nece-i-ible (o (hi' mollify¬ 
ing inllueuee . of former yinpatliie imt entirely e.\l inyni, beil, ami 
(be naadleetion <tf eonniion rtnumie ami triiimpb.s in the. old cause 
pa\(‘s (be wav for re union. ‘I'be •(> are nmre eHieieiit when tin' eansev 
is otu' in wbieb they or (heir aiiee.-tor.; baV(‘ aecpilred distinelion. 
M<e.l of (be e nentb-num bad from early maiibood eiijovs'd bip’b and 
intlmmtinl portion in what wa;: ealleil yood society, and the sup- 
po.sltiou (b:d (bey expeefed to oeenpy. on (bat. ai'eonnt, y’reat.ei' eoii” 
siibn'ation in (be demoeratie oryani/.ation was not acceptable in (bat 
(piHi'ter. 'riiere wa. a warm lanunirrenee in feidiii'i’ and opinion 
betwanm n-. upon the point that 'brijiialit ns (tmetber ojipo.dition to 
Mr. (’linton iml in rey^ard toother matter;, we wiwe far from enter- 
taininy siniilar view.-s llpon .‘HHoc of the latter we wen' e:ilb‘d to act, 
(iic/efber .'d a period when the ;irdonr of our lir.-t emliraee.s had in 
■njiue cb'O'rei* - iibsitb'd. 'rite lir.' l oee.a.sic/ii of that clesei'ipliou W'as 
pre.senled by the (*«mvenli<m for tlu- lo'Vtsiou of (be Stab* ('on- 
.stitntion, wbieb im*t at .\Ibany in .Xiiyir.l 

'I'lie ('(Unity of Albany, where I redded, beiii,c: then bofude.s.sly 
federal, (be. democrats of (be larcv, ap^rietiltnrni county of Olsvpfo 

’'rill* <finv<*iitliin tifiisiUiKli'il nt AUiiuiy -a, IHill, mill illtl tmt clom; Un m'lmlonti 

till Novtjuibt'r iO,-—W. I'. K. 
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elected me to the Convention without even apprising me of their 
intention. 

The federalists insisted, and generally believed that we main¬ 
tained oiir ascendency in power mainly thro’ the influence of the 
(’onncil of Appointment, and were therefore feverishly anxious for 
its abolition. Convinced by full experience that the possession and 
distribution of patronage did us more harm than good, as a party. 
I early determined to advocate its diffusion to the widest extent 
that should be found practical and consistent with the public in¬ 
terest. When asked by the President of the Convention (Tomp¬ 
kins) on what Committee he should place me, I replied, on that 
“on the appointing power”. Not understanding, or rather mis¬ 
understanding my object, he smiled, but compliecl with my wish. 
The fact that I was placed at the head of that Committee^ strength¬ 
ened the opinions of the federal members and made them quite con¬ 
fident that an effort was to be made to preserve the Council of Ap- 
imintment in a form perhaps changed but of unabated efficiency. 
The President gave me an excellent Committee, embracing how¬ 
ever, but under proper control, some of the most violent denouncers 
of the Convention. Among these was Judge Ogden Edwards, of 
the New York delegation, an honest, capable and well-meaning 
man, but always overflowing with political prejudices. His dis- 
jDosition in this respect was vouched for by his own father, as re¬ 
lated to me by m,y friend, lioger Skinner, who, on his return fi-om 
a visit to Connecticut, his native state, told me that he had met the 
celebrated Pierpoint Edwards, the father of Ogden, and that he 
had added to the usual enquiries about his son the question whether 
“he had got through damning De Witt Clinton yet?” 

I rather mischievously delayed calling my Committee together 
until the suspicions I have referred to had time to mature. When we 
were assembled I proposed to call on each member for his general 
opinions upon the subject committed to us. Mr. Edwards imme¬ 
diately suggested that the Chairman should give his views first. This 
1 declined to do', on the ground that such a course would be contrary 
to parliamentary usage, according to which the Chairman is regarded 
as a mediator, and, to some extent, an umpire between the conflicting 
opinions of the Committee. 

The process I proposed was then entered upon, and when finished 
I deferred giving my own views until the next meeting. At that 
meeting I submitted my propojsitions which were in substance. 

1st To abolish €lie existing Council of Appointment without sub¬ 
stituting any similar institution in its place; 

1 The full committee contained Martin Van Buren,-Birdseye, - Collins, 

Jusse Buel, - CMld, Ogden Edwards, and - Illiiuolander.—W. C. F. 


'Jusi To fur th«' nf :ili iiiililaiT oilic('i’s by tho {'lioicfi 

nf ('liiajiaiU'- . IvcL'Uat-ut .lUil Ib'U'aili's; 

";:ii T.i I'hi* tlif uninnutiiifut iif hiL’li .Iiulirial Oll’ua'rs (o Iho (Jov- 
(Tlinr a lit I Srti.it c, aiti I 

Ifh Til iur (he rhititH* uf all ullu'i’ nHiia*rs, sa^■t' only Jiis- 

lii’f <4' thr 1’t‘ai'i*. !ty tbi- iN'opK*. citlu'r thniiiyii appoini iihmiI by tbi', 
lafun*. tliml rKni ion. *rbr «)u:'.lb‘i‘r. ul’Ihc i’i'a(‘i',as»Iit(li- 

i*ial f Hb«aT' , uuplit uu{, I ait{, bo rb'i'lciljuit lo liriii}.!; {lu'in as lu'iir 
pi Iho Pfoplo a . po iblo aial a\oi(i tbo objta'lions P) llu'ir cloniion, T 
propn otl that Iwu li t. Iinuitl bt* ininio in oai'b conniy, oiu^ by (.In’! 
Iioar*! I'f Snpoi\i,itr 0”^ bo wcrr (lioui-clvor. ob'olotl by Mu' Po()[»l(' 
in ‘‘aoli touip anil tbo ollior liy ibt' ounniy ctnirt. Jndf^os; wlnninvar 
{ho- 1 " tun li 1 . aifronl tbo olioioo slunibl bt* ctuuplt'lt*, and \viu*nnv('r 
ihov dillorod tbo titAoriinr bnnld j-.oloot Ibo f!nstiot‘-i IVoin Ibt'in. 

'Fbo joalnii nioinboi-. of I bo ('tniiiidf iot‘ wort* no! oid\'di.s.appoinl.i'd, 
bn! • oj.o- of tboiii lonPaindod by JoV pro]nisilIons. 'Pboy wt>n(; so 
far ijoyiuol tlioir o\])oof at ion.s, in di‘.f ribtil in<^ I la* pal ronajiit'. of tbo 
(»o\ ot nniont, nini in rojuo\ inn' tin* ymnod < upon \\ liiob 1 lio.y (‘XpoolotI 
tho battlo in ronar.i to iho .appoinliny' powin- (o be. i’<)n<jcbp as to 
draw from .'.omo Iho oharyo of j-adioali lu. 'I’la* (int'slion in ooyard 
to dn fioi-. of thf I’oaoo v\a*. iho only ronoaininy; p!»int on wiiiob 
apoooho . tliaf li.id In-on propurt'd, in t‘\poo(alion of a dilfon'iil ft'porb, 
oould iio diroof.-d. M\ roi-tunuiondaliono wt'i'o snii.slanlialiy atloi)i,i'd 
b) tho t’nmiuiitoo, but fbo porfioii td’ ibt'tn ndfdiny lo Hit* oboion. of 
du .tioo. \\n . violoiitiy a -ailod in 1 in*. (’onvi'iiliou by llu*. fotliU’al nioin- 
boi and al o bv tbo “hi'*b ndndod " pciilli'inon. I niidod Irankly 
ibt* ptdnoiplo upon odiioh iba! purl of niv ropoi-i wa*'. loiindod, ai\<l 
(h:d I onn.idoj*-d it. a fair ..iibjool. for dilloronoo:'. <d’ opinion. Tho 
(|nt‘.tionn v.oro whoflaT tho piril of ibo fido, (o whiob t'vory body 
thou a onlod, that tho hiphiT rlndioiai < JlHia-r . (myht iiol io ho ido<*lod 
.shonbl bo ro pociod in providint*' foi‘ tho ohoioo td dtir-.lioos (d the* 
PoHoo; and, if wbothor tho nuali'. proposod !)y (ho (’oiiiiuil.loo for 
tiadr M'lootion \\a • iho 

.Mr. Pnfu. Kiny atlaoki'd iho proposition with ^p'oat oariu'slnoss, 
and .“.ojtrooly oonoosdoil uoriinony. Af(i*r onniaoralint^ a low ohjoo." 
lion, lo it prao.tioal oporulion, lio io«ik up Iho. snhjooi, <d' lla,*. old 
(Miuioil of .\ppoinlnH*nt, and tloijoiuiood it a.i a tnaolilno lhai had in 
lina*. pu i boon u.'.od and uimsod bt nnuiopidi/o oontral powor. Al- 
lliouoh hi.s roin.'irk . uoro ia)l tlii'oolly ainiod at na* nr'.d. my iriotids, 
Ibor won*, I (hotly111, nflirionlly sn-.o(‘j)lililo. of that <'onslrm-.tion in 
ro([uiro no! ioo fri an mo. 

I ivpliod at oon idorahio loupdh and wilh :omo uarmlli iuul in 
flu* oour .o (d* n»v roiuark ■ aUitdoil dolioaloly hill intolliy^ibly i.o Oii<’ 
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of the uses that had been made of what he denounced as the Central 
Power of which he had not complained. This affair caused a re¬ 
serve in our personal intercourse which continued for some tune, and 
until the period arrived when our franking' privilege as United States 
Senators commenced. He then came to my seat and announced the 
fact to me as a matter'that might have escaped my notice, and at the 
same time pressed me to dine with him. 

After dinner he proposed a walk, and in the course of it spoke 
feelingly of the collisions which political life almost unavoidably 
produced between the best of friends, and the inquietude growing 
out of them, and said that the best remedy he had discovered was to 
forget and forgive—to sleep upon the matter, and rising in the morn¬ 
ing to wash, shave, put on fresh linen, and think no more of it. Un¬ 
derstanding the object of these suggestions, I also came to the con¬ 
clusion to dismiss the subject from my thoughts, and our personal re¬ 
lations resumed their previous footing. 

Some time afterwards, and during the session of the Convention, 
an editorial article appeared in the Argus remarking upon this and 
other differences of opinion between this section and the great body 
of our party—admitting that to some extent they had been antici¬ 
pated as likely to occur in the course of time, but saying that it was 
not expected that they would present themselves so soon. Wlien I 
came into the Convention, John Duer, in a courteous and not un¬ 
friendly manner, repeated to me the closing words —’‘’‘not so soon ^^— 
wTh signiheant emphasis. This led to a farther conversation in 
which I admitted that the article spoke my sentiments. We dined 
together at his brother’s lodgings with a few mutual friends, and 
had an animated conversation upon points in regard to which we 
entertained diverse views, in the course of which, becoming con¬ 
vinced that there were radical differences in our feelings and opin¬ 
ions which must i^revent us from long acting together, I involuntarily 
struck my hand upon the table with unusual earnestness, when he 
instantly turned to me, and said that is the indication of a grave 
conclusion! May I know what it is, Sir ? ” I laughed at his inter¬ 
pretation and turned the conversation into a different channel. 

These occurrences produced distrust, but no personal hostility, or 
even determination to separate. That was brought to pass by the 
ensuing Presidential election, and the influences it called into action. 
A large majority of the Democrats supported Crawford, the rest 
dividing ux^on Adams and Clay. The “ high-minded ” espoused the 
cause of Mr. Adams zealously, and the feelings produced, or rather 
revived b}^ that contest carried them back into the federal ranks,— 
then called ISlational Republicans—^where the survivors are still 
serving as Wliigs. 
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the Bank of America, to secure the assent of the Council of Kevisiou. 
of which the Judges were then members, to the act of incorporation. 
The fact that the Bank obtained its charter thro’ the most daring aiul 
unscru^julous bribery practiced upon various persons, occupying 
different positions in the public service, is undeniable. The nuiUer 
was investigated with great solemnity by a Committee of the IToiix* 
of Assembly, appointed on the motion of Erastus Boot, upon the 
exhibition of the charge made by the Editors of the New York 
American, Charles King, Johnston Verplanck and James A. Haniii- 
ton, over their own signatures. The Judge appeared before tlu* 
Committee, supported by an imposing array of Counsel, and the 
principal part of the session was occupied Avith the examination.*- 
The Committee finally reported that there was no ground for tlir 
interference of the House, but the public mind did not rcsx)on*i 
favorably to the conclusions of the report. The consciousness of 
this fact preyed upon the Judge’s spirits, and hurried him to n 
premature grave. 

Judge Van Ness Avas by nature the ablest man among his uss<j 
dates in public life. His facilities for early improvement had bcmi 
but limited, and he had no taste for deep study; the brilliant I’cpn 
tation he established as a laAA’-yer and Judge was therefore nmiul> 
founded on the raAv materials Avith AAdiich nature had liberally t*n 
doAA’ed him. His personal figure Avas imposing and his manner 
peculiarly fascinating—so much so that eA-en his enemies comie=i 
his society. He was a member of the Constitutional Convention of 
1821, AAdiich AV£LS the last public station he held. In that body h 
proposition Avas introduced by Gov, Tompkins, and supportcal !•}. 
Erastus Boot and a host of other democrats, to vacate the oflice.s o" 
the Chancellor and Justices of the Supreme Court by the neAv ('(ni 
stitution. Although the Convention had the power to do thi>. it 
had certainly not been expected by the Legislature or the Peoph*. 
such a step avouIcI be talceii. Sincerely desirous to secure the r<'.sj»r* ? 
and sanction of the public for our proceedings and opposed upMj. 
principle to a course so proscriptive, I threAv myself in the 
against the Aveight of my party and opposed the proposition, 'P» 
neutralize the prejudices of friends, and to conciliate moderate 
whilst resisting a measure, the success of which threatened all tli s* 
remained of the former greatness of Judge Van Ness, I deeitic<| 
a fit if not a necessary occasion to allude to our past relations, fi’br 
AAms done in a speech delivered in his presence, from Avhich the f(d 
lowing in an extract: 

Tlie judicial officer who could not be reached in either of those wny.s, inh 
not to be touched. Thoi-e were, therefore, no public reasons for the zix'iihut 

“ MS. I, p. 145i 

1 See rroceedings of the Committee appointed to inquire into the official Coniim e 
W illiaip AV. Van Ness, New York, 1820.—W. C. P. 
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tllicl if not, tllOXi why tiro W6 to nrlnnf ' 1 

teelings If personal feelings could or ouglit to mUuence"us ond”|s/'tl'ie"iu' 

ml.‘l Ml v’rn'Tadoption of tills ann-nd- 

utol. “o tn'em »» dlders viould He excused for 

udul„ui„ tllett. He could ivitt trum say, tUat lie had tln-ougl, his ivliole 

life been assaued from that quarter, tvith hostility, political, protessi, and “d 
pcisoiicil hostility Which had been the most keen, active and unyielding. But. 
sir said he am I on that account, to avail myself of my situation as a repre¬ 
sentative of the people, sent here to make a constitution for them aanl timlr 
posterity, ana to indulge my individual re.sentments in the prostration of mv 
private and political adversary. He hoped it was imnccessarv for inm i.. -.-ly 
lhat he slioulcl forever despise himself if he could be capable'of such cinuu.k.' 
He also hoped that that sentiment wa.s not confined to himself alone, and timr 
the Convention would not ruin its character and credit, by proceeding to sm-h 
extremities.’- 


A sufficient number of my political friends voted vith me to de¬ 
feat the propo.sition. The Chancellor and three of the Judges vere 
members of the Convention. The latter left soon after to hold the 
Term at Utica, and the democratic portion of the Convention, no 
longer irritated by the active intermeddling of Judges Spencer and 
Van Ness in matters supposed to hare partisan tendencies, was los¬ 
ing the memory of my rebellion again.st party discipline and of the 
whole sub] ect; but the return of those gentlemen with renewed ar¬ 
dour to their work of political intrigue caused a new propocrition, 
sufficiently varied in form to evade the parliamentary rule, to be 
promptly introduced by a lay member, and procured for it a vigor¬ 
ous support, I felt that I could now do no more than give :> silent 
vote against the measure. The proposition was adopted, the offices 
of the Judges were vacated, a new Governor was elected before the 
time arrived to fill the vacancies, and neither Spencer nor Van Xess 
were renominated. They both resumed the practice of their profes¬ 
sion, but his misfortunes preying upon Van Ness’ proud spirit his 
health failed, and he went to South Carolina in the hope of re-estab¬ 
lishing it, but there, soon after, died at the house of his connexion, 
Mr. Bay, a highly respectable residoit of Charleston. I was inform¬ 
ed by hlr. Bay, many years afterwards, that, in the closing scenes of 
his life, the Judge spoke often and feelingly of his political and per¬ 
sonal controversies, and that whilst he referred with much .^everify 
to the conduct of some of those with whom he had been in collision, 
he took pains to say that he should die without complaint or bitter¬ 
ness against me, who, altho’ among the most uniform of lus oppo¬ 
nents, had always treated him frankly and fairly. His iinfnendlinesr-. 
throughout his public life did not prevent my sincere sympathy with 
him when he fell, and with his friends in their prai’ers over his 
ashes. 

^Reports of the Ne-sv Yovlt State Convention, ISCl (Carter and Stonei. p. o.io. 
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A tu'w (’(iii-’l i( III inn was ailnplftl hy (In' ('oia'i'itl inn providiiiix for 
iiiiTcmcd arlion on llic pari of (hi> Pcoplt' llit'iii'-i'ha's in (lu* niana”'!*- 
UH'nl. (if pulilif aiVairs, ant! lilii'rali/.iipi; ami t*l('\'a( iiiy,- llit‘ puliliral 
iiwli(nlitm ; nf tlir Slab' in (hr .slamlard rr(|uirt'd by llu' athaiu-rs 
inaiK' liy piililir upininii in (hat. dii'i'i'linn. 

I ha\i‘ uiifii-i'il (Ilf part (ha(. I (nnk in n'^anl In (\V(> (Hifstinns thal 
ufi’i' arffil npnn by tlu' (’tmvi'ntitni bt'causi' (hfy wri’t' inni’f nr h'ss 
cnmplifatfd with ndifr niadt'i'.-. Tn dn a*-; niiich in rffi'i'inifi' (n alb 
wniiid rftiuirf mtirr sparr (ban 1 (bink i( wniihl bf prnpfr (n tli'vnti' 
(t> dif .‘uhjfft’. lifi’f. 'i'hfi’f \va< sfari’fly any tjUfsIinn raii-rtl in (hf 
di, fii .sitin (d’ whifh I did tml parliripaln (n a. .i»;rfalt*r nr h*s-t cxlfiil, 
and dm f tli'fii>-inti,'-^ as well as (lii*. \-n|fs (hid. lnlln\vi'd tlifiu am (n 
bf fniiinl rfpnrtt'tl in (hi' nllifiai prnft'fdin/i;s am! publidu'd afrnniit.s 
nf Ihf ilniiii* ■ Ilf Ibi' <'nnvfnlinn. wiiifb publifatinns, aidin’ nnl iiffin 
lailf (lirnimbniil, art' r-nnififiidy ^t^ fnr all iinpnrtani purpn.si's. 

()n niic pnini ini!\ will I ailil a b'W words of fxplanatinn, bi'faiisf 
i( ha . bffn (he nbjcfl id’innch rt'inark, and nf inufii parti/.an misrcp- 
rt' final inn. 

.\l niif -laj"’<d‘nnr prnfffdinys I was alarnu'd al (hf jL^miind (alcfn 
by a ntirnbcr <d' my [mlilifa! frifiiii; npnn (he (iiu'slinn nf MiHVap', 
'f hf.'ffiiii'd uilbmr In i>ti a| niiff fmm a ya’t'ndy r("-(rif(fil r.iilfra^j’t'. 
(it niif ba\in;"’ but. (bf appcaraiifi' nf rt'sl rift inn, whidi I rnir itlfri'd 
\ cry ha/arihm a • w c!! (n niir iimt i( nl inn - a' I n llii' silfff s nf tlif wnrk 
nf ihf (‘nii\fill inn. 1 prcfft’i’fil In innvt' njinn (his (rnly important, 
point tt'p l»y ; Ifp. atnl In ath anfi* a . Wf >hnuht find niii • I'lvf.s jn.4 ilit'il 
]iy I'Xpfrifiiff. 'I'lif parti/.an pnliry nf aid nfalinn'f\i rfiiif nifa-nin"; 
<d‘ ('fiidm** jinjiidarit \\ trn.-.iinn' that snmt'bntlv t'lsf wnulil pri'Vfiil 
tIlf ir atinpl inii, nr that pfrcliatiff limy iniyiil nn( work as laiilly, if 
ailnptftl. a In} rna nn aiil if i]ia{fi!, ha; iifri'r, I <’an fnnsfifulinii ly 
.■a}, bffii mini*. 1 tbfrfbn’f f.xt'rlni! inv' flf (n mndfratf du* nxlmmt' 
if u <d’ m\ frifud ami, wlifii ni'ff sarw (n oppo-n du'in until (In' 
‘Ulfrarf ua f tabli hfd nn wbal I dft'iiiftl .sa ft' ami rt'ir niiablf 
yrniiml a h'nr thi . ami npnn tin* L^rniiml td’ fxpri''.sinn; ItMi.'-t'lv ami 
iuaffurutfly rfptnit'ti I ua.-: fnr many yt-ars mtirli fcnsiirt'd, but. I 
bi'lifVf, imt injuFfd, bt'fansc thf iN'nplf :aw (hi* sniimbu'ss nf my 
innii\t' f\fU dirn’ tbf distortt'il and fah i' vit'W.; in which, fnr sinir tcr 
pnrpn'.f.;, da* subject WHS prcsi'lltfii (n (hflll. 

'I’lif new ('ntr (it udnti was appriucd ami adnplcd by an ilnnu'n'■^^ 
ma jority nf dm Pfnph*.' dmlp* dn.sfph (Yatf- was flt'fifd (hi\-. 
ernnr. ffialfr it prn\ isinn-;, wifbnui. nppn,':it inn, (Jovi'rnnr ('liidtm 
rflirinn in pi’iwilf li ff. ami I snnn nfti'r intik iny si'ul in Ibf Sfinilt' 
id' dm I nit.-' I ."^tidf . 

S', ..ult If.v.'fi 7a, I’.'a nit>": ill fjiviii' (if tl!i' 1 ’iitnitmil Itii) mill 'lI.-lliT luaUifa 
Hf R luitjMirUy Ilf utn (he i.Mc nf mlniillun. W. i'. !>'. 





CHAPTER IX. 


The transfer from the State to the Federal Service has generally 
en considered as a discharge from responsibility for the manage- 
mt of the affairs of the former, but neither friends nor foes would 
rmit such a result in my case. The first had claims upon my 
atitude and good offices that I was not inclined to disregard, and 
3 latter found or fancied a party benefit in charging me with 
duencing the action of the State Govermnent from Washington 
ro the agency of representatives at home to whom they gave the 
me of the “ Albany Regency.” 

Ihe inconvenience, to say the least of it, of this ubiquitous re- 
onsibility was strilringly and very disagreeably illustrated by 
inging me very early into disfavour with the new Governor whose 
mination I had preferred and aided in effecting. Judge Yates 
•S an honest man, possessed of a good understanding, who always 
igned to do wdiat he thought was right. He warded off too strict 
scrutiny into his mental capacities by a dignified and prudent re- 
*ve—a policy that long practice had made a second nature. He 
d been strongly tempted, by his marriage connections, to depart 
)m the simplicity of life and manners characteristic of his race, 
.s first wife was a Kane, a family which almost without exception 
LS distinguished for the personal beauty of its members, and their 
tural dignity of carriage, and which had made considerable ad- 
nces towards the establishment of a sort of family aristocracy he¬ 
re it gave way under the pressure of adverse circumstances. His 
5ond wife, with whom he acquired a good estate, was a De L#ancey, 
powerful family at the commencement of the revolution, jealousy 
whose superior position at Court was said to have had great in- 
ence in inducing the Li'^ingstons, and other families who figired 
that contest, to espouse the popular side. My acquaintance with 
's. Yates has led me to regard her as a good woman of superior 
ind and sedulous in the performance of duty. I paid the Judge a 
fit at Schenectady at the time when we were preparing to bring 
111 forward as a candidate for Governor, in company with several 
the “high-minded” gentlemen to whom he was very partial, 
hile we were at dinner the conversation was mischievously turned 
one of the guests for his own amusement to a matter in regard to 
licli our host ® and myself had, in past times, stood in opposition 

° MS. I, p. 150. 
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with ii'i'iu'ral Imrst of laii^jchti'r, ami uol. Invvin”; (lu* sli^h((>s( ulaa, 
of iiu'ivilily <ir unrrit'mlliiu'ss, slu> to apprt^lu'iul (hal slu- hail 

mIiowu hofli an apprnliiMisiun (hal. it nnsi- nu‘ nn small I'H’iirl to aHui’n 
from hm* mimi. 'I'iu' rirminislaiuH' slif^hl. as it. was, stn'n”'lhi'iu'd 
my imprrssion (ha( shr was no(. in all rrspcrls wall ailaptril (o tlu’ 
ollma tif yriiartliiiir her hushniid a<j:;ains{ (he* idl’acts of a suspicious 
(cmpcramanl. which had liccn always an ohstaclc (o his advancenuuU. 
and was the principal cause of liis failure in public life. 

()i! n!\ way (o Wa.-.hiuirlon, in (lu' fall preceding: (he dudyfr’s 
assiimpi ion of his ollicial diilics, I remained .some timi' in New York 
wiiiilinp’ up professional coneerib; a( (he Novemher d'erm of (he. 
Supreme Court. .Many of my friends wen* (here in (he prosecutum 
of their profe.'->ional I'n^'amanenis, and .some were doubtless lirouy;h(. 
(here by their foiuhie^-; for political ^‘o.ssip, and by a desire (o take 
lea\e of me. I had not beim lono; in \\bishinji:(on befoi’e 1 learned, 
thro' a -oiiree entith'd (o my conlidenei’, (hat (he (lo\ernoi' elect had 
been told (bat I had :e:.embled my friends in a private ineetiu^.^ at 
.New York, at which we had marked out. a eour.se for the (io\ernor 
to ptu’'lie as the indi:- peiisalije condition of our support, d’here was 
of eotir e not a word of truth in (hi:, story, ami under ordlmuw eir 
ciiiutance. I would ha\e taken no notice of it. Iiu( I knew (In- 
(hnernor' (li po it ion, and that he was surrounded by nuui in whom 
I had little contideiice. who owed nu’ no p)od will and who had 
per onal object whii-h (bey mieht hope to jiromoti* by availiiijy^ 
theui'che.. in thi. form <d’ an infirmity to which they knew him to 
be Mibje»'t. I therefore th'teruiined to addrc,s.s my.self to hitu di- 
I'cetlu ami to make :i .serious effort not only fo di.sabire hi-, mind 
upon the paiiieulnr itoinl, but fo jiiaweiit lhi‘ recurrence of .•dmilar 
misiuidcr.HtandinoN. In tlie proju’iety id’ (bis course, .Mr. Kin^, to 
whom I menliom'd (he .siibjeet, ftdly coneurnal, and I wrote a letter 
to (he (buernor in whieh I reftwred (o (be story I have nienfioned 
n;. a vile fulsebootl, exprt‘ssed my apprehension (bat- other mii-.rep- 
re-4'ntal ions of the same eUarueter would be made by bad men for 
.selii-di purposes, avowed my disinerinution to (lu‘ sli^bfest personal 
inierferenee in affairs which had, with my hearty approbation, been 
eoimnitte.i to hi band , and elosed with what appeared to me a clear 
and .■oiiebi i\e arp'uiuent (o .sluiw (bat 1 eoiihl have no possible inter- 
e ( , that would be benefitled by bis overthrow and an us.suranee tliut 
the first widi of my heart was that, lie might snslain himself sneeess- 



full}- au'l ui hi. it |u,it ihh* jxi.siiiou. With most. nuMi 

thi' uuiiiil hci-n uili>'u-ut, hm a . tn iiim tlu' soil was too ra.vor- 

i!u* i.iiik (ij flit* t'lui 1 i' 111 h*a\()ur(*(I (o iM'atlic'ati' aiul 

(lu> nv'.cr writ* tn>. liiiiiirrou au.l iu(lii‘4rliius to suliuit of nnv 
slirrr tn lii) rtlnrt . lie ha-i Urakrtii‘tl hi-, posit inli hy lus joalousy 
to an r Ktrlil that rliahlfii thr {rirln! of ('ol. VoiUI^ (o noilUlialo tlu* 
hittiT in hi. plats* tiiinur I hr • urrrrtiiur' wiiitiM’. Ii'ritiUc.il hy this 
i,..nh ami ili .iiu nun aimo .i rirr\ hit.lv hr was imhuH'd to (ako an 
ollirial -trp ulsu ii I \uli loUi* oitu- 1011 it) ri'for to luM'caftri’, ami 
uhirit iiitaU} pi" (ratril him a-* a piihlir man. 

I rulrri'tl tlir Sriiah* nl tlir I liitril Stairs in Ut'rriuhm’ I SlI 1, at. 
liir rommrnrritsrnt i.t Mr. Mtunor' srrond Ih'i'sidrntial d’rrm. John 
(laiilar.i, of <oiifh t'.uttluia, wa- thru, as lir had hrrii for many 
yrar , Ihr l irot ' /r. of that hod\. I nrril add nolhinr; (o (hr, 

rhxjUriit dr • I ipfiou piu*n ol hi;, rhararf<'r hy (’ol. Hridon, in his 
'Idiirt) 'll rai \ irw, r\rrpf tUr r\prr .ion of my fiill roiiruriTurri 
in uhat !ia hri-n i> urll aid. I \\a lir t phirial on both the tludi- 
riaiy and hhitam ,• t’luumittri* , ami .’-ooti : iKTri'drii to llir ('hairman- 
. hip id’ liir toruirr, a roiuplimrut to o yoim^ a man, ou his first, 
apprar.iiH'i* m fhr Si-natr, whirh I roidd not fail to apprrrialt'. 

'I'iirir V, .1 at lu! p. rioii a pcrfm-t raha in thr pnhiir mind upon 
politiral iifd'-rt , au«l thr Admint.l rat ion ronriniird the <'oiirs(*. it; 
had pur m d dm ui>' thr prr\ mn ■ irrm. iinliki' any sinri' that, of W'nsh- 
inrton, without an otraid/.rd nppo.ifioii. 'riu* important (pirslions 
that or.'iipird thr atlridion of {'onyir:-; diirini^' Ihr, I’n'sidrnry of 
.Mr. Moni'or wrir tho r of luirriiai Iiiipfovmirnls hy (hr- I'kalrral 
(hurrmaoiif and a 1'loji-rli\r 'r.arilh Stroiipri* pi’oof roidd not. hr, 
rrijiiirrd of thr r:iparit \ of oiir \ .Inn of (lovrnunnit. to drtd with 
ddlirult {.utdir ((Urtioii., aiid thr rtmi^lh It drrivrs from tiiaf. 
.sutirrr, til.in thr f.o! that tho r dl tnrhin,'*'(pir.-.t ion:., which (pui'tirn 
iarly thr i.iffrri rmrii. la thr hottrst day td’ thrir a/Jiiutiuu, to 
thrrafni fir- roiitimianrr of tin* !‘niom ill .■•() hriof a prriod not, only 
rrn rd to tutlaliir tiir f*roplr. hiii, in thr .srilSO ill U'llU’h fliry wnv. 
tiirn aiinh’atrd .and oppirrd, hair iHsaimr virlnalli* ohsolrlia It is 
uUo Wort In of rrmafk iiiat uritlirr of thr r rmal ijnr..t ioir; nria;inatt'd 
with thi* .Vdioini (ration, or urfr rrtnii’drd a:; .\dtiiinl:t rat ion Mnis- 
lU'r.. ‘I'ian found tlirir oriidn in othnnourcr . and wrrr rnllrd Inl.o 
rxi.striirr iiy othrr i-on idrratioii. than (ho;r of Kxrrntivr. rrrom™ 
nirnd.at it»n. 

.Mr. .Monroe wa uiiivrr ally ri'rai’drd a. thr hmt of (Imf. tdans of 
State men to whirh (hr rotinlry had imariahly Ihrn'toforr loolna! 
for I’lr idriitial randidatr . 'hhis fati was sidlirinif. to bring' for¬ 
ward for tl.r siri-r mu (hr name of tho r of tlir siirrrnling grnrra- 
t ion wlto drrUtrd them rUr., or W rl'c drrmnl hy tlii'ir Irinids, as 
puN.srs'ing utludriit rlainn to the lii-tinrtlom 
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'’I'ho iiiosi iirtiininrnl of tlu-sc wciv ('l;iy. C'ulhoun, Crawford and 
Adams. I iianu' Mc-srs. (’lay and (’allioiin tirsi heriuist', from very 
n('arly tlu' lH'”;ininniL!: of Mr. Monror's AdminisIradon, thrir rrsprr- 
dv(' coiir.si's wi'i’c most lU'llniti'ly shapi'd to tliat^ ('lul. 

tMr. Clay was Spimki'r of tlu' Ilousi* of Ki'prt'stmtalivrs, luid ro- 
liiriu'd with roA// from his Mission of Piairi'. and mijoyod an oxttm- 
sivi' popularity with unconunou facilitit's for its rnlargmiuait. 

Mr. Calhoun was S(*<‘rt'tary of War, (ha undouhtad favoriti' of (ho 
Prasidrnt, and in point of fahmt, iinlnstry and Iho art. of winning 
popular ra^nird saaraaly infarioj* to Mr. ('lay. 

A had*'!’ liahl for (ha display of politii’al ability and tn<’t. than 
(hat. prasantad (t> tiust' dis(iu'j:uishatl ^’antlaman aouhl noh huva Imh'u 
inia^^inad. 'I'ha old Idalarnl Party, yat strong in mnnhars and riah 
in ils traditions, had bran raduaad to a. low condition by tha (amrsa, 
it. had (akan in ray’ard to (lu' W'ar. Its forniar h'adars, ('ithar from 
policy or t’oio icdon, aivjuicsciai in (ha aondainiialion tluU. had beau 
])rononnaad upon i(, and (ha fnlnri' al!ac:iana(* of i(s mtnnhars saamad 
to ha olVarad as spoils td' aoiuinast. to dainoarniia aspirants to llm 
Pri’sidanay, 

h’a!a\;idon fd’ (ha ria'or.s (>f parly discipliiu' ami na(s of niniu'sly 
in fa\dr of \ aiujiii-bail fadaralists sphnidid salumu's of lutarnal 
,Inipro\cniant at (ha axpatwa of tha Id'daral d’raasury with innnili- 
(■(‘tit honiitic'. in (ha form of anaonrafn*ni(‘n(s to Domastia Industry 
to tha .\(»rlh, llta Ptal, ;ind tha M’a.sl, wt'rt' (ha popjihir ap[i(‘!ilH .and 
hlandi.shmaihs with which Mr. Clay and Mix Calhoun, aai'h saaura 
in his position at. hoim', (‘iitarad into tht‘ Prt'sidaiidal (hiiivass. 
liaiica tha continued An'itadon td’ all of (hast' (pH'stions from near 
(lit' haydnitiiic' to (ha and of Mr, Monroe's ,\i!minist.rat,ioji lca\iiiy 
them at i(r. cio a as nmatdcd as (hay wart*, at. siny slap;(‘ of th(*ir dls- 
atis- ion and tis it wa . a\pi‘ditml to Prasithmtial aspirants that; they 
shoidd 1)(‘. d'hasa (opicks for a political campai;L^n waiv, wistdy sa- 
lactaii, nml protlncatl appan'iitly a\tt*nsivt‘ ctreahs n]ion tlu‘ jiuhlic 
mind. 'Fha ^raat .^ta(cs of Pennsylvania, New .hu'say and Xaw 
\'ork, with (ha antii’c W’ast, swallowed tha baits that'- wart' held on(. 
to them umlai* >nch allnriiic: di,semises, in which tlu'y wart* joined by 
tha Pustarn Stuttvs as soon as our Vanka(‘ brethren saw (hut- tla^ 
prott‘ctiv(‘ policy had natinirad a sulliciaid. hold n])on tlu‘. country to 
make it. safe, for thmn to divt'rt. Iht'ir suptnaor skill and indusiry 
from Commci’ca (o .Manufactures. So irrasistihla> did tho currant 
‘•cam to have hi*coma that a\'au (lati. .Jackson, with all his n'))uc;" 
nance to ai|ui\oral ion. and all his h'arh'ssnass of r(‘H})onsihilit,y, was 
faiii, whan ha was hrotic'ld into tiu'. Prasid('ntial Canvass, to taka: 
rafup* under tlu‘ idea (d’ a “judicious taritf.” 

Tlu*w% I Iiava said, alt ho' (ha prominent Mausuivs acted upon, 
could not ha regarded as among those of Mr. Monroe’s Admini.stra- 
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tion. Although he knew that the protective policy was supported 
by several members of his Cabinet, he never recommended it in his 
Messages and he interposed his Veto against a Bill for the repair 
of the Cumberland Road in a message in ivhich the whole subject, so 
far as it related to the exercise of Federal juiisdictioii over the 
territory embraced, was elaborately discussed. 

I^<>ad was established under the Presidencv of 
Mr. Jefferson, and whilst Mr. Gallatin® was Secretary of the 
Treasury. ^ It was originally contemplated to be made out of the 
avails arising from the sales of the public lands, and was established 
to promote such sal^. But Congi'ess soon fell into the habit of 
anticipating the receipts from that source by appropriations from 
the Tieasury and this [practice] had been almost annually repeated 
for more than twenty years and had received the Executive approval 
from Jefferson and Madison. 

The jurisdiction by the Federal Government, which constituted 
the foundation of Mr. Monroe’s objection had never been exercised; 
but he w’as, I think, quite right in assuming that the establislmient 
and support of the Road involved the claim of a right to its exer¬ 
cise and therefore fairly presented the constitutional question upon 
which he took, as to that point, the true ground. The Bill came up 
soon after I had taken my seat in the Senate and I voted for it 
rather on the ground of its paternity and the subsequent acquiesence 
in it, than from an examination of the subject. The whole matter 
was afterwards very thoroughly investigated by me ivlien I found 
reason to regret that vote and to take not only an early opportunity 
to avow my error but also a decided stand against tlie claim in both 
aspects of Jurisdiction and Appropriation. 

The unavoidable and improper conflict of jurisdiction between the 
Federal and State authorities that must arise from the establislmient 


of the Internal Improvement System advocated by its fnends, was 
apparent, and the objections arising from that source was iusuper-- 
able. Pressed by tire force of this aigument the friends of the Road 
almost always shunned the discussion of that branch of the subject 
and insisted that the Federal Government could exercise a salutary 
agency in the matter by appropriations of money without cessions of 
jurisdiction. This power was fully conceded by Mr. IMonroe, and the 
exercise of it was sure in the end to impoverish the National Treasury 
by impmvident grants to private companies and State works, and to 
corrupt Federal legislation by the opportunities it would present for 
favoritism. I shall hereafter have occasion to speak as well of the 
part I took in tliis matter subsequently, as of the total and, I hope, 
final overthrow of the principle. 


Tlio subject of Piracy bccuinc promiiuuU in the discussions of tlio 
Senate, and 1 made a- speccli upon i(.. 

Several Ainendiuents of llu' Coiislilution, in rcjiiurd to tlu' election 
of President and Vice Presidt'ut wauv also oll'ered and discussed. 
Upon one introduced by (lov, Dickerson of New rJt'cse^', and lieut't', 
calk'd the. New flei’sey Plan, prc^posin‘i: to district the State's, I deliv- 
('red a Sp(‘ech of wliich 1 have only the prc'paratory note's; tiu'se' may 
be founel to e'e)ntain sii^-^vst ions e)f se)iue iutore'si anel art'. ‘j.'ivt'U in ‘ 

The wise elispositiejii of our Peoi)Ie to tlt'al prutleiitly with mattt'rs 
ItHie'hin^ the safe action of their political systt'iu in time's past is 
strikingly illustrateel, in view e)f the', inatlceiuaeey of the provisions 
of the Cle)nst.itution and laws for the', u-ovt'rnnu'ut e)f (^■ony;rt'ss in can- 
vassino- the' votes ft)r Prt'sieleut anti \'ic(>. Presieleut, by the' siicct'ss 
with which llii'y have nve)itl('(l elillicidtit'S lor so- lou^' a pt'riotl upon a 
peunt in which their ft'e'liiyy'S art', always so det'ply excitt'th Appre- 
hensivt', of ehini^t'r from this source at the. eh'ction of iHiil o, when, 
fix)m the iiumht'r ed' (’anelidatt's, it was ^y'uerally assunit'tl that, the 
election wetuld come! to the' House', the' St'uate' iusirnett'd its .lutlieiary 
('ominit.tee to ceynsieler the', subject, and to report tlu'rt'on. Aftt'i* e^on- 
sidtin^ with the e)ltler and more'. cxpcrie'Uct'd St'nat.t)rs, 1 rt'portt'd a 
Bill su))plyin^ omissions in the* old law, which passt'd the' Senate', hut 
failt'd in the'. Ilenise. As the' law is still in the' same, impt'rfi'ct. Slate', 
and Iht'. matte'r may se)mt' tlay ht'e'omt', one of considerable', interest., the', 
note's of my Siiee'ch upon tlu' Bill, which wt'iX' fiirnislu'd te> iiu' by the' 
Reporter, lent, have neve'r hi'e'U puhUshed. ai’i' ydvt'ii in ‘ 


* In (Ini Van Hm’iai I'npm’H, niulni' dali* of 1 ifciMnlwr esi, l.s:;:!. 
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I lu‘ |n‘i ititl iV)\('r('i{ !iy Mi', Mniii’tH's Adiuiuisti’iition was niiult'. 
im-mtirahh* by tlu* I'anvuss for tlu' .siuavss'Km (o wliifli I luive. alliulecl 
mill by Ills idbirt-. tn briuyr ul,s,ut u fusiou of Parlu's, 

Mr. MonruoV, clmrm’tiT wu-; (Imt of an limu'sf man, willi fair, but 
iu)(. vt'ry inarktMl who, throHp;h ])i'rr()riii('cl ovory 

(lti(y that ilrvolvnl npun him \vi(h sri'upulmis lulelily, I la had 
brim honuralily ruutumtrd wi(h our lirvolulionnry ('oidrsi, and from 
(ha ba^innin^ of our parly division.s was found in (ha sama. ranks 
with .hdlVi-son and his friands, nl(hou«j:h, likt* Mr. Madison, ha was, 
wldla pt*rfi*atly .'-iiiaara, ya( Irom a dill’aranaa in lamparnmanl.j naithar 
.so t'urnasl nor aaixar In his di'voliou to (hah* rommon aaiisi'.. Bui: 
two airaumstunaa.s oaaurn'd, ai aarly pariods in his poliliaal caraar, 
wall auli'tdufad lo slir his faidinj^s and (o wind, bis polil.iaal /aval. 

llavin^^ baiui appoinfad Mini.li'i* lo b'rnnca by Mbashina-lon ha 
was raaallad undtu* airaumslant’as implyinij: dissalisfaa.lion. llo 
nppanlad In tho Ik'opli* for his vindii’alion in a. publicali<in of soma, 
lau^lh, ahurai’lari'/.ad, as i( has appaari'd (o imn bv o-riad fairnass. 

'rha .saaond niallar albulad (o was as follows: a in,an by (,lui 
numa of Iu‘ynold . lun'iujJT, on savarnl oaaa.sions, Ihrou'u oui- in- 
(imalious (1ml ha was po.ssassad of In formal ion dial, would ina.ulpaia 
ariininnlly tlu' adniini'itralIon of (ha 'rraasiiry Daparliiuml, by Alox- 
audar liamillon, (ouyra .s appoinlad a ('omuiiUai*. of Iu\’ast,io;a(ion 
aotmisj in^ of Monroe, \‘enabla and Laipar.' 

Knowinix (hat tlu' rahdions baiwi'an hiiusidf and Raynolds would 
rapuin'i axplunution.s whiah if would not. ba. n.yn'i'aabh'. lo olfar ou 
a publia lnvi‘'4ipilion, HainiHon iinilad Iba ('oiumil.lia' lo an in- 
formal iua(din*C u( his own oHira, and Ibara niada lo (ham a, aoidi- 
dantinl ronnnnnianfion .shawin«.t lhal, hi ; aonnaalion wil.b Raynolds 
|i;raw out of a ariininal intarauursa bal.waan Idmsalf u.iul Mrs. Ray- 
Holds, in all probability ba^nin wilb llu* aonnivanaa of bai* husband, 
and andad, uftrr tha. Inpsa of a aarl-nin Mina., in Ibt' pndiuidad dis- 
aovary liy him, and tlu* paaiiniary axiorlioii;;, imdar manaaas of vx- 
po.sura, aonnnon lo suab aasc's. This stala.manl was aacoinpaniad by 
(ha axhibiMon of a sarias of laltai*;., raat'ipls for iiionay and o(bar 
papars, plnrin^ its tnitb lH‘yond all doiibl. d'lu* ('onuiiil( ih* I’a- 
porti'd tiuit (lit* imputation ssas nroundla.*.s, and Iba .suiijaaf soon 
pas.sad from lha publia mind; bid a history id' ilia Mniiad Sfalas sub- 
W'ljuantly appaarad urittau by tiia wi'll known Jamas ''riionuis Cal- 

‘ aongo-jw tli.l titil naiH*li)l a .■..ttiiitU(*•(■ An Inrnotnil Invc-.UpUlnii wuh iii.uli^ liy 
t'lmkt'r Prolk. A. .Mu!il.nl«-o:- .Uitn«-n Mhiiox' ninl Alirnhiun Vcimliln. Ui'Iiht wins, uni 
In Ctmgrwa until 
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lender, in which the charge of peculation against Gen. Hamilton 
was repeated with much solemnity. The latter sent the publica¬ 
tion to Mr. Monroe, and made a respectful and friendly application 
to him to be relieved, thro’ his agency, from the odium of the charge 
by a statement that would have that effect. Party spirit ran high, 
and Mr. Monroe omitted to comply with this request. This omission 
drew from Gen. Hamilton a letter that was not a challenge absolute 
or conditional in its terms, and contained no expression from which 
an intention to make it the prelude to a challenge could be positively 
assumed, but no one doubted on reading it that such was the Gen¬ 
eral’s ultimate expectation. This was answered by Mr. Monroe with 
a few but slight words of explanation in regard to the course he 
had adopted, and with a declaration in conclusion—^from all that 
appeared in the correspondence, quite abrupt,—^that if the General’s 
letter was intended to convey a demand for personal satisfaction his 
friend Col. Burr was authorized to make the necessary an'angements. 
Gen. Hamilton denied that such was the intention of his letter, but 
said, in reply, that if an invitation to the field was intended to be 
conveyed by Col. Monroe’s letter he should not decline it, and his 
friend Major Jackson was authorized to make the arrangements that 
would in that event become necessary. Mr. Monroe disclaimed such 
an intention, and the affair was terminated by a letter from Gen. 
Hamilton which concluded Avith a declaration that he did not regard 
the case as one calling for the resort that had been referred to. 

Gen. Hamilton, thinking that the only way to wipe off the re¬ 
proach that it was attempted to fasten upon his official character, 
published to the World, a complete history of the transactions, in¬ 
cluding all the documents submitted to the Committee, and the cor¬ 
respondence with Monroe, in a Pamphlet written with much feeling 
and signal ability.’- This having been done without consultation with 
his friends, they took unwearied pains to suppress the publication, 
deeming it neither necessary nor expedient. But few copies es¬ 
caped their efforts, and one of these was sent to me, many years ago, 
as a curiosity by an old gentleman Avhose antiquarian tastes led him 
to collect and preserve such things, but I have °not seen it for a long 
time, and what I have stated is from a recollection of its contents. 

I read it at an early period of my life with great interest, and 
could not but be strongly and favorably impressed by the readiness 
with which Gen. Plamilton exposed his moral character to just cen¬ 
sure and the feelings of his family to the greatest annoyance, while 

1 Observations on Certain Documents contained in Nos. V and VI of The Jliatory of the 
United States for the Year 179G, in wliich the charge of speculation against Alexander 
Hamilton, late Secretary of the Treasury, is fully refuted. Written hy himself. Thila. 
Printed for John Penno, hy Jolm Bioren, 1797. 
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\ iii'iii'at iiu', hi'. :.il . luuhirf tjiuu uuuuTilcii rfiirouch. Hu(. not- 
uith HI} I'.tUMlir) iur h. , |.,Mvnual cluirarlcr, and luy (•.on- 

lidi'iu 1' iH lis t'riiH.u*»\ I I'l'uld n«»f ic i ! (In* rtuii'litsioii, on rcauliu^ 
(hi‘ r<<r!f |tt)pdi'2i'r\ fha! ('nlniu'l Mujii'oc's (li-ordcrlV iin't'i'sioii <d' 
ill!' r*‘2fu!ar ‘>1 iifh all.dr , !t\ hi.*, hull tliitji' a\‘()\\’a! oT a. I'cuidi- 

ar ■: tn lirht lK-|'nrr h-- ua i-hallcfiy n|, ha\iny di\{‘sh‘d tlu* coiilasl. ol* 
if. h»niKil t'hualrv and di*>iiit\. ladun'd ihc (li'iH'ral io hria;.!,- it to 
a dith-iaait w alt t'lMUi thaf uliidi ha had al lir.-.l-cDUltMiiidalod. 

It ! a<tt iuddo‘l} tliut tha-i- i-iilh atia'^ ^^i(h y:an(k>uiaa at. tha- lu'.ad 
td (Iia I'adiM'al ( t u\ t-i luuaiit , \\hil>t t hay aUdriital a ustd'ul stiluidus 
(o Mr. .Miaunr . |ntj'fi/ua /aal, afiraatad (awards him, iiadc'r the 
jHthtiaal a\i !{r!Hauf t.f tha paia<ids ulam (hay (laaarrt'd, a hir^’ar 
.-^haI'a «>f {M.jadaj' aifautiun and lad (o untra nimiardus puhlia. am[)l()y“ 
juauf , (hail, U'l} haiup cithar a ijnud .■'paalau’ <>i’ :i a’ood \vri(.(‘r, or 
raiiiarkahh* iMj- ;uj\ Inkujjx aaaniupli dmau)!, hi“ inia^hi/ ollunnvisc^ 
ha\a ^•lli‘'>''d. llaum/. ha u!a , haaii horn and raarad on (hr rad 
I la_\ pnuuid.ol tiiatlld niuiiiidfui, ; n a(dal»ralad fur I lie ])r()dua(.ioi\ 
(it I’ra. idaiit , it ! i|id(a natural (iuil ha rlmidd, al. an (‘ariy ja'riod, 
iia\»’ aiiuir it) tha a*»nahi !ii|i that to hi' aumii^ (ha stlai'c'ssoi’s of Whislr- 
inytnu wnuhi llMf a\af(‘tl hi', da ar(*;. 'I'lial ha did Hol. (hiulv his own 
pi at I'ut lulf unri'.i iiuahlv p<i (pnuail Ity du' prt'IVrt'tiaa m'i\c‘n l.o flat" 
fat im. hi t-iu'ir in u-ar. and uho a rh'iim;; upon (lu*, aonlidatiaa Jiiid 
fauir id' hi iiuiutry uara inantuparahly .'•aiparior (o his own, I attu 
uall iju.iiona. Ihu it haaama a M'l'V dillaraiil. till'air whan lh(‘ ilay' 
arrl^ad ft>r tha ahniaa id' Mr. rlalTar .uu':'. :aiaaassor, and wIh'U (.ha 
d\\aiiai «m tha Tad anil attuhl hardly i)alia\a it po:.:.ihla, that- (,h(', 
ntlu-r purtitm uf tha ruinu wmdd ha : iillk-iaully salf (hmyina; to 
iiaijtda ,aa in tiny furlhar ;.alaa{ions {'rnm (lia( alratnly liip;hly lavora.d 
.spnt. It, i. wall knovMi (hat Mr. .Mojiroa’;. raalin/^s wan*, daaply 
Miuratl hy tha ahmaa nf Ml*. Madisiin for (ha .•■au'ai's.sion ihroua-h the 
iulluaura uf Mr, JalFar nn uot saaii ui' iiaai'd or ('.xaiiad hy inpiropar 
inaairi hut nut tha la . atlaatuak d ha aalahratad Ih'olt'sl. <d .lohn 
Ihintlulph and hi ti uai.-da., fur a luny (iuji* di.stin^'id.sht'd hy (Im 
aiufiunnan itf “tin* Pruta.slar.s, was lunda in tin* inti'rast. ol Mr. 
Munroa, and loi»|j; uinl hitti'i* wc'rt* (hair dt'uunaialions (d (lu*. Initt'.r 
lor uaaaptnio olliaa uinli*!' Mr, Mtidl.aui. Jailarson tunl Madi.son, 
phiaiddi', just uiul ."djH'an*, wt'ra donhtlass di'sirous lh:d. (hair nai^^li" 
Ixmr uud friand with whom (hay had lon^t;’ haan ;t!-:soaialt‘<I in t.lti^ 
puhlia .’,ar\ ii’a, and whom (liay ra-.paa(ad :ind asla(*tna<l, .should nnjoy 
(ha sama hiydi di dual ion which had haan afmri‘rrad on 1 ham.si'lvas, 
if (hat auuld hi- rlTaati'd willmiK doiijo viok'uaa io I ha h'alin/^s td‘ (h(>, 
rav| of the auimtry. Ihit, wi(h (ha^ a.xaaplion ol a sin^la. ual, i.h(^y 
Iru tod tla* j'a idt to I ha wall known !ind td( a.N.pariana(‘il parl.iidity (d 
tha Uapuhin-an I’urt\ for tha di: (inymishad man of (ha Anaii'id do¬ 
minion. 'hha otiiaa of Saaivtary i)f Statu had ha.coma a slappino; 



stone (o the PivsidcMicy, so inucli so tliiit Mr, Clay, at a siibseqiien 
period and in an indiappy inonient, s])ok('‘. of tlio. solootion oi: Presi 
th'idiai Caiididales from (hat station as following “,s-a/V’ pirrednitfi. 
Mr. Madison had, as has already been said, with that single hearted 
ness and high scnise of justiei* lha(. formed a part oi; his charactei 
olFerc'd tlu' phuv' to ({o\'('rnor Tompkins as a proof of the estiinatio: 
in which ht' held Ids patriotic and uscd’ul service's, 

(5ov. 'ronipkius’ tU'clension and (h('> coiiseeiueiit selection of Mi 
Moiirot', in all prohahility, controuled the ([uestiou of the succession t 
Mr. Madison. 

I visited Washington during tlu' .st'ssiou and enjoyed good opjioi' 
(unit it's to ohst'i'vt' tlu' niovcnu'iits that- were on foot, 'riie friends o 
(’lay, Ltnvndes, Calhoun, Clu'Vt's anti t)(h('rs t)f h'ss note evidentl; 
lotikt'tl (t) (heir respective' favttrite's as not- ye't, rt'tuly fttr the e’e)urs<. 
hut cxpt'e’je'tl thi'in let ht'coine'- .st) hy tht' eutl of Mr. Monroe'.’s te.rrr 
anil wt're nnwilliiig that tht' place'’ shonlil he pre'.-oe'eu])ie-el by one o 
(ht'ir coiitcinporaries. ('r:iw forth also, hut not- so clt'arly, fell withii 
(he scope of these' consitle'rat ions. 

.Mr. Crawfonl w:is hy lar the' .stronge'st- of tlu'se a.spirants, am 
might pi'rhaps liaM* hce'H imininatetl, if his frie'nels hael taken ope.i 
aiitl utHinalilit'd g;roiintl in his favor. But- tlu'y we're .seriously di 
\itlctl in reganl to tlu' policy of such a course'. Many of them, in 
(hicnct'il hy tin apprt'lu'usion that- di'ciileil oppositittn to Mr. Monro 
might he um uccc.ssful ami injurious to (’rawfonl’s future ])i'e)spe<'.b 
wtTt' thcpte.se'd to li'avt' thi'. eiue'.stion to ht' eli'ciile'ii hy (iine; ant 
chanci', 

d’hi'. nomination td’ (lov. Tompkins for (he. \dct'. Bresieleney wa 
gt'Oerally fa\ori'd, and 1 nc\cr unilerstooil (hat he expt'cted or ele 
sii’t'd (hat. his frit'iul.s : hiudtl attempt to bring him fe)rwni‘el ft)r th 
Brcsidcncy, nor coidd any e'llbrts in that, tlircct-ion have he^cn sue 
cc,s.srnl. 

Not.with tamliiig this inaction on tlu' part, of rivals, Mr. Mtmro 
I'htaincd only a very small majority in tht' (’ongrt'.ssional (’auc.us; 
result im(. sootliing (i> his fct'lingm, 'Fhi' Kt'jtiihlican Party was great 
ly in the. n-ct'ndanf, ami Monroe and Tomiikins were clccteel liy 
largt* maje»ri(y. 

'I'ht' Party which had raisctl dcircr.sim ami Matlison to the Pre'.si 
dency cli'cteil Mr. Monrot' umh'r the e'.xpt'ctation (hat his Adminifi 
(I'idiou wimhl he similar in its political aspects to (ho.se of his jireele 
ccs^ol^'. 'riic Pcoplt' of till' Pniti'd States hath tluring both o 
(ho-t*. Atimiui tralion-, been tli\-idt'i| into (wo ami only two grea 
political partic . It is imt ue"e'.^-.aiy anil wimlil only st'rve'. to rt'.nde 
compliA till' \icw,- intended to hi' exprc.s.si'd to make any reft'renc 
heri* to the particular ch:!ract.('r anil ti'Uilency of tlu'ir condieitiiij 


I' nr (iic pre fiif il uct-ds only (t> ho slulod (hat', iu ihoranks 
(if i'in« nr (ho nlltrr (tf thoH- iuu'(U';n woro arraycal almost all (he Po.o- 
j)l(* elm (n(»k an in(uri‘>>( in the luana^ciuonl. of puhlio, aH’airs. 'Tlu-so 
(iiil\'ri*ni'r•. won* iir-.l ilcvt-lniH'd in ('ony;i’t'ss ami in Sorioly during- 
(la* la I (m’ni (d' (irn. Washinyinn's adminislra(ion, had a pariial 
and <-nmiiara(ivtdy .-iirnt iuiliioiK'o in (ho olcM-iinn of his suor.i'ssor, 
hm worn uju'nh jirnolaimod and main(ainod \vi(li nnioh o.ai'nos(.iU'.ss 
dnriny; (lud saij’orsMir'-. ontiiv. administra(ion. d'ho rosul(, ol’ (liis 
onniiiot (d’npinicuf. was (ho o\pnl-.i()n ni' ,Inhn Adams from (ho oHic.o 
(d’ Pro* idmit and (lu' (doo(inn nf 'rimmas Jollorsnii in his plaoo. Ko(’, 
iidnlorant hy na(un‘ Mr. floH’otson mado an iiadria'tnal olidi-t. (,0 allay 
tho warudh nf thoso parly dilloroncos and (n pinwonl. (hcmi from in- 
vadiny and ptd-.tmimj: liu‘ porsniial rolations of individuals. r)nL, 
Iriio !(j Iji . trir-t. ho no! only adininislt'rod (ho ”’ov(M’ntnoid. upon (ho 
priiu'iplos fnr whioh a majtii’ily of l-ln'. Pooph*. hail shown Pioii’ j))'(d'" 
oroiioo. lad ho oarrioil (ho .spirit, of (hal profonmeo. inl.o his appoiid- 
inonl.^: in ullioo to .an o\(oni .'-■nllioicnl |o o.slahli.sh (ho ])r(ai()mina,noo. of 
!hn o prinoiplo . in ovory hranoh of I ho puiilio .soiwieia 'This lio did, 
no! hy way of pimi hiu^ nhno.Hious u[)inion.s, or (o y,'rai.ify po.r.somil 
an! ipa! hi*';, hnl !o 'dw' full oH'oot to (ho will of Ihi^ majoi’ily, sirl)- 
mi sion In uhii’h ho royardod as Iho viial prinoiph'. of onr (loNanai" 
inoni. .Mr. .Madi.on, olooltal hy (ho.saino Parly, Iho’ provorhial for 
Id.s aiinal)h‘ (oiupor .and for !iu‘ ah.sonoo of any Ihinp; lik(‘ a. |)ro.sorip-- 
li\o di’pn it inn, piusiiod I ho .saiuo ooiir.so, and upon (.ho. sanio ])rin“ 
oiplo I1 h‘ porfonnuiioo of .a puhlio Irusl- in roiitaial In Mio lornis of 
wiiirlt tluTo wa,. no r<»oin for ilniihl. 

'I’ho .Vdudiii iiadintj- of .hdloison .and IMadi.s'on, omhraoin/^mi poi-iod 
(d’ .^ivlsiai \o.ar , u<*ro. from lir.sl. In last, oppo.sod by tho fodoral 
parly with .a dop;roi* of vinlouoo nnsiirpa.'Sod in inodorn (inii'S. hbann 
(hi - (aiomont niio of I wn ooiudn:.ions niiisl ri'.snll. ITd.hor (ho ran- 
dnol of (ho o (w.) parlio. whioh liad beam kopl. on fool, so lony, })oon 
siislaitiod with sHoh dolci'ininod /oal .and undor siioh palriolic. pro- 
fos.sion . ami had oroalod dis! iiiol ioim I hal. hooanu* Iho. hadp^ns id’ 
famiiio.s Iran-miltod ' from fathor In .son -was a .soritss of shamo- 
lo'-s itnitoNltiro oo\orin^ moro .sirai^ni'los for pow'or and palronayo;; 
or (lioro w'oro diH'oroiioi's of opinion and prinoiplo, hidwaam llu'iu 
of (ho ( rhuruolor, io whioh thoir vr. pi'oiiu* dovolion atid ao- 

tivo. sorvioo ooidd iml ho i‘(da\o(| wilh -. aloly or ahandoiioil wilhonl. 
dishonor. Wo ..Imuid, I Ihiuk, lu' doin;..': ,na-oat. iiijnslioo io onr prodo- 
la'-^r ors i f Wo dniihtcd fiir a moinonl ( ho sinooriI}' o 1 Iliosi* dl 11 oro 1100s, or 
(ho liouo'.l\ with whioh (hoy wiTo (‘idoriainod al |(*asl. by (li(‘ mas.sias 
on both .“iilo . d'ho maiorils of (ho Pooplo, iho sovoroipm powor 
in oiir (h)\iTUinoid, had a,Pain and af^ain, and on (“vory ocotision 
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since tliose differences of opinion lifid been distinctly disclosed, de¬ 
cided them in favor of the Republican creed. That creed required 
only that unity among its friends should be. preserved to make 
it the ark of their pofitical safety. The Country had been pros¬ 
perous and happy under its sway, and has been so through our whole 
history excepting only the period when it was convulsed and con¬ 
founded by the criminal intrigues and commercial disturbances of 
the Bank of the United States. To maintain that unity became the 
obligation of him whom its supporters had elevated to the highest 
place among its guardians. Jefferson and Madison so interpreted 
their duty. On the other hand, Mr. Monroe, at the commencement 
of his second term, took the gTound openly, and maintained it 
against all remonstrances, that no difference should be made by 
the Government in the distribution of its patronage and confidence 
on account of the political opinions and course of applicants. The 
question was distinctly brought before him for decision by the 
Republican representatives from the states of Pennsylvania and 
ISTew York, in cases that had deeply excited the feelings of their 
constituents and in which those constituents had very formally and 
decidedly expressed their opinions. 

If the movement grew out of a belief that an actual dissolution of 
the federal party was likely to take place or could be produced by 
the course that was adopted, it showed little acquaintance with the 
nature of Parties to suppose that a political association that had 
existed so long, that had so many traditions to appeal to its pride, 
and so many grievances, real and fancied, to cry out for redress, 
could be disbanded by means of personal fr.vors from the Execu¬ 
tive or by the connivance of any of its leaders. Such has not been 
the fate of long established political parties in any country. Their 
coui’se may be qualified and their pretentions abated for a season 
by ill success, but the cohesive influences and innate qualities which 
originally united them remain with the mass and spring up in 
their former vigour with the return of propitious skies. Of this 
truth we need no more strildng illustrations than are furnished by 
our own experience. Without going into the details of events fa¬ 
miliar to all, I need only say that during the very “ Era of good 
feelings,” the federal party, under the names of federal republicans 
and whigs, elected their President over those old republicans Will¬ 
iam H. Crawford, Andrew Jackson and John C. Calhoun—^have, 
since his time, twice elected old school federalists—^liave possessed 
the most effective portions of the power of the Federal Government 
during their respective terms, with the exception, (if it was one) of 
the politically episodical administration of Vice President Tyler— 
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and are at tins time in power in the government of almost every 
free state. We shall find as a general rule that among the native 
inhabitants of each State, the politics of families who were fed¬ 
eralists during the War of 1812 , are the same now—^liokling, for the 
most part, under the name of IVliigs, to the political opinions and 
governed by the feelings of their ancestors. 

I have been led to take a more extended notice of this subject by 
my repugnance to a species of cant against Parties in which too many 
are apt to indulge when their own side is out of power and to forget 
when they come in. I haye not, I think, been considered even by 
opponente as particularly rancorous in my party prejudices, and 
might not perhaps have anything to apprehend from a comparison, 
in this respect, with my cotemporaries. But Ivnowing. as all men of 
sense know, that political parties are inseparable from free govern¬ 
ments, and that in many and material respects they are highly useful 
to the country, I never could bring myself for party purposes to 
deprecate their existence. Doubtless excesses frequently attend them 
and produce many evils, but not so many as are prevented by the 
maintenance of their organization and vigilance. The disposition to 
abuse power, so deeply planted in the human heart, can by no other 
means be more effectually checked; and it has always therefore struck 
me as more honorable and manly and more in harmony with the 
character of our People and of our Institutions to deal with the sub¬ 
ject of Political Parties in a sincerer and wiser spirit—^to recognize 
their necessity, to give them the credit they deserve, and to devote 
ourselves to improve and to elevate the principles and objects“of our 
own and to suppoi’t it ingenuously and faithfully. 

Two affairs grew out of the agitation of Mr. Monroe’s fusion 
policy which from their relation to prominent individuals and the 
developments of character they produced, may be considered of suf¬ 
ficient interest to be described here. 

In no state in the Union was party discipline in so palmy a condi¬ 
tion at this period as in New York, and a vacancy about to occur 
in the office of Post Master at Albany, the Capitol of the State, pre¬ 
sented to the Administration a fitting, if it was not also a desirable 
opportunity for the inauguration of the policy in regard to appoint¬ 
ments by which it had determined to be governed.^ Van Rensselaer 
was, notwithstanding, appointed. Among the papers published at 
the time of and in connection with this affair was a letter addressed 


lit had evidently been the intention of Mr. Van Enron to give an account of the 
controversy over the appointment of Solomon Van Rensselaer to be postmaster at Albany 
in place of Solomon Southwick, removed for defalcation. The Federal side is well given 
In Mrs. Catharina Van Rensselaer Eonney’s " Legacy of Historical Gleanings,” I, 366.— 


I ii'Uio>'!’:il if I'Mrl.v, :inil llutt in* hI'Um* i>!' if-4 fniiiidfui'f f!tii lnit:'; muain lif.VdHil 
ifs I't'.'ifli iiinl jtlfiiary i-nri'fflii'ii. 

II. wonitl have lu'fu imini -IMy a( any iiuJiiU'iit tliiriiif’ (lu> atlmlii- 
isiralions (if rlfircrMUi ami Madi nn, rtr at any {H-imul Niiifa that of 
.lolin (v^uliify Aiiaiibs (u lia\f tMuiij'rfiuauintl ilia ilfirri'c tif (Hliuin 
lifuiuilii' npiin nif I'V (hi ■ la nnua;'f u it lihi (ha praain<’t•. nf (ha 
I l()U;a and in imi i id* ! !u‘ a i if If , j tidif iaal and . nrial, id' Wdaliiiiylnn. 
d’ha mdsy iv\ai^ of hafahai'aliaim in flia lunar Sanatiiary <a)nld not- 
ha naira iinwalai'iua oiiiid' t" df\in!( \\or .hi|i{)ar. than wan. tldn-: paal 
of (ha party too in in (iif rai id’ tliu i* who yloritiad (ha “ h'.ra cd' 
(hiod haaliny. 

Wliil-'t thi ' asfilamant v.a' at it Iduda* t point 1 took a trip to 
Iviahinoiuh \’irfinia. and si itad Spain-ar Ivoana whom 1 had nasar 
M-iMi hut loiii,’.' knownjis I'fpni'.it itiii, a a liaarty and hold Uapuhliaaii 
of (ha oh! " Sfhooh 1 found him (o my araat rairrat on a had id'siak- 
nars, fr‘im whiah. althouah iia lisad oma tima. In* nasar ro .a. I'ml. 
in all (ithar ra-par! ha ss.i (ha man I lApaot.-d to mart a I’oot and 
hranah 1 tamoarat, a|a;ir haadad, Imna t haarts'd, aiid alvsas . ahh' and 
iaad\‘ to dafalid (la* I'iyht fauardla of par olial aofl a(|Uanai*S, I h' 
aau-addii' larna foini to h.- rai <•»! in hi had. ami di rayaiaiin/^ tha 
raimur iranaa . id’ in famiis lo- m i ffd in talkini,'' with nia for aa\' 
arai hour*. 11 l> at ouaa t alal i a. I to iha Aihany I'o ( (tiliaa (.^na tion, 

(old nia that ha had taad all tha papal' in tlia aa a ;uul thoUohl- that. 
W'a Wara parfaafl_\ {irht in tha oi‘,,nhd ssa had a umad. 11a aou- 
dainiiad in ninjuahliaii tarni fha amir a pur uaii hy Mr. .Monnia, 
fpoka fraaly of pa i a\auf> in hi a.iraar. ami of hi- apprahaii'-ion ; 
that ha would, if alaafad. ha I'osariiad h\ tha s iaSS . ha had asosvad. 

Mr. Uoana lalarrad, ssith muah aarm- lua ■. to tha aunr''i‘ of tha 
Supramt* (’ourt, umiar tha h-ad of ('hiaf ,Iu tiaa Mar* hall, in nmlar 
miiiimr Mima of (ha imad s'aluahh* alatnas »d' I ha ('on (it ut ion to .slip 
port (iia pralaiaioia of fha Ihiiik of lita ruitad Slata . and plaaad 
in my hamh. a oarii- of papar upon tha uhiaat from (ha liialimond 
I'hifjnirar, writ (an h_\ him alf osi-r tlia ipnatura of .Myarnon Sidiiay. 

()n (akini.*’ iny lanva of Idin I ratarn'd to tha maniiar in sshiah ha 
had arram.'ad tlia Im t of daifar-oii. Madi on am! Monroa in hm 
room, and .aid t h:d if than- Innl I i.-.m an s ( hinp of t h** aoiirt iar in Id- 
aha raaf a|’ ha ssould ha\a plaaad Mr, Mouroa, ha la'in^ (iia aaliial 
ih'a.'iidant, ut tin* haad in taa.l ol (la* loot. Ih* rapliad ssiih ampha 
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5j No! No! No man ranks before Tom Jefferson in my house! 
ley stand Sir, in the order of my confidence and of my affection! ” 
The other matter to which I allude as an incident of the history 
the fusion scheme, was a Pennsylvania affair. Mr. Monroe and 
s cabinet appeared to have determined to take the bull by the 
a plan worthy of the strength and standing of the members 

10 abetted his favorite policy. New York and Pennsylvania were 
t only the largest and most influential states in the Pnion, but 
30, perhaps, the most devoted to the maintenance of existing polit- 

11 organizations, and especially did this sentiment prevail in the 
estern Judicial District of Pemisylvania. 

If the republicans of those States could be seduced or forced into 
I acqniesence in the fusion policy, there would have been the best 
ason to anticipate its success everywhere. A vacancy occurring in 
e office of Marshal for the Judicial District referred to presented 
fair opportunity for a display of the Administration scheme in re- 
.rd to appointments, parallel to that of the Albany Post Office. A 
an by the name of Irish—an out and out federalist—was one of 
e Candidates. Ilis application was of coui’se earnestly opposed 
^ the republicans, and proofs of their opposition in the shape of 
mtests from the members of the state Legislature and from State 
fleers, from their Representatives in Congress and from private 
arsons innumerable, were laid before the President, but Avitliout 
mil. Irish was nominated to the Senate and the nomination was 
nfirmed. Although I happened not to have opened my lips on 
e question of the passage of this nomination in secret session, yet. 
; it was generally my lot to be held on such occasions justly or un- 
istly to some measure of responsibility, my quasi friend David B. 
gden circulated a report that I had made a most violent and jacob- 
lical speech against it, and thus disturbed the sensibilities of my 
^rsonal friends among the federalists, of whom I always numbered 
Lany. Mr. Ogden was a sound lawyer and possessed a vigorous 
itellect, but although an amiable man naturally, he was a violent 
olitician and liable to “ welcome fancies for facts ” in matters hav- 
ig partizan relations. 


OTTAPTKK Xr. 


1 (Milcr u])()-n tlio> ('n<i;ro,ssini»- siil)j(Mi ui Wasbin'xton, (lurin_< 
Mr. M(>nro('s Iasi, iri-ni, lo wit, the (‘It'ction of l>is Niuaa'ssor, 1 wil 
^•iv(' a l>ri(‘f accoimt oi’ niy s(‘nat()rial drhi/f, 

A Hill for 1 h('coiilinnalion of (lie lilh' of Mr. ('ox of Hhihuh'lplji: 
to an ('X{(‘nsi\<' i('rriloi’y in l^)uisian:i. ralUal tl)(‘ Mais(Hi Ivouo^ih TriU’ 
was referred to our ('oiimiit l('e. Having' from imaireeted l.imiditN 
and *'respeel foi* tlu' laxly of wliieh I wa.s so lU'W sr nuanbt'r, with 
htdd myself from dehaih' until an advanced |M'riod of tlu' s(‘ssion, 1 
d(‘(ermined to make' my liist. aj)p(‘arane<‘ on ilu* llooi* upon this Hill 
'To this end 1 i!,■a^■e to its inei’ils a thoroun'h ('Xaiiiinaiioti, and In*' 
canH‘. satisiied that' it outbid, not. to pass, rlanies Hro\\'n, an oM am. 
prcHuinenl S(M)ator and lawyer from Honi.siana, heini*' an ('arly aim 
warm friend of Mr. <'ox, and \('ry decidedly in fa.vor of his (daim 
Mrs. Brown l)roii<rh(. to the Semate (’handier .sio’cral distinjLpiished 
ladii's, amony,' whom wm’i' Mr.s. (’ox and Mrs. dohnslom the wife 
of his collcayfiii*, {now Mrs. (lilpin, of Hhihuhdphia) to hear hei 
liiislland's .speech. 

1(. l)('in/x aiy hnsine.-s a.s ('hairman of (Iu‘. Commiltei'. to ofxm the 
matter to tlic Senate, a.ml to state tlu* ohjeefious lo the Hill, I I'o.se 
for that. purpos(‘, and very soon nad. \\ ith a ri'p.'iilar ‘"‘hri'ak down ”• ■ 
a.s siicli calastroplics to yomuj; :-.peakcrs are called. 1 lowmau* st ranp‘ 
it. may appear in \ icw cd’my pino ioii:. puhra* and prof(>ssional carem*, 
it. is nevert ladc.ss true find, timidity in en!erin<i,' upon dcdialt* in «‘vei'y 
new .sitnat ion in which I ha\‘e hcen placed, and conseijiienl. einharruss' 
nient- in its lir.-.t staye s ha\c hcen inlirinities lo wddeh 1 ha\'(' Ixam 
snlijeci- in (‘Vt'ry pin-iod of my life, h’imlin^ tlud. I. could not. pro¬ 
ceed I nnuh' my I’eircat. with as j<n)od a ^^aace. as jKi.ssihle and resnnuMl 
luy .stud. 

Mr. Brown was a respectahUn tiio' not, in my (‘stiniaiion, a \'('ry 
si rone- man. Ih' had Ikhui lone; at (he har in Louisiana, when* (he. 
lands in ((n(‘slion w(‘ri* sitnaiml, was familiar with (la*, (’’ivil Law— 
wldmh Was in force (IhU’c with the laws and ordinances of t.he, 
(’olonies snul (he .'stainti* laws of the St:d(', all of which had a hmir- 
inc; upon the \ alidity of (his titim and was withal an (xisy speaker, 
plansihle in his manner and nincli imdiimd to .sarcasm. 1 can lU'Vci’ 
formd either (he t rinmphani air with which he thix'w himself into 
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(}u> ..!• the willi wliich lie (‘.\])lain('(l 

flu- lit ii)\ laihu", 1 l:i . hi* iliii liy upon tho ilillor- 

,-ut'f m tiu« h-nal .vstoui of 1/oui-fian:) and New York, [laiYicuhiiiv 
in IV port (O (la- pnnairiav of th,^ Civil law. and hy ol)li<>'iniiiv 
rxpir nil* Id. I oididrnrt* that ij tiu' i|iU'stion liatl arisrn in iny own 
ion of tin. rountiT I uonid douhilfs-. havr doiu* i( fullt>r juslirr 
(.nl\ rr.Trffiiin' thal 1 .•lionld lia\r allowed inys(dr to inaki' u]) so 
• •oididriK an opinio)! ai;ains( valid a elaitn wifhoiK a lie.licM* 
nndi i -lamlii);' ol il> luoril-. He (hen proeia'dial in a lonij,’ diseiis- 
‘•loii ol tin* point luvoUei! in the elaiiii; hut hi' had doju' inori^ to 
(ifi'jtidiif thr pa aye of the I»ill in hi*- opening' I’eniarks than his 
nh iMpn-nf arniinimt. able a . it undonhtedly Wiis, eoidd remedy. Iln 
had ti>Iall\ rMinnui hetl the timidity by which tiiv <‘apaeitii‘s luid 
ht-ru for till- niimirnt paral\/,ed, and had t'xeiied in its i?lari', a jL^low 
of frrb.np auti an au\irt\ for the reply which public spi'aki'rs will 
appir' iafr. Hr CHIU perrei\!-d (hr uii-.eliii'f 111 ' had dolu', and which 
thr lotr ronrnuied in the rrjretiou of (he Hill by a lai'ox' majoi’it.y, 
ah ho' It had pa ■ ed the Semite at a [ireviims session with only six 
\oi(< anain ( it. 

\\ lira I rr luued my .-rat l''athei' Macon,' as In* was called in t-lie 
Srnatr. rainr to toy phiro and shaking uu' cordially by llu' hand, 
thauki-d nir for thr nairr that I had rendered to the public, and 
aid be bad aluav believed the matter to be a. dishonest eoneern. 
'l lir Hill to ronfii'in the litlr Inn infLi' thus failetl, another e a.s intro- 
dnred, or the old one uiodilird to make it a Hill ^ranlin^’ h‘a^■(' to 
imph'ud the Cnilrd Stair, ami to try ihr iinrslion at law. So 
bail had thr rharai’trr of the claim bceonu* in eoir'eiiiU'nee: of lids 
disen .ion that it failed m I'li in {hat form. It was with Hie rlndi- 
eiary ('omaiittee an nnnnal \ isltor, acted upon at. almo.sl, e\('ry ses¬ 
sion and in\ariably rejeried. d'hr ('oinmiltee were at oiii' timi' 
nearly or i|nite nitaiiinion- atraiiisl it : elianees in ils membi'i's, pi'r- 
)omil inlluenee ami Miliritatioiis of the worthy elniinivnt and his 
nuiiH'rott. friends, and those \iirions considerations which are often 
.'■neee.s.sfnlly brouefht to iiear on the decision of ('on^ress in r<‘fj;ard 
to private rbuim, after a time hrouyht me into a minority in the 
Cnmniitfee, hut not in the Senate. Tn the session id’ iS'dT s, wlien 
I had reason tn ('Xpeet that tn.V fri(‘nd.s woidd lakii( me from the 
hiidy, I (old mv friend. .Mr. Seymour, of \'erinont," a niemher of 
Hie Conmiittec', who wm. in favor (d’ Hie Hill and had charge of il, 
am! who had made a report in its hehalf, that T hat! a pre.seniinu'nl 
that I should die hefore Hie next session, and submitted to liini the 
expediency of tlrferrimr Hn* action of (he Si'iiate upon it tiiil'il that 
period. Cuder-faiiditie my meaniii'j’ he adoiiled my silpc/^estiom 

■ X.tthiUil.-! .xs.t-nr* <if .Xhi-Ui t’jimliim, - llumlla Si‘.vituiur. 
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stinate opposition. I remember on one occasion meeting him oi 
board of a steamboat when he was not a little amazed at my civi 
salutation, and while I was President he called at the Wliite Hons 
and, in a manner somewhat confused, told me that he called to dis 
charge what he regarded as the duty of every citizen—^to pay hi 
respects to the Chief Magistrate of the country. I thanked him a 
President, and added in the kindest spirit that I had allowed mysel 
to hope that other feelings might have formed a part of his induce 
ments, but that it was not for me to quarrel with his motives, & 
long as they were of so Justifiable a character. This interview en 
tirely removed the asperity of his feelings, and when I visited Phila 
delphia after my retirement and a short time before his death, h 
evinced towards me the most cordial friendship. 

The reappointment of Mr. King did not, in its consequences, I ar 
inclined to think, realize the anticipations of either of us. It is no 
possible that any such proceeding could have been freer from prc 
concerted arrangement or intrigue of any description. I am quit 
sure that I never exchanged a previous word with Mr. King upo: 
the subject of his appointment, or that I required or received an 
assurance or intimations from his friends or from anybody els 
in regard to his political action if appointed. Pie was therefor 
at perfect liberty to pursue any course his conscience dictated, s 
far as we were concerned. Yet I must admit that I expected in vie’' 
of the general condition of the country in regard to party politic; 
and the changes that had taken place in his own relations with hi 
party, in consequence of the patriotic course he had pursued in rt 
spect to the War after the destruction of the Capitol, to find in hii 
a disposition to look with more complacency on the success of demc 
cratic measures and democratic men than proved to be the case. 

But I did not allow, this to excite in my breast any unkind feel 
ings towards him. He was, altho’ yet in the full possession of hi 
faculties, between twenty five and thirty years my senior—^had 0 ( 
cupied with ° distinguished credit a succession of high public stf 
tions, and might be disposed, with good motives and friendly view; 
to turn to my advantage the stores of knowledge and expeilenc 
he had acquired. So long as the means he employed were unexce]: 
tionable and his efforts to turn my mind to conformity with his ow 
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(•iUKliK’tft 1 u i( U lift’uuliu”’ (Iclit'ai'y, I coiiUl not ho. siniioycd l)y 
thorn aiul ho lioutal hlln^olf iiioa|)ahlo (if iioliiio-othonviw. 

I urri\oil at W'aaliiniMfm ahu.i-.t without a pri'foivnoo In'two.on tlio 
(‘undi'lato-. for tho iioof,.i(,n, suo that 1 was stroiio-ly inolinctl to 
rooanl Mr. .VdaiiiN a o\<-lu(loil hy tho polition] bias aiul opinions 
h\ uhioh 1 ihoijolii ho wotihl ho i;tnornoih Both Mr. Chiv aiul Mr. 
{'alhouii v\oro ptU'.soiially uioro aorooa])lo aiul pr(‘poss('ssiu^ in tluur 
uuumor . aiul I royuriital Mr. Craw forth from our lir.'^t aotpiaiiitauco, 
as an liom-.t mul truo muii an opinion w'liioli 1 iiovor fouiul reason 
to ohaipp*. Hi. fi'ioiuh- -■'.taunotl more anxious to pri'stu'vt' the unify 
of tho hopnhlioau party, and on that aoeonut I imltihod an early in- 
olimition lit id'*' him tho proforonoo. But ft'olino- that 1 was not 
aotinjir for lui.Nolf alono, lait for many oonlidino; friends at. home, I 
dtdVrrod o.nuinj'* to a oouohrion upon tlu* snhji'ol until I eonhl have 
an opportunity to adm.o' with liioin durinjLif (he. reo(\ss. 

•Mr. Kimr and iit.i (df mailo oiir approaelies to W'ashiuit^ton. in tlu* 
uoooodinp fall, lory loi ni'oly romaiainir :.mn(> days at I’hiiadelphia 
and al-o at Baltimore. W’o waua* (routed witli much kindness at. 
both phu’o : and pent our time very ap:ri‘eahly. 'The Presidential 
tdu” tion wa iniroduood h_\ him in the t'ourst' of otir jounuyv, and 
dia-u od on hi. jairt in oiir daily walk-;, and on most oeeasions not 
otliorwif pro ooonpiiul, with muoh {‘arneslness. Il(‘. s})ok(^ liand" 

■ omeli (d' -Mr. ('raw foial and without poeial dispani^Ljoment of (‘itlu'r 
of (lie oandiihttc'., ami phu'od hi.s prtdVrenee .sohdy on the ground of 
tlu' intluonoo wliioli the uhjoot of .-.lavory had exerted u.tul warn liktdy 
to oxort in future on iho admini 1 rat ion of (he I'daleral (lovornmi'ut. 
In tlio oour-.o of moral ooinon.nttons ho spoki* of thi' long ]>ori(uls 
during whioh tlm ulliro td* Pro iilont had homi ludd by oiliy.ons of lhi‘. 
du\e States uml (he powtu’ (law' luid thus ))os.siaM‘d to elevate the 
jiuhlie men of their own ..ootioii and to depress othiu’s, and lie dis 
eiisved their elaim . to thi'-. prep'uideraiioo comparing Mh* tahmts, 
native uml uetiuiroil, (d’ (he People of the diU'erenl seedous, the serV” 
iei"., they had re peetively I'emhuaul toward (lu* estahli.shment ol 
(uir independenee. and (lie extent of tludr respt'cl.ive interests most 
aiTeeted 1>Y the ai'tiou (d' (he I'kahu’al Covermneni. He did not. ri‘. 
giird .Mr. Adam-, a-, partieiilarly wtdl udaiitiul to he (he. leuih'r in 
Kiieh an issue, hut he was plaeed in a eomlilion to make liim the lu'st 
wo had; !u‘ was hy no moans saiiguiue in n*ganl to his suecess—a 
‘jiiostion he thought of infi'rior importniiee to (hi' oju'ning of the 
proposed i-sue, uhieh he firmly htdievt'd when oiiee fairly .startaul 
must -pet'ilily -.ueoecd. 

In the eour.'-e of (he e piaitraoted rt'asonings T neto.d (lie part of 
listeiuT rather than that id’ a eonteSunt. liespeet for their souroe 
uiul tlm elotpumee and eariie.stness with whieh they were made 
secured from me a clime and iutere.sted attention, but tliey did not 
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make the desired impression. M,y opinion was very decided that 
the Southern States had dealt with the subject of slavery, down to 
that period, in a wise and liberal spirit,, and that they owed the dis¬ 
proportionate influence w’^hich they had possessed in the Federal 
Government to other causes than to the concentration of feeling and 
effort produced by that interest. I was therefore unwilling to give 
so controlling an influence in the Presidential election to the con¬ 
siderations advanced by Mr. King, and I communicated this conclu¬ 
sion to him. with delicacy and unfeigned respect for his character, 
and we proceeded on our journey without change in our feelings, 
much less in our social relations. 

As I acted at the time on the opinion I have mentioned, and as 
there has subsequently been, in my judgment, a wide departure from 
the policy which then commanded my approval, which has also in 
its turn governed my action, I will here give my views of the matter 
as it then stood, leaving the consideration of the change and its 
consequences to its proper period and place. 

At the time when the opxiression of the Mother-Country com¬ 
pelled our ancestors to resort to arms for the defence of their liber¬ 
ties, the condition of the old Thirteen States was not materially dif¬ 
ferent, in respect to the institution of Slavery, from that which ex¬ 
isted at the period of which we are sxDcaking. In those where it still 
exists, it had been so deeply x^lmited as to- forbid the hope of seeing 
it eradicated except thro’ Providential means not then discoverable 
by human intelligence; whilst in those which are now free from it, it 
had obtained but a slight hold upon the interests, or uiion the habit? 
and feelings of the inhabitants—^none that would not be sure tc 
yield to wise and xirudcnt legislation. But no obstaele was found 
to arise from the difference in their condition in resx)ect to the ex¬ 
istence of shivery, to their cordial and devoted union in the struggle 
which, by the blessing of God, resulted in the establishment of oui 
national independence. 

No sooner had that great end and aim of all their secrifi;ces anc 
sufferings; been accoinxilished than the leading men—those whe 
swayed the councils of the States in which slavery existed and stil 
continues to exist, on all sides a race of great and good men—jii'o 
ceeded to the consideration of this difference in regard to si a vein 
in the condition of the states, and the possible consequences which i 
might in time produce. They took u]3 the subject with earnestnes; 
and sincerity and with a determination to deal with it justly am 
thoroughl}''. They foresaw that the day was not distant when slav 
ery would have ceased to exist in a majority of the states; that it 
abolition Avould in all xirobability xu'oduce a more rapid increase ii 
the. xiopulation of the noii-slaveholding States; that this would con 
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tiiiue. ill a Kouslanlly aujU'ini'nlratio; that i[iU‘s(ions would aris(* 
as to tlu' i‘('lativ(‘ \-ahu' (d' I'ria' and slave lalioi* and as to ilia d(‘^T(H' 
ol'aiu-oura<j.’i'ni('nt to wliirli taiali was (Mitilltnl, and (liav appralKMultal 
that. (lu'sa niiii'iit haul to invcctivas a/Li’ain.^.l (In' institution of slavi'i’y, 
which tli(‘ aliana,‘i'd aondition of States would uainrallv iiUTaasa, and 
that, in this way tlu‘ snhi('a( itsall’ would aoiua to Ik* ran,'ar(h‘d a-, oiu'. 
(d‘ political powi'r, ai'aat inc- scat ioiial [lartias and in Ilia mid ovar- 
tlirowinc' thi' _<j,iorious Taliria whiali had haau rais<'d by tha joint 
labors id’ all, if th(‘s^^ sad risults ware not. pri‘vanl('d hy tiinaly and 
aonipridunisi\'t‘ inaasiin'S, 

'I'liay did not- appraliand a disposition on tlu*^ part, of tludr North- 
arn and Masli'rn hrathri'ii to ili.Nliirh the donu'sl ia, paaai‘ of tluv Stati^M 
in which slavery had Ioiil;' and lixailly (‘xi^-tad, hy int.ai'fm’iMua*^ with 
till' snhjaat- within thair hordars. d’liis would havi' bi'i'u a dasi'ai’idion 
id' till' fraternal spirit- of tha Kavohitioa so ^ross t-hafc Mieir pure 
hraasis aoidd not harbor a suspiaion of it, 'Tlii'y never doubtiMi that, 
ample <‘ou.-d it ut ional prolaation for tha possession and tisi*. id’ this 
poiiion of their properly would ha saain-i'd to thain, and tliaf. was all 
that tliav I'cijuirad, 

'riia .•■praad of slavery and the inaraas<' of slaw States was tha 
Miuraa and the only soitrai' from which trouble was apprahandad, 

'riu' advanaa of bhi'rly Ilia si^n under which they had fonc’hl- and 
hv which they aoinjuarad and thi' cfrovvtJi and mainti'naiK’i' of frao 
iiist it lit ions ware (ha nhjaafs id' that llavohilion from which thi'y had 
jii.-'t iMiiaryaih d'ha axi.daiiaa and coniiniialira of slavery in so many 
of the .'slates was a sad tinaliliaaliim of lliasa iiohla aims and glorious 
result:, but it was impo;e.ibli‘, positively and aboliitaly inipossihla, to 
avoid it, and it*, axistaiiat* wu ; without, fault on the part, of those' who 
had inherited it from unaeslors many of whom ware as little resjam- 
; ihla for its al'aation. 

.''^liall the axi'cplioiial feature in the frei' system about, to In', organ¬ 
ized ha anlar^ad^ .Shall the inlliit'iica and aat-ion of tlu' hedaral 
(tovi'i’iimant be amployad for the inidt-iplication of shive- States, or 
to di etairai^^a (hair iuaraase'^ 

'riie-a ware the quest ions that. ])res('nled thaiiisalves to all patri” 
otii' and (hinkin^’; minds iiefora and at the period of the adopt.ioii 
of tha ('oiustitntinn: and it i.. an historical truth, worthy of all 
honor, that (ha oreal pri'potidaranee of opinion on tin* part, of all 
that was impo..in^' in aharaater and vaiiarabla in authority in what 
are still tha .‘slave States uxa in favoi' of a course most in hai'inony 
with tha priuaip!e^. of (he h’evolntioii that of disaountenaiiein^ tha. 
inaraase of .Shive -Stales. .Siiah mi'ii as (leoiee Washington, 
'riiomas detrar'.oii, Patrick Henry, (taorga Mason, .fames Madison 
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and other patriotic citizens did not hesitate to express their repug¬ 
nance to slavery, their regrets at its existence, their desire to see 
it lessened and abolished, if possible, by proper means, and not 
only their unwillingness to contribute to its extension, but their 
readiness to co-operate in proper measures to limit its farther 
spread by the increase of free states. 

They were wise and experienced men and knew that such a sub¬ 
ject could not be trusted to professions or acts which would be open 
to different constructions, and could only be safely dealt with by 
such measures as must carry conviction to the most prejudiced minds 
because they went directly to the accomplishment of their object. 

From such considerations and from such sources issued the Act 
of July 1Y8T for the government of the North Western Territory. 
By this Memorable Act its author and supporters intended not only 
to provide effectually for the peace and safety of their beloved 
country, but to repel, as far as was in their power, the suspicion of 
their fidelity to the cause of freedom which their'ehemies had at¬ 
tempted to fix upon them. Whether we regard the source from 
which it originated, the support it received on its passage, or its 
efficiency in promoting the great object of its enactment, this Law 
deserves a place in our National Archives side by side with the 
Declaration of Independence and the Federal Constitution. At¬ 
tempts have been made to deprive Mr. Jefferson of the credit of 
this great measure, as there have been cavillers against every truth 
of history however firmly established; Nothing can bo more certain 
than that it wms to his master mind that the country is indebted 
for its conception, and to his perseverance in its support seconded 
by .the ‘Legislature of Virginia and the old Congress for its com¬ 
pletion. 

By its provisions the North Western Territory which was, in the 
hands of Virginia, slave territory, was set apart for the creation of 
six new states—the precise number of the slave states then, to all ap¬ 
pearance, destined to remain such—and it was made an irrevocable 
condition of the cession that slavery should never be tolerated within 
their boundaries. The Executive and Legislative Departments of the 
State of Virginia, and the prominent men of the State, of all parties, 
lent their aid to promote the measure and it passed the old Congress 
by the unanimous vote of the Representatives 'from the slave-holding 
states. Its adaptation to exigencies of the occasion to the promo¬ 
tion of the policy of which I have spoken are too obvious to require a 
single remark. It embraced all the vacant territory of the United 
States which was at all likely to be converted into Slave States and 
promised to balance the influence of the irredeemable slave holding 
states in the Federal Councils—^leaving the progress of Emancipation 



ill till' Miiltlir Nni-fhrrn Stall's to work out. a tin'ponili'rnucr! of 
fri'i* tati'. ijiialitii'.l, (<i a liiuitni oxtciit, liy (ho now stnlos (hat. iiiifj;hl. 
he maili* <'tit til' lai-ant torritorio-i bolon^iiijU!; to tlu' Sial.os of 
Nortli l';tn>!ina ami tiooiyia !>y divisions of those .slatI'.s. 

'I'lie Aft V. a i)a-.>fd hut a - hurt I inu'proviotts to the inoi'l iuf>'of the. 
(’ouxentiuu ' uhifh framed (lie h'eih'nil Constitution ainl its patriotic 
pronioter wert* no( di.'sippoiuted in the oliaraolt'r and oxiont. id’ (ho 
intlufuff whifh a iiifa-.ure so wi.se and lihoral was df.sliiu'd to o.xi'rt 
npun thf othe!'hu'mlu-r.-. (if till'Confedoj'aey. 'I'lii'y found thorn riaiily 
to : eeuif tht« fiti/i'iis of (lie Soutliom Slutos in lli(' full oiijoyinont of 
till' riylit ■ I'laiuiod as slave holders hy adoijuato const it,ut ioual 

yntaranlee , ami the Soiithern inonihers id' the (hnn('idion rt'oiproi'atI'd 
(hat di pu'-itiuii h\ tiit'ir itoiilit'ant. oon-cnl, that, ilit' word sla\'ery 
rhuuhl not III' It otl in the ('oii.-.titnlion, :ind wit.h (he I'xoi'ptiou of tlu'. 
ini'mher. from S«iinh (’arolina ;iud (h'orjEJcia they iusi.stod that, thi' 
Slave Iradf liutihl hf furthwitli aiioli".hi'd. 'I'he proIou;i:alion of tiu' 
period for it - • nj>pre Ion was, it is well known, tlu' eon.sidi'ration 
f i\ ftt, in pur uanee td' an arr:iniii*inent het ween the tnt'inhers last men- 
tionetl am! . oim* of ottr h’.a tt'rn brethri'ii, for the ri^iit. in Cono'r("-;s 
to p;i • Na\ ijuit ion Act-.. 

'I'hf ix nee .'state pro\ ided for hy tin* ordiiiaiiei* of j T.'^T have 
all heen ailmitteil into the Cnion a*-, fri'e Stall", aei'ordine; to its 
pfio i ion; . and lu!\ e nou a rejne enlationiii the IS. Si'iiale exact ly 
ei[uiil to that of the : ix .'slave .'stale,; of the ohl ('onfederaey and a 
repre enlnfion in the IloU;e of Uepresentativer. of mi'inhers to 

ineudier , the pre ent repre ('nttilioti of the lallei'. .\s late as 
tho vear iMih, the territory of Indiana, mnh'r a inomenltiry delusion 
in rey.-inl to her he-i intere,.( ., applied to ('oii!'rt'.s for (enij>or:try 
relief fnuu (he prohibition of the Ordititiuee a^tiiiist. slavery. 'I'ln' 
petition was referred (o ;i ('uniniitlee of vvhieh dohii I’andnlph, dis 
tiii^uj.slied for hi-, dev ol ion (oSoiilliern riydd.s, inleresi-; and fi'elin<^.s, 
WHS t'lniiranin, reported availed tii'oiuiitly and (irmly and the repurl 
aecpiieseed In with perfect muuiiniity hy hi-s Southern n.ssoeiates. 
Add 1.0 till (his the Deeiandory Act-of ('on^retis hy which the Sltive 
trtide was deehired Ihraey, in (lie ims.saide of uhieh Southern men 
t(K)k the most. promint'Jil. part, ami we Ir.ive :i ■ evie . of .Vets all 
sliowim,!: (he ah;.eiiee. of aiiytliini? liki' a desire to advance (heir 
])olilie:il powi'T hy the spretnl of Slavery or the inei-eaM' of Skive 
Sttites. 

Wind suhseijiieut stej). iiaVe heen ttdvcn hi'tu'in^ itpoti the ndtdive 
powers of the :l:i\e atid free .'(tiles, hefoi'e the Rjudtation <»f the 
Mis.sonri (Ci‘"dion, and how f;ir do they alfonl ('viileni'i' of a dillerenf 
ilesitJm! 

' Vitii Huo-n .•uiifti-ol Oil- uiloitll'in i.f tin- I’t.iinlllutlmi hy (lie (•oiiv,.im.m, 

17 , 17 H 7 . with Oil- iluti- i.r fiiuvi-iihin ulih-Ii wum Miiy U. 


Tennossoo. Imd lurn rut. olV IVoiii N'nrtli CitrMliiKi : -'t if.- 

imdadniith'd into (ha I'liion a:. Imd ham tin- a;. udh \ .-n.t-.Mf and 
Mama, (-.akaii from (lia stales •>!' New ^ urk aud Ma -.a-ht; .■!' . ‘u--: 

^i-ia had aadad her vaaaiil Ian.l> lu (ha Id-dend i h.u-i l-a i 

,slipulat.ioii to 1 h'. ridiaead from (ha oeeupati"ii <*! i.-noo lo.i ft 
tidhas, oul. of wliieli lands (lu' stales ot Alahama and Ms P','* • 1 

been earvad. The. hloridas and Loiii-iana had l«-rii piii. h.t-.-.I, 

(ha. stale of Louisiana had bean admitted into tie- rumn. I !,.■ 

ware all jiroeeadin^’s. exeep(. (1 h‘ pnrehasa. antiaipated !e j t . 

of the ({overnmanl., and nailliar tliay nor (hr puivl.j <• l.t t si.ru 
tioned alfortted iiidieations ot a design to iiierea-e, mf f\ firucli 
af^^raiidizi', tlu'. sla\'e inf(*rast or power, imr were the\ at fhr 
when they oiaairrt'd, to luy kiuiwledije, ebjeeted tn mi f' ii jo’-ond 
It hiay have bean othi-rwise in respei-t to l.rf>iii iani, i.n {!i»' put ><i 
some, of onr I'kistern pi'opla, hiil. th. Ir ohjeeiiitn o..! i , « o 

lies! ly insist I'd on. 'I’haM' pnri’ha.''e’. v i-re not in t-nut.-eip! u :.<’s \< *' 

the Ordinance'of IT^T was jia-etl. Tlie etth-iurm ..! t... \ <:>= ..i 

the Mississippi inaiK' (ha aci[ui---if imi of the Mt.otli «■( l-.t I,' • 
a slal.t' neeessily which cotilil imt he di r.'c.udrd «.r i;.-.. 1, I.. . _ 

delayed witlnml. ha'/.anlinn: (lu* pea.-e of tie- t osmim ft- 
])ili(.y of lhi‘. Onion, d’he admis ion td' Loin 5:m.i a- » ‘i-. ’‘■ 

neci'ssarily ri'sulfed from the .-tipnlaiion in fa'-oi- i.t I'l*- m t*. 
taids which the (reaty imavoidald\ I'tinl.imed, I liimL b.-’a * toit 

if JMr. dell'ersoii had (hoiiL’ht it praetieable fii .iei|im.' f;..- t.os ’>n% 
and (o obtain its mlmission a- a State wlfliout ■.ueU •f-.p.dd .•! , - 
would have, made the .itiempt. Hi whole rom e t,p..a On.- /o.,-. f 
of shivc'ry w'arraiils tldm opinion. If tin- e\i ffie-e of 1.• .u i',.- 
sLd'i'. was an insuperable ohjei-fion with tie- \oitin-ia f o* 
had only fo withhold (Imir as-eiii from the tre.if'. je ! fh- .OmI.- 
proe('edin<i; would ha\(' fallen (o tie* ^p-onml. Lot i!..- poiF'...mf 
lU'ei'Ssity for (la* piireha.se hani -lietl that emi-idn.ite.n I'o.js-, fP,- i 
mimls, if it ('xisli'd Ihi'i'e to any eousiilerable extent «bi'h m lie* 
thi'.n state of Jfuhlic feelinn upon thi-snld'-at i- not t.-n, |«i.-b ibl--. 

The. territory was loo lar^re for a inple (ate, und j i.i.uron ..f j 
comparatively thinly .settleil. biif by a etmi/eidal popnlaf ;o:., ■ i ■ ,-r 
oir as a separate. dVrrilorv by llu* name td' Mi .ein, Ife-hf ■ .-.u . 
afterwards the lalter n]>prmil to In* ailudtte.i a a t o»\ I r im* 

(he. nii'im tiiiu* acquired a sullieient numlH-r of mliabif-u i If 
thrown np as a slave territory under the (errit.inal l>w . m.l li. j- 
])eoj)le lieine- then, for the mo^t part, shu elmlder.. Mi oton •!* m.-1 
to he admit.ted as a Slave Slate ami ha«i frame«l her t‘..n titnf.on -m 
ror<lin,e-l\'. On (hat tlmt i-. beeaii e h«n ei.n titntion i.-.-..-' 

nized ami sam-lioiied (lie exi-^teiiee of .•-Iuut) wiflun h.-i lna.|.-j 
lier uilmi.ssioii into the I'nion as a -tate wa-. oppo .-d lo l.iicr po? 
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lions ()l llie Xorthoni iji'Ople. '’Phi:-; opposition they had the right to 
inaki'. Ibinking tliat il would be for the interest of the new State 
that, slu* shoulil be fiHH'., and thinking also that from the smallness 
of h(‘r population, and the limited number of slaves within the terri¬ 
tory—(>\'(m now not larg'e—the State would find not more diflicadty 
in r('.li('N'ing itself from the existence of slavery than many of the 
Nortluu’ii states had experienced, they had a right to press those 
(•onsid('r:itions ni^on" the applicant by all fair and proper means. 

I f the unbiased opinion of Missouri could now be obtained I should 
not b(', sur]>ris(‘d to find it one of regret that she had not yielded to 
that oi)posilion and made herself a non-slave holding state. 

'I'lie opposition that was made to the admission of Missouri takes 
its characli'i- from the motives by which it was actuated and the 
manner in which it was conducted. That opposition was uncxcep- 
tionabk' wlu're it arose from an honest conviction that the pre¬ 
vious abolition of slavery within her territory would he advan- 
(ag(M)Us to h(‘i“, and that the admission of more slave states into the 
Union would be advei'se, to its welfare, and where no improper means 
were (‘m[)loyed to cari-y out these views; but where it was, on the 
contrary, the fruit of an outside imlicy—where the principal design 
was to prodiici' political and partisan elfe.ct by seizing on the <pies- 
tioii as ail o])portiinity to bring the politics of the slave states and 
the standing of their supiiortei's in the free states into disre.]>nte 
thi’ongh inlhumuniory assaults upon the institution of slavery, which 
we ai’c under coustlt.ut iomd obligations to res])ect in tl)(> sfates where 
it exists,-—the opposition was culpably factious. Disguise the mat¬ 
ter as W('. may such agitation must, in the light of reason and jus- 
ti(H'., be r('gard('d as alilu'. oO'ensive to the spirit and derogatory to 
file m(MUoi’i('s of the Ih-volutiou. Tf our ]:)artic*ipation iii the jn’o- 
le.ction which tlu' Ked(>ral Uonstitution extends to tin* institution 
of shiv(‘ry liad lK^come intolerable to us, and we had satisfied our¬ 
selves tliat tlu*. interests of humanity would gain more by our re¬ 
lease from that oliligatioii than they would lose by a dissolution of 
the XTnion, there was one way in which we could obtain an honorable 
discharg(‘. and tliat was by tendering to our hrethreu of the slave 
holding states a pt'.acealde and voluntary dissolution of that TTnion 
which our Ancestors had formed with them under a different state 
of feeling. To hold on to its advantages and at the same time to 
lessen if not destroy through the agency of such agitations, tluit se¬ 
curity to their slave property which was one of the principal hene- 
fits ])romis('.(l to them by it,s adoption, was the reverse of such a 
course. 
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From all that I saw of it I could not divest my mind that 
was the intention of the movement against the admission of 
souri on the part of its leaders. I thought so then—I thirtl 
still. I feel less embarrassed in speaking of it thus freely 
I have always admitted my share of the responsibility so f^'i' 
the New York Resolutions went—^but no farther. Although I 
not actually vote for them I allowed myself to be prevented bY 
litical and partisan considerations, which have been heretofox’*.^ 
luded to, from meeting them by open opposition. 

While it affords me no satisfaction to say this I would the 
regret the necessity of this sacrifice to the truth of history 
did not also know that at a later period and at a critical x^eriod? t < * 

for the South the Northern States stepped forward and scroc'-'*'***^ 
her from the assaults of the abolitionists in a manner and to 
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extent that called forth the strongest expressions of apjorobiX’t-i* 
and thankfulness from the Slave States, with acknowledgment t 
more could not have been done or desired. Wliat return has 
made for this conduct on our part will be seen in the sequel. ^Vll 
wish is that the simple truth of these matters should be told. 

In confirmation of the statement of my own feelings at the i'd i J > < 
of the Missouri agitation, I now for the first time xmblish two 
written at that period; one addressed to William A. Duer, recoixt Ij' 
President of Columbia College,— (The letter to Mr. Duer Inis 
mislaid.) a zealous and active friend of Mr. King and of hits up 
pointment as Senator—and the other to Major M. M. Noah, a-fc < 1»* 
time Editor of the National Advocate in the city of New York. '”1' I j< 
occasion of the latter ex)istle and certain circumstances in its hitst i'; 
have been heretofore related.^ 


Letter to M. M. Noah, Esqb. 

“Hudson Dec. 17, JS/H, 

D-- Sir 

Your letter has reached me here in the midst of a Circuit and I havfs l»ii 
time to saj’’ a word to you on the interesting points you speak of. 

Thompson by no means to have such a meeting—it would as you say wt-t. sii 
example for Mr. Clinton for which he would give the world. The dire neet*-HMlt, 
to which he will be subjected of resorting to such nominations galls him t:<» t Ij 
quick. Such a measure would therefore be intolerable in us, and I am 
ished that any discreet man should dream of it. Make yourself perfect^}/ 
on the suT)ject of the nomination. If such designs as you speak of exist; t Ijtv 
are perfectly harmless. There is the most unprecedented unanimity on tlic’^ > 4 ill 
ject among Republicans. Tompkins will be the man unless he himself dec*! i in*} 
Let the few individuals who entertain different views talk on, but don’t ii< »t It* 
them in your paper. They will soon be lost in the general mass. I sslitmj, 
sorely regret to find any flagging the subject of j\Ir. King in New York. 


^ Page 101 of the Autobiography. 



OK MARTIN VAN BTTREN. 


139 


art' foiniuittotl lo his sui)itorl. It Is both wiso and honosl', iind wo nmst have no 
llulteriiiij: ill our conrst'. 'The lU'iHiblienns of the State exiieet it, and are ready 
for it. I know that surlt i.s the easi'. There was not in the fleiiah' a dissenting 
\(>i(*(* Hull. I eoiild fiiul. Mr. K,inf;’s views towards us an' honoralile and eor- 
recl. ''I’lH' Mis.sonri Question ('(mceals no far an kc in ronrcrucd no {dot, an<l we 
shall {Jtivi' it a true direet.iou. Yon know what the I'eeliufts and views of our 
frii'iids were wlu'ii 1 lei’l Nmv York, au<l you know wlnit we then conelnded to 
do. My Conniilrrationn' ika and llie iisRi'et of tlu' Ar^us will slu'w you tliat we 
have' t'nt<‘re<l on llu' work in eariU'sl,. We eaiiuot tlierei'ore look liaek. Qur 
fair, consisleiit and manly conr.Si' lias raised our parly in tlie e.stinialioii of all, 
and its eontrast witli that of our opiaineuts has east iniieh eonteinpt <ni tlu'lrs. 
Ia'1 us not therefore linvi' any hulliiift, hut eonu' out 1 heseeeli you manfully on 
tile suliJiH't ami 1 will imt luy head on its propriety.” * 

.Vl du' I line of my coiiversai ion with Mr. KtUf*;, the Missouri 
Question hud been .settleil -most of t.he (’andidutes were slave-hold¬ 
ers, and Ihi'ri' was scare.ely a ripple on the political watexs produced 
hy slavery njiiilation. 

It was tuit. .surprising' (hat Mr. Kin^ and myself should dill'er niion 
(his poiid- as wi' viewed i(, from opposhe ])ositions. Althoiioh not in 
(lu' <’(iun(ry diirino; (lu' adiidnistration of (he elder Adams and per¬ 
haps not approvino;or all i(s measures, he nevertheless sympidlii/xd 
wi(.li i(s (•otidiie(<)rs and hml (.hrotioh life Iku'ii the jiolitiea! fi'iend 
and a.s.siK’iale (d‘ its principal .sU])|)or(('rs. He luid re^^arded il.s over¬ 
throw and tlu' ('h'clion of Mr. rh'U’er.son as nalioiuil misfortinu'.s. lie, 
had lu't'u in opposition--respect fui imh'i'd hut not (lie le.ss decided-™ 
to (he }ulniini.s(rat ions of deifer.son and Madison diirinje; the .sixleen 
yi'urs of (heir coni inuanci', with the cxcejit ion of tlu', support, he ^ave 
to th('. War after the sackiiio- of Washin^-tou. With his political feel¬ 
ings luoderaied hy (iiiu* and eire.umslatu'es, he, was still, as 1 found 
upon a nean'r ajiproach, on till essentia.l points, the same old fash¬ 
ioned fi'ileralist. that, he had been from the start.. Under a bias so 
potent he was wholly unwillin/i; (<> allow, indeed ineapahle of heliev- 
in< 2 : lhal, the lodgment which didl'ersou’s political priiK'iph's had ac- 
([uiri'd and was likely to maintain in the minds of the Peo))le, in 
jind’i'reuce i.o lho.se of his own s(‘hool, was well deserved on ])nhlie 
^xoimds, and he. was ready to attrilmto it to the unanimity of the 
slave states caused by the sla'N’C interest or by the “ hlaek st.rap ” as 
he Cidled it. Ills feclinp^s u^rainst the institution as a philanihi'oi>is(. 
were (dins stimnlati'd hy the' ])rejndiees of tlu'. iiolitieian, and he was 
Iiy tlu'ir combined inllin'iiee induei'd to ('inhai’k with so much earne.st- 
ness in tlu' Missouri af^itidiou. 

" My fi't'.iiiiirs w('r(' of a vi'ry dille.reut character. My earlie.st 
political recoliectious wciv those of tlu> diiy when I exulfed at the 

5 C’onHidc'nillnnH in fiivor (if Uic tiiiiiolnliiiciil (if llufnH Kina. il jiamplUc't; of .'12 pp. 

OHh\, l.Hl!)). A copy iH 111. ini' 'i’oiK'i- (’olli'clhm, Idliniry of Congri'HH. S<!(' the long 
cxlrnclH piiIillHhcd in IIollund’H T.lfi* of Van Ilurc'n (Hartford, IRItft), ji. 120. 

" MS-', I, II. ion. 
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election of Mr. Jefferson, as the triumph of a good cause over ar 
Administration and Party, who were as I thought subverting the 
principles upon which the Kevolution Avas founded and fastening 
upon the Country a system AAdiich tho’ dilforent in form was neverthe¬ 
less animated by a policy in the acquisition and use of political poAVci 
akin to that which our ancestors had overthroAvn. I had ever since 
regarded the continued success of Mr. Jeffe.rson’s policy as the resuh 
of the superiority of the principles he introduced into the adminis¬ 
tration of the Government over those of his predecessor, and was sin¬ 
cerely desirous that they should continue to prevail in the Federa 
Councils. I had not, as I have before stated, synipathized in the Mis¬ 
souri Agitation because I could not conceal from myself the fact, tc 
Avhich all we saw and heard bore testimon_y, that its moving spring.' 
were rather political than philanthropical, and because I though 
nothing had arisen that would justify us in making the subject o; 
slaA'^ery a matter of political controversy. 

The.se -conflicting views, coloring all our (^ouA'ei’sations, soon con 
vinced us of the parts we Averc to talce in the Presidential election 
I announced by intention to support Mr. CraAvford soon after iua 
arrival at Washington, and Mr. King Avas, from the beginning, tin 
known friend of Mr. Adams. But this dilference did not then pro 
duce the .slightest efl’ect upon our .social or I’rio.ndly relations. Wi 
messed together during the session, a,nd notAvithstanding the dis 
parity in our years, which was still greater betAvceii some others o: 
our as.sociates and himself, oni- social intercourse Avas not only nnem 
barrassed, but so genial and entertaining as to have kept a pleasan 
and lasting place in my memory. 

A circumstance occurred in the .succeeding recess affecting me per 
sonally tha,t served to draw forth his friendly regard. Chief Jns 
tice Thompson, having been transferi’cd to the Navy Department, 
disposed to testify his sense of the intimate relations that so lon^ 
existed between ns, inquired of me. by letler whether T Avonhl accep 
the office of Judge on the lAonch of th(‘ Supreme Court of the Unitec 
States, to supply the vtrcancy caused by the death of Brockholst Idv 
ingston. My impression, upon rc'-ccAiviiig tlie letter, was dccidedl; 
against the acceptance of the ofl'or, but on mentioning the subject t' 
Mr. King he took very earnest ground in favor of my accepting if 
and begged me not to decline, as it Avas my intention, to do imme 
diately, until we could gree the subject a fidler consideration. A 
subsequent interviews he prevailed upon me to consent to the ap 
pointment. Having felt myself called upon to oppose an Act o 
Mr. Monroe’s administration in regard to an appointment in Avhic' 
a large portion of my constituents Avas interested, I informed th 


1 Smith Thomitson tnmsrorrod in April, 1823. 


‘t;i 1 tii.it it till’ I ri“iiiit'llt \v:is tlisptist'ti to t'oiricv i'lw ollido. upon 

lilt' i \\ou!(l :ii'c('p( it.iiut i was (itNiroiis (Imt. it sliouitl Ik‘. iindorstooil 

a-- iia\ iiip' i'l'fii doiH' t'\t'iusivi*ly on piiiiiic ^Tounds, as I bad no dnsirc 
ftir till' jHiNition and aould n«>t fonsani to Ix' ro^ardiui as an appli¬ 
cant till’ it. Mr. Kinij wi'otc o( his own ui'i'ord to Mi'. Adams, wlio 
iooli a rricuilly jiarl in llic niatti'r. 

Im-dio r.t.nic f.iui'.’c' whii'li I never per feet ly nuderstood olistacles 
uere tlirown in tiic way of tiic appointment, aiul consitleralile delay 
1 III eiwI'lietl. An cxpresNitai in one oi ilu‘ Seer(‘larv''.s let,ten's induced 
me to repeat my retiuen Unit in whatever lie said or did in tlu' mal- 
(er. I relied upon hi-- ffiendship to pri'S'ent me IVom aj^pearinj^ lie- 
ftii-e the Ih-e-ideiit a- an appra-ant for the otliet'. After a while I 
received a letter irem him a hiiie; me whelhei*, after what had hap¬ 
pened hetwi'cn ns, I lhone:Iit tie could with pro]n'iet,y talci' the. otUce. 
hiin.seli. .Mr, Kinn; h.id lateen mueli intere.'^i in tlie. suhjeet. and was 
much di plea.-ed with the conduct (d* Secri'lar\' ddiomjison. He 
tlioiipht I ou;dil to le:i\j> him to his owii eoiii'se; hiit, feeling best sa.t- 
i.slieil with tin in'oidance ot (he ap[)ointmeni, 1 wrote (o him tit once, 
ah oh inn; him from any olilin'alion io myself aiu! advisine- him to 
t:do' the phn-e, for whielu by the way, he was as eminently (jnalitied 
!(• he ua.s nntil for polilieal life. 

\'uw, altho' I wa: very .•eirihlc (luit one indiieement, wil.h Mr. 
Kinp'. on (his oecasion, was a w ininiji,'nesi; to withdraw me from the. 
I’rt"-itleiit ia! caiiva , 1 wa-. yet perfect ly iiil istied tlial he sincerely 
ihou'dil the appointment a de'^irahle one, and that it eonld not bo 
olherwi* e t lian in'iietieial to me to accejit it. I w as not. t herefore dis- 
po.';ed to niutervahie (he '/.enlon.'i and friendly part, that- lie (tiok in 
the matter, hecati e hi', iicee s would favor otlu'r ohjeeis in which 
he felt an iiitere t and wdiieh he was ipiite jnstifiidile in seeking to 
advance by ■ neh mean , 

* 0 )t f(‘f. rvin - 111 mv curri*'vvUli SciTctiify 'ftuimimot!, tii vvhlol) T could not 
luiv Oi'ii' • utnu til. lOt'.i- U .1 1 WlUirl!, [ Illlil tll.lt. lU'l'ViollHl.V 111 lln' lifl'tO- Itf UIh 111 
!ltt> ill I* ill i.I.t ilnlii!: Oil .litdri lilji Ini' nil-. Ic- luel iiilii'iliil In hln ni I’jip'li I rtifW.'U'il wii.v 
nt.v itUjiiuii'l (iC Ijhiril! f>')' Ill*’ I'l'fHliIi-Jit'V , illlil hnil lll•,■l)Jl|l• jiitl ji Illl!ii Jtiijijil icjil nf ni.V 
•aii iii i-. 'I hr. i-h'nuic iiiti' i-, tt hii'li. ri'itio tin- Imjti'cHHhiii iloil ]l itiaili' mi nii', hail 

allitia-Of t' i -.■HI.I ll Irniii in,'. i.(i-liiiii'v . tiiiiv llifiivv wiiiii' llchl ii(in{i tin' cntifHc iiikI (11k- 
iui:4tiiiit ..r iltf !'..iii'hil iteitnlidtit.iil uri.T ll v.'fiH !ei''.'i'ltilti.'il Uuii my larltiuilIniiii lu 
fi-auti 111 111"- I'r. • Iili tUliU i,uii ■ lli.ii vvi-f.' 111 .I 111 lliiil llll■l■l•(|l(li. 1 l■ulltlll( Miiy (luU I 
tmvi- ill l!.i. :ii..|ii. t|! . 1 ||< ili-riil.a I'lilliliili :i’> 1(. 0|.' :i.lll'i'.- i'rulii whi-llrr III.- nliHlllclcK 
af..’-.' \ililiti jit. i i-jit.-il ne HiiiKiltiiimnl. 'I'lu' l•ll|•^l•■iIll.ll(ll•ill•l■ wlih-li iici'iiiiniitriloi ilihi 
M.III. .if win 111* fi.iuiil t'l !>..».■n- . liil.-i'.",t iiMiii til.. Ili'lil II lliriivvn iii.iiu (h.‘ vvii.VM ul’ iitcn 
jUnl i.r jicv-Tin iir.i Umul' Ii. >1 Imlh l.limr. Ill iiiirtii'nliir. I huvr luyimir riinclctl mt rciul 
l»K it imu' Oiiil 1 .•Miil'l ai ll■ill•l•'! 111 ' \'li-u''i iitiil iVi-lltiKH nil lli<‘ pari ul' ulhcl'H 

which O'.ijit thi" utmuHiiPii.ic, rlniiiii'li-r nl my tiilnil illd not occtic to rtm al Ihc IliHc. 


CHAPTEK XII. 


° My notice of the Presidential election of 1824-5 will be confined 
mainly to the State of Xew York. An unforeseen occurrence gave 
the principal part of her electoral vote to Mr. Adams, and an acci¬ 
dental circumstance, bearing- upon that vote, turned the question 
finally in his favor in the House of Representatives. 

By the law of the State, passed at a very early period, the Electors 
of President and Vice President were directed to be appointed by 
the Legislature. The election of members of the latter body in 1823 
was held with direct reference to the Presidential question and re¬ 
sulted in the choice of a very decided majority supposed to be and 
which was, at the time, favorable to the election of William H, 
Crawford. The friends of the other Candidates, recognizing their 
defeat, demanded a second trial. A. transaction something like this 
occurred in 1800—^the object being to defeat Mr. Jefferson. After 
a Legislature had been chosen known to be favorable to him an ap¬ 
plication was made to Gov. Jay (as appears from his Life, by his 
son,) by a prominent federalist, to call the old legislature, whose time 
had not expired, to choose the Presidential electors, which Mr. Jay 
very properly refused to entertain. 

The movement now made was of a far more plausible character. 
It was demanded that the Electors should be chosen by the People, in¬ 
stead of being appointed by the Legislature, as had been the pre¬ 
vious usage and as the existing law directed. The unreasonableness 
of this demand under the circumstances was apparent, but its rejec¬ 
tion was nevertheless a matter of great delicacy. It was an awkward 
affair for a party which prided itself on being most in favor of em¬ 
ploying the direct agency of the People in the conduct of public 
affairs, to refuse such an application when there was yet time enough 
to accede to it and to carry it into effect. It seemed, at least, in thus 
refusing, to place itself in a false position. Our opponents pressed 
this view of the subject with much earnestness and considerable 
influence. But I have never doubted that we would have been able 
to sustain ourselves before the country if it had not been for a very 
unexpected and badly advised step taken by our friends at the mo- 
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ment when the Legislature adjourned to the Extra-session for the 
choice of electors. 

Gov, Clinton had listened to the advice of his friends and had 
avowed his determination not to be a candidate for re-election—his 
chance of success being regarded by them as hopeless. He did not 
lack troops of devoted peiBonal adherents, but his failure to main¬ 
tain his position in the favor of the People, under the auspicious 
circumstances wLich had attended his public service, even when 
strengthened by the complete success of the Erie Canal—a measure 
to which his name was so closely and meritoriously -linked—^induced 
them to think that he did not possess the faculty of making himself 
generally and permanently acceptable to the People under any state 
of affairs. They had therefore employed themselves in looking for 
an office or employment for him which would be adequate for his 
support, of suffi-cient dignity and independent of the popular vote. 
He had confessedly done more than any other man to secure the suc¬ 
cess of the gi’eat Public Work to which I have referred. The office 
of President of the Canal Board which had been confemed on him 
at an early day had no salary attached to it nor did he receive any 
compensation for his services. Having the best right to be regarded 
as the founder of the Work, that post as a mark of distinction only, 
without reference to his usefulness in the performance of its duties, 
was justly due to him. 

Such being the state of things Mr. Clinton was removed by a vote 
of the Legislature, on the last day of the session,^ without notice or 
specific complaint. 

It has been truly said that this removal “ operated like an elec¬ 
tric shock upon the whole community.” It secured to Mr. Clinton 
a full measure of what he had never before possessed—the sympa¬ 
thies of the People. The friends of Mr. Adams, generally, in the 
Legislature and their leaders Wheaton and Tallmadge^ voted for the 
removal, but "vve had the majority—^the motion came from our side— 
and ours was the responsibility, 

A public meeting was forthwith held at the Capitol, at which the 
measure was severely denounced. Similar meetings followed in 
every part of the State, and an excitement in the public mind was 
produced which disinclined it to receive dispassionately the ex¬ 
planations of our conduct in refusing to pass the electoral law. Our 
excuses for declining to fight a battle over again that we had once 
fairly won, which, but for this distm'bing question would have been 
favorably heard by the majority, would not be listened to by an 
irritated community. 


1 April 12, 1824.—W. C. F. 


8 Henry Wheaton and James Tallmadge. 



Mr. Clinton’s re-election to the office of Go^'ernor was the redress 
that instantaneously presented itself to the minds of the masses. 
The people’s party”—a temporary faction generated by the re¬ 
fusal of our friends to pass the Electoral law and most of whose mem¬ 
bers in the Legislature had voted for his removal—could not pre¬ 
vent his nomination at a State Convention in the call of which they 
had united. The current of public feeling, overwhelmingly in his 
favor, carried him in by the largest majority ever given in the 
state. So' violent was the excitement that when I, to whom the 
removal had occasioned much regret and who had no Imowledge, 
being in Washington, of the intention to make it, made my appear¬ 
ance at the polls the shout of “ Regency! Regency! ” was raised by 
the crowd and my vote was challenged by some dozen persons. The 
efforts sincerely made by the Board of Insimctors and by some of 
Mr. Clinton’s most attached friends to get the challenge withdrawn 
were ineffectual, and I was obliged to take the prescribed oath. The 
first returns from the Western Counties were astounding, but at a 
meeting of a few friends, held at my lodgings, we canvassed the 
State and still claimed success. On the following morning, how¬ 
ever, my excellent friend Judge Roger Skinner came into my room 
and furnished me with returns shewing that we had been, as I have 
stated, completely routed. 

A feeling of bitter personal hostility towards Gov. Clinton— 
foreign to his generous nature, but for which he thought he had 
adequate grounds—^had made Judge Skinner more instrumental in 
accomplishing the removal of Mr. Clinton than any other of our 
friends. Knowing that if informed of the design I would have 
done what I could to prevent it, he took especial pains to keep it 
from me and laughed at the apprehensions I expressed on being in¬ 
formed of the act. He was standing at the window, tapping the 
glass with his fingers, whilst I was taking my breakfast with what 
° appetite his news had left me. I could not resist saying to him— 
“I hope. Judge, you are now satisfied that there is such a thing 
in politics as hilling a man too dead!'’’’ an observation sutlicienbly 
absurd to the general ear, but full of significance and matter for 
p)ainful reflection to him. He left the room immediately without 
saying a word. Conscious that I had wounded him deeply I fol¬ 
lowed him to his lodgings, begged his forgiveness with perfect 
sincerity and succeeded in obtaining it. But nothing could soothe 
the pang inflicted on his heart by Mr. Clinton’s success and by 
the conviction that he had contributed to it. His health, always 
delicate, gave way, and he died not long after in my arms. He was 
among the worthiest and- most valued of 1113 ’’ friends, and I long 
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aiui (h‘('jily ni(tiiriU'(i liis lo^s. Ho wustlu* siM'oud ix'i'sou whose death 
was oliviotisly hasloiiod by yrpiol* and modi lira tion at Mr. Clinton’s 
surooss. '.riio othor was Jiulyn'* Croshy, Soindor from Wostchostor 
('’ounty, of whom I have alroiuly spokon in ronnociion witli Mr. Clin¬ 
ton's nominal ion Ihreo yours hoforo. 

'Fo (hoso. liimiliar with the notion of public*, bodies under Hie in- 
lluonoe of panie it oannot- Ix' neoi'ssai'y (o onlar^e upon the injuri¬ 
ous idi’eolH pnxluoed by these election results, received at tiuv time 
(hat llii* Li‘o;islatiirci was in session for the sole pm‘[)ose of appoinl.- 
in|i; Presidential hlecturs. (Jen. Peter B. Porter, a sap;aeioiis man, 
well versed in poliHcal mana^vmcnl. and, tlio’ lU'Ver [lopular himself, 
\a'ry <’apable of influencing others, was at- tlu' luaul of Mr. (day’s 
friends. 11 is ablest- assix-iate and co-woi’ki'r was dohn ('ramer, a 
vi'tm-an polif ii’ian, who had been oiu' o-f the. Kleetors at- Mi\ rJellerson’s 
second election, had almost ever since been in public lib', lived on 
piflitical intriyiie, and havi 11 / 4 ; been familiar wit.h ie.ifislatiw' eo»'i’U[)- 
tioiis was eonsecpamlly wi'll ac(|nainti'd with tlu'- worst- portion of the 
member,; and the ways by which they miciit-hi'. <^p(>rat('d upon. Kol- 
iowiii”' (he. example of their Principal their tirst- step was to |)r»‘\enl, 
a rm/cn.*;, in which, if its decision was adhered to, we. wimld ha\'e. 
been entirely .safi'. In (his step (hey would not- have, succeeded but 
for the fact- that (he election had di'iirived us <d’ the pres tiny, which 
thi' lotijL^ po.ssession of }x>wei' had ^'ii'cii ir:. d'hi'y coalesced wit.h the 
frit'tids of Mr. /\dams, and this union ('Hahled tlu'iu to hold out rea- 
.sonahle expisdat ions of a shni'c in the. favoi's of the new (loverumeni-. 
to members friendly to Mr. Crawfoi'd. The two .si'el.ioiis made a, 
rejiular bar/^ain for the. division of the Klecloral ticket, and sueec'i'di'd, 
hilt, .so <‘lo.ses was the voti' that- only (-hirt-y't.wo electors out- of thirty- 
.six wi're chosen on (he fii>i(. hallol. On (he six'om! ballot four of our 
ticket, were elected, by which result- Mr. Clay was excludeil from (be 
House of Hepre.sentat iv('s and Mr. CrawforiPs name, was returned 
to it as one of the three- hifchest. 

We had formed our ticket ujxm a principle Hint luamiL^lit on it 
several of Mr. (day’s supporters, eepnd in number to the. share. Hiey 
were to have under their urrangi'iuent witli the friends of Mr. Adams, 
mid four of tlu'.se were lost. Alt-hoUjnfh } did not. suspeet, it, at the 
time, I had reason sub.seipiently to belie.ve that (he.se. were inteutioii- 
ally io.st from a desire on tlic part, of the Adams men to e.xclude Mr. 
Clay from the IIou.se, 

Oiir Coveriior in ollice, rlmlji^e V'ates, and our new eandidnte for 
dial- station at. the election, Col. V'oun^,-i.wo very lione.st nu'n hut 
uupraeticuhle politieiaudid I'ach their part in breaking dowm the 

’ Oiiriim tU'iiHlty, 

]27-tS:5" voi.ll • -liO-- -JO 
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party by which the one had been and the other hoped to be elected. 

I have already alluded to the unfounded prejudices in regard to 
myself which had unhappily been created in the breast of the former. 
These were not removed in the Recess, and I left home for Washington 
in December, 1823, in the full belief that we were destined to en¬ 
counter his opposition upon the Presidential question in the shape 
of the recommendation, in his second Message (January 1824) to 
alter the mode of appointing electors,^ and I remained under that 
impression until I heard that document read under the following 
circumstances. 

My colleague, Mr. King, resting confidently upon the almost uni- 
vemal impression that such must be its character, manifested more 
curiosity for its arrival than I either shew'ed or felt. It was brought 
to us at the close of our mess dinner at which were present our 
mutual friends Gen. Stephen Van Rensselaer, Messrs. Andrew Steven¬ 
son, Louis McLane & othei*s. Mr. King immediately proposed that 
it should be read aloud, and Mr. Stevenson wms, I think, designated 
as the reader. Mr. King folded his handkerchief on the table before 
him and resting his arms upon it, as was his habit, his complacent 
countenance indicated the confidence and satisfaction with which he 
prepared himself to hear the welcome tidings. The ordinary topics 
of the Message were run over hurriedly until the reader came to the 
interesting subject of the choice of electors, when, to the amazement 
of all, we were favored with a string of generalities studiedly am¬ 
biguous, but susceptible of only one interpretation which was that in 
his Excellency’s opinion it would be better to leave the law as it 


* Tlio paragrapb in the Governor’s message read as follows: 

“ The choice of electors of president and vice-president, has excited much animadver¬ 
sion throughout the nation ; and It is to bo regretted, that a uniform rule on this sub¬ 
ject is not prescribed by the eonstitullou of the United Slates. It is manifest, that 
the manner of electing may have an esseniia! ('ffoct on the power and influen(;e of a 
state, with regard to the presidential question, by either dividing the votes, or enabling 
the state with greater cevtainty*to give an united vote; and until a uniform rule is in- 
grufiecl in tlie constitution of the Uait('d States, the manner of electing will continue to 
fluciuate, and no alicratiou made by any ono state will produce a materia! change in 
the various modes now e.xisling throughout the union. In some states Ihe people will 
vote by a general ticket; in some by districts, and in others by the logisiaturo; and no 
practical remedy probably does e.xist, competent to remove the evil effectually, except by 
an amendment to the national constitution. 

“Although this state has heretofore sanctioned an attempt to accomplish that im¬ 
portant object, which proved unsuccessful, the measure on that account should not bo 
abandoned; and as the subject has recently been brought before congress, it is to be 
expected that aaolhcr opportunity will shortly he. pri*sen1od for the legislature of this 
state to .siinclion an amendment, not only o.siablishiug a uniform rale in tlie choice of 
electors, but also .securing tlu' de.sirable object of directing .sucli choice to be made by 
the people. A more propitious luu'iod of (wincing iis proprioiy and consceqmmtly afford- 
iug a more favorable prospect of oblaining a constitutional number of tho states to 
as.sont 10 i(, I am inclined to think has not proscuited itself since tlie organization of 
tlio government. Persuaded that you as the representatives of a free people, will only 
1)0 influenced by reason and true patriotism, it is submitted to your wisdom and dis¬ 
cretion, whether, imder existing circumstances, Ihe present manner of choosing eleqlois 
ought, at this time, to bo changed,’’—W, C, F. 
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stood. A lowering* frown cliased the smiles from Mr. King’s face, 
and being observed by all produced an unpleasant pause, interrupted 
by himself when, turning to me, he said “ I think, Mr. Van Buren, 
that Mr. Crawford’s friends ought to send the Governor a drawing 
of the Vice President’s Chair.” I asked for his reason. “ Because ” 
said he, “ I presume they have promised its possession to him.” I 
replied with some feeling, but respectfully, that I could not of course 
say what had been promised him by the friends of the other candi¬ 
dates, but that I was quite sure that Mr. Crawford’s friends had 
held out to him no allurements, “ I hope so! ” on his part, and “ I 
hno'W so! ” on mine followed in rapid succession, when he picked up 
his handkerchief and walked out of the room, Mr, King was en¬ 
titled to credit for his government of a naturally warm temper. We 
saw no more of him that evening nor did he come to the breakfast 
table in the morning, but at night following he pressed me to ac¬ 
company him to a party given by the French Minister, which I did. 
On our Avay he said what was proper in regard to the unpleas^mt 
occurrence of the day before, and at the party he shamed 1113 ^ un¬ 
prompt gallantry by dropping on his knee, in my presence, to retie 
her loosened shoe-string for a very interesting young lady—^the grand 
daughter of Mr. Jefferson and my warm friend—a duty that his 
greater age should have devolved upon me. 

How Gov. Yates’ mind had reached a conclusion so unexpected 
by all of us I never ascertained. He lost a renomination and before 
I left Washington I had the mortification to see his proclamation 
calling an extra session of the Legislature in August to reconsider 
the'subject of the Electoral law.^ This served to increase the agita¬ 
tion in the public mind caused by Mr. Clinton’s removal but gave 
us little farther trouble, our majority not having then been disturbed 
as it was afterwards by the tornado of Mr. Clinton’s election. I 
wrote a communication for the Argus to shew the impropriety of the 
call, and our friends in the Legislature, on the motion of Mr.^ Flagg, 
resolved that nothing had arisen in the Eecess to justify the call under 
the Constitution and adjourned. 

1 In April, 1824, in caucus Yates received only 45 votes and Young 00. The un¬ 
popularity of Yates was .said to have been due to his opposition to an electoral law. 
Hammond writes (II. 3 60): “lie pursuaded himself that the party in favor of that 
measure, which ho knew was composed as well of the CUntonians as the people’s men, 
were so much divided in opinion about the selection of a gubernatorial candidate, 
that If he wore to place himself in an altitude which would enable them with any 
decent regard 1o consistency to support him as their candidate. In all probability they 
would do so; or if in this view of ihe ea.se he was mistaken—if he was to come out 
publicly in favor of the measure which had recently excited so much attention—it would 
create such confusion in the ranks of the supporters of Col. Young, as would, in all 
prohnhility, defeat a rival for whom it cannot be supposed he entertained much affection. 
It must have been under some such Impressions, that, contrary to the expectations, and 
to the surprise of all parties, on the 2nd day of .Tune he issued a proclamation requir¬ 
ing an extra session of the legislature on the 2nd day of August,”— W, C, F, 

sAzariaU 0. Flagg. 
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Gov. Yates’ future political prospects were by this act totally de¬ 
stroyed. Col. Young, who obtained the nomination for Governor or 
our side, not aware of Mr. Clay’s want of strength with the rani 
and file of the party in the state, allowed himself, in an evil hour 
to be persuaded to come out with a Card substantially avowing hi: 
preference for that gentleman’s elevation to the Presidency. Thi 
disgusted the Republicans by thousands and I had great difficult; 
to prevent a meeting at the Capitol to renounce his nomination. 

These antecedent weaknesses and disastrous results were relieve 
by a single amusing feature, and that was the very characteristi 
tho’ somewhat irreverent reply of Gov. Yates to liis relative. Job 
Van Ness Yates, then Secretary of State, who, designing to conso: 
him in his adversity, said to him, “Well, after all. Governor, or 
thing is true of you that cannot be said of any of your Predecessor 
You are the only Governor who came in unanimously!” “Yes, Joh 
by G—,” was the reply, “ and, it may be added, who went out unar, 
mouslyP'^ 



CHAPTER XIII. 


I left Albany for Washington ks completely broken down a poli¬ 
tician as my bitterest enemies could desire. On board of the small 
steamer that took us to the larger one that waited for her passengers 
below the overslaugh it was my luck to meet Mrs. Clinton (the Gov¬ 
ernor’s wife) and her brother James Jones. The latter said to me 
whilst we were ° seated at the breakfavSt table, “ Now is the time 
admirably fitted for a settlement of all difficulties between Mr. Clin¬ 
ton and yourself.” I thanlred him for his friendly sugrgestion—^the 
sincerity of which I did not in the least doubt—but replied that my 
fortunes were at too low an ebb to be made the subject of a compro¬ 
mise, and that when they improved a little I would remember his 
generous offer. 

I stopi^ed at New York only long enough to pay the bets I had lost 
on the State election and then went on for the first time without Mr. 
King. I was dissatisfied with his course in the election, with which I 
had no right to meddle; but, as I was not in a mood to form a very 
correct estimate of my rights in that regard, I indulged my feelings. 
1 found at New York the good old Patroon Van Eenssalaer, who with 
the Dutch pertinacity and fidelity saw in my distressed political for¬ 
tunes a reason for sticking to me and insisted on our journeying 
together. At Philadelphia we were overtaken by Mr. King who said, 
in his peculiar way, that he had been enquired of by his servant 
William “why it was that Mr. Van Buren had for the first time 
passed on without calling,” and that the only answer he could make 
to William’s natural question was that he knew of no reason and did 
not believe that a good one existed. I muttered some civil explana¬ 
tion that explained nothing and when we reached Washington Messrs. 
Van Rensselaer, McLane, Cuthberf- and myself took a furnished 
house and Mr. King j oined a mess at the Hotel; our accustomed 
social relations were, however, in most other respects, maintained. 

The Presidential canvass in the House of Eepresentatives soon 
commenced and was carried on to its close with intense feeling and 
interest. I obtained a meeting of the friends of Crawford in the 
New York delegation and proposed to them in a few remarks that 
we should abstain to the end from taking a part in favor of either 
of the three gentlemen returned to the House—Jackson, Adams or 

“ MS. II, p. 10. 

1 Stephen Van Rensselaer of New York, Louis McLane of Maryland, juid Alfred 
Cuthbert of Georgia. 
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Clay [Crawford]. I assured them that there was no danger that an 
election would not be made by others and that if the friends of Mr. 
Crawford stood aloof from the intrigues which such a contest 
would produce unavoidably they would form a nucleus around whict 
the old Republicans of the Union might rally if the new Administra¬ 
tion did not act upon their principles as we apprehended would b( 
the case. They resolved with perfect unanimity to pursue tha- 
course, and I do not believe that a single individual of our numbe; 
ever thought of departing from it: certainly not one did so depart 
Judge Hammond was therefore misinformed in regard to their in 
tention to vote in any event for Mr. Adams.^ 

On one occasion Francis Johnson, of Kentucky, a prominent suj 
porter of Mr. Clay, called, by appointment, upon Mr. McLane an 
myself, and in a long conversation endeavoured to prevail upon us t 
unite with the friends of Mr. Clay in making Mr. Adams Presiden 
Finding us unyielding, and standing with his hand on the door 1 
said that with our aid that result could be easily realized and that 1 
was not absolutely certain but thought that they could accomplis 
it without our assistance. I stepped to the door and said “ I thir 
that very possible, but, Mr. Johnson, I beg you to remember wh; 

I now say to you—if you do so you sign Mr. Clay’s political deal 
warrant. He will never become President be your motives as piv 
as you claim them to be.” He was a light hearted man and not a 
to take anything gravely, but replied with a sensibility unusual 
him that I might be right, but yet that he believed they would 
it and trust to the purity of their intentions for their justificatic 
The friends of Crawford lacked but one of being half of the N' 
York delegation, so that the diversion of a single vote from } 
Adams would produce a tie. Gen. Van Rensselaer was, throu 
his first wife, a brother-in-law to Gen. Hamilton, and had, at 
early age, imbibed his dislilre to the Adamses. He at no time 
tertained the idea of voting for Mr. Adams and communicated 
views to me at an early period and without reserve. On the niom 
of the Election he came to my room and told me he had some thou 
of voting for Gen. Jackson, and asked me whether it would make 
difference in the general result, adding that as he had uniformly 1 
me that he intended to vote for Crawford he did not think it prc 
to change his determination without letting me know it. I told 
that as his vote could not benefit Mr. Crawford it was of no 
portance to us whether it was given to him or to Gen. Jackson, 
submitted whether, as his intention was known to others as we! 
myself, there was an adequate motive for subjecting himself tc 
imputation of fickleness of purpose by a change which would 


Hammond, Political History of New York, IT, 177. 
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duce RO beneficial result to any one. He reflected a moment and 
then said I was right and that lie would adhere to Crawford. Wlien 
he arrived at the Capitol Messrs. Clay and Webster had an animated 
conversation with him in the Speaker’s room. The first intimation 
[ had of the hesitation they produced in his mind was a message 
from Ml'. McLane, through Mr. Archer,^ that Mr. Van Eensselaer had 
been staggered by the representations of those gentlemen, accom¬ 
panied by a request that I would come to the House and talk to him. 
I refused to do so on the ground that I had no right to interfere with 
liis action in that way; the communications that had passed between 
him and myself having all been voluntary on his part and the great 
disparity in our ages rendering any attempt to influence him at such 
a moment indelicate and inadmissible. Mr. Archer fully concurred 
in these views, but in a few mmutes returned with a request of the 
same character, and from the same source, of increased urgency. I 
consented to go into the House, and if Mr. Van Eensselaer, of his own 
accord, addressed me upon the subject to do what I could to dissuade 
lum from the course it was feared he would take. 

As I entered the Chamber Mr. Cnthbert met me and said that it 
was not necessary that I should do anything in the matter, as Mr. 
A^an Eensselaer had that moment assured him that he certainly 
would not vote for Mr. Adams on the first ballot. I remained to 
see the voting which took place presently afterwnirds, and was pained 
to witness Mr. Ahin Eensselaer’s obAUous agitation and distress. 
AAflien the votes of the ISlew York delegation were counted it was 
found that Mr. Adams had a majority of one. The vote of the state 
was of course given to him and he wns elected. Mr. Van Eensselaer 
at once admitted that he had voted for Mr. Adams and thus changed 
the anticipated result. The excitement was of course very great, 
and I hurried to our lodgings to prevent a breach between him and 
Mr. McLane. I found the General and Cnthbert sitting at opposite 
ends of the sofa, both much excited tho’ not a word had passed be¬ 
tween them. As I entered the former said “Well, Mr. Van Buren, 
you saw that I could not hold out! ” I replied that I had no doubt 
he had done what he conscientiously believed to be right, that was 
enough and I hoped the subject would now be dismissed from our 
minds. I then went to Mr. McLane’s room and found him still more 
stirred up and it required the greatest effort on my part and 
a plenary exercise of Gen. Van Eensselaer’s amiability to prevent 
a brealring up of our Mess. 

Gen. James Hamilton, of South Carolina, had enquired of me in 
the morning what would be the result of the vote of our state and 
I assured him as I was fully authorized to do, that it would be a 


1 William S. Archer, of Virginia. 
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tie. It had been ascertained that one of the Maryland delegation 
would, on the second ballot, vote for Gen. Jackson, and would con¬ 
tinue to do so. This would cause Mr. Adams’ vote to fall short tioo 
of the number required by the Constitution, and it was confidently 
calculated that rather than submit to a failure to make an election, 
a. sufficient number of his supporters would feel themselves con¬ 
strained to go for Gen. Jackson, who had received a large plurality 
of the popular vote. This calculation was broken and every hope 
dissipated by Gen. Van Eensselaer’s sudden and unforeseen change, 
The excitement caused by it was therefore not surprising. 

I had asked no explanations of the General nor did I intend tc 
do so, as I was satisfied he could not give any that it would be 
agreeable to him to make. But an evening or two after the election 
whilst on our way to visit Mrs. Decatur,’- he volunteered an expla 
nation which he did not make confidential but of which I did no 
speak until a long time afterwards, and, to the best of my recollec 
tion, for the first time to Mr. Clay. He said that after what hac 
passed between us he felt it to be duo to me that he should explaii 
the change in his vote which I had so little reason to expect. H 
then proceeded to inform me that when he arrived at the Capito 
Mr. Clay invited him to the Speaker’s room wdiere he found Mi 
Webster; that they took the ground that the question of election o 
no election would depend upon his vote: that they portrayed to hii 
the consequences that would in all probability result from a disoi 
ganization of the Government, and referred in very impressiv 
terms to the great stake he had in the preservation of order froi 
his° large estate, and kindred considerations. He said that his miu 
was much disturbed by these views which' he had not before r' 
gardecl in so serious a light, but that he returned to the Chambi 
determined not to vote for Mr. Adams on the first ballot whatevi 
he might be induced to do ultimately if their anticipations of 
failure to make an election should prove to be well founded. I 
took his seat fully resolved to vote for Mr. Crawford, but, befo 
the box reached him, he dropped his head upon the edge of his de 
and made a brief appeal to his Maker for his guidance in the m^ 
ter—a practice he frequently observed on great emergencies—a: 
when he remos'-ed his hand from his eyes he saw on the floor ( 
rectly below him a ticket bearing the name of John Quincy Adar 
This occurrence, at a moment of great excitement and anxiety, 
was led to regard as an answer to his appeal, and diking up 1 
ticket he put it in the box. In this way it was that Mr. Ada 
was made President. 


^ Mrs. Steplien Docatur. 
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\^ lien I spc'ii! souit* dnys willi iMr. ('hiy nt Ashhuul, upon liis 
(al'nni in lHf«, lie rallied tne eonsidc'i'alily upon tlu*. (lenoral’s vo(c',, 
and .spoke <d llu' lalior i( had cost him lo eorrc'et l.lu'. luu'esit's I had 
sown ill his mind. Al(ho' lliere. was, as I liave said, no iujunetion of 
secrecy tifxm llie ((eneral's eomniimical.ion and i(, was nu(. impossihle 
dial he omided i( (o cuahle me (o salisfy niy friiuids in r(‘p;ard h> 
his <‘ondue(, 1 yel hdl. a didieaey in spi'akinfj; of il. on aeeoiml, of il.s 
peculiar eliaraeler, and dieridhre suhniided in sihniei'. to Air. ('lay's 
pleasantry. I pou his \'isi(. (o nu‘ in ISli), he happi'iu'd one. oA'enin^ 
(o recur (<i die suhjccl, when I lold him (ha(. I had on a foimier 
(/(■(’a.sinn omided to place dial nialh'r before liim in its l.rue li^ht. 
fi’om a fecliniL>- id’ doiibl in re<i:ard to llu*. eil'i'ct, that a t.rue ridalion id’ 
die subject mi”'hl have ipioii the re[iiila,l.ion <d‘ a man whom we, 
both cstecmcfl so hiydily, but dial, upon fart.hm* ridlecdon I had come 
to the. concln.sion that as il would hi' only slren^-lhem'd in the, ])oinl; 
upon which his mci'it was most, conspiciioiis and real, that, of sine.cu'i' 
piety and honc.^ty, I Icll. that, there could be no object.ion to my 
in^ him the (hmcrars e.xplanation of his vot(‘. in his own woi*ds, to 
which he li.-.tcncd with /(real. intei*esl. 

I joined the immense fliron<i; at. Air. Adams' house' on l.he day (d‘ 

the Inaii^ui'at ion and afli'r payiiijn’ my r(‘sp<*cts to him [lasscd on to 

till' \\’hitc House to take Iea\'c <d’ IIh* redriny; Pri'sidenl. I found 

Mr. Monroe literally alone, ami was as usual kindly reeei\'ed. I !’('• 

mained an hoiii" without beiny joined by a sinyle individual, when 1 
parleil from him foi’ the la.st lime. ()w’inp; to an early and some- 
what {•xeileil diirerenee in opinion upon what. I eoiihl not but re<jCai‘<l 
as an imfor’tunati' point in his a<lmini.slration, our relations liad 
n<*\‘er been eonlideiilial. I ne\‘erlhele.ss always !’e.s[»ei*l.ed and es- 
temiied him. Altlnmyli not po.ssessi'd of remarkable lahuifs, h<‘passeil 
through an almost, tineqiialled number (d‘ ri'sponsibh*. public emplo.y- 
ments without leavin^^ a .stain upon his eharaeli'r. 

Near the elo.se <d’ this session I was pained to witne.ss one<‘ uiori*. 
the extent to which mhanein^ yi-ai's bad inpiaired the power of .self- 
cont rol for which 1113' worthy eollea/xiie had been niiieli (list iu<^uisbed. 
'Fhis exhibit.ion wa.s the more disfi’e,ssin<x on aeeouni <d‘ the phua* 
where it- oeeiiriH'd. 'Die Soeie(\' <d' Shaki'is, re.sideiils (d' 1113' native 
eounl.y, .sent to nn* tludr [letitiou to (’onyress prayinir (o be :dlow(‘d 
exemption from militaiw’services and from ot h(*r dill ies which eon- 
tlieted with their reliL’'ious faith. I pre.sent;‘d t.he Petition with 
a brief relVrenee to the eharaelers of the p(‘l it iotier.s and mox'ed that, 
if shoiihl be referred to the Committee on the .Militia. Air. Kino- im- 
mediatidv I'osc, made foi' him, a very viident. allaek on the appli- 
eunts, a.s a band (d’ fanatie.s-, and ended by a motion to lav du^ 
Petition on the table, addini[>: that it would la* but. justly liaaded were 
it. thrown tnuh r the table. 
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There was something so extraordinary, so unexpected and to all 
present so amazing in his concluding remarks, as they related to 
myself, that they failed to disturb my own temper. I was thus 
enabled to describe very calmly, in reply, the true character and 
condition of the petitioners,—concurring in the condemnation by 
my colleague of their religious views, but giving them credit for 
their charities, their sobriety and their industry,—claiming for them 
the common right to petition Congress for a redress of grievances 
even tho’ they were not real,—stating what I considered due to my¬ 
self in the matter, and concluding with a declaration of my inten¬ 
tion, for reasons which the Senate would not fail to appreciate, to 
postj)one all comments upon the treatment which the petitioners had 
received from my colleague until it should appear that he persisted 
in his opposition to my motion in the spirit which had been exhibited. 
The Senate was evidently relieved by the direction thus given to the 
subject, and after a moment’s pause, without farther remarks from 
any quarter, met the motion to commit by an emphatic aye without 
a single negative vote. 

The occurrence produced a suspension of personal intercourse be¬ 
tween us, but Mr. King’s good sense and correct feeling soon put an 
end to it. Within a day of two thereafter he approached me at the 
adjournment of the Senate and proposed to take a seat in my car¬ 
riage. On our way from the Capitol he expressed his great regret 
on account of the occurrence which I have described,—^liis strong 
feelings against tbe Shakers having cansecl him to overlook what 
was due to myself. He apprised me of his intention to leave AVash- 
ington in a day or two, never again to resume his seat in the Senate, 
and said that he would embrace that opportunity to make his ac¬ 
knowledgments for the respect and kindness with which I had treated 
him. He regarded it as a remarkable circumstance that we should 
have passed as opponents thro’ so exciting a Presidential canvass as 
that which had just closed without more incidents to disturb our 
feelings and to threaten our friendship than the few which had un¬ 
happily arisen, and that he owed it to me to say, before we parted, 
how sensible he was that we were in a very great degree indebted 
for that exemption to my amiable disposition and self command: 
and he concluded by pressing me earnestly to pay him a visit on mj 
return home after the adjournment. 

I need not speak of the extent to which my feelings were allayec 
by this seasonable and kind explanation. I visited him on my re¬ 
turn and was received with his usual cordiality. He said that som( 
of his friends had told him that I would not keep my promise U 
come to him, but that lie understood me better than they did, t( 
which I might have added that there were not a few of mine wh< 
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censured me for doing so. Some time afterwards I received a letter 
from Mr. King informing me of his acceptance of the Mission to 
England, tendered to him by Mr. Adams. I assured him in reply 
of my gratification that he had found himself in a situation to 
accept a place so honorable and for the duties of which he was so. 
well qualified, and wished him very sincerely a successful mission 
and safe return. His health, however, soon failed and in about a 
year he came .home an invalid. I called at his home in the city, 
and he directed that I should be admitted, but his old servant William 
informed me that he was very ill and suggested the propriety of 
deferring my visit for a day or two, in which I acquiesced. He grew 
rapidly worse and shortly after died, and I was thus prevented from 
seeing him again. 

Mr. King’s career as a public man, tho’ it failed to fulfill the expec¬ 
tations which were justified by its early promise, was highly distin¬ 
guished. He was appointed a Senator in Congress by the state of 
Massachusetts as early as 178-, and also a delegate to represent that 
State in the Convention which framed the present Constitution of 
the United States,, was made Minister to England by Gen. Washing¬ 
ton in 1796, and represented the country at that court until the acces¬ 
sion of Mr. Jefferson to the Presidency, when he requested his recall, 
was twice elected to the U. S. Senate by the state of New York, to 
which he had removed, and was iictually one of its representatives in 
that body lYhen he was nominated by Mr. Adams and appointed to 
the English Mission. In jiolitics he was from first to last a federalist 
of the Hamilton school. The only material difference between him 
and his old associates arose from a divei*sity of sentiment not upon 
any general principle but in regard to the extent to which upon a 
particular occasion and a special question ° their country required an 
intermission of party. He understood too well the working of the 
public mind not to know that, after the sacking of the Capitol by the 
enemy, the War, whatever might have been its -previous character, 
must become national, and that those who failed to support it would 
fall under the ban of pop>ular opinion. Viewing the matter in this 
light and moved also by a genuine partriotic impulse he dissented 
from the course pm'siied by his party in that crisis, arrayed himself 
on the side of his country and zealously sustained the Government. 
This gave him a position in the public estimation which was denied 
to the mass of his former associates and contributed largely to his 
re-election to the Senate. A man of soimd sense and good taste, 
having through the greater part of his life associated with eminent 
men, as well in Europe as in his own Countiy, he had acquired a 
thorough knowledge of what belonged to the proprieties of every 
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situation in which he was placed, and possessing withal a natural 
dignity of manner was well fitted to adorn high public stations. Mr. 
Jefferson, comparing him intellectually with others, spoke of Mr. 
King as a “ plausible man.” Although I did not consider his mind 
remarkable either for vigor or comprehensiveness, it yet struck me 
that this remark did not do justice to it. Plausible he certainly was, 
but he was also always impressive, at times eloquent and forcible. 
He generally selected one or two of the principal ppints presented 
by any subject under discussion, and applying to their elucidation all 
the power of his mind, seldom failed to do them ample justice. He 
never attempted what Hamilton scarcely ever omitted to do—^to fol¬ 
low the subject into all its legitimate bearings and bringing into view 
the collateral issues which spnmg out of it and were logically entitled 
to influence its solution, to bend the whole matter to a great point 
most favorable to his argnment,—a practice that caused Callender to 
say of him that “ he beat his guinea into an acre of gold leaf.” If Mr. 
Kin g had attempted this I think he would have failed. 



CHAPTER XIV. 


Altliougli far advanced in Federal politics I must not lose sight 
of those of my own state. I will therefore, before I touch upon the 
course of the Adams Administration, notice the most interesting por¬ 
tions of her political histoi-y anterior to the very sudden and la¬ 
mented death of Grov. Clinton. His prospects were never more 
promising than in the early part of the year 1825. His triumphant 
election as Governor of the largest state in the Union by the greatest 
majority she had ever given to any candidate, produced by a wide 
spread conviction in the public mind that he had suffered great in¬ 
justice, required only ordinary tact and discretion on his part to en¬ 
sure a continuing prosperity. The Erie Canal—the success of which 
was his richest source of strength in the state—was completed this 
season, and in the-month of Xovember a few days previous to the 
state election, the mingling of the waters of the Atlantic and of the 
Lakes was celebrated through the country lying between them. The 
re-election- of Mr. Adams was considered, from his well understood 
want of popularity, highly improbable; Mr. Clay, by accepting the 
office of Secretary of State, had for the time put himself out of the 
line of competitors for the Presidency; Mr. Crawford had been with¬ 
drawn from public life by indisposition; the sanguine efforts in 
behalf of Mr. Calhoun had proved signally abortive, and the lead¬ 
ing politicians inclined to the opinion that Gen. Jackson’s strength 
could not stand the test of a four years exposure to the public scrutiny. 
Under such favoring circumstances it was not suiqDrising that Mr. 
Clinton and his friends should have regarded his chances for the 
Presidency as better than those of any other aspirant, yet strange as 
it may seem, it is nevertheless true that the x^op^ilar impulse in his 
favor recently so strong was at the time of his great Canal celebra¬ 
tion already subsiding, and the elaborate demonstrations of joy at 
the completion of that work coldly received by the mass of the 
People. Having, as they considered, justly rebuked the violence of 
his opponents, they seemed disposed to leave his future fortunes to 
his own management and to the course of events. 

I did not acconijoany the Cortege from Buffalo to New York, but 
joined in the procession at Albany and attended the public dinner 
given on the occasion. My companion, in the former ceremonial, 
was J. W. Taylor, who was a few weeks afterwards chosen Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. Satisfied by my own observation 
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and by the accounts I had received from different parts of the state 
that the injurious effects upon the harmony and efficiency of our 
own party by the combined agitation of Mr, Clinton’s removal and 
the Electoral question had substantially spent themselves, I replied 
to Taylor’s observations in regard to the imposing character of Mr, 
Clinton’s position by pronouncing a very confident opinion that we 
should defeat him in the elections for the legislature to be held 
witliin a few' days. He expressed his surprise • at my delusion and 
repeated the conversation to Gen, Van Eensselaer. The latter in¬ 
formed me that he had told the Governor what I had said to Taylor, 
who had assured him that there was but one senatorial district in 
the state in which we stood the slightest chance, and that the ma¬ 
jority against us in the House of Assembly -would be overwhelming. 
Gen. Van Rensselaer was evidently distressed by my confidence in 
a different result for tho’ perhaps liking me personally quite as well 
as he liked the Governor, he was on political grounds desirous that 
the latter should be sustained. 

'We elected three of the eight Senators, and a decided majority 
in the House of Assembly. Although in this election the Demo¬ 
cratic pfirty acted in undisguised opposition to Gov. Clinton it is an 
undoubted fact that their prejudices against him had then already 
considerably abated. Their distaste for Mr. Adams—a strong and 
I believe well founded belief that the Governor sympathized in that 
feeling—and the fact that many of the leading friends of Mr. Adams 
in the state and a large proportion of the members elected to the 
Legislature on the same ticket with Mr. Clinton at the election of 
1824, were as hostile to him as they were to us, contributed to that 
change. Informal conferences took place at Albany, during the 
session of the Legislature of 1825-0, between prominent democrats 
and some of the friends of the Governor with a view to bring this 
feeling to practical results. The Governor nominated his connexion 
by marriage, Samuel Jones, always before a zealous Federalist, to 
the office of Chancellor, and the Senate, in which our friends were 
largely in the majority confirmed the nomination promptly and 
unanimously. It was expected that he would give an indication that 
he reciprocated the feelings of returning good will which had been, 
in various ways, manifested, and the nomination of Mr. RedfielcP 
for the office of Circuit Judge was looked to as the proof of such dis- 
]iosition. He w\as believed to be personally favorable to this meas¬ 
ure, but there was a lion in his path. Although he had obtained his 
election by temporary secessions from the democratic ranks tho great 
body of ills supporters was composed of the remains of the old fed¬ 
eral party and they never could be taught the wisdom or expediency 
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of foregoing the full enjoyment of present power with a view to fu¬ 
ture advantages. He disappointed the wishes of our side, but se¬ 
lected a democratic adherent the least obnoxious to us. 

The sayings and doings of this winter, altho’ they ameliorated 
the prejudices against Mr. Clinton in the Democratic ranks, and 
excited friendly feelings in the breasts of many which did not 
altogether subside during the brief remainder of his life, yet car¬ 
ried conviction to the democratic mind, on the whole, that he had 
become so connected with the federalists by the support he had 
received from them, by social intercourse and latterly by family 
ties—all cemented by a common antipathy against the ascendency 
of Southern priuciples in our National Councils, as to render his 
sipaport by us impossible without our° consent to an amalgamation 
of parties in the state—which was deemed neither possible nor de¬ 
sirable. I had a long and friendly conversation, neither private 
nor confidential, with Gov. Clinton, on my way to Washington, at 
the house of a mutual friend, to which we were both invited, and 
returned in the Spring with a sincere desire that he should be re¬ 
elected without opposition. My views were confined to that single 
object. I had long been thoroughly convinced that his entangle¬ 
ments with the federalists wmuld alwa 3 cs present an insuperable ob¬ 
stacle to anything like the re-establishment of old t>olitical rela¬ 
tions between him and the democratic party. As an individual I 
was influenced by feelings of personal kindness and not a little 
by a consciousness of the unintentional injustice I had done him in 
the matter of the appointment of Attorne}'- General; as a member 
of the democratic party I felt that his re-election without a contest 
would be a compliment that wmuld go far to efface the severity of 
their treatment of him in his removal from the Canal Board, and I 
saw no adequate moti^’e and some embarrassment in a contest for 
Governor in the then state of National politics. I have heretofore 
mentioned Dr. Cooper,’^ then President of Columbia College in 
South Carolina. He was son-in-law of the celebrated Dr. Priestly,” 
and himself in many respects a remarkable man. Mr. Jefferson 
expressed his regrets to me that they could not avail themselves of 
his services as President of the Universit};^ of Virginia, on account 
of objections that were raised by many of the Trustees to his re¬ 
ligious views, as he thought him by far the fittest man he knew of 
for the place. The active, probably violent part he took in politics 
during the administrntion of John Adams subjected him to indict¬ 
ment and trial under tlie sedition act, and he was on conviction 
sentenced to suffer imprisonment and; to pay a fine of, I believe, 
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four hundred dollars. The imprisonment he endured, and 1 intro¬ 
duced and supported a Bill to refund to him the amount of the 
fine—which has, I believe, been since refunded. This induced him 
to write me several friendly letters, continued to a period when, as 
he expressed it, he had not, in Quaker phrase, “ freedom ” to vote for 
me for President however much he esteemed me personally. One 
of these letters was written during the administration of John 
Quincy Adams, on the subject of the candidate to be brought for¬ 
ward against him. He expressed great respect and much good 
will towards Mr. Clinton and could see but one objection to him, 
and that was an apprehension, expressed in his usual strong style, 
that Mr. C. would he too much under the influence of the clergy—an 
apprehension founded upon an address then recently delivered by 
him before the Bible Society. Coming up the river in the same 
boat with Mr. Clinton shortly after its receipt, I informed him that 
I had a letter from the Doctor in which he was particularly men¬ 
tioned in connection with the Presidency, but that as he might not 
be pleased with its contents I would not offer to shew it to him—but 
would do so if he desired it. He was well acquainted with the Doc¬ 
tor’s character and I handed him the letter at his request. He col¬ 
oured as he read it, but smiled and said that there was no ground 
for the apprehension. 

Doctor Cooper came north the same sunnner and brought me a 
letter of introduction from Thomas Addis Emmett. I invited Mr. 
Clinton to meet him at dinner, and the latter was much pleased with 
the originality and invariable force of the Doctor’s observations. 

Mr. Clinton was, in a little more than a year afterwards, forever 
removed from the political stage by the hand of death, and the Demo¬ 
crats of South Carolina took early ground in favor of Gen. Jackson. 
To this Dr. Cooper was earnestly opposed insisting that it would be 
far better in them to go for the re-election of Mr. Adams and giving 
reasons for his opinion which were characteristic of the man. These 
were that if they intended to carry their opposition to a protective 
tariff to the extent contemplated by them, as to which as a nullifier 
he trusted that there would be no flinching, Gen. Jackson was the last 
man they should think of for the Presidency because he would be 
very apt to liang them, whilst they might hope to intimidate Mr. 
Adams. 

Having reason to apprehend that the impression that there might 
be no opposition to the re-election of Gov. Clinton was causing con¬ 
siderable uneasiness among our political friends I made diligent 
enquiries in regard to their dispositions and to that end visited sev¬ 
eral parts of the state. The result was an entire conviction that any 
attempt to ]rrevent a counter-nomination would produce serious dis- 
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cord in our own ranks and oiijjfht no( tlictvd’ort* (o Ik* math'. A consid- 
ci’iiblc nuniift'r ol’ our dclc^'atc.N tm their way to (he Herkimer conven¬ 
tion mt't. t<iiJ:c(her at toy house, Ainonn- them wana* Silas \\’'ri‘j;'ht, and 
Parley Keyes, two of the na)st inllnenlial hauh'rs of (he liarty. h'ind- 
in^ after (ht> laps('. of sonic time, lliat n«i one introduced the .''■niijei-t 
of their (’onvention alamt (o ht' ludd, tind niuh'rstandinji; (he (auist' tif 
their re‘.er\a\ I in(ro<hua*d it. in.Vself hy oltsiowin^’ (hat it was an 
extraordinary circumstance (hat we Hiouhl have been so lonij; to 
getlu'r without, a word hein^ .said in reo-!ij>,j lo {he business (hey iiad 
been appointed to pm-form, 'I'lu' ic<‘ beiiiL': tlms liroken Mr. KeVes 
expre.ssi'd a desire to lu'ur my views upon (he siibjt'ct, d'he-c wma* 
Z,*'!!!'!! without, re.serv t'. (’ommcnclny with an admi.ssion tliat 1 wouitl 
my.sidf have jnad'ci'rcd aci|uie .cence in (he I’t'-idcct ion of ttov, ('linttm 
and the ri*a oio. for tliat preference, 1 proi'eeded to inform tluun of 
(he cmiuiric:. I had made and the reudt of (hem, whicli was that I 
Was .sati iicd (hat a nomination coidd not In* omittetl wit.hout ,scri 
ou.sly <li.s(ru<'lin^ ottr jiarty and that. 1 could not urite (hat course in 
view of eiich a com-iajiumcc*. 'khey vv('re relieved ami iri’atilied by thi.s 
explanation, assurinic me that thci'e was yrcat unanimitv amouL^ our 
friend - in favor <d’ a nomination, (hat (hey had heard vvidi regret 
that I wa.- avi-r-i’ to it, ami one of tlu' deh‘j;'allon told ml* tliat tlu* 
mectinij at which la- vv a - appoiut<M{ had mnu' o far a . to advisi* him 
and his i’olleaLpic . to uominute one id' (Iumh.-.cIvc:;, if (hey could {yd. no 
other catutiilate. 

On ludn*,r adnsl v\hom they had Ihotpdit of a . a caiiilidate thev 
wilhout a ilissentiui^ voice nametl {cm. W'illiam Pa nidi up: ‘d’ U'est 
chcNter. I I'.xjtre ed the preute .( re petd for < !en. Panldinp; rayinp; 
that I vvotdd with plcasun' make him Oov'ertior if it- was in my 
power to dost), hut that, there were, in my jml^^nient, .strong' ohjee- 
(ions to hi‘: nomination. Plte place of his residimeci and hi.s widl 
known participation in (he fcidinps of hi; nciphhur.s, mlvcn.e to 
the constrmdion of the Ktae Canal, would nloiu* maki* liis sidtudion 
inexpedient, liiit there was another and .stran^^e n.s it. mipht. .seem 
to them a .still mon* formidnhle ohieidion. I alluded to the report 
nlrtunty extimsivtdy {dreidated (hat tin' Ocneral vva ; iiic snhjetd of 
a siniruhir moaomnniu in regard to hi:- phy.sieal contlition tuie well 
adujjtetl to la* made, the .siihjtnd of ridieide. Kneovin*.'; .Mix (Minton’;, 
pnadivity to that s]aH'ies of us‘-.anlt, ami huvinp on revtwal oeea 
sinus witne.s>ed hi ahilitv to make it etfertnal, I fenrial that he would 
turn this rt'port into a weapon fiu- that purpose and wind her true or 
fal.'-’e (hut if Would he in lu hand very tluma|/inp: apainst olie who 
was from other can i-. a vve.ak candidate. MMu'se remark.^ nuturnllv 
led (o a e:dl njioii me to name a euiulidatc iimn* likidv to ht* .Mirt'e.sH- 
fall. I ifphed that ume I had ehanpi‘tl mv view;-, in regard to a 
FJ7 |s:i on, L' :,'t> II 
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nomination I liad reflected much upon that question as one lilicoly 
involve our future success as a party and that I had come to <*<>*' 
elusion to which I was quite sure they wmuld not upon first ^ 

sions agi’ee, but I desired that they would hear me patiently 
then do as they thoug-ht best. I confessed that in making’ i'»''»y 
lection I had looked beyond the election of a Governor, aincl Ivn* 
been materially influenced by a deep sense of the disastrouB 
quences that would follow anything like a signal defeat in tlao 
ent condition of National politics and so near a Presidential olooi'-i* i 
in which I hoped to see the democracy of New York act an. in '^1 
tant part. °I said that I had never known an occasion on wl’i ^ 

was so willing as at present to make sacrifices to a/uailabiliU/■) oi” oin* 

on which that point was entitled to so much consideration;^- 

should be remembered that we had been overwhelmed at the 

election of Governor by a union between the friends of 

Adams and Clay, for although our candidate Col. Young, hacl <> *' t I»»* 

eve of tlie election declared for Mr. Clay and had received tl:!.© 

“of a few of his supporters, most of them had acted upon t.lAo- j >i'J»» 
ciple which on such occasions usually controls the action oi* 
factions, that of striking at the strongest, and had voted ‘i: 0 ' 3 :r C 11 i i i 
ton ^to ]!»ut down Crawford;—^that a similar union betweeii t li*' 
friends of Adams, Clay, Jackson and Calhoun had broken Hf-i it 

in the Presidential election;—that Mr. Adams had offered IVti'. < *1 111 
ton the first seat in his Cabinet, which upon his declension \ 

to Mr. Clay, and that there was, at the moment when I sp'^oiiio 
parently, a more cordial union between the friends of Oliiitoii, 
Adams and Clay than existed in 1.821, and, if we so acted as' •(*,<> < •< ii< t 
pel them to go together, that something like the same result mi g*;! it I 
produced. It was well understood that we intended to sup;poi*(’. < < . 

Jackson, and I urged that if we nominated a candidate •w’'Tio w .-t. . 
avowedly in his favor we would present to those three poliivic'ti 1 %x% 

terests the same inducements they had in 1824 to coalesce, |)ut. tli. 1.1 
having good reasons to believe that the apparent union be’fc'\vt*i»n t !*»* 
friends of Clinton on the one hand, and those of Adams C Gsi \ 

now identified, on the other, was a hollow one, if we nojixiiisi( t*«I 
candidate whom the latter would regard as their friend, axAcl \\‘c »t 61 . i 
therefore favour or be only suspected of favoring by his 
we would drive a wedge into that union that would sever it (*< >m* %, «-? 

I then named William B. Rochester as the man whose noinliutt * 5 , 
would produce that result. His father had been a partner in. 
with the father [-in-law] of Mr. Clay, and he was at that monx.i u 
his return from a Mission which had been conferred on him 1 1 11 , 11 , , 
Mr. Clay’s influence. He was also, as I remarked, eligibl^r ustf*-.* 
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in ft'^ard (o Ihc CnnuI, hud so fotulucliul hitusolf us to avoid crvtd-' 
in<>^ strong' prejudice's on (he jiurl of our I'rle'nds, und ullho’ we ini<i,'hi 
have. sonu‘. lroui>h‘ with him if ('U'ctI'd wi* slumld ])roliul)ly siu'cei'tl 
in (d(‘.('(in**' ndiubli' num to all the otlu'r Di'purtim'nts of tlu' (ilo\’('rn- 
uient unit in (luit eve'nt would lie ul'le. to previ'ut liim from doiny' 
mneh in jury to our ('iiust'. I lu'Tu'Ve'd lilm hoiu'sl und hud ohi aim'd 
a small appoint nu'ut for him from (he (lem'ral t loverniiu'ut, :ind 
was [lersonully vt'ry partial (o him r.lthoujxh 1 did not. suppose* (liat. 

1 could influe'JH'i' him a/ifainst. the*, wislu's of Mt*. Clay. 

My expeisitiem ma<h' a faveirahle impression upon the majeu'it.y 
of my amlitors, hut. \\'righ( ami Ke'ye's re'maiiu'd inunovahh'.' Tlu'y 
weiuld eonse'ut to take* Iloelu'ste'r for r/u'ute'nanl Ceive'cnor, hut. his 
nomination feu- Cove'rnor, all otlu'r considerations apart., would la*. 
Mich a surprise* upon the ptihlic (hat it would for (hat. re'ason fail. 
They lu'ld to (he old rule* of a re*a'ular pro/i;ression, ami could not. 
lu'lie've in (he* policy of starting: a new man for .so impeirtant a jilace*. 
'I'lic eihje'ction hael ue) we'iaht with nu* hut ihe*y pe‘i‘sis(e*el in it. 

I calk'd (hose yfe'utlemen hack after the* eithe'fs left, ami hee-o-c,} (lu‘m 
to think the matter o^cr ajaain een (heir NVay to Ih'rkimei- and to sae*-- 
I’ilice their pri'judice'.s aaainst Mr. Clay, whieh 1 kiu'w lay at tlu^ 
hottom of (lu'ir oppo-ition, to the* ek'uiamls eif the e’risis. 

William I<. Marcy, tlu'ii Adjutant Cetu'ral of the* State*, iun’ing 
ollie'ial htisine's. nith Ceiv. (Tmton on (he* lolloviui^ ehiy was aske’el 
what hi-; frie’mk. woidd elo at Ih'rkinu'i', and eeii his re'plyino; tliat 
they wetulel [U'eihahly make* a mimimition, tlm (hive»rmir e*\e*laimt*‘h 
in a liee'ly (eme*, “Cem IkeitleliuL’", I Mippe)-;e*!" ()n he*!!!'.*; iufeirme'el 
that if lutyhi he' lvoe*he‘sle*r, Mare*y leild me* that he* seihe*red deiwn 
unel he'came* (hem'j:h(fid to a eh'^re'C (hat emhatu'asse'd the* lattew anel 
tmlue'cel him (ei pi'eipOM* (ei postpone* Ihi'ir hm.iiU'.ss, to whie’h the*. 
Cene'rnor j'e'Uelily }is-e*nte<h .VlthoU|i:h not a.fit. to place* a vei*3' 
hi|.(h estimate* upon the inlluern’e* eef his e)ppenu*uts, (h)V. Clinton 
^aw at a ylane*t* (he* elire'e’liem in which such a miminatiem woulel 
pfiint ami the* elatiLU*!' (hut weeidel fleew from it. Ke*ye*s and Wh-iylit 
ae'kneiwledge'd (ti me* afte*rwards that ihe*y .;aw the* matte*!* in the* 
same li^ht lK*feire they ti:ot tei He!*kime*i’ und u <‘d the*!i’ iiillucne'e npem 
Ihe'ir arri\al tei .see’ure* the* miminalion e)f Uoe*he.te*r which was. 
maeh*. 'rhe* matte?* weirke'el a: we* ant icipale*el. The* noininalieui 
W!?s ri*pnte‘d te? liavi* he*e'n maeh* Ihreamh the* influi'ne'e* of the* Natieuml 
Aehninistr.'il iem, and (hat I'epoi’l i*ec(’ivetl net eeent i-jidii-t ion fi’oju 
M':ishim.d‘>u. 'Phe frail cor,! iliat muted (he* latle*!* with the* Clinton 
iatts wats ^^appe•d. and eould :ie\er have* he*cn re*imiteel If Mr. (Minton 
had liveel. I'kic iiiaeiv day afte*?* (he e'h'ctiou, Hoe*he‘s(e‘r w?is sup 
jirtse'd tei !ia\e* liceee*detl, and ( eoV. (Milttoli was (imillv feiimei tei 

* .Silafi WiIkIU, Jj'., iiinl la’fh'.v Ke'^e**!, 
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have been saved by the votes of our friends on the Southern borders 
of the state, given to him and to our Candidate for Lieut. Governor 
because they were the open friends of a State Road from the River 
to the Lakes along that border, the construction of which Mr. 
Clinton had recommended to the Legislature whilst there was rea¬ 
son to believe that Rochester would entertain different views of that 
project. 

We gave to Rochester a faithful support but had not much reason 
as a party to grieve at the result. We carried the Legislature, and 
every thing except the Governor, and cleared the way for our suc¬ 
cess in the Presidential election. I had been doubtless in some de¬ 
gree induced to reconnnend the course that was pursued by the 
circumstance that my fe-appointment to the Senate of the United 
States would depend upon the Legislature then chosen. But I am 
very sure that the influence arising from that source was subordi¬ 
nate to my desire for the promotion of the cause I had heartily 
embraced and actively supported. The readiness with which I had 
before sacrificed high official station for its success must go far with 
candid minds to sustain this assertion. 

I received daily accounts of the feelings of Governor Clinton 
during the time when the election was supposed to have gone against 
him from one of his most devoted friends and I can say with per¬ 
fect truth that I listened to his account with no other feeling than 
regret that circumstances beyond my control had compelled me to 
contribute to the result he so painfully deprecated. Of this his 
friend was well convinced or he would not have made his communi¬ 
cation to me. In explanation of the supposed loss of this election 
and of other adverse results in his political career the Governor 
said to this friend, who was an old democrat, that he had by the 
force of circumstances been connected with a party which was under 
the ban of public opinion and whose unpopularity would render 
their support disastrous to any public man. The suspense as to the 
result continued, as I have already mentioned, for several days as 
we were not then favored with the facilities to convey information 
we now possess. On the last night of its duration, the Governor’s 
friend to whom I have referred, called upon me in high glee with a 
report that Steuben County, from wliich we confidently expected 
more than one thousand majority, had, in consequence of the State 
Road question, given more than that majority to Mr. Clinton, and 
wished to Imow before he communicated it to the Governor what I 
thought of its truth, and effect if true. I told him that I considered 
it an improbable rumour, but that we had all along been apprehen¬ 
sive about that part of the State—that it might be true and if so that 



Mr. (Million was undouliltMlly na'li'clwl. Ih*. literally ran " Troni nu* 
fur fear tbal some other person mijirhl. antieijiate him al. the (}ov- 
('rnor's house with the g’ood movs, 'The next morniiur ln'in^ Smulay 
a f(‘w momenis lu'fore 1 stnrtc'd for ehnreh 1 heard tin*, sound of 
du', shaim hein^ blown oil', siji^nalini;- the arrival of the Stnitheru 
boat, and imnu'tliatcdy afli'r I saw a busy frii'iul of Mr. (Minion pass 
my winclow in hot- hasti'. in lht^ din'elion of llu‘. (lovi'rnor’s resldtmei',. 

I direeh'd (hm. Marey''s attimtion to him, sayiny; that, the steam¬ 
boat. had, I did not doubt, brou^'ht.the news from the. Soulluu'u t.ier 
(d’ eount,i(‘S whieh reeleeted the (Jovernor, but, this he did not. eia'dit. 
As we walked to tlu" ehnreh I told him tlie mystery would be solved 
by tlu' halts arrival at ehureh of the (hivernor and Mrs. (Minton. 
.\ftei- eonsitlerabli' proyiav..-; had been made in the serviees (hey ar¬ 
rived ami Ml’:'.. (Minttm hatl im stumer sidlled hersidf in her M'ut, than 
: he turnetl lowartls us and favored us with a look which iudiici'tl 
Marev to whisper to me that, (he tdeetion was indeed lost. 

MMds idectiou ardently as it was eontestetl ami iutimse. as was tluv 
exciteuumt. eausial by its elo luie s, did not- ill tlu' least a^yravattv 
(he piditical hostility (hat had lon^' existed bt'tween Mr. (Minton 
and (he democratic party. He did not (he lives respect (hem for 
ha\inii* supported with ^•oml faith and ’/.cal a nominee who was not, 
at. heart the object of (iieir preference, ami the yreat addition to 
his previous prcjudici'v; a^aim.t .\dam.s and (May madt* by (he con¬ 
duct of (heir fi'iends in the recent elections went, fai’ to neiitrali/.e 
his antipathy toward.s hi;, fair and open oppommt ;. 1 had every 

reason (<> Indieve (hat such wa;; the ca e in re'rard to my.self per- 
.sonallv. A It bo' not a word had ever jia s.sed between us, idthcr 
directly or throuidi friends, he was imuie to under.stand, in what, 
way I ne\ci’ knew but have ^oie.o'sed (bat it was thro' Mr. Knowtu', 
(he father in law of (»en. Marry, the nature of my feelings townnl.i 
him [(’liidonl and the extent to whieh I had been willin^j^ to to 
place him on an etjuul footing with his eompeiu's in tlu* Presidential 
canvass, and In* appreciated correctly (he iii'i'e.ssity wliicli oi'crrulcd 
(hat di.-’position. 

M'ho {‘lei'tion ptrci'd a .sutlicient majority of my friends in both 
branches of the la'/j^i.slntlire to sei-tire my reappointment, to tin* 
Senate ni^ailisl. all oppovitiou, yet I had (be be ( rea,‘;on to believe 
(hat. yreat. ell'ort . were made by (be friends nf the .Xatioii.al ,\dmin 
islrution to prevail upon tlov. (Minton (o miile in an attempt, to 
prevent my return, and (bat be pi-omptly and detinitiveiy refused to 
do so, .Some of bi.s friend • over whom he bad (la* most, inlluenctv 
voted bir me and I wa;; itd'ormed by bi.s aid, (’ol. Bloodpaal,* that. 
;i d:iy or lu(t bid'nn- bi’ died he h;ul .spoken of me in kind and eom- 
prnnent:irv term-.. 
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'I'h,'U .i-hHi:'!<>u «,1 ti.T|‘l v 
(if lh(‘ <iiivi'riittrV. •.itti<iru dr.ith. I’Mhti. i! rualry^ 

ijHUiH'iiL was hiishcl ttn- a »‘a-."U :tu.l 

liy IV<'lin_JXs ()1 ' iiii't'rs* rc‘*rt‘t, 1 lu* alrit iii;'' »>! aii^ 
uwakaniu/if <'l <'harity atui \ui|'atk*,' nt fhr liiinuyj 
])rcsaiici' Ilf sh’uth i-. alwa\ ■ a ‘nafriul Miiij.'. f ^ 

tlu' lit'ih'vnlciit. miutl, anti wla-n «1‘'' '* ftl*''? arc 
.suthic-n i'ltfSf <if a {muninant anti influrini.il itunlin 
in u I ca Ti't' i*, it is IH > It’ ' 111 a! t (‘1 * • i ■ a f» f at f *• ai ! u 
uuH'tint!' of tlu* rujirr'’rutat* in t .attnc, •• fnan 
York, i*i>nv(‘iu'(i fi*r tlu- jiurj'ti <*1 luy ihuir 

(ti’cnsidn. t!u* f"lliiwinn la-tuaik- unc ni.itlf Yv nil'll 
insert fi’t'in a repdft juiMi hfi a? tlu* tisiu- 

'ritf limti'nililf Murflu \ .in t'.nit n s'-f * ■ uiltli'tv 
in lilt* r'iit"\Uis. : 

Mr. (’haii'iu Hi ' \V<- till ( I'f'. .i . .|tct’(, 

<nu' lulf n'f'Vi-runr atu! lU-fiSi,MU .tc-n f>'nf'4 • .o ^■. !’«• 
of our lirotlui'H h.Uf X f.ijitt . 1 '. {•>,'.« ' • 

Hiou (tf our toollo,- ; aiol I tot^c, lu U’S' o. .• .-f ffo-ir ■, 
what hsr; ufrurn-ii i.i iu>*, .< • I’S-a.-r «•> ■’■ >s.; xfi'UNi 

mil It to t Id* I xO 'Ul* JM! i"S! of tSo lu.-. f ■ , I !■• s • f(i lUk 

hrirf rciuarlo., I fan •a\ uxflau,-, ..f six »!■ . • . -I >!,.a ts u, 

nU. To all ho Uo. pot I • ..4 s- s ■ . of x 

falollluri.v. Ii''‘Ui "tir t’.irUo « U *. a > *. s xj 

ilt^' aoai aiol :r>Mt hU'Su-, . unu wUl-li th >- tx haV<o^ 

of .Voai’s, hiTii sioUt!"'! !>« li.o |' ■ i * /rout 

also kuowa ttt .t.xu ail; ito'l !'■ oH I a» l itiiiy 

Mlhjt’ci cull iloi-n.o hx 4 i,- ‘ .-i !• , • i^.oo Pi* 

lollic. All xtlu r cxi; . 1 ? t-'l. > -4 »-f <! : ! fu«‘t 

JiUllHc llJ!]iroM-JU>-Ut ol' fh>- .i.«- i-, <A ■ . i com 

auilluIO'i* xl lo <! , .i:xl ; t ’ , t 4 UIn 

oil'pIcc'., )■ o; H-.-if iU., }.. an any 

{’lory !o an,’, naua- Ihii, ,i. !. ■ h> • . ■.4 y ?. ; life- 

1 ‘ontlllt'f ll.llC hc.-otiic flic I‘lxx<-j!. xf ; . ^ .jjjll j 

(o tliidhr (tl.it hi ‘x!,- t'.!ll*!x * It.i j. i.. ' u4l ol’ 

tftoti'-lu C.iOfixf t.iil fx lx. (.(I 

catlOo! toif i>Sio" !■* ■ • * or, <• 

ilU'i a»ii"U, at M* » r c,f>! . i:.»Vr 

(ici'cascil ao'l Jo,to*. »<! ». { • ; : 1 _ ... IIJC i 

toclalli’liol.\. -.at., r.xli-;., !-. .a, . • . he < 

dcl'ca'* mI ul'.x JcH .ci'l ■ .xv.'• s... » ' ' • . 'si dlt' 

wlioll.^ !li-c Irxf.i ‘l< li Jux ' >,.• ; .,1 )ii 

haired. Ihd ii. x‘L. • i, .,.-,1 i' , - .>,110 1 

.il Ilix' c < xili tx;. I . 1 4 ■ • . ‘ 1 

h','. ilic \,1 4. ,4 . , . ; ; I '■ -.,11 *% 

olio !h .u'(, ; ixl4 i , I . ' ‘ , , . ’, ^ ■. if,< {> 1" 

■ -.1 tU< 

’ • •■ar:*'' 
ivrs, ' 
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luiiiii* aiul our wuriiu'sl j:ralituih' I'cir his t,aa'a( and si.aual l''<>r luystdl’, 

sir, so stroiitj, so siiiiau'o and so iMia.'i'ossinj.': is tlud I'tsdina', tliat 1, wlio wldlsl 
living iiovor no novor oiulod Idui anylhina; now dial !ic lias I’allon, am 
Ki’t'ally toiniilod to (*nvy Idni ids ^u’avo witli its litamurs. 

or this tho imist uilliotina' ‘d’ all lii'rt'avianoiits tinil has ration upon his 
wrotolii'd ami (iosimndont I'andly, what sliall I su.\ V Xotliiaa' thoir arit'i’ is too 
saci'od I’tu* dosiM'iptloii justlco oun iiloiio ho dtmo to it hy tlioso do<‘p ami 
sllotd, hut amaib.lnfj rtadliips which on thoir account pervade (‘Very liosoin. 

Mr. Van liurcn thou suhniltlcd tlio fidlowin.a rcsoltdltui: 

The I)oh')Li:nt!od rroiii tho Stale (d’ Xow VorU to tin' Soiialo mul lhaisi' td' 
Uoprosi'idalIves td’ tho ('oiipiross id' llu' Ifnitcti States, liavim; Ijeon Int'ornied 
<d’ tile sudilon di'alll td’ lit' WttI tUiutiUi, late (lovt'l’nor td’ that Statt*, I’eel It 
iliii' to tile oceasioii, as well as to liieir own t’eolinas, to uulti' with Hit' pi'opli' 
the.\ represt'id, In on iit't'Nsina tht'lr ilcep unit siucert' stau’ow I’m’ u tUspensatlou 
ol I’roviilonco which lias, in the laiil.sl id’ active nserulncss, cut id'l’ I’rmn the 
M'laicc of that Slats', wliost' prouilest ortianiont he was, a Ki'oul niaii, wlio 
lac* Won anti rielily lieserveti tho repututhai ol’ a tllsl InjJiulshcii puhllc hone- 
I’aclor. 

Sea'-*itd\ htipresscd witli respect I’m’ the memory ot’ (lie lllustrlmis di'inl, they 
wiil wear till' usual hail,W' ul’ lumu’hlfi.d t’or tldi’ty thiys; ami they reiiiiest 
that a copy id' thc'.c, thoir ]a'oi’ectllnas, lie cminmmlcalcil to the I’andly ol' the 
ilccea'.eil, with an assurance td' tliclr comlidenct' at the prcalcst horeavemcnl 
iliat could ha\i* liel'aUeu tltciu on thh; siitc the crave. 

.Vftcr n Ini)-.!' of nim’t' thnn u ([tiurti'i' tif n coiiitiry ttiul nflur liav- 
lit”: ctijtiyml tlu' htglu'sl political ilist inci ions known (o tnii’ .sysiem* 
I can (filly stty (hat. I ftn'l upon (ho :'dtl)j(‘f( now tis I t'Xprcssml tny 
.sole I hoti, 

iMf. ('linlon’.s political iidviuiccnK'nl. did not.reali‘/.t* oithoi’ the an(if 
ipatitnis of ills I'jirly fritunlH or jiorlmps his own cxpcctnlitm.s. i’nl 
!u‘ loft (nn’os upon tho timos in whioh ho livod wliioh wt'i’o mado 
Indolihh' iiy hi.s oonni'otiou with tht' frroat. Ihdilio. W’ork <d’ his po 
riotl the Krio ( unul. In till tho rohdions of privitlt* lifo his otut' 

dnot and charaotor woro, if noi fanliio.ss, cort,ainly withoiif jit:d. 
repi’idioh. His .social hidiits for a .staison t'Xcilt'd (ho, upprohonsions 
td’ hi.H frionds and wore uuulo tho snhjoot of nnfavoridih' oonmtrt' 
hy his opponout.s, hnt tho formor won* di.spollmi tind (ho lal(or roftitoil 
ht'foro Ih' ilit'd. His talont.M art‘ udinitltMl to hast' Iioon of a hin,'h 
ordor and wore favorably oxhibhod in his writiiip;.;; hi.'; spocohos 
also woro oari'fiilly and \vo!l oonstruolcd Inti, dolivon'tl in an awk' 
ward and nniniprossivo nmunor. He no\or oiijovod oxionsivo popit" 
hu’ity with tho tnio-.scs. allho’ thorc oan l»o no doidil of his tlc.siro 
to !U‘i|niro it, am! tin- failtU'o td' his olhift . in that dirootion ha.s fn-on 
vai’itdhdy aoi’oiiiilod for. His ollioial oomtnimtcidions woro (illml, 
.somdiiuc. oscrhmdot!. witli expositions and rt'oouiimdidutions ol 
lucasiii'c . whit’ll he (Inuiirht oaloulatoil to suhsorvo puhlio and tnh 
vunot' private intorc'd... lli friciul * |rotn‘t’dlly iilIrii>n{oii hi.« want 
t)f popularity to tho statolino.v. uud bcuining’ hauteur of his mun- 
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ners, but when the limited extent of his personal intercourse with 
the People is considered the correctness of this interpretation of re¬ 
sults so diffused may well be doubted. 

In this matter of personal popularity the working of the public 
mind is often inscrutable. In one respect only does it appear to be 
subject to rule, namely in the application of a closer scrutiny by the 
People to the motives of public men than to their actions, "^en 
one is presented to them possessed of an ardent temperament who 
adopts their cause, as they think, from sympathy and sincerely re¬ 
gards their interests as his own, they return sympathy for sympathy 
with equal sincerity and are always ready to place the most favorable 
constructions upon his actions and slow to withdraw their confidence 
however exceptionable his conduct in many respects may be. But 
when a politician fails to make this impression—when they on the 
contrary are led to regard him as one who only takes the popular side 
of public questions from motives of policy their hearts seem closed 
against him, they look upon his wisest measures with distrust, and are 
apt to give him up at the first adverse turn in his affairs. The 
process by which they arrive at one or tlie other of tliese conclusions 
is not easily described. Feeling has of course more to do with it 
than reason, yet, tho’ sometimes wrong, it must be admitted that 
they are much oftener right in their discriminations. Jefferson and 
Jackson were favorites of the character I have described, and justly 
so. Clinton was not. For his conduct in regard to the Erie Canal 
lie received from the public all the credit to which he was entitled 
notwithstanding the unfavorable criticisms that were made as to his 
motives—criticisms of which we would not have heard if that great 
public service had been rendered by either of the statesmen I have 
referred to. A. striking illustration of the truth of this view was 
furnished by the fact that when he was for the last time a candidate 
for popular suffrages he was not as well supported by the people on 
the line of the Erie Canal (making allowances for their political 
preferences) as his competitor, a young man who had rendered no aid 
to that great enterprise deserving to be mentioned in comparison 
v/ith his own. 
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(’ircuinsi muH's oct'iirrcd in (lu‘ suiunuM* of I his ynnr whinh froiu 
ilu'ir lu'arin”’ upon a ^^ivui pnlilin (iiu'stioii arc (k‘scrvin<jr of nolii’c. 
d'iu' animal j)i*tiiit)n nl’ (he luamifacturi'i’s {<> C'on“;rcss Un- incn'ascd 
protecti«m, pia'Si'iitcd at- tlu* prc\'ious .session, resulted in the rt'pnrt 
of what was called the '* Woollens’ Bill, llavinji; proiniscil to ata-oni- 
pany a fritunl on a ^ isit to the (’on_*i're,ssionnl ('(‘ineliu-y, 1 was ahscnit 
from till' Sc'iiate when tlie Bill was reached and rejected hy the <’asl ’ 
in”' \ot(‘ of N'iee Bresident Calhonn. My uhsi'invi was ussnined to 
ha\e l>een intentional aiul was nnnle the jLjroiind for tin', usual news¬ 
paper \ itn[ii'ratioin ai'cordinjj^ to which my deliinjiieney was ^o’cat ly 
a^^’ra\ntetl hy luy aceonijianyinix (hui. Ihunilt^m and t'ol. I)ra 3 don 
to Soiilli Carolina at the elo v‘ of llu' sc'-sion. \\'hilst. at- (’harl{‘^iton 
1 I'l'ceived a letter fi'oin Complrulh'r Marey urf^iu”' luy inunediatn 
refiirn to arrest tlu' nsi' that our opponents wma* uialvio”’ of (he ma¬ 
terial. with whii'li I had thus supplieil them. Ilasin<j( had somo 
e,\pc‘ri<‘nee uf his propensity' In t'rtuiL-^ ami heiny; withal not. reunly to 
eoinply with hi.', unrea .miahlr rei|nes(, I replied (hat if my standiny; 
at home wa . nut sutUeient t<i pro(ia-t me ayain.st. siU’h assaults it. was 
not wiu’th pia'serviny and that I .should not Inu.ten my return for 
.such a purpo e. On my way honiewaials I learned at- West Boint- 
from a rtdiahle aiilhoi-ity that (he 'I’ariH’ eliampion .Mallary had in 
fonmal hi.-: friend;, that it was (he intention of the I’roteetioui-ts to 
ilenounee my course at u State/rarilV Convention which was (ti meet, 
at Alhany within a week m* two, and that my' ohl friend the Batrinm* 
hail ayrei'd to preside at (he meeting. I immediately determineil l(» 
face the a-ssemhlaye ami to speak for my.self, hut. w'ithout eonununi' 
{’atiuy my intention to a Muyle friend. 

'ho the \ery uhli- i-xpodtiou of (lu‘ system and (he pi-rsir.tent 
a.s.saults upon its inju-tiet' and impolicy hy thc‘. New ^■ork Kveniny 
Bo.st, (he country i •• more indehted for its linal ov(‘r(hr(jw, in (hi.-i 
stat(‘ at Icit’t, tluiu to any other sinyle inlhumee. 

On (he morniny (d’ (he d'arilT mectiny at (he (’apiiol 1 .Mmt for 
niy frieml Beniamin Knower amt ('harie - hh Oudley, and for t!u' 
tii’st time infoi'iiusi (hem (d my intention , and asioal tlieni to neeom- 
jiauy me. 'I’liey vehemently lauuon .(rated ayuin.si the j)roj)o.s<*d 
^.tep and told iiie th:i( they hat] heen t’ldiahly inforini'd of tlu' inten* 
lion to pa a vole (d’ lam ure upon my eoiir.-.e in reyard (o (hn 
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WooIKmis Hill,’ and lhal al(ln)' IIumh* wniiid In' nian\ id my |nilitiral 
friiMuls at (lu‘ iiu't'liiii*’, a \’t‘iT lar/J,’f* majtn'it) \sonlil In- rni'uiu' uliu 
Would avail IIumusc'Incs of my |)i'i‘M‘ur(> lo makt* tli<* |iriH'i-i*dim' mure 
humiliating’. I aii’r('od witii liu'ii’ opinion a-, to tlu' mrdnati'd a. 
sault, hnt. ohstu'Vi'd (hat it wouhl not In* I'tmtuim'd in flu* Ih-porf 
of tlu^ (’oiunnU(‘t‘, as W('il (tt .'^avi* tlu* h*rliuy.. ot m\ irirml at tin* 
(’oninu‘iu‘(Miu'nt as hocaiisi* (Ik' nuinatiVf-: uotdd know that (h-u, \ an 
Ih'nsschu'i’ would not niako himself a party to aielj a lu'pojt hv a 
(lommittc'o of his appointing, tiiid (hat as the fen au-f, for tim .t* it-a 
sons, wotild doulitless he reserved for a motion to amend, at (he 
close of i h('. proeeial inf's, if I could nnexpeetfd! \ appear he Jure them 
aft,or the. ori>’anization of tlu* met'tin*; I vM.uld l.dve ui\ eiiam-e for 
'wind was doin' afterwards. 'riu'V .•"till ohjc-ited, hut were of eour e 
willinj,*' to f’o with me, and after asi’ertaiiumr, hy u me-, eurer tli . 
jiatehed for that purpose, (Ind the ursemldam- w .i ord.mwed hu d, 
work Wt' n'paired to (he Capitol. 

My appt'aranee (a'i’asione<l e\ idi'Uf -airpri'e. 'I'lie ‘'.,od Ihitrooii 
who ju’i'sided asked me (o talu' a seal h\ In . ,ide, wlueh I u- pert 
fully dcelincd, and eho.se an elieihh* po dion in the > lowd. Af 
th{> t'ud ol c\'('i’y speei'h the e\es of the u emhlaof wne dneefeil 
towanls nu‘, hut I waited until every oue had ■ polit-n who d-' seed to 
do .so, and 1 (lien atldre-'sed (he iiu'etiu*' for ne.irh two hous , 
of tlu' speeches pI•e^ imrdy made eoidaitie.l or in iun.ded .-iioimh in 
justify UK' in rei^ardiner m\ .elf a aeeused td' delinipien.-j, m the 
nuitta'r of the \\'oolletr. Hill and ihu. to open (he who!.* addeei. 
I was listened lo thrtiuydiout with ih-nt hid lepeetftd aflejU-ou. 
IhiriujLi: till' whole tilin' my friemi Ivnowri- at dueefh hrf..i.- and 
with his eyes iixed upon me, and when I pok,- of th.' u.iji fie.- 

tlud had heen done to me he was o miieh mined a to .if^j of the 

attention id’ the mei'tiujLU He was tlu-n e\ten-nel\ enrnod so tie* 
piirehasi* of wool, hut hi'inir a Hcpuhlieun of llie old > ho,.! ui I 
withal n sin^mhirly tipriLdit man and ini-ere fnend. fho ,• lii,.- 
ities had not yet heen allVeti-d liy the ardent pm .of of m ..s. ’,. Ai 
a later puriml he .separated from mun\ of hi rasU fi h ud . ;oi, elf 
iunong’ the rest, in eoiiseipiener of their anti ta,ni! opiiie< , haf .i 
short time before his death he addre ed V'e a letf*-r leol-fe with 
(he .sentiments anti (lie spirit of his he t da> . 

At tin' close (d’ my speech Mr, d. 'rown.end i ‘,.n in *, ..I J-idre 

Spi'iieer ninl a rich mannfaeturer, cxpre-.-ed a de ijv to pi i ..f 

thunks to me for it. hid . ome of hi more ■ a*/a-ton j 
liid not think a ta\oi’nhly (d‘ it.s prohafile eth'- f, infei f. n-d u.d *« 
ruled him. d’lie meet ine' dir-oh ed without utifloi.e h.- f ; di,r 
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said or (loiu\ and wo niovi'd down S(a(o Slriad. froui tlio ('apil.oL 
with ovt'ry indicatit)!! of ('xultation on tln' part of luy IVicnids at. its 
ilvHotU'nn and <d’ (loji'ction on tlio otlii'r sidt'. 

Mr. Knowor ouiiu' to nu' in the oviniinii; and told luo. that, on his 
way homo from iho ('apitol, Mr. Wood, oiu^ of his wtiol hnyiM's 
and a smisihU' man, said to him -“.Mr. Knowor! that, was a \('ry 
ahlt' spiM'<di! ” “ \’os, vt*ry aldt^!" lu‘ answonal. “Mr. Ivnowor!" 
a”;aiii said Mr, W'ood, alM'r a oonsidoi'ahh' paiiso, “on which sid(‘. 
of tho Tariir <iu(‘stion was it.W’ “ “ d'hal; is tho vi'ry point. I was 
thinking about wlion you iirst spolu* to mo, Mr. W'ood!"’ ro]iru>d 
Knowor. 

I ha\(> frotiiamtly laam told and havo always ludlovtal that I roll. 
dcr<‘d much sorviiH' to tho <‘au>(' of truth by that, spo(‘oh, but this 
coin-or.'sdion hi'twoon two intidligont ami inti'i’oslo.d nio.n wtndtl 
.'•i‘<'m to indicali' that dirootno.x-. on all [loints had not boon its most 
prominout baituria 

In tlu' ooiir.M' of my romarks 1 Innl rt-finaxal to tin' fact, by wa}*' 
(d' putting mysi'lf in good oompany, that tJio ('hairman (d‘ lh(^ 
.Mooting, my \i*ry good friinid tin' Pat room had boon also al)sont. 
fr(»m his ; t‘at in tlio I barn of Hoprt'st'utat i\ ('s whim tlu' W'oolon's 
Pill pa*.-od that body. 'I'lio roo(dlootion td’ thi.s fact, and ospooially 
la} roforonoo (o it, bad mado him (fuito tinoasy in a position which, 
as I undor.sto(jd, ho had proiui.sod, o\i'n boforo lu* loft Whudiington, 
to aoonpy altho’ ho had not. hot'U appri;.<nl of tho iutt'uliou to a.ssail 
mo. In Ibo o^oiiing, being do.sirous to ;;oo how bo had rolishod 
tho prooo<'diugI pr(^po.so<l t<v (<ou. I'homa.s Pinokiu'y, (d’ South 
(‘nroltiia, who had oal!i*d upon mo, a \'isil to tin* .Manor llouso. 
W'o found < Ion. \'au Konss('laor in iho act of gi\iug Mr.-;. \'an Ivons 
M'luor an aoi’ount of tiio mooting and our arrival ori'atod an om 
barra•■.^mont, tinploasaiif ly ob\ ioiis to la)tli of us, that made nu*. 
rogrof that wo lunl int(‘riaip(od him. 

I hat| stt.tainod tho prolootivt' policy by my voters and spoi*obo.s 
tmd(*r instructions iff tlio Lt'gishdnro, but. tin* more I booanu' ao- 
(|Unilitod with its true oliai'aot(*r and with the views id' its advocate;, 
tho more m\ ropuguain’o to it boonmo st roiigj honed, (’ompt'llod t.o 
regard it is a ■y. tom oipnilly unwise and illiberal, ki'pi on fool by 
polif ieians to M'oure the support of a ehi id' men whose .‘:ellh.h 
:ippetife iiiere:i-eil by indulgence, 1 bee:ime sitieorely solicitous for 
its {»\erl lii'ou 1 but experieuee lia \ iiiL'" • be wii that it bad ne<|iiired, by 
the plausible preienoe upon which it- was irfainetl, a hold upon the 
public mind whieb eonld only he loo enod hy degri'cs and hy means 
which would not roll e (he prejiidii'c. of it iipporter.s, 1 tjo((‘rmim‘(l 
to :i r;iil it in (ha! form. Whatever may he thought id' till' morality 
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of such a conclusion it was to my mind quite clear that an obstinate 
error like this, fostered by positive private gains to a busy few and 
promises of individual advantages to large and influential classes 
could in no other way be successfully combatted, and I considered it 
a case in which the end would justify means so little exceptionable. 
President Jackson pursued a similar course, and, as I know, for 
similar reasons, in his Maysville Veto.^ The great influence which 
that Message exerted in overthrowing the entire system of Internal 
Improvement by the Federal Government, altho’ it was only directed 
against a part, is universally conceded. How much was done to¬ 
wards correcting public sentiment on the subject of high tariffs in our 
state by the course I pursued, it is not for me to say. Governor 
Marcy, who will not, by those who Imew him, be remembered as a 
flatterer even of his best friends notwithstanding this instance of 
exaggerated praise, in a letter to me some months after this period, 
referring to his solicitude as to the political effect that must be pro¬ 
duced by the tariff feeling and his apprehension that it had disturbed 
his relations with Mr. Wright, wrote as follows; 

There was last spring a more than half formed opinion that you was hostile 
to tlie Tariff; this opinion was settling down into a conviction accompanied with 
some excitement and was doing (or rather was about to) infinite iniscliiof to 
the cause of Genl Jackson in this State, when, at the most aus])i(!ious luoinenl 
that political sagacity ever selected, and by the most successful effort that 
talent ever made, you destroyed in the speech you made at the Capitol all the 
works which long premeditated mischief had contrived, and the industry of 
political enemies had been many months employed, to raise up for the prostra¬ 
tion of yourself and the cause you had espoused.® 

In every subsequent National canvass until my final retirement 
from public life my Woollen’s Speech (as it was called) was made 
a prominent subject of a partizan agitation. It was denounced by 
my opponents at the South as proof of my being a Protectionist and 
by those at the North as proof of my hostility to the system. So fre¬ 
quent and continued were the applications for explanations that I 
was obliged to have an edition of the speech publislied for the benefit 
of my friends at the South. At the north its drift and design wei-e 
soon understood and in the end favorably appreciated. 

In the fall of this year Thomas Addis Emmett was seized with 
paralysis whilst engaged in the trial of a cause, and died almost im¬ 
mediately. I was one of the opposing counsel in the cause, and as 
the court adjourned on the preceding day he [Emmettj expressed to 
me his surprise that we had kept our suit—^the claim of Bisho]-) 
Inglis, of Nova Scotia, to the immense estate called the Sailor’s Snug 
Harbor—on foot so long, but added that wo could not prolong its life 

1 Message of May 27, 1880, with veto of bill authorizing a subscripl ion of stock In 
the Maysvilio, Washington, Paris and Lexington Turnpike Company. 

= This letter, Marcy to Van Buren, 1828, Jan. 29, Is the Van Buron Papers In the 
Library of Congress. 
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beyond twelve o’clock of tlie next day. Wlien that time arrived I 
followed him from the bar to the stove, whither he had been called by 
an acquaintance, and said “ Well, Mr. Emmett, the hour has come and 
we are alive yet!” “ Yes,” he answered—but you cannot live much 
longer! ” Immediately after my return to my seat David B. Ogden 
said to me “ Look at Emmett! He is going to have a fit! ” I looked 
and replied that it was a mistake. In a few moments he repeated 
the alarm more emphatically. I went to Chief Justice Thompson, 
before whom the cause was tried, and informed him of Mr. Ogden’s 
suspicions. The Judge observed Mr. Emmett closely, and replied 
pleasantly “No! No! Ogden is mistaken—^his under lip hangs a 
little lower than usual, but that is natural to him when he is writ¬ 
ing ! ” At that instant and as I turned towards my seat I saw Mr. 
Emmett reel in his chair and extend his hand towards a neighbour¬ 
ing pillar. I endeavoured to intercept his fall but without success; 
he was carried to his house and died in a few hours.^ 

I* had considerable professional intercourse with Mr. Enunett, 
admired his talents, and always found him liberal, honorable and 
just. His conduct and character as a public man are Imown to the 
country. He soon lived down the censures and hatred which pur¬ 
sued him in his emigration and were for a season troublesome, and 
died universally lamented as an honest man and faithful citizen. 

There were circumstances in the life of my ill fated friend 
Samuel A. Talcott, connected with the same trial in the course of 
which Mr. Emmett died, which lead me to take here a brief notice 
of his brilliant yet melancholy career. About the year 1819 I 
chanced to see a number of articles in a western newspaper criticis¬ 
ing and censuring my course in regard to a public question, the 
marked ability of which caused me to make enquiries in respect to 
their paternity. I soon ascertained that they were written by Mr. 
Talcott, a young federal lawyer of Oneida County whom I had 
never seen. Happening afterwards to be on the same boat with him, 
on our way to attend the Supreme Court at New York, I sought and 
made his acquaintance, and finding him undetermined, on our ar¬ 
rival, where to lodge, I invited him to accompany me to the Parke 
Place Hotel where I usually staid, to which he consented. The 
house being very full I ordered a bed in my room for his temporary 
acconnnodation. This arrangement led to frequent conversations 
which impressed me with the highest opinion of his character and 
intellectual endowments. I told him one day, between jest and 
earnest, that he was misplaced in the political field, and that he 
ought to be on our side. At the moanent I had not the least idea 
that any consequence would flow from the remark, but I soon dis- 
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covered that he had thought seriously upon the subject, and wa.g^ 
desirous to talk farther with me about it. I gave him a very un¬ 
reserved account of my own political opinions and, as far as I un¬ 
derstood them, of those of the mass of my party, and pointed oiif' 
to him the reasons why his chances for fame and public iisefulnef^J^ 
would be increased by joining us; but advised him at the same tinio 
to come to no hasty conclusion—^to think the matter over delibex'- 
ately at home, and, if he found his way so clear as to alford n- 
reasonable confidence that the change when made would be satis¬ 
factory and permanent, to make it—^if not, to stay where he was, 
for I had too much respect for him to wish him to adopt a tin if* 
serving jiolicy. 

Some weeks after this I received a letter, from him informin^T 
me of his intention to attend a democratic meeting and to av(>^v'■ 
his adhesion to our party and that I might rest assured that 
had not come to the conclusion without a solemn resolution tli:ib 
in politics as it was his first so it would be his last change. 

His great talents soon made him conspicuous in our ranks an*! 
as early as the year 1821 he was appointed Attorney General < > f 
the State in the place of my successor in that office Thomas - 
Oakley. The selection of so young a man and so recent a con ■ 
vert from the federal side drew down considerable censure upon { 
Council of Appointment from disappointed candidates and tlunr 
friends and not a small portion of it was diverted against myst'. I f 
on the suspicion, better founded than usual, that I had exerfct'tl 
myself in his favor. I felt no uneasiness about this, as I was ct'i* 
tain that it would soon satisfy all disinterested friends that it wum 
the best selection that could have been made. This he ac(!omplislit*t 1 
in a short time and very thoroughly, and whilst the man, who Hsu 1 
busied himself in an unavailing effort to get up a Legislative mc'crt 
ing to denounce us for making a federal appointment, himself joints I 
the other side, young Talcott attained a solid popularity in <> 111 - 
party and an eminent professional standing. 

But these bright prospects were destined to be early blasfxul I »\ 
habits of intemperance, which grew upon him with fearful rapi(lit \ , 
and filled the hearts of his friends with sorrow. The wane of 1 tV. 
profes.sional fortunes, before his fall, was protracted by the respt','* 
which he inspired as a man and by the admiration which he corn 
pelled by his remarkable professional talents and acquircmc* u t ■ 
After the fell disease had made great progress his clients, unwiil i n 
to dispense with his services, often resorted to the expedient of tot 
listing the good offices of some mutual friend to remain with 1 1 i n. 
and to keep him for a time from the intoxicating bowl. Many 1 j j 
stances of this were known to me of which I will notice a few. Uin i 



Mil'll training: (which he peri’cedy uiulcrslood ami aiilod as far as 
his inhrm nature would allow) ht' made an ar^-umenl. in the Su¬ 
preme" Court of (hi‘ United vStates which callm! forth the stron<j;est'. 
applause of (’hief dustiee Marshall and all his brethi-im, n-really 
excited a numerous and intellijLtcnt audience and attracted th(‘ atten¬ 
tion of {lu‘ country to an almost unprecedented extent. 

In a very important (rial lad ween the State of New ^’ork and 
,iohn rlacol) Astor, in which (’hanccllor Kent. Mr. Webster and my¬ 
self were employed ns Uoimsel on behalf id’ tbc' State, and Mr. Wal¬ 
cott repivseuK'd it ns Attorney Ueni'rah it bccana^ necessary to have 
a consultation in re/xard to seviu’al diHieidt quest inns of law which 
arosi' in (he ease'. We agreed to meet at the ('hancellor's ollice in 
(ti'cenwich stn'et, and Mr. 'I'alcott was to cidl for me on his way 
down to the appointed n /uii jroii.s. When he arrived at. my room 
I was ••diockcd to thid that he w avery much intoxicated and iakin,i!f 
his arm I led him past IvectiU' street, down which lay our direct 
routin Us fur us the Battery, and there walked with him to and fro 
for n lon^ time and heyond the hour fixed for our meidinfi;. \\'lien 
in one of our turns we eume to the ^':att‘ whieh wa.s nearest the 
(‘huueellor’s ri‘.idenei', he looked me in the faec and. expressin<x hy 
a ruiile his eonseioiisuess of my ohjeet, .-aid “I think it will do 
now I” “Wei!," I replied, “ if 3‘ou think .so we will ^^o 1 " 

'The 111 her pud lemeti had lun'ii waiting for iis and he at once jiro- 
eeinhul, US his olliein! station required, to stale the several iiueslions 
in their order, the dinieiiltics of luieh, and the manner in whieh lie 
Ihoii'.dd it best to deal with them. lie did this in so full, ahh' and 
vi\id a manner, as to leave us nothiiux to do hut to adopt his reeom- 
meiulatious. After lie left us to fultill an appoiutmeid, the C'haU” 
eelior and Mr. Webster express{*d verv earnestly their ndmiruiion 
of the puieral nceuracN' of his views, the simple power of his Ian- 
jijfimm*, and hi.s extraordinary familiarity with qiie.stions asali.stnise 
and ditlicidt us any in li'gal .science, 'Fliey referi'ed also with deli" 
caey and obvious sincerity (fi their rep’cf at hearlujL!; of the nn- 
favornhle impressions whieh exisfeil In repird to his hahils, hut, 
not one of tliem dreamed of the narrow escape they had just, had 
from an exhibition of them. 

In the suit on the (rial of which Kmmeil fell, whiidi wa;;, as I have 
mention(‘d, an aetion hrou^dil by Hi.-hop lujidis of Nova Scotia for 
the rccovinw of ri*al estate in llic cilv of New York, iwcii llicn of 
l^rcat Value and now worth several millions of dollars, 'Falcott wa.s 
one (d* his a- oi’iafe eounsel. 'I’hc Hi-.hop ehtimml as heir at law of 
tlie. lust i>wner, Mr. Ihuulall, and the defendant (‘Inimed under his 
will, hy uhicli (he whole property was devised as u charity for (he 
.support ami comfort of nyeil and inlirm .seanum. Wo contested this 
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devise as illegal and had, for reasons not necessary to be stated here, 
satisfied ourselves that if ve could obtain possession of the property 
we would have no difficulty in maintaining it. During the early 
stages of the trial, Talcott was in an unfit state to come into court, 
and his associates under the lead of Emmett, desirous to avoid the 
issue on the validity of the devise, had for several days managed 
the defence in a way wffiich shewed a determination to rely on their 
possession as a sufficient bar to our claim. On the day before the 
sad occurrence that filled us all with sorrow, Talcott walked into court, 
looking fresh and well, and took his seat among his associates. 
After some conversation between them Mr. Emmett asked the indul¬ 
gence of the Court while they retired for consultation, and gave as a 
reason that they had imtil that moment been deprived of the assist¬ 
ance of Mr. Talcott by his indisposition. As they walked out I said 
to Mr. Ogden, nw associate, that I was quite sure that Talcott would 
induce them to produce the will, but he thought that the opposite 
policy had been too firmly settled. The first thing after their return 
was Mr. Emmett’s offering the will in evidence. 

We were defeated and I had the curiosity immediately after the 
trial w’^as ended to ask the Chief Justice what he would ha^^e thought 
of the cause if they had not introduced the Avill. tie replied that, 
assuming from the course pursued by the defendant’s counsel that 
they did not mean to rely upon it, he had considered the cause in 
that light, and had come to a very decided conclusion that they 
could not prevent our recovery on the strength of their possession. 
I have therefore ever thought that the chances were at least equal 
that if Talcott had not come into court that large estate would 
have gone in a different direction. 

Within an hour after the fall of Mr. Emmett I took a long walk 
with Talcott and pressed upon his attention the vacancy in the pro¬ 
fession naw" ceitain to be created in hFew York by Mr. Emmett’s 
death, and the fact that he was the most able man in the state to 
fill it. After tailring some time I paused and added that there 
was but one obstacle to his success, and that he must understand 
what I alluded to. He said he did loell understand! I exclaimed 
with vehemence—^‘‘is it not possible to remove that?”—to which 
he answered characteristically, “I can try!” He moA^ed to the city 
and endeavoured to break the hold of his insidious enemy, but in 
A'ain. In the cour.se of a few years he became an inmate of the 
Hospital for the Insane where he died. Thus perished, alas! how 
ingloriously, a mind of the highest order; a counsellor of well earned 
and brilliant distinction—the best black-letter lawyer I ever knew—; 
a man of the purest personal character and friend the most sin¬ 
cere. 




CHAPTER XVI. 


Of the action of the Federal Government during the adminis¬ 
tration of Mr. Monroe I have nothing farther to say, but I cannot 
pass without noticing two visits I made to Virginia during his 
last term, the incidents of which were interesting to me and tlie 
relation of them may be somewhat so to others. It seems unavoid¬ 
able in writings of this kind to make oneself to a great extent 
the hero of the narrative, although the offensive intrusion of “ the 
eternal I ” is as disagreeable to me as it can be to the reader. I 
doubt not that when Mr. Jefferson feelingly exclaims in his auto¬ 
biography, that he is tired of speaking of himself, he disclosed 
the true reason why that work was not continued to its proper 
termination; and I am continually tempted by the same induce¬ 
ment to bring my story to an abrupt close. 

I paid my first visit to Mount Vernon on the invitation of Judge 
Bushrod Washington to spend Christmas Avitli him, accompanied 
by Gen. C. F. Mercer who had been the bearer of the invitation. 
A closer acquaintance confirmed my impressions of the purity of 
the Judge’s character, and I was agreeably surprised by the vi- 
Ancity of his disposition. His mental qualifications were of a highly 
respectable order, and united to the simplicity and franlmess of 
his manners made his society peculiarly agreeable, and his cordial 
hospitality assisted by the Herberts,^ Mrs. Washington’s nepheAvs 
who besides their other accomplishments sang remarkably well, 
made ours a merry Christmas. Mrs. Washington had been a long 
time bed-ridden, but the singing drew her to the head of the stair 
case and it was delightful to see how much this circumstance ex¬ 
cited the Judge’s sensibilities and added to the general hilarity. 
In the course of the evening we availed ourselves of the fine weather 
to take a stroll on the lawn, and leaving the young people to their 
amusements he led the Avay to a coA^ered Avalk in the adjoining 
grove. I spoke of the extent to which my interest in the beautiful 
scene about us was enhanced by the associations, to which he as¬ 
sented and added that my observation reminded him of an occasion 
when he paced that walk as we were now doing, but with a more 
troubled heart. 

“ I received ” said he, “ a letter from the General ” (his invari¬ 
able synonjan for his uncle) “ in the spring before his death rc- 
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questing Mr. Marshall, as he always called the future Chief Justice, 
and myself to come to Mount Vernon. The court was sitting and 
a compliance with his request of course inconvenincnt, but it never 
occurred ° to either of us to postpone his business to our own. Our 
brethren of the bar readily acquiesced in a postponement of onr 
causes, and we started, as was the fashion of the time, on horseback 
and with no other wardrobe that what we carried on our persons. 
I mention the latter circumstance because of an accident to which 
equestrians are peculiarly liable, having occurred to Mr. Marshall, 
which frequently exposed to view the nether extremity of his shirt, 
causing infinite amusement on the journey and much embarrassment 
at Mount Vernon. On our arrival in the evening, the General took 
me into the library and informed me that he wished Mr. Marshall 
and myself to offer for Congress at the approaching election~Mr. 
Marshall for Henrico district and myself for Westmoreland. As I 
resided in Eichmond, altho’ my p)roperty lay in Westmoreland, 
it might be safest, he said, to make a partial removal there to satisfy 
the law, which could not give me much trouble. 

“Having explained his wishes and briefly assigned his reasons 
he desired me to break the matter to Mr. Marshall so that he could 
have our answer at supper. I called Mr. Marshall out, and on this 
walk we had our consultation. We had of course the strongest 
possible desire to conform to the General’s wishes, but could not 
bring onr minds to any other conclusion than that to do so in this 
instance would he destructive of our prospects in the pursuit we 
preferred, and injurious to our families. Altho’ it was not so with 
Marshall, I was myself deeply conscious of an unfitness for politi¬ 
cal life. It was made my duty to state our objections to the Gen¬ 
eral which I did very earnestly. He heard me through without 
interruption, and then answered in his usual gTave and emphatic 
way—“Bushrod, it must be done.l” With this I returned to my 
friend, still lingering in this grove in painful suspense. We re¬ 
sumed our walk and finally agreed that me must comply with the 
General’s wishes at all hazards. We returned to him and informed 
him of our assent to his proposition. He expressed his satisfaction 
in very kind terms and said that he was sensible of the inconvenience 
to which a compliance with his views might subject us, but was 
certain that he had asked nothing from us which he woiilcl not have 
done himself if our situations had been reversed. We left Mount 
Vernon early in the morning and returned to Eichmond with feel¬ 
ings of great anxiety. 

“ I had entered upon the steps deemed advisable to qualify myself 
to represent Westmoreland when I received a letter from the Secre- 


" MS. II, p. 65. 



la!y <*r Staff iiifnnuiiiL':' lii** iha! I’l-.- iiltaif Adam-, had appnintfd uif 
uiif <d' flit* .1 ti-1ii'f - nf thf Sii|u'i'i!t!* ('titiii uf iIh* I 'ldicd Suitfs, and 
I ua ■ ad\i t'tl hy ihi* aJtif Ifnfi' that a i-u-iaiit I'uin i \s a - tit he lifld 
Ui (iforida in it : iinft a tinif that it umild in* Uffr ,ar\ (d (ai't ini 
iiifiliatfly for that -iat** if 1 ai’ia'iitrd fht- ulliff. 1 l.mk iht* ullifial 
naih unmcdiatfly, fhn*u my .idf into tla* . ta'y* rnarh, prnrccilfd (n 
< and infinaufii flu* t itnifral fianu tiuit plarr nf nhat I had 

ditin* Jitid tny j'fu uji < fett' duinj*; if." 

f hniffid \\*ii ddit',''! uii difd in fht* lunnlh nf i )i‘i’(’in!H‘i' in ilif . aiiif 
\faf.* Ma!’ h.d! niiflfd f"!' thf Ihauirit di ft’iff. ua fli-ftcd and 
nnidf hi.N jti'dlt admii'fd .*.|tfrfh in dnhnn'n of flu* adniisii.’f fat inn fiu* 
it i-niir 1* in till* ca i* nf.Innafhan Iv.'hhin , uhirh rai rd hini a! nuta* 
!n till* til' t r.in!», in fhaf hndu Ih* ua . uj>{><)inti*d Sfi’rntafv td’ Siaft* 
i'\ \li*. \dant . nil f >(«• 1 ftnnt a! n f'riinnt h I I *l<'ln*f inn', and. ist f Itfrnfs* 
thf fud nf in Iri'm, f "t'.ff dn lift* uf thf I nift‘tl Staft'a, 

I It ts n.-d In f hr dnd '* ’ 11,11 tati\f \uih mtrir t i'll! u itu a painful 
«• nl fur datfri !•> hirh it linf.rd that I im. \\'a hiuntnji had 
hrrji r\pn rd nf it. inudiu* int,i»hrd in thr nMifls. t nf party, at that 
tunUtriif a. 5 .;n!rH{ a thr) Inur i-trr '.t dan,“ff ffnin u. Iiirh, 

in till- ill fJ (if d'h> pl'uv idrnrr nt find, lir hid hmi UlthdraUlt !i\ alt 
tali) and nf hrftt 1 r pfruiat ui r d«-af h, \n man rnt>*!tainrd a nuuiiri’ 
rn r nf vdiat !*rlnuin*,{ {n hi pn H inlu pn r rd lunl'r rl f rniutuand 
fif mnld hr mnfr jnuU fn Jiulifr pri i ma I ff.diuu !n tin* pulilii' 
inuMj than f it n, \\a hnn‘!*in. 1 h*- r iif'h ti.iif had al! In-rH Irik 
,J r {\ rV lilhlf rd ! n t hr rniu f nf t hr f I ) Um \ ra I ■ nf h I aduii lii I 1 ,i I luU, 
a url! a ill in nl» ri|urnt rrtiifmrul, \ur r a it pn ihlr fliat :in\ 
rvtrlif uf pr!' nluil iinf tliem rnuhf f\rl' hfinn' hi liund fn ■aiirfllU) 
pnhlii’ nsfH au'i* > tlmf hf diti nn! mti I’irniinn \\ iuditur V.nuhi hr 
htatritriul !<i {hr tauinfr). Ill* V, a < ri a nnin, and a. .n>'li nlijrrf 
{«! .niiir r\trnl !n t 1 .«‘ pm !ui! and iuiirniitir nf hi natlU'r, in»! iltr 
fafr nf hi frrliiij( di'M'rthfd hv Jndpr W'ii .ldnnfnil af ji prrind and 
Utidr! rjlrlHn t IU. r <* Its.in .p!» inli {»i f hrU' rnUtinilrd !'r ffaifil . 'dvr . 
It fra nil In ippi'rhftid that Irail hr h\r»l iulirrj* hi i \vi r atr! rjf 
iiiipn rd ir-.ftvr wunhl Inivu lirt'ij ftirlluT and farfltrr tdaX'd niild 
In- uititld hat.f InTnini* tnurr tiruply iiunhutl m fhr .nr>i-\ intilliri 
(if part) titan ua*. tn Ih- du afrd in tutr u hn at that nuunmt pn <• rd, 
V\ i(h fair if atiy rXri'ptjnH, fht* Uafnt atl’rrt sui' md lijr pnt .d ihr 

uhnlr I'tnintrv. 

W'lm ‘ :Ul think v, ilhnilt Jt.lin Upnu fhr mu rijiimrr , uf hi utflt 
dfaual frnja fhti m ..d‘lr pn ifaut « ht>’h iiiadr thr arjrd apprila 
tittii nf l*‘afhrf nf hi ( n a.'r,.pfahk- tu all Ida finintt'\ ttim 

in>i tlir In nf vdsirh Unlthl h:)l.r Inl.hr.l lint ntllv tHtf Hi-fuf) htlf 
nni-.Ui Nafntr it r| f nj •m,* nl thr- hindifr I jdnl ir 111 huth. W'lin 
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that has been enabled to comprehend the violence of party spirit— 
to know that the influences neither of religion nor of kindred nor of 
any other earthly relation or situation have sufficient strength to 
avert animosities or denunciations between partizan belligerents, can 
regret that Washington’s fair fame was snatched from farther ex¬ 
posure to that fiery ordeal, or can hesitate to acknowledge that the 
goodness of Providence which had, for his own and his Country’s 
welfare, directed all his actions through his most useful and brilliant 
life, was scarcely less signally displayed in his death. 


('HAPTKK XVII. 


In 1 hf t'(iurM‘ (if t lu’ u iiUrr «)!’ 1 1, ja I he Piv i:i! t-lni' • 

tioii, Xinian I‘'.tl\\urti*H. uiu* i»f [in- Siatafiu- lu . fttnii t!u‘ 

stati' uf Illiuni>>\ r.i*! in luutiuu tin* l.uuuu P. pint, li_\ ruu in;'; to 
hn {)nl>li‘'!H‘ii in thn “\\*a‘Jiiu|/!on lo'jHibiiran,'’ m )\ loi-ral 

iirtirlcs -.ii^niMl wifli tint o iiutiul*, in Ahinh Mr. (’I'uv^ foial \\;n. 
rliar‘{t'tl v\ith <’ul|ialiln mi. ii!anu^'t’i‘"'ii( oi tin- |iu!tli«’ t’mn! • at tllf 
fcrcitt ant! ri’inotn jimnt . in flm Wf .fci n t o!inti’\. IPniUi.' tUii-. 
'own hi - foil, lie ttlitaiiual titnn M*. Momnf tin’ ajtjtointuanit tsf 
Mini'tff t*» .M«‘\ii’o, ami afft*r tlic uitmiuatum Inul luam inmlirmtal 
ami In I'tmuniN .ion ilflivfivtl him, In* rut tu tin* SpnaUnr itf tin' 
IloU-.n ol Ivfpi’f'a’ntat iu*-. I’tijut' oi I In* t* art ii’ln u it Ij a lot tni’ a\on 
ill”’ liim-flf thn author tsf thtmi ami allirmum that ilm fharrn . they 
ftiil!aitn-il fitiihl hr u|ijiortt'il hy h'i'ai jiftitsl if the Ihsii n ilirnftfil 
thmr ui\t‘ tiyatioji. At thi . fay.* in thf |<i tsfi-ni itu!' ami a holt 

tu;u* IifftiTf thn t'lo n of tin* >' ion ho tartnil on iii .Mi ntiu a. 

• uminy frttm tin* naturn ttf hi. nh tryn ami tin- i fmol rm-.. of t hn 
(ilat'i' from whifh thr In tinnms w-i l*i hn oht.iinnil (hat thn mat 
tnr ftiuhl only Ih‘ .antrtl on in tin* in.-r ;iutl inlnmliny that Mr, 
('ranfonr. fncml-. m .trail of niuny, tln-tr attrnliou I'l thn nlnntiun 
.••lionhl iiml thnir timn rnyy’o' mhI fstr thn IVw montlm uhinh ynt rn 
mainntl Itnforn it wa . to tukn jtlanr in ilnfi-mim**’ him iM-forn a nommit 
(i*n of iin n .f lyat ion. 

(htvnrnor I*‘lo\il of \’ir|jinia, a politinul frinmi of Mr. t’raufonl. 
imufil in fanfl\ for ainh a l■olm^l^ii-n, utui tuu- «a. flniiftl hy Mr. 
Sjinaknr ('lay ihim nlf a riuil naminiatn} with nijUal linlinany ami 
th: I'tft nm. If ua foiojio f«l ot .lOnu of tlm nm I rn .{in’t ahh* mnm 
hfi' of till' Hon t\ \ 1 /: (hi\. Plo\il, ami Mr. Uamloluln of Wryinia, 
ami Mr, Otti-m of .Muhuma, frimuh. of C h’au forth Uaiui‘1 Wh-h for 
nml John W. 'PaUnr, ■ upporlnr. of .\(lai!r., I'aluartl IJiin;*; ton, nho 
was in fa\or of (Inn. Junk .on, ami < Itm. MnAiihur, of (ihit», a 
frinmi of ( ‘lay. 

'riic pnhlin miiiil was yifatlv honkf<l h_\ thn ruthln.. im • of thn 
attank ami v,a. prnpartal ft* timl it nufoiimintl a. \\i*Il hnnam.n tif thn 
ctiii'lni’t atal inputatiou ol it aiuiior a ot Mr. (*rau foriP’. n\nmplar\ 
nharantiT. 'hla- C'.muoitfnr .I'lUui'il imilarU imprn nj ami niJnrntl 
upon thi' iimiintliafn mt,.- fiuaiion ami l•onl|llt■tntl it thrjni»fhout in a 
.Kpirif ami nitli a ih-ni'f* of iinf'.irt iahl \ that rnlinntnil thn hijtt!u'r*l 

Ihl 
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honor upun (hoiu aotl .. 3 

hrrn -I'lfiMinl. Mr. (‘r.iwl'-ir.i u; ,0 fh.- i r. h^, ,1 .i- 

wiiicli Iniil l)rotU'’li( looi t«* hi'-ith’ v.-\ |u:\,-.l hu'.i .i!t 

cntii'i'Iv ctt' the u (■ of hi ■ .lurni‘< t'.-' h>'f Jrif linO'ou. 
frirnih- worn nf r»»ur i* rf;ol\ tn roniii-r at*.} a t o*'! iuft.u i 

with tin* jiro|'rii<tii' nf i!»‘ir pn Stiuj. , h-j f!.>- Ml- ; ...u- 

dll' hauil-; tif hi ('hif'f ('ho'k, .V hiii \ H »'hn- . '- h'* dj fh.trionj 

(lilt irs with htirlif y a in 1 coii iHnOi.if !• .il t;}!i . 1 hr I tr I r Oi-r, h h 'fh 

ahno I aIhuo'thrr jn'rparoil h\ lh« !.!n , fuitli lui'.l 

a|ijilaii-t- front friintd ao<l foi'-,. \\ lot t tf ft o-. 'uifo-r I'.u 

tuiatUMulfh tn. it <liil not i uirh- i o h r»i!,st 

ti[ion (he ooininot of .Mr. ('raw fold’ ai i-u t-r, .j l. ttoi - ‘aln. h I 
\ cry ilcsirotr. it • hoiihl |io c and to whch I f<n.L •.lur |itn 
rcfoHcih* oiir fritanl iMto were n.tfttr.iHy rAojt.-d tad {u si* si 
natif. 

d’lit* ('oiiUsiif tee imntcdiatci} tic y.if, L.-d fh«" 
after Ivlward , t^ho juii .ocii h!ii< ht(c> r i.rsdird t.i i» oa Ir 
to M(‘sifo. I'Mwuri! find h'ff fie- |.i.. r. nf it.a ..f th.- rt *• in 
hainl-'. of lii- on in lau, ^tr. ( ‘oo!^, flc-a 4 nc-utl-rr of (Munir ■, 
holili)!^ in his huiul the \otc i»f Uliuo: . tii>on f!if I’l,- idri.inl 1 

(ioii in tin* {loll c uhcrc it w.i nhoo ( i<if m. O "’.oishi hit 

ht‘ dct’iilcd, and with ftic I'unmn," .md nm ^ u.- , 

at’trrii’d all Iun act ion in thr jnittrr hr in'.{rnf!’i. {dcr.f •‘■rci 
liaiirc (ut tliat (hrctim tanre: Ituf sn flo t*... h,- 
'The t’oiolnii tec at i-hic*! f licin clu- ttflhruffn f.d ;fi, .tffli.-.h 
hcforc I'idward’ return and. ti» incimf hua fjos , iniHi'inn 
(Vaufortl in the jnthlir e fimafiou at ...rifiral a y i d.l, mole 
puhli hi-tl a rc'jiort,' in inri. ‘U.-i itmn hi, .ou.lr.rt fr>»in 
.she'hte f in»|ieaehlne(if. 1 he\ hoilrUT flionnltf it |<Itt|icr to* 

I'Mu ai-d,. an ojtporl unit \ to }..• heard .ind t.. that eutl adjou 

In meet .-neain after flie eh- c td' the j..m v. !*. it he e\.im 

hilt jifoieil nofhim^ to r-haiu'e tin* i har n f-T ,4' fh.- ii-|)ort w 
wa rcallirmed. {},• ir- ijoied hi a|t|'o!!.fi!;, ,i.ud uu. inti 

in^doritm . retirement, 

t hir friend'-, Uunr dt*'iron that I hooldiemun if W'a hui 
until the ('ommit tee fear emhled, I |ient ft.,.- mtem.-uinr tm.e, 
the mifouniment of {*01451 v in niaknu" a m d 1 !, td lonn 
temjilaled (o Mr. .Ictfer'on, :ietMim|(anie«l In lo-'., M Ih 

i on. Altlio* nffei in,'-'at the tina- from the |.ie nie ,,f |,rr!miai \ 
liarra.'-. menf ■. {iroimht n|ion him ItV re jiun ilehtie, mein red fi 
ohi irientl, Mr, Jidler on rerei\ed ir with nnilfrif.-d rordialit}, 
exel'leil liilu el! 'hrrrtull} aud lieaitl}', to I.ith« our Ml’-Il a, 
=i''l''- Ih- had Known and hi'dili, e fe.-mrd (tow DteKeroiit ' 

*U|-|ICJ{ (iT ,■( I ..a.JiuSt. 1.5 !.»<. ni,S,::«, t J.r . I.-!* «< 5!1 , ^,> 4 , a. Nm. il' 
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]u‘. r<'si(l(',(l iii- I’liiladi'lpliiu dui'in^’ (lu‘ most sloi’niy i)cru)d of ilic'. 
iiduiinistnition of rlolui Achims, and lu' lad'ann'd in a livcdy l)iif tol- 
(.'rant spirit' to many .s('(*iu's (d‘ tlios(‘ siirriny tinu's, in not. a' fi‘\v of 
which tlu' (Jovcrnor had himscdf lu'cni an acini’,-■ such as his ac- 
companyiny Dr. (’o<)))('i’ (of whom 1 have spolom) arm in arm i.o 
jirison upon his conviction under llu’. sedition law, altho’ at. the, lime 
Kccorder of tlie C^ity,- and to various (‘xcitiny articles which liad 
uppc'urcd in tlu' Aiiroi'd, newspaper, suiiposial to hav(‘. h(‘en written 
by (h)V. Dicki'rson. 'riie c-i-alilicalion of i.lu' latter in lindiny tlu' 
most, interest inn’ (‘V(>nts of his early political life thus I)rou/j,i!l. step 
by stej) under a sort', of coinnieudatory revii'w was iinconeealc'd and 
jileasanl to witness. On llu' nc.xt and suhseciuent days, leaving tla^ 
Oovenior to he eiitcM’tained by our host.'s ^rand-daiiyhler, an lU’- 
(‘omplislK'd and very an-reciahle yoimy; lady, now iMrs. Coolidye,* 
of Boston, (whose fiil.urc' hushand jiaid his lirsi \’isi(. to la'.r while', 
W(' were at Monticello) wi' employed our mornings in drives ahoiil. 
the' u(’i<j(hbourhood, durinp^ which it may well lx*. iiuay,'ine,d with 
lunv much salisfa<’lion I lisle'iicd to Mr. fli'llersou's coin'crsalion. 
His imposinn: appearance'- as he' .sat. iinco\'('r('d lU'.N'e'r we'ariny; his 
lull, except when lu'. h'ft. the', carriage' and ofli'ii not then and ihci 
('aimcst anel impre'ssive mamu'r in which he. spoke, of men and 
thiny;.'-', ai'e'3‘e’l as fresh in 1113' re'e’olh’clion as if thi'y we're* ('.xpi'rii'uccs 
of \'('sle'rda3'. I ha\‘i' ofti'ii rejironclu'e! my.si'lf foi’ ha\'iny omit leal 
to make nu'moranela. of his e)ri^’imd and always forcible oh.sers'a- 
tions and neve'i’ more than at tlu' prcse'iit. moment. npp<'rniosl. 
in m3' mind is (he* recolle'ction eif his ('.xemptiou from tlu' slijL!;hte,sl; 
remains td’ ])arly or per.sonal prejudice aii'ainsl tho.se*. IVom whom 
he luid dillered diiriti/^ tlie stormy pe'i'iod of his public’ life*, '’riiose*. 
who like m3'se'lf hael an opportunity to witness Ids remarkahle fre'e*- 
(lorn from the' c’ommon re'preiach eif political diireri'ne’e's would lind 
it. elidicull to elouht- the siiu’eril.y of the', lihe'ral vie'.ws lu* e'.xprc^sse'.d 
in hi:; Inaiiyural .Kelelre'.ss in re'^ard I.0 partie'.s anel i)arf,isan (’on- 
i.e'.shs, 

d'he bank of the Unile'd State’s was at. this fiiiU' in t.lu*. pk'nil.ude' 
of its ))ower, anel Mr. rh'irer.son Nvas mue’h elisturhc'd by tlu' sane 
t'ieins whie’h its pre'le'iilieins ri'ce’i\'e*d from i.lu'. dee’isieuis of the. Su- 
pri’ine Court, tinde'r (he h'eni cd' Chief fhislic’e' Marshall, which lu' 
re’ixareh’d as tendinn- to (he subve'i’sion of the', re'pulilican prine'iph's 
ed’ (he (lovernnn’ul. lie I'.xpre.ssc'd his helic’f (hat. the' lilc (I'uure*. 
of tlu'ii' oilie’cs was cah’idate'el to turn the’ minds of (he* ,fuily:(‘s in 
that diri'e’tion, and that- the', attention id’ e)ur youn»' uu’D could not. 
be nuu’i'. usefully empheyed th’.ui in consitlering (he ino.st eHeetual 
jeredee’t ieen a*i'ain.st the* evils which Ihre'ateneel the (hiintry 'from 

> Mhisi Kill'll Wnyli'H Uuiiiltiliih, Itilo Mrs. Jimoali Coollelgex 
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that source. He spoke of the power of Impeachment with great 
severity not only as a mockery in itself, but as having exercised an 
influence in preventing a resort to a more thorough remedy, wliich 
lie thought was only to be found in a change in the tenui-e of the 
judicial office. Annual appointments, as in the New England states, 
were, he thought, the best, but he would be content with four or 
even six years, and trust to experience for future reductions. Fresh 
from the Bar, and to some extent at least under the influence of 
professional prejudices, I remember to have thought his views ex¬ 
tremely radical, but I have lived to subscribe to their general cor¬ 
rectness. 

In a speech in the Senate delivered years ago^ I referred to the 
Banlc of the United States as having been the great pioneer of con¬ 
stitutional encroachments, and our subsequent experience has con¬ 
firmed the justice of the remark. It is "worthy of notice that since 
that Institution has happily ceased to exist we have not only been 
exempted from any such overwhelming pecmliarj^ convulsion as 
those caused by it, but the Supreme Court has occupied itself with 
its legitimate duties—^the administration of justice between man and 
man—without being, as formerly, constantly assailed by applica¬ 
tions for latitudinarian constructions of the constitution in support 
of enormous corporate pretensions. We might, perhaps, have ex¬ 
pected that in such a calm even Mr. Jefferson’s alarm, if he had lived 
to see it, would at least in some degree have subsided; but this 
state of things can only be expected to last until a similar or equally 
strong interest is brought under discussion of a character to excite 
the whole country and to enlist the sympathies of a majority of the 
Court and requiring the intervention of that high tribunal to sus¬ 
tain its unconstitutional assumptions by unauthorized and unre¬ 
strained construction. Whether the institution of domestic slavery is 
destined to be such an interest remains to be seen. The experi¬ 
ence of ages proves that with exceptions too few to impair the rule, 
men can not be held to the performance® of delegated political trust 
without a continued and practical responsibility to those for whose 
benefit it is conferred. The theory of the independence of the Sov¬ 
ereign in the case of the Judges in England, which we have copied, 
entirely fails when applied to us. Therq they are rendered inde¬ 
pendent of the Crown to secure their fidelity to the public against 
the influence of the power to which they owe their appointment 
here their life-tenure renders them independent of the People for 
whose service they are appointed. Irresponsible power of itself ex- 

' “ Substance of Mr. Van Buren’s observations in the Senate ” [Feh. 12-13, 1828] a 
pamphlet of IG pp. In which two speeches are welded Into one, is In the Van Buren 
Papers. Gf. Congressional Debates, iv. 1: 313, 338. 

° Ms. II, p. 65. 
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ciios tlislrusl;, niul sooiior or Ititoi- cu.uscs, on tlic part, of its possessor, 
an iiupati('uce of i)oi)iilar control and, in tlio scipicl, a desire to coiiii- 
l(‘ra(;( popular will. 'The only eired.nal and safe remedy will 'he to 
anu'ud Ihe constitulion so as (o make the olliecj elective, and thus 
(‘onipid (lie, ,lodges, like (he incumbents of (he hxeeutive and Legis- 
hdive depar(inen(s, (o come bid'ori' the people at statiul and reason¬ 
able periods for a ri'uewal of (heir commissions. 

d'he siibjec(. of Inlcnial Iniprovi'inenls by (he General Government 
was anollu'r matler which occupied Mr. Jeirerson’s a(tention and 
caused him, much conci'rn. He si)oke of i(, with some feeling, as a 
mode, of wasling the public revenues, wllluml, the probability of 
adeipude ndiirns, and involving violations of (he eonstil.ution injuri¬ 
ous to (he in(eres(s i(. prolVsse<l (.o advance, and expre.ssed his appro- 
ba(iou of tiu' course I was pursuing in regard (otlic system in flatt/cr- 
ing (I'cnis. 

I derived (lu' higlu'st gratincid.ion from observing that his devo¬ 
tion (o (lu‘ ptiblie in((M'('s(, tho’ an o<‘(ogena,rian and oppressed by 
jirivali* griefs, was as ardent as it had been in his palmiest days. 
Sl.aiuliug upon (he very brink of (lu' grave, and forever c.Kchided 
from any in(eri‘.st in (In', managcnumt of public ('oiicerns (Jia(. was 
no(. common (,o all his fi'llow cili/ens, lu‘ seenual ne,\'i',r to tire in his 
r('\'i(‘w of (he pasl. and in explanations of (he grounds of his appre- 
hmisions for (he fidiiri', bolh obviously for my hiMudH:. Tn j'clation 
(,o himself lu'. was \’ery ri'served -(aking only (he, slightest allowable 
nolici' of his agency in (he (rausaeiions of which he spoke. Happen¬ 
ing (o no(,l<*e a \'olmne in his library lalndkal curtly and emphatic¬ 
ally LincusI opeiK'd il. and fouiu! i(s c,on(,eu(s to consist cn- 
tii’i'ly of arlieh's abusive of himself, cut out of (he Newspapers; and 
shewing i(, (.o him h(‘. lauglual hcarGly ovi'.r the hroahitrc^ and said 
tha( it bad been his good for(.!ine thro’ life, to be, in an unusual 
degrei', indillVrim( (o (In' groundh'Ss a,(.(acks to which public men 
were expoi-ed. My imiiiiries in regard (o individuals who had been 
jiromiuent acloi's on (he. polK.ical .stage in his day, were nai-'in-ally 
as fnaiiuud. as was consislcnl. with j)i*oprie(,y, and his replies were 
prompt and made, wilh apparent sin<‘ei'i(,y and absoluti', fairness. Of 
Gen. Washington ami of his memoi*y he. invariable spoke wiih undi.s- 
guised regard and revenmce. 'Fbe viiwvs he look of bis imlil.ical 

cbarac(('r and career ar(‘ fully slated in his letler (o me of the --, to 

which 1 shall ha.\'e, oc<‘asion presend)'' (<i refer, 'riic residence so luair 
(o each o( her of I e o .' Uch men, and (lu'. change whiih had talam ])la<n^ 
in (heir imlilieal relal.ions pri'Simled an irresistibh^ opiant-iinil.y to 
mischim'oits busy bodies, and no I'.H'ort of theirs or of political rivalry 
or pri\a(e. emuily was omhled (o impress Gen. Washing!,on with a 
belief of Mr. delfersoids ill will (.owards him. In speaking to me, in 
(he letter I have mentioned, (>f (he filings of the old republicans, 




himself included, towards Gen. Washington, he uses this eloqiK 
and, on its face, truthful lang’uage: 

He lived too short a time after and too much withdrawn from informal 
to correct the views into which he had been deluded, and the coi^tinued assi 
ities of the party drew him into tlie vortex of their intemperate career, s 
arated him still further from his real friends, and excited him to actions i 
expres.sioiis of dissatisfaction which f^rieved them but could not loosen tt 
affection from him. They would not suffer the temporary aberration 
wei^h jig’ainst the immeasureable merits ot his life, and altho’ they tunib 
his seducers from tiieir places they preserved his memory embalmed in tl 
hearts with undiminished love and devotion, and there it forever will rem 
embalmed, in entire oblivion of every temporary thing which might cloud 
glories of his splendid life.* 

If anything could be required to establish the truth of this sta 
ment in regard to Mr. Jelfersoii himself it would be sufficient 
refer to the fact that all the great state.smen, his contemporaries, liii 
gone hence, and that their papers have been ransacked and pi 
lishecl without reserve, as well as his own, by friends and fo 
and that not a fragment has been found to cast a doubt upon it. 

Observing that in describing party movements he almost alwi 
said “ The republicans ” pursued this course, and “Hamilton ” that 
not naming the federalists as a party, except by the designation 
a sole representative, I brought this peculiarity to his attention. ] 
said it was a habit that he had fallen into at an early period fr( 
I'egarding almost every party demonstration during the admin 
trations q>receding his own, as coming directly or indirectly fr( 
Hamilton. He spoke of him frequently and always without p; 
judice or ill will, regarding him as a man of generous feelings a 
sincere in his political o^Dinions. In answer to my question whetl 
Hamilton participated in some step that he condemned, he replied 
“NoI He was above such things!” His political principles IV. 
Jefferson condemned without reserve, save only their sincerity, i 
garding them in their tendency and effects as more anti-republic 
than those of any of his contemporaries. 

Mr. Jefferson’s account of the humble position from which Pi 
rick Henry raised himself to eminence and the limited means 
education and study with which he had been able to make a ne\ 
to be forgotten impression upon the age in which he lived, int( 
ested me exceedingly. He described his agency in facilitating IV 
Henry’s admission to the Bar, which was, in substance, that ha 
pening to be in the vicinity of the residence of Mr. Heniy w 
was then a clerk in a small country store, the latter called up 
him and asked him to use his influence with Mr. Wythe and IV 


signed draft of tills letter, dated June 20, 1824, by Jeffer.son, Is in the Jeffers 
Papers, Library of Congress. Ser. 1, v. 14, 298. 
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Pendlotou to iiuliUH', Humu to unite with him in j^ivino- a certificate 
ol' (|iialificalion which was nc.ccssai-y to eiiahlo Mr. Henry to ])ro- 
ctire a license to i)ra(d.ice law. In reply to Mr. defi’ei-son’s enquiry 
in rc^-ard to the extent oi; his lefjjal studies, Henry acknowledged 
lhat it was bid very I'l'cently that he had resolved to ask admission 
to till*. Bar, and that he had not as yi'.t oiiened a law liook, but 
oU’ered to pledge his honor that he would not ])ra(d/ice until he 
had pursued Ihe proper course of study. It was iqmn that assui-- 
au<‘e. that they consented to give him a certificate, and Mi*, deirersou 
added that such was Henry’s aversion to reading (hat he did not 
b('li(‘V(' lhat h(' had ever read the whoh'- of any book! Taking up 
a volume of Blair’s lect.ures, one day at. Montic-ello, and glancing over 
a jjagi' or (wo, Ihuu-y exclainu'd “’this is a viU'y sensible book a.nd 
iC you will haul it- (.o nu' I (hiiilv I will read it.” On his returning 
it months afterwards l\lr. rled’ei’son, as a mati'.er of c.uriosity, asked 
him whether he had read it through, and he acknowledged that he 
had not.. In Mr. ,J(qi'(‘i-son’s Aulo))iography, publislKul Iry Hoiigress, 
will be, found a staimnent. of similar import. ’I'et such was the 
strength and aeiih'uess of his intellect.uul i)()wers and so impressive 
and (‘llicicmt his native eloijmmci', (hal. of all the. able num of whom 
N'irgiuia (lu'u boasted there was not, oiu*. wlmse spiu'ches pi’oduced 
as great ell'ect. as did (liose of Bat,rick Hem’y. Mr. fled'ersou did 
full jiisti<'('. to his ,s('r\'ices in tlu' Lc'gislaliirt'- during (he Revohi- 
lionary Wai-, and in the S(al<', Oonvention for the adojition of the 
l''cdci’al ('oust it.iil.ion, and" descrilaal to mci tlnv singular e(r('(d,s 
produced by .some of his a.ddre,s,ses to juih'.s. When the eminent 
position he attained as an orator as well at the. Bar as in the imblic 
councils is considered in connection with Ihe cireninstances under 
which he. was admitted to jiractice (as to the main facts in regard 
to which I am c.ertain of having slated them correctly) it presents a 
mosl. remarkalile illustration of the power of genius unaided by 
ediicat ion. 

Our host, pressed us with much earnestness to renuiin a few days 
longm% when we. proposed to leave, and in laqily to my (vxc.use, for 
returning to Washington, the desire to be in siaison for the meeting 
of the A. B. (’oiniuittee, he .said t.hat his ('Xperimna', justilied him 
in assuring me. that a few days would make' no di(I'ereiKH'. in t.hat 
resjiei't, as 1 found to he time e.nough. When parting from him 
he said he would taki' tlu' liherly of an old man to givi*. tis some 
advice upon the subject of biuiig in a hurry. Tile first fifty years 
id’ his life had been haras.scd by (he hahil, of (hiuklug It, indispimsa- 
hlc that Ihiiig.s should he. done a.t a. c(‘rta.in time and engagements 
keiit to (he moment.; imt upon summing up results he had found 
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that lus piiiu'tuulily had prowl'd u hi-itiy iuiMur '■ and tluit in 
(luiusaiid iibaaiu'fs ihuiL',.' \\»itdd lufn- «ai ritiuT hcttcr it' 

laid y,i\'i'U him.'a'U' nini'r latiuidc, and that uh fijiicnt i_\ lu* 1 
adopted a dill’erent, anil the re'.idt had .ati tied !uui, a ui 
rule. Ilopin;.; (hat we wouKi do likewir-e in* hid lir- an allef'tion: 
I’art'wi'll. In tiov. Uielverhon he had met an oh! (iiend whom 
had proveil in the limes whieli were {lieu and hum afterwarch. i 
inaptly ealled (he ” Iveinn ‘d’ rerror," and whom he had not i 
lieiMi'd to •• ee apiin, ami for me he* manife (ed a reyard winch 
mip;li( >ai’i'l\ eon-trne into an approhation of my pnhlie eour 
and I could not fad to he hiyhl\ /Jtratdled hy itcii an a surai 
from one whose eharactet*. comlnet and principle hu'meil my A* 
•/(/( n/ of tlioroii^^xli patriot! an and aecuinplt Imd tale malt hip. 

1 had Njtoken id’ a political pamphlet h\ dunotli} Pu’kerij 
wliicii, a-, appeared h\ the new-paper . Innl jn ( made it appei 
anee and .Mr. .lell'er. tm retptc ted me to <‘nd liim a <’opy wliiel 
did. few week-- afterward* I reeei\ed the letter flccjn him 

whicli referenei* had alri*adv been made, .md whieh aeeoiupan 
these memoir-. 1 um ;.ttre that no infi'llipent mintl eau pern e 
wit limit heiny deeply Intei'eNteil hy it yraplde \ iew of etri'n 
staliee. am! e\enl ■ mh y.ener.illy mnler lotui and in whii'h no .Vna 
iean eili/.en ran fail to take the dei'pe ( infri'i-. t, 

I vi.'iled (he elder Adaim., at (Jinm*y, the ue\f itmiuer after 

ar; at Mou(iei*!!o, and I ilo not reeolleet e\er (>s have cen a nu 
.'trikiny and vmerahle hyure than h>* appeared at that dav. T 
Irare-' of advaneed aye were more perceptihle in lum than in A 
.lell'er.-'on, hut did not appear to allecf him either in miml m* hot 
heymid the miavoidahle Inlirmilie ol the deeluie of hie, Ih* , 
('eived me kindlm ami duiiny the .--hoii period that 1 felt mys* 
ju tilied in oeenpyiiiy' hi attention eonvered with umfnrm yo 
‘eti-e, and a tleynn* of animation ami deei .ion ceMom witne -.ed 
M) old a man, 

Thv Ad ant e;, inelndim': (hat puhlic piriteil patriot- Sami 
Adam -, wen* an exiracn-dtnary raee ami made indelihle Imprev.io 
on the timi';. in whieh they livi‘d. John Adam wam tlu* e.tin 
lion u{ his ,NUeees..ftd rival, tin* mo t elfeetive orator of flie lu'Vol 
(ion a po,-t of dunyer tv- well of liouor, a wu- liewn l»v (lie e 
eeplioii of hi ; naim*, amonij: other*, fnun the otfer of p.trdmi wlii 
the Crown, from time to time, tendered to her reln-lii.m . .stihjee 

I need hanlly ay that Ids yreatm- , wa not wifliouf allov, h 
happily for hi-- eountrv the di'leef . of hi. charaefer did not alh 
hi ; u efiillne until afti-r iier indi-peiidence hud l.een e* taliiisljf 

■'■ "1 Hu c'>.0' n ltd- nmi ,I.4.n \i1.hi. hn.- e>' l‘I>'iU >>( I 

fsciO-il .shU- . .itdl ill,- i.Hi- WiM c !nutH(,:h.-itsi. • t*. 'liiuiUlij ric}u-rii 

iHttlrll), .V cnec, !■> Ill til.- IaiiOtl'3 ,if 
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Whatever these defects may have been, one thing was at all times 
clear, as Dr. Franklin, in a brief sketch of his character (quoted be¬ 
low and not designed, as a whole, to be particularly complimentary) 
said, ‘^he was always honest,” and so were Samuel and John Quincy 
Adams. Indeed such, to their honor be it said, has, with very rare 
excejDtions, been the character of our high public functionaries at all 
periods. In the times of Jolm Adams the political atmosj)here had 
been so thoroughly purified by the Revolutionary fires that no man, 
whatever his talent or his services, who was wanting in that the 
first qualification for public trusts could have been sustained for 
a day. Arnold was corrupted by the enemy, and scorn will never 
cease to designate, with her unmoving finger, his infamy. Edmund 
Randolph who possessed the confidence of Washington and Jeffer¬ 
son, and was ax^pointed by the former Secretary of State when the 
latter resigned, ranking among the highest in personal position and 
in talent, was unhappily exposed to suspicion as to his official integ¬ 
rity, and he fell at once to rise no' more. An attem^Dt was made to 
attach susx)icion to the acts of Alexander Hamilton as Secretary of 
the Treasury—as I have heretofore described. We have seen at 
what a sacrifice he vindicated the x>urity of his official conduct, and 
inanifested his sense of the indispensable necessity of such a vindi¬ 
cation whenever it should be questioned. 

It is always hazardous for one whose judgments are deductions 
from what he reads to pass upon the xDcrsonal characters of xDublic 
men, yet it is tlie motive and sincerity with which this is done 
which makes it excusable or otherwise. My own imx)ression has 
always been that hfr. Adams’s subsequent failure in public life 
was, in no considerable degree, owing to an overweening self esteem 
and consequent impatience under honors conferred on his cotem- 
XDoraries. Frequent exhibitions of this feeling, with—not too high, 
certainly—^but perha^os too exclusive an appreciation of his own 
services, were, I cannot but think, among the causes of his un¬ 
popularity. It was this, doubtless, which gave a feverish character 
to his relations with Dr. Franklin, during their residence in Europe. 
The same causes produced wider and still more injurious effects 
on his return to the United States. The attention of public men, 
engrossed during the War by the enemy, was diverted by the peace 
and more closely directed towards each other, and anticipated 
rivalries doubtless added keenness to those examinations. The 
X^revious friendly relations'^ between himself and Mr. Jefferson were, 
not iinx^robably, then weakened and suspended: with Flamilton, who 
was himself not deficient in the same quality, he was soon in oxien 
hostility: he looked down ux:>on Hancock, and an impression was 
made upon the minds of many that he yielded, with less comxffaceiicy 



Ihan tln' oilu'r nu'ti tu tu - any, in tan uania'-.al prnh'rn 

!ic<'()nl(Ml in Washinyinn. 'I’linM* wnll knn\sn tnivuuiNtannn-, iu r 
lU'ciinu \vi(li liis afti’!' adiiiiratInii nt thn Imii'IInIi sV' l 

always i'X<'(>j)( ifs rniTiiplinu ■, irau' r'bn ti> tin* inipiitat mn, 

ilonliU'tilv unjusi, llial his rn.i'laiK’n tn tin* ( rin\n diil unf ai 
S(# ntiH’li froin nppn^ilinn In Mnuat'i’liy iti lla* ah-(cant as in a iiati 
pvt*I'nri'iicf fnv lilt* Ilnusn nl Hraiiit ret* n\ nv f hal nj Haunver. 

d'lu* nh'vtinn al whirh hn was nlui nu I’rn i.lriit pa nd nlV with 
auylhiuii- like a parti/aii naiivas--. Thn mds nt tumrn part\ 

\'i,'-intis had lit'ii'tta (n spvntil af ihn . nat id t jn\iTiuiinnt. hui iii 
(’c)iiiilrv al- Iai’y;'i' (livst* divisinn.- wevn ynt an va and auhdt. 
(*h*c(inn was ,stinVl’t*i! (n drill (n ll . nnuclu inji withnitl I'Vinll - 
ftais In t'niilrnl ih- dirri'linn. Iu Mr. Mtidi-nu'.s rnrrn-pninli* 
msiy In* fnimd a InKnr fmm .Mr. .InH'crMtu, authuri/jn.r- Mj-. M;, 
.sou In auuniinn* (n llu* Ihitta* nl lu'prfsnutut iv n*; tt thr tn|n prn' 
In 1)1* (‘ijuah a ', it unarls tuiawd nut tn Iw, a tiw natun t di'dri* 
lilt' writer that .Mr. Adams iiiiy'hl In* preferred.- Mr. Adam \ 
a man nf strniie' feelinir-- and thn r tn whleh I hate partieula 
tllluded hatl Ins-t nnue nf their fnree h;. 111. k'Un prrritia. nei'Ujiilt 
nf an nlliet* ithnat palrnnayv la’ pnwnr. Mr, deli'er nn tel! a t, 
rnnsidtiit inti;, hei ween theta nu pahhe allair , fhn’ a! lir.t in\it 
wt*re in the end stadinu.-.l_\ aMaik'd, and we kimw that Iti. relatii 
with Whi'hiuptnn wi'ie ant free ftiiuv i-mliarr.i meat, 'kht* lat 
had, a;; ('niainander in i 'hief nf the l‘rn\ i imiai Arm\, rei'niimieni 
for Major (ieneral . ilatuiltnn. Ihneknev and Kunx; Mr. Ada 
math* the appnininients, hat w:i. iiidneed, it wa- appn .ed hy 
prejtidiee-. a/ytin.-f namiltnii. (n re\er,‘-.f‘ tin* order hy phieiuo' K: 
tir.si and llandhou, la t. \\*a hianinii, a-, ndidit hau- keen atdi 
ptlti'd, tnnk e\eeptinit to thi- tirranL^entent of the tiatiie. Ulul 
si-teil Upon the la'der he had prnpo ed. w hi<*h wa- tlir.dh .idnpt 
I net'd lint ay that . iieh a iran.saetiou etiald not pa . to it-, ei 
.'■.amiatit init without olVentliiin tht* feeliny;. (,f ho(h. 

()r .Mr. .\dam ' ajiport of the Alien and Seditioij law I In 
rl.-'.ewhere • pnkeil. d’he e law . Were the le'.dflia.ile frtid of pr 
riples whieh Ihuailfon had indilted into ila* f’eileral part} t 
hirnest '’■hare nf pilhlir odium the) e\eited fell itpon tin* hetid 
.Vdtuu'. Ihvi.-ioir- iirn-e in tluit part}, and Uamilfoti took nfotu 
envert :U tlr.d htU thudly avowed ui^aind hi-, reeleetaai. i*'eiU'l 
in spirit and hold in tnn’iemeut the Pre ideni reituned fr'nn t 
olliet* of Seeretary of Slate tliat reimirkalile iiutn 'rinsoih} Ptekeri 
who litid heeii appoiiilcd h} \\‘.a dii Ji nf on, hut whom he :.U'peeled 

■ \l:-. It, e ... 

' J ! .'Sl, In 0(1- XI.Ull ..It ) , t.ill|'iU> .<1 I , 

Wi.rt.' I-N' *1. itnili. t a.M 


t( j.: jiill.f.-.l III 



bcin^ <<u> uiiu’li ‘mllui'iun'il ])y llimiillon, and thiv.w hiiiisnll’ upon 
llio country for .sup})ort. 

Public Hcrviccs have (heir stipulalcd rewards, and all beyond, 
the People proudly regard as ri‘serv(>d for free-will ofl’erings. 
’Nothiiiu- is so likely lo olfend and repid their <‘on(idi‘,uee. as ajjpeals 
for their sui)porl. which wi'ar th(‘ appiairaiua' of claims of ri^ht, on 
tlu*. part of the applicant.. Mr. Adams found it diHie.ult, consti¬ 
tuted as h(^ was, to make' any to which his (Muauii's could not c.ause 
that. obje(‘.lion to Ix' plausibly s('l. up. lie was coriS(>([uent.ly never 
popular save duriiio* lh(\ war of tlu' Itevohition, wlu'n his ai)pe!ils 
to the. People were for their own interests and (hd’cnice, and under 
the. W('iohl (d‘ this persona! and administrational unpopularity, 
which his Revolutionary s(‘rvic('s could not sui'inount, he, not, only 
fell hiin.sclf but. drew down upon his party imperisljable oiliuin. 

In a, letter from I>r. I'h’ankliu to Robt'rt. R.. Livingston, the 8ec- 
]-etary of b'or(‘i<>:u Affairs t.o the. (‘ougivsH, dah'.d “ Passy 2'id. -Inly, 
iTSIl,” he allud(^s Mr. Adams as follows: 

* * * I( Is lluM'criiia* 1 wrili* Ihi.'i, In iml y<ni on yotir aniird 

II Jijy limy, ihoUM'h 1 know iluU I linznril by ii a mni-|a! <*11111113’) ami In can- 
lion you n’S|>o('l111!',' lla* iiisinunlions of llils m'nlii'niiin naalnsi ihl.s ('onrl, anti 
llio iii.siani'i's lit* siipiifnios of liu'ir ill will to us, whii’h I lalct* to la* ns iiuammu'y 
ns ! loniw Iti.s lo bo llinl ('onni do \'oi’!';i‘Uiii's ninl inysoU’ nn* cou- 

ilnunlly iilottlny: iumlnsi lilui, and ouiploylm," Hit* iti*w.s wvilt'i’.s tif lOurtipt* l.ti 
tlt‘iiri*clnlc Ids olini’iiflot' ikc. lUtl ns Slnikt'spi*Hri' .says, ‘‘'rrlllos IlKlil u.s 
nil’" I'vf. 1 tun pfi’.sumlt'd lit»wi*vi*r ilinl lit* ini*niis wi*ll for Ids ctiunh’.v, Is 
nlwtiys nil lioiiosl mail, ol’lon a wist* om*, Inti .sonu* linii*s, uiitl la .snuu* thluns, 
nli.sulnU'ly mil of lits soiuscm.* 

in the recently published Life, and Works id' rlolm iVdani.s, his 
^ranil.son, tin' author amt conijiiler, has incorporati'il in tlu* Diary 
of Mr. Adams a. paper hd't. by him ent il led d'riive.ls and Ne^ol,ia- 
lions'", which appears to have iieen eonmu'iiee.d in Dc'.eeinht'r IHOb, 
and from which the. followiiio is i*,K.t,raeted: 

l >r. I'’i*anlvllii, out* ot uiy fiiilcarucs, is so mmcniliy luiown llial 1 .sliail not 
allfiapi a skolcli oi’ his flmraclor al iirc.'toiil. d'hni la* was n Kri*at (Nonius, a. 
i^rcat wit, a ki’ciU Innaorlsl, a areal sniirlsl, anti ji mtchI. pollliclaa is fcrlain. 
'I'ital In* WHS a Ki'cal jihllo.soplit'r, a pu’cai inoralisl, tiutl a Krt*;il sliilc.niinin is 
aioi’i* iiUi'Hlionulilo. I Vid. 111. 11 . HU).) 

Wlu'tlu*r the veiu'ruhh* diarist, whe.u the aliove was writb'ii, had 
ht'eii apprised of the notice whi<’h hail la'i'ii taki'U of him hy his 
reiiowneil and ('t(iially V(*nerahic eo-neo;otiatoi' we eiui never know. 
Its resi'iiiblaiit’c lo an cxi’us.’iblc rr/aii is cei’taiiily not a, 

lit l,h‘ si rikiii^ji'. 

'I'o rt'tnni io (hr <’oiiuaencemenl of the administration of dolm 
(Jitiiicy .\dams. t*tforts wort* nuule, hy it.s frii*nds to excit.e public 

'la lln' Ill•|(lo•llai-iii itf Sl.'ilc, 1 ‘'liltlacaliil ('niiKfaKH M.nh. II Is prlnli’t] in Wlinrtaii, 
(“arrcfi, (\Vitf,lilt 4 Cl<ia, l.s.siii, V. il, .'i.su. 



odium, against its opponents by charging that their opposition was 
personal, predetermined, and made without reference to public 
measures. In this they were aided by an unwise and somewhat 
inflammatory declaration attributed to one of the South Carolina 
members. In point of fact our opposition commenced at the thresh- 
hold of the new administration but our course was nevertheless not 
justly deserving of the imputations that were cast upon it. The 
fact that the election of Mr. Adams had been made against the 
known wishes of a majority of the People was at least sufficient to 
justify us in standing aloof until we were officially informed of 
the views and principles in the administration of the Government 
by which the President-elect would be guided. The vote of non¬ 
concurrence in the nomination of Mr. Clay as Secretary of State, 
was confined to a portion only of our friends and avowedly given 
on personal grounds. Beyond that nothing was done until the de¬ 
livery of the Inaugural Address in which the new President dis¬ 
closed the principles of his administration—^principles of which 
neither he nor his Cabinet expected our support. 

Mr. Adams was an honest man, not only incorruptible himself, 
but, as I have before said (and in these days it cannot be too often 
said or too favorably remembered) an enemy to venality in 
every department of the public service. He loved his country, 
desired to serve it usefully and was properly ambitious of the honor 
of doing so. At a time and under circumstances highly creditable 
to his patriotism he left his party and came to the support of Mr. 
Jefferson’s administration. Knowing that in voting for the em¬ 
bargo he opposed the opinion of his State he resigned the place 
of Senator in Congress which he held by her appointment and 
was, in the following year, sent as Minister to Russia by Mr. Madi¬ 
son. He occupied several prominent public stations abroad during 
Mr. Madison’s administration and was recalled at the commence¬ 
ment of Mr. Monroe’s term to take the leading position in his cab¬ 
inet. The appropriate duties of these high offices, commencing 
very soon after his rupture with the federalists and continuing 
through the entire administrations of Madison and Monroe, he dis¬ 
charged not only with great ability but with equal fidelity and 
honor. He doubtless embraced fully and sjnnpathized cordially in 
the feelings and opinions of Jefferson, Madison and the republican 
party, by which they had been elected and by which alone the admin¬ 
istrations were sustained, on the subject of the War with England. 
The same may be said in regard to most if not all the public ques¬ 
tions that arose out of our foreign relations between the imposition 
of the embargo and the close of Mr. Monroe’s Government. 

But such we are bound to believe was not the case in respect to 
the political creed of the old republican party on the subjects of the 



pr()])or and only Ic^-iliniala- obji'cts for instiintioii of ojovca'ii- 
inonts anioni*: mon, and llio pnrposos for ndiidi llu'y should be em¬ 
ployed,-of (be, (rue Ibeory of our eonpdex I'Vdi'val and Sl;ate 
syslem in ils opi'ralion upon doinesiie a Hairs, and (lu', uses for wbicli 
(bey \v('r{> res])ee(iV(dy franual and (“ou]<I only bc‘ ]-i_£»;b{ly applied, 
and (if du' binding ('Heels of wrillen eons(,iliii ions; a eia'ed vvliiek 
ba\'in_<2: eaiist'd llu' H('\'oIul.ion subs('(|U('nl.ly, in (be same spirit and 
sip:nilieam‘y, Iriuiupbed in ISOO, "and was l.brou^boul. faitbfully 
sustaiiu'd l>y flell'erson, and, wiib a. solitary exception, by Madison, 
'riie inHuene(' wbieh (bat j)arty bad ('X('rie(l in (be ov('.rt.hrow of tlie 
Founder (d‘ his House was nol: ealeulati'd lo eoneilial<' (be f(‘elin«'s 
of a man of Mr. Adams’ (('inperanieid. He bad loo much self 
resp{'e(, to i^rob'ss that, on these points bis orij^inal aucavs of opinions 
which had met with bis warmest opposition in (b(' early part of bis 
political career bad uiub'rmnie any ebant^e. He tluu’efore e.in- 
braee<l with avidity and sui)ported with /aail the project of Mr. 
Monroe to o])lit,erai(' tbe inauspicious ])a!’('y distinctions of the past 
and to buiy (be recollection of tlu'ir causes and etfects in a sepulc.bre 
pro])(>se(l by himself - to wit in “ ilu' j'c.ceptac.le of t,binf»;s lost on 
('artb.” 

With such f('elinji:s and amidst, tlu' dist.ra('.tions and eonse(iU(‘nt 
(('inporary overthrow of tbe r('.publleans be was elc'.vated to the 
Pr('si(l(‘ncy. Tlu' condition of partii's at that moment,, i.be feelinp^s 
(hat pervaded t.bem and the cH'cc.ts [iroduced by (lie prt'liminary 
steps and sid)se<|uetd measui'es of llu' new Admini.sti'ation are mat¬ 
ters of int,t'res|,in|^ revi('W, at h'.asi. to oiu'. who bad oi)por(unities to 
jml^e of tlu'in eon’cetly and thinks himself able to s[)e.ak of them 
with r('.as()mible im))ar(.ialil.y. 

'Tile eleet.ion of (be sou of tbe statesman whom tbe aiK'estors of 
some among' them bad ([('(‘ini'd it smdi a trium])h to ovei'tbj’ovv in 
tlm great e.ivil struggle, of IHOf) , a son believed to be imbued with 
many (d’ tlu' strong pr(‘judie(‘s and obnoxious opinions of bis 
fatlu'r - as (be first, fruit of tlu'ir own distractions, was a soitn'.e 
of kc'en re.gnd to tbe old republienns, save tbe eom])aral.ivedy few 
who bad deeidc'd to follow tlu'. fortunes of Mr, (Hay. d'lu' power 
which t.b(’. old federal j)arty bad ext'rted in the ree<'n(, ('ont.est a.nd 
tbe alnerit.y and exulting siiirit with wbieh its votari(‘.s ralTu'd to tbe 
standard of Mr. Adams as to a (‘om])!ete irst.oration (d' t.b(‘ii’ influ¬ 
ence in I.be (lova'.rnuu'tit, soon satisfied lhos(' who had yielded 1;() the 
i(I('a of the ('Xtinetiou of (hat. part.y of their delusion—i\ ('onvie- 
lion minglt'.d with self reproach. Tlu'se latter, attaelu'd as strongly 
as ever to tlu*. jirineiples of their own pa.rty, and eonvineed by their 
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unexpected defeat of tlie continued necessity of organization to 
make them ascendant, became early desirous for its restoration. Al- 
way.s under similar circumstances, the rank and file of a political 
party, taught by adversity the folly of their divisions, look to a 
discontinuance of them to soothe its mortification, and long delays 
in accomplishing a cordial reconciliation are invariably attributed 
to the policy and ambition of leaders. In the present case the 
difficulties of this kind were not formidable, as the friends of Mr. 
Clay were readily made scape-goats for all delinquencies. A short 
interval to soften the minor irritations produced by the as]3erities 
of the canvass, and an outside pressure from the successful candi¬ 
date were alone necessary to the formation of a hearty and effective 
union between the friends and supporters of Jackson, Crawford 
and Calhoun. That pressure was quickly applied by Mr. Adams 
in his Inaugural Address. Believing that the steps’ that had been 
taken to break up old party organizations had been successful, a 
large portion of that paper was employed in demonstrating and 
applauding the result. The merits and demerits of the two gj’eat 
political parties which had divided the opinions of our country 
were, in felicitous terms, placed upon a footing of equality; the 
policy of our Government towards foreign nations was assumed 
to have been their principal source; the catastrophe of the French 
Revolution and our subsequent peace with Great Britain were al¬ 
luded to as having uprooted the baneful weed of party strife; no 
differences of principle, it was declared, either in relation to the 
theory of government or to our foreign intercourse, had since ex¬ 
isted sufficient to sustain a continued combination of parties; ani¬ 
mosities growing out of political contention had consequently, he 
said, been assuaged and the most discordant elements of public 
opinion blended into harmony. 

The scattered members of one of those great parties, of that, too, 
which when united had for a series of years possessed the confidence 
of the country and been intrusted with the administration of the 
go\eminent, but which had now been defeated majnlv by the con¬ 
certed action of its old opponents—could not be expe'^cted to listen 
with compkcency to this description, by their successful rival, of a 
.state of things which they had discovered to be “ a delusion and a 
snaie. ^ But this was not all: the new President announced among 
the subjects of Federal legislation which he favored that of Internal 
Improvement by means of Roads and Canals. He admitted that 
^me diversity of opinion had prevailed in regard to the power of 
Congress over the subject, but it was alleged that a great advance 
had taken place m public sentiment in favor of the power and con¬ 
fident hope was expressed that its extent and limitation woulc soon 
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1)0 (‘stdblisluHl lo ilu' s;ilisfnctioii of jill, and “many spcculuiive 
sc.ruplc'. solvod by priudiical public bb'ssin^s/' 

Jn bis (irs( annual Message iu' dwi'il. wilh niiich (Mmostness and 
at p:iva(. lcn<i;lh on llu' same subject -]U’i'ss{m 1 llu' (ransciaidant iiu- 
j)()r(aiu'i'. of llu' policy ri'ComuuMulcd and (lu' obli,i>’a(ion to ))Coinotc. 
it, and iH'comnumdt'd to llic. piu'seo'cvin/jf considi'cation of Coui^tc'ss 
‘" the o'l'iu'ra! principle in a luon; ('niai'i 2 ;c(l I'xU’ni;'” (‘ni))i'a('cd anionj^ 
scv('i*al otluM’ spcciticd o])j<‘ct:s a Uni^•(M•si(y and Astronomical Ob- 
servatoric^s, (h'seribin^ tlic latter as “lif2;bt houses of the skies!”—a 
nanu' snllicienlly relicitoiis iji ref^ard to tlu’, sulpeet, but indiscreetly 
used as ('oncede.el l)y bis friimds in nd'i'rence to the circumstances 
under which be s])olv(‘,—and clos(‘d with an admonition as to the 
cons(M|iu'nct's of aticmiplino; t.o ('xcus(‘ our failunv in duly by pro¬ 
claiming,- lf> th(‘. world that wo had allowed ourselves “to be, ])araUzod 
by the will of our ('oustitiieiits.” 

'Tln'se papers wen* written wilh the ability Cor whic.h Mr. Adams’s 
pen was justly distin^uisheil. They weiH'. lilled with well-wrought 
encomiums on the. Ked(‘ral t'oustitulion, jdaiisibh' (h-llnitious of the 
grants and limits of powm-s bi'lwc'cn I la- thuu-i-al and States (Jovm-n- 
nieids, atid e!o(|Uent injuiictionsi in favor of llu-ir faithful obsei'V- 
ance; ami ycd. not- oiu'. (d' thi*. followm-s of tlu* old Kepnblic.a,n'faith • 
no inteniy;(‘nt. frii'ud of the r('s('r^■l'd riyhts td* tin*. sl:\t.<*s e.ould fail 
to s(*e in them tlu*, most, ultra, latitudiuarian ihu-trim-s. 'riie I'Xpivs 
sions which I have (jUoi(*d, and I'spc'cially that, in which lu*. s])ok(* of 
tin* Itepresenlativi*s allowing’ thcm.seh'es to Ix*. palsied by the will 
of llu'ii’ const it.U(‘nls, tluj'’ cotirhed in terms (d' profi'ssional anibi^’uity, 
were well calculated to sin*.up-then thatconcltisiou. lOvi'u Hamilton, 
who had always lu'en plac(*d at tlu*. lu'ad of the latitudinarians, 
whilst avowiup, iu tlu*. inpt'uuousness of his nuturi*, his admiration 
of till* Ih’itish (’oustitulion, adniitted that, tlu*. establishment of a 
inonai'chy liere oiip’hl, not. to b(* atlem{)li'.d b(*caus(‘ it. would lx*, 
apain.sl the known wishc.s (d‘ Hk*. peophu wliile it was llu* dut.y of 
their n*presentativi‘s to conduct Hie government on (he priiielph's 
elt'cl('d by tlie const it lu'uey. 

Mr. Adams’s description of the, then stale of ])ublic opinion in 
respect to tlu* (-onsl.ilulional jiowei* of (loupri'ss ovi'i* llu*. subjix'.t t)f 
lidei’nal Improvements was, in l.he main and jiai-lfn-nhirly in 
resjieet of those M'ho had const it uie<! llu* preal body of the lv('])nh- 
!i(-an (>arly, \-cry inc(»i-r(‘cl. It w:is true that. scv(‘i-ai prominent 
Ive.puidi(-ans had, af{(*r th(* peace*, ('ide'i’cd warmly into the, sii])])ort 
(d‘ that. syst(-iu, c\'idi-nil\' muicr the iniprc.*’:sion that" it was tlu* 
path to llu* (-oidldeiu-c* and Mipporl td‘ (he pcoph*, and tlu'i-e* W(*re of 
course* met, a f(*w. in eve-rv si'e-tion of (lu* e-oimlry, who, sliimdate'd iiy 
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self interest, were willing to have their “ speculative scruples solved ” 
by so-called, “ practical public blessings.” But the thinking and 
disinterested minds of the party, as well as the mass who were influ¬ 
enced by their counsels, continued to regard the claim of this power 
as dangerous heresy and to oppose it by every effort—an opposition 
of which the Journals of the National Legislature through several 
administrations furnish abundant evidence. 

I never entertained a naoment’s doubt, after the delivery of the 
Inaugural Address, of the speedy reunion of the Eepublican party— 
excepting the personal adlierents of Mr. Clay, but including a 
majority of its former supporters in the eastern states who had been 
drawn off to Mr. Adams by the consideration of his being an eastern 
man. 

It suited the policy of the friends of the Administration, taking 
advantage of an article in the Albany Argus^ newspaper, which was 
published without my knowledge and in well understood opposition 
to lu}'- opinions, and of the near expiration of my Senatorial term, to 
charge me, through their presses, with a concealment of my views 
ill regard to the new government until I might secure my reelection: 
hence the imputation of non-committalism which became thence 
forward the parrot-note of my adversaries throughout my public 
career always applied to my sayings and writings except when it 
w'as supposed that more injury could be done by attributing to me 
the sentiments which I meant to express. My son, Col. Van Buren, 
on his return from the campaign in Mexico, described to me an inci¬ 
dent amusingly illusbrative of the tenacity with which this party 
catch-word of more than twenty years maintained its place in the 
vocabulaiy of those who had been accustomed to use it. At the 
hottest moment of the battle of Monterey, when it required all the 
circums]oection of Gen. Taylor and his staff to avoid the cannonade 
of the enemy, directed against the position they occupied. Col. 
Baylie Peyton rode up to the General with a message from Gen. 
AVorth who was stationed on the opposite side of the city. Having 
made his communication, he added that a letter had been found in 
the pocket of a dead cavalry officer from Santa Anna in regard to 
whose movements and plans there was great uncertainty and of 
course great interest. “Well,” said the General, “which way is he 
moving? ” “Upon that point” replied the Colonel, “his letter is 
quite Van Buren-ish and leaves us altogether in the dark! ” Gen. 
Taylor, who knew enough of party politics to recognise a portion 
of its vocabulary so notorious, and to his credit as a soldier very 
little more, turned to my son at his side and said, somewhat sharply, 
“ Col. Peyton, allow me to introduce you to my aid Major Van 
Buren.” Peyton, altho’ a violent political partisan, was a generous 
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hearted man and had, in the excitement of the moment, been im- 
mindful of my son’s presence. Regardless of the constant saluta¬ 
tions to the company of the enemy’s artillery he insisted on acquit¬ 
ting himself on the spot of intentional want of courtesy, either to¬ 
wards him or myself—for whom he protested, notwithstanding 
political difference, he had always entertained the kindest and most 
respectful feelings; which was doubtless true, and he was of course 
readily excused upon the single condition that he would allow my son 
to give me the benefit of a hearty laugh by describing the scene to me. 

There was never perhaps a more unfounded imputation, and no 
two men in the country were less in doubt in respect to my course 
than Mr. Adams and Mr. Clay. They understood too well my feel¬ 
ings on the subject of Mr. Monroe’s fusion policy -which they both 
promoted, and they had seen too much of my opposition to the 
principles and measures which they knew would become leading- 
features of their administration to expect me to sustain it. I feel 
that I can say with truth that throughout my political career it 
was my invariable desire to have my o 2 Dinions upon public questions 
distinctly known. I publicly answered, without hesitation or un¬ 
willingness, more questions put to me by o 2 )ponents whom I knew 
to have sinister purposes in putting them and whose predetermined 
votes were not to be affected by any assurances or explanations, 
than have been answered by all the Candidates for the Presidency 
together from the commencement of the Government to this day. 
Notwithstanding that these are by-gone affairs, in their time of vei-y 
limited imiDortance and now of none, yet in -view of the extraor¬ 
dinary success of this partisan accusation and of its striking illus¬ 
tration of the power of the Press, I will record the proof of its 
original falsity which has at this late date accidentally fallen under 
my notice. In looking over some old papers for another object, I 
accidentally laid my hand on a letter from Mr, Croswell, at the 
time Editor of the Albany Argm^ in which the article in that news¬ 
paper which was so confidently attributed to my dictation and 
which gave rise to the charge of my pursuing a non-committal 
policy in regard to the administration of Mr. Adams, is directly 
referred to. The letter is dated April 3d, 1826, and the following 
extract is all that it contains u 2 )on the subject: 

* * * I must ask you not to be surprised at tbe tenor of the leading 

editorial article of tbis morning. It has not been written without deliI:)eration. 
The truth is, whilst there is an increasing aversion towards Mr. Adams 
amongst the Republicans of the State, there is a great aversion on their part 
to any collision with the administration which shall drive them to the sup¬ 
port of Mr. Clinton, or that shall force them to encounter the hostility of 
both. They prefer, for the present, at least, to stand in the capacity of 
lookers on, believing that the natural hostility between A and C will be 
certain of shewing itself, and the sooner if we afford them no other aliment 






thau themselves. It is for this reason and because it is believed that little 
advantage and very great evil may arise from a contrary course that we 
propose to let the National politics alone.i 

The italicising in the above extract is my oivn. It thus appears 
that the position assumed by my friends at Albany was taken with¬ 
out my previous knowledge, and to shew how inconsistent it was 
with my Imown opinions and acts it is only necessary to say that 
I spent the month of March immediately preceding the date of the 
letter in earnest and active participation with the opposition in 
the Senate in their efforts to defeat the Panama Mission, and the 
month of April, in which it was written, in resi.sting the project 
of the xidministration in respect to the Judiciary Bill. The former 
was its favorite measure, whilst it acquiesced in the loss of the 
latter rather than agi'ee to the Jeffersonian restriction of the act 
of 1802, confining the residence of' the Judges to their circuits, 
(upon which we insisted) notwithstanding our assent to the num¬ 
ber of Judges which they proposed, and of which they had the 
appointment, or rather nomination. 

My views in regard to the then next Presidential election wore 
formally asked by that esthnable man and inflexible old Eepublican, 
Judge TPilliain Smith, of South Carolina in an interview which 
I had with him at Boston, within three months after tlie commence¬ 
ment of Mr. Adams’s Administration. I informed him that as 
Mr.° Crawford was removed from further competition by the state 
of his health my next candidate would be Andrew Jackson, To 
Ms questions in regard to the probability of success and to the 
safety with which we might rely on the General’s present political 
opinions—his confidence on the latter point having been shalten 
by the famous letter to Mr. Monroe" and by the incidents of the 
last election,—I answered that by adding the General’s personal 
popularity to the strength of the old Eepublican party 'which 
still acted together and for the maintenance of which the Judge 
and myself had been strenuous colaborers, Ave might, I thought, 
be able to compete successfully with the power and patronage of 
the Administration, then in the zenith of its prosperity; that 
we had abundant evidence that the General was at an earlier period 
well grounded in the principles of our party, and that we must 
trust to good fortune and to the effects of favorable associations 
for the removal of the rust they had contracted, in his case, by 
a protracted non-user and the prejudicial effects in that regard 
of his military life. 


‘Edwin CroswcH to AAan Buren, Apr. 3, 1826, in the Van Buren Papers. It is in¬ 
dorsed : “ Origin of the non-committal charge, M. V. B. 1842.” 
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J Jackson’s letter of Oct. 23, 1S16, and a certified copy of Monroe’s reply, Dec. 14 to 
tais and the Jackson letter of Not. 12 are in the Jackson Papers, Library of Congress. 
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IMfu *•.! uith !h.- .• U.‘U . ih.‘ .lu.lrv ti.k.Ml my .miistml lo spi'iik 
o| }!v.'l\ ;! cumi;!;'' {tom !,(«•, nhirh \\;i. i-fiidllv n;iv('ii, niul 

!h‘ I'litfri'.l fh<‘ir .tipjHirt wltii rharartfri-.t ic - pii'il. Ii was 

at my lu.'juv-t i.ni that (k*u. .lat-k mi afit-rwanls tinVnMl (,. -Imluv, 
Smith a -sa! mi tla* Ihsifli tif ihi' SupriMUf C'mirl til’ (he I’uiliai 
Stall- , whit’h hi* tha-lim-il, 

I'h'tim tliiit |ii‘riinl ti) till* t‘li'i’(imi llu-n' UfVi>r ua; a mtmu-ni in 
uhit’ll m\ iutfjhitin tn itpimst* iht* rtn-li'f}ion «>r Mr. Ad ams uas iml. 
univtn-sidly kimwn, tm(u ilh- 4 nmli{i'r whifh fat’l tiu* Admini-.tt-alimi 
lU’w-f . • m’t’ft'dfd i’Xfmisivtdy iti imim .iiijir tht‘ umi I’muiuittal (if- 
(*mi upmi thf fffihdity of tlu-ir rfadi-rs. I ‘ptmt a few Imiir,-;, not, 
Imi-'’ sinff, wiih Mr. Wal h. fm-mi-rly I'!dit(ir uml Projiritdor of 
ihf \tri,i/u(l /o f.* (a jtiuriial poHlifuUy opim fd (o nif, jmh 
h'iirtl in I'hdadfljihun au<{ uith hi - amiahh* family, nl (lifir t'l'di 
d'-n.f, in P.tri . ami Wf all lauidifd hrartily (oyi'ftlmr ul his allii- 
to -muf of (hf ah-mtl unt-fdolf: uhifh (hr party spirit of 
that tla} li.td pnf in fircidatimi «iu (id pt>int. Aiuoiit.!^ inuiiv otlmrs 
td 1-1(1011 pifit-m.imi to (ruth hr rt-lutfd (id'-: a In-t wu,-; tdlVnal 
1 »\ oiir parti'an to aimtht-r that tlu- hittor rmihl not put- to iiu* a 
• pir imu on any '.ulijr.'t to whirh hr wituld rrrtdvr a drUnitivt- an 
Ut-r, V. hirh ua-; a-’rrptrd and (hr ijUr tioti U’.krd was wla-tlirr I 
tom-urn-d m thr orm-ral opinion (hat tlir un ro r in (hr ICasl ; my' 
jin .v.i-r haiuir hri-u that 1 pn* umr»l (hr far! \va . arrocdini^ (o (ho 
rmuiiitiu iiiiprr loti, hut, a I imariahk* ■ Irpt miiil aftrr sun risty 
I rould not peak fi'om utv titt n «|»uou Irdiu-. Mr. Wal'h hrai'd (his rr ■ 
pmn-d !r, pi-!' mi u!»o /<./,'«?*.,/ /o /»< iru,-: a alrmiy^ illti: (rat ion 
i»l thr intlm-nr*' 'if a parly prr . ami of flu* fatuity of a Idiml party 
.spirit. 

'I'ho HI rrpt im-r hy thr 1 h‘t- idrlit , iu Induilf tsf (ht* I'uitml Slldt-;, 
of ;in iniil tfioii rft'rit,ril from thr Viurriran Slnir.-; id’Sjiaidish origin 
to riid :i Mfid tor to rrpir >-ni u. at thrir propo rd ('mi^p’i’ss at 
hall.00.1, ua-. (hr Jir t nrrat loru nrr of Mr, Adunr-'N admiiust rat imu 
d hi . r\tru tt-rritoiaa! artiou of thr I'Aruutivi* hraiirh td* tiii' (hix 
rsiUijrut, hrim' uitlnuit prrrrdml ill its Itidory, roillrary to thr 
'.fopr ami Hpiril of tlu* (‘otmt ituf ion and at \arianrr uilh om- of 
(lir mtr.t prondiirtit rrft»uuurmliition . of llu- I»‘atlirr id’ hi (‘oimtry 
in rritarii to mir ftirripn poliry. pj-r rnird (hr lir I iarndhlr point, 
for thr fi{ipo ition uim h had ii'-rn ani i'dpafr, 1 ami rouli} no! havr- 
tu-i-n aioidrd Without an ahandouinrnt fil i-hri’i hi'd prinripirs and 
whit'll ihrj - U.i in fllil.a liti d; po ilioJi to audth 

Mr. t allatun h.td, ?o n '• lo ouii , *■ talnm a prrfrrtly' m-utral 

! •( It’a-n ht t w.-i-n I im. dark on and Mr. Aihun d’ uml thrrr was nt>t, 
a htth- •m's. ify t-- ir.iiti wliat hi- roui' r uouhl hr touard.-i thr 

' i'.fi*.. .. • ■; . i.'i i; •■am-a s.j UnUfi Wuii'h. 
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Administration . after these developments of its views. I called, 
upon him, at his residence in Georgetown, at the commencement of 
the session and found him as decidedly hostile to the Panama Mis¬ 
sion as I was myself. Although nothing to that effect was then 
said there was also an obvious concurrence in opinion between us 
that opposition to so prominent a measure of the Administration 
could not fail to lead to an ultimate union of efforts for its over¬ 
throw. This followed and from that period to the election of Gen. 
Jackson there was a general agreement in action between us, except 
in regard to the Tariff policy of which I have already spoken. 

The Panama Mission was a very imposing measure and well cal¬ 
culated, on first impressions, to be very popular. An assemblage 
of the free states of a Hemisphere by their representatives in one 
Congress, to deliberate upon the most effectual means to protect 
their own sovereignties, to advance the great cause of free govern¬ 
ments and, thro’ their instrumentalitj'’, the dignity and the happi¬ 
ness of their people, in contrast with, and, in some degree, at least, 
in antagonism to the so-called “Holy Alliance” of the absolute 
Governments of another Plemisphere, assembled in another Con¬ 
gress to maintain and promote their despotic sway over the minds 
of men, was a scheme apparently well planned to captivate republi¬ 
can citizens. It seemed also well devised to soothe the public mind, 
to lessen'the irritation unexpectedly produced by angry discussions 
during the recess growing out of the aiDpointment of Mr. Clay and 
the doctrines broached in the Inaugural Address, and to bury the 
recollection of former discrepancies in the views of the leaders of 
the Administration by presenting them to the Country as the cor¬ 
dially united and enthusiastic advocates of a noble National under¬ 
taking. Indeed, no project could have been better adapted to pro¬ 
duce the latter result, for attempts to dazzle the public mind by 
gala-day measures of that description formed the ruling passion 
of ]\Ir. Cla3^’s political life to which he sacrificed bright prospects 
that could doubtless have been easily realized by simpler means. 

Yet it was not difficult to show that the scheme was ill-advised and 
could not fail if carried out to cause incalculable evils to the Coun¬ 
try. The first question was in regard to the point at which the assault 
should be commenced—^whether in the Senate, on the nomination of 
the Ministers, or in the House on the aiDpropriation for their salaries. 
Our greatest strength, in regard to talent as well as comparative 
numbers being in the Senate, that body was selected as the principal 
field of contest. The nomination of Ministers was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of which Nathaniel Macon was Chair¬ 
man, who made an able report against the mission.^ Our objection 

1 ExecutiYO Proceedings * * * on * * * the mission to the Congress at Pan¬ 

ama, 1826, Jan. 16. S. Does., 19th Cong., 1st sess.. No. 68^ p. 57. 
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being to the measure and not to the men nominated as Ministers, and 
therefore wholly unprecedented, I thought it a case in which the 
discussion should be public and introduced a resolution, which was 
adopted, to that effect “ unless in the opinion of the President, the 
publication of documents, necessary to be referred to in debate, 
would be prejudicial to existing negotiations.” 

Mr. Adams, on receiving a copy of the resolution, refused to give 
the opinion respectfully asked by the Senate, not content with that, 
he, in his return message, said he would leave it to the Senate itself, 
(who were of course to a great extent ignorant of existing negotia¬ 
tions) to decide “ the question of an unexampled departure from its 
own usages, and upon motives, of which, not being himself informed, 
he ° did not feel himself competent to decide.” This refusal, and the 
unauthorized allusion to and virtual condemnation of our motives 
gave great offense to the Senate, and was the first act of discourtesy 
in a series of proceedings which produced unprecedented excitement 
and ill-blood as well in the Senate as in the Country. A retaliatory 
movement was proposed, but as the original resolution had been 
introduced by me, our friends conceded to me, in a great degree, the 
suggestion of any action to be adopted on our part. I was sensible 
of the importance of the proposed opportunity to repel the censure 
that was cast upon us for obstructing the passage of a measure repre¬ 
sented by the Administration press to be eminently patriotic, but my 
anxiety to avoid anything that might be construed as a factious 
opposition was so strong as to induce me to prefer to waive it, which 
was accordingly done. 

The discussions occupied several weeks and became earnest and 
sometimes violent. After unmistakable indications of effects pro¬ 
duced by Governmental influence, the nominations were confirmed 
by a vote of 24 to 20,^ and the measure received the sanction of both 
Houses of Congress, but it was undeniably thoroughly discredited 
with the Country by the opposition it had received. The Ministers 
went out but they found no Congress. Several of the Treaties among 
the South American States authorizing it were not ratified by them, 
nor were any other steps taken to carry the plan into effect. 

This general abandonment of the grand enterprise by its putative 
fathers, together with suspicious signs in the correspondence, satis¬ 
fied me that altho’ it had been apparently organized in South Amer- 
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1 With Van Buren voted Findlay of Pennsylvania, Chandler and Holmes of Maine, 
Woodbury of New Hampshire, Dickerson of New Jersey, and Kane of Illinois, making 
seven Northern and twelve Southern senators. Against Van Buren were eight sena¬ 
tors from Slave States, Barton of Missouri, Bouligny and Johnston of Louisiana, Cham¬ 
bers of Alabama, Clayton and Van Dyke of Delaware, Richard M. Johnson of Kentucky 
and Smith of Maryland. It was an incipient but a true party division.—Shepard, Martin 
Van Buren, American Statesmen Series (Boston and New York, 1899), p. 131. 
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ica, the inspiration which suggested it was of Washington origin, 
Mr. Adams, in his next annual Message, sang a graceful requiem, over 
the lost project, accompanied by exculpatory observations to which, 
as no danger of resurrection was apprehended, there was no reply. 

A copy of a speech delivered by me on the subject will be found 
in- 


^ The pamphlet edition of Van Buren’.s speech, Washin.Tton City, Gales & Seaton, 182G, 
41 pp. 8° is in the Van Buren Tapers under date of March 14. 
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}jr(»|»ir it if »11 fur (lit* Mi !'»ii l-' riuajaa v.'A aianiiijiaiiitai !i\’ 
n uuni^ini* luit dliutiMun . tu juililh- fi-t liu;' ami ahlu- iiuli.'ati\i' 

t*f LTt'.it tif tlif riirii'Ut Ml j.tililh- .-uiujifUi iiu tUf pait 

itf ilif I’n* iiicnt iinil hi. Siaactais nf m a if.'lJt- ui* . in 

fiii'tiiilittM'ili;- i! ill fli»‘ jU'M rriilaiu ,,1 ia\<'nU‘ i fa-tiu* lljr.iu 1 tent 
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f.umhar piia»'t|'h* lu "Ur Inri-iiMi |»>ht\\^ tht* ttit tan :iur»' tif whirh 
ha'l h.tai .-..rial uilh Mur (hn«anm«ait :m*I wliirli h:nl uniiiiivil a 
|i» riua}a lit .iuh la’s.tjj,t!<lr Ifihauifif m iln- [tuhlii- luiiah ’I’hi* imai •uit'i 
m<v, irfiaat-h ft> \\n ihf t-Mii.-i- iun (<• tii.aif Ihifaiu h\ tfiaity 
! i} till a 151 Hi m( tlif K!'»?a t(! tti jiianriii thi* {iiii inaifma uf 
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\\ .1 . \i'{ I’lf.h ill tin* {t'.'ttlir.’t iim uf t ht* I'taiiih', a. wthl ua llu* iiTi 

latjMi! |.i..liui’Mtf h\ it. 

\\ %• ujijtn t-i[ fhr mill i|(‘l«*atfi j if h\ a ti«‘iat!«ai loti*,* h’lu* 

ixUii.f it<a t.f the ( niiut r \ m its Ittnaan aiui ihauf tii- rrlat smU - u ii . 
•M fhi Ml ai,if ai ihi tiiMf that nith th .-ri’ct uim at (hr hiaul of tiio 
< o«i.'•! , .lUtl *»fhia It , m flit" louiluct of it alhiu-., 

ihi-st' foiiM tiot hau' lifiai (ho liolito I iloiiht of th*' lifcj'' . of fht* 

fr.ifiMtt, ho! uii loi! imatrli, a. uol) fur tin* t'oiiutry a - for 
.-ill- , luathi-r Mr. .\ilaiu ijor Mr. (”la\ utTi' filhff lii .ta'ca*! 

In liifoif Ml' U) t’lloh h\ i-Hitr! itar *' ujth .i iirojicr afipriaaii!ioji of 
i!i>- hiuiihh' 'uJHf of pjuhiaifi* Ji! thf tillt’'*{if (jj fif |iuhhi‘ hu iiu* . 
Mk iliiciifii wilh Oiaitu, jinh lahai! , {laar pa lof! for 

imlhaiil . of whirh I Iriu* poio-n a. pr.aiiuir to Mr, (’l.a) 

hut a-iiii. h '.*,,1 fouiUioli If) hollu Ua. lioi tToV.lii-h i.itli a 
t.f u. f ' |t! optii t itiimtf to {})>' ha/ai'.l of il imiuItM'tiia-, lu thr 

tari*! of tiu' mililarv h‘a<ifr tin i titlon ol laa v. i hui ii> ihf 
.ohiuiiit (ration of onil all’ait t it*- m«ai of oln-r jithpimail an.I 

, t ;• a f.: tf lai-.'s ■ ' 4: ■ ■ . i • f J. • t\- .M Is if* f f ri', 

• ,.l 4 j.. ; ,,:i t!. . a; I.f : • .. i ,. Jl i!4 Uf I o.-lllio* .txifOtjfl uf 

' :.r- S-fu!> . W •!«'-iJt .J .Js, ! - ‘i , \ J.JI '.n .s; K ■. :» ...f. i.J .'il Im t-i. 

' , j,, .a; -i ' ! ■ > . s. ••s ■■•■a. : ti.i- isi .r ot 

I''.r flj. ‘ t. ti . s s.a: j; a; .a..it < Ji'.''-! ru.* i*. litaiii.;{•<(., \i.s «j, 

In os»«*i>tnf fH.iO- i.j a,, ur j n'*. 



jjA. yjj ct v^oii.uxiv/xctvjX'L^i.i ux uijLvrj -OLViiiiixiiooi. Liio jlluux \jx. 

the Senate, by the latter, as a “ coalition between the puritan and 
the blackleg” was one of the most exciting. In his “ Thirty Years’ 
View,” Colonel Benton has given an account—clever and impar¬ 
tial—of this affair. The subject was frequently adverted to by 
Mr. Randolph during our rides together and the details recited 
in his peculiar way. He invariably admitted that laying out of 
view the place where the offensive words were spoken and its im¬ 
munities, which he said he had waived as far as he could, Mr. Clay 
had incurred no blame in calling him to the field. On one occa¬ 
sion he told me that the latter had been six years in bringing his 
mind to that point, during which he had, on several occasions, fur¬ 
nished him ground for such a step, but as he had always given 
the offense in a way that left it optional with Mr. Clay to give 
the matter that direction or to let it pass, he had taken the lat¬ 
ter course. Perhaps no man ever lived more qualified to do such 
a thing successfully than Randolph. He insisted that he at no 
time intended to take Mr. Clay’s life and assigned as a reason 
his respect for Mrs. Clay and his unwillingness to make her unhappy, 
but he admitted that, after certain occurrences, he had determined 
to wound him in the leg—^his failure to accomplish which design 
he attributed to an anxiety to avoid the kneepan, to hit which he 
regarded as murder! 

Mr. Randolph’s intemperate speeches during the whole of the 
Panama discussion attracted a large share of the public attention, 
and the Vice President was much censured by portions of the public 
press for omitting to call him to order. Randolph justified himself 
on the groimd that a corrupt and tyranical administration could not 
be overthrown without violence, and quoted in his defence the 
text of scri]pture which says “the Kingdom of Heaven suffereth 
violence and the violent take it by force.” Mr. Calhoun held that 
he did not possess the power to call a senator to order, as the 
rules conferred that power on the members of the body only— 
that he could not claim it by implication, and that as he was not 
placed over the body by their own choice or responsible to them, he 
ought not in so delicate a matter to act upon doubtful authority. 
He therefore, very properly called upon the Senate to express its 
opinion upon the subject, and to confer the power upon him by their 
rules if they wished him to exercise it and if they concurred with 
him in supposing that he did not already possess it. This led to 
an elaborate discussion of the question and of the true construe- 
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tion of the Constitution in regard to implied powers, in which I 
took part and delivered a speech which will be found in-d 

Mr. Randolph was in every way a most extraordinary man, and 
occupied wherever he went a large share of public attention. There 

was not a session of Congress during his -years service as a 

member in which his sayings and doings did not contribute the 
principal staple of the political gossip at Washington. This was 
particularly the case at the commencement of Mr. Adams’s ad¬ 
ministration, when he appeared for the first time in the Senate 
where his whole course was one of annoyance to his opponents and 
of not a little uneasiness to his friends. He spoke day in and day 
out, and sometimes for several successive days, upon matters and 
things in general having political and personal bearings but not 
always even directed to the business before the Senate—an abuse 
in which others have since been largely participant, but in which 
perhaps there has never been so great an offender. His speeches 
attracted great attention from the severity of his invectives, the 
piquancy of his sarcasms, the ° piercing intonation of his voice and 
his peculiarly expressive gesticulation. He could launch imputa¬ 
tions by a look, a shake of his long figure, or a shrug of his 
shoulders, accompanied by a few otherwise commonplace words, 
which it would require in others a long harangue to express. These 
rare oratorical accomplishments were never suffered to grow rusty 
for want of use, and he kept us in constant apprehension that he 
would still further thin our ranlcs in the Senate, already some¬ 
what weeded by Executive favours, by the character of the stimu¬ 
lus with which he was in the habit of urging the sluggish zeal of 
some of our brethren. He had for some time been desirous to take 
in' hand the case of John Holmes, of Maine, whose party fidelity 
was doubted by his associates long before he quitted them, and 
Randolph at length found a more justifiable ground for his assault 
than he could have anticipated. Holmes had made a speech which 
Randolph thought bore upon its face satisfactory evidence of being 
designed to propitiate the Administration, and either in it, or in 
some collateral remarks, had spoken of the Vice President and 
himself as personal friends. Randolph, finding these remarks in 
the papers, called the attention of the Senate to the subject, denied 
the right of Mr. Holmes or any other person to define his personal 
relations in delicate and guarded terms but in a way entirely 
respectful to that Senator, and, as an excuse for not saying what 
he now said wdien the remark was made, explained that he had 
not heard it and presumed it must have been made whilst he was 

1 See Holland’s Life of Van Buren (Hartford, 1836) p. 279 for a long extract of this 
speech and note to p. 184 “ Substance of Mr. Van Buren’s obseryations in the Senate.” 
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insisted on returning, but, as I had foreseen, he was easily imluce 
to abtindon that idea, and I could not have afforded my company 
a greater treat than was furnished by his presence. He took the 
parole at once, and kept it till a late hour, talking upon a great 
variety of subjects with more than his usual ability and with the 
most entertaining raciness and originality. He began the meal wit i 
cullinir for toast-water, pleading that wine was too strong lor him, 
hut yielding to the excitement of conversation and the grateful con- 
.^cirtusiieis of appreciative listeners he gradually advanced through 
wine uiid water to wine, brandy and water and, before he left, to 
clear lirandy. After the company retired he sat with me till long 
after midnight describing the condition of thing's in Virginia, and 
his reasons for apprehending his defeat at the Senatorial election. 
Mr. Ti'ler. who had dill that time always been in the Ecpublican 


rank-, woiiltl, he said, be brought forward as a Candidate or sup¬ 
ported' by his enemies and his explanation of the causes which 
would induce a sufficient number of Eepublican members to vote 
with them, brought into wew the hostility which had at diffei'ent 
periods of his life existed between himself and Jefferson, Madison, 
ISIonroe and others and of which lie gave me graphic and very in¬ 
teresting accounts. Having engaged no lodgings, in consequence of 
a deterniiiiatioii, as he declared, never again to “ have any in that 
corrupt hole” (as he- called Washing'ton), I sent my servant out to 
find a bed for him and afterwards to conduct him to it. 

On tlie following ntorning he appeared in the Senate, dressed with 
imu.sual care and apparently in excellent spirits, having ordered liis 
carritige to be sent to the Capitol, with his luggage, at noon, to con¬ 
vey him to Baltimore. Mr. Calhoun had, at his instance, appointed 
him a memljcr of the Committee on Eules and his object, in coming 
to the Senate, was to report one or two very proper amendments to 
the standing rules of the body. 

Mr. Holmes had manifested more sensibility in regard to Ean- 
dolph's attack upon him that was supposed to belong to his nature, 
and his inflamed appearance after it, in the Senate excited the appre¬ 
hensions of his friends in regard to his habits. His excitement on 
the morning referred to was greater than usual and he carried a 
huge cane vhich indicated that he meditated or expected a personal 
attack. He took the floor immediately after Eandolph resumed his 
seat and read from a paper a series of amendments of the Eiiles 
which he pi opened. These with scarcely an exception referred to 
act." with which Eandolph had been charged and which it was pro- 
po.^ed thereafter to prohibit. Among them was one declaring it a 
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violation of order in a Senator to make personal references to gentle¬ 
men who had been introduced on the floor of the Senate by other 
Senators. Mr. Eussell,^ of Boston, Editor of the Columbian Centi- 
nel^ a newspaper which had made a reckless opposition to the War 
of 1812, had been so introduced during the session, and Randolph 
had attracted the attention of the body to him by a general and 
seemingly not personal reference to a notorious feature in his polit¬ 
ical career; it was at that occurrence that the proposed amendment 
was aimed. 

Immediately after Holmes finished the reading of his propositions, 
Randolph asked Mr. Tazewell, his colleague, to take the clerk’s seat, 
and to write, as he dictated, a series of amendments to them “ in the 
form of instructions to the Committee,”—designed as answers to 
them by successive recriminations, Mr, Tazewell, one of the best 
tempered men I ever knew, complied, and when the proposition 
which I have particularized was reached, under the impression that 
Russell had been introduced by Holmes, Randolph dictated the dec¬ 
laration, as an amendment, that the “personal reference” which it 
was now designed to stigmatize as disorderly was no more than a 
suitable reproof of the Senator who was so wanting in a sense of 
what was due to the dignity of the Senate and to his own character 
as to introduce such a man within the Bar! 

At this point the affair received an unexpected complication. 
Senator Lloyd of Massachusetts, a man of undoubted courage, who 
felt no insurmountable scruples upon the subject of private com¬ 
bat, and between whom and Randolph there had already occurred 
some newspaper sparring, sprang to his feet the moment the offen¬ 
sive words were uttered, announced himself as the Senator who 
had introduced Russell, repelled with great vehemence every as¬ 
sault upon that gentleman, whom he pronounced to be quite equal 
in respectability to Randolph himself, and indignantly shaking his 
closed hand at the latter, declared his readiness to give him satis¬ 
faction there or elsewhere! Randolph, entirely taken by surprise, 
sought an opportunity to explain, and disclaimed all hostile feelings 
towards Lloyd; but the latter could neither be appeased or silenced 
and continued his minatory gestures and denunciations with un¬ 
diminished vehemence. In this condition of things Mr. King, of 
Alabama, called both the Senators to order, and Mr. Calhoun re¬ 
quested him to reduce the objectionable words to writing, as re¬ 
quired by the Rules. Sensible of the difficulty of committing to 
paper expressions used in such a squabble, which was yet going 
on, Mr, King declined to do so, and in the excitement of the moment 
said abruptly, that he would not! Mr. Calhoun, anxious from 
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what had passed, to do his whole duty when a case occurred within 
the Ellies, rose from his seat and, pale with agitation, said The 
Chair o.xUrs the Senator from Alabama to reduce the words to 
writiim" The Senate at this moment presented a striking talleojw— 
Calhoun, King, Lloyd and Eandolph on their feet,^ intensely ex¬ 
cited. and every Senator present inclining fiom political and per¬ 
sonal sympathy to take sides in the fray—when the last moved 
deliberately from his place, which was on the extreme outer range 
of seats, and passed in front of the Chair to the door, exclaiming 
as he walked along, “I will have no more of this! I am off for 
England! Good bye, Tazewell! Good bye, Van Buren! They are 
all against me! They are all against me Tazewell, in Virginia 
too 1 ■'—and still uttering these words the doors of the Senate closed 
behind him. 

The Vice President and Messrs. Lloyd and King resumed their 
seats: Mr. Tazewell returned to his place leaving his unfinished 
papers on the Clerk’s desk and for a little while nothing was said 
or done. A sense of relief from the excitement in which Randolph 
lived and moved and had liis being, as his native element, jirevailed, 
and the Senate after a pause took up the order of the day without, 
either then or at any future time, giving further attention to the 
proposed amendments.'^ 

“Tbhi account of those ru'oeoedings is according to my best rfcollcclioii of lliom, which 
is ii’iiisu.iHy fresh, as the subject is one to which my attention has been frequently 
direeteci, and of which I have often spoken. Mr. Tazewell’s olliciatiug as Scendary is 
entir.-:y It-lt uur in the published proceedings, a point in which I know I cannol he inis- 
t.il.’ u. ,,nd a inrm given to the whole proceedings in soma respects more coiisislont with 
thf dignity uf tlie body, about which the gentlemen charged ygith the publication of the 
d.-taii-; were alway.s. much to their credit, very solicitoius. Some allowuiiiee is cc'rlainly 
due to that consideration, in judging of the partial, and no( very important, difl’crcnccH 
lwtw...n fh.ir .account and mine, which I cannot hut think conveys with substantial 
accuracy their true character. 
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All act for the relief of the officers of the xVrmy of the Pevoliitioii 
in relation to their half-pay became a law about this time, and upon 
its passage I delivered the speech whidi will be found in-^ 

Its merits will doubtless be found to fall below" the reputation it 
acquired, yet I derived as much satisfaction from the effect it was 
believed to have produced as from anything in niy legislative expe¬ 
rience. The Bill had been long under discussion, and the Senate 
had adjourned on the previous day on my motion, which constituted 
a notice according to usage that it was mj" intention to address the 
Senate upon the subject. Before the hour arrived for taking up the 
order of the day 1113 " friends pressed me not to speak as the Senate 
had been sufficiently canvassed to make the defeat of the Bill cer¬ 
tain. Louis McLane of Delaw^are, a member of the Senate, and a 
son of one of the officers for whose relief it was the object of the 
measure to provide, backed this advice so earnestly that I was in¬ 
duced to yield to it. When the Bill was amiounced the Vice Presi¬ 
dent turned his eyes towards my seat and seeing no intention on my 
part, or on that of any other Senator to speak, rose and stated that 
the question would be on final passage and was in the act of taking 
the sense of the Senate upon it wlien twm ladies, fidends of mine, 
who had come to the Senate to hear me, ffiiook their fans at me in 
token of their disappointment and I rose from my seat intending to 
go to them with an apology. The Vice President assuming that I 
rose to speak announced “the Senator for New York” and, suddenty 
changing my mind, I proceeded to address the Senate, at length, in 
favor of the Bill, 

When I had concluded, Gov. Branch,” of North Carolina, an 
impulsive but always honest man, who had been violently opposed to 
the proposed ° meg^sure, moved to adjourn the question saying that 
views of the subject had been presented wdiich w"ere new and upon 
which he desired an apportunity to reflect. His colleague, the 
Aunerable Macon, scouted the idea of an adjournment, said that 
a good speech had undoubtedly been made, but that lawyers Imew 
how to make good speeches on either side of any question, and 
hoped that the Senate would without further debate proceed to the 
vote and reject the Bill. 

1 Gales and Seaton’s Register of Debates, under date of Jan. 28, 1828, vol. 4, pt. 1, 
167-182. 

~John Brancb. 
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Gov. Branch replied with feeling that his course in regard to ^ 
was well known, that he had several times spoken against it, but ^ ^ 

he had no other feeling in the matter than a desire to do right n ^ 
that unless the views which had now been taken of the subject 
satisfactorily refuted, he would, if driven to the vote, support 
Bill. This declaration produced an adjournment. It was soon 
covered that others had also given way and a proposition was 
mitted to us the next morning that if we would accept certain amcTi^^" 
ments, of a character not very objectionable, a sufficient nuinl>^‘*‘** 
would change their votes to secure a majority. We consented 
the Bill bec^ame a law^—gladdening the hearts of many yet 
viving soldiers of the Revolution and of the descendants of 
departed brothers-in-arms, by the appropriation of large sums ‘ ^ 
money in satisfaction of their just claims. 

Imprisonment for debt, the rigour of which had been great ftX 
relaxed by state laws, being still in force against debtors to t H*** 
United States, attracted a considerable portion of the attention < * ^ 
the Congress, My own efforts for its abolition commenced in 
State Legislature at an early jperiod of my connection with 
body and were continued in the Senate of the United States in c<>11 
junction with Col. Richard M. Johnson, whose truly philanthrojii** 
feelings made him an enthusiast in the cause. 

My plan fi'om the beginning was: 

1 st To provide for the most searching inquiries into the prr^p 
erty of the debtor, however invested, and to arm the creditor wit U 
all necessary facilities to secure the application of it to the pas* 
ment of his debts; and 

2 d To punish fraudulent concealments as crimes, by confinement * 
upon executions, to the walls of the prison. 

Those facilities being secured to the creditor, I regarded evci* v 
other lien on the body of his debtor as alike inhuman and immorii I * 
and advocated a repeal of the law by wliich it was authorijKM 1 . 
The subsequent adoption of these views of the subject and tin* 
extent to which a practice, that had become^ by inflicting puni.sli 
ment upon misfortune, the opprobrium of the. age, has accordingly," 
been abrogated, is highly honorable to the country. Although n 
l^rofessional man, not wanting in esprit dn corps^ I yet must adni It. 
that this great reform is perhaps indebted for its success less to 
our lawyers and merchants than to almost any other class. I genai.* . 
ally found them the most obdurate and inflexible in their adhercnct* 
to the old system arising rather from the force of habit than from 
less humane or less liberal dispositions. The merchant had been 
educated to look upon the security founded on the fear of imprisoti... 

^ Approved Feb. 12, 1828. 
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imprisonment for debt, in the absence of fraud, than those classes. 
So certain and so generous indeed is now the indulgence of the 
American Merchant to his unfortunate debtor as to place him in 
that respect in a more creditable position than is occupied by his 
mercantile cotemporaries in any part of the world. 

The subject of a Bankrupt Law was also seriously agitated in 
the Senate whilst I was a member of that body. The abuses prac¬ 
tised under the law of 1800 not only led to its speedy repeal but 
attracted a degree of odium to the system itself which prevented 
its reenactment until 184 -; a spasmodic effort was then made to 
close up the appalling chasm which had been made in the business 
relations of the Country through the instrumentality of a Banlmipt 
law, which, so soon as it had effected a sort of general jail delivery, 
was, like its predecessor, sent to an early and ignominious grave. 

During that long interval there had been several unsuccessful 
attempts to revive the system. Mr. Hayne,^ of South Carolina, who 
had moved in the matter previously, introduced, upon leave, at the 
commencement of the session of 1827 “ A Bill, to establish a uni¬ 
form system of Bankruptcy throughout the United States.” It 
contained the usual provisions applicable to merchants and traders, 
and also a section (the 93 d) extending to all classes, whether traders 
or not, upon the principle of an Insolvent law, and was referred 
to a select committee composed of Messrs. Hayne, Berrien, Silsbee, 
Smith of Maryland, Johnson of Kentucky, Sandford- and myself. 

The proceedings of this Committee and the action of the Senate 
upon them have been kept fresh in my recollection by the striking 
exhibitions they afforded of the worlring of that spirit of rivalry 
so common to political life and so influential in the business of 
legislation. The leading and most active friends of the proposed 
Bill were Col. Hayne, the Chairman of the Committee, and Judge 
Berrien,® of Georgia. They were co-adjutors in politics and among 
the foremost in organising and forwarding the Party then in course 
of development which had for its objects the overthrow of the 
existing Administration and the election of Gen. Jackson. Col. 
Hayne possessed a lively imagination and an intelligent and dis- 

1 Robert Y. Hayne. 

sNathaniel Silsbee of Massachusetts; Samuel Smith, Richard M. Johnson, and Nathan 
Sandford, of New York. 

®John Macpherson Berrien. 



criiiiinatiiig mind. Judge Berrien was not less lugWy favored m 
both respects, and had besides, acquired a greater wanness in deba e 
by a lonir and more busy professional life. They were both am¬ 
bitions and looked forward, as they had a right to do, to high ran c 


in the party of which they were members. _ 

When called upon in the Commitee for my opinion of the Bill, 
I declared myself ready to vote for a Bankrupt law proper, apiili- 
cable to merchants and traders, but opposed to the ninety-third 
section as unauthorized by the Constitution and in every^ respect 
inexpedient. I was prepared to assign the reasons which had 
brou<rlit my mind to those conclusions but was prevented from doing 
so by findins; no disposition such as I had anticipated, on the part 
of tiie leading supporters of the measure in its original shape, to 
make me a convert to their opinions. The sense of the Committee 
was at once taken and a majority declared in favor of the whole 
Bill. Differences of opinion in regard to the disputed section were 
regarded with indulgence as results which had been expected, and 
dissentients were referred to the Senate Chamber for the explana¬ 


tion and vindication of their views. 

I was certainly somewhat piqued at this course but having wit¬ 
nessed similar proceedings among political friends when acting upon 
subjects supposed to be of great interest in tlie public mind I de¬ 
termined to be no further influenced by it than to give the Bill a 
more thorough examination after stating more distinctly to the 
committee my intention to ° oppose it if the objectionable clause 
was retained. I went to the Senate intending to confine myself 
to a simple and brief statement of the gimmcl I occupied, notwith¬ 
standing that I had, as I believed, made myself master of the sub¬ 
ject and notwith-standing the feelings produced by my construc¬ 
tion of the course pursued in the committee. I came to this con¬ 
clusion because rny support even of the constitutional parts of the 
Bill was little more than an acquiescence in the opinions and wishes 
of my friend.s—my own impressions being then ns they have been 
since that the frauds inseparable from the execution of a national 
bankrupt system are likely to outAveigh its advantages and I could 
therefore feel no gi-eat solicitude for its passage. Besides I feared 
that I could not present the encroachment of the ninety-third sec¬ 
tion upon a state sovereignty in its details and in the proportions 
Avhich the subject allowed AAuthout mortifying the pride of my 
southern friends by holding them up to their constituents as un- 
faitlifu] to a principle wdiich Avas the corner stone of our Party and 
particularly so regarded in the states they represented. 


° MS. II, p. 115. 


A lufitiou W'As tir.ulf !‘y (in',, lij’anrh ttt trike out tlu* j'etien, 
iunl updi! this atitl ufher a ileliatc eti laa! ujiielt oeriijiicil the 

Si'fiuti* fiU’ hldfe shall a Wrek. \\ lirll (sie qilc Unit uas ahfUl tti lie 
f.aken 1 ina*!f she hiirf .Jafiani'iil ] i*i>}iffin{)lale‘l, aji'l \iiiii'!i ap 
pear lu the iuual 1 >t‘!iai'hhe naitiMn taileii, and the 

:i-fUn!i u a letained h} a Ulte wideh indi<at»‘d the pa* aye of the 
\.ie»le lull, iaii a luitfiou (u ta-eun* ider ua made the iie\l iiiofiiin;'; 
h\ Seliat'tr Ihirtoji ut ,M i"*. \>ito had upon neu’e retleeUmi 

ehaiiifed Id opinion and was tiow uistin t the .-eetion. (hi this mo¬ 
tion the dehate waa fetieWed einhraeini>; the whole alhjei't and ill 
tile eour e ol it the priueipie-; I hail hrieilv adi aimed were re\iewed 
to an extent that made it my duty to u tain them. ! thereupon 
deliieted a pen h of emi uleralile ieii.'-tli wlueli Was not pnidi hed 
Im- ih.i- tea-'iu a t;>ned hy (Jale; iK Seaton in their Volume of the 
del-ale, I,I that e' 5un, hm uhieh I haii* ah’.av . reyarded a - the 
me .! ■ n-er till n! m_v eiiatorial ethirl Whaleum may have heeii 
if-, mei it , or if lark of tlmm, there wa-, no dilfereuee nf opinion 
a to if . etl’eef . upon tile di'po if ioii of the i|ue lion. It phieed (lie 
pfoi! ion of the nineti, third M-ef ion in li'dim that had tmt hrfore 
ie,M:rr<!| to mans of fho e ssho u taiimd it and made them anxiou- 


to > 

'e( J 

id of 

ll vs it lu lUf 

an immediate 

ehanye of vote . 

. 'hhe 

V he 

r.i u 

. 1 * in 

I on e> 

jtu- 

nee til 

a H eel ei 

1 to the 

lull, uiuh allUoii 

;di the 

V ol e 

1 U! 

she 

e‘'l -.oil 

V. a 

. ,'aih t 

antially the ,ame a*, hefore, the 

‘ vv huh 

‘ Bill 

ss a- 

- ii-i* 

■1 ted h 

e. ; 

i Vole 

of yk t 

o lir, ( hi mot iuii of ('ll 

1. Hay 

ue it 

S‘, .1 

. r-" 1 

iinmil I 

ed 

fu t he 

ele.-t ( 

‘olntu il 1 1 

•e w it !i iii'.t fuel u 

1)1 : to 

1 take 

out 

S he 

ohm*X! 

oil' 

. on, aiid 

in t liat 

form ii-piiited fi 

1 the 

eiiaf e 

ss hi 

I 

not rae 

ted 

elhnt 

w I<re 

made f 

or il - pa •are, 1 

lUt w i 

1 hoin 

'illei 

, 









! 

{Mill 

the e 

OIU 

In ton 

of mv 

peeeh 

the Senate adjourned 

and 

h.d' 

1 -i e ] 

i i.ad : 

1. ft 

mv 1 

•at Mr' 

I S Ihn 

, He and lieiTien 

appio 

leijed 

lue 

e. i 1 1 

1 1 ehemi'i 

n eomi 

da mi 

o! the I- 

onise ihiiij-'s hat 

1 taken and 

of 

m ;. ; 

lyeh- 1 

in 

p! o.ii:. 

ejuy it. 

I proj 

i‘< ei 1 to 11 leln 1 1 1 

ioin me in 


the . at ri iy«* an ! lo talk the matter user on our way to our lod.'-lny , 
( hir eonser atioa a <if that eai'er and earne f elutraeifi- u nal to 
Soullirin luen sshrii loylds eXeiti'd. diidy.e Ik-irs-n hi-iu" a !o-d 
to -jieeifs the yroimd of Is eompi iint aid lliaf 1 liad tale-ii them 
!<-. m pj •: e not hamin* ynen fhi-m rfi on to esjurt ilial 1 e.uuh! 
oppoe hue nuielv t ’ U I'd i'* t ion 111 dehtfe altho' I had deappi'osrd 
m 1 if. ( ol. flastie, ho'.', e’. i-r. without ss.iiiuiy' for leply, ex 

^ J n . !S • - 51 r , • ; li 1 >■ ■ . , >, I .. Of, ,.•« I . S. ! !*!-,• 

a,;. • i. ; j; i i oj. a.-- 

I.»! -■ ' ■ S''} ! ' S ■ 1, n.i I lit! ■ "S l ■ ■ ; 111- il > !. s’ a-, i I • it ..ii I Ui ' i 

5 . ' 1. . I . « ‘ S; 'i.'« . !i. i.'. iF fiiS: nr«>t S Mli lini.'Uft' rS'i' 

( . a ' _ . . • 1' 1 S 1 f.'l: t t ‘".i .e.ril |.i \ HI 11 

--i VO - .:•! ' . S .!i UsolO! lJ.Ji:'l lltili -1 fill ia*> lUe In Uli- V ;Ut 

Usn«n i *i|i* in lUi'J* t e.-.t . >.? .i.u. i; . r-vS 



216 




claimed that he felt bound to admit on the contrary that T had 
ffiven them distinct notice that I ^muld make active opposition to 
the Bill if that section was retained:—^“Biit what I complained 
of” said he, “is that Mr. Van Biiren did not state his objections, 
which now appear to have been of so grave a charactei, that he 
did not make an effort to convince us of their importance and give 
us such information upon the subject that we might have been 
prepared either to admit their weight or to rebut them.” 

I at once admitted that this complaint would have been well 
founded had not circumstances occurred which excused me fioin 
doing what he suggested, and informed them that I attended the 
Conmiittee intending to give them a candid account of the [my] 
reasons but their attitude compelled me to think that they did not 
desire me to do it. We could not agree entirely as to all the facts 
on which my opinion was founded, but my statement evidently modi¬ 
fied their complaints. In the subsequent discussions Col. Hayne 
made no further attempt to sustain the ninety-third section nor did 
Judge Berrien make material reference to it othei‘’wise than to repel 
as imfounded the charge he attributed to me of a want of proper 
respect on his part for state rights. 

Although the Judge and myself were afterwards members of Gen. 
Jackson's Cabinet and our personal relations were always respect¬ 
ful they were never confidential nor particularly cordial. From my 
first acquaintance with him I felt that the cultivation and mainten¬ 
ance of such an intercourse with him would be impracticable, a 
sentiment which surprised me because it was inconsistent witli the 
general current of my disposition and indeed then for the first time 
entertained. I refer to the fact only on account of its singularity 
and not in a spirit of complaint, as the fault, if any existed, may as 
likely have been with myself as with him. 

Col. Hayne I always regarded as a fair and generous hearted man. 
His course towards me on the question of my nomination as Minister 
to England, unjust as it was, did not change this oj)inion. I found 
no difficulty in attributing it to other influences than the unbiased 
dictates of his own heart. He was an improving man and if his 
life had been spared would doubtless have risen to still higher dis- 
tmetmn, at least in his own state. He possessed a tolerably good 
opinion of his own capacity, but whatever may have been the degree 
of this estimate of himself it was not sufficient to blind his eyes to 
nhat was passing about him. The Senate was at that time com¬ 
posed of much older men that at present, who were at least not 
esb able. One consequence of their long experience in public life 
nas t lat they spoke less for effect and sometimes discussed questions 
of considerable importance with seeming carelessness and compara- 
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tive feebleness. Newly appointed Senators often spent portions of 
the session previous to the 4th of March on which they were entitled 
to take their seats at Washington and much'of the time in the Senate 
Chamber preparatory to becoming actors themselves, and I seldom 
failed to discover in the faces of the younger men of this class a 
disappointment in the character and proceedings of the body to 
which they had been chosen; a feeling which frequently inspired them 
with a degree of confidence and self-sufficiency on their first appear¬ 
ance which the Senate always understood and seldom omitted to 
correct in a way alike efficacious and decorous. Col. Hayne was a 
marked subject of this feeling as he was also of the appliances de¬ 
signed to remove it. He entered at once into the debates and without 
the slightest embarrassment spoke fluently, intelligibly, sometimes 
forcibly but often without the slightest effect. Whilst he was hijn- 
self treated with proper respect, motions, arguments and opinions 
which he deemed very conclusive, were sometimes disposed of in a 
summary and unceremonious way not [at] all consistent with the 
weight to ° which he deemed them entitled. In short, altho’ no one 
appeared to be specially disposed to thwart him there was an in¬ 
visible but continual filling of his pockets with lead by which his 
career was seriously obstructed. His disappointment was always 
seen in his expressive countenance and once to my knowledge spoken 
out. No one informed him of the cause, but he did not fail to dis¬ 
cover it himself, or to take promptly the steps to remedy the evil. 
From originating propositions himself he became obviously desirous 
to follow the lead of others—instead of the usual confident and em- 
cathedm way of advancing his ojpinions they were now expressed 
with diffidence in moderate terms with well conceived expressions of 
deference to those of the elder and more experienced members of 
the Senate. The change was observed and appreciated. He had not 
only thereafter no more reason than any other member of the Senate 
to complain of its want of consideration for what he said or did, 
but he contracted a habit of acting and speaking in the body which 
was of great value to him there and would have been equally useful 
to him in any after stage of public life. 

The revulsion in trade and business of every description in 1837 
produced a clamor for a revival of the Bankrupt system from large 
portions of the people who had ruined themselves by their own 
improvidence. Among the many questions put to me by my op¬ 
ponents in the canvass of 1840—numerous enough to fill a volume— 
and answered notwithstanding the silence in which by their advice 
their own candidate was shrouded, there were several caUing for 
my opinion upon that subject. I took in my replies the same 
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ground that I occupied on me occasion oi wxuou x uecu 
ing and in so doing was not unaware of the costly sacrifice I 
of votes which I would .otherwise have received. 

The subject of the Judicial system of the United States a 
improvement was also elaborately discussed at this session, 
increase of the number of states and the inability of the t 
to do equal justice to all made some alteration in the existi 
ganization of the courts a matter of high necessity. Several 
were considered one of which I will notice here because I 
it involves a principle of great importance and because afl 
peated ineffectual efforts for its establishment it seems yet t( 
supporters in and out of Congress and will in all probabil 
again proposed. This arrangement separates the Justices 
Supreme Court from the performance of circuit duties ai 
volves them upon circuit Judges, to be appointed for that pi 
or upon the district Judges. 

Although the attempt to require by law that the Judges 
Supreme Court in the event of the establishment of such a s 
should reside at the seat of Government has not to my Imo" 
been actually made yet its propriety has been sustained ir 
gressional discussions and it is moreover generally concede 
that consequence would naturally follow without legal r< 
ment. The struggle for the accomplishment of this object, 
avowed but always meant, may be traced through our legi 
history for more than half a century. The Act of 1789, fi 
ganizing the Judicial s3^stem of the United States, authoriz 
Judges to make temporary allotments of the Circuits among 
selves, but made no provision in respect to their places of res 
So the law remained until the celebrated Act of 1801, pas 
the close of the administration of the elder Adams, which pi 
for an entire reorganization of the system. It converted t 
preme Court into a Court of Appeals, relieved its Judges 
Circuit duties and directed the appointment of nineteen ' 
Judges for their performance. 

The appointment of so large a number of officers for life 
administration from which the People had already withdraw 
confidence, and the extension of the Judiciary so far beyo 
wants of the public service, aided by the extraordinary exci 
of the period, drew down upon that Act and its authors the j 
public odium. The incoming administration of Mr, Jeffersc 
cured the repeal of the law, the abolition of the offices of t 
Judges, and the substantial reestablishment of the old systen 





Judicial officers. Some of the reasons for this change are el 
stated. It was founded on observation and reflection and 
prejudice. The tide of public opinion on the subjects of tl 
diction of the Federal courts and the term for which their 
should hold their offices ° has had its ebbs and floods, and . 
Ann belief that the time is not far distant when these quest! 
be more seriously agitated. 

The future fortunes of Mr. Clay became dependent in a ve 
degree upon the success of Mr. Adams. This consideration 
his views of the public interest, enlisted all his faculties 
struggle. The contest between Mr. Adams and Gen. Jacks 
was with great unanimity selected as the republican caindidi 
an arduous one, but was not, after the lapse of a year, (‘onsic 
doubtful result on our side. The common rally of the old 
licans in favor of the General caused many Federalists, v 
supported him in the last trial, to leave him now, and v 
exception of a few prominent men in different states the m 
that party went cordially for Mr. Adams. But a zealous m 
tween that portion of the republican paity who, adhering 
usages, had shown themselves willing to sacrifice personal 
ences to its harmony, the numerous supporters of Gen. Ja< 
the preceding election who constituted the majority in se^ 
the states, and the friends of Mr. Calhoun, who conirolkn 
Carolina and were formidable in many other states, encour 
the tried popularity of their (‘andidate, and strengthened by 
management of the administration was too powerful to be : 
and Jackson and Calhoun were elected to the offices of P 
and Vice President by large majorities. 

The same fall my friends called on me to stand as theij 
date for Governor of New York with a degree of unanim 
earnestness that did not admit of a refusal, and I was ele 
a plurality of more than 30,000 over my quondam finencl 
Thompson, who was run for the office without resigning his 
the bench of the Supreme Court. The anti-masonic exci 
which is too well understood to require explanation, made 
political demonstmtion at this election. The criminal trans? 
which produced it were perpetrated in the midst of a dis 
country in the-Western part of the state which since the 
1812 had been strongly on the republican side in party ; 
and owing to this circumstance and to the fact that dik 
secret societies had always formed a more marked feaJuro 
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masonic candidate for Governor, exceeding in number the majorit 
by which I was elected over Judge Thompson, were almost exch 
sively given in this region and at least two-tliirds of them take 
from our side. 

I entered upon the duties of the office of Governor early i 
January, and sent a Message to the Legislature which convene 
at the same time. I received soon after a letter from John liar 
dolph communicating his own and Nathaniel Macon’s congratuh 
tions upon the character of that paper. Few men were better ii 
structed in the principles of the republican party than Mr. Ear 
dolph and there was not one on whose good opinion I placed 
higher value than on that of the venerable Macon. 

I held the office of Governor only -days and during thg 

short period succeeded in obtaining the action of the Legislature o 
three subjects in which I felt great interest. These consisted c 
adequate measures, firsts to protect the public and more particular! 
the laboring classes, who were most concerned in a sound currenc 
because they were the most dependent upon it and the least able t 
detect what was otherwise, from losses through bank failure; secoru 
to prevent as far as possible the use of money at the elections, an 
third to abolish a particular monopoly^ and thereby to relieve 
valuable portion of the business of the community from unnecej 
sary and therefore injurious interference on the part of Governmen 

Of my consistent opposition to the multiplication of banks an 
my readiness to suppress and punish the frauds they have con 
mitted on the public I have before spoken. I think in these respec 
the record will not produce the evidence of any man having gor 
beyond me, be the merit great or small. Thoroughly satisfied of tl 
hopelessness of the task of putting a stop to the improper increaj 
of banks I turned my attention to the consideration of the moi 
effective measures to protect the most helpless against losses by the: 
failures. Joshua Forman, of Onondaga county, a plain but pra 
tical and far-seeing man, apprised of my general views in the ma 
ter, submitted for my consideration a plan for the accomplishmei 
of my object of which I thought favorably and which contained i 
a rough state many of the features of the Safety Fund System whic 
was finally adopted.^ I opened communications with those whom 
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settled upon the plan ultimately submitted to and a 
Legislature. Having an abiding faith in the wisdo 
of the system, if honestly administered, I have reques 
Major Flagg,^ who as Comptroller of the State ha 
with its administration, and in whose statements all ' 
will confide, to give me a brief statement of its wor] 
out. Flis reply will be found- 

The law which I assisted in framing to restrain th( 
in elections is still, I believe, on the statute books, a 
doubt its sufficiency if the provisions were fairly execu 
myself to the uttermost before I left Albany and af 
Washington, by letters to induce my political friends t' 
stand in its support at the first election after its j 
upon them considerations founded on the unprinci 
of the practices it was intended to suppress, the spe 
upon them to abstain from and resist such practices 
purer political faith than their opponents and final] 
motive of expediency. I assured them that experie 
factorily established the fact that as to the two great 
divided the country the spontaneous feelings of a ] 
of the People were on our side; that whenever we wei 
result could generally be traced to specific and extr; 
that with this truth before our eyes nothing could b 
in us than to tolerate practices which exerted an infii 
elections in utter disregard of the conduct or princi] 
spective parties or of the unbiased inclinations of tin 
in the use of monej^ the struggle was altogether unequ 
incorporated companies of all descriptions and the n 
being generally against them and able to raise more do^ 
could cents and that whilst they paid out their drible 
saries, emboldened by their participation, would ca 
them by the lavish expenditure of thousands. 

I urged them in view of these and other similar 
to forbear the use of mone}’- themselves, to appoint 
meetings a committee whose duty it should be to at 
and to institute prosecution in every case vrhere tin 
to believe that the law had been violated. But my el 
availing. Kot a single committee was appointed or 
my Imowledge made to carry the law into effect, 
as a dead letter on the statute book ever since. Excu 
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them. Partisans have since waded through seas of corruption 
the profligate use of money in elections—^neither side has b 
free of offense although nine tenths of the effects produced h 
without doubt enured to the benefit of our opponents. 

I have ever advocated the abolition of patronage that was ; 
acquired for the despatch of public business and limiting the 
terference of the Government in the business concerns of the Peo 
to cases of actual necessity, and [have been] an enemy to monpp 
in any form. Our state being eminently commercial a large and v 
valuable portion of its trade was carried on through the medium 
sales by auction. The exclusive right of maldng such sales had, fi 
the commencement of the Government, been conferred on oflic 
called auctioneers, ajDpointed and commissioned like the other offic 
of the Government. Appointments of this nature were like otb 
usually given by both parties to their political supporters, but 
meritorious politicians are neither necessarily or even usually g< 
men of business or possessed of the means required to carry 
business to advantage, they fell into the habit of transferring tb 
official rights to those Vv-ho were more fortunate in those respc 
for a share of the profits. . A species of official brokerage was tl 
kept on foot and sanctioned from the necessity of the case discrec 
able to the administration of public affairs. 

Looking upon the creation of these offices as an extension of j. 
ronage by Government to be a case where it was neither necessi 
nor advantageous, and upon the exclusive privileges attached 
them as an injurious monopoly, and satisfied that the business wo 
be better attended to when left to those who had no other cla: 
to be emplo3^ed than those which arose from established charac 
and proved capacity I recommended to the Legislature to abol 
the offices and to throw the business open to public comjpetiti 
This was promptly done, and the results have satisfactorily vir 
cated the wisdom of the policy. 
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°I received a letter from (5en. Jackson, soon afto 
at Washington, offering nu* (he place of Secrelary ()f 
United States^—a ■wholly unsolicited step. I had expre: 
to receive that or any other appoiidinent at his han 
him or to any other person and I have every reason t< 
no advances to that end were even- made on tlu^ part of 
friends. He said in a published letter: “ J called him [. 
the Department of State inniienced by the gein'ral wish 
tion of the republican party throughout the Union.” 1 
like every other oflico or nomination save om>, bestow 
in the course of my long public life, came to me without 
on my part, dii-ect or indirect, and in tlu'. execution of tin 
stood wish of the gnmt majority of the political par(_\ 
was a member. My election U) (he New' York State Sei 
elective office I ever held, was the. e.xceptioti referred ( 
cumstances under which I then felt my.self <'on,strain<‘d 
personally in support, of a. nomination, which I not < 
wish but stood ready t.o decline, have. Imcu unreservedly 
earlier part of this work. With (hat single exception m 
of that abstinence from personal efforts to nc<piire politi 
ment, which was once iia'xoraiily demanded by the hah 
ings of Northern peoph*, has been uniform. On tlu' mo." 
occasion of all—wlnm my acts ami motives were. most, 
assailed—that of my aeeeptanee of (!u‘ Presidential m 
flung before my opponents, including a. large mimlHu- \ 
been constrained, by views of public, dtity, to make .such 
viously close and eoididciitial friends, a, ehnllenge upon 
to which it w'ill be a<Imi(ted no om^ would have ventun 
at such a time, who was not W(d! assured of bis invulueral 
My second n<>miiia.t.ion for (he State Senate was mad 
feet unanimity. The opposition made, to my appnintmei 
ney General, under the State Government, in isi:,, w 
vidual effort by tliidge Spencer, whose iidliieiice in ;-i 
had before been irresistible, to punish me for ndusin/. 
his views in relation to the choice of U. S. Smiator, h 
an appointment against which there was not, until (li 
a known di.ssenfient in the [)arty to which we both ht 
appointment by the way. of wl'iieh he was, at an 
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ilio ill's! i<) siiii’iXi'sf !lu‘ {itiu'ss and of whicdi ho was an <advooat6 iii 
ids lavor was ohani^ta! into hostilily in tho way I havo stated, d 
principal foaturos of thjit. alFair havo boon dosorilKa! already 
I wdl on 1 \ add lu*re (lu^ (on', fompkins d(da\’t’‘(l Ins (‘astini^' v( 
at the (\)unoil, heiwotai Jud,<>v Woodworth aiul invself—<nvin<v 
it a (inasi-puhlio oliaraotin* by annoinioino: it at th<‘, Capitol—n 
declared in irivino’ i|. that he decidtal the <(iiestion in rny favor 
caust' he ludieved nu‘ to be coinpt‘t(‘nt to dis(*lnu'i!:e thi^, dlities of 
odice and because lu‘ kiunv that niy appointment was conllden 
expected by the party by wliich 1 h‘ liad hiinscdf been eh^eted. 
this it may wit-li truth b(‘ a<ld(Hl that tlauH* was at tlu^ niomcait so 
cooliu'ss Indwemi tlu'. (h)V(‘rnor and mystdf <i:!’owino: out- of his : 
point numts in my c()Uiil\\ and (hat alt ho** the <juestion upon the 
\'ote ol th(‘ (ounci! was pemlinii;* Indoiv him soriu' days^ ho was ] 
appF*oa<*luMl upon the* Mibj(‘et. ('itluu* by myself or by any of i 
Irieiuls, to tny knowhali^(‘ or iHdicd, Ilavinii^ b(Hvn rcanovccl fr< 
tlu' ollice ol .Vttfuauw (umeu’a! iindei* ei!’cumslanc(‘s alr(‘ady no(i< 
1 was, upon tlu^ return of my political fi'ituuls to power, a,ppoitii 
U. S. Senator, without. <lisai»'r(Hmumt. ainonij; tlumi. After the ( 
piralion of six years, my !H‘ nomination in eaueas was ma(k‘ w 
^’nait. unanimity aiid ree(*ived no (Opposition in the Ij(‘.<^isla,(ure si 
from my political oppoiumts. My nomination for (h(‘ o^Iic(^ 
(Jovernor was also mad(‘. without, opposition, and a<i:ainst. my'wisii 
by a. Statt^ Convcmtion. ()f my appointnumt as S(‘(‘retary of Sti 
1 hav(.‘. ju'^t spokiup and to that, ol Ministm* to Ibiidaiid lh(‘re was 
dissent., save by tla^ antapuudds of my party. I was nuuk^. a can< 
<late foi’ (1 h^ ofIi(‘e of \'irt‘‘Pr(‘sidtuit of tia^ Ibdhal Statens in pnr: 
anee of the* spontaiusms and united demand of ih^^ democa-aey (rf i 
Nation; a. {‘omprimimtary \’oie was ;e'i^en in Coinaaition to tnvo ot.l 
^(Uithunen by th(‘ (I(‘!ey*at(‘s <d* Ibeir r(‘Sp(‘et,lV(‘ Statens, wlu) w(Utp 
point, of fact, as friendly to my scdection as \vm\ iJiose wdio a.dv()(‘a.t 
it from tlie first, but-the nomination w’as foiihwitb made una.ninu 
in form as it. was in the w'islus of tI k‘ mass of I!u‘ dcmoci*a(Ic party- 
T reccivtal my nomination as t.Iie, democi*afic c,andidat(‘; for t 
office of President of the Ibdted St.af(‘.s from tlu^ National Den 
cratic Coiuamtion of and a^’ain, aftm* a four ye.ai*s incumbmn 


from a similar convention in 184Q^ by the votes of ev< 
those bodies. Defeated in 1840, thro’ well iindersto 
great majority of the democratic masses rallied for i 


circumspection which the latter evinced in every step he took in the 
Judge White declined and I became better acquainted with the pcrsoi 
parties, I had no difficulty in understanding what before appeared ii 
no special claims upon the Judge, but it cost him a great effort to 
General, who admonished him, as well as his wife (after his second 
usual unreserved and emphatic way, of the consequences of the £ 
to take. But Mr. Bell, of Tennessee, chosen Speaker of the House 
the votes of the opposition and of democratic members disaffected to 
administration, and Mr. Webster, by his attentions particularly to 
Judge’s family as well as to him, overcame his scruples. 

I have always believed that if I had possessed a tithe of the skill 
ment and of the spirit of intrigue, so liberally charged upon me by ’ 
upon the strength of which they gave me the title of “ magician,” I 
aside the opposition which sprang from that source without mu 
Speaker Bell, tho’ not one of Judge White’s closest friends, doubt 
action in the matter by force of superior capacity and knowledge, 
for political intrigue and occupied at the moment a position of dil 
from the circumstances attending his elevation to tho chair. I recei 
of a desire on his part to hold a confidential conversation with me 
invited to dine with a, mutual friend well disposed to his advancem( 
fore hand) that the Speaker would be the only other gentleman invit 
the subject of the Presidential election would be introduced and co 
the shape of the suggestions that would be made. Bell and Polk w( 
rival interests in Tennessee, and the treatment they might respective! 
from the new administration, if I should be elected, was a matter o 
After the ladies retired, the subject was, as I had foreseen, introduced, 
ache compelled mo to decline the conversation and to retire almost 
separated ^vrith the significant expression, by the Speaker, of a hope 
have a tooth-ache when we should meet again. This occurred shor 
mencement of Ihe session of Congress of lSf>4-5. Some days then 
last day of December, when Mr. Adams delivered before Congress, 1 
Life and Character of Lafayette, another attempt to converse upo 
made. The Senate repairing to the Representative Chamber, I, as tl 
of that body, was of course placed by the side of the Speaker. He i 
ject by an expression of his regret that the republican party was to 
nomination of Judge White and the satisfaction he would derive 
adjustment of the matter, and proceeded to say that such progrei 
and such a point reached as made it indispensable that whatever ^ 
arrest it should bo done immediately. Determined from the beginni 
planations as to the course I would pursue if elected, in regard to 
I put a civil end 1o the conversation by a few general remarks in i 
that the friends of Judge White owed to the republican cause and m 
they could not so- far forget it, as well as their interest, as to disr 
course indicated, and closed with an observation on the speech which 
in front of us. 

Struck by the peculiarity of the time and occasion selected by tin 
communication I turned with greater interest to the corresponds 
White and the Tennessee delegation (Mr. Bell being one of them), so 
and found that it was only on ihe previous evening that the delegatio 
consent to the use of his name and that there was therefore great rea? 
manifested, arising from the necessity for speedy action. 

It was immediately afterwards announced in the Tennessee newj 
regarded as the Judge’s organ, that his name would not be witlidra'^ 
is known. His resignation as Senator and final retirement from pr¬ 
of the extent to which he had been deceived and used, and sick o 
immediately upon the result of the election. 

WHien his old colleague, Mr. Grundy, reached Washington, I inquir 
and was answered by that facetious and worthy man as follows; “ Y 
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ney was not a. little a^‘i>*ravated by the aecoiiiits which 
from friends whom I met on my way of the condition ( 
Washinoion. "\Vo()dl)ury ai'rived af New York a 

retired for tlie nio-ht, and knowing; (hat I was to leave t 
morning, lu‘. obtaincsl permission to see me in my l)ed“cha 
enumeration of the IViends who were dissatisfied with 
tion of the (kibinet, and the dispositions tluw had ind 
rendtn-ed more imposing by my knowledge of his usual d 
speaking of such things. Vet whilst I placed mucdi co 
his good scmst' and r(‘gard to truth, I was W(dl apprisial o 
of his disappointnumt. in not ha.ving beam himself selec. 
Cabinet, as he, pen-haps, ought, to have been, a,nd was t-1 
cliiual to mak(^ libin-al (Itsluctions from his description on 
the natural (dh^ets of such a (‘ondition of mind upon tl 
most. num. At. Phihuhdphia. 1 had a, long and gloonr 
with Ml*, and Mrs. Livingston also just from Wa.shington 
lugstonV sit.nation was. in oik‘ n\sp(‘ct, th(‘ rev<‘rs(\ of Wo( 
he ludd in his pockid- lha'sidemt. rlackson's uncondition.al < 
mission to hh*anct‘ dlu^ only placa' lu^ desir(al t.o octaipy. 
d(*scription of tiu* unpromising stat(‘ of things at, t.he W’ 
was not wit hst.anding st ill morc^ (aiiphasized than the tii’st 
in r(‘gard to mattcu's which W(a*(‘ pcaadiarly within th 
lemal(‘ cognisance' and which, tho^ not of tin* higlu'sl, 
(‘onsidta*able importance*. -On probing the* sourea's of th(‘,i 
dismal fore'boelings to the*, bottom, I was gratifie'el to di 
Mr. Livingstoifs condeh'ne'e in the* strong se'use*, perlect, 
uncon(|uei*abl(* firmne*ss <d‘ the* Fresiele*nt, whie*h I hael a 
gareh'd as the preanising f(‘atau‘(*s of his characte'r wit-h i 
his n(*.w position, had not- sulFere'd any abate'inent. lie*. ' 
satislieel as he* (*V(‘r had be(*n that no man or set of men 
leatl the* (u*ne*ral to do an unweirthy tu*tion, anel tliat 1 
ness to he*ar anel !’e‘spee*t e‘Ounse*l fre)m t.hei.se* who migh 
instru(*teel than him.se'lf, in re*spe(*t to parthmlai* points, n 
all cireannstance's be^ re*lie‘el on. An apprehensiein. bnin 
tissumption that a.n influenc'e was e‘.xeHe*.d over the Presi 
woulel, in the* natural course of things, in respea*! to the* s< 
of the* Presiele*ntial Mansion, le*ael to eh'graelation tunl e- 
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made such to induce me to take early and effective steps to j 
or to remedy the evils they apprehended. 

Thus far were those intelligent and estimable people froii 
seeing what soon became obvious to qualified observers, that 
dent Jackson’s receptions at the Presidential Mansion wou 
tainly not be considered inferior, either in the cost or brillia 
his entertainments or in the grace and dignity with which his 
were received, as well by himself as by the female members 
family, or in the genuine hospitality which they dispensed, h 
of any of his most distinguished predecessors. 

But my strongest ^‘pose” was reserved for my arrival a 
Castle. As our boat approached the wharf at that place I 
nized among the crowd, as I expected to do, my particular 
Mr. McLane, with disappointment and deep mortification st 
upon every line of his intelligent countenance. His personal 
pations in regard to the composition of the Cabinet had been 
and, as he and his friends supposed, better founded than those 
Woodbury. He took my arm as I stepped on shore and pr 
that we should walk on in advance of the stagecoach, whi( 
sufficiently delayed to give us a tramp, not a little fatiguing 
in my state of health, but which gave him a fair opportui 
relieve his mind, so far as that could be done by unpack! 
heart with words.” He took the parole at once and kept i 
the coach overtook us. In the course of his excited harangi 
such it literally was, he described, in the earnest and energeti< 
ner usual with him when deeply moved, the degraded condii 
which he thought the administration already reduced thro’t 
vice of the evil counsellors by whom General Jackson wf 
rounded, and in conclusion referred to a letter that he had a 
to me at Albany immediately after the selection of the C 
In that letter, after saying that such a Cabinet required no co 
and that he could not see how it could command public coni 
and raising a series of objections to the official arrangement, ] 
mitted to my reflections wTiether the interests of my friends 
the Country required of me the sacrifice of assisting in an atte 
repair its defects and to give strength to the administrat: 
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There were unfortunately many others who had been prom 
and active in the suppoi^t of General Jackson’s election scarcel] 
dissatisfied with the Cabinet selections. The best known and 
influential p>oliticians of this description in Virginia and in S 
Carolina very generally shared in that feeling; and what made 
matter more embarrassing to myself was the fact that they cc 
tilted a class with whom my relations both personal and pol 
had been the closest, who passed as mj zealous friends and 
had been from the beginning and to a man, in favor of my 1 
placed at the head of the new Cabinet. General Hamilton, of S 
Carolina, a very prominent man amongst them, told my friend < 
breleng, as he infomied me by letter before I left Albany, tha 
T went into the Cabinet I would cut my throat.” There was ] 
ably not one of these malcontents more disax^pointed than m 
by the composition of the administration. I had been, perhaj 
too great a distance to be conveniently consulted on the subject 
the President elect, if he had been that way disposed, but my a 
tion had been throughout directed to other quarters. Except 
Ingham, the new Secretary of the Treasury, I had not heard 
either of the successful gentlemen had been x>TGposed for the < 
net before I received the news of their selection. It was beside 
in my power to regard some of them, though deficient neith 
character nor in social or general respectability, as well adapts 
a satisfactory j;)Grformance of the duties to which they had 
aj)]3ointed. Thus situated I could not allow any consideration 
involving a sacrifice of personal honor to prevent my acceptan 
the President’s invitation, and I continued my x)FOgi’ess to the 
of Govermnent with the same determination with which I hac 
Albany, that of contributing all in my power to secure the si 
of the administration. 

It was after dark when I reached Washington and the coaci 
barely arrived at the hotel before it was surrouned by a crowd o 
plicants for office whose cases had been deferred until the Ca 
should be full. They followed me into and filled my room, v 
from a sofa on which my health compelled me to lie, I informed 
that it was my intention to pay my respects to the President v 
an hour, until the expiration of which time I would listen pati 
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person at the seat of Government and disinclined to report i 
of such as did not leave their cases to the justice of the P 
and go home. 

A solitary lamp in the vestibule and a single candle in th 
dent’s oflice gave no promise of the cordiality with which 
notwithstanding, greeted by General Jackson on my visit 
Wliite House. I found no one with him except his intimat 
Major Lewis. His health was poor, and his spirits depr< 
well by his recent bereavement of his wife as by the trials 
sonal and political friendshi]) Avliich he had been obliget 
counter in the organization of his Cabinet. This was our fir 
ing as ] 3 olitical friends and it was certainly a peculiar featim 
interview anti no insignificant illustration of his nature 
received with most affe(*tionate eagerness, at the very threj 
his adniinisiration, the individual destined to occupy the fii 
in liis confidence, of whos'e character his only opportunities 
anything by personal obseiwation had been presented during 
of active political hostiliiy. 

Ho soon noticed my exhaustion from sickness and travel a 
siderately posti)oning all business to an appointed hour of ‘ 
day, recommended me to my bed. 

From that night to the day of his death the relations, so 
official, always political and personal, were inviolably nia 
between that noble old man and myself, the cordial and con 
character of which can never have been surpassed amon^ 
men. The history of those associations I propose to relah 
accompany it with an unreserved publication of our entii 
spondence. But before entering upon this work it may b 
that I should give a succinct account of our personal and 
intercourse from the commencement of our acquaintance to 
of his elevation to the Presidency. 

I was presented to General Jackson for the first time, a 
ington in the winter of ISlfi-lG, whilst on a visit to that 
which place he had been called by the exciting contest tl 
out of his Seminole campaign. Partaking of the extraordi 
terest which lie inspired wheiover he went I sought an i 
tion to him at the very moment of his departure for Tennei 
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State stood at fover-lieat, and having been invited to a public din 
ner by the Taimuany Society, which constituted one of the leadiuj 
interests in opposition to Mr. Clinton, he gave a toast, when callel 
upon, highly coinpliiucntary to that gentleman. We were of cours 
very much stirred up at being thus snubbed, as we considered it 
by the gallant General,—more so doubtless than the occasion calle< 
lor. He not only was no politician, but was, at that time, openl; 
and Ko.alously advocating the mitigation if not the entire suppres 
sion of party divisions amongst us. It may be very well doubte( 
whether he made himself at all acquainted with the nature or exten 
of the controversy in which ho seemed to take a part. We invite( 
him as a, meritorious Chief wdio had rendered the Country great serv 
ic(', we could not think him capable of offering an insult to hi; 
entertainers, we corrld well afford to allow the right of opinioi 
in its fullest latitude, and there was, it must now be confessed 
(>nough in the character and public services of Mr. Clinton to jus 
tify the General’s admiration and respect, even admitting the im 
putation of ]')olitical infidelity which we preferred against him t< 
have been well founded. The General was, moreover, in those days 
as T have just intimated, an advocate of Mr. Monroe’s amalgama 
lion i)olicy, which we, on the other hand, regarded as the gros 
delusion which, it proved, to be,—an opinion in which Jackson, be 
foi‘('. the end of his first Presidential tenn, not only cordially con 
curred hut was inclined at times to carry too far in the opposit' 
dii'cction. 

Tic made', his appearaticc in the. Senate in the double characte 
of one of the Senators from Tennessee and her candidate for th 
ollice of President of the TTnited States, and among those who op 
]K)sed his election to the latter place there was scarcely one mor 
a.ctively and zealously employed than myself; an opposition whicl 
oxtcuided alike to'Mr. Adams and to himself and which was neithe 
relaxed nor inleianitti'd until the final settlement of the questioi 
b\’ the House of Pe.i)resentatives. But these differences did no 
produce the slightest trace- of ill blood between us. Our persona 
intercourse: from the day we met in the Senate to the end of th 
severe I’residential canivass of 1824, was, on the contrary uniforml; 

MUfl \f»rito't(>onc; nlthn’ cii'c.iimstances oc urred which, unex 
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In that letter he said:—“ Every thing depends 
of your ministry. Now is the time to extermi 
called party-spirit.” Whatever may then have 1 
of Mr. Monroe’s feelings in respect to the Gener 
not deem its immediate adoption either safe or 
been elected as the nominee of a party caucus ai 
of two Presidents in whose support® a similar 
employed. To have pursued course like tha^ 
him by General Jackson, under such circumstanc 
state of public opinion, could not have failed t 
to his administration. He therefore wrote to th 
orate answer, complimenting his liberality but 
inexpediency of the course he had proposed. Ii 
first term was about to expire and his re-electi 
had been carried, with only a single electoral v( 
the whole Country, Mr. Monroe became, as I ha 
described, ready and anxious to carry into effect 
mended to him by the General four years before, 
sued by liis administration to that end was conti 
sentiment of the republicans and was met with p 
marked hostility at two points, as we have seei 
York and Pennsylvania; the demonstrations a 
dent’s policy in the former state growing out o: 
of a postmaster at Albany and of the nominatioi 
and out federalist, for the office of Marshal of th 
of Pennsylvania, in the latter. 

Both of the Pennsylvania Senators remonstra' 
Mr. Monroe against this nomination on the ex 
it was made in the execution of that amalgi 
which they and their State were opjoosed. It wi 
made and they carried the question to the Sen 
thoroughly canvassed, and by which body the 
rejected by a vote of 26 to 14; the dissentients be 
to a man, republicans. To silence the oppositioi 
the President, in the course of his discussions with 
that State, read to them the letter received in : 
Jackson who was already looked upon as a prot 
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ject without resen^e. The interest of the public in the matter < 
course increased with the improvement of the General’s prospec 
of success and the affair soon got into the newspapers and caus^ 
a great sensation, particularly in the Western District bf Pennsy 
vania, which was the stronghold and headquarters of the dem< 
cratic party of that State and already much excited by it. T1 
Crawford newspapers circulated far and near the charge that JacJ 
son had written such a letter. The papers which supported Jackso: 
well awar^ that, if written, it could not be successfully defended i 
that State, denied that the General had written or that Mr. Monrc 
had received any letter of the kind. 

Messrs. Lowrie and Findley,^ the Senators, were called out froi 
all parts of the State. Findlay, who was in favor of Jackson, n 
fused to say what he knew whilst Lowrie, who was a Crawfor 
man, although he had taken no steps towards a publication of tl 
facts, stated them publicly and truly. George Krehmer, the eve 
active friend of Gen. Jackson, applied to Mr. Monroe for info] 
mation and he authorized him to say that it was false that the Gei 
eral had ever written to him such a letter as Krelimer describe( 
Gen. Jackson substantially authorized Krehmer to say the san 
thing, declaring at the same time that he had reserved no co]: 
of the letter and spoke only from memory. These denials wei 
literally well founded because Krehmer’s description of the lett( 
was materially variant from the letter itself. 

A protracted correspondence ensued, the parties to wMch we: 
the President, his son-in-law, Mr. Hay, Gen. Jackson and M 
Lowrie. The latter removed the technical grounds upon whi( 
these denials were founded by setting forth the contents of tl 
letter according to his recollection of them and as he had declare 
them to be and called, in respectful terms, upon Mr. Monroe i 
publish Gen. Jackson’s letter, a demand which he thought hin 
self entitled to make as it had been shewn to him to influence h 
course in the performance of a public duty and without reserv 
Mr. Monroe refused to explain. Lowrie was thus brought i 
collision, upon a question of veracity, with two of the most powe 
ful men in the Country, and the Jackson newspapers, as well j 
thnQfi in favor of other cancrd te . r vardino* Crawford as tl 



lemma in which he was placed, by the publication of Jackson 
ter; a document which Mr. Monroe had dedicated to public i 
employing it as an excuse for his official course, to which ac 
its subsequent denial the difficulties in which Lowrie had be( 
volved were fairly attributable. He also sent his friends . 
Baldwin and Speaker Stevenson^ to the President to asc 
whether he had received his note and what he intended to do 
premises. Mr. Monroe’s reply on both occasions was simply t] 
]iad not decided to take any further steps in the matter. 
new phase of the controversy in which Lowrie had heretofor 
the worst in consequence of the weight and power of his oppo 
the tables were turned against them. His friends justified his 
tion of the letter on the ground of its necessity to his defens 
matter in which it was now evident to all that he was the ii 
j^arty and no proceedings could have been instituted to com] 
surrender which would not disclose its contents. hTor was the ( 
isfaction of General Jackson with the course that had been pu 
which had been obvious from the beginning, at all diminish 
the turn it had nOAV taken. Mdien he gave the advice in quest 
was Commander-in-Chief of the Army, with a soldier’s anti 
to party politics and not regarding himself, in all probabili 
within the range of Presidential candidates. Mdien, several 
after it was written, the use was made of his letter which prc 
all this evil, he was very likely to become one and was actually 
nated by his State a few months afterwards, and his stronges 
port w^as believed to be in Pennsylvania, where the doctrines 1 
charged with advancing were especially unacceptable, quite as 
so as in any State in the Union, and where from the circums 
of the case the Imowledge of their having been so advanced w£ 
fair way to- be brought to every man’s door. Besides the grej 
well understood change in his position, he may have enterta: 
different opinion upon the point, as was certainly the case 
wards. All these things were open to Mr. Monroe’s observatic 
reflection and it is difficult to believe that General Jackso 
otherwise than dissatisfied that the President should have over 
or disregarded them, when, after the lapse of years and v 
even asking his consent, he employed the advice given him in tl 
and under the circumstances, I have described. 

Doubtless in other respects the course that the matter had 
was very galling to the General. He hated concealments, 
was no trait in his character more obvious to others or more p 
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his opinions and his readiness to bear any responsibility ati 
to the avowal of them. With the knowledge that I now 1 
him, in that respect, I can well understand the mortificai 
endured from seeming to be privy and consenting to an < 
in regard to his opinions, and the correspondence between h 
Mr. Monroe plainly discloses the existence of this chagrin. 

Mr. Krehmer once more stepped forward and addressed ' 
the subject. In the General’s reply, which was throughout i 
ful to Lowrie, after saying that his correspondence with Mr. ] 
was private and confidential, although denying the version 
letter which he erroneously understood Mr. Lowrie to hav( 
to it, he broke through the entanglement^ into which he hj 
fered himself to be drawn by a species of special pleading : 
to his nature and habits by admitting that his advice to Mr. ] 
had been to select for his Cabinet “ men of probity and talent 
out regard to party.” This was the substance of the advi< 
tained in his letter to the President now expressed with more ' 
and in a way well calculated to make favorable impressions 
minds of large portions of the People. 

Having thus relieved himself from the quibbles that ha 
resorted to in his behalf by inferior minds, he said, “My o; 
and sentiments such as they have been written or expressed, 
time, each and every one are at all times welcome to. In 
or in private letters I but breathe the sentiments I feel and 
my judgment sanctions, and no disposition will ever be ente 
by me either to disguise or suppress them.” 

He also informed Mr. Krehmer that Mr. Monroe had pla 
his letters, at his own instance, in the hands of Major Eato: 
a view to their immediate publication. They were publish 
everything alleged by Mr. Lowrie in regard to the contents 
one read to him was fully sustained by the letter itself, £ 
course was not only fully vindicated before the Country I 
impressions on the minds of his brother Senators which souj 
soon found an opportunity for their gratification by his elec 
the profitable and honorable office of Secretary of the Senate 
place he held for many years during the most exciting pei 
mir political historv d dischar^fed its duties with credit to 
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favored with! ” His reading was certainly not of the best and his 
penmanship egregious, but there was in him beside punctuality, in¬ 
dustry and order, a personal amiability which won the hearts, and 
a firm integrity and sound sense wliich commanded the respect and 
confidence of all the Senators. 

His seat, while Senator, was, as I have said, next to mine and 
that of Greneral Jackson directly before us. Altho’ well advised of 
the extent to which Mr. Lowrie had been sustained and counselled 
by me thro’ the trying positions in which he had been placed, the 
General seldom took his seat in the morning, especially whilst the 
matters of which I have been speaking were in progress, ^without 
exchanging friendly salutations and shaking hands with both of 
us. His respect for Lowrie was doubtless increased by the fact that 
the latter called upon him the moment the affair was made public, 
gave him an account of the contents of the letter read to him by 
Mr. Monroe, as they afterwards appeared, justified himself in 
speaking of the matter as he had done, but denied having had any 
agency in bringing the matter into the newspapers. The General 
was pleased with his candor and obvious sincerity and assured him 
that he should never object to let the letter speak for itself by its 
publication. 

I had good reasons to know that he cherished feelings of warm 
regard towards Mr. Lowrie to the last and, at the time, I was well 
satisfied that the whole transaction, so far from exciting his prej¬ 
udices against either imxDressed him most favorably towards both 
of us. 

Gen. Jackson’s position in respect to the Tariff of 1824, acted 
upon on the eve of the Presidential election, was an embarrassing 
one. Pennsylvania, a strong tariff State, had been among the first 
to embrace his cause and she had done so with great zeal and 
power. A still larger portion of his strength was supposed to lie in 
the Southern and South Western States, which were all anti-tariff. 
He entered Congress with a general bias in favor of protection but 
with several reservations, the most prominent among which was a de¬ 
sire to limit Legislative encouragement to articles, necessary to the de¬ 
fence of the Country in time of War. Altho’ averse to the prostitu¬ 
tion of a Questio so deenlv affecting- the interests of the C untrv 
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efforts of his opponents to prejudice him, thro’ that channel, i 
estimation of both. In this dilemma, and following his natura 
always strong impulses to defeat the machinations of his em 
he assumed a position in regard to it more equivocal than ai 
had ever occupied on any public question, if not the only o 
his career to which such an epithet could have been applied 
any shew of reason. He declared himself in favor of a jud: 
tariff ”—an avowal that was no sooner published than Mr. Ch 
tempted to scandalize it, for its ambiguity, by a characteristic : 
of his shoulders, a toss of his head and the coimter-declarat 

well, bj^-, I am in favor of an a??judicious tariff!” 

The Tariff Bill of 1824, as it came from the House and wi 
ported by the Senate Committee of Manufactures, contain 
clause imposing a duty of 4|- cents on every square yard of c 
bagging imported into the United States—a provision under 
to have been specially designed to favor large establishment 
the manufacture of that® article at Lexington, Kentucky, 
provision was particularly obnoxious to the cotton growing S 
of Georgia, North and South Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi 
Tennessee, upon whose votes the General’s suppoi'ters relied 
confidence and the People of which were among his most ze 
friends. The numerous supporters of Mr. Calhoun in those S 
between whom and those of Mr. Clay—including the respe 
Chiefs—^there existed, at that time, the most bitter animosity, 
sonal as well as political, united with the friends and supporte 
Mr. Crawford not only in opposing the entire bill but in denom 
this part of it with sx^ecial vehemance. They characterized it 
tribute extorted from the cotton growing states to enrich Mr. C 
Kentucky pets, and the fact that those were the principal if nc 
only manufacturers of cotton bagging in the United States, 
great force to their charges. These circumstances adding the foi 
personal and partisan prejudices to a fixed hostility to the poli 
protection raised their oppugnancy to this particlar branch of 
feverheat and led to frequent and earnest remonstrances agains 
support that they feared General Jackson intended to give 
They often called him from his seat, and as that was direct 

-Pr»/^n4- r\-P T-rkivia oTirl ir^i-no nr* fUo mifairlni •nni’ o ■faw n'F 
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to go for tile Bill, as it stood, notwitlistaudiiig liis repugnance to 
the cotton-bagging duty and the anxious wish of so many of his 
friends that he and his colleague, Major Eaton, should cause its 
rejection by their votes, which they had it in their power to do. 

When the cotton-bagging clause was reached Mr. Macon moved 
to strike out altogether and when the ayes and noes were taken 
upon that motion I, who had until that moment in obedience to 
the wishes of my State, voted for the other parts of the Bill, an¬ 
swered in the affirmative, in consequence of which the vote on strik¬ 
ing out stood, ayes 23, noes 24; the General and his colleague both 
voting with the majority. Perceiving at a glance that my course 
threw the responsibility of the retention of the clause upon his 
own vote, he turned around and under evident excitement ex¬ 
claimed—You give waj", Sir!” I replied, Sir, I have been 

from the beginning opposed to this clause and informed Gov. 
Dickerson, when he reported the Bill, that I should vote against 
it unless the duty -was greatly reduced. Subsequent reflection led 
me to regard this provision as an exceedingly exceptionable one 
and I finally determined to oppose it in any shape, and so informed 
the Governor.^’ Before I had time to finish what I intended to 
say he stopped me and earnestly asked my pardon for meddling 
in a matter with which he had no right to interfere, declared that 
however great might be his disappointment at my vote, which had 
drawn from him, under the impulse of the moment, the remark 
he had made, he ought not to have forgotten that that vote was 
my own and that he, at all events, had no right to call it in ques¬ 
tion; and he pressed me, with much earnestness, to say that I was 
satisfied with his apolog}q which I did. 

The Senate almost immediately adjourned and the excitement 
caused by the affair was even greater than could have been antici¬ 
pated. The discontent of some among the offended friends of the 
General soon found a vent. As my candidate for the Presidency, 
Mr. Crawford was a citizen of a cotton growing State they saw, in 
the transaction, a plan to weaken their candidate and to strengthen 
our own, his most formidable competitor, in those localities, and I 
soon discovered, to my mortification, that a few of the friends of 
Mr. Grfi.wfnrri hnd ‘not been bffelnvnrrl in cminte.nfincino* fbnf. irlen 
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Fi’oin tlu‘ ihy we paritMl at Washinoion to the evc'iiino; on whi<*li 
1 waittal on him to (Mitrr upon llu^ diitit's of t!u‘ otlico (o \vhi(‘h he had 
appoint(‘(i me thert^ had Ikhoi ih> pcu'sonai int(‘reourse l)t‘.tween us, 
ni>r any (‘orn^spondcaua^ or eomnmni(‘a(ion in any form, sa\'i^ a formal 
IrUei* from him in!i’odiiein<j!: oiu^ of his fi-iends, om*. or two lett(‘rs 
to him and the Ndr^livilh* ('‘onimitttH^ in r(‘ply to calls for my opinitm 
as to llu‘ proper eourst* (o la* pursut*d in i*t‘sp(*ct to <‘ci*tain points in 
llu* cainassd all of which will )h* found in tin* c*ori’e pond(*n<"(‘ lu'r'e- 
with pul)lishedw his h*tti*r of invitation to h(‘(*onH* a inemhi'r of his 
('alduu‘t ami my acc(*ptan(‘e of It. ddie first inforanatiori lu* re{a*i\’(*d 
<d' my di*tc*rmination to .suppoil him, which was early rorm(*d, could 
i hei'cfiirt', as has he(*n t‘ls('where :dati*d, has'e Ik'I'U only <leri\'(‘<| ti-om 
tin* n(*u spapei’s or from the lett(*rs of (dhers. 


^ \ ul' Auc. S, iscs. I’ruut W. n. 1.<‘\v!h aHkluK I'nr iidlUicnl lulvirc is in (lu* Vjm 

Ilurrati I'apiTs, but im bUtur thiN imturu frum Van r.urtui r* now to 1 h‘ iVtind rltluM* 
tu \ an Uuron or JarkHuii UapiTM. 

It ua i Van r.tuani’a infotUbui to nt'romjian,\ (bio utUtdnor.raph.v with ri(*h‘<*t<Ml loltora 
I'rosu IiiN pU|H'i‘\ an Uitt'Ution in* tlbi tad rarry nut. 



CHAPTER XXI. 


On my arrival at Washington I found a very large lui. 
letters, addressed to me from diiierent parts ot the Cou 
our friends, speaking of the state of public opinion in t 
spective vicinities in relation to the formation of the Cabi 
subsequent acts of the Administration. I will not give a 
description of their contents which were, without any e^ 
that I can remember, of the most gloomy character. This ^ 
haps the natural result of the circumstances which atteni 
beginning of the new Government. A very large majoritj 
supporters of President Jackson in Congress and of the 
politicians who had been drawn to the seat of Government 
ness the ceremonies of the Inauguration were deeply disi 
with the first steps taken by the Pi'esident of their choice, 
many instances their discontent was aggravated by private 
in more by the disappointment of friends for whose adva 
they were solicitous and in not a few by sincere and disir 
sorrow in finding high anticipations dashed to the ground, 
supt)osed, by the formation of a, Cabinet of which as a wh( 
could not approve. This influential mass embracing a lai 
tion of the respectability and talents of our party, in retu: 
their respective States spread the opinion formed at Was 
broadcast throughout the Country. The views they toot 
matter and the opinions they had formed unhappily, to 
and influential extent, flowed into ears prepared, not to s 
disposed, to credit them. General Jac‘kson was not the c 
the politicians, as a bodj?^, of any considerable ]mrtion of th 
Those of them who had enlisted in the support of his con 
Crawford, Clay, Calhoun, for a season, and Adams, at 
vious election, during that excited canvass had worked the 
into the strongest convictions of the truth of the impressi 
had at the first imbibed of his unfitness for the place. T] 
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It was doubtless from this class of the President’s 
that these complaints mainly proceeded. The jiidgir 
masses was still in abeyance. 

The duties imposed upon me in respect to these 
tions were of an extremely delicate and responsible charr 
authors had a right to expect that their views should b 
to the President whom they had assisted to elect and 
not perhaps have selected a more a]Dpropriate chann 
purpose. They told their story “ free, offliand ” and 
strances and advice were not always or indeed generally < 
terms which excluded the idea of reproach; and the pecu' 
of the task of submitting such to the President, by one wh 
with him were of a character I have described mine tc 
was not a little increased by the circumstances that f 
part they came from men with whom I had been cl 
in opposition to General Jackson, at the preceding el 
personal association with him as a political ffriend w 
few davs standing and tho’ cordial on both sides was 
reasons I have intimated, at first entirely free from tin 
nients arising from antecedent events. I have morec 
to his state of body and mind, ill adapted to exhibit b 
and disposition to the best advantage; still every thing 
and heai‘d of and from him impressed me in the stron, 
with a conviction of his sincerity, integrity and stra 
truthfulness. 

I therefore determined to rely without reservation ^ 
upon those qualities, to submit in their strongest aspect 
views of the course he was pursuing which were em 
many who had supported his election and to leave on 
hitions to the judgment he should form upon the who 

With these views T selected from the mass of letters 
and sent to the President one from Thomas Eitchie, tl 
the Eichmond Enquirer, then regarded, and I doubt not 
my warm personal and political friend, who tho’ he hn 
General Jackson with much power and effect in the 1 
had, with myself, 02 )posed him befoi*e and in a manne 
circumstances calculated to excite in. him for the moi 







rlUH'is " in soiu(‘ II jA'ave us all addilional spirits. lUit, T spo 

profouiul i-(\i 2 ,‘rut, tin* suhscHHiunt apixunlnuMils have thrown a cIoik! 
fiitauls which it will rtH}uiiH‘ sonu‘ tiau' and .iAr(‘at wisdom to disi)(d 
sorry to S(H‘ tlu‘ pta*sonal rri(Mids of tlu^ Prc^sidiMil appoinlod; W(^ Ian 
so many of lh<‘ lOditorial ('Orps I’avonMl with lh(‘ palrona.a:(‘ of tlu' A 
lion. A sifiiA'h* cast‘ would lud havc‘ S(» mucii <»hs(M*valion,—hii 

looks as if there were a systtanatic etTort to rewartl Editorial Ihirtiz; 
will have lh(‘ tdTtH'f of hrinjAina; tlu‘ vaunt(Nl Lihculy of the Ihasss int( 
eonteuipt. I makt' allowane^^ Tor th‘(‘ situation of tla^se jAentUau(ai. 
mo.4^ of them an" ahh" and <{ualiru"d. d'h(\v ha\‘(‘ fouiAht. manfully to 
('orrupt eoa lit Ion--'flaw have* fouJA'ht with tin* halda- round tludi* ii 
not, as I have don(\ so uuich in th(‘ <‘ountry of frit^nds, as of euemita 
for all thes(‘ thin.a:s, and still tlu" truth cannot h(‘ disj.;uis(Hl that, 
whh'h shriidvs likt" th<" s(msitiv(" plant, from the touch of Mxecut.ivt" 1 
h(M‘n luHMlhsssly handh"d, Inva<I(" th(‘ friH*dom of tin" pr(\ss and tin" 1 
idiH'tion, hy show<‘rin.i;’ patrona.ax" too much on Mditors of n(nvspap(‘ 
iMemlua's of (loni;r(‘ss, r.nd the ri;Ahls of tlu" Pt'oph" tlu"ms<dv("S ar(" ( 
imminent dan^xav 1 know that this was not. tlu" uiotirc of such app( 
hut I ar;A'iU‘ about c//Vc/.s‘: (‘ff(*cts to<) not to ht" hroujAht about; by tfi'iH a 
lion but by Usss worthy oiu^s which art" to succ<"(m1 it. 

'rh(‘n‘ is SOUK" ditlicully under all mav Administ rat ions to know 
Old and whom to put in; and it is the riAAht us(‘ of patronaA^’c ii 
<‘ircumstanc('s that conslitut("s oiu" of (h<" most <l(dicat(^ <ip("rations < 
numl. \Vi‘should suppos<" that oiu" jaudty jA’ood rul<‘was for tlu"(lhi(d’ , 
tt> consid(‘r ollict^s not. as mad(‘ for himsidf, tin" jAratili<‘ation of his ov 
iind th(‘ prnmotiou of his oum purp<>S(ss, but as a public trust, to bc" < 
tin* m<>st worthy. I throw <miI this sim;L!:(*sl ion Ixa-ause^ I hav<" s(‘<mi 
stress laid upon tfie p(M'sonal r(‘(‘lin?As of the Pn‘sid(nd by s<nn(" \\d 
sutrn-i<‘nt 1V (‘Slimat(' th(" hieh station whi<*h he oc<aipi(‘s. d'luua* 


thin: 


I jAo for nd’orm, hut what is nd'onnV Is it to turn (uit. o 


lho.s(‘ who vot(‘d a^.Aainst him, or who (hsamtly pr<‘f(u*r(‘d l\!r. Adams* 
imi rallHU- thoS(" who ar(" incapable of disciiarKiim^ tlndr duti<\s, tlu 
the i^A'uorant, tlu" emh(‘'/7d(U% tin* man who has abus(‘d his olUciai f; 
k(M‘p (len. Jackson (»ut, or who an* so wtsldt'd to the <*orruptions of < 
S(‘t their fac(*s a'^ainst all rtd’orm? Is it. not to abolish all unn(‘c("s>! 
and to ctirtail all unmMS'ssary cxixmses? It sinady Is not lo put c 
and (‘Xperi(*nc(M] olliciu* b(‘<*au.se he was a dc'ccml. frhua! of J’. 
ordfr to put in a heaf<*d partizan <d’ th<‘ <d(‘<’lion of <Jen. Jackson, Wi 
zan (‘hoosi‘s t<» dub himstdf on that a<’count. tlu" fritmd of K(d’orm. I 
such a spirit of Utdorm will not couu" m^ar to tis In \'irfAinia. Shoul 
hi‘ s(‘ekinfA the loav(*s ami tisla^s of f(Hl<*ral olUc(" in VirjAlnia I hope I 
isjralii)!} will b(" \<"r\ caiad’ul iidiom th<*y may put out to s(‘rv(‘ s\icli 
s(H‘ker. J'luu’t" is no man whom I would toueh in (his <*ily. 

d'hi‘ (MUirse of appointuHMils at W’ashiujLAton is (‘alcul;d(‘d to co(d at 
soiiio id' our frifsids. d’lu* (*muni(‘S of th(‘ Administration ari' on tin* al 
:ir(* availiiuA th(‘ms(dv("s of al! our (‘rrors, wbiU‘ we aia^ so situattMl tl 
unaid<‘ to Justify or dtdVud IIkmu. You can scarcidy con<M‘iv(" tin* 
uhich prevails. Will you e\<*use nu" for tronbliuK yoji with the foil 
ti*act, which 1 have r(‘ceiv(*d from WashiiCAton, from a. {»rofoim<l o 
nam and thiims. lit" is a warm frimid of tin" Pr(‘sid("nt and no Yi 
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and termination. TJnder tlie profession of Reform changes 
public injury. Let the rule be once known and every mo 
active partizan of Gen. Jackson will be brought \wthin it. 
violent men, alike destitute, I fear, of principle and intelligt 
into conspicuous positions, in the excitement, and placed 
High minded and talented men, in such a result, will, for 
into the shade. The contest will be for office and not for j 
impair the moral force of our institutions at home anc 
eventuate in their destruction. 

“ Should the present Administration go down, as I fear 
Claj^ come into i)ower, on Jm system, I tremble for the 
violence, reckless of consequences will then be the order of 
gloomy picture, and I wisli to God I could persuade mys 
colored. I see and understand perfectly all the movements 

My heart aches as I make this Extract. Sincerely do I t' 
anticipations may be defeated, and that Gen. Jackson may 
amid the loudest acclamations of a grateful people. I won 
was honorable and proper to lead to this result. But I have 

I beg you to make no answer to this letter. I write in h 
Perhaps I ought not to write it at all. 

I am. Sir, resp’y 

r 

Maech 27th 1829. 

Gen. Jackson’s note, returning to me tlie above 
seen bears date'on tlie same dav with inv communic 
was as follows: 


President Jackson to M. Van Buren, 

I have read the enclosed letter with attention and if tl 
would warrant the conclusion the objections would he w€ 
There has been as yet no important case of removal exc 
Harrison; and I am sure if Mr. Ritchie has read the instr 
Ministers, who were sent to Panama, he must think th' 
Harrison not only a prudent measure but one which the int' 
makes indispensably necessary. I have referred to the ca; 
only, because I cannot suppose Mr. Ritchie has any allusion 
comptrollers, who were dismissed not so much on account 
for the want of moral honesty. 

The gentleman who has been selected to supply the plac 
is, I believe, as well qualified, if not better, than any oth 
undertaken the mission to that Country. 

t would advise the answering of Mr. Ritchie's letter 
delicate manner to put him on his guard with respect to 


that the President has not nor will he ever make an appointment 
a view to the public good and the security of the fiscal eoneeri 
nation. He never has, nor will he appoint a personal friend to off 
by such appointment the public will be faithfully served. I canno 
Mr. Ritchie would have me proscribe my friends merely because 
so. If my personal friends are qualified and patriotic why should 
permitted to bestow a few offices on them? For my own paii: I c; 
well founded objections to it. In my Cabinet it is well known t 
is but one man wuth whom I have had an intimate and particular 
ance, tho’ they are all my friends in whom I have the greatest c 
But even if it were as Mr. Ritchie supposes, I have only followe 
amples of my illustrious predecessors, Washington and Jefferso 
took from their own State bosom friends and placed them in the 
Not only this but Gen’l Washington went even farther,—beside 
two of his friends from Virginia near him, he brought into hi; 
Gen’l Hamilton with whom, if possible, he was upon more intimi 
that I am with any member of my Cabinet. 

I have drawn your attention to these facts because I apprehend 
friend Mr. Ritchie ° had not reflected upon the subject or he \ 
have suffered himself to be so easily alarmed. I have, I assure 
of those fears and forebodings which appear to disturb the repos 
Ritchie and his Washington correspondent. I repeat, it would be 
you to write Mr. Ritchie and endeavour to remove his apprehension 
culty and danger. Say to him before he condemns the Tree he 
wait and see its fruit The people expect reform, they shall nc 
appointed; but it must be judiciously done and upon principle. 
Yours respectfully 

A. Jack 

March 3 


Mr. Van Bxjren. 

Ill pursuance of the President’s suggestion I wrote to Mr 
as follows:— 

M. Van Buken to Thomas Ritchie. 

Private. 

Washington ApriZ 

Deak Sie, 

I am constrained by my respect for your opinions and esteem 
personal character to disregard the delicate intimation at the clos< 
letter, so far at least as to acknowledge its receipt and to say a f 
as to its contents and the direction I have given it. 

Owing to the great number of letters I found here at my arrival 
my attention yours did not fall under my observation until Mon da: 
After a careful examination of its contents I believed it was duo i 
the President as to yourself to submit it to his perusal, wdiich 
on Tuesday morning. He read it with the best feelings and, on re 
to me, entered into a full explanation of the points to which you refer 
utmost deference to the opinions you have advanced and respect 
author. 

I express his sentiments when I say that it is at all times most 


to explain, as far as time and circumstances will permit, 1 
which every public act is regulated. 

Disclaiming all reserve with those whom he respects, it w 
agreeable to him that you should be fully apprised of the m 
that have actuated him in making the appointments to whic 
it will give me much pleasure should you visit this city (\ 
hope you may be able to do) to make you acquainted wit 
sure conviction that you will admit the purity of the form 
fully concur in the justness of the latter. 

Your own good sense will satisfy yoxi of the impracticab 
mistakes or giving any thing like universal satisfaction in 
that portion of the Executive duties which relates to at 
ticularly under existing circumstances. It is not in the wit 
I have been here but a short time and cannot of my owi 
anything as to past measures, but I have seen enough to so 
man ever entered upon the duties of the Chief Magistrate of 
Country with greater purity of purpose or a more entire 
honor of the Government and the welfare of the Country tha 
incumbent, and I shall be grossly deceived if in the sequel 
opinion of the great body of the American People. 

lioping soon to have the pleasure of seeing you I have 
the contents of this as well as the fact that it has been wr 
lined to your own bosom, and to assure you of my great res 

If to these and such as these disturbing and discoii 
be added the obstacles that were thrown into his pa^ 
the Eaton enibroglio,—private and personal mat 
acquired political consequence by its adaf^tation to t 
of resentments, springing out of the formation of th 
as was supposed, to the elevation or depression of 
high positions,—^we will be able to estimate justl}^ 
fluenccs which surrounded President Jacl^son when 1 
his official duties. 

Having as military commander abstained from fr 
of war, because he thought they were too apt to be 
the General from a proper and often most salutary 
he carried something of the same feeling into his actic 
His disinclination to Cabinet councils, springing in 
consideration was doubtless greatly strengthened 1 
stance that he foresaw, at an early day, the. division 
broke out among his constitutional advisors, from 
which I have alluded, and he fixed his course in the 
best adapted to neutralize its effects. But whatever 
his reasons the fact was that for a long time at lej 
was to have interviews with the heads of departm 
as often as was necessary to the proper discharge 


AUTOBIOGEAPHY OF MAKTIIST VAN BUREN. 

their departments. One of the ISTew York newspapers, friendl; 
him, whose Editor had visited Washington in mid-summer, s 
and I have no reason to doubt, correctly, that down to that pe: 
not a single Cabinet meeting had been had for the dispatcb 
business. 

Soon after my arrival I met him [the President] to talk over 
general concerns of the State Department. The question that 
presented itself for consideration was the condition of our repre 
tation abroad, the expediency of changes, the extent to which it 
desirable to carry them and the persons to be appointed. As soo 
these points were broached he volunteered to say that he had c 
mitted a greatrinistake in respect to portions of them for whicl 
thought it-was his duty to apologize,—^that as he had selected 
to manage that branch of our national concerns I ought to 1 
been consulted in resj^ect to the changes to be made and the s( 
tion of the ministers,—^that instead of this, induced by consid 
tions which he stated and which were, tho’ not consistent, as 
admitted, with the loroper transaction of business, creditable 
his heart, he had disposed of the two most important Missions 
offering that to England to Mr. TazewelD and the French Mis 
to Mr. Livingston.- Having been .apprised by Mr. Livingston 1 
self of these steps I was of course prepared to give my view 
respect to them, and admitting, as I did cheerfully, that there ^ 
no two gentlemen in the circle of his friends better entitlec 
such a compliment as he had paid them or in whose behalf my 
sonal feelings would, on suitable occasions, be more cordially 
listed, I yet felt bound to say that, having regard to the chara 
of the business to be attended to at those courts, viz: the se 
ment of the long pending and greatly complicated questions 
tween us and England in respect to the West India Trade and 
still older imd scarcely less difScult and tedious subject of 
claims upon France, I had not been able to satisfy myself tha 
had been fortunate in his selections. I assigned my reasons 
that opinion, at length, not, it is scarcely necessaiy to say, ur^ 
anything against the public or private worth or general capa 
of either, but insisting that the public service in those res]: 
would be. in all lorobability, more successful if those Missions 
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expect to be exposed and to submit to the drudgery thro’ 
final success could alone be hoped for. 

* He listened to me with marked attention and, when I had fi: 
said, with much feeling, that his own subsequent reflection had 
misgivings in respect to the adaptation of the gentlemen ] 
selected for the particular concerns with which they were 
charged and that the views I had expressed convinced him e 
that his course, tho’ well meant, had been an unwise one, addii 
nothing could afford him more satisfaction than to be able tc 
the offers he had made if he could do so in a way ° perfectly c 
ent with what was due to his own honor and to the feelings 
gentlemen to whom he had tendered them, which we were 
could not be done. But as his offers had neither been accepted 
fused, tho’ considerable time had elapsed since they had been 
the prominence of the subjects referred to in the public mb 
the desire that would naturally be felt by the parties particuls 
terested and by the friends of the Administration to see prom 
effective measures adopted to remedy what the latter had re 
as failures on the part of our predecessors, suggested the pr( 
of writing to those gentlemen assigning the reasons for speedy 
and inviting them to give definite answers upon the point of , 
ance and to be ready, if they accepted, to start upon their res 
missions as early as the first of August then next, which wouL 
them four months for preparation. To this he cordially aj 
and I promised to prepare the letters for his inspection. 

The missions in respect to which changes were resolved u 
that interview were those to England, France and Spain. I 
last he invited me to suggest a name. I proposed that of Mr. 
bury,^ which he promptly accepted. He had served with him 
Senate and as no member of the Cabinet had been taker 
New England he considered his location fortunate. I wrote 
Woodbury on the spot.^ 

In my letter I expressed a confident belief that “ in the ] 
state of things his talents (of which no one had a higher c 
than myself) would enable him to render essential service 
Country and acquire great credit to himself and that I was s 
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had made me the happy instrument of a good act in authorizing 
the offer to him of so honorable a mission I looked with much com¬ 
placency for the receipt of his answer, not doubting it atouM show 
that the wounded spirit had been healed, in some degree, at least, 
thro’ my agency. 

It came, but not in the gratifying form I had anticipated, rather 
as a damper upon my feelings. He was very anxious to do what he 
could to “furnish the President with any influence in his power 
tow^ards the successful accomplishment of the policy of his admin¬ 
istration, as thus far developed, and to obviate misapprehensions, 
prejudices” &c; but it was doubtful whether he wuuld be able to 
accept the mission, and he wanted information on certain named 
points before he could decide. These related piuncipally to the busi¬ 
ness to be transacted in Spain—^the time to elapse before he would 
have to start on his Mission—w^hen his salary would commence if he 
accepted and how long he would be expected to remain abroad. 

Without changing our opinions in respect to the strong points in 
Mr. Woodbury’s character or his capacity to make himself useful in 
the public service, this answer occasioned both to the President and 
myself no little surprise and disappointment. We could not help 
seeing that the President’s prompt offer, and the flattering terms in 
which it had been conveyed, instead of being received as proof of our 
respect and esteem for him had filled Mr. Woodbury wdth exaggerated 
notions of our estimate of the importance tO' the administration that 
he should be conciliated. Yet this was all a mistake. He was one of 
the few prominent New England men who had withstood the sec¬ 
tional current in favor of Mr. Adams and remained with us thro’ 
the election, for which reason, strengthened by the fact that the 
Eastern States were not represented in the Cabinet, I was desirous, 
sensible of his undoubted capacity, that he should receive an early 
proof of the favor and confidence of the Executive; but there could 
not possibly have been a greater error than the supposition that, in 
the matter of appointments. President Jackson was ever influenced 
by"^ any consideration like that here suggested. The conciliation of 
individuals formed the smallest, perhaps too small a part of his 
policy. His strength lay with the masses and he knew it. He first, 
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l)esi(los pi'osonted a good o|)portunity for a lu'iof o\jH>so 
wliich ho inioiuha! io piu'suo io similar 1 ha\<^ oi 

draft, of 111}’ reply hoforo nio wliioh I iu?’i‘rt, as it furiii: 
oonlidonlial oliaraotor, roliahlo in’idiauv of the priiu^iph^ 
the President, acted in the disehai*g(‘ of his oHicial ilutioi 

'Co la:\i W'ooaiu UY. 


I\lY DKAli Siu, 

Jf you a<'cept Ihr Pn'saUait will (*xihm*( .\<iu t<t l<*!ivo (!h‘ <'ounti 
due r(‘}j,'anl l<> your privat<* affairs will an<»w, so thnl ytni an 
beyond lli(‘ first of Auausf. fH‘lay in (iu‘ <h*parlure aial illspatel 
of our f'enaji.ii Ministers was a vice of tlu‘ late adniinlstrution 
(leuimMl tluni and must not pra<‘tie<^ now. i'lie Presblent will 11 
that tlu' Ministtu's appointed hy him shall proetH'd upon tludr 
reasonahI(‘ tina^ and nvaulate tlu‘ period of their nUurn h^\'' tht^ 
and not hy tluar phxisuri' or jwu-sonal eonv<niitmee. If Lrood <*aus 
(airly ridurn I<*av(' will of e(m!’S(‘ h(‘ ^iviai hut in the ah-.om*^^ of ; 
a r(‘turii in a shortm* ptu’iod Ilian four y<‘ars \s ill not ho an!ieipalt 

''File rri\si(l(Mit r(\a’ards llu‘ Mission to Spain as tla* mm-oihI in | 
tan(‘{‘ in tin' pr(‘S(*nt condition of <nn* foreimi relation’s and t(‘Si 
\'i<*tion hy tli(‘ t'a<'l of defirh iic.': hiinsclf iif oui* . or\i<n'• in ;e<»iir 
honoralile and r(‘sponsihh* situation. 

\’our salar.\' with in <'as(‘ of aercpiancc, c<aiuuono<‘ Irom tp,» | 
your lioni<‘ ineiudiin;' a visit fo this city u hich will in* rt* ulntod 
of your (l(‘pnrt ure. 

HopinjX that your dt^eisiou will he sttch as I eaunof Imi ihini 
to your honor and ativanet* die interests i»f the (’ouiitf\\ 

I am, diuir Sir, 

\'our friemi and olnl’t f.erv't * 

iMi'. Whsalhin-y's all^\M*r to ilu- a\oue«l hi conruri 
o*eiuu’aI views it (‘Xpre-Msl and di chtitned all t!o ire t< 
ciples so <*lcarly conducive fo the ptdiiic infcro t dopar 
his account. Ih‘ sttid that if the ,\!i: -ion had Ihhoi h 
ohjha’i. liki'ly (o 111* acriuupiisln*d in a \oar or t\\»n lit* 
()\'(‘rc()nu» all ohji‘etion. atnl accep|t*d the oiler, hiil iha 
won^ intl(‘xihly opposml to act‘oinpanung him, t!ij| a lat 
of his fri(*nds atht*rse to hi. !ea\iiii! I hr c muitr\ 

a t.iiiK*, if at. alh ttnd us tite mi''-sio{i ua . td' a : cto»ral cl 
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disappoinnient would be to save to tlie councils of the nation the 
advantages of Mr. Woodbury’s talents and eisf^Derience.^ 

In a subsequent letter,- based on the preceding one, Mr. Wood¬ 
bury assured the President of his entire willingness to fill any situa¬ 
tion under the Government which would not, like the Mission to 
Spain, require so long ° an absence from his family, and accom¬ 
panied that announcement with a gloomy account of the disordered 
condition of our own party and of the extraordinary activity with 
which the opposition had already entered on the canvass for the 
next Presidential election; talked of resigning his seat in the Senate 
and of retiring from public life, &c., &c, upon all of which Gen. 
Jackson, in returning his letters to me, remarked in a note “that 
he inferred that Mr. Woodbury over rated the value of the aid that 
M^'. Adams would be able to bring to Mr. Clay at the next Presi¬ 
dential election and was more alarmed than the facts would war¬ 
rant; that we had only to continue the course we have commenced, 
take principle for our guide and public good our end, and the people 
will sustain us.” 

In this brief note and in that relating to Ritchie’s letter are to be 
discovered the secret of the General’s extraordinary popularity. Such 
an abiding trust in the integrity of the people and in their fidelity 
to those who are faithful to them, accompanied by a readiness to 
spend and to be spent in their service, a willingness at all times to 
sacrifice ease and comfort and if necessary to hazard his life for 
their safety could not escape their knowledge or fail to secure their 
love and gratitude. Since his character had become known to them 
by a long series of self sacrificing acts they had not doubted that a 
solicitude for their welfare most ardent and of never failing disin¬ 
terestedness was deeply seated in his heart and ever present to liis 
mind. ISTor was it surprising that this faith and these dispositions 
constituted such marked features in his character. They were nat¬ 
ural results of peculiar circumstances in his condition. No public man 
was ever so highly elevated of whom it could be said with more 
truth that he was one of the people. They were his blood relations 
—^the only blood relations he had in this or, as far as is yet Imown, in 
any Country. No one stood nearer to him in that great natural tie 
than another. The remarkable success whicl crowned his efforts in 
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I have not introduced these particulars by way of 
less of disjiaragement but to give an inside view of 
public men—a view which generally differs materia 
Vvdiich is seen by the public. The sequel of this work • 
much there was in Mr. Woodbury’s career deserving 
and approbation of his Countrymen and of the suppo 
Gen. Jackson and myself gave to him to the very close 
lives, notwithstanding striking peculiarities, I migl 
obliquities, in his political course. 

Mr. Tazewell, altho’ willing to represent his Stai 
tional Legislature, appeared to me to be as free i 
of office as any man with whom I was associated i 
He came to the seat of Government very soon after n 
I think before I wrote to him on the subject of tl 
England which had been tendered to him by the T 
was he said unwilling to accept it unless he could s; 
that by doing so he would have it in his power 
Country some signal service. Upon that point at le 
to carry his heart in his hand, and left no room fo] 
tion or doubt as to his sincerity. He had taken as Sen 
part in the proceedings of Congress on the subject of t' 
Trade, but his hopes of a successful negotiation in 
were not sanguine. In this state of mind his purpose 
Washington was to ascertain whether it was at all pn 
would be able to exert an influence in behalf of the rc 
fication of the com laws, and to place the question 
a nee upon the result of that enquiry. He announc( 
mination to the President and myself but we could r 
give him any encouragement upon the point and told 
out reserve. Being well acquainted with the Britis 
Washington, Sir Charles E. Vaughan, and appreciatin 
and franlmess of his character, he expressed a desi 
consult with him upon it to which we saw no object] 
ried, I think, a letter from me expressive of his desi 
President’s approbation of the proposed interview, bi 
expressed so confidently his conviction of the utte: 
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Porte for the navigation of the Black Sea by American vess( 
the occasion of the first overt act of Mr. Calhoun’s oppositio 
the Administration of President Jackson. In this I, having 
ducted the negotiation, thought him wrong and it was well ur 
stood that his State, although interposing no specific compl; 
did not approve of his course; but whatever may have been 
degree of credit or discredit due to his conduct on the latter occa 
I have never forgotten his rare and admirable bearing on th£ 
which I have first referred, and I take much pleasure in' making 
record of the transaction to which it related. 

Satisfied that he had been too hasty in respect to the app< 
ments to England and France, General Jackson informed me 
it it should become necessary to make new selections, he w 
expect me to name the men and that, having confidence in my j 
ment, it' was more than probable that he would adopt them., 

Mr. Berrien, who had been appointed Attorney General, 
at the moment, in Georgia arranging his private affairs prej 
tory to his removal to the seat of Government. Assuming 
he would prefer the place of Minister to England the Presi 
authorized me to offer him an exchange of places and, on tin 
sumption that he would certainly consent to it, to offer the 
torney Generalship to Mr. McLane, which was done without 
ing for Mr. Berrien’s answer. Mr. McLane’s reply addresse 
me in an unofficial letter, did not come up to my anticipation 
the President was predisposed to regard it in the most favo; 
light and I was too partial to him to scan his faults. He 
fessed that he had not his own free consent to accept the place 
did so reluctantly, regarding it as a sacrifice to the interests o 
large family (which did not leave him at liberty to be fastid 
or to consult his own inclinations) and to those of the cause 
of his friends; adding that ‘^if he could have supposed the I 
dent intended to make any immediate provision for him he c 
have suggested one much more desirable to himself and prol 
equally so for him and all others. He thought moreover tin 
(the President) had purchased the change in the office of Attc 
General at too great a price.” 

° Fortunately, as we supposed, for the gratification of our f 



to offer it to him. But. we were <lestiue(l to further disappoi 
From Mr. McLaiic's answer^ aildivssed to nK\ as before iino 
it appeared that my letter luul ^^unhan‘assed him;” that \ 
wrote me the d(ij/ befoee ae(*(‘ptin<>' the olllee of Attorney 
“^‘he was not altogether \vithout his fears that IMr. Berriei 
not assent to the changv. for what was so desirable to us 
which account principally he had decided as he did, i. e. to 
me in the Cahiiiet, ami foi* that very reason the change mi 
be agreeable to him.” 'To this it was added, among other 
that he hoped tliat his let tin- to t he Iha^sident liowCver won 
his disposition to consult his own and the lionor of the adn 
tion, and thus i)r(\ser\’e my (his) thance for what I will 
tell you -would make me happiei' than any other honor—the 
Meantime, that chance not being impaired, the Mission to E 
he thought might be turned to even greater advantage, &c; tl 
sidering moreover the im|)ropriety of exposing you, (me) 
President to many rejected offers as to this Mission, at thh 
of the administratioii and understanding from your (my 
that your (my) individual views are in favor of this detern 
I will accept the Mission to England “I must 

your friendship and sagacity to keep me in the mind of the P 
and to give sucli a. direct ion t>o this a (fair as may ultimat 
best for us all.” 

Upon the suggestion of my esteemed and noble hearted 
Capt. Jack Nicolson, of tin’s Knvy^ I pro[)os(‘d tlu'- name of 
ington Irving, who was (lam in England, for the place of S( 
of Legation to the English Mission to the I'rcsident and on 
ing his assent, I wi*ot(‘ to liis bi*ot!u‘r Judge Irving^ for his 
wlietlier it woidd probably l)e a<a‘ept.a1)le5 a ml receiving a fn 
answer, the appointment was forthwith made. 

If Mr. I.(i\'ingst.ou manih\st(*d h'ss indillVrtmct' to Uie axaj 
of his pla(!e than Mr. '^Fa/a'wdl it, was not heca,us(‘ lu* estimate 
highly the distim*ti(m or (‘ra\'(‘(! the eniolunumts of otlici 
enjoyment of otlu^ia! pomp and cii’omnstanc(‘ is, (luoud tlu^. 
States^ an. Eastern or Newv Einghuul hading and is still 1 
there by the (‘eicnumies and forms incidtuU t.(» piiblic^, an 
My friend Wo()dl)urv, tlud too sagacdous to wast(‘ mmdi 
earthly substam‘,e on a(‘<*ount of it<, yid. took great satisfa<' 
its indulgema^ when attainabl(‘ without tor) mmdi pecuniar^ 
fice, and Webs(ci-‘'s passion for it. was of a still strength 
Ihc hitter was nev(‘r mon*. at home or in gaytu* spirit thai 
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(his weakness nor was there ever luueh of it in the Mi(l(U 
Re^’ardino’ Wehsier and \\h)odbur\\ fi^oin the North, and 
and IdizewelR from the South, as examples of (lie (extent, 
theii* i*(\s{)(‘etive sindions tluw represented in tliis respet‘t 
whom it would he diiruadt. to imai^ine he!ongin<>; to the same 
and retired under tlu^ same (Jovermnent. 

Tazcovelh altho" well edu<‘at(‘d arid, in the Invst sense of i 
a o-onthunan, would not. have Ikhui <*allial a lit(u-ary man, a 
sun^ he derivial moiv so(*ial enjoN’uumt. from his o-anies at- (ju 
Chief Justice iMarshall, (iien. Wiidvham,* Dr. P>ro(*k(‘nboroi 
ot!u‘rs lik(‘ tluan at Ri(‘hmond,‘' or from dimuu’s of shei'ps-l 
liis unceriauonious but well luaal friends and asso<‘iates at 
than ht* could promise liiinself abroad. J\) Mr. Li\’in^*stor 
could be otlerial mon‘ ag'reeable than the opportunity am 
foi* tlu‘ cultivation of letters and the s(H‘i(dy o'f tht‘ hiy^lu 
authorities in art and s(‘iimci‘ at- Ikuas as the fruition 
cluu'ishtal anti(‘ipafions of that (diaracter. Mrs. Ijivin<i:j 
Krimch by birtli and t‘du<‘ation and possc^sstal withal supcu-ic 
plishments and <jua liticat ions for tlu‘ station to which slu‘ stn 
timal. P>t‘sid(‘s th(‘s(‘ cii'cumstama^s tlu* h'rtuudi *\rissi(m 
biHUi a source' of honorable' pi’ide' in his family, ha\'ino- 
hiy’lu'st e^trc’ial distimdion e'ujoye'd by his distin<>’ui‘J^<‘d 
t'hantH'llor Iji\’inii'ston, one' of the' ('omnvitte'e' which re'fx 
De'claration of I nde'pt'nde'uce*; in afte'r time's it attracti'd te 
to (list inyuish it freun a worthv comu'xion of the' same' 
i <d‘ Frt‘n<'/i lufiranl. 

Pmt alt ho' hi' did not hick induce'me'uts, worthy t<^ be* t: 
conside'ration in making up his own opinion, tlu're' wei-e' < 
tith'd to more' influe'UeH' with the' Ih’t'side'Ut. He* hatl be'coim 
that altho' no appointme'iit e’otild Ik*, made that in re'spce't to 
\‘i<lual h'i'lings it would give* him more* ph'asure' to make* am 
none* that would add more* dignity to the* Mission, the* st'h'cti 
m»t pro\(‘ to have* be‘(*n a fortunate* one* in vii*w td' the* pariie 
je'ct to be* acte'd uf)on and wliich he* was \a'i‘y eh'sirous to ae 

1 opt'ue'd a (*<u’re*sponde*m‘e' with Mr. Livington upon the 
of his aeaa'ptaiHH'. of the* Mission and tin* pe'rioel of hi;^ 
whicdi la'sultc'd in his eh'clension on account of the* state* of h 
iitinirs \ ’hi(*h re'onii’e'd iiis or('s‘(*eu‘(* io the* Pnite'd State's 


self. His decision to decline wa.s, on the contravy 
President in a letter which both in matter and nin 
honorable to hiin.^ 

By the invitation of the President I. .su"<reste(l 
vacant mission—^that of AVilliam Cl Pives, of V 
he. readily agreed, and Mi-. Hives ])romi)tly accept( 
Livinffston’s letter to the President having been 

ii)orning: mail from the North J wrote to Mr. Kivei 
mail on the same day. On the folIowin<»“ inornin 
presented himself at my olliee and thinking it poss 
to withdraw his declension .1 informed him at oik 
terms of what had been done on (he previous day. 
during his short stay to confirm or clispi-ove tliat 
have always been of the opinion that such had bee 

The President selected from several names i>rese 
sion to Spain, which had been declined by Mr. 
Gov. Ahin Nessr of Vermont, and he was (*ommissi 
Mr. Van Ness was a man of rare natural endowim 
a position among the friends of the National 
New England which entitled him to its favoral 
My relations with his family had been for years 
character but I acciuiesced cheerfulI 3 ’' in his sol 
pointments* of Mr. Preble*^ to the Netherlauds, ^ 
liussia, and several Charges (o other Countries ha 
upon sul)se((uently, 1 entered upon n wvy full ex 
condition of the public business at the ditferent 
new Ministers were sent, the a(‘tnal state* and past 
ished negotiations and the (‘ollection of materials 
tions. Upon this woi’k was bestoweal between t 
the most laborious months of mv whoU^ life. ( 
course, appertaining"to the I)(*paiiment. of State, < 
of my attention, (k>imnuni<-ations Ix'tweem the Pt 
eign Ministers had I)e(*n postpoiual till my arrival i! 
to learn from a, friendly and well infonnt*d souree* 
adverse to the former had bc‘en madi* upon most, 
of the Diplomatic Corps. Naturally inclirual, froie 
not be stated, to side with the party Icaist imbiua 
cratic spirit of the Country, the memlHu*s of* that 
always predisposed to approach with distrust, ai 
trate elevated to powc*r by tliat induemav Tht* 
canvass which resultcHl in the elecdioii of (Jen. 
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unprecedented extent to which the feelings of the massei 
People had been enlisted in his favor had added much 
to this bias. Apprehensions arising from that and kindred 
stimulated by the gossips of the Capital, a class to whose 
diplomatists are always ready to listen, had, I found, gro 
sort of panic. An idea of the nature and prevalence of t 
ing may be formed by recurring to the interview between 
Mrs. Livingston and myself at Philadelphia. If persons 
intelligence so well acquainted with Gen. Jackson, under 
the many admirable and strong traits in his character an 
sincerely solicitous for his success, could imbibe such glooii 
of the state of affairs at the seat of Government, in respect i 
in which the Foreign Ministers took great interest, what m 
been those of the Ministers themselves, entertaining in adv 
apprehensions to which I have alluded. 

I made it my business, without delay, to see Baron Huy; 
Minister from Holland, with whom as a brother Dutchma 
previously established very friendly relations, and Sir Cl 
Vaughan, the British Envoy, with whom I had been for sc 
also upon intimate and cordial terms, and to do what I 
remove the unjust impressions of which I have spoken, ai 
with a degree of success which the elevated character of 1 
given me good reason to anticipate. I next invited the Di 
Corps, by direction of the President, to meet me in a bod 
Executive Mansion with a view to their presentation anc 
evening before the day appointed for that purpose I sent th 
ing note 

To THE PREvSIDENT. 

Dear Sir 

In conversation last evening with Mr. Huygens he made a suggest 
I think deserves consideration. I mentioned to him, as I had befoi 
Sir Charles Vaughan, that as the only object of the introduction 
was to relieve them and yourself from the embarrassments resulting 
very irregular interviews which had previously taken place, it cor 
necessary to have anything like formal addresses. To this both ass 
Mr. Huygens added that an impression had been made in Europe 
favorable character in respect to your dispositions in respect to o’ 
relations; that they (the Diplomatic Corps) had already seen sr 
relieve whatever apprehensions might have existed upon that point 
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vantiiA-e, tluit, the sentiinoiilft you oxprcftsod in your innu^nirul nddrosft 
to die foror^-n rohUioiift of the C^nintry you now repeat to them; i 
opinion now is and always lias been that the true interests of thi^ 
would always be best ('ousulted by preserving die relations of peace wi 
world, and an inten'oni'se founded upon principles of fair reciproi 
you entered upon the trust eonunitted to you without foreign prej 
predilections and with personal reelinii;-s of the most friendly <*iiara(de 
every nation with whom we have intercourse, and that it slioidd be 
(leavour as it was your sincere desire to proiuote tlu'^ int(‘rests of 
Country, without doiifa;* injlist ice to the rights of oduu's, by t.Ue nu 
friendly and sincere ne.a’ot iadons. 

I sliall have the pleasure of seein^^ you either this cveniuK or in tlie 
Yours truly 
Sunday IMokmxcj 
April 5Ur 


The attendance of the IVIinisters was full and aft(‘r they 1 
individually prcsentecl to the President, he made the.di a I 
dre.ss, ex[)ressino; snlKstantially the ideas whicli had heem si 
whiclb delivered in the (Jeneral's iiumriably happy and iir 
manner was received with the liigluvst, satisfaction and a cop; 
been furnished to eacld at their recpiest, was forthwit.li forw 
their respective governineut-s. The iniidduction was folh 
invitations to dinner and an entertainment, to say the least. ( 
inferior to those to which they had been accustomed, on sii 


casionsj anywhere. The simple yet. kindly old-scliool uiai 


the host with the amicable assurance's of liis addre'ss and tl 
ceptionable (juality of his l)an(|uct. made the most favorable*, 
sioiis upon the gue^sts wlii(‘li they took no pains to conceal, i 
the anxieties of these*, genth'inen weu’e* com})l(‘te‘ly rclicaeal a 
])rt‘judices materially softened by the most ajiprovtnl (liplom 
cliineiy. 

Notwitlistanding these auspicious signs of improve*ment 
branch of the public s(*rvice*, circumstance*s soon oeHnii'red in 
1)3’ which my own (‘ontinuance* in the* ('al)ine‘t. was, foi* a l>ric 
involved in didiculty and doubt. 

The President made, it a rule* of bis administration from ^ 
very rareiy d(*part(*el, to bring all (jue'stions in r(*spi*(‘t to v 

h‘wl In otunv..;!( lofit frnjn \\\< </ 










expect( h 1 oppositi(Hi IVoui me, certainly, and possil)ly Trom 
ri‘taiT of tli(‘ "Frc^asuiT. lit' waited no lon,m‘r than wavS nia 
sarv hy his indispensabh' attention to otiun* important poii 
arose upon tht' compli'te organization of his Cabinet bel 
malttn* was brought forward and tii>t l)rotu‘hed to me in th 
ing note: 

.•tpr/7 .iO 

l>R. Sir 

I l!avt‘ this iiHJriiina' at'iil to Mr. lna:iiain ’ tlu‘ pnixa's in rnlali 
Xtnv York (kisioins, r(MjiU‘S|in;j: hliu aftta* ht^ (‘xaniiiu's tluan (<> I 
io you. W'ill yon also hav(‘ th(‘ goo(iiu\ss to look a( liunn and 
opinitaii in writiirj: on t.lu^ rtdativc* naa-ifs of tlU‘ scvtaail a!>pn<*ains 
at tlit‘ saiiH‘ iini<‘ tlu^ oaHa‘s lo whi<*h you would annoiid. them, 
far lli(‘ nriiK'ijdcs wo liav<‘ atlopit'd would Juslify dismissals froii 
thal TorlV I wish now to act promptly on a suiutsd which has a 
worried uii\ 

In atl<m!(»n to tlu^ paptu’s s<Md Mr, Intdmm this morninti: I h; 
moia^ coididcnt.ini hitters, f<u* tlii^ mosl part in favor of Mr. Swart\ 
two Senators from Xmv York, also. \‘<‘rhall.\ reeomm<aid{'d Mr. > 

I am, ver>' n^speet fully \'rn Xc 

Anuukw , 


Mr. V,\.\ inau-rx. 

Although tlu' (ii'iuu’ul I’elVrrt'd to tlie appointmimts in tli 
Ilon:a‘ ocnun’ally, that of ( oilmdor was. tin' bone <d* eonti 
wliieh !n' had hemi \vorri('<l. I'pon ('Xamining tlu' do<'um 
me I fouinl (h<* Iha'sidi'nt's tilt's as was nsually tin* eas(‘ o 
oeeasions, ovt'i'hurthi'iu'd with I'eeoinnn'mlations in faun* t 
wtmtV appointnu'iit from ptu'sons tot) many of whom wc 
bt't'H l)ad atlvis(*rs nmler any eirtaimstaina's and liad no rigiii 
for the fric'iids of tlu' administration in the ('ity, and not. 
whom hatl opposed tis in the ehh‘(it>n, with scartH'ly a cot 
lion from those who were bisd (mfith'tl to bt' lu'ai’d from oi 

jt'th. 

Aftt r (‘onsulting with tlu' Stana'lary of llu' Ih’t'.asury 1 
our frimuls in Nh'W York apprising tluan of t!)(‘ dangt'r < 
wont's appointnu'ut. unk'ss tht'v fortliwith prt'st'utt'd to tin* 
um'(|uivo(‘al evid(*ne(' of tlu' senst' of tlu', (‘ity ami advising 
( hiamiK'r of (’onuin'n*e should la* applit'd to for an ('xpia'ss io 
opinion, not doubting that, tiiey would, notwithstanding t 
(*ral politleal oppt) ition to l!u' ;nImini d rat ion, st(‘[) forw 
east* of such magnitude and cudimvoin’ to prt'Vcad tin* ^ 
which i thought the apiHTintmciit of Swartwout would be. 
t(M>iir S(amtt»r^ Dudlcv and Sanford,’’ to know wlu‘tln‘r tine 
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these steps to secure an interference from the proper 
pared an opinion, in compliance with the Presideix't^ 
which filled several sheets, stating unreservedly the olb j t 
appointment of Swartwout and to the character of tlio- 
tions in his case, and suggesting the names of Jolixx 
vSaul Alley for the office in question. 

The following is an extract from my written opinioi 

I Rave known Mr. Swartwout for many years although not: 
have always regarded him as a generous, warm-hearted, and IxiS 
influenced by kind feelings to his friends and have consequent: 
tained any other than friendly feelings towards him persons 
he has never been and is not now in a situation to make his 
of prejudice or solicitude with me. It is my clear and decido 
a firmer or better grounded conviction I never entertained in 
the appointment of Mr. Swartwout to the office of Collector of t:3 
York would not be in accordance with public sentiment, the i 
Country or to the credit of the administration. Deeply impresse 
culiar importance of this appointment and anxious fully to disc: 
imposed upon me by your request, and by the relation in whieli. 

I feel it my duty to add that his selection would in my judginen 
that would in the end be deeply lamented by every sincerti 
friend of your administration throughout the Union.^ 

This opinion was dated April 23rd, and delivered 
dent on the next morning. 

The Secretary of the Treasury informed me that ho 
an opinion, coming to the same result, but as he did : 
posed to compare notes with me I did not press him to 
never saw the views he presented of the subject. D 0 . 1 " 
ing of the day on which our opinions had been delivox’ 
the following notes; 

Fhom the Peesident. 

De Sie, 

I have looked over your views and expositions as to the apx><] 
Customs of NeV York with great attention and care, and, wit:Xi 
afforded to my judgment, have settled in the determination to 1 > 
Swartwout in the office of Collector. It will be matter of 
friends in New York shall complain of the selection, but from 
highly respectable recommendations presented in his favor X 
that any greater dissatisfaction will be produced than would 1) o 
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from his recommendations, and it appearing that he can give the 
security required of him, I have thought proper to appoint him. 

Your friend 

Andeew 

Mr. Van Bueen. 

Respecting the appointment at Nashville (Attorney) I shall leave t 
fair reciprocity is always right, and as I have given you, in your Stat 
tor, I leave you, in mine, to give us an Attorney; asking nothing mori 
you will give us as qualiSed a man. I have directed all the recomme 
be sent you for the applicants for this office. 

Yours, &c 

Andrew Jaci 
April ^ 

To the Sec’y of State 

These notes were accompanied by another informing 
he had appointed my friend, James A. Hamilton, Dis 
torney for the Southern District of New York. The Pres 
well warranted in assuming that I was friendly to Mr. ' 
and took an interest in his welfare. He carried a letter fr 
Gen. Jackson when he went to New Orleans in his comp 
representative of the Tammany Society, to attend a c( 
of the successful result of the Presidential election, and, 
appointment, I had also suggested his name to the Pre 
Acting Secretaiy of ;State, during the 'interval previoi 
arrival at Washington. But he was mistaken in supposii 
wished Mr. Hamilton to have or would have recommendec 
the appointment conferred upon him. I could not have 
with justice to my political friends in New York and the 
was himself too well satisfied of this to broach the subject 
he was advised of what was intended, of which I know 
He was sitting by me when the President’s notes were rec( 
they were instantly communicated to him. He said that h 
anticipated his own appointment, or words to that effect, 
I replied that he must be sensible that the difficulties of mj 
growing out of the appointment of Swartwout, with ref 
the feelings of my New York friends, would be mate: 
creased by what had been done; he admitted that such 
the case but added nothing further and I did not think tl 

n rio'Bf. f.rt Qiivr rvinrA T-f T "horl rpr'AivArl 
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cal party by which he hud himself l)een declaratic 

repeated by him in conversation and in letters as well w 
formation of the Cabinet was in prop'ess as subsecinent ly 
holding my post my reflections satistied me that. I was not. at 
to withdraw from it without fartlnu* ctTorts to realize the w 
those who had given me this gratifying proof of tlieir (‘onlid 
Under these impressions 1 det‘ided to remain and only a^ 
consent of the President thah 1 shouhl inform my friends 
York that the appointment, of Swart wont had been nuide 
my earnest remonstrance and that of Hamilton without my 
edge or desire. This he prom[>tly gave in a letter wliich st: 
facts exactly and which he advised inv to s(md to my fri< 
Cambreleng with permission to shew it to whom he pleased, 
wout succeded in making himself a popular (hllector and th 
dent made occasional good-mitured allusions to the apprehei 
had exhibited on the oi‘casion of his appointimuit, sptaikin^ 
mattei' as the greatest, of the few mistakes hi' hatl known me t 
After I had resigned the ollict' of SiHuvtary of State and w 
waited for the carriage in which lu' wa.*- about in aea'ompai 
part of the wa}’ to Ihiltimori' lu' placisl \n my hand my 
against Swart wout s ai>|)(Hnt numi saying that it was a lU 
which would not rt'ad widl luunailter u lum it i.s eonsidiUH'd ho 
Avas the error on which it- was foiuuled and begging uh‘ to 
and destroy it\ or to permit liim to ih» so. PiU'ctuA ing tlu‘. ki 
ing iii which the proceeding originated, i n'plital that 1 (a 
consent, to its destruction, that I uas fr(*e to that 

ances favored his opinion but that llu' affair was not iaidinl 
apprehensions retnovisl; that, howtoia*, if lu‘ would ptunui 
woidd endorse upon it- my muls* ni' tht* kiml nioti^t's wliicii 
him t.o returti it and that I ucca‘pted it because I could n 
the grat.iticadion wlucli I kmnv he totjk in tloing what he coi 
a favor to his fritmds. 1 wrote fhi' (‘inlor-eiiamt, in the (‘arria 
it to him and he laughed tit my olrdimu’y.* 

The sad (aiiastrophe whi<*h followisl is wi‘Il kmn\n. The 
vras never aftei'wards rehn’i’i'd to inaweea u . then during i 


« That my Ktronjx wvn- ti.>t < .1 s* nr. * It .e»innluufi 5 itpi 
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to the Hermitage in 1842 when most of the transactions of that and 
still earlier periods interesting to himself were brought into re¬ 
view in the course of our familiar and to me deeply interesting con¬ 
versations this matter was studiously avoided. He did not refer to 
it and I was too sensible of the extent of his disappointment and 
mortification to do so myself. 

At the hazard of being thought to descend to matters too unim¬ 
portant I recur to the day after my arrival at Washington to men¬ 
tion an incident which happened at that time. I do so because it 
goes to show how little either the abuse that had been heaped on 
both himself and Mrs. Jackson, to whom he was devotedly attached, 
or the rupture of personal and political friendships caused by the 
selection of his Cabinet, or the peculiar views of those by whom he 
was surrounded and by whom he was supposed to be unduly influ¬ 
enced, or all of them combined had weakened those just and hon¬ 
ourable sentiments with which his nature was thoroughly imbued 
and which never failed to show themselves when occasion offered. 
His defeated competitor removed from the Wliite House to Com¬ 
modore Porter’s place, on Meridian Hill, where he resided for some 
time. Up to the time of my arrival no one connected with the new 
administration, which had then been organized some six weeks, had 
called upon Mr. Adams. On examining into the cause of this omis¬ 
sion I found that it was considered due to the feelings of the Presi¬ 
dent which had been deeply wounded by an attack on Mrs. Jackson 
that had appeared in the Washington Journal, a newspaper exten¬ 
sively regarded as under the influence of Mr. Adamsv Not believing 
that Gen. Jackson desired such a course to be pursued, and satisfied 
as to what my own should be, I apprised him of my intention to 
pay my respects to the ex-President, to which he instantly replied 
that he was glad to hear it. He said that the treatment which he 
had too much reason to think he had received from Mr. Adams was 
of such a character that he did not feel himself at liberty to over¬ 
look it or he would long before have called upon him himself, 
but this was his personal matter and his friends would best consult 
his own wishes when they left its treatment to him alone. It was 
his desire, he said, that those associated with him in the Govern¬ 
ment should treat Mr. Adams with the respect that was due to him 

_-_1_ 1 _ _ j. -r__ j. J.1 ___ Ji 




he desired to read. When I left him he said he won 
liint that I might find useful which was that no secrets 
in the State ^Department, but that on the contrarj 
Ministers were always certain in one way or another_tc 
tion of any negotiation going on there in which their 
felt an interest. 

The first negotiation we instituted was one with the ' 
for the establishment of commercial relations betwoer 
the United States, and the admission of American ' 
navigation of the Black Sea. Apprehensive that other 
interfere to our prejudice I availed myself of Mr. Ad. 
kept all the papers at iiiy private rooms while the r 
progress. The negotiation was entirely successful an 
an early opportunity to advise Mr. Adams of the proce 
result, both of which he highly commended. 

Encouraged by the General’s remarks, I made a sc: 
re-establish friendly relations between him and Mr. A' 
a season with good prospect of success. Believing tli 
would be entirely safe in assuming that Mr. Adams ha 
knoAvledge of the attack upon Mrs. dackson, which ha 
fended him, I urged that it was his business as the v 
friendly advances and that moreover such was the con 
public would expect from his character. The injury 
complained was one in regard to which he proved to b 
cable than was the case as to any to which lu'. had been 
finally prevailed upon him notwithstanding to promi; 
would on some fitting occasion sj)eak to Mr. Adams ami 
hand. The funeral of Doddridge, a. membci- of (’ongr 
ginia, which I thought Mr. Adams by his ])art,iality for 
ber, would attend struck me as likely to present an aj 
portunity. For some reason 1 was not. abh' to be prese 
I made it ray business to remind tlu' General, b(d‘orc he. 
engagement which he. promised t.o fuKil. (’ailing al'U 
certain the result he told me, with obvious sincerity bm 
which I confessed to be irr(‘|)re,ssibh' when I luaird his i 
had approached Mr. Adams with a l>(»ut. jldc intentioi 
his hand, but that the “ old gentleman,” as he called hii 
the movement, had assiuned so " •imgitarioas a look that 
he xuoidcl strike him if he came, nearer!” I had no di 


plaining Mr. Adams’ looks in a way to k(a‘p my pro 


for further consideration 


Sonieiiine nnenvards (J 
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complisliment for whicli those who had only seen his gra 
miamiable looking countenance of the morning and in publi 
scarcely have given him credit,—^lie was, in a small and ac 
party, one of the most entertaining table companions of b 
Whilst the Presidential question was pending in the House ( 
resentatives, I was, one day, somewhat surprised to receive i 
tation from George Sullivan, of Boston, then temporarily i 
at Washington, to meet Mr. Adams and a small party at 
On mentioning the circumstances to my friend, Forsyth,^ 
me that Sullivan was electioneering for Mr. Adams, in a qui 
by thus bringing him under the observation of gentlemen v; 
imbibed personal prejudices against him. He then inforii 
of Mr. Adams’s proficiency in that accomplishment to which 
just referred and of which I was not before aware. I was i 
to avail myself of Mr. Sullivan’s invitation, but, in after 
remembered the circumstance, and, as frequently as I felt 
at liberty to do so, especially during my occupation of the 
House, I invited Mr. Adams to small round-table dinners 
ways derived unqualified delight from his society and valm 
formation from his conversation. 

But it is time to return from this long digression. Dis: 
from my mind, as far as possible, the feelings of mortificati 
regret which had been caused by the great mistake the Pi 
had unwittingly committed in the appointment of Swartz 
devoted myself to the preparation of instructions for the M 
to be sent to England, France, Spain and the Netherlands, 
others of minor grades. 

The negotiation with England, in respect to the trade I 
the United States and her West India and North Americai 
nies, by the -previous administration had not only been broi 
an adverse close but had reached that result thro’ much ir] 
on both sides. That with France to obtain indemnity for 
tions upon our commerce was in a condition apparently as b 
after having been discussed ad nauseam under successive ai 
trations. With such difficult and grave matters in the front { 
a thorough review not only of the original transactions out of 
existing questions had arisen but cf the several steps whi 
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My labours upon this branch of my official dutiesL were 
spoken of in a contemporary publication:— 

Our unadjusted foreign relations have been placed in a fair train of 
ment. The labor and devotion to the public service by which this h^ 
accomplished are not much known beyond the circle of the State Depa 
Q^’he Secretary has been employed for weeks in succession, from morn 
sundown, in preparing dispatches and fitting out missions, involving tt 
important interests of the Country. Frequently time has been snatche 
the night to accomplish these works in time for the departure of the 
Ministers. Since last March, four Ministers have been furnished with i 
tions involving much labor and unweary research in the preparation, 
these missions were particularly important; Mr. McLane, sent to Englai 
Mr. Rives commissioned to France. In addition to these foreign miss 
England, France, Spain, and Colombia, w^e learn that Mr. Preble, Min 
the Netherlands, has just arrived at Washington preparatory to his de 
for that Country. This Mission involves interests of great importance 
state of Maine. The settlement of the North-east Boundary question, 
has been placed before the King of the Netherlands for his arbitration 
in a fair way of reaching a termination. In a short time a functionary 
sent out to Peru; and others perhaps to the other South American goveri 
Before the- commencement of the next session of Congress, the Secre 
State will have accomplished an immense quantity of public business, &c. 

The results of these labours were without reserve commiu' 
to Congress and thus subjected to the scrutiny and animadvc 
of able and violent, not to say reckless opponents, anxious 
without precedent, for the overthrow of the administratio 
scarcely less so to interpose obstacles in my path. 

I am not aware that the construction or matter of those volui 
instructions have ever been unfavorably criticised with the 
exception of that portion of one of them which was selecte* 
pretence for the rejection of my nomination as Minister to 
land. * * 

1 Niles Register, Vol. 37, p. 172. 

2 Three and a half pages of the MSS. have been cut out at this point. 
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Tlie Ministers to England and France were despatched a< 
as July and in the same public vessel. They arrived at the 
to wliich they were respectively accredited early in Septemb 
entered upon the performance of their duties promptly am 
a degree of energy, industry and perseverance which was e:s 
from capable young men, covetous of fame and Avho felt tha 
success in undertakings of such magnitude, which had long 
the efforts of numerous predecessors, could not fail to advanc 
progi’ess towards the great goal—the Presidency—towards 
their aspirations were as keen and perhaps as confidently d: 
as those of their most ambitious cotemporaries. They each b] 
to the accomplishment of the tasks assigned to them talents of 
order, with habits of industry not easily broken down and 
not liable to be discouraged by slight obstacles. Speedy 'anc 
plete success followed on the part of each in respect to the h 
matters which had been committed to his care. Mr. McLar 
ceeded in bringing to a satisfactory conclusion, within ten r 
from his presentation to the King, the negotiation in relat 
the trade between the United States and the English West 
and Xorth American Colonies, a subject which had for many 
afforded matter of contention between the two government 
had involved six separate negotiations. By that arrangemei 
trade was placed on a footing more favorable than any on 
it had ever stood and our commerce and navigation in the Cc 
ports of Great Britain became entitled to every privilege a] 
to other nations. To the propriety of the settlement there v 
opposition on the part of the Senate, or in Congress or fror 
other quarter. Mr. Eives’ efforts were equally successful alth 
period of the conclusion of his negotiation was somewhat 1 
deferred in consequence of a change in the Government of I 
and other causes. 

It wmuld be doino- fU C^C^r\ 
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public mind, that the most zealous and seemingly tl 
efforts for the public good have their origin in moti 
ambition or self interest. In the great transactions 
masses doubted not that his only end and aim was tb 
happiness. Even those 'who dissented from the wisd< 
ures were, with limited exceptions, ever ready to adi 
honest and meant well. 

The almost invariable consequence was a full £ 
applause for the advantages he had the good fortune 
Country in the course of his official career. Yet 
thought and still think that the credit which has b< 
him for the effective aid he rendered to his Countr 
in respect to Indian Affairs and by the success wit 
executed has fallen far short of his deserts. 

Certainly no other subject was of greater import 
whether we regard the extent to which were involv 
ment either the interests of humanity, our national ch 
character of our political institutions, or the peace an 
the Country. 

It is not requisite here to enter on the question he 
encroachments upon the red men may be allowed t( 
selves imder the plea of a struggle between Civilizi 
barism and to find excuse or palliation in the savage 
characterized the resistance made by the latter to i 
the former. By the events of the War of 1812 the; 
duced from powerful tribes or nations to absolute 
hopeless dependence uppn the clemency and justice 
States. At the close of Mr. Monroe’s administrat 
bered some three hundred thousand souls, less than 
occupied reservations and other lands within our na 
ries, lying within nineteen different States and Terr 
the most untiring efforts had been made to that end ; 
perience had demonstrated not only that any exertio 
emmeiit to fit them for incorporation with the whi 
thro’ instruction and civilization would prove aborti^ 
course which had been pursued, that of buying their 
and thus bringing them in closer contact with the whi 
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and a large and influential portion of them decided to remai] 
they were, never to sell any more of their lands to the Gove 
and to live, for the future, under laws of their own enactmer 
representatives of that State, at the close of the same ses 
which Mr. Monroe’s extra-message was sent in, charged, 
floor of Congress, that this state of things had been brougli 
by the intrigues of the officers of the General Governme 
openly questioned the good faith of the administra/tion in t 
ter. These suspicions were doubtless increased and the exc 
of the parties in respect to them unduly inflamed by the 
feelings which had arisen between the Secretary of Wa 
Calhoun) and his numerous friends in South Carolina, on 
part, and many of the prominent and influential public 
Georgia, on the other; feelings which retained their bitten 
many years and extended their disturbing effects to other f 
of the Confederacy. 

'Such was the untoward condition of this great questioi 
Congress adjourned and the Chief Magistracy of the Conn 
volved on Mr. Adams. Of his desire to do what he thoug 
as well for the Indians as for the United States, and, maki 
allowances for his habitual distrust of the doctrine of State 
for the States also^ there can be no doubt; but there is every 
to believe that the policy of the plan of removal to the wesi 
Mississippi, of which I have spoken^ was, at that time at le 
favorably regarded by him. In the first three of his four 
messages the subject was not even referred to. The Secre 
War, Gov. Barbour, wrote a letter to the Chairman of th 
mittee on Indian Affairs,^ in answer to its application for i 
advice upon the general subject, in which he discoursed at 
and eloquently upon the depressed condition to which the 
Tribes had been reduced and the strength of their claims 
justice and generosity, and sketched a plan for their remoi 
suant to the suggestions made in Mr. Monroe’s message, 
one could read his letter without seeing that its entire dr: 
not to promote such removal, but to throw obstacles in the 
anything like an effectual execution of that policy. It i 
appears that that letter was nut sanctioned by Mr. Adams 
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occupied a position next to Mr. Monroe in the precedin 
tration, the severe denunciation by the Secretary of 
only way in which the Indians could, in all human ] 
be induced to remove, when added to the encouragement 
Avhich Mr. Forsyth, who was too wise and too honest 
false surmises on so grave a subject, openly announced c 
of Congress that they had received from the under offi 
late administration, induced, as it was natural to expect 
influence, large portions of the Indians, sufficiently niu 
powerful to defeat that policy, to decline all further ovei 
the subject. 

The result was a confederacy, openly formed between 
ful tribes of Creeks and Cherokees, scattered over th 
Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi, to prevent the sale o; 
lands by the members or officers of their respective tril 
establish themselves permanently within those States. 

Other circumstances exasperated the feelings of the ]p: 
immediately concerned to a height which threatened tb 
the Country. During the last year of Mr. Monroe’s adn 
a treaty was made with the Creeks in Georgia, by which 
to all the lands they occupied within that State was ex 
A portion of them believed to have been encouraged by 1 
tions manifested toward them on the part of men in p( 
various objections to that treaty and resisted its exec 
allav these dispositions a new treaty was made, durin 
year of the government of Mr. Adams, by which the foi 
was declared to be annulled and some two or three hui 
of the land released by it were left out of the new treat] 
was of course greatly dissatisfied with this proceeding, n 
on account of the value of the land attempted to be gi\J 
the Indians as because it defeated the policy of their rer 
the State for which she was most solicitous. She insistc 
possessed a right to the soil and jurisdiction over the hi 
occupancy of the Indians, subject only to the power o 
^'to regulate commerce with the Indian tribes that she 1 
to legislate for them in all cases not within that exceptic 
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The legislature of Georgia passed a law in the form pr 
by her Constitution, directing a survey of all the lands t< 
the Indian title was extinguished by the first treaty. Learn 
the surveyors under the direction of the Governor of the Si 
entered upon the execution of the duties assigned to them 
law referred to, the Little Prince and other dissenting C 
the Creek Nation sent to the surveyor’s camp a manifestc 
by them, ordered the surveyors “not to stretch a chain ov 
lands” and, upon the attempt of those functionaries to ; 
caused them to be arrested, and communicated the facts 
President with a demand for the protection of the Federal 
ment against further encroachment of the part of the ! 
Georgia. 

In the year 1802 Congress passed an act to regulate tri 
intercourse with the Indian tribes and to preserve peace 
frontiers. It provided that if any citizen or other person, 
in the United States, should make a settlement on lands be 
to any Indian tribe, or should attempt to survey such land 
they should forfeit one thousand dollars and be liable to 
onment for a period not exceeding six months. It furnished 
summary and very efficient means of enforcing the penal 
such acts; 1st by civil process to be executed when necessar} 
Military power of the United States, in any state of the 
where the offender could be found, and his trial and pun 
where found; and 2d, by making it the duty of the militar; 
of the Federal Government to arrest all persons found ( 
Indian lands in violation of that act and to deliver them 
Civil authorities of the United States in any one of the tl: 
joining states for trial and punishment. 

The facts submitted to the Ihesident by the Creek Chi( 
sented several very grave questions for his consideration in 
instance viz; 1st, whether the case was of the character contei 
by the act of 1802, and 2d, whether the claims set up by Geor£ 
valid and whether there was anything peculiar to the condi 
the Indians which exempted their lands from a liability to 
thority of the States that could not be questioned in regard i 
owned by any other of her citizens. 
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been intimated, by her utmost power, and thus a violent c 
might have occurred between the authorities of the two ( 
ments if he had immediately used the military resources en 
to him. But he stated distinctly that, if the laws of the 
remained unaltered, and the state of Georgia persevered in 
croachments upon the Indian territory, “ a superadded obi 
even higher than that of human authority, would compel t 
ecutive of the United States to enforce the laws and ful 
duties of the nation by all the force committed for that ] 
to his charge.” 

He submitted to Congress whether any further legislati' 
necessary to meet the emergency. None was suggested by 
thought proper or necessary by Congress, but the exciteme; 
d'uced in that body by the Message was intense and tlie 
were unusually bitter but without any results in the way of 
tion. In the Senate the select Committee to whom the ^ 
was referred, composed in part of supporters of the Adm 
tion, unanimously reported a simple resolution, ^Hhat the 
dent be respectfully requested to continue his exertions to 
from the Creek Indians a relinquishment of any claims t( 
within the state of Georgia,” which passed without a dis 
^uice. But in the House, where the power of the Adminis 
was far greater, the debate and proceedings were intempe 
both sides. The Committee appointed by the Speaker r 
against Georgia on all points and concluded with resolut 
the effect that “ it was expedient to obtain a cession of the 
lands within the limits of Georgia,” but that until a cession 
cured, the laws of the land as set forth in the Treaty of 
ington (the second treaty) ought to be maintained by all 
sary constitutional and legal means. This report was made 
last day of the session, too late, of course, to be acted upon, 1 
ordered to be printed. 

The Administration relieved itself before the next sesi 
Congress from all further embarrassments upon that pa' 
branch of the subject, greatly complicated by the President’^ 
siderate Message and the ground apparently taken by the 
Committee in his support, by another ° treaty, extinguish 
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a considerable extent of whites, some of them educ 
in business affairs, taking the lead in carrying i 
ciples for which they contended, proceeded to t 
an Independent Govermnent, framed as they ins 
can principles, within the bounds of Georgia, a 
the 35th volume of Mies’ Eegister, will be foui 
the principal Chiefs to the General Council of tl 
manner of the official communications from tli 
United States. In it they recommended to the Cc 
diate representatives of the People, to send a im 
advising that body to redeem its obligations to Ge 
way than one based on the anticipation of furth 
from them. 

The conflicts thus occasioned between the sta 
the Cherokees can easily be conceived. These con 
Presidential election in which Mr. Adams was de 
Message he seems to have viewed the matter in a 

When we have had,” he says, “ the rare good i 
them (the Indians) the arts of civilization an 
Christianity we have, unexpectedly found them fc 
of ourselves communities claiming to be indepe 
rivals of sovereignty within the territories of t 
Union. This state of things requires that a rem 
vided which, while it shall do justice to those ui 
of nature, may secure to the members of our fe^ 
of sovereignty and of soil,” and for an outline o 
effect he recommends to the consideration of C 
of the Secretary of War. Turning to that do 
will find that the Secretary, Peter B. Porter, a 
man, conversant with the Indian character and a 
reconmiends substantially the policy contended 
supported the claims of Georgia, including the 
who remain to the municipal laws of the State 
side.” 

This Message of Mr. Adams was prepared she 
tion in which his political fortunes had been ^ 
whatever hopes or plans he subseouentlv cheris 
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in ro«*ar(l to a mat (or which he could noi hut feel was 
deepest, import, and thus considerino- it, it was impossil 
should have failed to arrive at. I'i^'hl conclusions. He d 
attention to the point of o-iaadest. pi'ouiiiumce and of o’reah'^ 
the safet.y of the Ihiion. Theiv was a plausil)ility, foiu 
si\’(‘ly on the loose character of our di'aHno-s \\ilh the lii 
ino- the early period of our (Joveiaunent, in the. pret.ensio 
cal power set up by them and on their l)ehalf. lie foin 
tern already an wipcrlum J/i hniju^rlo^ pei*haps the most c 
in the World, and of course re({uii*in,o* (he utmost, care 
hearance in the administi'ation of each, suljjected in t 
St.att's t.o the estalhishnumt within their bounds of a thii 
ment claimiuo; sovereign and indi^pendent polit.i(‘al powe 
only so, but that we we!*e menaced with the imnuHliate est 
of similar (iovernments in oiu^ oi* two otluu* State's, and < 
these siu'cecaled, to t.Iu', erection o-f otht'rs like' tlu'in in a <1 
iind in all thesi' cases one branch of tlu' tripartite so\’i‘r(‘i<> 
be loel^vd in savage's and halhbrc'eds. Idu' (jiu'siiem pia'st' 
miml by this state' e)f facets was as te) the' pi'obabiliiy !ioi. te 
l)ility of our e'xistini>: natiemal earn fesle'cat ie>n la'in^' upl 
such a [)roe’(‘ss—a (‘onleeh'i'at ie)n so e'ssi'ntial not only to I 
and luippiness of the' people's of the' rnite'd Stat(‘sl>ut. in a, 
dep-e'e', to the inte're'sts of human libe'rty ami the' hope's 
sidei’ate' friends throUji>-hout thc' woi*ld, and to the' e'seape' 
eliaus tlu'inse'lve's from ultimate' (H'lfain annihilation. Su 


epU'stion, strippe'd of immate'rial issue's and Uivstifyinj 
about, which no se'usible' man, looking'only to the' p)e)el of 
(‘ould it would seem, he'sitate' for a mome'ut. Mr. Adams w 
that tlu' ^'I’eat ha^/ards which e'nvii'one'd it ou^ht not to 


te'i’e'd for the sake' of a claim so immatma* and de'fe'ctive' as 


Indians to st'l f-p)Vermn(*ut , and the' lann’inip' in whie'h 
islie'd (’on^Te'ss in his last- Me'ssap' of the' lUH'e'ssity (d‘ a i 
th(‘ ^*r('at c'vils witli which the' (’ountry was tlire'.ateneel 
of an e'ldiiL^hte'ned and patriotic state'snaun 

Se'cre'tary Portei*, in tiu' i-e'port re'lVrre'd to by Mr. Ae 
‘■"If the' policy of colonization be' a wise om*, and of ihi 
m^ one' eide'i’hiins a doubt, wliv not shape* all our laws and 
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work would. Iirtg bscii s^ccomplisliccl in tlicir do^y. But wg 1ie 
that they did neither, and it was now too late to secure its 
under their auspices. When the Constitution makers of 
strove to reconcile the first JSfapoleon to an abiidgnient of ] 
mediate power by proposing to confer upon him authority tc 
what should be done after his decease he promptly refused tl 
for the reason that “ a dead man was nothing in respect to 
whatever or whoever he may have been when alive. ^ Xhe sai 
be said of a President whom a few short months will dis 
of his station in obedience to the decree of the People. The 
had departed from Mr. Adams when he promulgated the 
wdiich I have quoted, the hopes of the supporters of his admi 
tion for restoration to power were then already turned to a 
and their decision to the course they would take upon a quest 
respect to which the public mind was so liable to be excited, v 
i^artizan reasons, held in abeyance. 

Substantially in the state which I have described, these r 
stood until Gen. Jackson, then President elect, became Presic 
fact; a state most unpromising for the colonization polic 
forthwith devoted his utmost efforts to the remedy of this 
public evil and no man ever entered upon the execution of 
ficial duty with purer motives, firmer purpose or better qualifi 
for its performance. It seemed a task providentially reseiw 
one so admirably fitted for it by the elements of his charact 
by his past experience. 

Except perhaps the single subject of slavery there could nc 
been one more liable to seizure and appropriation to fchei 
purposes by political and partizan agitators than that now un( 
consideration. As the Christian .religion had been the ,g 
agent of civilization throughout the w^oiid, the Government 
not, in attempting to extend its blessings to the Indians, c 
invoke the co-operation of the Christian ministry. Cleric? 
sionaries were accordingly sent among them and the Countr^ 
time to time heard of the great success which had attende( 
labours of love. Clergymen are not over liberal as partr 
power over a subject to the management of which their 
is admitted and they soon assumed the principal guardians 
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become one of the responsibilities under which the Pres 
The Society of Friends was another large interest wh 
the right to speak and seldom failed to makeTtself h 
spect to every movement of the Government that rel 
Indians and they too entertained apprehensions in re; 
course to be expected from the “^Ginbridled democracy 
President Jackson, was in their estimation, the favored 

It had become manifest that the removal of the Indiai 
be brought about by any measures of which the exter 
laws of the State, with the approbation of the Fede 
ment, over those who remained, after all proper meai 
exhausted to provide for their welfare in a suitable ai 
home, did not form a part. That such measures wou] 
proved of by the powerful classes of whom I have spok( 
tively certain, and it had therefore become indispensa 
success that their execution should devolve upon a mg 
willing, in the performance of his duties, to encounter ' 
tion—a qualification which had not yet been found in ar 
after the necessity for such measures had occurred. It ^ 
less necessary that he should be one whom experienc( 
thoroughly conversant with the Indian character, not oi 
them but being also well known by them as one who wo 
be promised, whether it was an act of liberality or of i; 
as one who, tho’ not disposed to withhold from them 
that would promote their welfare and that could be e:Ji 
sistently with the safety of our institutions, would not 
same time, to exert all the means lawfully within his rea( 
plish his object. 

Gen. Jackson entered upon the consideration of thi 
subject at the earliest practicable moment and strove foi 
plishment of his policy as long as there was reason to h 
cess, regardless of obstacles which would have discoura<] 
guine minds. For the first time, I believe, since the estal 
the Government, the subject of Indian affairs-was specific 
in the Inaugural Address. As he [the President] was g 
a practical man and felt that the matter must constitut 
leading concerns of his administration he thought the s< 



286 


AMERICAN' HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 


and he now advised them to go there. He assured 
that if they chose to remain in Alabama, and to come 
of that State, they might rely on his protection, t 
should be set off to them and their families in fee, and 
be secured in all the rights and privileges enjoyed b;; 
pie; that his whole course towards them should be st 
franloiess and sincerity by which his dealings with 
always been distinguished and which a full experieii 
him was the most likely to be successful in the end. 
the Indians in Georgia and Alabama to be officially in 
project of establishing independent Governments w: 
in which they resided would not be countenanced bj 
This notice w’-as, he said, due to them, and would, 
the effect to nip in the bud the movement in that 
commenced in Mississippi, and to discourage such i 
they were contemplated, in the other States having 
their bounds. 

When Congi'ess met he made to that body the r 
communication of his views upon the whole subject 
Message. He placed the claims of the Indians upor 
tion and favor on the grounds he thought they dese 
and avowed his readiness to promote all constitutio 
cable measures for their gratification. He then gave 
holding that their pretensions in respect to the orga 
arate governments were unfounded, demonstrated 
cability, foreshadowed the ruinous results to our coi 
would inevitably result from any attempt to establi 
in them by the power of the Federal Government, au 
explanations wdth the following equally specifi' 
tions:—^ 


^Tho MS. hero directs the inclusion of the following?: As a me; 
end, I .sii.e:j;’est, for your consideration, the propriety of setting apa 
Wh'st of the Mississippi, and without the limits of any State or Te 
to be guaranteed to the Indian tribes, as long as they shall occupy i 
a distinct control over the portion designated for its use. There 1 
in the enjoyment of governments of their own choice, subject to n( 
the United States than such as may be necessary to preserve peace 
between the several tribes. There the benevolent may endeavor to 
of civilization; and by promoting union and harmony among them, 
estiiig commonwealth, destined to perpetuate the race, and to attes 








\TGr6 IxJ^nd. to tli6 States to Gxtingxiisli the Indiai 
compensation to the Indians for their improvemer 
vide all necessary aid for their removal and for tl 
one year afterwards, with suitable clauses securin; 
and protection of the United States as recommende 
dent in his Message. 

MTien this Bill was taken up in the Senate, the bo 
subject was first acted upon, Mr. [Theodore] Frelinj 
Jersey, moved to add to it the following section: 

Sec. 9. That until the said tribes or nations shall choose 
this act is contemplated, they shall be protected in their prese 
in the enjoyment of all their rights of territory and governi 
exercised and enjoyed, from all interruptions and encroachn 

The clause attempted to mark the nature and ext 
of self-government proposed to be reserved to the In 
ino- as a fact what was denied° that it was a right t 
tofore exercised and enjoyed.” But the design in 
phraseology employed was to make the proposition i 
than it would if the right intended to be reserved 
plainly set forth in the additional section. It was 
appears from the debate, to test the principle as to 
Indians to maintain independent political Governn 
States in which they resided, under the belief tha 
would involve the fate of the colonization policy ar 
defeat it, as no one would for a moment believe t 
would remove as long as the power of Congress stood 
port them in the exercise of that degree of sovereign 

The 'Whig party (as the opposition was then call 
perfect unanimity in favor of Mr. Frelinghuysen’s 
against the Bill. A more persevering opposition to i 
had scarcely ever been made. Few men would 
deny that it was a factious opposition waged to 
terests of party at the expence of the highest 
Country, upon grounds which were not tenable and 
poses which were not practicable,—or, if practica 
become so thro’ the agency of the U. S. Army and 
struction of the Confederacy. The subject was disc 
intemiission, from the 9th to the 26th April, whei 
section, offered by Frelinghuysen, was rejected, e' 
ator voting in favor of it as did also the only Jacks' 
Pennsylvania, and the Bill passed the Senate by a 
that Senator finally voting in its favor. The opj 
expect to defe t t in the Senate. The debate anr' 
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rhey were too much encouraged by their extraordinary siu 
making converts in the House of Eepresentatives to heed sii 
sideratlons. They foresaw as they thought the political adv 
of the stnmo-le which had been fomented by their unfouiid 
tension to culminate in their triumph at the ensuing Pres: 
election, all unconscious of the utter overthrow of their hope^ 
was o-athering strength in the sober second thoughts of the 
They set every engine in motion to throw obstructions in the 
the President, and received a full measure of cooperation fro 
usual auxiliaries in great crises, the Press, the Courts of hi 
last tho’ far from least in power and influence, the Church. 

If the question had been one of power simply the Pi 
would have soon settled it, but he could not act effectively, ] 
he desire to do so, without the consent of the Indians and 
both too wise and too just to take any steps to obtain that 
which the good sense and good feeling of the Country woi 
finally approve. Those who understood his character soon 
satisfied of this, but those who did not hoped to drive him 
of violence which would destroy his popularity. Hence they 
every thing he did, and responded to every act of resistance 
part of the Indians and by such measures of co-operation j 
suited to the habits of civilized life. 

The Cherokees refused to meet the President in Council t 
tiate upon the subject of their lands, and answered his in vita 
a legislative act denouncing the penalty of death against a 
of their nation wdio should attempt to sell their lands with 
assent of the ISTational Council. In their Memorial to C( 
rising in their pretensions, from the encouragement they r< 
they claimed to be a Sovereign State independent as well 
Federal Government as of Georgia, and as such one of their 
undertook to stop the mail on its passage over their lands 
sisted the exercise of criminal jurisdiction by that State [G 
within their bpunds. 

Those portions of the Press favoring the pretensions of 
dians to the right of self-govenment were at the same tim 
with encomiastic accounts of the prudence of the Cherokees 

th r Caoacit.V for* +,hA rlic:r*litirO’p a-P if a rliifiAc; oTirl rlpimTiPiof 
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to the Legislature by the Governor of Georgia with a d 
that orders from the Supreme Court interfering with the 
of their State courts in such a matter, would so far as rela 
Executive Department, be disregarded and any attempt i 
them resisted with all the force the laws had placed at his 
Thus were the pacific relations between the Federal G( 
and one of the States of the Confederacy a second time e] 
by high functionaries of the former, but the danger wa 
now, as at the first, by the firmness of the State authoriti 
abandonment of their avowed intentions on the part of the. 

Nothing further was done with the Writ of Error, bul 
ings to the same end were instituted in a different form. I 
filed by Mr. Wirt, in the same Court, in favor of “The 
Nation against the State of Georgia,” praying an injunct 
strain that State from executing the laws of the State 
Cherokee territory. 

Georgia refused to appear to the Siunmons or to have 
to do with the proceedings. The hearing was therefore 
but the application was notwithstanding argued at gre 
and, as the new^spapers said, with great ability,, by Mes^ 
and Sergeant, of course for the Cherokees. The Suit wa 
by them, claiming to be a “Foreign State” under the arti 
Federal Constitution, defining the extent of the judicial 
the Federal Government. The Supreme Court held, unii 
that their claim to be so regarded was manifestly untenab 
ruling, there was, of course, an end of the proceeding. As 
tiffs had no right to appear in that Court in the charactei 
assumed for the purpose, they had no right to ask its o 
any point in the case they had presented. But Chief eTui: 
shall, who delivered the opinion of a majority of the Coi 
concurring with the Whole Bench that the Plaintiffs had 
to bring the suit, went on notwithstanding, as he did in tl 
case of Marbury and Madison, to deliver an e-Mra-judioia 
upon one of the material points presented by the case,, anc 
that “ so much of the argument of counsel as was intendci 
the character of the Cherokees as a Statc^ as a distinci 
Society, separated from others, capable of managing i 




with this he was pleased to add that “ if it was true that • 
had been inflicted on the Cherokee nation, and that still i 
were to be apprehended, that was not the tribunal to redr 
past or to prevent the future. ^ * 

Justices Baldwin and Johnson^ delivered separate opinior 
curring in the only point the Court was competent to decide, 1 
senting from all that was said beyond. Mr. Peters, the Ee 
decided to publish the case wimediately^ separately from the 
in loMch it would appear in the ordinary course^ and to give 
his own language) Wirf^s great argument hi behalf 

Cherohees^ lohich had been taken down by stenographers em 
for the purpose 

Is it possible for an intelligent mind to doubt that the de: 
these extraordinary proceedings, as well the extra-judicial c 
of the Court as the electioneering pamphlet gotten up by 
porter, was the same, or that that design was to operate uj: 
public mind adversely to Georgia and to the President ? 

The Cherokees, as they well might do, regarded the opinion 
Court, on the great point in controversy between them and G 
as expressed in their favor, and contended that the Preside 
bound by it and said so in an Address by their Chiefs and Hej 
to the People of the United States, which, with Mr. Peters’ ] 
was published and scattered over the whole Country. 

To sustain this suit it was necessary that two points, inde}: 
of its merits, should be decided in their favor: 1st, that the 
kees were a foi'eign State, in the sense of the Constitution, an 
that the Supreme Court was competent so far to exercise the p 
power as to enjoin the action of a State Government in the 
exercise of its sovereignty. It required an extraordinary str 
charity to believe that their learned and intelligent counse 
have entertained the slightest confidence in the tenability ol 
position. The fa(*t that the majority of a Court composed c 
political friends, honorable men but cherishing sympathies ii 
of the cause in which the great abilities of the counsel w( 
ployed as stmng as their own, rejected both propositions ^ 
hesitation, makes overwhelmingly against the good faith in 
the proceedings were instituted. They could not therefore cc 
that their political opponents, as well as the cool judgment o 
who were not politicians, regarded the whole proceedings i 
tious, not to say factious, and designed for political effect; 
was a source of deepest mortification that those who moved in 
in the course of its Drosecution, succeeded in obtaininp- th 
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lar. irith the utmost severity consistent with Avhat was 
sex' and to her respect for myself, neither of which was 
of overlooking. Well aware of the tenacious grasp 
her opinions, in matters of conscience, were held—a 
her character doubtless, in some degree, derived from 
notish blood which flowed in her veins,—and thinkin 
unsiiitable for the argument, I made but little answer to ' 
and, on leaving the room, she said, yet holding the do 
‘•Uncle! I must say to you that it is my earnest wis 
may lose the election, as I believe that such a result m 
low such acts!” 

When such feelings were in this way produced on s 
towards a relative for whose welfare she cherished a t- 
ai-dent and as sincere as she did for any other human 
parents having been both, long before, removed from thi 
she having neither brother nor sister, it is not difficult 
how strong must have been the influence of this subject in 

Many other incidents of this great struggle, not less 
than those of which I have spoken, crowd uiion my reco 
I do not feel at liberty to extend the space already apj)! 
the subject. It was my intention, in particular, to ha' 
more fully than I have yet done the admirable hearing 
statesmanship displayed by Gen. Jackson throughout this 
sincere and persevering efforts to bring the Cherolcees i 
his meetings with the Chickasaw and Choctaw tribes, ma 
had -fought b}^ his side in the war of 1812, Ins renewal to 
the Creeks of the advice he had given to the latter on tlu 
under consideration, immediately after the disastrous h 
Horse Shoe, the restoration of the confidenc^e of the ti-ibe 
eerity of his friendship for them, his success in prevailing 
to conform to the policy of the Government by removing 
and his influence upon the excited Georgians inducing 
hibit a mildness and a conciliatory spirit in th<rir acts wi 
matter of comment and surprise to their and his o]-)ponc 
must forego this design. 

The day of election came on, not only under the 
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and support of the Cherokees in their political pretensic 
longer insisted on by the anti-Jackson party. The idc 
Indian sovereignties swayed by savage customs and conn 
the borders of certain states of our confederacy, was exp. 
laws of the States according to the recommendation o: 
Porter, were shaped without hindrance, to the promoi 
only rational policy—^that of removing the Indians beyon 
of the bad influences inevitable from association and cont* 
the white men. ° The President, forgetting or overlook 
stacles that had been thrown in his way, pursued his poli 
accustomed energy and perseverance, and his labors were 
crowned with complete success. I say hh Ittboiirs for that 
was emphatically the fruit of his own exertions. It wa. 
ment, his experience, his indomitable vigour and unresti 
that secured success. There was no measure, in the whol 
his administration of which he was more exclusively the a 
this. His Secretary of War assisted to the extent of his 
advised freely with me on all occasions and ga\n such we 
advice, relating chiefly to the manner of doing what ] 
ought to be done, as he thought it deserved, which was 
but frequently more than it was really entitled to, but h 
mind, hand and spirit that controlled tlirougliout. 

Gen. Jackson’s success excited as it deserved the admi 
applause of the wuse and the good. He has received a lar 
the gratitude and praise of the xlmerican Peo])le for 1 
his life, both in the militarv and civil service of his Go 

\j 

in my opinion, there were, none better entitled to such re' 
those which affected the important subject of which I In 
I may have considered it in more detail and at greater 1 
was necessary, but I have been influenced by views whicb 
entitled to much force. The fact that what was clone in ' 
was more exclusively his own doing than could be said ol 
measure of his administration and therefore furnishe; 
reliable illustration of his character, and the inadeqiu 
credit which these services have as yet received have be 
noticed. But there are higher motives for a thorough re^ 
whole subject. Unlike histories of many great questions 
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responsible, in foTo coi'iscientici^e^ to the opinions of 
of nations, as it involves the course we have pursuec 
towards a people comparatively weak, upon whom 
in the beginning unjustifiable aggressors but of who 
of time and events, we have become the guardians 
the benefactors. It has appeared to me that tho 
the character and interests of the United States a 
this subject, may hereafter be committed, cannot 
interested in if not materially benefitted by a trii 
views, motives and transactions of their predecest 
it on an occasion so critical as was that which I ha^ 
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that principle as efficient as possible. Yet lie disci 
terms powers in Congress to construct roads and c 
States, with or without their consent. If there wj 
doubt upon that point, which there could not well 
poii: on manufactures, it has been fully cleared up 
opments. By that report he carried the money po 
erimient to an extent which did not admit of enlargei 
it in terms so felicitously as to satisfy the wildest th( 
of other powers, the exercise of which would be x 
marked prominence to that we are considering: “ Syi 
tion to the improvement of inland navigation whi( 
lately appeared in some quarters must fill with pi 
warmed with a true zeal for the prosperity of the 
examples, it is to be hoped, will stimulate the exert 
eminent and citUens of every State. There can cei 
ject more worthy of the cares of the local administra. 
to be wished that there ^oas no douht of the powe^ 
Govemiment to lend its direct aid on a compreJieoisi 
then proceeds to shew why the thing could be bei 
latter. 

Such language coming from a man of his known 
receive but one construction, and in his letter to M; 
years afterwards, in which he drew up a jprogram 
that ought, in his judgment, to be taken by the pa 
uses the following language: ^‘an article ought to 
be added to the Constitution for empowering C 
canals in all cases to which it may be necessary ' 
thro’ two or more States or through the territory o 
the United States.” This letter, which has now, f( 
come to light thro’ the publication of Hamilton’s 
brings our knowledge of his opinion to the point 
tainty. He was not the man to go to the People ( 
additional power if he believed that a claim to tl 
sired was at all tenable under the Constitution as it 
Mr. Calhoj^n’s Bonus Bill, introduced at the first 
peace proposed to set apart and pledge the Banl?; I 
fund for constructing roads and canals and imp] 
gation of water courses in order &c. &c.”, and in 
speech he treated the question of power as indubii 
to the circumstance that no measure of the kind had 
introduced he attributed the omission to the adv( 
Country in regard to the finances and other aus 
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This view is fully sustained by the action, of Congress f 
period Mdien these proceedings took place. Diu’ing these foi 
the establishment of a plan for internal improvements un 
authority of the General Government was not advanced a s 
was the power of appropriation, asserted by the only re 
that was pressed, exerted on a single important occasion, 
who, whilst friendly to such improvements were too solicit 
the preservation of the Constitution in its purity to authori 
construction without constitutional authority, had reason t 
from the course of events, that their objects would be accon 
by individual enterprise acting under the authority of and s 
far as practicable by the State Governments. But oocurren^ 
ino- the winter of 1822 were well calculated to put and in th 
did put a very different face upon the matter. The pati 
Congress having been exhausted by tlie perpetual drain u 
Treasury for the repairs of the Cumberland Eoad, the H 
Eepresentatives passed a Bill authorizing® the erection c 
upon it and the exaction of tolls fi'om those who used it—^th 
to be applied to keeping the Eoad in good condition. It pa; 
Senate and was sent to the President for his approval. 

Jifr. Monroe, committed unqualifiedly by the declarations 
first annual Message expressive of his views, which we have 
dence that he even desired to change, objected to the Bill u 
principles he had avowed in that document, and it was i 
He accompanied his ueto-Message with, or rather sent to C 
a day or two afterwards a voluminous essay ^ upon the consti 
question, setting forth the arguments on which the opinion 1 
upon was founded and which he had, he said, from time 
as they occurred to him, reduced to writing. At the conch 
this exposition he avowed his convei’sion to the doctrine that C 
possessed, under the Constitution, an unlimited power to 
priate money in aid of the construction of roads and cana 
constructed by others. The Virginia doctrine as expoun 
Madison’s Eeport upon the Alien and Sedition Laws, and 
forth constituting a portion of the political creed of the rej; 
party, was that Congress not only had no right to constri 
works but that the Constitution did not authorize that body t 
money to any such purpose,—that the power of Congi’ess 
propriate the national revenue was limited to objects whicl 
authorized to undertake and that the principle which dei 
power to construct such worlcs lu'cessarilv' denied the riaht 
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doctrine will find it in Mr. Philip P. Barbour’s speech in the great 
discussion of 1818. 

Mr. Monroe admitted that such was the doctrine of 179'8, and 
that it was founded on views of the Constitution which he had 
before sustained, but said that he had changed his opinion upon 
the point, and went into an elaborate argument to shew the sound¬ 
ness of his present theory. The time had been when such a declara¬ 
tion coming from Mr. Monroe would have been received with amaze¬ 
ment by his old political associates who yet adhered to the faith 
Avhich had long received their common support. But antecedent and 
cotemporaneous passages in his ofiScial career had gradually paved 
the way for such an occurrence and consequently lessened their sur¬ 
prise when it was developed. This took place towards the middle 
of his second term, after he had received all the electoral votes, save 
one, of his old political opponents and when he was doing openly all 
that a man of his habitual prudence and circmnspection could be 
expected to do to “J)romote the amalgamation of parties and the 
overthrow of that exclusive and towering supremacy which the 
republican party had for many years maintained in our national 
councils. A diminished zeal for the support of its pure and self- 
denying principles was the natural consequence of a diminished, 
might I not say an extinguished solicitude for its continued as¬ 
cendency. It was almost inevitable that efforts to destroy the 
republican organization should lead to the gradual abandonment 
of the principles it sustained. Other causes contributed to give 
that direction to his feelings. At the head of his Cabinet stood Mr. 
John Quincy Adams, the latitudiiiarianism of whose Constitutional 
views extended beyond those of any of his cotemporaries, and su¬ 
perior to him in influence tho’ inferior in grade was the recognised 
favorite of its Chief, Mr. Calhoun, who had taken the lead in sup¬ 
port of the principle that Congress had power to make roads and 
canals as well as to pay for them, who had established the right 
of paternity towards such measures and would assert it wherever 
they were successful. N'either Mr. Wirt, nor Mr. Southard ^ had ever 
shewed themselves fastidious in regard to the powers of the Federal 
Government or prone to dissent from the views of the associates 
to whom I have referred, and the only Cabinet officer, Mr. Craw- 
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Blit whatever may have been the origin of this change in 
roe’s constitutional views there was no room for question in 
its extent. The principles of the party in which he had be 
had been commended to his preference not only by the circ 
of his location and the character of his early associates, 1 
own habits of circumspection. Honest and considerate in h 
he was never the slave of momentary impulses but arrived i 
elusions by proverbially slow degrees after long and carefu' 
tion. Mr. Webster exemplified his dispositions in this res{ 
amusing anecdote. It was, he said, the President’s habii 
on a slate the names of the candidates for prominent places, 
the lists were completed, tO' rub out one name every day ' 
one remained, when the slate, of course, was sent to the pr 
to have the commission made out. 

Festina lente having thus been the rule of his life, he f 
the occasion of which we are now writing, to have pass 
twinkling of an eye from one extreme to another. The d( 
forth in the manifesto that accompanied his veto-Messa. 
Cumberland Road Bill, in regard to the power of Congress 
priate the national revenue, embraced all that Alexander 
had ever contended for. In his famous Report upon Mai 
the latter in substance thus defines the power of the Federa 
ment to raise money: 

These three qualifications excepted, (viz: that all duties, imposts 
shall be uniform throughout the United States, that no direct tax s 
unless in proportion to the federal numbers of the different States i 
tax or duty shall be laid on exports) the power to raise money is x 
indefinite, ^ ^ ^ and there seems to be no room for a doubt thi 
coneeims the general interests of learning, of agriculture, of manuf 
of commerce comes within the sphere of the national councils as fai 
an application of money. 

Mr. Monroe explained his new position substantially as : 

It is contended on the one side that as this is a Government of lim 
it has no right to expend money except in the performance of acts 
by the other specific grants according to a strict construction of th 

4 

* * * To this construction I was inclined in the more-early s 

Government; but on further reflection and observation my mind 
gone a change for reasons I will frankly unfold. 
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He proceeds with an endeavour to prove, by a course of reas 
ing which he would once have himself pronounced more sped 
than solid, that the framers of the Constitution, as well as those 
whom it was adopted, designed that both powers should be unqu 
fied. Few persons will contend that, in respect to the power 
raise and expend revenue, Hamilton went one iota farther tl 
Monroe. The language of the former was more graceful and ca] 
vating but the latter took especial care that it was not more gene 
or far reaching. 

■Who, in former days, could have contemplated the possibility t 
a Virginia President, one of the first members of the old republii 
party and elected as such, would ever be brought to establish, so 
as an act of the Executive branch of the Federal Government ^ 
capable of establishing it, one of the most ultra and, in pract 
likely to be one of the most dangerous principles ever advocated 
Alexander Hamilton, and that the individual thus acting would 
James Monroe between whom and Hamilton ° political differen 
had ripened into personal hostility extending to the brink of x' 
sonal combat? Plow strong must have been the influence wh 
could work such a change! The laxness of the times, in respect 
political consistency, in a great degree brought about by the age 
of Mr. Monroe himself, doubtless had much to do with it, but I h 
always thought that political rivalry was not without its influe 
in producing a result so remarkable and so much to be deprecatec 
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CHAPTEE XXIV. 


When the Message and the accompanying papers were se 
gress little had been said of Gen. Jackson in connection 
question of succession to Mr. Monroe and, especially in 
part of the canvass, Mr. Adams’ claims were but lightly 
In 1817-18 Clay and Calhoun were most prominent amon^ 
apparent. Altho’ exercising his usual prudence in the in 
Monroe was notwithstanding well understood to prefer Mr 
The general conviction doubtless influenced to some extent ’ 
course towards the Administration. He first threw cold 
the efforts to bring about an amalgamation of parties, and 
with considerable severity, in one of his speeches, the attc 
ceived by the President, on a Northern tour, from the old 1 
The Administration in turn for some time gave an equally 
ble reception to Mr. Clay’s endeavours to bring about th 
tion of South American Independence; but when, by tin 
of events, and the indications of public sentiment, efforts 
that measure had become unsafe, it exerted itself to take t 
out of Mr. Clay’s hands by means of a virtual recommend? 
by the President himself. I well remember Mr. Calhoun’ 
remark when the Message on this subject and this effect ( 
alluded to: Yes! the fruit has now become ripe iind may 
plucked! ” It was in this way that Mr. Clay was, as he 
deprived of the credit he hoped to have acquired by his chai 
of South American Independence. His was not a temper?! 
to brook hostility open or covert. His deep diss?xtisf?vctioii 
President’s course in announcing in adv?inco in his Annua 
in December 1817, that he could not approve of ?i l>il] autho 
construction of roads or canals, has been noticed. He spol 
his great effort on that occasion as a stop whi(‘h if tak< 
Crown would have been regarded in Enghind ?is a brea 
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course. It overlooked the circumstance in the eagernesi 
struggle, that there was yet a large segment of the old re 
party sufficient to form the nucleus for a subsequent success 
which had not been carried away by the ^^era of good 
which tho’ perhaps not much surprised, was sorely grieve 
act of such flagrant backsliding on the part of the Pre^ 
their choice and who saw in it the fulfilment of the foi 
which had been excited by his previous dalliance with tin 
tion. By the utter loss of the confidence of this class Mr 
and those for whose advancement he was desirous, doub’ 
cerely and honestly, sustained a far greater injury than j 
porary advantage over Mr. Clay could make good. 

The veto was interposed near the close of the session anc 
further was done upon the general subject but the struggb 
sumed at the earliest practicable moment. 

Mr. Hemphill ^ as Chairman of the Committee on Roads ai 
had, at the same session, reported a Bill to procure plans am 
preparatory to the establishment of a general system, bi 
not acted upon. At the beginning of the next he had i 
committed to the Committee of the Whole. It was co 
and a motion bv Mr. Barbour to strike out the first section 
stitutional grounds, failed under the influence of the ^ 
the Bill would have passed but for a new move upon the 
chess board that prevented it. The legislation of Cona 
obviously upon the point of receiving the direction w] 
designed to be given to it by Mr. Monroe’s veto and the ac( 
ing expositions of his new opinions. The policy of the . 
tration, that of abandoning the power of construction am 
liniiig the agency of the Federal Ginvernment to appropri 
money in aid of Works constructed by the States, or l)y in 
under their authority,—was on the point of triumphing 
policy of Mr. Cla}^ which went far beyond it, when the 
tabled on the motion of Mr. Hardin," of Kentiuiky, a frier 
Clay, and a motion to take it up aftervvai’ds refused by tl 
vote of 111 to 42, on which division seven of the nine 1 
menbrs. all ardent advoca ,es for internal ‘mnrovement 
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closing movement on the subject at the last session seemec 
to check, and reiterated his opinion in favor of the powe 
gress, recommending an appropriation for the employme 
requisite number of Engineers to make the necessary pr 
examinations for Canals connecting the Ohio -with the C 
and also for connecting the waters of the Ohio with Lake 1 
Hemphill reported his Bill and it was elaborately discus 
Clay, who had been re-elected and again chosen Speaker, 
himself at the very threshold of the debate, denied in toft 
trines of the 'y^^c^-Message, insisted that if Congress ha< 
right to cause those 'works to be constructed, it had no rig 
for them or to appropriate money in aid of their con 
claimed that the Constitutional question upon that point a 
this Bill and would be decided by it, &c. &c. Mr. Hemj 
Chairman of the Committee on Eoads and Canals, concur] 
views expressed by Mr. Clay and advocated the passage o 
on the same groiuids. The discussions 'were still more elabc 
those of 1818, and drew out the po'wer of the House. That 
inflexible sentinel on the ramparts of the Constitution, 
Barbour, moved again to strike out the first section of th 
the ground of a want of power in Congress to constn 
consequent wnint of powder to appropriate money for sun 
motion, failed by a vote of 109 to 74, and the Bill was final 
Nothing more was done upon the subject at that session, t 
matter stood at the time of the Presidential election of 182 
Making all reasonable allowance for the possibility tlu 
mitted ardour of my political life may continue to influence 
ment more than I imagine it does, I feel confident tha 
balanced mind can review the facts and circumstances tc 
have referred,—established as they are by the recorded tes 
the actors themselves—without admitting the justness of 
elusion that the important principle contended for by the 
of internal improvements by the Federal Govermnent wa 
its professed supporters as a political shuttle-cock which tl 
backward or forward according to the feelings and exigenc 
moment. Advancing, receding or standing still, the ac 
parties plainly appear now, when passion has subsided ; 



310 


AMEEICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 


be going too far to say that the exceptions are only when 
course would so palpably disclose the real motive to the gene: 
lie as to defeat its purpose or when the direction of alfairs 
the hand of a man who takes particular pride in the ado] 
measures commonly considered unpopular when he can sat 
own mind that he is promoting the public interest. 

Tlie People having failed to elect a President, Mr. Ada 
raised to the head of the Government by the House of Rep 
lives, and Mr. Clay was placed at the head of his Cabinet 
both held that Congress had power to cause to be construe 
paid for out of the national revenue all such internal impro 
as would, in its judg-ment, be conducive to the common defe 
jrenoral welfare and we have never had reason to believe tl: 
a single dissentient from that opinion in the new Cabinet, 
was therefore no constitutional restraint upon the action 
gress in this matter other than that which might be expect 
members of the old republican party who yet adhered to t 
(‘iples of their predecessors, but who constituted minorities 
branches of the national Legislature. The results of this 
tilings may well be imagined, especially by all who have 
portunities to observe the facility with which members of ( 
come to regard everything that can be carried home from i 
lie treasury as lawdud spoil and the zeal with which they 
to secure the expenditure in their own districts of whate 
be extracted from it. The execution of Tlemphiirs act, a 
ing the President to cause surveys and plans for public v 
be made, exhibited a striking view of the chai‘actcr and t 
of this disposition on the part of the represeutati\'es and tt 
siitnents. So dilllcnlt was it for the War Deiiartmeiit tc 
itself for the purpose of discrimination of the ]*eal characte 
taut claims to notice and so pressing the solicitaiions th 
corner of the Country was fast being surveyed preparator; 
provements of some kind, for the most ])a,rt of a purely lo( 
acter, and so flagrant did these abuses become that the wises- 
of the system insisted, in its defence, that the law should 1 
tered as to make a specific act of Congress necessary in es 

The condition of things at the period of Gen. Jackson’s ele‘ 
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of tlu" ilrst (-on^Toss that I had tlu" honor to moat in my prc^soiit situati 
when tin,' P>iU authorizinji; a subscript ion on the part of the United St: 
sl.o(‘k in (he Maysville and Lexin.u'teu turnpike company passed the two ! 
th(U*e h:i(l heiai n^ported by tlu‘ Commi(le(‘s on Internal Jmi)rovement 
(‘ontaininy,’ appropriations for such obJe(*ts, inelusivt' of those J'or the t 
land Uoad, ami for harbours and lip;ht bouses, to the amount of ab 
hiindn'il (ind .si.r niil!}(>n,s of dollars. In this amount was included auth 
the S(‘<*r(‘(ary of the dhvasury to subscribe for tlu^ sto(‘k of different co 
to a .ui’c‘a( (extent and the residue was principally for the direct constrn 
Roads ))y this (5ov(‘rnment. In addition to these projiicts which hi 
pri'Simtcil to tlu^ two ilousc^s under the saiuhion and recomnumdation 
rcsp(‘r(iv(^ Uomnut((H‘s on Internal Improvements, ther(‘ were (lieu still 
Ix'fort' (he (tommitt(‘(‘s, and in memorials jircxsiMited, but not referrcHl, ( 
projtwts for works of a similar <!h:ira<;ter, the (‘Xjiense of wiiich ca 
(‘Stlmalc'd with certainty laay have exceeded one hundred mil 

dollars.' 


Ainopo; llu' r>ills lo was one to antliorize the const 

of a. I’oai! froiu IliilFalo to New Orkmns \vhi(‘h failed by tt inajt 
only lirUuMi, and was reconsidcoxal by a luajorily of e.io'bt le: 
two wei'ks ludbrc* t!i(‘ int(M*[)osition ol (lu‘- \'cdo; Ix'sides nil 
other i*as(\s of t‘orr(\s[)ondin^ lua^-nilude. 


‘Sixth annual nH‘.s.s!U!;<x Dec. 2, RS:M. 


CHAPTEE XXV. 


The points in our domestic concerns which a 
the largest share of President Jackson’s pers 
the Bank and the removal of the Indians. T 
acter of the latter has been already describe 
former will be exhibited in its turn. Havin; 
made the subject of Internal Improvements b; 
ernment my study, apprehensions of the evil 
as the Oonstitution stood, might entail upon t 
come grave, and sincerely believing that the ad 
had set in that direction might and could on 
the General’s extraordinary popularity I eai 
pressed the matter upon his consideration. H( 
. gestions not only with alacrity but with that li^ 
he received every proposition which he thou 
conducive to the public good. I propose to giv 
of the steps that proceeded from our conveiv 
first briefly notice some of the General’s chara( 
which their advancement was essentially prom< 
far from my intention to attempt a complete 
vidual character. I am conscious that such 
to say generally, manifest the ° ambition of 
his skill in depicting a perfectly good or an ^ 
acter instead of a desire to portray his subje< 
and that the picture, when' finished is thus 
imagination rather than a reliable representat 
hope to make the world better acquainted wit] 
of Andrew Jackson than it was before, but ' 
chiefly by correct reports of what he said and di( 
Although firm to the last degree in the execut 
w^hen once formed, I never knew a man more i 
one to whom it was to a greater extent a pk 
recognized duty, to listen patiently to what mighi 
any subject under consideration until the time fo 



the aid of those. assoriatcHl with liim in (he [)ul)lie service in the 
preparat-ion of the pul>rK‘ docainuaits that were issued under his iianuN 
wholly iiuliUVreut in i-eii>’ard io the extent to which theii* participation 
was known, solicitous only that they siiould l)e understood by those 
to whom they were addi'essed as a true record of his opinions, Idis 
resolutions and his acds. Tliat poini secured lie cared little eitlier as 
to the forni of words in which they weiv c‘Xpressed, or as to the 
agency through whi(‘h the particular exjiosition was (‘oiutocted. 

Neither, 1 need scarcely say, was he in tin* habit, of talking, much 
less of boasting of his own aehiie’enumis. (\mtent witli the pari ho 
hud actually takmi in the conduct and solution of any important 
pubru* ((uestion and nevcn* having reason to (‘omplain of the opinions 
fotaned and e.xpri^ssts! of his acts by a largt*. majoi-ity of his (bunlry- 
men he had lU'itluM* a (U‘sirc nor a nu)ti\'i‘ to parades his own oi* t.o 
shiiU‘, in bori’owtal plunccs, 1 aiiaaidy spokmi of ( hai. Jacksoifs 

(au’ly fU’chnamcc for t!a‘ .-elf d(‘n\iug tluan-y and si rict consti’U(*lion 
(lo(‘trin(‘s of the old ri‘pubre*an ;chool and ha\'c also, I iH^lieve, 
noticed the (‘ii'cunistaiua^ (hal wlam <jui(c a young man and a youugci* 
polit ieiau lu' (‘!iom‘ rat iuu* to i‘\ p< )sc hi in. cl i to t iu* od i inn o I r 4 *(*ur< 1 i ng 
liis nauu‘ against a \'oti‘ of conlidencc in and thank; to than Wa h 
iugion than to sutler hinri'lf to Ih* caught iu the trap . ct for him 
and his la^publicau a.-sociatiss by !*’idicr Amts; ami company^ 'riic 
tli^.'^lgu of that artillc{‘ was so to conmad an apprtnal of tlu^ uuaisurts 
whi(‘h tlu' f(M|t‘ralists in (kmgi’css had sustaifUHl and which flu* repub 
licnns hatl oppoMal with an (*\pr<*ssion of the fa\orablt‘ scutiimmts 


uuiv(n*sallv (‘ntmiaiuml (ouartls ticm W'asliinglon ami hi.s motives 


iu all things, as (t> pul it. tml of the power of llu‘ lattt*r (o stand by 
their avowed opinions w ithout refusing to concur in that. t‘Xpri‘ssion. 
''Fliey snapptal tlu* t*ords wntli wlfudi it wsas thus atlempttMl to jVt.ttn* 
llunn and (Jem rfackst>n‘’s vote on that occasion was m*ge<l against him 
whtm he heeanu‘ a candidate, for the Presidency, some ihijdy years 
a ftt'r. 

I>ut. tilt' principh' of iut.tnmal iinproxanmnits by (lu‘ lAaknail (Jov- 
(‘rnnumt., so far from hi'ing acttal upon wlum he wnis in Con¬ 
gress, wars, a.s has lieen setm, disavowtsi by ih<‘, grtaU. Itaidtn* of the 
administrutiou, and a largi‘ shan‘ of (Jtni, JaeksoiTs timt^. was sptmi. 
in the camp whilst- thc‘ Kulgect was chdiaiisl by tlu‘ rising imm of the- 
day from lHlt> to wdum lu' re-appiairtal on the floor of CoU” 

gi’css. wai.-. hesidt‘s a piMudiarit y in his posit i<m at- tiu*. latt.er 

}H‘riod wliic'h, tied it. couhl not as nothing could lead liim, to <1<) 
wrong winm it lHHanni‘ m‘ct*ssary to u<*l, was niw mi h<‘lt‘ss wtdl calcu- 
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peculiarity the weight to which it was entitled the reader 
ill mind the influence exerted by Pennsylvania in brini 
Jackson forward for the Presidency, an influence which ^ 
think be over-estimated when it is regarded as having cont 
I'esult; and this consideration deserves to be constantly re 
whilst canvassing the merits of his subsequent course up( 
very important points. 

Pennsylvania is in every sense of the word a great 
vrorthy of high respect—great in her material resources an 
the constant industry, the morality and general intelligei 
People. When to the credit she derives from these sourcef 
that Avhich has naturally accrued from the moderate a 
character of her general course it will be seen how wel 


deserved the honor shewn her by her sister States in the 
which they have distinguished her of “ the key stone of tt 
the Union.” 

It is nevertheless tnie that she has for a long time pi 
favorable field for the agitation of political questions ^ 
dress themselves to special interests in the communities iq, 
they are pressed. Internal Improvements by the Federa' 
ment, a high protective tariff and a Bank of the United S 
for many years before Gen. Jackson’s accession to the P 
been regarded as favorite measures with the good people 
sylvania. In respect to the first, which is now the subje 
consideration, both of the great Peports of the Committees 
and Canals, at the period when it embraced a large sha 
attention of Congress, were from Pennsylvanians,—Mr. Wi 
Mr. Hemphill. Yet these measures and the question of th( 
of the Indians, which had so strongly excited their misdire 
pathics, Avere destined to be the principal domestic subjects 
Gen. Jackson’s Administration, if he succeeded in the elec 
to be employed. With the two last, (tlie Bank and the I 
had made himself familiar and as tO' them his course was fi 
foreseeing the necessity he would be under upon those 
run counter to the wishes of his Pennsylvanian friends at 


threshhold of his administration, it was natural that a m 
generous temper, and of whose character fidelity to frienc 
the crowning grace, should have been desirous to avoid aii} 
to the issues between himself and his^io less generous supj: 
far as that could be avoided without cUreliction of duty. 


It was undei 

O'f Tf nf 1 y-VI-i rt 1 


such circumstances, and never 






having 
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Hr. Yan Buren rose, in pursuance of notice given on Wednesda 
ask leave to introduce a joint resolution, proposing an amendment to t 
tutiou of tile United States, on the subject of the power of Gongresi 
roads and canals. He said he was as much opposed as any man t( 
alterations of the form of government under which we live, but he w( 
no apology for bringing this matter before the Senate, in so imposii 
as that of an amendment to the Constitution. He would now do so, t 
was entirely convinced that no one could dispassionately consider tl 
state of the question, to which his resolution relates, without feelin 
perious necessity of some Constitutional provision on the subject, 
not his intention, at this time, to enter into the discussion of the n 
would only submit one or two general remarks in relation to it. 0 
portance of the question, it was not necessary to speak. Suffice it to 
in its scope, it embraces the funds of the nation to an unlimited e:s 
ill its result must affect, as far as the agency of the Federal Govern 
concerned, the future internal improvement of a great and flourishing 
Is the power to make roads and canals, within the States, now vest 
Federal Government? Individuals, said Mr. Y. B., may give tliei 
sioiis, T^ith their reasons for the various ingenious constructions 
upon the different parts of the Constitution, to make out that this pow« 
but all candid men wall admit that there are few questions more ■ 
Whilst, in some States, the power is universally conceded, and its 
loudly i-eqmi'ed, in others, its existence is as generally deniiHl, an 
ereise as ardently resisted. Is there cause to believe that, as the Coi 
now stands, a construction wall obtain, which will be so far aequ 
as to be regarded and enforced as one of the established powers of th( 
Go\*ernmeiit? He thought there was not. For about twenty years, 
ject had been one of constant and earnest discussion. Efforts have a 
times been made in Congress to exercise the power in question. T 
met sometimes with more, and sometimes with less, favor. Bills, o 
the assertion, and directing the exercise of this power, have passed 
Houses, and been returned, with objections, by two successive Presidi 
failed for want of the Constitutional majority. The last Congress 
Executive were arrayed against each other, upon the question, and i 
a recent vote of the other House may be regarded as evidence of tin 
opinion of Congress, there is every reason to believe that such is now 
The Government has now been in operation rising of thirty years 
though the subject has always been a matter of interest, no law cle 
biacing the power has ever yet been passed. There is, therefore, 1 
reason to hope that, without some Constitutional provision, the qiies 
ever be settled. If the General Government has not now the power, JS 
said that he for one thought that, under suitable restrictions, they 
have it. As to what those restrictions ought to be, there might, and 
would, be diversity of opinion. But, as to the abstract proposition, 
much of the funds of the nation as could be raised, without cnnross 
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exercise of o doubtful right by the Federal GoYermuont against the iiersevering 
opposition of the several Slates, they would decide^ wludber, instiaid of con¬ 
testing this matter as it has beem done for so many y(\‘irs, it would not be more 
for the interest of the nation, as wedi as th(^ credit of Govm-nment, l(> place 
the matter on well detined ground. There were many strong n^asons why he 
thought this course ought to be pursued, and which, at llit^ proixn* time, he 
would take the liberty to urge. For the present, he would simply add that, 
independent of the collisions of Slate interests, which this ])ower is more likely 
than any other to produce, the exercise ot it in the ])resent state of the (Con¬ 
stitution, and with an Executive whose reading of it slunild be diHercmt from 
that of the present and the two who last ia‘ec(‘d(Ml him, (*ouId not fail to b{‘ 
grossly unequal among the States; because it is well kmnvn that tlnu*(‘ wm-i^ 
some States who have invariably, and who will, as long as tluy in’idVi* llu^ 
inviolability ot* the Constitution to tlu^ir local interest, continu(‘ to oppos(‘ tin* 
exercise ot this power with tlKun. \\'ithout, theiadon^, tlu^ ability to pr(‘\(*nt, 
thc'.Y would be (‘xclu(k‘d fi’om tla‘ beiudits of its ex('rcis(^ hhie cimrse now pro- 
])osed had Ixam earnestly recominendc^d to tlu^ last Congin^ss )>y tin* pi'cscnt 
Execut.ive, and, whtm the subdcn-l, (‘anu^ up for discussion, he would (Muh'avor 
to show that its adoption was calhMl for by Hh" best inlein^sls of tin* nation. 

lauive was tluai gi’anttnl, ^nd Mr. \'an I'urtMi offeri'd th<‘ following rosidu 
tion, which was read, and passiMl to a second r<‘:iding: 

“ A*c.s*o/ 7 Y 7 /, <tc., hhiat the following atnendnuml of lh<‘ Const but ion oi the 
lTnitc‘d States b(‘ proposed to th(‘ Lt^gislat iii'cs of 11 h‘ sevei'a! Stales; 

“ Congnvss shall hav(^ powcu* to mak<‘ roads ami canals; bat all nioiM‘.\ appnf 
priated tor this piirp<>S(‘ shall 1k' apporliont'd among the s(‘V(‘ral Stales a<*eord 
ing to the last (‘uunuu-ation of tli(‘ir n\s}>(*cliv<^ numlu'rs, and applied to the 
making and i'(‘pairing of roa<ls and (*anals within th<‘ several Stati'S, as Coin 
gress may diri'et ; but any State may <*(msent, to thi‘ a(>proprlatIon b,\ Con 
gi'css of its <piota of su<*h appropriation In the making or repairing of roads 
and (*anals, without its own limits; no sueh roa<l or canal shall, Iiowevor, be 
made within any State, without the consiait of the" Leglslatun'^ thiua'of, mid all 
such money shall he so exiiended under tlu^lr directhm,” ' 

In Deceinbof, 18^5, I submitted to the Senate, as a substitute for 
tbo, ])revions proposition, the following motion and (be renuirks (hat. 
follow: 

“ y»hbS‘o/?Yv/, That Congress does not. possess the pow<u* t.o nmk(‘ Komis and 
Canals within the respi'etive Stales. 

_/\Vhs'f>/?'cd, '■Jdiat a s(‘UK‘f, coinmitt(‘(‘ Ixi uppointial, with iuslrmhions to pre¬ 
pare and report a doint. Kc'solution, for an auKUidiiuml. of (h(‘ (toast but ion, 
prescribing and defining the power (Congress shall hav(‘ over 1h(‘ subj(M*t. of 
Internal Improvements, and subjecting flui sarnie t(> such r(‘striciions as shall 
effectually iirotect the soveri'ignty of the respectiv(‘ Statics, ami s«H'ur(‘ to thmii 
a lust distribution of the heuotits resulting from all approiiriations mad(‘ for 
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course ori^nally contemplated, by substituting resob 
sense of the Senate on the Constitution, as it now is, ai 
ment of a select committee to report upon the siibjed 
as the Senate may think proper to give. Such resolu' 
the libertj'- of submiLting. He did ]iot, of course, wish 
consideration, but would call them up at as early a da; 
the state of public business and the ordinary com*! 
Senate. He hoped he would be excused for expressing 
conceded importance of the subject would induce genth 
tion to it as soon as they conveniently could, to the end 
up, it might be carried to a speedy decision, and not e 
able delays and postponements which had heretofore att( 
lar character, and ultimately prevented an expression c 
on tiieir merits. He deceived himself, if there was an 5 ^ 
moment, their constituents felt a more intense intere 
the rightful and probaWe agency of the General Gover 
of Internal Improvement. Whilst, in the States, meas 
had been harmonious in their progi'ess, and, as far as 
would admit of, successful in their results, the condi 
been of a very different character. From the firsf agil 
constitutional power of Congress to legislate upon 
source of unbroken, and, frequently, angry and unple 
time, he said, had never yet been, when all the bra- 
l.lepartment were of the same opinion upon the que 
united in the sentiment as to the existence of the p 
everything else in regard to it. Of its particular soi 
its extent and attributes, very different views were er 
There had not been anything in the experience of the 
thing in the prospect of the future, on which a re 
founded, that this gre;tt subject could ever be satisffi 
means short of an appeal to the States. The iniimati 
prosperity of the country and works of the description i 
induce efforts to induce the General Government to eo 
was but little reason to believe that its claim of power t 
A s little reason w^as there, in his judgment, to expect 
W'ould ever be given up. The inhnciples upon which thf 
the zeal and fidelity with 'which it has hitherto been 
an expectation. If this view of the subject was a con 
to him that it wnis, he respectfully submitted it as a n 
on the part of Congress, to make a determined effb 
settled in the only way which can be final—an amendr 
prescribing and defining ^ what Congress may, and t 
with the restrictions under w^hich what is allowmd to 
appeared to him that not only every intei'est connects 

r'VArTU- if -nrit cinfptv nf mil’ pnvinhlp ■i'^plitip*i1 in 
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'I’he sniiH' (M»ursi‘ lind Ihhmi rc'conuiUMuhyl by Air. Alndisoii, niid du' ixM'oiimuM 
lion hy Mr. M(Mir()t\ 

As yiM, no idTorj lo lliis ;»:r(\‘il ohjAnd. hnd Ikhmi inad (0 he ] 

niinivl hiinst'ir (<» liopo liial sm*h (dTort. would now be made. II was true, 
said, tii{‘ subj<‘e| had nol been nd’erred lo by J^lic iwescail. Exeeulive, and 
reasons wfiy Ih‘ had nol; done so wto’e appareid, Crom (he eoiumiinicalions 
has inadt‘ lo us. Kr(Hu (host', it apiuvired Ibal, (he lb*esi<leu(: enliadaiiUMl oj 
ions, as l<» (Ik*; power of (K)Ui^r(^ss, \vhi(di removed all diIH(aiIlies upon 
subJ(H'(. Ibd Mr. V, U. said thal, al(hoiij;ii that (*ir'‘umstan<‘e luiyhi possi 
diminish, H, ec‘rlaiuly did not ol>\'iaie Ihe noeessily of now' aeliuii; upon 
.subj(‘el, as llit^ Senal(‘ were not hd'l; jo (‘onjcvlure as (o Ihe fuel, (hal lli 
exislc'd a diseordanee of oi)inion ladwcvn llie Execailive and poiiions, al lea^ 
how lar^u^ lime would shew—of Hk' oIIhm- branehes of the Le.aislalive 1)(‘P' 
menl. Air. Ah 1h said lhai, enlerlainin^- such vitovs upon l!u' subJcaM, he J 
(Vlj i( his duly lo brina* liu' subjtah lluis lairly Ixdore (lu? S(aial(% and w 
llu‘ p!*o]H'r ptO’iod tor discaissioii arriv(*d, w'ould avail liimseU’ of Ihiar im 
.ijsau'o lo assipai his laaisous for llu‘ <*ours(‘ proposed.* 


I'lu'se uH)\Hdnents ('xeiled llu' alliuition aiul reeeiv(‘(l ilie app 
bation of iMr. fleiViU'son and raisial for ilu' inoineid. Uu‘ droop 
.-Iiirifs of mau\' sincere' Sial(‘-rioiils nuui. il soon, l\o^^'(W(M^ 
caiiu^ (‘V’idi'iil (linl ilunu'. was no naisonabU' hope' for llu'ir su<*ei 
II. \vas oh\ ious llial llu' \'iro-inia and [\('nlnck\' do<*l rliu'S of XJn 
had b(M‘n loe) sucea'SsridI\ di‘rid('d and coide'inneal (o lea 
al lhal nudJUMit lh(' sliLdile'sl i4‘romid <d‘ conlide'iice' in llie* ado[)l 
oran\' MU*h prnposiiion. I 1 he'red’ore', a Tier [)oslponino- lIs <‘onsid< 
lieui from yeaii* to yeair in ilu^ hope', of more', faveu'alde' indicalie 
snspe'iiele'el rnrllu'r (‘IForls of |hal iialnre'. l>iib il will Ix' sc't'n Ih; 
was not ielhn and lhal my faihire'. was, nol. my faidt. I pre'pai 
afle‘1* mue’h rt*II(H*tion anel laboi'ioiis <‘xaminalion a. brUf- for 
discussion of Ihe subjea*!., in whie'h I lake' morn pridt' lhan in \ 
of npv .spc‘e{‘!u‘s ami whie'Ip nmh'r l!H>i since're llio' loo probably n 
lakem be'lied* lhal I have' md, formed a parl.ial eslimalee of I h 
dire'cleul lo be* publishe'd wilh such of n\y spcH'che's as fliose'. v 
e'oiiie* aflm* nu‘ may deeun worlhy of so mihdi m)ld<‘0. If i.lu‘ n 
hclu'uu's of lhal day should ('\'e‘r be' rewive'd Ihose' who i,ak(‘ a, pari 
d(*lealin<r I heap may pe'rluips linel in llu'se noic'.s useful sui>;i>*e'.sl i( 
Tht'V will al tdl (‘ve'Uls i)rove llu', dex']) inleuTst Ihaf I i.ook in 
malle'i' ami what follow.s will slu'w Iha.t in all probabilily ilu'V 
eudeal, tdlho' in i\ wwV \'(‘rv eliireuHml from the one' ori<i:ina.ll\'' Inlem 
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remain amongst ns, can form any adequate c 
and influence which, those who had embarkec 
tunes in attempts to commit the General Gow 
to the promotion and construction of Interna 
acquired both in Congress and among the n 
prising portions of the People. The wild spi 
whose career our ever srowing and ever mo 
our expanded and expanding territory offered 
came wilder over the prospect before it and t 
men were severely tasked in devising and causii 
brought forward under captivating disguises 
improvements with which they designed to da 
constituents. It required an extraordinary deg 
X}ublic man to attempt to resist a passion that 
ant, but this consideration might stimulate bi 
age Gen. Jackson so long as he was convii 
presented for his consideration -was the patj 
unfeignedly grateful to Pennsylvania for wh 
him, he Imew well that upon this question g 
removal of the Indians and of the Bank she 
the wrong direction, he was extremely loth t( 
great points upon which his duty would c( 
himself in the way of her gratification, but 
all such appeals and motives he promptly 
tions of right, and the ever present and ever 
official obligation superior to personal feeling 
He appreciated to their full extent the argi 
the inexpediency of the legislation which he 
whilst the Constitution remained unaltered, b 
the question on constitutional grounds. No C 
called: not another member of the Cabinet • 
liis decision had become irrevocable. It w'as u 
that I should keep an eye upon the movemc 
bring to his notice the first Bill upon which ] 
terference would be preferable, and that wlien 
sented, we would take up the question of Com 
examine it deliberately and fully. 
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volved upon him rather for political effect than for public ends, and 
it was his preference, in accordance with a soimd military axiom to 
make his enemy’s territory the theatre of the war whenever that was 
practicable. 

I brought the subject to the President’s notice during one of our 
daily rides, immediately after the passage of the Bill by the House 
and proposed to send him on our return the brief of which I have 
spoken and of which I had before promised him a perusal. I had 
myself no hesitation in respect to the course that ought to be pur¬ 
sued and spoke of it accordingly. He received my suggestions favor¬ 
ably, appeared sensible of the importance of the proposed step and 
at parting begged me not to delay sending him the brief—which was 
done as soon as I got to my house. 

Within five days after the passage of the Bill by the House of 
Eepresentatives I received from him the following note. 


(Private.) 


May 4th, 1830. 

My Dear Sir, 

I have been engaged to day as long as my head and eyes would permit, poring 
over the manuscript you handed me; as far as I have been able to decipher it 
I think it one of the most lucid expositions of the Constitution and historical 
accounts of the departure by Congress from its true principles that I have ever 
met with. 

It furnishes clear views upon the constitutional powers of Congress. The 
inability of Congress under the Constitution to apply the funds of the Govern¬ 
ment to private, not national purposes I never had a doubt of. The Kentucky 
road bill involves this very power and I think it right boldly to meet it at the 
tlireshold. With this object in view I wish to have an interview with you and 
consult upon this subject that the constitutional points may be arranged to bear 
upon it with clearness so that the people may fully understand it. 

Can I see you this evening or Thursday morning? 

Your friend 


Andrew Jackson 


Mr. Van Buren. 


Those who take the trouble to refer to the manuscript will be able 
to decide for themselves on the justice of the encomiums bestowed 
upon it by the President. I returned the following answer with 
which I have been furnished by Mr. Blair, to whom the General’s 
paper's were entrusted by his will.^ 
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to see whether it is not possible to defeat the aim of oiii ad\eisari 
respect, viz; whether it be to draw yon. into the appioval of a Bi 
phatically local, and thus endeavor to saddle you with the lal 
notions upon which the late administration acted, or to compel yo' 
stand against internal improvements generally, and thus draw to t 
those who are interested in the ten thousand schemes which evei 
course of the Government for a few past years have engendered, 
see land, and that it will be in our power to serve the Country and ; 
time counteract the machinations of those who mingle their sehii 
bitious views in the matter. We shall have time enough; the Bill 
passed the Senate and you have, you know, ten days after that. 

I want to see Mr. McDuffie this evening upon the subject of the 
may not, therefore, call. I should prefer too to complete first the a 
of my ideas, and then we can take up the subject more satisfactorily 

Yours truly 

M. Vi^ 


W. May j^tn mo. 


I requested him some days after to obtain from the Se( 
the Treasury the financial statement which accompanied 
Message, and received in reply the following s^iirited note. 


Private. 


May 1 

Dear Sir, 

Your note is received. I am happy that you have been looking 
ceedings of Congress. The appropriations now exceed the availabi 
the Treasury, and the estimates always exceed the real amount a 
have just called upon the Secretary of the Treasury for tlu^ am< 
estimated available balance on the 1st January 1S31. 

The people expected reform retrenchment and economy in th(‘ adn 
of this Government. This was the cry from IMaiiie to Loiiisiami, and 
these the great object of Congress, it would seem, is to make mine 
most extravagant administrations since the commencement of the G 
This must not be; The Federal Constitution must be obeyed, 
preserved, our national debt must be paid, direct ta.ves and loans a 
the Federal union preserved. These are the objects I have in view, ji 
less of all consequences, will carry into effect. 


Yr. friend 

Mr. V. B. Sec. of State. 

Let me see you this evening or in the morning. 


Xoi; one out of twenty of the opposition meni'bers belie 
President Jackson, notwithstandinp- his nrnverbial inrlWTi 
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views and unsettled opinions of a sufficient number of those 
had been elected as Jackson men to substitute a Bill for a work n 
national in its pretensions, I was extremely solicitous that notl 
should be said upon the subject until it should be too late for £ 
a step, and pressed that point upon the General. It was the < 
one, I knew, that required to be pressed and it was, moreover, ■ 
which I was persuaded would be the most difficult for him. 
was entirely unreserved in his public dealings—the People, 
thought, should Imow every thing and give it to Blair ” (or j 
as he pronounced it)—^was almost always his prompt direction v 
ever any information' was brought to him which affected or m 
affect the public interest. Apropos of which I was once told 
Major Donelson that, in relation to all affairs in which men 
alone concerned, the General was inveterately opposed sec 
excepting only when a duel was in the wind, on which occasion 
was a “ counsellor—most still, most secret and most grave.” Inc 
we were often alarmed at the exposed manner in which he kept 
letters and other private papers on his table, and ventured to ren 
strate with him on the subject, assuring him that for ten 

lars-could induce a very clever but sinister looking mulatt 

the President’s service to carry them to him over night; to w: 

suggestion the General replied “If- will come here he s 

have the perusal of them for half the money.” An occasion was i 
presented on which his habit in this respect involved him in s 
embarrassment. 

Col. Johnson,^ of Kentucl^y, was induced by Western nieml 
who had been alarmed by floating rumors, to sound the Presi* 
and if he found that there existed danger of such a result to 
monstrate with him, in their names and his own, against a -5 
At the moment of his appearance the President and myself ^ 
engaged in an examination of the expose of the state of the Ti 
ury to which I have referred, and alone. After a delay natura 
a man possessed as the Colonel was of much real delicacy of : 
ing and having an awkward commission in hand, he said tha 
had called at the instance of many friends to have some con 
sation with the General upon a very delicate subject and was 
terred from entering upon it by an apprehension that he m 



and wanned by liis own, he extended his open hand and e 
“ General! If this hand were an anvil on which the sledge 
of the smith was descending and a fly were to light uj 
time to receive the blow he would not crush it more e 
than you will crush your friends in Kentucky if you 
Bill! ” Gen. Jackson evidently excited by the bold fi< 
energetic manner of Col. Johnson, rose from his; seat 
vanced towards the latter, who also quitted his chair, and 
lowing questions' and answers succeeded very rapidly: I 
you looked at the condition of the Treasury—at the ai 
money that it contains—at the appropriations already 
Congress—at the amount of other unavoidable claims up( 
“No! General, I have not! But there has always bee 
enough to satisfy appropriations and I do not doubt t] 
be now!”—^^^Well, I have, and this is the result,” (repe: 
substance of the Treasury exhibit,) “ and you see there is i 
to be expended as my friends desire. Now, I stand comn 
fore the Country to pay off the National Debt, at the earl 
ticable moment; this pledge I am determined to redeer 
cannot do this if I consent to encrease it without necess 
you willing—are my friends willing to lay taxes to pay foi 
improvements?—for be assured I will not borrow a cent 
cases of absolute necessity!”—^“No!” replied the Colon 
would be worse than a ” 

These emphatic declarations delivered with unusual e? 
and in that peculiarly impressive manner for which he waj 
able when excited quite overcrowed the Colonel who pickc 
green bag which he usually carried during the ° session a 
fested a disposition to retreat. As he was about to leave I 
to him that he had evidently made up his mind that the 
had determined to veto the Bill at all events, but that wh 
fleeted how much of the President’s earnestness was occa^ 
his own strong speech and how natural it was for a man ^ 
excited when he has two sets of friends, in whom he has eq 
dence, urging him in different directions, he would be less 
in his conclusion. Eeminded by this observation that he 
fered the guard which he had imposed on himself to be bro^ 
by the Colonel’s sledge-hammer^ the General told him ths 
giving the matter a thorough investigation and that thei 
might be assured that he would not make up his mind 
loking at every side of it,—^that he was obliged to him 
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as if reassured and appeared to consider the case not so desperate 
as he had at first imagined, but his manner was assumed for the 
purpose of quieting my apprehensions which he perceived and under¬ 
stood. When he returned to the House he replied to the eager 
enquiries of his Western friends that the General had thanked him 
and assured him that he would thoroughly examine the subject, but 
his private opinion decidedly was that nothing less than a voice from 
Heaven would prevent the old man from vetoing the Bill, and he 
doubted whether that would! 

Still so strong was the impression derived from Gen. Jackson’s 
habit of never concealing his views upon a subject on which his 
mind was made up, that the incredulity of the members was but 
slightly removed by the Colonel’s report: what he would do in the 
matter remained an open question to the last. The consequence was 
that the importunities of his friends were increased, but as the 
detailed account of Col. Johnson’s embassy discouraged direct re¬ 
monstrances with the President they were addressed to me, and 
in my efforts to keep both sides quiet by statements of the difficulties 
with which the subject was environed by reason of the conflicting 
struggles of the friends of the Administration, I exposed my own 
course to some suspicion or affected susi)icion in the end. The Gen¬ 
eral told me, on -my return from England, that one of the charges 
brought against me by Mr. Calhoun’s friends, to justify the rejec¬ 
tion of my nomination as Minister, wms that I had been opposed 
to the 'deto and had tried to prevent him from interposing it. He 
named, in particular, Mi\ Carson,^ of North Carolina, a peppery 
young man, ardently attached to Mr. Calhoun and, for no other 
reason that I knew of, very hostile to me, as one who had circulated 
that report, and said that to silence hinj, he one day, took up a 
pamphlet-copy of the ^y^z^jp-Message and holding it before him asked 
him to look at it closely and see whether he could not discover my 
^likeness on every page. 

The impression among the General’s Western friends, that he 
would destroy his popularity b}^ a veto^ was universal and prevailed 
also extensively among those from the North. The Pennsylvania 
members generally were rampant in their opposition and most of 
them voted for the Bill after the veto was interposed. Being with 



326 


AMEKICAlSr HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIOIT. 


ing, occasioned, as I well knew, by their convictions of the 
effects that must result from the step about to be taken. ( 
up stairs to his office, he leaning on my arm on account o 
treme physical weakness, I observed that our friends were fr 
‘‘Yes,” he replied,—^“but don’t mind that! The thing 
(placing his hand on the breast-pocket of his coat)” and 
sent up as soon as Congress convenes.” 

It was sent up that morning and a scene ensued that baffle 
calculations. If there was any sentiment among our opponei 
we knew to be universal, before the reading of the veto-M. 
was that it would prove the political death warrant of the 
tration and we were prepared to hear denunciations againsi 
ience and destructive effects of the measure and the recld< 
offered to the House by the President in sending it. Bui 
clamor arose, and the first and principal objection that v 
against the Message, when the reading was finished, and w 
persevered in to the end, was that it was “ an electioneeTi 
sent to Congress for political effect!—-and that the 
the magician^^ was visible in every line of it! 

It was indeed received with unbounded satisfaction by 
body of the disinterested and genuine friends of the Admii 
throughout the Country. At a public dinner given by the 
cans of Norfolk to John Eandolph on the occasion of his ( 
for Eussia, the following toast was drunk standing and wi 
three times three:—^“The Tejection of the May smile Roa 
falls upon the ears like the music of other days.” Son 
friendship for the Administration, if not completely alien 
certainly been greatly abated, felt obliged to praise it. Co 
of South Carolina, at the. great Charleston dinner given t( 
rate nullification, and thro’ its means to put that Adminisi 
the severest trial that any had ever been exposed to in our 
spoke of the veto as “the most auspicious event which h 
place in the history of the Country for years .past.” I rel 
one other of those acceptable exhibitions of public feeling w 
vaded the Union, tho’ less imposing in form not less g] 
Col. Eamsay,^ one of the Eepresentatives from Pennsyb 
excitable but honest man and true patriot, irritated almos 
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the subject until he had seen his constituents and venturing to 
prophesy that he would find them pleased with the veto. The 
worthy Pennsylvanian received the intimation as an additional in¬ 
jury and parted from us in an exceedingly had humor. A short 
time afterwards, as I was one day approaching the President he 
held up to me in an exultant maimer, a paper which proved to be 
a letter from our good friend Eamsay in which he announced the 
confirmation of the General’s prediction and acknowledged that, in 
that case at least, the latter had known his constituents better than 
he himself had known them. 

And yet this measure, was but the entering wedge to the course 
of action by which that powerful combination Imown as the In¬ 
ternal Improvement party was broken asunder and finally an¬ 
nihilated. I have already given an extract from the President’s 
Message descriptive of its ramifications and extent at the period of 
the ^eto. The power which a combined influence of that descrip¬ 
tion, addressing itself to the strongest passion of man’s nature and 
wielded by a triumvirate of active and able young statesmen as a 
means through which to achieve for themselves the glittering prize 
of the Presidency, operating in conjunction with minor classes of 
politicians, looking in the same general direction and backed by a 
little army of cunning contractors, is capable of exerting in com¬ 
munities so excitable as our own, can easily be imagined. The 
danger in offending and the difficulty of resisting such an influence 
were equally apparent. The utmost i^rudence was required in re¬ 
spect to the ground that should be occupied by the President in the 
first step that he was to take in the prosecution of the great reform 
that he had in view. His own past course increased the necessity 
of great circumspection at the start. The votes he had given for 
the survey-bill and for the appropriation in aid of the Chesapeake 
and Delaware Canal, with his letter to the Governor of Indiana, 
written during the canvass and referring to those votes as exponents 
of his opinions were fresh in the recollections of the People. His 
name was, in very deed, a tower of strength,° but prudence as well 
as sound principle dictated that their partiality should not be put 
to an unreasonable test by the ground he now took, on an occasion 
of intense interest, in a document which, as we all well knew, would 
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2ncl. Altho’ the true view of the Constitution in regard 
power of appropriation was probably that taken in Madisc 
port concerning the alien and sedition laws, by which it w 
fined to cases where the particular measure which the appro] 
was designed to promote was within the enumerated aut 
vested in Congress, yet every Administration of the Gove 
had, in respect to appropriations of money only adopted in j 
(several cases of which were mentioned) a more enlarged C( 
tion of the power. This course, it was supposed, had been 
and so extensively persisted in as to render it difiicult, if 
practicable, to bring the operations of the Government bad 
construction first referred to. The Message nowhere admiti 
the more enlarged construction which had obtained so si 
foothold, was a true exposition of the Constitution, and it c 
that its restriction against abuse, viz., that the works whicl 
be thus aided should be “ of a general, not local—Natioi 
State” character, a disregard of which distinction would o; 
sity lead to the subversion of the Federal System, was unsai 
traiy in its nature and inefficient. 

3d. Although he might not feel it to be his duty to inter] 
Executive veto against the passage of Bills appropriating 
for the construction of such works as were authorized by the 
and were National in their character the President did n 
to be understood as assenting to the expediency of embark 
General Government in a system of that kind at this time; 
could never give his approval to a measure having the char; 
that under consideration, not being able to regard it in an 
light than as a measure of a purely local character; or if : 
be considered National no further distinction between the 
priate duties of the General and State Governments need 
tempted, for there could be no local interest that might not 
such a construction, be denominated, with equal proprie 
tional. 

His mto was placed on that specific ground, and the resi 
Message was principally taken up in discussing the proprr 
expediency of deferring all other action upon the subject, 
appropriations for National works until the Public Debt sh 







absolutely indispensable. A step in advance had been t^ 
we Imew very well that more was to be done and that oti 
tions must be assumed to make that step available, and we 
ourselves without delay to a consideration of their character, 
of us laboring, it is but truth to say it, under vain coi 
our self-sufficiency, I with the approbation of the Presiden 
the best counsel that the Country afforded by opening 
spondence on the subject with Mr. Madison. In his reci 
Message, the President had given a construction to Mr. J 
^aeto of Mr. Calhoun’s Bonus Bill, of which we thought 
suspectible altho’ not with absolute certainty of our pos 
am free to admit that a floating impression existed in i 
throughout that Mr. Madison might, altho’ I could not 
liow", disavow that construction. I sincerely wished foi 
result and the wish was doubtless father to the thought, 
fore sent him an early copy of the General’s 
way best calculated to elicit an expression of his views i 
point without asking them. His first note shews the re 
as the residue of the correspondence explains the reason 
continuance I will make no apology for inserting all tt 
here. Wliat such a man as Mr. Madison has said upon a sub 
much importance cannot be too carefully preserved and 
clearly no reason for a continuance of the confidence in v 
letters were written and which has hitherto been observed. 

Feom Mr. Madison.^ 

J. Madison has duly received the copy of the President’s Message 
by Mr. Van Buren. In returning his thanks for this polite attenti 
grets the necessity of observing that the IMessage has not rightly 
the intention of J. M. in his Yeto in 1817 on the Bill relating t( 
Improvements. It was an object of the Veto to deny to Congress i 
the appropriating power, as the executing and jurisdictional bran( 
and it is believed that this was the general understanding at the 
has continued to be so, according to the references occasionally mi 
document. Whether the language employed duly conveyed the n 
which J. M. retains the consciousness is a question on which he 
I^resume ° to judge for others. 

Belying on the candor to which these remarks are addressed he 
Mr. Van Buren renewed assurances of his high esteem and goc 

Montpelier, June 3, 1830. 

To Mb. Madison. 

Washington June i 

Dear Sir, 

I have shewn your note of the Srd inst. to the President who requ 
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place it in his power to correct the error in informal conversation h( 
not fail to do so, and should an occasion occur on which a more forma 
rection would be pertinent it will give him pleasure to make it, if ac 
that that coarse would be preferred by you. 

Will you excuse me for troubling you again upon this interesting anc 
plexing subject? I am deeply sensible of the necessity of repose to o 
your advanced age and of the claims to its enjoyment which are foi 
upon your past usefulness, but deriving confidence from your read 
quiescence in my wishes on a former occasion I venture to intrude 
more upon your retirement. You have had some experience of the inji 
tendency of legislation upon this subject by Congi-ess, but no one can 
an idea of the demoralizing effect which for years past it has had 
their proceedings without being on the spot and forming a part of the 
ernment. The President is deeply impressed with the importance of a 
ing its further progress and very willing to incur whatever xesponsibili 
can properly take upon himself to promote that object. * You have see 
ground he has taken and can appreciate fully the position he occupies, 
unnecessary for me to say to you that the matter cannot rest here bu1 
it will be necessary for him to go farther at the next session of Congr 

Among the points which will then come up for consideration will I 
following: 1st, the establishment of some rule which shall give the greatest 
ticable precision to the power of appropriating money for objects of g' 
concern; 2d, a rule for the government of grants for light houses and tl 
pro Yemen t of harbors and rivers which will avoid the objects which it 
sir able to exclude from tbe present action of Government and at the 
time to do what is imperiously required by a due regard to tbe genera 
merce of the Country; 3d, the expediency of refusing all appropriatioi 
internal improvements, (other than those of the character last referrec 
they may be so called,) until the national debt is paid, as well on accoi 
the sufficiency of that motive, as to give time for the adoption of som 
stitutional or other arrangement by which the whole subject may be pla( 
better grounds,—an arrangement which Avill never be seriously attempi 
long as scattering appropriations are made and the scramble for them tl 
encouraged; 4th, the strong objections which exist against subscriptions 
stock of private companies by tbe United States. 

There is no man more willing to hear with patience and to weigh with c 
the suggestions of those in whom he has confidence than the President, 
relation in w^hich I stand to him will give him the right to be furnishec 
my views upon these matters and I need not say how much I would be 
fitted in forming and fortified in sustaining them by your friendly advi 
ask it in confidence and will receive whatever your leisure and inclinatioi 
induce you to say upon the subject under the same obligation. 

Wishing to be kindly remembered to Mrs. Madison, I am dear Sir, 

Yery truly yours,i 
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cloeument must speak for itself, and that that intention cs 
for the established rules of interpretation. 

The several points on which you desire my ideas are n> 
the observations on them can not well be othenvise. T1 
a respect for your request, rather than by a hope that 
object of it. 

Point 1. The establishment of some rule which shall g 
tieable precision to the power of appropriating money t 
concern.’^ 

The rule must refer, it is presumed, either to the obje 
or to the apportionment of the money. 

A specification of the objects of general concern in tern 
oe, seems to be the rule most applicable; thus Roads s 
uses of Roads; or Roads, post and military, if limited t( 
roads only, if so limited: thus, Canals, either generally, < 
so again Education; as limited to a university, or exten 
other denominations. 

As to the apportionment of the money, no rule can ex< 
cretion but that of distribution among the States accordi: 
contributions; that is, to their ratio of Representation ii 
vantages of this rule are its certainty, and its appareni 
tions to it may be that, on one hand, it would increase thi 
of the Federal Government, and, on the other that the 
expended on objects of general concern; the interests of 
happening to coincide with the general interest in relat 
within such States. 

“ 2. A rule for the Government of Grants for Light-hou 
ment of Harbours and Rivers, which will avoid the objects 
to exclude from the present action of the Government; a 
do what is imperiously required by a regard to the gem 
Country.” 

National grants in these cases seem to admit no possih 
tion, but as the objects may be of a national or local chai 
lies in all eases where the degree and not the nature of t 
In the extremes, the judgment is easily formed; as betw€ 
tions in the Mississippi, the highway of commerce for In 
like operation, giving but little extension to the navigable 
of confined use. In the intermediate cases, legislative d 
quently, legislative errors and partialities are unavoidab^ 
attainable in doubtful cases, from preliminary investiga 
disinterested and responsible agents. 

In defraying the expense of internal improvements, sti 
quire that a part only and not the whole should be borne 
for examples the Harbours of New York and New Orleans. 






luudi ns i)()ssible. lUi(; it scvnis not to Ix' sullUnoiilly rocollodod, that, in ivla- 
tion to our /orr/V/n (*oinnu'rc(\ th(‘ l)ur(l(ni and Ixniotlt of aooonnnodntin^ and 
prote(*tin.a: it lunx^ssarily j^o to;Lj,’t‘tlun*, and must do so as lonj;' and as far as tho 
pu!)li(* r(‘VCMnK‘ oontinuos to drawn thro’ tlu' (histoinhouse. Wliatovca* ,ti:iv(‘s 
facility and scxairity to navipition, cheaiums imports; and all who consume 
them whcriwiM* ixvsidinj^ arc alike interested in what: has that, (‘tf(M*t. If they 
consume tlu‘y ouj-dii as tlu‘y mnv <lo to pay. Tf they do not. (*onsume, they <lo 
not pay. Tlu^ (‘onsuiner in th<‘ most inland State dmives the saints advantajj:e 
from the mvessary ami prudc'ut expenditun^s for the security of our foreign 
navipitioip as the consuimn* in a mnritinu' State. Our local (expenditures have 
not of tlu‘ins(‘lves a corn^spotideut opca-ation. 

“3. Th(^ (expediency of nd’usInK all appropriations for Internal iinprov<un('nts 
(otlua* than th<es(‘ of tlu^ character last nd'cTiaxl to, if th(‘y can lu^ so calhxl) 
uidil th(^ national d(‘ht Is paid; as W(‘ll on account of th(^ sutlicicmcy of that 
motiv(\ as to tinu' for tlu^ adoption of sonu' constitutional or (dlua* arran^i'- 
ment hy which tlu' whoU' suhjtxM may h<‘ plact'd on betUa* jiijrounds; an arrau^^e-' 
nuad, which will mwia* he s(a*iously att<anpt<Hl as Ioujj: as S(*att(a*injj: appropria¬ 
tions are made, and lh(‘ scramble for tluan tluax^hy (ajcoura^cHl.” 

dlu' ('Xp(Mii(aicy of n'fusina: appropriations, wilii a vhnv to th(‘ pnnious dis- 
chaiw of th(‘ puhli(! d(^ht, invohaes <*onsid(a*ations wliich can h(‘ lK‘st wiaj^lual 
and companal at tlu^ focus of ll|j;hts on tiu^ suhj(‘cl. A distant, view lik<‘ miiu‘ 
can only su^/^test tlu^ nanark. too vaeme to Ix^ of vahus that, a mat(a*ial <l(‘lay 
ouj-Cht not to lx‘ incurrc'd for objects not botli important and urixtad ; nor sueli 
(*hJ<M*ts to lx‘ m‘;Lcl(‘ct(al in oiaUa* t(^ avoid an immat(‘rial (kday, d'liis is, imhx'd, 
hut tlu‘ amount of tin' (^xcc^ption a:hinc(‘d at in your par(adh<‘sis. 

mortifyin^j: setax's connected witli a stirplus r(‘V(anu‘ an* ti\(‘ natural otT- 
sprinjj; of a surplus; and cannot perhaps lx* (*nlir(‘Iy pr<‘V(ad<‘d hy any plan of 
appropriation widch allows a seopt* to L<adslat!v<* dlscr<*tion. dlx* (‘Vil will 
hav<* a pow(‘rful coidroul in tlx* p<‘rvadlna: dislllu* to taxt‘S (‘V(*n tlx* most indi» 
r<‘<*t. Tlx* (ax(‘s lately n*p(*ah*(l an* an bxh‘x id’ it. \Vt*n‘ tin* wlxde r(‘Venm‘ 
(*xp(axlial on in((*rnal improv<*mi*nls drawn from dln‘ct: taxathm, th{*n* woidd lx* 
danK<*r of too nuieh parsimony ratlx*!* thati too nmeh profusion at tlx* d’rt*asury. 

**4. Tlx* HtrouK ohj(‘(*tlo!is whhdi (*xisi against mihscrlptlons to tlx* st(x‘k of 
private* compan!(*s hy tlx* rnited Stat(‘s.’' 

Tlx* ohJ<*eti<ms an* doubth‘ss In many n*sp(*cts strong. Y(‘t cas<‘s might 
pr<*s<‘ut tlx*ms(*lv(‘s u Inch might ixd lx* favon*d hy (lx* Stab*, whilst tlx* con¬ 
curring ag(*ney of an rndi*rtaking (’ompany would lx* dt'sirahh* In a national 
v!(*w. d'hen* was a time it is said wlx*n ttx* Stat(* of n(*lawan‘, lnlliX‘ne(*d hy 
tlx* profits of a /*or/(/gr 1 h‘Isv(X‘U tlx* I)(*la\van‘ and (hx*sap(*ak<‘, was unfi'i(‘ndly 
to tlx* (’anal, now forming so Important a link of int(*rnal communication he- 
twc(*n tlx* North and tlx* South, rnd(‘rtak!ngs hy privati* companies carry with 
tlx'in a pr(*sumptIV(* cvhh*m*(* of utility, and tlx* privatt* stak(‘s in them, sonx* 
s(‘(*urHy for (*eonomy In tlx* ext*cntion, tlx* want of which Is tlx* hane of public 
imd(‘rtak!ngs. Still (lx* Import unit l<*s of privatt* companies <*nunot he listcix*d 
to with mori* caution tlian prndi'ixx* n*(piin‘S. 

I Iiav(‘, as you know, ix‘vcr consid(*rcd tlx* pow(‘rs clalux*<l for <’ongr(*ss over 
roads and (*anals, as within Ih** grants of the ( kmst It lit ion. But suclt Improvt*- 
m(‘nts lx‘ing Justly ranked among the gn*at(‘sf a<lvantag(*s and h(*st (*vhh‘n<‘(‘S of 
good go\cnmx‘nt ; am! luivins:. morc()V(*r. witii us, fix* p(*cidlar n*comm<‘ndntIon 
of l)inding tlx* several narts of I lx* rnhm more hrmlf tog(*th(*r. I have always 
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are restricted in their pecuniary resources; and Roads and Cana 
portant in a national view might not be important to the State or 
sessing the domain and the soil; or might even be deemed disadvant 
on the most favourable supposition might require a concert of mear 
lations among several States not easily effected, nor unlikely to b< 
omitted. 

These considerations have pleaded with me in favour of the polic 
in Congress an authority over internal improvements. I am sem 
same time of the magnitude of the trust, as well as of the difficulty ' 
it properly and the greater difficulty of executing it satisfactorily. 

On a supposition of a due establishment of the power in Cong 
the modes of using it might be, to apportion a reasonable share 
posable revenue of the United States among the States to be appl: 
to cases of State concern; with a reserved discretion in Congress t 
improvements of general concern which the States might not be 
disposed to provide for. 

If Congress do not mean to throw away the rich fund inherited i 
lands, would not the sales of them, after their liberation from 
pledge, be aptly appropriated to objects of internal improvementf 
not also, with a supply of the comioetent authority, to the remov 
situations of the free black as well as red population, objects coi 
national importance and desirable to all parties ? But I am travelir 
subject before me. 

The date of your letter reminds me of the delay of the answer, 
has been occasioned by interruptions of my health; and the answer 
is offered in the same confidence in which it was asked. 

With great esteem & cordial salutations. 

James 

Mr. Van Bueen. 

From Mr. Madison.. 


Montpellier, Oc 

Dear Sir 

I rec*^ your letter of July 30th in due time but have taken advai 
permitted delay in answering it. Altho’ I have again turned in r 
the subjects of your former letter “ on which any furtlier remar 
would be acceptable ”, I do not find that I can add anything matei 
is said either in my letter of July 5th or in preceding ones. Tin 
cases of local improvements or establishments having immediate 
external commerce and navigation will continue to produce questi 
culty, either constitutional, or as to utility or impartiality, which cai 
cided according to their respective merits. No general rule, foun^ 
else definitions, is perhaps possible; none certainly that relates to 
as those of Light Houses, which must depend on the evidence befo 
petent authority. In procuring that evidence it will, of course be 
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With a rej'Tet that I cannot make yon a more important commuiiicat 
renew the assurances of iny great esteem and my cordial salutations. 

James Madis 

Mr. Van Buhkn. 


Havino- carefully observed tlic course of public opinion and 1 
satisfied that it had settled down decidedly in favor of the p 
of postponino; all appropriatioiiLS for works of internal improve] 
even for such as might fairly be deemed of a national chai 
until the public debt was paid, as he had suggested in his 
Message, the President was prepared to take his own position 
that point in his second annual Message in December of the 
3 uuir.^ Justice cannot be done to him without accompanying 
view of those important transactions with explanations which n 
nndei' other circumstaiuvs be considered unnecessaiy. He first 
notice of the vote he had given, whilst Senator, in favor of the C 
peake and Delaware Canal of which he spoke as follows: 


In speaking ol dire(‘i: approi)riati(>ns I moan not to include a practice 
lias ol)(allied to some ('xtent, and to wliii'li T liave, in one instance, in a dil 
capacity, given my ass(‘n(.”tliat o(' subscribing to tlie stxick of private as 
tions. Positiv(^ experiimce, and a more tlioroiigh consideration of tbe si 
liav(‘ convinciMl nu‘ of the im]>ropi*i(dy as w(dl as iiu‘Xpe(liency of such 
nuaits. All ini])rov(au(Mits idlected by tbe fnnds of the nation for gcner 
siioiild be open to tlu^ mijoyment, of all our fellow citizens, exempt fro 
jiayiiKMit of tolls, or any‘^ imposition of that cliara<*t('r: Tbe ])raetice o 
mingling tlu‘ coiH*erns of tli(‘ (Jovernment witli those of the Slates or o 
viduals is inconsistiuit with Ibe object of its institution, aiul luglily im] 
The suc(*essful opiuadion of the f(‘<leral system <'an only be preserved by 
ing il to tb(‘ U'W and simple but yet important objects for which it was dej 
* »!* ]iower which the tJeneral (Jovernmenl would acquire vdtl 

sevm-al States by IxH'oming tbe principal stockholder in corporation? 
trolling every (*anal and (au*h sixty or hnndred miles of every importatv 
and giving a proporlionatc‘ vot<^ in all tlu‘ir eU‘ctions, is almost inconcc 
and, in my view, dang(u*ons to (he lib(‘rties of the ])eople. 


I laving 


thus a(‘kn()wledgcd with characteristic franlmesi 
change wliich his opinion had undergone on the point referred 
spoke with the same freedom of the general subject, and said, a 


other things: 


In my obJ<a;tions to the bills authorizing subs<*riptions to the Maysvil 
,U(K‘kvilIe Road Uompaniiss, T (‘xpressed my vienvs fully in regard to the 
of (^ingress to (‘onstruct roads and (*anals within a State, or to appri 
money for inqirovements of a local charaidm*. T, at the same time, iiitima 
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debt is paid, and tiiat, in tbie meanwhile, some general rule for tl 
the Government in that respect ought to be established. 

These suggestions were not necessary to the decision of the qi 
before me; and were, I readily admit, intended to awake the at 
draw forth the opinions and observations of our constituents, upc 
of the highest importance to their interests, and one destined to ex( 
ful influence upon the future operations of our political system, 
no tribunal to which a public man in this Country, in a case oi 
difficulty, can appeal with greater advantage or more propriety th£ 
ment of the people; and although I must necessarily, in the disci 
official duties, be governed by the dictates of my own judgment, I 
sire to conceal my anxious wish to conform, as far as I can, to t 
those for whom I act. 

All irregular expressions of public opinion are of necessity at 
some doubt as to their accuracy; but, making full allowance on t 
I can not, I think, deceive myself in believing that the acts ref 
well as the suggestions which I allowed myself to make, in relat 
bearing upon the future operations of the Government, have be( 
by the great body of the people. That those whose immediate p 
terests are to be affected by proposed expenditures should shrink i 
plication of a rule which prefers their more general and remote 
those which are personal and immediate, is to be expected. Bu 
objections must, from the nature of our population, be but temper 
duration; and if it were otherwise our course should be the sai 
time is yet, I hope, far dishmt when those intrusted with power to 
for the good of the whole will consider it either honest or wise, 
local favors at the sacrifice of principle and general good. 

So understanding public sentiment and thoroughly satisfied that 
terests of our common Country imperiously require that the c< 
1 have recommended in this regard should be adopted, I have, up 
mature consideration, determined to pursue it. 

It is due to candor as well as to my own feelings that I should 
reluctance and anxiety which I must at all times experience in es 
undoubted right of the Executive to withhold his assent from hi 
grounds than their constitutionality. That this right should not 
on slight occasions, all will admit. It is only in matters of deep in 
the principle involved may be justly regarded as next in importaii' 
tions of the Constitution itself, that such a step can be expected t 
the approbation of the people. Such an occasion do I conscientious!; 
present to be. In the discharge of this delicate and highly respou 
am sustained by the reflection that the exercise of this power has 1 
consistent with the obligations of official duty by several of my p 
and by the persuasion too, that whatever liberal institutions may ; 
from the encroachments of Executive power, which has been ever; 
cause of so much strife and bloody contention, but little danger is 
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prejudice, by a ri^id application of that portion of the public funds which might 
otherwise be applied to different objects to that highest of all oiii* obligations, 
the payment of the public debt, and an opportunity be afforded for the adop¬ 
tion of some better rule, for the operations of the Government in this matter, 
than any which has hitherto been ai^ted upon. 

After his re-election, and in his sixth annual Message he repeated 
the views he here expressed and took a final leave of the subject in 
the following emphatic terms: 


So far, at least as it regards this branch of the subject, my best hop(\s 
have been realized. Nearly four years have elapsed, and several sessions of 
Congress have intervened, and no attempt, within my recollection has been 
made to induce Congress to exercise this power. The application for the con¬ 
struction of roads and canals, which were formerly multiplied upon your 
fdes, are no longer iiresented; and we have good reason to infer that the cur¬ 
rent of i^ublic sentinu'iit has become so decided against the pretension as eff(‘c- 
tually to discourage its reassertion. So thinking, I derive the greatest satis¬ 
faction from the conviction that thus much at least has been secured upon tlds 
important and embarrassing subject. 

From attempts to appropriate the national funds to objects which are con¬ 
fessedly of a local character we cannot, I trust, have any thing further 1o 
apprehend. My views in regard to the expediency of inaking appropriafions 
for works which ari^ claimed to be of a national character, and i>ros(M*iit.(‘(l muUa* 
State authority, assuming that Congress have the right to do so, wer(‘ slahMl 
in my animal message to Congress in 1830, and a,lso in that containing my ob¬ 
jections to the Maysvilh^ Road bill. 

So thoroughly convinced am I that no such appropriations ought to he 
made by Congress, until a suitable constitutional provision is ma(h' upon 
the subje<*t, and so essential do I regard the point to the highest intiu-i^sts of 
our Country, that I could not consider myself as discharging my duly to my 
constituents in giving the Executive sanction to any bill containing smth an 
appi’opriation. If the people of the UniU^d States d(‘sir(^ that the public Ti\‘asury 
shall be resorted to for the means to prosecute such works, they will comuir 
in an amendment to the Constitution, prescribing a rule by wlii(*h tlu' nulional 
character of the works is to he tested, ami by whidi the greatest practica!>le 
equality of hemetits may he secunMl to ea(*h iiKunlKU* of tlu^ conf('d(U-a<*y. 
effects of such a regulation would he most salutary in preventing unprolilnble 
expenditures, in securing our legislation from the pernicious conseipnauHNs of a 
scramble for the favors of Government, and in repressing the s}>irit of 
discont(mt which must inevitably arise from an unequal distribution of 
treasures which belong alike to all. 


From this declaration he cx(‘epted appropriations for the im¬ 
provement of our harbors and for the removal of partial ami ((un- 
porary obstructions in our navigable rivers, for the facility and 
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Improvements by the Federal Government was—there 
^reason to believe—forever withdrawn from the action of 
ernment. Not that any such consequence can be attribu 
opinion or action of any man who may for a season be 
its head, for no one conversant with human nature or with 
of political events will ever expect with confidence sue] 
from such causes. The opinion I have expressed is fc 
more potent considerations. Every effort in the directio 
to was certainly suspended for eleven years and other fieh 
tion in behalf of such works were soon found and occu 
a people as impulsive as ours eleven years of denial and 
almost equivalent to an eternal veto, and those who ii 
that the passion for Internal Improvements, so rampant j 
of the Federal Government at the commencement of th 
administration, would seek other and constitutional dire 
its gratification, if that could be perseveringly denied t 
for even a shorter period, stand justified by the event. . 
works of that character which it was ever hoped might ; 
and useful to the Country, have been made by or und( 
thority of the State Governments. All motive for enl 
interference of the National Government for generations 
has thus been superseded. In the cases of wild and unpr 
speculative projects, losses, to the extent of many millic 
the Treasury would have sustained if these works had 
structed under Federal authority, have fallen with a wei< 
ished by the vigilance inspired by private interest and 
supervision, upon the shoulders of those who exioected to mi 
by them, instead of emptying the national coffers, to be 
by taxes collected from the mass of the people who woiih 
rived no exclusive advantages from their success. 

We have had two administrations of the Federal Governn 
politics were of the Governmental-improvement stamp, 
of the old projects have been brought forward—resolutions 
of Internal Improvements have been dropped from the par 
forms of the party that suported those administrations. 'J 
and the practice—except as to cases not involved in the ger 
tion-—^are both exploded as regards the action of the Fee 
ernment and the signal advantages which the Country 1 
from this result so far as they have not been now refered 
elsewhere noticed. 
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and to the performance of its own duties. But standing i 
tion of closest friendship to General Jackson whilst he 
revering his memory I cannot be insensible to the unfavour 
ences and surmises which would inevitably follow, if whi] 
ing to give a faithful account of his administration, I w( 
over in silence an affair of which the immediate effect wa 
up his family circle, which in its consequences contributed 
the dissolution of his Cabinet, and for the part he took ii 
was arraigned before his constituents with much formalit; 
undisguised rancor. Reasons against such a course thus 
his case, have become imperative in regard to myself. N"o 
my responsibility for what was done in the matter held by 
nents to be at least co-extensive with that of the Presid( 
addition to attacks thro’ the public press and on the 
Senate, which were visited upon both of us, a resolution ^ 
to the latter body by Mr. Holmes, a Senator from the Stah 
for the appointment of a Committee to examine into my 
the premises with authority to send for persons and to ( 
introduction of papers. It is true that the Senator offeri 
abandoned his resolution for reasons the utter frivolousnes 
afforded abundant evidence of the umvorthy motives by 
had been governed in its introduction—a demonstration q\ 
essarv to convince me, who had wintered and summered 
and well understood the stuff of which he was made, thai 
its real origin and character. But his resolution stands 
record and would if there were no other reasons effectuall 
me from omitting, in a sketch of my own life and times, 
account of my course in the matter and as much of the ' 
others as may be necessary to make that entirely intellig' 
I shall endeavour to do with proper respect to every coi 
entitled to it and bearing upon the subject. 

The dissatisfaction caused by Gen. Jackson’s Cabine' 
ments has been already referred to. This discontent wa 
fined to a paHicular class, neither was it in all cases, occ 
precisely the same causes. Major Eaton was the son of a 
spectable lady of Tennessee, a widow at the time of whic 
much esteemed by Gen. Jackson and her son als had st 
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construction. Their cumoT froprius was offended by this as they 
thought it evinced an undeserved preference, and jealousies and en¬ 
mities accordingly sprang up among his supporters in Tennessee 
many of which were never healed. Major Donelson, a nephew of 
Mrs. Jackson, whose wife was also her neice, and who had been from 
his infancy a member of the General’s^ family—a man moreover of 
much more ability than he had credit for—^partook largely of this 
feeling. The seeds of dissatisfaction with and opposition to the 
first act of the President were thus extensively and deeply sown not 
only in his own State but in his immediate household. 

There was another, perhaps I should say a higher class—a class 
at all events moved by higher considerations and looking to graver 
objects—which shared freely in the prevailing discontent. When 
these latter came to canvass the materials of which the new Cabinet 
was composed and the circumstances under which it was formed 
they thought they saw in them the evidence of a design on the part 
of ° the President-elect to counteract Presidential aspirations which 
his popularity had caused to be suspended, but the realization of 
which at the end of his first term, was confidently anticipated. 

The hostile feelings towards the new Cabinet^ at its start, enter¬ 
tained by these branches of malcontents were, in variously modified 
forms, extended to the President himself and, in the sequel, espe¬ 
cially to the individual whose advancement was supposed—^how cor¬ 
rectly will be hereafter seen—^to have been the main object in its 
formation. It was not long before they found vent and thro’ the 
same channel. Major Eaton,^ the new Secretary of War had mar¬ 
ried a young widow ^ of much beauty and considerable smartness 
in respect to whose relations with himself before marriage, and 
whilst she was the wife of another, there had been unfavourable 
reports. A question was on that account raised as to her fitness 
for the social position otherwise due to the wife of a member of 
the Cabinet, her unworthiness alleged, with various degrees of pub¬ 
licity, and her exclusion from fashionable society insisted on. The 
President whilst willing and at all times avowedl}:^ ready to open 
the door to the severest scrutiny as to the facts, but confiding in 
her innocence with a sincerity that no man doubted, resented these 
doings, with the spirit and resolution natural to him on all occa- 




when (he (listui*l)auc‘o to wliicli he alhuled was first (level()[)e(h that 
J was tluM-ef(>r(‘ in a better eoiulition to (‘oiiirol niy feelinos and 
actions in rt‘o-ard to it. than most of my associates in the (Jovern- 
ment; that I sorely re<iTette<l its existence not only on account of its 
ttmdency to ilcstroy the pleasures of so<*ial intercourse^ bct weeui many 
of us, but in view of what was far more imporiaih, its iiu^vitable 
(‘Ifet't to mar the su(‘cess anti security of tlie administration; that 1 
knew nothin^^ iior had 1 heard of anything* which would, in my 
opinion, retfuire on my part the rm(‘. of coiuluct- that was pursiUMl (as 
I was informed) l>y others in respect to Mrs. Katon; that so lon^ as 
I continued to view tl\t‘ matter in that U^lit. I would treat, the Secre¬ 
tary of Whir and his family witli the same nsspt'ct and (‘ordiality 
that 1 manifi‘stiHl towards thi‘ otlnu* nu‘mbei*s of the (hibinet. and 
tlu‘ir famiru‘s; that 1 should always stand ready to do anything in 
my power to allay and if possible, eradicate the bad spirit, that uii- 
happily pivvaihal, hut. that I did not. want to luau* what, was said 
and <lon(‘ in the inattm’ and finally 1 di‘sired that he should undm*- 
stand me as preferring' not to talk about it. 

My visitor was ek^arly disuppoiatial by ^Iu^ eharactiu' of my 
(^hstu*\ ations and sinmual to think, aitho^ this idea was (‘Xpr(‘ss<',d 
ubscund^' and with hec-omin^ respeih, that 1 (‘vineed a den'na' of 
inkewarnuu^ss, in th(‘. mat tin*, (juite. unexpected and perliaps not 
jiistituHl by (h(‘ einaimstanci'S, or tds(‘. a want, of confidimce in him. 
rmler>tandin;u^ fully wliat was passino- in his mind I first tui™ 
di'avoured to disabuse him of any suspicion of that, kind by avow¬ 
ing tlu‘ favourable opinion I shu’cndy (uitertained of him pm’son- 
ally, and fben rcuuai’ked that, tluuv W(U‘(‘ occaisions wlum a man 
should res^u've the (Wehisive rigid, of judging in ndation to his 
pn^piu* course and i*onduct, that. t!u‘, one now tlu* suhj(‘et. of our 
conversation was td* that ualun% in my <ipinion, so far as 1 was 
at. all eoneiu*n(‘d, and that my (‘oiudusions in regard to it. wtU'C. 
Mieii as I thought dm^. to my own self respect and to my otliciaJ 
position. A man <d’ tlie world aiul of good s(ms(' himself, lu*. ap- 
pearetl, as I t.liougld, inclined to change his impn^ssioiis and hd‘t 
me in gooil humor. 

I Slum found, although nothing was said to me uhout it, that 
he had eommunicaded our (umvi'rsation to ibt^ S(‘cn*iarv <d Whir 
and his inunediaii‘ friends and CNptM’inlly to thi^ Ih’esidiad-, Iroin 
whose manmu' of treating the subject., wfuuu'ver it was int.roduced 
in my prrsimcis 1 inlVi'red with pleasure liis approbation of the 
eouro* I had marked out. f<H* myself. 

r . .. V r llv,. 1 ^‘'l.* M 


ladies. Unaffected and graceful in manners, amiable ai 
feminine in disposition and character, and bright and self 
in conversation, they were fair representatives of the ladie 
tucky and Tennessee. Both alas! are now no more. Or 
sion when the name of Mrs. Eaton was accidentally and 1 
introduced, and which was shortly after my interview 
scribed, Mrs. Donelson, in the presence of her cousin, exp: 
surprise that whilst almost every tongue in the city was c 
that lady’s merits and demerits she had never heard me 
thing upon the subject, a remark the tone of which rathei 
substance conveyed, tho’ gently, a complaint of my reseiu 
under an engagement which called me away and had on] 
as'sure her that my silence had not arisen from an unwill 
talk with them upon the subject and that with her per 
would do so upon the first favorable occasion. She took 
word and we fixed the time when I was to call upon then 
purpose. TlTien we met I was happy to be immediatel; 
from the embarrassment that seemed inseparable from tin 
to and the nature of our discussion, by a statement from ] 
elson of the grounds on which she justified the course she 
suing, which was a marked one and decidedly adverse tc 
in question. She spoke of her as possessing a bad tern] 
meddlesome disposition and said that the latter had been 
increased by her husband’s elevation as to make her societ 
agreeable to be endured. She did not allude to any rumo 
tations upon her fame; she might not have believed them, 
have omitted to notice them from motives of delicacy, or 
have thought allusion to them unnecessary on account o: 
ficiency of those which she frankly acknowledged. Whet 
cnced by the one or the other motive I had no desire to ir 
took the matter up on the grounds on which she had place 
the sake of the discussion only, I agreed, after a momer 
tion, to admit that she was right in her views of Mrs. Eat 
acter and disposition and proceeded to impress upon he: 
though her reasons would excuse her from cultivating a 
timacy with that lady they neither required nor would ji 
having regard to her position as the female head of he 
family, to decline her society to the extent to which she 
and to caution her against being controlled in her course I 
whom she esteemed, and who were entitled to her respect ar 
but whose opinions upon that particular subject as I tho 

Qc T w€»c: imrlnlxT in mr 
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at least, of a more serious character than any that she had previously 
allowed to be taken into her consideration; they related to the situa¬ 
tion of her Uncle, whom she dearly loved, to the difficulties he had 
to contend with in the performance of his public duties, to the value 
he placed upon the peace and harmony of his family and the misery 
he suffered in seeing them destroyed by an affair in respect to which 
she certainly knew that he acted a sincere part, and to the extent 
to which her course sanctioned imputations of a graver character 
both upon the lady in question and upon himself for sustaining her, 
which were used by his enemies to injure him; &c. &c. Before I 
had concluded Miss Easton who had sought to hide her emotions 
by gradually withdrawing herself from sight in the embrasure of 
the window, sobbed aloud, and I preceived that Mrs. Donelson be¬ 
sides being deeply agitated was also offended by my allusions to the 
I^robability that she had been unduly influenced by others upon 
such a subject. I rose from my seat, begging her to excuse whatever 
I might, under the excitement of the moment, have said to hurt her 
feelings, but perfectly satisfied that they were too far committed to 
be reached by anything I could urge, and I asked her permission to 
drop the subject. To this she assented, acknowledging that she had 
been momentarily ruffled by some of my remarks but assuring me 
that she was not offended with me. 

Our conference did not produce the slightest change in our sub¬ 
sequent relations. I stood, upon her invitation, as one of the spon¬ 
sors in baptism of her daughter, and her bearing towards me con¬ 
tinued respectful and kind to the day of her lamented death, 

I became convinced that Mrs. Donelson’s earnest feelings on this 
occasion and in reference to this affair were less the effects of any¬ 
thing that she had heard or believed than of natural sympathy 
with her husband who was deeply interested in the quarrel—dif¬ 
fering widely in opinion and feeling from his Uncle, the Presi¬ 
dent. As evidence of his great excitement at this time he after¬ 
wards told me that his dislike to me during the progress of these 
transactions had become so strong that ^‘he could have drowned me 
with a drop of water.” The relations between the General and 
his family grew every day more complicated and embarrassed until 
Mainr "DonplRon and his familv emitted the White House and re- 
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own lips the explanations of its import which I liavc gi\ 
Desiring to offer some proof of my great respect and s 
teem to the General at parting and having the opinion of tl 
talents which I have already expressed, I decided, soon 
election to offer the latter a place in my Cabinet, and appi 
both of that intention. But having consulted a discreet 
interested friend from the same quarter of the Union 
to the opinion likely to be formed there of the propriety 
step I was led to doubt its expediency. My friend doubt( 
the Major’s capacity nor his integiity but thought that tla 
ment would cause a surprise on the part of the public a 
be regarded as an advancement disproportioned to the s 
had before occupied, I suggested the doubt to the General 
not asked the appointment) and found that the same 
passed through his own mind, but that he had not felt ] 
liberty, under the circumstances', to suggest it. I immedia 
to the Major that I had changed my mind, giving frankl 
son for it, and received in reply the following manly let 
it will be seen, refers to the state of his feelings towards ] 
the first term of the General’s Presidency, of which also, 
wards spoke to me, as I have mentioned. 

From Mx^jor Donelson. 

Nasi-iville, Fehruanj 

Dear Sir, 

Your letter post marked the Stli inst. has just reached me. I s 
in an hour or two for Washington under the hope of joining the Oe 
he leaves the city and with the intention of accompanying him to th( 
if I can be of service to him. 

I am grateful for the kindness manifested in your letter and no 
more sensible than I am that the views it expresses respecting tl 
my being placed in a responsible situation near you are correct 
were my convictions on this subject that I thought it my duty so 
ten days ago to write such a letter to the General as would induce 
the judgment of mutual friends had created any doubt in your mi 
to the decision which has been adopted. 

I cannot value too highly your friendship. It is the reward 
acquaintance manifesting much forbearance and generosity on yc 
went to W'ashington full of misconception of your character and de^ 
by many of the circumstances that attended the first four years 
Jackson’s canvass for the Presidency.It will be my endeavour to 
amends for the injustice done you by doing all I can in my hiE 
to make your true character known to those who are willing to cr 
ill no other respect I may in this do some good to the Kepublici 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MARTIH VAH BUEEH. 


the same stage, imperfect as it is as an expression of my grateful feeli 
towards you, to risking the chances of my not being able to see you before 
4th of March. 

Remember me kindly to your sons and believe me sincerely 

Your friend, 

A. J. Donelso' 

The nature of the personal feelings which the state of thii 
I have described was calculated to engender among those connec 
with the Government and residing at Washington may be eas 
inferred. All were more or less affected by it and it was un( 
its adverse influences that we worked through the spring, sumr 
and the first months of the autumn. Those feelings grew ev( 
day more and more bitter because they were to a great deg 
smothered as no opportunity was presented for theiu open ind 
gence on the part of the leading officials. The entertainment gi’^ 
to the Diplomatic Corps in the spring was a dinner-party of geni 
men ° only and passed off without embarrassment. A Cabinet cl 
ner, tO' which the ladies of the families of the members who co 
posed it would have to be invited was not even spoken of in : 
hearing before the month of November. That subject was then int 
duced by^ the President in one of our rides, which, when the weat 
permitted, were almost of daily occurrence and gradually leng 
ened as presenting the best opportunities for consultation left to 
by the press of visitors and other preoccupations. ITe had, he Si 
been led to postpone his Cabinet dimiers to so late a period by 
undefined apprehension that the violent feelings of the members 
both sides of the social problem out of which our difficulties 1 
arisen, and of which he had not been suffered, to remain ignora 
might lead to unavoidable acts on his part with which he thou^ 
it would be more difficult for an Administration to deal in its 
fancy, than after it had been some time under way and bi 
allowed opportunities to advance itself in the favor of the peoj 
Public business, he remaiiced, must always be attended to when 
occasion for its performance arises, but with matters of ceremo 
like that under consideration, he thought a greater latitude a 
allowable. As the session of Congress was however near at ha 
when this matter should not rest undisposed of he thought 
sooner it was entered udo the better. 
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templated by a portion of the Cabinet would be reserve^ 
which would naturally follow. I expressed that opinion 1 
much confidence and it was decided that his invitationj 
forthwith sent out. 

There were no absentees at the President’s Cabinet ( 
no very marked exhibitions of bad feeling in any quarte 
were nevertheless sufficient indications of its existence 
the festive character of the occasion and to make it tr 
a formal and hollow ceremony. The President escorte 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to the table and I ga 
to Mrs. Donelson. The disposition of the others I hav< 
but I will remember the care with which the arranger 
parties was made. The general was as usual courteous 
altho’ suffering much from bad health and more from n 
at what was passing before his eyes. My young friend : 
for the entertainment summoned up spirits enough to ca 
tion chiefly by glances, to the signs of the hour and fo 
movements of our host, we left the table with the ladies 
the company dispersed sooner than usual. I had intend 
a few moments with the President after they were go: 
perceived that the return he had received for all his i 
old friendships and his unhesitating confrontal of ene 
formation of the Cabinet which had just left him ha 
his feelings, and commending him to his pillow I also toe 

The display I had witnessed would have been sufficier 
on my guard in respect to my own contemplated entertain 
had been needed. But without such warning I understc 
the motives which pointed to that occasion as one best a( 
kind of semi-official notification of the rule by which i 
associates intended to be governed, to fail of circumspe 
movements. That they would decline my invitation I h^ 
but whether in so doing, they would only' assert and e: 
own rights without offense to me, or whether they wouh 
could only ’be known by the sequel. It was my busines 
pared for either contingency. 

According to the established forms of society in W: 
would have been my office as host to give the highest ] 
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and I was not disposed to make the vacancy occasioned by that ev( 
conspicuous by filling it with a lady of inferior rank.]^ But JVJ 
Eandolph, the widow of Gov. Thomas Mann Randolph, of Virgin 
and the only surviving child of President Jefferson, in all respe 
one of the worthiest women of America, was then residing 
Washington, a lady with whom and with her family consisting of 
unmarried daughter and of Mr. and Mrs. N. P. Trist, the latter a 
her daughter, my relations were cordial and intimate. I waited uf 
her in person, informed her of my intention to invite the Cabinet 
dine with me and of my desire to combine with that official ce 
mony an act of respect towards her which had been already too Ic 
delayed and requested her to name the day if she was willing to 
me the honor to attend. 

She cheerfully agreed to my proposition, the day was fixed a 
the invitation extended to all the members of her family. I n< 
scarcely say at least to those acquainted with the ways of Wa, 
ington, that it would have been quite impossible to prevent t 
proceeding on my part from becoming known without any agei 
of hers to the other invited ‘guests who were thus apprised of : 
intention to give the precedence to Mrs. Eandolph. As my dim 
party was to be what in common parlance is called a ladies’ dim 
I was desirous that there should be no lack of ladies and anticip 
ing further declensions I invited several military gentlemen s 
their wives, who all attended. I was obliged to omit my hig 
esteemed and amiable friend the Commander in Chief,- beca 
Mrs. M. (who was his second wife) had made herself—^more 
his amusement than annoyance, for he took such things lightl; 
a conspicuous party to the war which raged around us; but I 
member well the presence of the veterans, Hull and Chauncey ^ 
of Commodore Warrington^ and of the wives of all three "v 
were among the most agreeable as they were also the lead 
members of the society of Washington. 

Never having been very careful or orderly in securing even 
important papers and having especially exposed them by frequ 
changes of residence to be lost or mislaid, it is a curious insta 
of the accidental escape of such trifles from destruction thai 
have still in my possession the answers of the Secretary of 


stances unnecessary to detail will deprive tiiem oi ^ 
Mr. Berrien presents his respects but pleads a co: 
ment to leave the city” for his own declension a: 
health” for that of his daughter. According to 
recollection Mr. Ingham^ accepted for himself, a 
certainly declined. The other two members of th 
Eaton and Mr. Barry5^ brought apologies from 
were faithful allies and who it appeared had also n 
behind their batteries. Thus it resulted that at tb 
dinner of the season to' which all the ladies of i 
members were invited not one of them assisted 
being freed from any kind of embarrassment thei 
fined. Mrs. Randolph especially manifested the ^ 
tion, to the satisfaction of all my guests who revei 
as much as I did; to come quite up to that mark 
intimate knowledge of her admirable qualities tb 
joyed opportunities to acquire. 

It may as well be said here as anywhere that 
answers to my successive invitations, nor in their g 
ence with others nor in their excited appeals to i 
which I have now taken the trouble to re-peruse, di< 
and Berrien impute to me a blameable act or moi 
these transactions, although the latter papers we 
very excited feelings. These facts speak a langi 
be misunderstood as to the sense in which they felt 
my whole demeanour in the affair now under co; 
are more than sufficient to repel any unfavorabl- 
can be drawn from the introduction of a resoluti* 
a proverbially indecorous Senator—a resolution wh 
cloned. Of Gov. Branch’s course I am not quite 
the evening before my resignation and that of M 
published, but when the facts were known, and 
had himself resigned, the President and myself 
attend the wedding of his daughter. He [Brancb 
spoke of our resignations, acknowledged that he 
somewhat annoyed but was now entirely reconciled 
as the necessary result of causes which we could no 
couraged me to hope that the whole matter woul 


^ Jolm Brancti. 

2 Samuel D. Ingham. 


^ WiUiam T. Ba 
® MS. Ill, p. 2C 





begged him to see lair play in my behaii and to . 
repose. 

I have described more particularly than they ^ 
deserve these two entertainments, but for a brief i 
tained much consequence as incidents of a campaign 
political and personal feuds were so mixed up tl 
were more or less affected by every movement, and 
looked forward to the arrangement of my parties 
and the field for a general engagement. When they ^ 
found that they had not materially contributed to i 
of hostilities, and I confess that I experienced all 1 
naturally inspired by the consciousness of having p 
thro’ an ordeal as difficult and as severe as could ' 
conspiracy of excited women and infuriated part 
outbreak was not long delayed. At a ball given 
Minister, Baron Krudener, in the absence of Mrs. I] 
Eaton to supper, as ranking next to her, and Madar 
wife of the Dutch Envoy, was assigned to the Se( 
Madame Huygens was reported to have been hig' 
the arrangement and to have declared that she wo 
giving a party to which Mrs. Eaton should not be i 
her example would be followed by Messrs. Ingha 
Berrien. Major Eaton was a man of moderate intelk 
but justly distinguished for the kindness, generosii 
siveness of his disposition and demeanour. If he had 
before his marriage which was imputed to him, as t 
and sought to know nothing, he had also done all tl 
do to remedy the evil and there was no reason ever 
the life of the lady after marriage was not, in that 
free from reproach. A reverend gentleman had 
rumors to the President to the effect that her condr 
ceptionable on a visit to the Northern cities. The 
that his informer should go immediately and sift i 
oughly, assuring him that if his report sustained t 
facts no one would have reason to complain of hi 
the matter. The mission was accepted, the Cabine 
Eaton was called together in the evening to hear t 
was found to amount to nothing. 

A man of the temperament I have ascribed to E 
under any circumstances, to have warm and sympf 
The number in his case, was of course greatly incre 


rnuaire at; lus di'-pdxu aiiu hy tlu^ ra\<nir with whi(‘h 1 h‘ was re- 
«ra!-ila(I hy tin* nie>e pras-^ial upon tlio lattin* tin* Major's 

pn''u‘\anrt\s with luui'h lauait^Mam! tlu*ir apptails found faxoiaihlt' 
ru.spoUM's in tiisoun hnamt. Tlw allnmal thinad of Ma<lamt‘ Iluynyns 
and tlii^ thrci^ partitas whirh nnrtaiidy folluwtal ovlualun’ ,du‘ a<lually 
tliriaitiUUMl tlunn or not Mi|>p!ii‘d aniph* anti stirriny; luahu’ia! . hn* 
sut'h taanplaints. Hu* ProNitlrnt M*nt for nu‘ at an tairly houi* otu‘ 
morning** aiul I want to liim ludMia* hnaakfa-st. I fount! Iiiin tl<M‘piy 
nuntnl hy atumnnninatit>ns tlial Inul Imhui inath^ to liiin on tht‘ prt* 
vions inamiiig. IPmayns warn hlooil stiot and his apptairautn* in otluu* 
rasperls iinliaatiH! that ha luul passatl n shH‘pUvHr’. ni^!it, a> !u‘ indiaal 
atlinittial lunl !h‘{ui litarally tht‘ aastn !lt‘ was lanvto-er unnx<*itsal in 
inanntu*. I'Ih^ stt>rii*s s<j <d’ttui told of his vithnnt and fnri<niN styh^ 
on ofsasitjus <d‘ ^ni’oat aiunu’ oi* tItH*p finding, soi far ns my olistunaPmu 
i‘\ftait|tMh had no otlau' foumlution than this that< whnn iu^ tlum^ht* 
ho rouid in that ^wi\‘ ht^si intliuau’o anylHuly to do hi.s tiuty of 
whit’h I havt^ sona* instamas^ aiuI .shall y^ivt^ otlau’s hi‘ wouhl 

assuna‘ an oarntadntss-*^ ami an tunphasis innoh lawoml wind lit* rnally 
I'o im* !h‘ aiuaV''; apptainal im»: t oalin lam lu* ftdt mo: t in 
ton (dy. ( )n I ho tiooa.'ion of his \tu*y narrow t‘ oapt* frtau a a v ina 
tion, at tht‘ fmituad of W'arrtm Id Davis, I ftdhovtMi iiim to tin* W'liitt* 
lion o, iiimunliaftd\ afliu’ tho ritt^s of lairial wor«‘ ooiudmh'd, ami 
ftjuml him siltiny with om* of Major Domdom's tdilltinm on Ids lap 
ami ooiivtu’^inir with thaau'al Stsdt, hlmsolf appartmtly tho hais! 
di fnrhtnl por on in tlie room, 

ll<* prt* taittsl, with tltdilitusit ion am! tdt‘arm*ss, |hn rtarsms whitdi 
lod him ti* ri*pirti fho piaHaanlinjirs tt^ whicdi ! tinvo rtdVrrotl as an 
affaok upon Idni tdf do.'dy'ianl Iti ho matfo idlVotiml tliro' a oonihlna 
ti«m ladvvtaui nuunhor - ttf Id' C’ahinot ami tin* vvih^ of om* tjf tho 
Foroi^m Minidtu’ , ami .fatotl, in tin* :s;imo inanmux tht* oourso wldoh 
ht‘ thoiiyht it woultl hot'ona* him pnrsuo, wliitdi wa if hiM viows 
.sh«ad»l fu'ovo to ht‘ wtdl foundod to di-md’W, Ids own MinistiU’s and 
lo'ond Mr. Huvmat Id pa :'jiorts, 

I!i immotliato olpis-l wa- attoml to tin* hittcuy nnd to tliat oml 
ho lunl M’Ut ft>r luo to cdUaiii my oouustd and <’o oporalion. M\ por 
sonal ndatfons w^li Dhovaltor and Madamo lluvnoii' WiU’o td a 
friondlv and indood iiifimalo oharaotoi’. I had no j’ra on to thaihl 
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iiH‘mh4‘r of ni>' was to ho such an altaok npon luo, who Ini 

InvUtHl this nuMnlHO* to coino inhv it, that it, aro\iso(i Ihoir foolinj^s and tl 
(*(»niniuni<‘ation uas nnnh‘ to nu‘. 'riu* thnn^ partii's that. ToIIowchI, Ji^iven t)y (1 
thr(H‘ Ih‘ads of IU^partnuads, wcaa' w<‘!I oaI(*ulat(Ml to onMlit' to ilio stoi 
of a comhinatiou lunidod hy IMadanu' I!, to put. Major I'iaton and his faini 
out of sooiiay and tluaa'hy to assail my oltaraidor for inviiina: him into it. 
ar(‘ tho tah‘s ami I am happy Ma<Iana‘ II, has stattal tlaw aia' not trut‘ as i'l 
as sin* is <*on(H‘rmMl. I’liis is ifu' suhs((ni<‘(‘, 

Vi*s. 

Aindrkw ,Ia('KS0N. 

.Iax’v LMtii IS.’iP. 

It. was probably on tlic following day—coiiainly Itefoiv. llio iiTi 
of that month, that- 1 had, at. his iitstamah a c’ontVi'onoc with tl 
Fivsidtod ii[)on fhi‘ sultjoti, of tlu‘. relations betwcHMi him a-nd tl 
mmnb(n‘s of his Cabinet and the tdlVC. npon them of the matte 
ri'latiah Nothin!^ was then done upon the subject., but a year at 
a half lat(‘r and aftcn* tlic war had broken out between him ai 
tln‘ portion of lus Cabinet- witli whose course he had beam olunnh^ 
ami 1 had left Wasltiinrton and was await inn; the sailing of tl 
pack(*t fr*o!n Ne\v \'ork, lie appli(‘d to nu‘. for my recolliaf ions oftli 
branch of tiu' njtmeral subjia*t. I ndained a copy of so much of n 
hdteu’ as i‘t‘lated to it, whi<‘h was nevtu' publislual, lint will now I 
^ivmi at tile pia^pm* placta Aca'ordin^’ to my tluni laH'oIkndion 
appt‘ars that iu» showed nun at- that intervic^w, a i>apei- (‘ontai 
in^ tlu‘. liasis of a conimuni<’afion whi(‘h he int(*nd(‘(l to addre 
to thos* mmthnutm ami that I i^xpresstal llu‘ opinion that he did n 
by it sutliciently <ji:uard himsi‘lf against, thi* imputation of (Uitc 
iaininyf a desiia* to contiail tlu^ domestic* ami social intercourse 
their famiru^s and adviscal a personal interview with them for whi 
a pa|mr more c'andfdly t‘onstrm*tt‘d mi^dd bi*. prc'partal and slu‘i 
to tlunn in prebnaana' to a. formal (a)rrt‘spomlem‘(‘; (hat. lu^ d 
(dairmul any such intention or <tesire and a^^nual not. only to su 
a moditiraticm of tlie pa pen' but- also to tlu^ substit ut ion of a. fu 
sonal intc’iniiov for a Iidtiu'. I addtal (hat sucli a. papm* as I i’< 
ommtmded may liave Inam jua^pareal by nu* on the. spot from t 
muti‘rial> before* nun to 1 h* <*e?pied by him ami rc*se*rve‘d ioi* t 
use* e’ontmnplateu! -the course which I am <|uite* {‘onfulent. was p\ 
sued. He them infornu'd me tliat he* had held some* ccmve'rsati 
on the sulijecd with (’oh Uiehard M. Jolmson who was ve‘ry de*siri<i 
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I begged the General, if he consented to his interfen 
matter, to be careful that he should be fully possessed o 
and suggested the propriety of reading to him, before 
upon the business, the paper already prepared, and tha 
acter in which he acted should also be clearly undersb 

Tlie Colonel had his conferences with Messrs. Ingh^ 
and Berrien, and the President his interview with thei 
he spoke to them of the alleged combination and attem 
Major Eaton from the Cabinet and I always suppos 
shewed them the paper referred to, but whether he did 
do this they were all satisfied that he did not claim any 
as that which was described in it, and altho’ the princ 
remained substantially on the footing on which it st 
those gentlemen remained in the Cabinet a year and a ] 
During that period the Eaton affair was eclipsed in 
and soon divested of any agency in mischief or dist 
two occurrences—^Mr. Calhoun’s pranuncimiento and,, 
or three months later, the resignations of Major Eatc 
self, drawing after them the resignations of all the ] 
the Cabinet except Postmaster General Barry. The L 
he adhered throughout to his friends, the Eatons, j 
tenor of his way so unobtrusively and noiselessly as 
offense to the other parties to the quarrel. 

The outbreak between the President and the gentlem< 
formed a part of his Cabinet assumed a very violent cha 
I left Washington. Those who have the curiosity to Ic 
matter will find that the dissolution of the Cabinet had 
appearance, amicably accomplished. There was some ] 
on the parts of the Secretaries of the Treasury and Navj 
in their resignations, but in the end the correspondence, 
imported a friendly settlement. All were to remain at 
until their successors were appointed and their official bus 
in the state in which they desired to leave it. The resig 
cept Mr. Berrien’s, who was absent till June, were in Aj 
final retirement of the Cabinet was delayed until June, 
single exception of a few enigmatical givings-out by the J 
the Navy as to the existence of a “malign influence” 
seemed to be 0*01 no- on to a favorable issue. The hones o 
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as tVom (he President and rei.r-ont in- hi n i.o\ and that la- 
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made them aeqttainted with its contents. Init Mr. Perrimi lan d that 
lie did not ipiestion the hil< nt/on of the Pre iihait to have ne.'.n 
(his paper (o him nor liis belief that he di<i so, and they admnied 
that he had waived, in Mr. Berrien', laiumafre. ha.t not "pre ed. 
the requisition <d‘ which thev eharired (hat t’ol. dohn on hail iM-en lie 
iH.arer, hut understood this a. a i-ham-v of po ition hron-rht ai.oui 
throuirh (he intervention of hi-', 'reniu" ee friend-.. 

{'ol. .lohuson met tlur-e char,lie,, and itaii'ineni 
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From Col. Johnson’s letter to Mr. Ingham I extract as 

Blue Springs, July 

Dear Sir— 

Yours of the IGth instant was this clay received, accompanied by 
which, it seems, you have prepared for the public, purporting to contj 
conversations, with the President and myself, relative to an allegat 
the public journals that General Jackson had authorized a member 
to require of Messrs. Berrien, Branch, and yourself, and your lamil 
ciate with Major Eaton, and his family under the penalty of bein 
from office. You refer to two articles in the Glohe to justify your a 
public, previously to receiving my answer, in which it appeared th£ 
nied the above allegation, if it had any allusion to me. After the pi 
this accusation against General Jackson, I received a letter from i 
timating that I was the member of Congress to whom allusion wa^ 
requested to know if I had ever made such a communication. In n 
confined myself to the specific accusation thus publicly made agains 
dent, and which is attributable to yourself, and most unequivocally 
General Jackson ever made such a requisition through me, and as P' 
nied having ever made such a statement to you. On the contrary I i 
now repeat, I did inform you, in each and every interview that th 
disclaimed any right or intention to interfere in any manner whatei 
regulation of your private or social intercourse. 

Thus in a matter in which I was engaged to serve you, and ot 
in a matter of a delicate and highly confidential nature, and in v 
ceeded, unexpectedly I found myself presented in the public joi 
witness impeaching one of those friends, and ascribing to him 
which he never made; and placed in that attitude by you, self 
self defence called upon me to correct that erroneous statement, 
therefore, agree with you, that I did in any degree change my 
subject in considering it improper in any of the parties to come 
public without the opportunity of comparing our different r 
But if you feel under any obligations of a personal or politic£ 
to come before the public previously, you will find me as ready 
to meet any responsibility or difficulty which such a course m 
I now come to the material point in controversy—whether Ge 
through me, required of you to invite Major Eaton and his fan 
large parties. This suggestion was made upon my own responsi 
an anxious desire more etfectually to reconcile the then existing 
But Gen. Jackson never did make such a requisition, in any nn 
ever, directly or indirectly, nor did I ever intimate to you that he 
such a demand. The complaint made by Gen. Jackson against this 
Cabinet was specific, that he had been informed, and was inducec 
that they were using their influence to have Major Eaton and hi? 
eluded from all respectable circles, for the purpose of degrading 
thus drive him fi‘om office; and that the attempt had been made 
the foreign ministers, and in one case had produced the desired 
proposed no mode of accommodation or satisfaction, but declared ex 
if such was the fact he would dismiss them from office. He then 
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Such was the issue between the President and the three ex-Sec] 
taries, and such were their respective allegations and proof, 
was never pretended that the requisition referred to had ever be 
made upon them by the President in person or thro’ any other cha 
nel than Col. Johnson. In the only conversation they had had wi 
him upon the subject, seventeen months before they resigned, tli 
say he did not press it—^he says he disclaimed it in the most n 
equivocal terms. Col. Johnson’s statement is the only evidence tl: 
was introduced and notwithstanding the formality and confider 
with which this grave accusation had been brought forward a: 
the zeal with which it was supported by the entire opposition of t 
Country, the public judgment was so clear and so decided that 
the General’s canvass for re-election, which took place the ve 
next year, when everything else was raked up, it was never alluded 

A few words more in respect to myself. Wliilst at New York a: 
on the eve of sailing for England I received a letter from the Pre 
dent inquiring as to my recollections upon this branch of the genei 
subject, which I gave him in a letter, dated August 14th, 1831, t 
whole of which together with the letter to which it was a reply, w 
be found in the Correspondence.^ 

My statement was never published as the President, I was hap 
to find, adopted the advice I gave him. 

The following extract embraces what relates to the present math 

I will in the first place answer your queries in regard to the interview 
tween Messrs. Ingham, Branch & Berrien & yourself upon the subject of tli 
course towards Mr. & Mrs. Eaton. Neither with those gentlemen, nor w 
Colonel Johnson have I had any conversation, confidential or otherwise, u] 
that subject. I recollect your sending for me one morning & that when I 
rived I found you sensibly affected by an impression which liad been im 
upon your mind that Messrs. Ingham, Branch & Berrien were taking measii 
in concert to exclude Mrs. Eaton from the society of Washington. You sta 
to me in a general way the grounds upon which that impression was found 
referring to several successive parties which had been given by those gen 
men, & to information which had been given to you by others without wa 
ing them, and declared that you felt it to be your duty & had made up y< 
mind to interfere in a prompt & efficacious manner <& imt an end to the r 
ceedings of which you complained. You then shewed me a paper which, 
cording to my recollections, was in the form of a letter addressed to th 
gentlemen, expressive of your views & feelings on the subject. 





and emphatic manner of smy such act or design. Can a reasonable & enlight¬ 
ened community require more? I think not. 

The sequel of Major Eaton’s career presented an instructive com¬ 
mentary on the past and fully justified the opinion I had formed in 
regard to the effect of my resignation in commending him to the 
favor of those by whom he and his had been so unsparingly con¬ 
demned. His lax political notions, for they could scarcely ever be 
said to have risen to the dignity of opinions, with his easj^ dis¬ 
positions in respect to most things, were well calculated to expose 
him to the sinister intrigues of a class of habitual hangers-on at 
the seat of Grovernment, whose business it is to practice upon the 
credulity of public functionaries and to serve, in their way, an 
administration or a party which will countenance, patronize or em¬ 
ploy them; of course they prefer the party which uses the most 
money and which is most tolerant of politicians of easy virtue. 
When the Democratic party is in power and its representative at 
the head of the government is a democrat in fact as well as in 
name, acting always in the spirit of its simple, just and abstemious 
precepts that the world is governed too much, and that the benefits 
and burdens of ° necessary Government should be distributed 
equally and impartially, doctrines favored by fanners and me¬ 
chanics, who constitute a vast majority of the party,—when he 
duly appreciates his proud position as the Chief Magistrate of a 
Government founded on public virtue, whose duty it is to suppress 
indirections of every description, a wall of separation has always 
stood between this class and the administration. Such was em¬ 
phatically the case at the time of which we are speaking. Presi¬ 
dent Jackson’s well understood principles and the struggle in which 
he was engaged with the Bank and with other selfish and corrupt 
interests in the Country served to range that political brother¬ 
hood unanimously on the side of the opposition to his administra¬ 
tion. Their attention was forthwith directed towards Major Eaton, 
backed by the arts and appliances which they so well understand, to 
seduce him from the relations in which he had before stood towards 
his party and friends. Their first movement in this direction was 
to cause him to be appointed President of the Ohio and Chesapeake 
Canal Company. This appointment was the more easily obtained 
in consequence of the desire of the Company to obtain assistance 
from the Federal Government and their hope of deriving increased 
facilities to that end by the installation of a personal friend of the 
President at the head of their board of directors. But the ground 
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and that he had neither the right nor the disposition to complair 
the steps I had taken to that end—^whether they should be conside 
a recall or permission to return on his own application. But he 1 
he said, suffered a grievance of no ordinary character of which he ' 
good reason to complain. An order had issued, as he stated, from 
State Department, purporting to be by my direction, by \vhich 
had been deprived of the right always enjoyed by our Ministers 
draw at their discretion upon our bankers at London, without s 
cific authority from the Department, for any sums to which t 
believed themselves entitled from the Government, subject to a set 
ment of their accounts under its authority. Of this he complai 
that he had been suddenly deprived, by which a stigma had I 
attached to his credit, and thro’ which he might have been expc 
to serious embarrassments. I admitted that the order had been iss 
by my direction—^that its necessity had been shown by the fact i 
one of his predecessors, who was named to him, had overdrawn 
account to an extent which would make a suit at law necessar} 
recover , the excess,—that the order was general and equally ap 
cable to all our Ministers abroad, and I insisted that it was prope 
itself as their convenience could be easily provided for by season! 
applications to the Department of State, and that the only fault 
the omission on the part of Mr. Forsyth to apprise him that the oi 
was a general one founded on general principles and not on any 
trust of him, and that the necessity of its observance had been poii 
out by experience. 

With these explanations and accompanying assurances of 
entire confidence in his integrity he seemed satisfied. I have do 
less seen him since (altho’ I have no recollection of the occasi 
but I have never conversed with him, with this exception, or ^ 
Mrs. Eaton, since their return from Spain. Flis tendency politic 
had been for many years in the direction of the opposition, 
whose ranks he gradually fell, and his new associations led to 
and declarations on his part which entirely alienated from 
the friendship of Gen. Jackson, who silently closed the trou 
some relations that had existed between them by turning to 
wall the face of his portrait, which hung in the drawing roon 
the Hermitage. 
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is treated as a man hors de combat. But to make me cl 
sible for all the grievances complained of, for what was 
by Mr. Crawford, who is brought forward as the first, i 
principal actor in the drama, as by all the minor pei 
visit to him, at that time, at his remote residence in Gi 
circumstance too portentous to be overlooked in the prep 
impeachment which was, of necessity, to be made o 
patches. Kecollecting the fact of his opposing the su 
Calhoun at that time, I have referred to Mr. Crawford 
find one, which if not necessary for any other purpo 
that I held the same language to Mr. Calhoun’s enemi< 
and South Carolina that I held at home. In this lette 
21st, 1827, a week after his letter to Balch, he says: 
you left Gen. Williams—(Gen. David E. Williams, of 
lina, one of the most distinguished men of that State, 
and consistent opponent of Mr. Calhoun,)—^last spring 
letter from him thanking me for my supposed influence 
him the pleasure of a visit from you. In that letter 
much pleasure with the visit, but he expressed regret 
peared to him disposed to let Mr. Calhoun remain in his 
tion.” Of that, not disposition only but determination, 
lated to my own action, Mr. Crawford was himself a 
and definitely infonned by me in reply to a letter froi 
me to support Mr. Macon, of North Carolina. 

The following narrative will, I think, present a faij 
remainder of the case upon which Mr. Calhoun predica 
charges. In respect to facts there is little room for mh 
are principally derived from original papers published 
for motives we must rely on the declarations of the par 
natural inferences from acknowledged facts. 

James A. Hamilton, Esq. of New York, at the time 
and political friend, was appointed by the Tammany g 
the Delegates to represent that Society at the celeb] 
Eighth of January in New Orleans, at which Gen. Jack 
present. He accompanied the General and his suite to • 
informs us that on their way down there was much 
among them in respect to the charges which had been 
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regarded as confidential lie said that he did not. Mr, 
says that at that time he had not the slightest knowk 
course Mr. Calhoun had considered it his duty to pui 
Cabinet on the occasion referred to, and that his imp] 
ceived from the conversations of which he had spoken 
Mr. Calhoun had been in favor of, and Mr. Crawford 
Gen. Jackson. The perfect similarity in substance, and 
the question put to Mr. Calhoun to that proposed to Mr. 
through Mr. Forsyth, cannot fail to be perceived. 

Hamilton left Washington on the following morning 
19th of February, 1828, being the second day after his 
New York, he wrote a letter to Major Lewis of which th 
was given as an extract—the letter having been tenderec 
called for or produced: 

“I did not see Mr. Crawford, as I intended to do, 
residence was seventy miles out of my ivay; but the Vic 
(Mr. Calhoun), who, you know, was the member of t 
best acquainted with the subject, told me Gen. Jackson’s 
never thought of, mucli less discussed.” To this letter 
a reply from Major Lewis in wdiich he said—regr( 
did not see Mr. Crawford. I was desirous you should s 
converse with him on the subject of his former inisunc 
with the General. I have every reason to believe that tl 
tion given to you by Calhoun is correct, for Mr. Mom 
me, nearly nine years ago, such was the fact. It follow 
Mr. Crawford must have been vilely slandered by those 
ject was to fan a flame their interest required should 
tinguished.” All still in harmony with the professed ob, 
enquiry, viz; to be able to repel the charge referred to, if 
to conciliate still further the friends of Mr. Cravzford ’ 
they were most numerous, in Virginia, North and Sout 
and New York, had already taken ground in favor of Ge 
Believing that the information might become useful a" 
V7here almost every day produced a new charge against t 
Hamilton, on the 25th of Februaiy, wrote to Mr. Calhc 
forth what had passed at their interview, as have air 
it, telling him that he was thus paHicular in seeking to 
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ford had been a few hours on the previous day at Milledgeville, f 
place of Mr. Forsyth’s residence, that he had conversed with hi 
on the subject referred to in Hamilton’s letter, and was authorize 
to say—that at a meeting of Mr. Monroe’s Cabinet to discuss t' 
course to be pursued towards Spain, in consequence of Gen. Jac 
son’s proceedings in Florida during the Seminole War, Mr. Calhoii 
the Secretary of the War Department, submitted to and urged ivp< 
the President the propriety of arresting and trying Gen. Jackso 
that Mr. Calhoun had previously communicated to Mr. Crawfo 
his intention to present the question to Mr. Monroe; an intenti- 
Mr. Crawford approved ” (Mr. Crawford subsequently correct 
this statement by saying that Mr. Forsyth had misunderstood him 
that Mr. Calhoun’s proposition in the Cabinet was that Gen. Jacks 
should be punished in some form or reprimanded in some for 
he was not positively certain which; as Mr. Calhoun did not propc 
to arrest Gen. Jacksoii he felt confident that he could not have ma 
use of that expression in his conversation with Mr. Forsyth. 

After the receipt of Mr. Forsyth’s letter he (Hamilton) receiv 
Mr. Calhoun’s reply to his letter of the 25th of February. T1 
reply was dated March 29th and said that as Mr. Hamilton h 
not, at the time of their interview, stated the object of his enqui 
he had supposed it was designed only to meet mere general rumo 
falsely put out to influence the result of the Presidential electio 
that his answer had been predicated on such an assumption, ^ 
intended to meet assertions unsupported by any name in the sai 
general manner without name and to be limited, even with tl 
view, to a denial of what was falsely stated to have occurred on tl 
occasion, Mr. Calhoun then repeated Hamilton’s object as stat 
in his letter of the 25th of February, and said that he had, unc 
that aspect of the subject, deliberately considered how far he cou 
with propriety, speak of the proceedings of the Cabinet at all a; 
had come to the conclusion that a duty of a very high and delict 
character imposed silence upon him; that entertaining such vie 
he declined the introduction of his name in any shape as cc 
nected with what passed in the Cabinet on the occasion referred 
To this Hamilton answered on the 10th of March, that Mr. C 
houn’s reasoning as to the confidence which ought to be observ 
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tially passed from the minds of all who had taken a part in it, he 
read that letter to Major Lewis at his own house in Ne^y York. But 
even this step would in all probability have produced no disturbing 
results had the principal parties remained in their original position 
towards each other which was very far from the case, the friendly 
relations which had existed between Gen. Jackson and Mr. Calhoun 
having been by that time seriously impaired through the agency of 
the Eaton imbroglio, and giving place soon after to open hostility. It 
was not probably until the latter period that Lewis, who sympathized 
in the General’s feelings throughout, informed him of the contents 
of Forsyth’s letter, and this was, I verily believe, the first reliable 
information he had ever received as to Mr. Calhoun’s precise course 
in Mr. Monroe’s Cabinet in regard to his conduct in Florida—a sub¬ 
ject on which the General’s feelings were always keenly sensitive. 
He had never before even suspected that that course had been hostile 
to him. Hamilton says that he became acquainted with the contents 
of the letter but does not say how. My statement that it was com¬ 
municated by Major Lewis is an inference only, but I have no doubt 
that it is a just one, and that the Major would, without hesitation, 
confirm it. Of course. General Jackson demanded to see the letter. 
He would have done so if he and Mr. Calhoun had remained friends, 
and was less likely to omit it under their hostile relations. This 
was in the month of May, 1830, more than two years after the pro¬ 
ceedings of which we have been speaking had taken place and until 
that time I had never received the slightest intimation, from any 
source, of their occurrence. It was after Gen. Jackson had demand¬ 
ed a sight of Forsyth’s letter that Hamilton for the first time gave 
me a general statement of its contents as the ground of a request 
for my advice in regard to the answer he should make to the Gen¬ 
eral’s application. I instantly decided to have nothifig to do with 
the affair and declined to express my opinion upon the question he 
submitted to me. He then applied to Mr. Forsyth to give to the 
President directly the information that he (Forsyth) had commu¬ 
nicated to him in the letter referred to. Mr. Forsyth was not a 
friend of Mr. Calhoun—^none of Mr. Crawford’s friends in Georgia 
stood in that relation towards him; the feuds between the chiefs had 







case, wmcn i supportea Dy presenting riiiiy ana ireeiy aii tne 
occurred to me/ 

This altho’ rendered a little less harsh by the langi 
amounted, in substance, to an admission of the corn 
Crawford’s statement—as punishment of some sort 
usual course, follow conviction. Crawford said, 
proposition in the Cabinet was that Gen. Jackson s 
ished in some form, or reprimanded in some form, 1 
tively certain which.” The General’s question was there 
and was, doubtless, intended to be understood as ans 
tively. Mr. Calhoun’s reply was, I think, sent to th( 
the evening before the adjournment of Congress, in M 
first I saw of it was on the day of the adjournment. A 
from the Capitol with the President and the other n 
Cabinet, who are usually in attendance on the last day 
Major Lewis came to my house and laid upon the table 
sitting a file of papers, saying “ There is Calhoun’s let 
oral begs you to read the papers attentively and when 
time to do so he will be glad to see and advise with 
subject.” Hamilton having, as I have stated, appri 
general bearing of the correspondence, I required no 
upon my answer to this application. I told the Ma; 
quite sure the General would not have sent the pape 
had reflected on the impropriety of my taking a part 
versy between himself and Mr. Calhoun and on its li 
ij'iterpretation, and apprising him of the answer I had ^ 
ton, requested him to take them back and to report w 
to the General. He did so, and the General embraced e 
tunity to assure me that I was altogether right, and a 
earnestly for what he called his carelessness ” in tl 
sent a brief reply to Mr. Calhoun, of which I have give 
in the introduction to this review, but which I did i 
was I apprised of its contents until the appearance of 
pamphlet.^ 

There the matter rested until the next winter. 
Washington got hold of the fact that there had been 
ence and some of the newspapers gave loose and 
accounts of its contents. Mr. Calhoun did not arrive 
until some weeks of the following session of CongreJ 
Attempts were subsequently made (and perhaps bef< 


1 Tliis letter, dated May 29, 1830, an A. L. S. of Calhoun’s, is 48 pp 
Jackson Papers. 

2 Correspondence between Gen. Andrew Jackson and John C. Calhoiu 
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men who claimed to be friends of both the President and Vice Prt 
dent to bring about a reconciliation between them. Mr. Sam 
Swartwout was particularly active in that direction. Gen. Jacks 
apprised me of those efforts and I advised him, earnestly and s 
cerely, to consent to any amicable ai'rangement of the subject t: 
would be consistent with his honor. I was® sitting with him. < 
day, in one of the rooms of the White House which had been app 
priated as a studio by his friend Col. Earle, who was painting 
portrait, when a servant announced that Mr. Swartwout was in 
ofl3.ce and requested to see him for a moment. He went out and, on 
return, told me that the whole affair was settled. He gave me 
substance of the terms, but my recollection upon the subject is 
distinct enough to justify me in undertaking to state them, 
expressed my gratification at the result. He did not appear entii 
satisfied with what he had agreed to, but said the matter was d( 
with and he would think no more about it. 

The adjustment of the whole affair, was for several days p 
licly spoken of. Information of the fact was communicated 
persons out of the city and I received letters in which the pacif 
tion was spoken of as undisputed. But Mr. Calhoun’s publicat 
appeared notwithstanding. No explanation of the failure of 
negotiation has, to my knowledge, been given on either side. 1 
attempts were subsequently made—^the last immediately before ^ 
Calhoun’s ^ appeal ’ appeared—^to give that paper a character s 
to have it published in a way which would be satisfactory to G 
Jackson and to prevent him from replying to or taking any no 
of its contents. Col. Eichard M. Johnson and Senator Grur 
recognised and warm friends of Mr. Calhoun, as they were alsc 
Gen. Jackson’s called (as he now informs me) on Mr. F. P. B1 
with whom they enjoyed a cordial intimacy, and whose feeli 
were then personally favorable to Mr. Calhoun, and made a labo 
effort to persuade him to publish it in the 6^lo5e with comme 
indicating that it was neither in fact, nor in intention an att 
upon Gen. Jackson. He resisted their solicitations to the end, 
sisting that the paper could not be so qualified as to avoid a rupi 
with the General which must be the ruin of Mr, Calhoun. 
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versal, and the indignation against Mr. Van Buren would appear to he so g; 
that even Gen. Jackson’s popularity would he unable to save him. 

Mr. Duncanson was invited to assist ,by taking charge of 
Kentucky Argus and, notwithstanding flattering inducements, 
dined, and subsequently caused Gen. Jackson to be informed of 
overture who thereupon took measures to establish the Globe. 

The effects produced were certainly, for a short period in i 
proportion to the odious nature of the charge, the artful disgu: 
which had been thrown over the transactions out of which it 
constructed, and the machinery so cunningly devised to help 
to do its work. To show the nature and extent of those effect 
content myself with the insertion here of a single letter selec 
from the numerous anxious communications I received on the s 
]ect. It proceeded from the capital of a State lying comparativ 
near the seat of the Federal Government—a State which alw 
bestowed more earnest and busy attention upon national questi^ 
than was given by any of her sister States and wliich, I may a 
then at least exerted a greater influence than any others, upon 
general sentiment of the Country. Mr. Ritchie possessed my 
limited confidence, and had been encouraged to communicate 
opinions upon all public subjects in which I was concerned with 
reserve—a privilege which he exercised, on stirring occasions, 
its broadest latitude. 

This letter bears the following endorsement: “ receired on 
day that my Vanl aiyfeared and after its appearance^^ The lei 
and the Card passed each other that day on the Richmond route. 
DexVR Sir, 

You know me too well to suppose that I would intrude upon your valu: 
time v.'itliout some strong reason. I have always treated you with frankr 
and I think it due to you to address you in the same spirit on the prei 
occasion. I will .address you as 1 candidly did Mr. Crawford in 1824, wl 
without being personally acquainted with him, I requested a i^articular fri 
to visit Washington specially, with a confidential letter, to request an exph 
tion upon a point of fact, in which he might be supposed to be deeply c 
promitted. He met the matter with the utmost possible frankness—explai 
all the circumstances, and removed every doubt and apprehension. 

But to the point at once;—I refer to Mr. Calhoun’s Correspondence. It i 
vain for him to disclaim any “ allusion to one particular individual ”—he i 
intend yon, and so every man who reads the publication will suspect. I 
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his intimate friend and constitutional adviser he indi 
fused to sanction the arrangement that had been been ( 
to suffer that assault to be made over his shoulders. 
was however very different. The offence charged agai 
in every respect a heinous one. If I could so far ha^ 
what was due to my position and to my own honour 
revived that old and forgotten affair for the purpose o; 
a quarrel between the President and Vice President, wh 
quarrelled about it before, in the hope of thereby pr( 
own political advancement, there was scarcely a dept] 
scorn and reproach to which I would not have richly 
sink. It would have been difficult to conceive of a case I 
lated to excite the unmeasured condemnation of all gc 
The welfare of the people, the character of the Govern! 
as that depends upon the conduct of its highest officis 
peace of mind of an old and care worn public servant, 
on his shoulders the gravest responsibilities of the State, 
other scarcely less important interests would all have s 
rage through such an intrigue on my part. 

That the main object of the publication was to fasten 
upon me was clearty indicated by the ‘ a|)peal,’ was the pi 
standing of the matter and shortly after it was publish^ 
be denied in any quarter. The developments of time hav 
specific proof of this design. Gol. Benton in his work { 
quently referred to, describing the origin of the 
makes the following statement:® 

At a Pi-esiclontial levee in the winter of 1830-31, Mr. Duff Gre 
the “ Telegraph ”, newspaper, addressed a person then and now 
resident of AVashinA'ton cit.v (Mr. J. M. Duncanson) and invitee 
at his house, as he had something to say to him which would r 
hdential interview. The call was made and the object of the i 
closed, which was nothing less than to engage his (Mr. Duncanson' 
in the execution of a scheme in relation to the next presidentia 
which Gen. Jackson should be prevented from becoming a cand 
election and Mr. Calhoun should be brought forward in his place. 
Mr. Duncanson that a rupture was impending between Gen. Jacl 
Calhoun; that a correspondence had taken place between them, b 
(as he alleged) by the intrigues of IMr. Van Buren; that the c( 
was t e in nrint. but it« T^nblioption ripinvpfl nnl-il nvvnno 
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my letter. I really wish he had. But this information is not in su 
fis to be given to the Public, and it wants your own stamp to ma 
decisive. 

I need not inform you that this matter is the subject of universa 
tion among us. Many of our friends have expressed their doubts 
some, very vehemently: and a forcible article is° already put into 
by a warm friend of the administration, explaining the attitude ii 
thinks this Correspondence places yourself. 

Discussion is inevitable.. It struck me from the first and I am 
strongly satisfied of it. Will you then excuse me for asking you 
to the subject—^for asking frankly whether you were concerned oi 
in bringing up this difference between the President and Vice Pres 
moreover, for suggesting that you should take the same public co 
the Vice President has taken-—now that Ue has taken it—and ma 
to the Nation that his allusions to you are without foundation. All tl 
will cl 1 my Correspondent at Washington wrote me was in the po 
your friends, ought to be at once and fully produced,—every atom 
the most perfect and unblenching frankness. It is due to yoursell 
confident, to the x\dmlnistration. 

I address you Sir, without any circumlocution or intermediate 
you have no objection I would take it as a favor that you show ii 
Gen. .Jackson. I address you, too, with the sincerest wishes that 3 
able to demolish every doubt, every apprehension, every political 
trust that the thing may be made out as clear as a ray of light fre 
It has been my gratification to write you more agreeable letters, bii 
that was dictated in a franker or more friendly spirit. 

I am, dear Sir, Itesp^ yours, 


Tiios. Kit 
Richmond, Fch. 


As soon as all the persons of this drama had come forv 
Calhoun with his pamphlet, Gen. Jackson with a few s 
statements in the Globe^ and. Messrs. Crawford, Foi*syth, ai 
ton with their letters and explanations, I published this ( 


[Prom the V. States Telegraph, Feb. 20.] 


Me. Van Buren to the Editor oe the Telegraph. 

Mr. Van Buren transmits the enclosed to the Editor of the Un‘ 
Telegi*apli for insertion in his paper of tomorrow. 

February 25th, 1831. 

Mr. Van Buren desires us, in relation to the correspondence b 
Vice President and various other persons which has recently a] 

mnke the followinf}* striteTnent in his behrilf. 



t ht‘ 1 la 1 fUnitun in ulii'H Ui-a. 

aiul tli{‘ yciiv of’ that ah‘rlii>ii. 11 h* imiih'!Ilaf•- * 
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unlViandly |>a!l in Mr. M«air'>n' !«•', i-, 
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StaU's, sa\'n ptn'liaps soniou hat lo' <a»rd!.ilh jii 
tin* support id’ ( h*n. flark-i»n, tai l In* anio i irk* I ^ 
ilati* for tin* \'irt* lh'i*dth‘in'\\ and Itsiiind t‘» tin* 
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son ami Mr. ('alhoun am! a di nii'f <bnnm'!J <«f 
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Callioun’s reflections satisfied him that in the account which h 
given to Hamilton of the proceedings in the Cabinet he had ni 
mistake which, if published, would in all probability render nece 
a further and unreserved disclosure of those proceedings in 
integrity, like that which, in the sequel, he felt himself constra^ 
to give in his ^ appeal.’ The certain consequence of such a step ^ 
have been,, as he could not doubt, to involve him then in a qi 
with Gen. Jackson, as it did involve him when it was after 
taken by the publication of the ^ appeal.’ - This he was for ot 
reasons anxious to avoid—for which purpose the only resour< 
any existed) w^as the interdiction of the publication of what h 
already said and the refusal to add further disclosures, on the g] 
of the sanctity due to Cabinet proceedings. By this course the 
lation of the disturbing proceedings would, at the worst, be 1 
chance, and if Hamilton, after it had slept for two years, ha 
shown Forsyth’s letter to Lewis manifestly as a matter of curi 
that revelation might never have been made. 

This was the construction ultimatel^y placed by most disinte: 
and fair minds upon all the assertions and inuendoes, statement 
counterstatements in the case, and the conviction became genera 
what plotting there was had been directed by other hands and , 
at the destruction of a different individual. In all my subseque 
litical contests the charge of concocting and engineering that f{ 
conspiracy was never revived against me, unless the vague and r 
allusions on the occasion of the rejection of my nomination as 1 
ter to England—^when the use of the charge was in keeping w: 
original object, may be considered such a revival. 

I did not see any of the papers contained in Mr. Calhoun’s 
phlet before its public appearance in February 1831, but had, 
way I have described, received general impressions in respect tc 
contents. Our intercourse, consequently, became daily more anc 
formal and ceased altogether after I had read that work. Fror 
time until the extra-session of Congi^ess in September 1837, a ] 
of between six and seven years, our relations were those of 
guised hostility. At that session ho supported the principle ai 
recommendations of my Message to Congress openly, ably, and 
out reserve. This was no holidav determination, promising i 


390 


AMIOini’AX {I IS'J’nKU ' H‘I \ rit >x. 
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next ill December 18395 wlieii tlie personal reconcilatioii between Mr. 
Calhoun and myself became publicly known. The debates on both 
occasions have been carefully and impartially reported by Col. 
Benton in the second volume of his TMrhj Yeaa'^'^s View, and are un¬ 
usually interesting, the lines of attack and defence extending to 
the entire political lives of both Senators and exhibiting on both 
sides thorough preparation and extraordinary ability. 

On the first occasion the previous personal relations between 
Mr. Calhoun and myself had been harshl 3 ^ coininented upon, as 
respected the former, at the very threshhold of the debate but the 
reconciliation had not then taken place. Wlien that became pub¬ 
lic Mr. Clay forthwith lugged it into the discussions of the Senate. 

Mr. Calhoun brought forward a Bill authorizing the cession 
of certain portions of the public lands, which he had introduced 
before any of the occurrences here referred to, notwithstanding 
which fact, Mr. Clay enquired of him Avhether the measure now 
brought forward was favored by the Administration and based 
the enquiry upon the rumored change which had recently taken 
place in the personal relations that had so long existed between 
the Senator and the President. This was followed by a succes¬ 
sion of thrustings and parryings upon various points, spirited, and 
not wanting in an undertone of bitterness. After some protesting 
against the indecorum of Mr. Clay’s course in dragging his per¬ 
sonal relations before the Senate, Mr. Calhoun felt himself con¬ 
strained by his persevering personality to enter into an explana¬ 
tion of what had taken place between us so far as that had any 
public bearing, and it is due to him that I should give it in his 
own words. 

I will assure tlie senator, if there were pledges in liis case, there were none 
in mine. I have terminated my long-suspended pei^onal intercourse with the 
President, without the slightest pledge, understanding, or compromise, on 
either side. I would be the last to receive or exact such. The transition 
from their former to their present personal relation was easy and natural, 
requiring nothing of the kind. It gives me pleasure to say, thus openly, that 
I have approved of all the leading measures of the President, since he took 
the Executive chair, simply because they accord with the principles and policy 
on which I have long acted, and often openly avowed. The change, then, in 
our personal relations, had simply followed that of our political. Nor was it 
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opponents, he would repeat what he had said, at the last sessi< 
object. It is, said he, to obliterate all those measures which hac 
in the national consolidation school of politics, and especially tl 
famous American system, w''hich he believed to be hostile to the 
and the genius of our political system, and the real source^ of 
orders and dangers to which the country was, or had been, subject, 
he was for giving the government a fresh departure, in tlie directi< 
Jefferson and his associates would give it, were they now alive and : 
He stood where he had always stood, on the old State rights gi 
change of personal relation, which gave so much concern to the 
far from involving any change in his principles or doctrines, g 
them.^ 

° The declaration of Mr. Calhoun that he was induced 
my Administration, then in the third year of its exis 
course of which he had minutely watched under the in 
extreme prejudice, by his desire to co-operate in a system 
iires designed and well calculated “ to obliterate all measii 
had originated in the ISTational Consolidation school of 
w’hich he believed to be “ the real source of all the disc 
dangers to which the Country was or had been subject,- 
give the Government a fresh departure in the direction 
Jefferson and his associates would give were thc.y now 
at the helm,” was certainly a compliment of great vali 
from such a source. My motives in settling and pron 
course could not have been more ably or truly delineated, 
the same debate wanting in a marked expression of person 
from Mr. Claj^ towards myself even whilst he censured Mr 
for supporting my policy. At the very commencement < 
raignment of that gentleman for his desertion of the W1 
after repeating some violent speeches about me which Ik 
upon him, he thus spoke for himself: 

Who, Mr. President, are the most conspicuous ofc* those who 
pressed this bill upon Congress and the American people? Its drj 
distinguished gentleman in the white house not far off (Mi\ Van 1 
indorser is the distinguished senator from South Carolina, luu-e pr(‘s 
the drawer thinks of the indorser, his cautious reserve and stil 
r>revent us from knowing. But the frankness of the indorser has 
in the same ignorance with respect to his opinion of the drawer. II 
expressed it upon the door of the Senate. On an occasion not v( 
denying him any of the noble qualities of the royal beast of the 
attributed to him those which belong to the most eraftv. •mos^ 
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chief magistrate of a great people, a generous and liberal hospitality. An a 
quaintance with him of more than twenty years’ duration has inspired n 
with a respect for the man, although, I regret to be compelled to say, I dete; 
the magistrate.^ 

The word ‘detest’ expressed without doubt the Speaker’s dii 
approbation of my official conduct with exaggerated emphasis i 
an offset, for the gTatification of his followers, to the personal con 
pliment; which latter seems indeed a bold and hazardous explo 
when one recalls the descriptions of the desperate wuckedness < 
my political designs with which Mr. Clay and his associate oratoi 
had long labored to excite the Country. It is apparent that 1 
felt the political necessity of taking back with one hand what 1' 
bestowed liberally and genially with the other. 

I invited Mr. Calhoun to my table and he and his family fr( 
qiiently broke bread with me, our intercourse at once assuming 
friendly and familiar footing. I felt that he had made me tl 
amende honorable in the face of the Country and in a way wholl 
free from exception. The prejudices I had naturally imbibe 
against him on account of previous transactions were as elfectuall 
wiped from my mind as if they had never existed. He supportc 
my Administration during the residue of my term and his Stal 
gave its vote in favor of my reelection—^that being the first time i 
twelve years that she had voted for the Democratic candidate. Witl 
drawn from Washington by the loss of the election I never saw M 
Calhoun again, but nothing occurred to give a character to oiu: pe 
sonal relations different from that which we had ourselves given 1 
them, until the time approached for the designation of the Dem< 
cratic candidate for President for the election of 1844. 

It was perhaps not surprising that Mr. Calhoun should, imd( 
the circumstances I have narrated, not only have thought liiinse 
entitled to the nomination but have also thought that I ought n( 
to permit my name to be brought forward in opposition to hiii 
He was slightly my senior in age and altho’ not earlier in tl 
political field had much sooner become conspicuous in Federal po1 
tics than myself and had been twenty years before supported fc 
the Presidency by a respectable section of the party. If for 
season at variance with a majority of its members, he had returnc 










expected from day to day and Ms non-arrival gave rise to nr 
disappointment and to various conjectures as to its cause. I 
not think proper to enlighten my worthy host, altho’ I well unc 
stood the circumstance to be an evidence of Mr. Calhoun’s de 
mination, and however I might and did deprecate a new rupt 
in that quarter I could only regi’et it. Mr. Calhoun’s friends 
Cdiaiieston, in addition to many other acts of unaffected perse 
kindness, united with some gentlemen who were politically ^ 
disposed toveards me, independently of his views, in inviting 
to a public dinner which I declined, in conformity with my 
variable practice. He continued his opposition in various wi 
one of which will necessarily be referred to in spealring of aiiof 
matter, until my name was withdrawn from the National Com 
lion when his friends, who had until that time attended it as s] 
tators, had their names entered as delegates from South Caro' 
and took part in its action. 

Whilst it would be idle to deny that the agreeable feelings exc 
by the reconciliation which had succeeded to many years of enm 
between Mr. Calhoun and mj?^self, were somewhat blunted by tl 
transactions I still do myself the justice to say that they were 
eradicated. I could not with justice impute to him much bla 
after his long and, having regard to what is considered the iilt 
Thule of political life, adverse career, for wisliing to prever 
]ioinination the defeat of which ° might enure to his own adva 
ment, and I knew of no steps taken by him to promote his wi, 
the employment of which would not, as the world goes, have I 
deemed allowable. I saw therefore no cause of personal host: 
in his course neither was any such feeling engendered in my br( 
although, from 1844 to the period of his death, there was no ir 
course between us. 

This whole affair was jperhaps as satisfactorily disposed o; 
could be expected among eager and excited politicians. All 
remains to be done in respect to it and to kindred matters ( 
common origin, such as nullification and the rejection of my n 
ination as Minister to England, none of which would, in all p 
ability, have ever arisen, certainly not at that time, but for 
Eaton wibrocjlio^ and in most of which Mr. Calhoun was a pr< 
nent actor, is that the facts in respect to them should he well as 
tained and correctly recorded. 


® MS. IV, p. 60. 
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I am speaking, without ground of complaint on the part of an 
Altho’m}^ narrative combines the disadvantages of being told by 
party interested in the scenes I describe, with the advantages - 
having been a contemporary and eye witness, I aim only to do justi 
on all sides under the guidance of the first and fundamental law 
history as declared by Cicero, that it should neither dare to sj 
anything that is false, nor fear to say anything that is true 

The ^^Plot” having exploded, the lyrocliure got up by the Co 
gressional printer (Duff Green) and hawked about by Congression 
messengers, lay on public and private tables a Ca'put 'inortuu 
exciting little feeling other than pity for the weakness in whh 
it was engendered. I might be pardoned a momentary feeling 
exaltation when I saw my bitter and remorseless enemies strugglh 
in the toils which they had prepared for my destruction; I certain 
had reason to rejoice that so fitting an opportunity had been pi 
sented to place my conduct—such as it really had been on an occasi( 
which might have offered strong temptations to an intriguing po' 
tician—fairly before the Country and to contrast it with the ii 
tiring machinations against me. This was a point of peculi 
importance, as the efforts to fasten impressions upon the popul 
mind of a capacity and disposition on my part for iDolitical intrig 
had met with a greater degree of success than had attended oth 
calumnious assaults upon my character, and to have the falsity 
charges of this description so satisfactorily demonstrated at a ni 
ment when those impressions w’-ere upon the point of doing me t 
greatest harm was both useful and gratifying. 

N’or was the prospect of the personal and political advantages 
be derived from my continuance in office without allurements. T 
Eaton affair, which had been the plague spot of Administration di 
ing two years past, had lost its interest or suffered eclipse, and offer 
no further embarrassment which might not be ended, if it becai 
expedient, by sending the immediate parties on a foreign mission, 
was afterwards done, and the so considered refractory members 
the Cabinet might have been left in possession of the pageantry 
their official positions so long as they did not, by complicity with 
enemies, obstruct the course of the Administration, or they mig 
have been dismissed, without the slightest disturbance, when th 
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mi^ht- liopi* to dieeo\er rtnaadt In m\ enrdial ro i 
madei the (‘uin*e td sueh a warfare ii|>ou the \diuin5 ii.i 
honest (dd man who liad tle\oted the renmanf <4 I 
stren^dh to the pnldie mow iei* and upon tie* infer,, t of 
eominit4tal to hi', eharffe, tht* idea mininated •.! |e inn: 
<dli(a‘ to w'hieh I had been apfHunted. M\ tmiujei liilr v 
im‘reasi‘d .stuisibly Ij} the re!!e‘liu!i tlial ! bad !»een t 
similar assault-, befoia* I eame t«» \\‘a hiii^dMn, and fhaf 
by the ehan|Ln‘ in my field of aetinn to tlirow oil the hom 
ptu’sotnil eharnetiu* i >. Imntetl down. I wa. for mair, 
in thesemiee of my .state perdnentl\ etnreed with m: 
ac‘tion of tin* appoint ini/ power for m\ own ad wine.a 
was thoron|/hl\' vniwrimi- tliat tlmre wa ie4 .ate ,neni 
porarics who estimated a bmluli a ! ilid tiie id. ini 
applianeir-s m* wlio wa more di inelmed h} t i fe and 
than my.ndf to lataldle in them. Sueh me** ant d^foi 
to till* thoumnd vtevafion- in whii’h oiriei;il tafioii i • 
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from wliat tliey saw of me in public, but which nevertl 
me at times heartily sick of public life; so much so t 
determined, during successive winters, to throw up the o 
in the spring and to confine my future exertions to my 
These resolutions as they were from time to time form< 
subject of discussions in iiiy family and occasionally co] 
to mv friends: the latter however did not believe in i 
had perhaps no right to expect them to do so as, thro’ 
easily appreciated than described, I myself had so oi 
dieted my professions by my action when the time 
carrying them into effect. They v/ere notwithstanding 
cere. Of the frequent occasions on which I was thu 
inclined ’ one occurs to my recollection as I write to v 
refer. T\Tiilst holding the offices of State Senator au 
General, I was one afternoon about to return to A 
Schenectady whither I had been called by business. I fo 
Aaron Burr at the hotel enquiring for a conveyance to 
as I travelled in my own carriage I offered him a seat, 
was after his return from Europe and when his fortu 
their lowest ebb. Our drive occupied us till a late hour 
ing during which I was entertained much by his free, 
characteristic observations. Whilst somiding me in re 
jmlitical expectations, of which he was pleased to say 
tary things, I surprised him by the remark that I thoug] 
up politics and of devoting myself to my profession an 
that view I meant to resign my place in the Senate in 
spring. He was curious to know my reasons and I gave 
spirit I have here indicated. After a brief reflection h 
Sir! you have gone too far to retreat. The only alte 
to you is to kiclv or to be kicked, and as you are not ; 
to prefer the latter you will not resign!” 


CHAPTER. XXIX. 


My career in State politics had been in general successful and in t 
end signally such. After competing for a quarter of a century, t 
greater part of the time as the undisputed leader of my party in i 
County and State, with such men as De Witt Clinton, Ambrc 
Spencer, Abraham Van A^echten, William AV. and AViUiam P. V 
Ness, Elisha Williams, Thomas P. Grosvenor, Thomas J. OakL 
John Duer, Chancellor Jones, David B. Ogden, Harry Croswe 
Solomon Southwick and AVilliam Golden, mutatis mutandis^ I L 
the service of the State for that of the Federal Government wi 
my friends in full and almost unquestioned possession of the Sh 
Government in all its branches, at peace with each other and ovt 
flowing with kindly feelings towards myself, and not without ho 
that I might in the sequel by good conduct be able to realize simi 
results ill the enlarged sphere of action to which I was called, 
soon found, howevei", that in respect to the practicability of carryi 
into effect the best intentions there was a peculiar difference 1 
tween the two systems, which young Statesmen will do well to hi 
in mind. Whilst the public functionary connected with the Sti 
Government acts almost under the eyes of and in constant inti 
course with those who are the judges of his actions and consequen 
has full opportunity to enable them to appreciate his motives, unc 
the General Government the actions of the otScial are, with ve 
few exceptions, to be passed upon by men a vast majority of wh* 
can have no personal knowledge on the subject and who must wei 
his conduct at a distance and decide from report. Having lean 
to estimate at its true value this important distinction and c( 
viiiced by experience and observation of the aggravated effects wh 
it promised to long continued harping, upon the old theme, e\ 
false as it was, I felt that my success was at least doubtful. It shoi 
be borne in mind that in the days when this conclusion was arri^ 
at resnect was vet mainta*ned * the oblimtion of G ve imen 



Having accepted a high and responsible official trust, ] 
conscious that I was not at liberty to permit personal con 
to control my course in resigning it, and I certainly did 
to do so. The success of Gen. Jackson’s Administratic 
own tranquillity and comfort were to be promoted, in my 
by that step, nevertheless views and considerations of sel 
themselves in all my deliberations in regard to it; it W8 
sible to exclude them altogether and to say how far I was 
by them would require a greater proficiency in self-know 
I pretend to. They at all events mitigated the sacrifice i 
the course on which I decided when stimulated afresh by 
intrigues and calumnies by which I had been for two 
rounded, I recurred to my often formed and often abanc 
liition to retire from the political field. 

This is as full and as correct a view as it is, at this h 
my power to give of the opinions and feelings under v 
signed the office of Secretary of State, a step which, fron 
at the time entirely unexpected, produced much excitem 
my opponents found or affected to find impossible to co 
and which my friends did me the honor to regret. It 1 
to me, under present circumstances, proper to give it, 
may be deemed of a nature to attract approval or disa| 
qua]if 3 ?^, or to confirm the opinion heretofore formed of n 
on the occasion. 

The only inmate of my household at the time, besides tli 
was my son Colonel Van Buren, to° whom alone I confi( 
tention and who after hearing my reasons, unhesitatingly 
in them, notwithstanding the professional and social i 
which he derived from my official position and residence 
surrounded him with strong inducements to regret the f 
about to take. A fit occasion to break the matter to the 
was only waited for and that I looked to find during ( 
frequent rides. Several however occurred and passed I 
my having had the heart to broach the subject and as 
from each with the business undisposed of I was recei's 
good humoured laugh at my expense by my son. My 
arose exclusively from my apprehension, I may say coi 
of the pain the communication would give to the Genera 
occasion we were overtaken by a severe thunder storm v 
pelled us to take shelter in a small tavern near the race c 
to remain there several hours. His spirits were on that 

cm,/) nil mni* wav Ollt llA ST>okp. fAplino*lv nf ill/: 
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I was myself not a little confused by the wariutli anc 
of his exclamation, but after a few moments of silenc 
pose my thoughts I returned to the subject. His express! 
as it was natural they should in the fix'st instance, to 
pispect and bearing of the suggestion. The idea presc 
mind was that of sacrificing his friend to appease the c 
enemies than which nothing could be more revolting to 
I therefore hastened to say that my faith in the extent 
of his friendship had no limits—^that I knew as well as 
thing that he would sooner endure any degree of person 
injustice and persecution than consent to my leaving’' the 
any object or for any reasons save such as were by the ol 
honor and of patriotism made bindiug upon both of 
would immediately perceive that our personal feeling's f 
were not worthy of consideration^ under the circiiinstaiK 
we found ourselves, when compared with the greater 
what we both and especially what, fromjhe higher clmi 
trusts he had assumed, he owed to the Country and tx 
whose agents we were. Undoubtedly there were many an 
points to be calmly and carefully reviewed before avc c( 
arrive at a correct conclusion on the main question, ar 
him that I had not ventured to disturb his feelings by tb 
I had made without having long and anxiously cons 
every possible aspect and that, if he would give me a pat 
I thought I could satisfy him that the course T had po 
perhaps the only safe one open to us. He agreed to 1 
in a manner and in terms affording small encouragcmc 
success of my argument. I proceeded for four hours, 
only to brief interrogations from him, to present in de 
sons upon which my suggestion was founded, extending 
and, as far as I was able, a clear review of the public i 
of our own duties and feelings involved in the matter. 1 
of it we passed without notice the Tenally Town gate, a 
the limit of our rides in that direction, and did not read 
long after our usual dinner hour. He heard me through 
with patience but with deep interest. In returning be as 
were my own views, as to the future, if he should accept 
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that you are satisfied that it is best for us to part. I sh: 
stay with you, but, feeling that I have now performed 
duty in this particular, I shall stay with pleasure and pe 
alacrity whatever it may become proper for me to do.” 
my hand, and exclaimed You must forgive me, my fri 
been too hasty in my conclusions—I know I have—say no 
it now, but come back at one o’clock—^we will take ai 
ride and talk again in a better and calmer state of mind 
him with his usual punctuality already mounted at tl 
pointed. We w^ent again over the whole subject—^lie takii 
and I contenting myself with full answers to his in 
pressing nothing. On our return he asked my permiss 
suit with Post Master Oeneral Barry to which. I agree 
similar consent in respect to Major Eaton and Lewis. On 
ing day he told me that they had considered the mati 
and had all come to the conclusion that I was right; tha 
to be with him in the evening and he wished me to join th 
leaving home I ordered supper to be prepared intendh 
them back wdth me, and after an hour or two with th 
we adjourned to my house. U]) to this time the idea 
resignation had not been thought of by any one a 
knew or had reason to believe. It was a consummation 


be wished but one I would have assuitied to be hopeless r 
reason, I suppose, had never givTii it a moment’s enterta 
such would have continued tO’ be the case if my attention 1 
called to it by himself. MoreoAT^r I never doubted, as 
where said and as the result proved, that my resigm 
disarm hostility to him and would thus answer ever 
purpose. On tlu^. way to my house the, Secretary of W 
stoiiped us and addressed us nearly in these words: 
this is all wrong! Here wo have a Cabinet so remarkabl 
reejuired all of the General’s force of character to carr 
there is but one man in it Avho is entirely lit for his pi 
are about consenting that he should leai^’c it!” Eaton’s c 
disposition and blunt style left no dou1)t that he said e; 


he thought, but the only answer he received Avas a loud 
the rest of the party. After getting within doors hc^ 









CHAPTER XXX. 


Among the interesting and critical questions encountered by 
Administration of Gen. Jackson, altho’ not disposed of before I 
Washington, the most important was that involved in the princ 
of nullification set up by South Carolina and acted upon by 
State to an alarming extent but finally abandoned in consequenc 
the firm stand taken bv the Federal Government under the direc 
of the Pi'esident. To do justice to the principal actors on both s 
of that profoundly exciting question it is necessary to look back 
only to the opening scenes of the Administration but to a still eai 
period. Mr. Calhoun was without doubt deeply moved on the sul 
of the tariff laws and particularly so during the year 1828, w' 
was that of the election of Gen. Jackson to the Presidency and 
of the extravagant tariff bill passed the preceding winter. I 
opportunities to witness the extent and to become satisfied of 
sincerity of his solicitude. He walked me again and again arc 
the Capitol and through the streets of Washington, after it 
known that I intended to resign my seat in the Senate to becor 
candidate of the office of Governor of New York, pressing the 
ject on my attention and evincing, as I thought, a morbid sensib 
ill regard to it. 

With my hands tied by the instructions and well uiidersi 
sense of my State, notwithstanding my individual repugnance to 
whole system I could only inculcate patience and forbearance, ad 
which it was very evident fell upon unwilling ears. He was do 
less at that time brooding over some energetic movement by wj 
the then course of legislation might be arrested in a way in wj 
he would be less harassed by difficulties arising from his own 
action on the subject. 

Democratic Administrations have always found the tariff a 
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tern. Tucker,^ a Southern man, was Chairman of the Co 
by which it was brought before Congress with so much 
1818. Lowndes and a host of inferior Southern lights, sust 
and President Monroe yielded, after a struggle, his earh^ i 
ter principles for its advancement. Of their agency in behal 
protective system, quite as much may be said and of Slav 
tation we shall have a more appropriate place to speak, whe: 
be seen that even there the force of Mr. Plammond’s declaral 
not be found to fail. 

If Mr. Calhoun had been blessed in a larger degree with th^ 
ness of soul which finds gratification in the acknowledg} 
error—if he had said, openly and franldy, to his Northern t 
I contributed to the introduction of this principle of protect 
our legislation, believing that it would work to the general ad 
but experience has shown that your section of the Country 
advantages from it to which ours can never attain, that it 
contrary, enures to our injury, and that it bears within itself i 
for its abuse not at first foreseen but which the love of mo: 
always induce those interested to seize upon to make bad W( 
with such declarations, the truth of which could not have beer 
verted, he had appealed to the justice and fraternal feelings a 
gations of the North, perseveringly, in season and out of sc 
Cobden appealed to the landed interest of England, he mi 
established for himself an enviable renown and for his cause 
assurance if not the immediate enjoyment of triumph. But h( 
to attach as much importance to being consistent as to being 
perhaps more, and a large and an unprofitable share of his 
say it with deference to his conceded and unquestionable abilii 
spent in defending his successive positions by showing th 
sistency with each other. For these and other reasons he wi 
posed to trust himself in the beaten track but sought for 
enterprising as well as a more striking course, one which won 
top all past discussions and processes relating to this subj 
this frame of mind his attention was naturally attracted to tl 
oraJble pi’oceedings of Jefferson, Madison, Taylor of Oarolin 
las- and their compeers of Virginia and Kentucky in respec 
alien and sedition laws, and his ambition, [was] as natural 
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to the Statesmen and to the States I have named, and if he i 
his associates had adhered to the model by which they claimed 
be guided that laudable ambition might have been abundai 
gratified. 

The anniversary of the birth-day of Thomas Jefferson, a ii 
appropriate day if such had been his design, was selected for 
commencement of the movements he had in view. The circi 
stances under which that day was, for the first time, seized u] 
for special commemoration; the extent of the preparations t 
were set on foot to give to the proposed festival extraordin 
celebrity and the names of the men most prominent in those pi 
arations contrasted with the ominous suddenness of their revere 
for the memory of Jefferson combined to attract the attention 
well informed bystanders and especially of those whose provi 
it was to see to the faithful execution of the laws. Neither 
President nor myself were inattentive observers of these signs, 
made them the subject of frequent conversations. Weighing tl: 
in connection with the® ambiguous intimations to me and mor 
speculations of Mr. Calhoun in 1828, my mind was strongly 
pressed with a belief that some irregular and unauthorized i 
ceedings were contemplated which might menace the stability 
the Union. We were slow to believe that gentlemen with wl: 
the Virginia principles of Ninety Eight had, until quite recen 
been in very bad odor would have become on the instant cordii 
disposed to cany them out in the pure and catholic spirit in wl 
they were originally adopted by that noble old Commonwealth, : 
the suspicion was therefore irresistible that it was designed to 
the Virginia model and a mask or stalking horse, rather than as 
armor of defence; and we doubted the ability, even conceding 
desire, of some of Mr. Calhoun’s associates, who shared largel;^ 
his coimcils and who would be likely to take the lead when i 
of violence became the order of the day, to preserve sufficient i 
control to keep themselves within the pale of the Constitution. 

The subject was one which in every aspect required the utn 
prudence and circumspection on the part of the President, j 
having both accepted invitations to the Dinner we agreed to ir 
fir t at his office to consider the course proper for him to pui 
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that was for a long time carried on between the Georgict rctdici 
as they were called, on one side, and the South Carolina lax 
elina.rians'^^ on the other, through the medium of certain article 
a Georgia newspaper over the signature of Trio/’ and the strict 
in reply attributed to the pen of Mr. McDuffie, a noble hea 
man who carried to his grave the injuries received in a duel g] 
ing out of this contest. 

The nature of the discussions and of the principles advocatcc 
the contending parties may be inferred from the following ext 
from the papers attributed to Mr. McDuffie: 

The States as political bodies have no original inlierent rights—that 
have such rights is a false, dangerous and anti-repubUean assumption, v 
lurks at the bottom of all tbe reasoning in favor of State-rights. 

Gov. Troup saw and understood what was going on around 
and recognized the hand by which the wires were moved, and dc 
less his silence was caused by an indisposition, to use a hoi 
phrase, to train in that company. But when called upon from 
Chair for a toast, he was ready and prompt to show that in dev( 
to State-rigiits and in distrust and dislike of the Federal Go\ 
nient there was. not one among the new or old professors of that J 
wdio went beyond him. He gave 

The Government of the United States: Witli more limited powers tlia 
Republic of San IMarino, it rules an Kinpire more (‘xteiided than the It 
with the absoluteness of Tiberius, with less wisdom than Augustus am 
justic'e timu Trajan or Ihe Antonines. 

The first three volunteers were: 

—By President Jackson. 

Our Federal Union—it must be preserved. 

—Bv Vice President Calhoun. 

«./ 

The Union—next to onr liberty the most dear; may we all remember 
it can only be preserved by respecting the rights of the States and distril 
equally the henetit and l)urden of the Union. 

—B}^ myself. 

IMutual forbearance and reciprocal concessions; tliro’ their agency the ' 
was established—the patriotic sx)irit from which they emanated will fc 
snstain it. 

The comiuon j^oint at which all these toasts Avere directed- 
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hift fi/f/t fff‘i tlinl it ua- iiuu‘h («> i\\. in r(‘ply to t!u‘ aullu 
of NoniF of tlu‘ pi'inaalinL^ inaaits, \\ o!! may cannplain of i 
tariff auti prrliap-^ \sith rra’omlmt -u hmir a- it i- tlu‘ law it .shall 
miainly In* maiiifaima! as m\ mama i-- Amlraw Jack.'im ' If ’ 
(’lianyt* tla* ad<!r<*s- ^o as to make' il appiiaahh* to tlu* prim-ipal ^vttc 
upof iIh' mratiumfhat was pnahsih}* what tlii* Pra-idtmtV toa t u 
di'mirntal t(» >ay. 'To that caal was it aomau’linl aiitl for that. piirp< 
^^as it 

TAT'Isa vm.2 1!T 
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The appointment as Envoy to Eussia of John Randolph, of 
Virginia, or, as he described himself “of Eoanoke”—^became too 
conspicuous a feature of the early years of the Jackson Admin¬ 
istration to he XDassed by without notice. Early in the autumn of 
1829 the President and myself rode out to Arlington to x)ay a 
visit to Mr. and Mrs. Custis and the conversation whilst we were 
there, turned to the subject of Mr. Eandolf)!!, whose name had 
been casually introduced. As we were returning I told my com¬ 
panion that I had a suggestion to make to him which would sur¬ 
prise him and that his astonishment would probably be much 
increased when I assured him in advance that the stej) I was about 
to propose was one which I would neither take myself if I were 
in his place nor recommend to any other President, but which I 
thought he might take altho’ not without hazard. To his puzzled 
look and demand for information I replied—It is to give John 
Randolx)h., of whom we have just been talking, a foreign mission! ” 
He acknowledged his astonishment but expressed a willingness to 
hear my reasons for the suggestion. These I here repeat briefly; 
they referred to the high estimation in which Mr. Randolph was 
held by the masses of the old rejoublicans of Virginia, to his identi- 
ii.cation with that party from its commencement and his abiding 
attachment to it growing out of his active x^^H'ticix^ation in its early 
contests, to the imposing manner in which he had discharged his 
duties as Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means during 
Mr. Jefferson’s first term, and finally to his quarrels with Jefferson, 
Madison, Monroe and Adams which would if he died without some 
further opx)ortunity to exert beneficially the remarkable capaci¬ 
ties, intelligence, sagacity and knowledge of men which he possessed 
leave the world in the opinion that he had been an imxoracticable 
and unprofitable man. I thought that if he were to serve under a 
President with whom he would be very unlikely to quarrel he might 
render useful services and be enabled to avert from his memory 
the rex)roach which would otherwise settle upon it. An object so 
humane and so praiseworthy might, I thought, be appropriately 
41S 
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aiid lunH'fuIIy attt'iiiplt'tl hy (ii'ii, .lafUsou, to which I added a 
stnrn^i; exiiri'ssion oi* the sat isl'act ion I would derive from ha vine' 
made mysedf in any dec'ret' inslrumeulal in its accomplishment. 

My ndeiamee to llu* eaidy struc’U’h's of tlu' rcpuhlicans at a time 
when he was himsidf in ('ong-ress ami when In* had, as I Inna* hefort*. 
di'scrihcd, {irmly voted with them a^ainsi tlu* answer to Pr(*sideut. 
\Vasliiny,'lon’s .spt'cch hi'cansi* {''isln'i* .Vines and his i‘o atljntors had 
.so worded it as (o compel an ('ndorst'inent (d’ measures of which 
they disapproV(*d, (‘vidently toiu'hetl a resptiiisivi* chord in the hia'ast. 
of the l*r(‘sident who repTu'd sijLrnilieantly that if lu* could In* satis- 
lied that In* could he made useful to (lu* ('ountry lu* would c’ladly 
(‘onfer an olHcc*. on ‘’‘duck Kandolph " that In'inc; tin* appellation hy 
which the lal{t*r luul heen familiarly known in (ho.st* early days. 
'I'he (Icneral ado'd me what- we had to idler him; I answt'red the. 
Kns.-ian .Mi--ion, \shich, alllio’ it would e\po-(‘ him (o an nufuN’or” 
aide climate*, was on otlu'i’ accounts to Ik* pri*fcrr(‘d; our relations 
with that (io\(‘rniuent lu'in^'simple and friendly little harm would 
he done if if . hotild turn out (hat ue had made a midaki* in the 
‘.eh*-tion of (he Mini.'de'.r. I athh‘d that a commercial 'I'real.y was 
to he made hetueen US in the ncu'ol iat ioii ed’ uhich (here* emdd not 
he any ilillicidty and when that was a'-coinpli hed otir I'iinoy woidd 
prtdnddy want to come home. 'To tin* t|iu-.tion whether he would 
aci'i*pl, I replied that 1 ludicNed he would m*!wilh laiidiini'hi-. ha\iip,;; 
declare<! that lu* wouhl ue\er vole fora man for l*re. ideut who use'll 
.'dher fork or wlm lta<l he*eu a fore-iLOi Minis.lee; tiled whe*lhe*r Im 
:ii*eepie*d eir uid he Would lu* llilddy ^ratiiied hy llie tdfe*r. 

In a letter to him the* I*re::ide*ul phleeel the eill'er ed’ the* mi-dou 
upon a-. fa\oi*ahle a feudiiiy: as the* truth wouhl l)(*ai*, .'iiyin^^ iluil. 
he wiudil he* eharped with an iniiuirtnut ni*^^o(iation wdde’h wouhl 
reeiuin* hi.*: etirly afte-ntiem, and he* ne*e*e*p(e*d the* appoiuluu’id with 
a jO'oil yraee*,, 

He*fore (he, oe<*nrren<*es which 1 have. dese'riiii*el the* Pre'sideiit. 
inid de*eide‘d to reM*all the sielual Miuis(e*r, .Mr. .Miildle*lou,' on the* 
.‘sde ^'■reaiiul that tlu* eluraliem ed his odieial re-tdele-ue'e* in Russia 
hael ali'e'uely (‘Xtemlcet lievemd wdiai he* e*onsie!e*re'd a prope-r limit, 
ami he'ini; willing to make* (lu* manner td' his return ayre'e-aide (ei 
him, lu* now eeunmunicateel his de*e*itie)n to his frie*nel tiud ncinii' 
hour in 'renin*’: e*e*, Ced. Rut li*do:e,'-' who Wa Mr. Midelh-teui's hrotlie*!'- 
indaw and to (ten. \'an Ne* s' ulo a family eeuineefion, and le-ft 
it to tlu*iu to tiifeirel Mr. Mieldh-ton an oppeirttiuiiy te> (e-nuiiiate* lii . 
mi iem on hi: own applietPioii. It wa ; in !hi way that Mr. Ivan 
deilph' formal appe/mtme*n( wa delavid until (he t.umiiu*!’ ed iH.'iO. 

!l«-tii!. •n Ilf \oliUf .MiaaU'tim. 

■If.tin \t I 1 n>m«"iif-t'*. 

®.Ii>liu 1*. \ lui Nivui. 
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I prepared liis instructions and a draft of a Commercial Treaty 
to which it was morally certain that the Kussian Go^’ernment would 
agree, and met him, at Norfolk, the port from which he sailed, to 
furnish him with such parol explanations as I thought might be 
useful. His friends gave him a public dinner at which he appeared 
to great advantage and he left the Country in unusual spirits. 
His whole demeanor and conversation during our interview at Nor¬ 
folk, served to justify my anticipations of his good conduct when 
he should be placed before the Country in a responsible position like 
that in which he now stood and inspired me with the strongest 
confidence that his Mission would be a successful one. 

But these pleasant expectations were destined to meet with a sad 
disappointment. Distressed by the dangerous illness of his favorite 
Juba and alarmed about his own health, he left St. Petersburgh, 
panic-struck by its climate, for London shoi-tly after his arrival 
at his post, and never returned to it. Other considerations and 
feeling may and very probably did contribute to produce this result, 
but it would now be worse, than useless to speculate about them. 
We did not even then think it profitable to enquire about them re¬ 
garding the dmiouement as conclusively proving his unfitness for 
the diplomatic service and our mistake in selecting him. Smarting 
under a consciousness of the responsibility ho had incurred by his 
precipitate retreat and apprehensive of being abandoned by his 
government in the face of Europe he resorted to an expedient to 
prevent such a result to wliich I believe nothing but a morbid 
condition of mind and body would have tempted him—^lie essayed by 
means of a confidential letter to the President to create discord 
between the latter and myself. This we could only regnet—^but 
it did not occupy our time or relax, in any degree, our disposition 
to do him all the good we could. The flood-gates of denunciation 
and defamation were of course opened upon the Administration by 
the opposition; they had however more ground than usual for theii' 
assaults and we had no right to expect that they would ° forego 
the opportunity to profit by our blunder. Our attention was di¬ 
rected to the discovery of a way by which it might, as far as pos¬ 
sible, be rectified. It was necessar^^ that he should be sustained, 
at least for the time, in order to guard from prejudice the character 
of our foreign service and, by consequence, of our Government and 
fortunately the facts enabled us to do so with effect. The meeting 
of Congress was near at hand when the news of his flight from St. 
Petersburg reached Washington and the subject was thus noticed 
in the Annual Message: 
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Oiir n-lnliiiiis uilli Uu-^siu nr*' m’ ihr tiii>-,i siahli* rhanifliM*. Itaspci-I. Tor Ihiii 
Kiaiiiri' and rujiriili'iirf in its rrinmlsliiji tnuanls tin- rnilial Slalas liavc' li('('Ji sn 
liitpc i>iili*riaiiii>il (111 (iiir par! ainl mi rai'iMiilIx rlifi'Klii'il li\ Hit* iirnscnl Miiipariir 
ainl li>' Ills rimis prciici'i'ssiu* a. tn lia\i' lu’i’iiiui* iiii*iii'p(iral(‘il with llu* 

pulilii’ Ni'iiliiucii! I'l’ flu* i iiitnl Slalt'i. An means will lie lefi mienipltiyetl mi 
uty purl In prnnii'te these i'eelinas iitiil the impnnenieiits nT uhleh Ihe euni- 
niereliit hilerenlirse lu'lWeeli llie iWii t'niintrie.s is Miseeptiiile ami wllieli have 
llerl^e(t inerensetl inipin’litiiee t’rmii mir 't'reuiy wllli Ihe Siiiiliiiie I’erle. 

I Niiieerely I’er.rel tn Int'm'in ynii lluit mir Minister lately emunhsslmieil in 
(hat Ciiurt, mi whnsi* ilisfhpniislieil talents ami preat eviierleiiee in piililie 
llfl'illrs 1 plaee preilt relhinei* hits hei'll enlllpi'lleil hy e\ln'ine ilKlispnsil imi III 
exet'i'isi* a privUepi^ whleh, in eiinsiHineni'i* nl' Ihe e\teii( tn whh'h ills ennslllii 
linli hail heen Inipalreil in the pnlille servlee, was eiuiinillteil In his illseretinn, 
e!' leavhip tetnperarii.\ ills pnst fur tin* aihiuila.".e m' a iimre penial eliiiiale. 

'Pile expeelaiiiMi-. nf ilie ii|i|i(isi{i<m ms to llu* (rtiulilt'. lliis 

Ilaniloliiliian > sfujutth- would eaiise to llu'. Ailndni.-.t I’tit Ion wi'i'P (M'i- 
deiiily iio< :i little luwth-ed hy tliis iretdment td’ it, 1 havt* not. for- 
ynitteii the frankly n\t)\\(‘d a'rtdilletdion wliieli it- tiiVortk'd to old 
.Mr, IhH’iit,' will) had tilled for ntitny yetir:'. tin* re.sponsllilt*. olliee of 
('hief ('lerk of ihe State Dejiartmi'iit. Ih*, had, In*, said, pondered 
niiieh on the t|nw.tion of what eoidd he raid upon the poitd. hy tin'. 
Ih’e ideiit that wotihl relieve the anxielit* <d' hi.*: friends, without, 
eoininy to any satisftietory .-olntion, ;ind he eompliinented me hy 
addine tlnit that, part of the .Me . aye I'endnded him of Mr. Madi.-uin 
who, he thouyht, under, food the it e and Nahie id’ words hetti'r than 
any other nuin. 'Phi-, was a ymai deal to he raid hy a man who 
idoli/ed .lohn (,>niney .VdaUi ■ and doiihlle:.'. the deelaration was in 
: otne decree draw n from him whate\er may he thought of his 
opinioti hy .a yratefnl reeolleetion of my ha\ inm kept, him in Ids 
plaee, a . I did to the end, (horoiiyh old federali -t. as he was, aytainst. 
the renion ,t ranee id* iitaii\ of the i.ftpporiers of the .\dminlst rat ion. 
Hi, nj.pt|(.(iiaidy manner,-, and the truthfnlnes. and inley.rity of hi.s 
eiiaraefer were e peeially in\alnahle in the t'irele of dnile.s he had 
loiiy and well ippdnaryed. 

Wdieii Mr. liundolpli read the Me^ :u.''e, in London, he ; el himself 
to work to annoy me nearl\ a . nnieli li\ IPm kindiu's.'; as he had done 
hefore hy the oppoPifi* enndilet. Hi- yraleftd impnl.t* found vent, 
in a waV thm-» df'-erihed in Ji letter from W'arhinp.ton pnhli .lied in the 
) . Joiirntil uf ('(till nu /'('i, of .Mareh 1 1"‘ isiil ; • 

\\ (• !ia\f iieeii uiUt’h ;uiia eil til iSai. tn ilie as'peaoi Ui'i* anuin;'; as ut' llie well 
Kii..wu .Iiilia, Ilf lUi.ia'iKi*, wlm !ir''iu‘:!il with lum a line ynuii.s lier.se, a present 
til llu- Si-i relari’ ef .Slate foaii .Intm Kamlniph. 

In the nittr e of oiu' ft ieiidly a oeiatioti Ivtindolph hsid fretjuenlly 

piiken Im me id’ lii tud of iiloiiihd hnr i* , nutuherine- at. the time 


I one i I’.e III, 
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of his death more than a hundred, and almost as often pressed me 
to allow him to send me one or a pair. More than a year before this 
occurrence, in answer to one of these requests, I told him that I had 
taken to seA’ere hoi'seback exercise and that if he Avould send me a 
o-ood saddle horse I might accept it, but I heard no more of the 
matter, until the morning referred to in the above extract when I 
Avas awakened by my servant with the information that a man was 
at the door with a horse for me fi*om Mr. Randolph. When I came 
down I found his man Johnny—the successor of Juba,—with a letter 
from Judge Leigh^, Randolph’s friend and agent, informing me^ 
that he had received instruction from Mr. Randolph from London, 
to send me one of his hve year old colts, which he had done. Having 
had no communication with him since his confidential letter to the 
President I was not a little irritated by this additional complication 
in our relations, and directing Johnny to be taken care of until I 
might have time to decide upon my proper course, I walked over to 
the President and stated the case to him, proposing to return the horse 
to eTudge Leigh with a kind note to the effect that I could not con¬ 
sent under existing circumstances to recoiA^e the animal. Referring 
to Randolph’s letter to him I said that altho’ I had, on public ac¬ 
counts, concluded that it was best to take no notice of his conduct as 
it related to me personally, and in reality felt no ill will toAvards 
him, I could not think of accepting a present from him. PerceiAung 
1 snpjAose my excitement, he talked earnestly upon the matter and 
with his usual good sense. He thought I attached too much im¬ 
portance to it—saying that I had done right in regarding what had 
been AAU’itten in the letter to him as the splenetic effusion of a man 
suffering under mental and bodily disease, Avhose future conduct 
might render a cessation of personal intercourse unaAmidable but 
that it would not bo wise to precipitate such a result as I certainly 
Avould do by refusing to accept a present from him. He finally ad¬ 
vised me to Avrite a proper note to Judge Leigh—to y)ut the horse 
in my stable and to trouble myself no further about it; part of Avhich 
1 did and all of aaRIcIi I tried to do. The General Avrote a friendly 
letter to Randolph in ansAA^er to one ho had recently received from 
him, in AAdiich he expressed a kind concern for my Avelfare, and in 
fonvarding the reply thro’ the Department I took the occasion to 
thank him for both the horse and the good wishes. 

'Wlien I met Mr. McLane at Nbav York—he being on his return 
from and I on my Avay to England—^lie gave me a liA^ely descrip¬ 
tion of Randolph’s enmity and of his sevoi*e speeches against me in 
London and prognosticated much trouble in my future relations 
with him. As he drcAV to a close I placed in his hand the folloAv- 

1 BGiijamin Watkins Leigli. 
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iuo- li'tlfr’ IVdin that ^anitKauau wliich {nitiu‘ out in (ho same, pnc.lu't. 

hiiust'ir an<l whirh had <iiily reached me on (h(‘ pri'vious day. 
lie waN, td’ eonr.-e, a pnid tleal imiihainded and proeecahal io make' 
a-->er\-ations (d’ (he arfurany td' liis slaietiieni-s wliieh 1 assuiu'd him 
Were tjidte iiuuet'e-..-.ary arid siiy^yn-sted (.Iiai. (he oi\-in,i>'s out. io wldeh 
he referriMl Innl jti-ol)ai)Iy oeeurred htd'oiH' (he l*i-i>sid(‘n('s Mt 'SSI 
nan'liei! Lomhm, which lie ailnii({i‘d (o have lunm (lu‘ i-a.st‘. 

‘ I am i!o( awari' (ha( Mr. Ivundoljih, a{ any .suhse(|U(‘n(, period, 
spoke unkindly of me. mile-.s his sayin^x-. sliordy lud'ore his dea(li, 
when he had Irhui hrou^jrld- very low hy tlisease, dial. as wi'. miis(, 
jiavi‘ a Hank hi' wouhi radier havi* (In* ('xi-slino* one. at Philadelpiiia, 
(hull a \‘an Bureu Hank a( Ni'W York" wouhl he so considered hy 
oilier... 1 ilid no( (ake il. in (ha|. sen.se myself. Ih‘. lef(. I'hi^hind 
.MHiiirc than he infetided, arriviii”’ a( New ^’ork In (he juiIuiuj) of 
I'^-d ami pnireeded dlreeily (o his home on. (he Roanoke, liy die. 
uiy\ of hiehmond. 

In ,\o\emher id’ (iiat-year he addr('.s.seil his eonsdinenis eoidtnin^ 
him elf mainly (o evplauadons in reo:ard (o his mi.ssion and (o re¬ 
mark-. npim die ;':rea( faUiiiy; <dV in the prosperity, power and inlln- 
I'lK’e (d' iln’ir Stale. Krom (hat pi'riod until h'ehruray ISIU’ he re 
iitained at home uUVriip’; from di-ease and from real ami faiK’ii'd 

' l.tiMuiN, •!li)U‘ ,iit, Ifi.U, 

M % Jil Ml .Sill, 

\ fi‘W it.H'! H 'll 1 l.'.ioa 11 >U!‘ 4>M nt-ri'iilDlili' Irlli-f lit’ llli' IllO' nf .\|1|'1I, il' lllilsiy I 
iilit llihilliHil I'f ^>>111 I I f It (.llii-ni rii.H) nilri-, «ll|ilt llnl V. 11 ll,'i(nl!ilil)a Ilf lllUliml lull willl 
v.tiiili v’l 1 ..n* liHi.-il 1 w II . iiiilii iiiijii rii.ni lit ii.r \t llil'i ill’.liUff wIlli my iuiinTlVi't 

I (ii.'.v U-il,-.. mT Otr I mu ■■ i.r III 111 1 n! liiisui'. n tiiio 111 ' iiri'iUtiiiil uiiifi In tin* In l'^Il^l".;) 
lOl uelUl”!! Silt I'l Util 11 !«l-| .1 t ll.OI'. Oil. ;;l<'|l « lilt'll .mil Jl.lVl' Ollu'll lltllll'ilf! Ill In' 
ii I •! l iu ' if '.mi ii '1 n »i-.nili I'lur i<\ut >-liitriii!i’i', W'H' ft'ti'llil'‘l'lli I’"!’ iliiil lllii'il rtuiiM 
iiiii->f iiiiiiili111.Ill, uU.iiti I t'oo Oiiil III I'liiiniiui' III till' lii'liii of mil' vi'fii't 111' Sliili', 
A (hf i<; |. ii'( *. .m.iii Ml !li*‘ iii.tltii'iil eiiili liv wUuiu 111' Inci l'|••■U Mliiiiini'h'il. I fi'iul Ilii' 
l.tu-i f.lili'h ;i.‘ ‘-'I t-lW'i-ii iMii lilt Iliiil iii-iirilutl wltll llilrirU' lul l‘|■l•■i(, A wllll 11 

fii-HlU: Uiiil 1 Hill |;U-f!l llli.il.ir In ilr illln-, 'i'lii* I'UtlrM* \V lUrtl .V'llI llflVi' lU'l'Kl'rllil'il hi 
iMtll r!r A ti»>' 1‘ Ijll.eiMli !■[ (hr titlii-i' ItU’liihi'l'. iit‘ fill' Culillli't Mill I'l'llilfr It I'l'l'iitml fill’ 

Um)( nf Ui.i! h.iil-. .« i.i.iihf m|' ih'lhiiio if Hill li'i ih'lh’iii'.v ; iti'f’iiitiiltii.: tin l ilo (Im! (In* 
I i> 111 Imi iiT .lit It ;I '1 h’lir jniil niiihluil i II) ri'i'.Mfil lu tlir i.n''i‘i“m1iill \vlll III' 11 
1'.tillKtr eiiiiiijiti' 3)1 Oil- r..i 111 tiiMii nf ih*- m u Mliil'iiiy. Wlinh'Vi'i' tiiji.v lir llii' fi'Miitl I 

il>i lUM'.t rtsi.iifli in.o Oi.iC if mo iMiifrliiulf lu tlu' huiiiiiir iiiid fi'iHiiii' uf Ooti*. .1. iitiil 

III ll'f Ul'lflOf ttf MUi 'UIlllllMn » Miltll I',). . 

or fill' t.luii- I.r i;uii.i.r ••• ••o-u ..r Uii.tlniul a wmilit 1 m> liiiiHi-iHllih' 111 lUvi- It riuTi'i'l 
line*' ■ lull ill il l.'fl. i' I tiKi'.I o i.-r lu ihf lulialniiili' .luiirimlii ui’ l.uuiluti hIiIi'Ii 

till iliinh! ,^Mit illlK li.i-Sif, ') lit' hi'iiiif l‘ii(f.. till Iluhl ullt, 'I'hi'.l Itior In'i n Illi' 
imuif. '.f !'). tt-nliu; 1'. u f hu t?... tf.l uf I’.iirmu'. wlili'h UoiH'l.v iithl Uiuril iiitf-.ral I'l’iilly 
t<>-lji(|i|-i thu 'Ilu-.i'lin 1 Miiati I iiifHi.i'H fhrlll A Ilti-lf i'iaHHfil' tut'. 

t >tiii i'hu! fh.ii o.'.i iui- jil .1 "I ’lisii Ihf hui-i., 11' .lull ':l■l• uur I’rli'iiil Mr. fiiinliri'li-iti', 
).i, .i,f 11..- i.u.t lliiill- .1, ...oU.ilh, lu him. Il 1'. (tu.i itlih- flmi tih' O'r.v wri'li'lii'il Htiih' 
1 .; liii h. .sifh mi. ih I uti ja«. himiIi. r iiiiii'i- lu Ijirupi'. I ui-nl Ullt ;,iiy lluit 1 .’ilintl 

1.. U;., ! h.itS" h' 1" .11 Oi.ui -. 1 . 1 I', h.iiii OmI till- ili'.if.li-uii-i iiliili' uf llillir'i lit Imiiii' 

h: ! a . u « .(.. 111 ... f ■ ?..•)!. f W'li '■.ill lu it fi'tv Uiti'.’t Jilvc lur iiuiri' iit(i!s';lil liilu 

c-... si f OiOi n. -u I .•Hihi ,-!> ill fouu llu' lulbiuiiii' A lUiaimllm' {ii'i'U'iiil uf 

(,J. • ..-u h'O. !j. !■ li.. 1 ■. 

V. .“’i I, : i 'i l.'.ii',. i. i- 111 u' ;'i! - t.tir i.iiilifiil iii't'vV A frluUtl 

.1. U. III.' UilA.Mlhl'!. 
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RcHolvcd, 'riiul t!i(' ulit'^ciaiU'i* (if tii(‘ iicdpli* of ]'irtiiiiiu is (iiu* f<i lu*!’—thul 
1(1 lu'i' this ohctliiMuv' Is dius \vliiU‘ to th(*ni she owes ja-ott'ction apiinst all Iho 
('tinsi'((U(‘iiccs ot’ sad) olit'dioiici'. 

licmilrt'd, 'I’liat wo liavi'sc('ii with dooii ro^^rot, that .l/K/ccir Jacksini, rsijiiirc, 
jifosldonl id' tiu' I’tiitod Stall's, has iioi'ii iiillui'iiffii liy dosUvidii.a coimsollors to 
suhsi'r\o till' iHiriiosos ol' Iholr own p'uilty aiahilioii, t(» disavow ilio jirhioiidos 
to which ho owi'd ids oloxaiiou to tiii' cluot' maaislracy id' tlio f.:ovcram('Ui (d' 
Ihi' i'idtod Stales, aidi io trutisfor Ids real rrioads and suitporli'i's, ianuul 
lumd and I'ool, to Ids and llioii* hilli'ri'st oiiomios, the alti'a l’od(*ralisis uili'u 
I’aidv nllra tarllT- alira iiilornal imja'ovoua'id and Ilaftt'ord convoiitiiin luoa 
iho luddliial sooft'ors at stulo I'iidds, and to lla'If insiruiai'iil, tlu' vi'aal and 
prostllutod iiross, by wldoh they huvo ('iuloti\orod, and hut loo snoccssrully, to 
Inihionoi' and ndsload laibllo oidulon. 

h’csolt'fil, 'riiiU I in/iiiia will lio I’lamd lior own w'orsl ononiy, wlicaovor she 
ci'iisonis to innalior unioiia hot' rrioads, llioso wlm ari' novor tria* to ilu'aisolvi's, 
IdU wlioa ihoy ari' t'alsi' to liioir country. 

h'fsnlvnl, 'I'lidt Ilf uirr it tu jiidirf, uliilf (iiiuiuiu-lnii litis jiurtciltiius ctilih 
IjiililtiiJil lirtifirii i/i iicral .hu'h'snn iiinl tlir lute iilihiillnin il fniltitinil nf his and 
aur rill iiiifs, tn lU'nait tin at iii aiiji drvrlirlion nf jiriiiriidr, and tt> arUmneirdih' 
tin'll liarr hut artrd in tin ir mialinn. 

Itrsidnd, 'I'lait wo cannot oonst*ni to ad"iti iicin<’iidos wtncli \vi' liavo always 
disa\owcd, merely Ix’i'anse they ha\c Itocii adoidcil by llie pi'osidcnl, and ul 
tliouali we lielioio lliat wi' sltall la* In a l'*an and iirosi'rihod nilnoiily, irr iin- 
pnjuiiid aijaiii tn taht up mil' rruss, conlidenl id’ snccoss under that imnnei'. 
Ml hma as wo koep IIk* I’ailh, and can lui\o access (o (he (nildic ear. 

ItiNidiid, 'i'liat wlilie we nlli'ily re|ii'itlmle tin* doi'lrlne of nullllieulton a.s 
otinally weak and misrldeMiit.e, we eaniiot I'oi' that ri'ason cue oiir coiiulonanci' 

1(1 iiriui'iiilos cdually nn!’oniu!cd iitid In llie Idi'lie,.! deer.. to tlio 

liherlie.'i id' tlio iH-oplo. 

Utsnlird, That we hlyldy approve id‘ (In' ndssiou id' llonjaioln Waiivlns i.elrh, 
not only n.s in li^toir i‘spcdicid and ludlcloiii lull a.s iinltinK npou tlie nuui the 
hcHt ({ualided, whethi*r I’or aldlilies, ltdeprily and priiiidptes, (iiorai and petit 
iesil, heyond ali othcr.s In tin* coiniitonwcallli, or in tlu' railed StnlCi, Tor the 
Iduh ardiituis, and delicate task which lia < been devolved ipndt hitn by tin' 
unanimoHN .sidVraui' of the as’cmhly, and as wo hetliwo tlio pcoph*, and whb’h 
he alone in perhaps capahle, froin all ihcNc iMn.sidora!ions nailed ill his jier 
Hon oi' dlscharrln^j with Micce.ss, and reslorin:: lids eonredorali' republic to IIh 
t’ornicr harmony uud union. 

t.Sbua'd! .|en\ Uwiiouai. nf A'ouao/.e. rlniiniianf 

In the .same feohle ridnliliun ln‘ etuheil himself t'l he carriod in 
I’hihulelphia IpV wav of Iiiohmoinl and W'a •hiup;hdi. .V| Iviehmond 
ho mmle u hmo; .sjioooh .siltiiif^ in his ehair, iirai -iiip; W’atKin . Loi^h 
and deiudliiein*^ d'lminas Ivitehio and Unniel \\*eh (op. At .Idn/X" 
Ion In* did iPd (d eiuii’ e* atlep Ins :e\oro doiiunoialnm: oai! njmii 
I’ro idoni daok nn, imt (»iionod a md'Po imndenoo with hint donnind 
iiiptlio poliiPn td‘ 'oU‘Pal li-t1er which he had written tn him sovoi'oly 
a*, ailinp nnlliJioai inn and mdlitier and • poaKiii'r nf mo in a way 
hy tin ntean de, imiod tn he* onmjdimeiitary, tii'uoral daolkscm rt*- 
fn e(i to reinrn (hotn and after annlhop (*tjitally inollVetmil ollnpt 
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Ihfo' his IViciuh Mr. (!()l(l'hiu-oHL''U jt'h:irh* W.j, <tf flic Di-tricf, 
l\iuul<)Ij)li ahiuuhnu'd (lu* jiur:tiit. <’('!. fh-iifitu pn- imI utf tn fall 
uj)()n him assiiriiiij,'lur ihat lu* hail rxinr ;nl an carni* f lii- U'l- tn i-f 
HU'. I (lid so uiul was foiuluctial tn hi I'imI iifi'ln !u tailhliil Jultnuy. 
III'. r('(‘i'i\’(‘(l UK’apparcully, ami 1 I'nuhl imf ilnuht ttulii’nr 

dial kindiu'ss. Al(lu)' vary ill la* muld aluav. talk withtiHt dniui'' 
hinisi'ir injury and wa convt'r rd fnr '-tinta tinu- jaiftaipa!!\ ahtmt 
hhiiiiand and llu' l'hin:li.'-h jianjila; hi* lifi* Inijn iitiaia f in all {!d?i'>- 
haviiijU’aqniiu' ralations, winahai' naar nr n-m.itn, \ahia!i|i‘ tn* trivial, 
.shawinij,’ itsalf uiiahatad in t!ia amua nf nut tni.n v h^ hi. aui 
matnd prttisas of Knaiish -tiddla. and h) the aspra^ mil uf a Impi. 
tind. I had hroiijirlit. honu* witli ma a siippli nf thtust. W'r -hniik 
hands :d. [tarfinir ami I navar.-aw him .'imiia. Ha a.m - d hint .df 
to ha uun't'd to t!u' Capitni \\ hara ha al n took n kimi fairurl! td Mr, 
(’hiy, tallin^Muni tliaf iia ua - a d\iiur nian, and ha uan{ un f<i 1’hd 
tidalphiti, hoping to In' uhh' In ttika tha pa»'kai fnr hhuduud, hut ha 
ilii'd in that <‘ity, :i faw days aflar raaaliiui*' it. 

Mr. Randolph was tin insanilalda man fla- mn t n I i u-j- ktiaii. 
Ilis Inditin dasaant, of whiah, a 1 ha\a al attlmir aid, ha a a mi 
all'aatt'dly proud, wti;. in nothin!* ala, imt ruat in iti h.nk . ,, 
sl.rona’ly displaytal as in hi- inlla\ihh‘ ra i tiinaa in aian, tl on;' ilka 
idti'inpls to ratul his inn(i\‘i". nr (honjdif on p,i.* f i.-nkti’ n. a j ;i,n 
or to ar(|nira. a a'ant'ral knou li'iLaa of hi-, iilinar.t Hiamafi sa.dii 
opposili'. to that fi’tink di pn ilion whtah t;dn- prnla m it-adt, di . 
ahisiira of itKi'lf in parfaal iiiat-rif) In ivliomM.-'n h-ii Im^r ut 
intarrst in kuowin^^ it w;i. (hr aiuimant wltiah inthiam ad him in 
shroudini.^ liinuK'lf, hi- mutiia . Id iiti . and man la tjnoaua-nt . 
in inystary, and to I’a.-ant any uttnupf , hov.at.<-r fin-ndli nr Aafl 
intaiidad, to panatrutt* it or !o nudai- tmd hi afs u n t.-r, !!«- « t 

notwitlmt.'iudini'', alwjiy-. a ■■tud\ to ma and tut nu,- o.-. i duruu' 
otir loiiiis: and alosa iuliniaay, I andatnoiurd to a\.ti} no, .-If nf nu!.- 
inridi'iil. not of aniir a to pr\ into hi-* a.-rat huf to oht.un i .dsmp r 
of till' iniiar ahamlK-rs id‘ tha man' rral rou tiiiilion ah., ,,j| 

oarasions NO ^nv.'d !i piix/.la. Ur nddanl) funiad ttpoa m.-. a if ,.f 
fi'lldad. Siyillk!: I Ulldan.t.iiui voii, ‘ \ oti ai.- aiohUam .. to Innk 
(h'cpar into my di-p‘'‘'i!ion than I am iia linad f,, h-i %,,n fhm.k 

you undarstiiml ma !dra.'id\. hut \o!t ara mi t.da-n, ^ ou Ljm« n*al. 
iu^^ td all ahoiit mi'! 'I’liara ha. hraii }.ut .,i;a p. i .,u in ilia -..uld 
^\]lo undar. .| t»( HI uk' partaafly htd oija ho miHpi <-h«itda. 1 Us*, ‘h.ir 

aatar and tliat par-on ua.s im( uf ihr ,‘arth. auihm" d ha p. r mi 
ha. ttllndad to wa Id.s worths moihrr. of whniu h.- nfjmi .s.-.L.* md 
I'llWilS.s with tila IlllilO'f Insa and V aliarat son : hn! a, aU haia !ja 
:iduplad a nioda nf a\pI■a^. ion I., pjaimt up- f-ma ..-i-.iinh. In..a, 

M.s n t.,. 
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to whom he alluded by avoiding a description of his or her 
j Tfp-as naturally not disposed to inquire further either upon 
or upon the principal poiiit. In a similar spirit he guarded 
Ate. knowledge of the state of his health as much as possible from 
"^^■tlters. While it formed a principal staple of his daily conversation, 
Joerson, however well acquainted with him, could ascertain any- 
very definite or reliable in regard to it. Altho’ this was 
a consequence of its variable character it was also in a great 
an affair of policy. Strange as it may appear to those who 
not well acquainted with this strange man his health was one 
liis weapons of war in the contentions in which he was all his 
involved. It served as a cloak for omissions which he could not 
satisfactorily excuse and its fitful character put it out 
the power of his enemies ever to calculate safely upon his ab- 
^^iTLce or his presence among them on any particular occasion. When 
lAe, -w-as confined to his bod and to all appearances in the extremity 
suffering from disease, there was scarcely ever a certainty that 
lie would not suddenly repair to the hall of the Legislature and 
■fca.l?:e a part in the debates, especially if they concerned a matter 
i-iTL -which he was interested or in Avhich he. could make himself 
I'olt. ^ 

'That he was a man of extraordinary intelligence, well educated, 
Nve^ll informed on most subjects, thoroughly grounded in the history 
rationale of the Constitution and of the Government that was 
Lct-i'iiied under it, eloquent in debate and wielding a power of invective 
sixjDerior to that of any man of his day is unquestionable. Imt with 
ixlX these liberal endowments he lacked a balance-wheel to regulate 
Ixis passions and to guide his judgment. This grand deficiency 
“swXxi.'Ch the whole course of his previous life had given us strong 
x’e-ason to suspect was deplorably demonstrated by the trans- 
0 -.c-fc.ions of which we are speaking. Few men had enjoyed better 
o;ixX^ortunities during ten preceding years to form an opinion of his 
olxo.racter and capacities than myself and the error into which I fell 
'iDoLx-ayed, therefore, an inadequacy of observation or a weakness of 
j[-ixc3.g;ment which I could not too much regret. My mistake was as 
X lx ave said, considering the relation in which I stood to the appoint- 
ixxcxit, a fair subject for the animadversion of my political adver- 
Rttries. They used it to the utmost of their power, tho’ embarrassed 
the difficulty of assigning any improper motive -for the act, or 
jLXiy other ground of attack than an administrative blunder. The 
nsxxal and ready imjDUtation of a design to make political capital 
-i’ox* myself out of the arrangement would have been preposterous 
lix "view of Randolph’s utter destitution of political influence and 
X-fc xvas never made. I might offend one or more of the x^Tominent 
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men of Virginia, who controlled the politics of the State, with every 
one of whom he was more or less—generally the former—at variance, 
by giving him the preference but in no quarter could any influence 
be gained by it or hoped for by any sensible man. I made no efforts 
to avoid the political consequences of the act to myself, but my friend 
the President when it became, at a later day, understood that a trio 
of the leading minds of the Country had combined their influence 
and power to break me down and when charges against me of all 
marketable material were in immediate and active demand, author¬ 
ized one of his friends to say on the floor of Congress that I was, 
in no degree, responsible for the appointment of Mr. Randolph, and 
that the fault, if fault there was, lay exclusively at his own door. 
Certainly, in a constitutional sense, the appointment was his alone, 
notwithstanding my agency in bringing it about, and Gen. Jackson, 
in such matters, acted, throughout his official service upon the prin¬ 
ciple to which I have before referred that all preliminary steps 
on the part of officers subject to his direction w^ere to be thrown out 
of view, so long as he was himself satisfied with their conduct, and 
that the exclusive responsibility for the results rested upon himself. 
But wherever the blame attached it could not amount to much in 
a case where no selfish intent was discoverable and where so many 
palliating circumstances existed. 

Mr. Randolph had grown grey in the public service. Of the 
forty four years which, at his death, had elapsed since tlie organi¬ 
zation of the present Federal Government, he had, I believe, served 
thirty four in one or other House of Congress, and all but one or two 
of them ill the popular branch to which the election was biennial. 
Whatever may have been his shortcomings, by reason of bad health 
and other deficiencies more or less beyond his control, in making his 
exertions effectual, the political doctrines and principles which he ad¬ 
vocated were well adapted to the support of a system like ours—in¬ 
deed those only by which we can hope to uphold it in its integrity. 
The first year of his service as Chairman of Committee of Ways and 
Means, during the fii-st term of Mi^ Jefferson’s Administration had 
illustrated his abilities and his patriotism. It was difficult to doubt 
that a man of his pride and force of intellect, whose perceptions 
were of such sparkling clearness, •would fail to improve a fitting 
opportunity to atone for his intermediate failures and to make the 
closing scenes of his public life as creditable as possible and how¬ 
ever hazardous the event proved it to have been it was at least a 
liumane and liberal j^art to furnish him with that opportunity. To 
one of the inducements to this act of favor which influenced both 
Gen. Jackson and myself—but more strongly the former, from the 
circumstance of his having been sooner in the political field than 
myself,—I have already referred, viz: to that suggested by Ran- 
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speaking, until no quorum remained, which I have elsewhere de¬ 
scribed, and which gradually became more common, he took very 
seriously to heart. I have before explained to what extent and 
under what blameless circumstances I once contributed to this opera¬ 
tion, but I thought nevertheless that I could perceive after that 
occurrence faint symptoms of an alienation of feeling on his part, 
and as no one Imew the absence of unfriendly design in me better 
than himself I ivas forced to attribute his pettishness to an obliquity 
of his nature which rendered him unable to judge fairly any fea¬ 
tures of a matter which had resulted injuriously to him and to 
wliich the action of his friend had innocently contributed. As I 
one day passed the open door of one of the Committee rooms of 
which he had, according to his custom, taken possession to write - 
his letters and so forth, he called me in, declaring that he had some¬ 
thing to say to me. xVfter a few general remarks he took' up a 
letter from his nephew, Di'. Dudley, which proved to treat of 
family difficulties into which he proposed to initiate me. He pro¬ 
ceeded to read a sentence or two and then to make wdiat he had 
read the subject of protracted connnent. I informed him several 
times that business was to come up that day in the Senate to wliich 
I was bound to attend and proposed a postponement of the residue 
until another occasion, but neither my suggestion nor my impatience 
liad the slightest effect upon him. I submitted until the itlea that 
he was in this way punishing me for my conduct in the other matter 
seized my mind so strongly that I rose abruptly from my seat and 
said, wuth some warmth perhaps, “Mr. Eandolph, I must leave you!” 
Ho had turned the key of the door to prevent intrusion but now 
promptly unlocked it and stretching himself to the full height of 
his gaunt figure, said, in a measured tone, “ Good morning, Sir 1” 
I returned the salutation with about equal stiffness and repaired 
to the Senate chamber wdiere I found that I had been waited for. 
At night I received from him a formally sealed and directed en¬ 
velope, covering letters from my boys, and other papers which he 
had asked to be allowed to read, without note or word of any kind 
from himself, which I considered as denoting the cessation nf our 
intercourse. A day or two elapsed before I saw him again, except 
at a distance, but when we did meet he approached me with ex¬ 
tended hands and a smiling countenance as if nothing had hap¬ 
pened to disturb our relations. My intercourse with him as a whole 
was very gratifying and the source of agreeable reflections. Though 
occasionally melancholy and irritable he was generally lively and ai 
times remarkably fascinating. His friendly notes were frequent 
and amusing. . 

I was a good listener, a character which Randolph liked and I was 
not a cross-examiner which he detested; at least not so much of the 
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latter as lawyers often become in society from professional liabit, 
and of what remains of it I liad when I became acquainted with liim, 
he did much to cure me. If during our frequent and long rides the 
subjects of conversation were ordinarily of his own selection and 
if his was much the larger share this was because I was scarcely 
ever otherwise than pleased with his discourse and therefore in¬ 
disposed to interrupt it and not because of any mireasonable lo¬ 
quacity on his part. He avoided, as a general rule, the subjects 
under discussion in Congress, apparently glad to drop them and to 
recreate his mind in fresh fields, except when something of unusual 
piquancy was afoot, and, when left to himself, Virginia, her public 
men of earlier days, her people and her past condition, the character 
and life of his deceased brother Richard, with England and the 
English, were commonly the themes on which he talked better than I 
ever heard another man tall?. Nothing could be more interesting 
than his descriptions of the former prosperity of the Old Dominion, 
the extent and magnificence of the baronial establishments, as he 
called them, especially on the James River and the Appomatox, the 
honorable pride and splendid hospitality and true quality of their 
})roprietors and the contrasts he depicted between those halcyon days 
and the times in which he spoke. Those who only met him in the 
fields of political contention where harsh or railing censure and 
stinging sarcasm seemed his natural and vital atmosphere could not 
have been made to believe the degree of sensibility sometimes rising 
to the silent tear, which he was wont to manifest when dwelling 
on these topics. 

A notice of a remarkable scene in the early life of Randolph, 
which seems appropriate here, renders necessary a reference to the 
political course of Patrick Henry, to whose character and con¬ 
duct before and during our struggle for independence histoiw has 
done full justice. To dwell now upon his admirable bearing at the 
latter period when his heroick spirit in behalf of public liberty and 
his efficient efforts to set in motion the ball of revolution established 
claims upon our respect and gratitude which nothing sliort of posi¬ 
tive dishonor could ever obliterate, would be merely to repeat les¬ 
sons with which our school-boys are familiar. Clear, straightfor¬ 
ward and unflinching in his every act, his course in those days of 
imminent peril and of fearful responsibility was in every respect 
such as left no room for doubt or question in the breast of any one 
among his applauding countrymen. The stand he took in the Vir¬ 
ginia Convention called to decide upon the ratification of the new 
Constitution was no less spirited, unequivocal and firm, but not 
so unanimously approved by those for whom he acted. His dis¬ 
satisfaction with the plan proposed by the Federal Convention was 
unqualified and his hostility to it unmitigated. Others opposed it 
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because it was in their judgment calculated to lead to a consolidated 
government—lie regarded it as a consolidation ex vi termini. He 
avowed his preference for the old Articles of Confederation and 
opposed the new ° plan with the ardor and vehemence that belonged 
to his nature and denounced its incompatibility with the rights of 
the States and the liberties of the People in terms which reminded 
his hearers of the eloquence of earlier days. He exerted all his 
power to prevent its ratification and failing in that he went into 
the succeeding Legislature where the popularity of his course in 
the Convention made his power supreme, defeated the election of 
Mr. Madison as U. S. Senator (who had foiled him in the Con¬ 
vention) and secured the election of two gentlemen as Federal 
Senators, whose sentiments in respect to the Constitution corre¬ 
sponded with his own. By this course he drew down upon him¬ 
self the hatred of the federal party to the utmost extent and was 
held up to public odium as “ a cunning and deceitful Cromwell 
who, under the garb of amendments, sought to destroy the Consti¬ 
tution, break up the Confederacy and reign the tyrant of popularity 
in his own devoted Virginia.” 

The state of mind in which he left the Convention was that with 
which he retired from politics and devoted his time and attention 
to the improvement of his fortune. From that period ’till about 
the year 1795 he was regarded as a member of the republican party, 
a favorite of the old anti-federalists who constituted more than 
three fourths of that party, iind like them, tho’ dissatisfied with and 
distrustful of the new Constitution, was not disposed to throw 
obstacles in the way of a fair execution of its provisions. 

The first surmise to bo found in the writings of the republican 
leaders of any attempts to withdraw him from their ranks is con¬ 
tained in a letter from Mr, Jefferson to Col. Monroe, of July 10th, 
1791), in which he says,—Most assiduous court is paid to Patrick 
Henry. He has been offered every thing which they knew he would 
not accept. Some impression is thought to be made but we do 
not believe it is radical.” (Jefferson’s Works.” Vol. 4, p. 148.) 
I have elsewhere referred to the enquiries L made of Mr. Jeffer¬ 
son in respect to the cause of the great change which had taken 
place in Mr, Henry’s politics, and to his seeming inability or in- 

“ MS, IV, p. in'!. 

'‘Noth.—I n a h'Ucr lo Mv. Short’ ]Mr. .TcITorson says that Henry’s influence in the 
L(!ic;islaluro was oinnijioUuit—that Mr. Madisan, in consequence of his powerful support 
ot tho Constitution, was d<'f(’uti'd for IJ. S. Senator and that Mr. Henry, to prevent him 
(Madison) from heliiK elected to tho House of Representatives, had, in framing the Con- 
gres.sional DisIrlct.s, (aelu'd Orange (Mr. Madison’s residence) to other counties in which 
he, Henry, had great influence. 

‘ Eel), i) 1780. In (he .Tefferson Papers and printed in part in Writings of Jefferson 
(Washiugl'on, 1858), 2, 278. 

"Washington, edition, 1854. Original isi in the Monroe Paix'rs and a press copy in the 
Jefferson Papers. 
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disposition to enter into exjilanations upon the subject. That Henry 
was much fascinated with Hamilton’s financial policy and that in 
the latter part of his life the acquisition of wealth became with 
him a more absorbing passion than politics were nevertheless views 
; of liis position that I received—the former certainly and the latter 

I believe—from Mr, Jefferson, and are considerably strengthened by 
the following extract from a report made to Washington by his 
confidential friends, Edward Carrington and John Marshall, of the 
j manner in which they had executed the commission which he had 

entrusted to them to judge of the propriety of offering to Mr. 
Henry the appointment of Secretary of State, with authority so to 
offer it if they thought best. 

We know too,” they say, “ that he is improving his fortune fast 
wdiicli must additionally attract him to the existing Government 
and order, the only guarantee of property. x\dd to this that he has 
no affection for the present leaders of the opposition in Virginia.” 

Had Mr. Jefferson lived until after the publication of the “ Writ¬ 
ings of Washington ” he would have been able to speak more under- 
standingly on the subject and have seen the extent of the mistake 
under which he laboured at the period of his letter to Col. Monroe. 
He would have learned that as many as three years before the date 
of that letter a plan -was set on foot by Gen. Harry Lee, an active 
and very zealous federal partizan, and at the time Governor of 
Virginia, to ■withdraw Mr. Henry from the republican ranks—that 
it was unremittingly presevered in until the spring of 1799, when 
I for the first time and an occasion of intense interest to be presently 

I noticed, the latter unveiled himself to the people of Virginia, 

repudiated his State-rights doctrines and avowed himself the friend 
and supporter of the administration of John Adams, the alien and 
sedition laws inclusive. 

The history of these proceedings is derived from the following 
sources; viz; a letter from Henry Lee to President Washington, 
dated August 17th, 1794, to be found in the appendix to the 10th 
vol. of the Writings of Washington, by Sparks, page 560; the 
answer of Washington, same volume, p. 431; a second letter from 
' Lee to Washington, same appendix, p. 561; Patrick Henry to H, 

Lee, ditto, p. 562; a private and confidential letter from Washing¬ 
ton to Edward Carrington, vol. 11th p. 78; Washington to Patrick 
! Henry, same vol. p. 81; report of Carrington and Marshall, ditto, 

i pn.ges 80 & 81, and a confidential letter from Washington to Heniy 

' of Jan. 15th, 1799, same vol. p. 387, urging him to offer for the 

State Legislature at the approaching election, with the nomination 
of Mr. Henry as Special Envoy to France by John Adams a few 
weeks after Washington’s last letter. 

127483°—vox. 2—20-28 
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us it v\’us by tliv uppoiiit lufiil (if l'’uvit\ in fm- v\hifh Mr. 

AdiUiis naminatcil him within a ft*\v wci'k ami hcfuri* (!u* timr 
ha<} urrivi'd lur iiiakin,!!: his dt'ci.dmn upon tlu* propo iiion . uiuuittfd 
to him, lu‘ (•c)ns(Milt'd to heronu* a raiididatr for t la* t teiiernl tMiihly 
of \’ir^‘inin and {)ri'st'n(ed Iiimself at the (‘haidolte Court lloti. e 
in I lud- eharartcH’. 

'■ h'evv spot.''. hav(‘ hern rendt'rt'd more' famour-. in the aniial'; of 
parly warfart' than Charlottt' ('onrt House, Kandoipli' utiuierou 
displays <d’ oralori<’al p(^\u•r eontrihutt'd iar^^ely to it ; ee!)‘ht i(\ n • 
wtdl lad’ort' as suh.siajueut to his /^real eonie-t v.ith dolui \\. h'.pp . 
iMr. JtdlVi'son’s .son-in law, who had uio\ed into th.nt district fm- th(> 
.sole, purpose* id* ousting' him from his ncuI in Con^'i'eson areoiin! 
of liis oppordtion to the War id’ Isld, and u ho siirei'i-ded in hi - oh 
jee( that ha\inii’ been the on!\ in-lauee in the course of hi. pro 
Iraeled public liie in which K'andolph \\:is .ah;indom-d h\ hi imme 
diale eoiisl iiuents; bill on the oerasiou of v\hieh we are uo>.\ -.peak 
in^r it '\'a-: made, foreviu’ memorahh* a-, the -erne of i he la t spi'celi 
of Ihdriek Henry, in political di .eii ion hetnemi him .-ind .lolui 
liandolph, a heanlle.s; youth idipihle only In a fe-e. moiilii , imd'O- 
lilt' Const it ul ion, to the eat in t'onore ■. for uhi-h he v,.i a eoeit 
date at, that-his lir- t appearaiua* on the political lane, a d; >-n nm 
'vhieh was, :e i ; ijou known, the ecitr ‘'iUenee of a direi't inf -i ieiene.* 
hy (ten Washinirttm, then ('oiumander in (‘hief of the \inenean 

rm\, in party ptilit ie .. 

•Mr. Wirt, the ilist inn'iiished anthor td the Inie of Haiiaek Ileui’b. 
ami .Mr, thirlaiid, the aeetimplished editttr td’ tla* Idle of 4 h»'sn Kan 
tlnlph, have each nisen \iNid sketehe. t*f the initU'e tinn- pro- ee.pna 
td’ (hut. ilay. d'hat td' .Mr. (hirland flic late f and the one ip-ou 
wliieh (he nm.-t attention ha; hetm he toWfd. d’hi.ha thmfitle- an »-n 
in no .sm.al! tll'ocee from the eon iderafton tliaf r.hile the oeell j i ence'i 
of the tH’ca ittu emdd not. in rc'peet to Mr. Hemo., h;n,e been re 
/nirtled by any .a*; ;tddiuo to the hi t re td hi. p ret ion ■ e.ircer, they 
prefnfeil till the pari of Kandolpin certain!) the nio t infeie.ttn-' 
ami perhap*'. aho the mo,-f impie,in<>' eshihitii.n of lom eij' jn h; 
whole life, I am not awnrt* that lhi*re are au_v material dill’eirne. . 
between their stati'mt-nf . in rey;arii to fact-., and a to t’.ie n-purteil 
speeches, Mr, Henr\'’.s w:i.'; taken liy (larland fiuiii Wirt whil t that 
tif Kamlolph had not hei’ii perpai'e*! wlieii Wiit wr<»ie. 

If i- from t hirlatifl, therefore, tloal the iMnouini"- e\Trot hat.i' 
been taken: 

M 'a.i H I > il r.! i 1.1 M i >. • t so ■ 5 » i, se : 

It wa. ..iKi'i li.ii rS ;:!‘!'h''U fii, ' I'.ff!'.! . . lit t fh«' ul 

Mlireti iNiurl ilo-af a;, i!i.- n-S!;..-; . . ;n iii« f J !OI t.-Ots f5. ■ .ueOi' 
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hi lu'iif tin' lii’sl onilor ot' llic niA' fur llir hist limr. 'I'lu',' fiimi* Iroiii l.’ir :uul 
in'ur v\'itli ('.‘ijA'cr hoiii' (U’liU'ti'il «>il (‘vcv.v cuinili'iiuiu't*. It vv:is ii Hi'iit Iluil iii;ui\ 
hitd not oiijoyi'd for yours. IMuoli tlio hirj-n'sl itorl imi of i lioso who tlorUod (n:':i>i 1 »t 
tluK (lay Unil only hoanl from (lio ojowiny; liiis of llodr fmlior.s iho uoiulorfnt 
])!nvors ol' llio iium I lioy wore oIiohI to sot' iiml lionr lor iho tiro tioio. 1 ho 
oolli'fi'o ill IM’iiici' lOilwaI'll was oiiipliotl not oul.v of its .--Autloni'. loil o! its pro. 
fossors, l>r. Mosos Ilopiio |Ito.uo|, .lolni 11. Kioo. ' imry L:n'.\, oloqiionl inon 
unil U'uriH'il liivhu'S, osiim' np to onjoy (ho osjiootoil (oust, 'Iho .voutu* man who 
was to :ins\vor Mr. [Itairy. if ioilootl Ilio iiiultltodo siiNiiootod fUn) an.\ mio would 
dnro vonturo on a roply, was iiidvoown to faiuo. A (all, slmdor, oitomiiiato 
lookiui? youth was ho;" Ihdd hair ooniltod haoh into a well adhoiod ouo 
palo 1 ‘ountonanoo, a lii'anUo.-’S rhiti, hri dd, tpdoU, ha/.o! o\o. Iduo iruoK, hutV 
.small riothos. and fair top lioots. lio wn-’i donldtoNS IvUown to many on tho 
court jiTooa as (ho little .lack Kandolph they hud frotpuadly mth dashiii'.' hv 
on wild hor.sos, ridioa I'l la iihhIc troin Uoauolu' to Hirai’i'i* and liaok 

front Itizarro to Unauoht'. .\ f»‘W know him more Intlmatol,'., imi notu' had 
over hoard hliu .speak in piihlio or ovoii su pootiMl that ho l•*>u!d maho a ■ poorli, 
“ IMy first attempt at puhlie .speakiii;':,” su\s ho in a letter to -Mr P.i wm. hi ; 
nioeo, "was in opposition tu I'alriek Iloury at ('harlotto .March I’oiirt. liUll; 
foi' neither id' ns was itrei.eiu n1 the eleeiom in Aju'd, ;)■; Mr. Will avers of 
I\lr. ! ionry.” 'I'iio very Ihimr.lit of hi-, alloinpllu:', ioao vver Ali', llem v seeinetl 
to stidko (he m'avo and rolleetina loeit of the (iluer a'. |iri (M.',terous, ■■ Mr, Tav 
lor," said <'ol. Reid, the elork of the eouolv, to Mr. ('i'e>-ii 'I'avlor. a irieod and 
no!p:hhor' id’ Uandoliih, nod a yooil l.iw.Ner. "Mr. 'favioi', dou'l vou or I’eler 
.loim.son moan to appear for (hal .vouiov uiau to dav“ Never mind," rej>lied 
'I'liylor, "ho ran lake eare of hiiie.elf," Hi, Iriend'. hiievv hi < jiowei-,, ht‘« 
lliioney in eoiivor.sution, Ids read.v wit, his judi hed atire, hh. e\tr.iordmnry 
knpwledpo of men and ailair';; Imt .still he wa . .'dioiii to enter ea an untried 

field ;nid all those hrllllaitl I’aeullh-' luhdii fail him as tluw had .lien 

fulled mmi of r.oiiitis hefore, 'I’he.v luiidd well have felt .Mtuiie nnvlety on hhi 
llrsl aiiponr.aiiee upon lUe hu.'-lin:'.; in pre eiiee of ii popular tis.emhl.v and In 
rt'ljly io a man of .Mr. lleorv’s reputalloij, lint il M-eiie. they had no fear 
for the restll! hr ran tilhf i-tirr of hiiasrlf, ^ 'I'liet'e .also vv a i Row 

Imllan llollijp', the otlim' eandidale tor (‘unaress, ih'e • ed in his ’earlet rti.il 
lull, itroiid hi his hearioe, and a f;dr represeidaliv<* ot’ the old an toeraev 
wlilrU was niellinr: away under Ihe .suhdivh.iuns of I lie law that had ah'di-.lied 
iho .system of iirlnioipuiliutas lj,it (he entaUdates for Con 'i'e ,. wen* 

overlooked niid forr.'otlen by the erovvtl in their eaperness to behold and ;olndre 
(he (Jti'oal. orator whose' fame had tilled their linahlmdlou for .*<o maiiv vear-, 
‘‘.'As soon as ho appeared on tlm ground,” sny.o Wirt, “he was .surrounded liv 
the admlrlin-i and aderinr, ertiwd, aial vvhlther.suever la* moved the roneour.se 
followed him." 

Rreseidly .lames Adiims rose upon a plnttorm that had heeii ereeted !iv the 
.side of Iho tavern |toreh where .Mr. Henry was seated, and proetaluied "u .veal 
(1 .\(‘s! i'otunel Henry will nddt’e'-s the peo(ile from Hus ^.laud, for the hea 
time and at (he ri.sk td’ his life I” 'Hie araud Jury were in ses ihm at the mo 
mmit, they tiurst tliro' t!ie doors, snine leaped the windows mid eame rumdmt 
iifi wilh (lie efowd that tlie.v nn 5 .;lit not lost* a word Unit fell from tho old nmn’.-i 
lips. While .\dnms was llflin;'; him mi Ihe .stand “ Whv .Ilnmiy " -aid Im, ".von 
have made a hetlei’ .speech for mo (Iniii I ran luaUi* for my.self." 

« lie VVll.S tlUMl In hl.H ”(UU year, U few UiundlM lieymal the !it;e I'l'ilUit’eit by the t’oiedltu 
tioii lo make him eltulhle In dm llniWe lU’ Ueja'eaeidatlvisi. 
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Mr. Wirt’s report of Henry’s speech is short. He referred to the 
recent proceedings of the Legislature of Virginia, declaring the alien 
and sedition laws unconstitutional and therefore null and void, and 
said that the resolutions of that body had filled him with apprelien- 
sion and alarm and had drawn him from his retirement. He insisted 
that by their adoption the Legislature had transcended the power 
that belonged to the State under the Constitution. The enforcement 
of the acts by military power would, he feared, be the consequence 
of those proceedings. He painted to the imaginations of his audience 
Washington at the head of an army, inflicting upon them military 
execution and asked where are our resources to meet such a conflict 
and where the citizen who will dare to lift his hand against the 
father of his Country? A man in the crowd,.(described as being 
drunk.) throwing up his arm and exclaiming “ I dare! ”—“ No! ” 
answered Mr. Henry, rising aloft in all his majesty, you dare not 
do it,’ in such a 'parHcidal attempt tl\^ steel would drop from your 
ne/rreless arm?"^ 

Proceeding, he asked “ whether the county of Charlotte would 
have any authority to dispute an obedience to the laws of Virginia^ 
and he pronounced Virginia to he to the Union what the county 
of Charlotte was to herU Of the laws in question he said that his 
private opinion was that they were good and proper^ but whether 
acceptable or otherwise the remedy, he insisted, was “ by petition.” 
He closed with a warm appeal to the people in behalf of union and 
forbearance. 

“ When he concluded his audience were deeply affected; it is said 
that they wept like children so powerfully were they moved by the 
emphasis of his language, the tone of his voice, the commanding 
expression of his eye, the earnestness with which he declared his 
design to exert himself to allay the heart burnings and jealousies 
which had been fomented in the State Legislature, and the fervent 
manner in which he prayed that, if ho were deemed unworthy to 
afl'ect it, it might be reserved to some other and abler hand to entend 

this blessnig over the community. As he concluded he literally 
sunk into the arms of the tumultuous throng; at that moment John 
H. Pice exclaimed, “ the sun has set in all his glory.” 

“Pandolph rose to reply. For some moments ho stood in silence, 
his lips quivering, his eyes swimming in tears; at length he began 
a modest tho’ beautiful apology for rising to address the people in 
opposition to the venerable father who had just taken his seat; it 
was an honest difference of opinion and he hoped to be pardoned 
while he boldly and freely, as it became the occasion, expressed his 

° MS. IV, p. 126. 
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S(‘.n( iiiu'iils oil dll' jxri'al ((tiosl ioii'i dial so niiirli ilix'idoil ainl a.'rilalt'tl 
dio iiiiiiils of (111* pcopli'." 

'’Flic, (lisjH)sidoii w'liicli i( \vill lu'.'-l hrcoini' iiu' to make ol this 
sjieoeli is a inieslioti not, fi'ee from diilit'iilly. Mi'. W ii't •> \er'.i(iii 
of Ili'iii’y’s speech is, as I lia\ e said, \ery 'liorl, eiuiiraec . a few 
jiroiiiiiieiil. ])olnls of which al least partial coiiMuporaiicoii- accounts 
may iiavc heeii found and is therefore free from serious doiiht in re 
crai'd to its aiidieiit icily. Such is not, in all rc.-pcci ., the cac with 
that which iMr. (hirlaiid adrihuies to Randolph. W'idi candour and 
iina H'ccIimI modesty he says that he doe- not pretend to oi\,. (h,. [an 
p;uay;e of John Randolph on that occa-ioii; ‘'nor is he cfrtain that 
the ^ honc;Ii(s are hi.s." I’nless the I radii ions of \*iririnia aiu! td'(hat. 
\‘iciiiily especially arc y;rossly fahiilons the speech actually made 
liy Randolph was one of remarkahk' power. 1 knew .Mr. tkirland, 
who ilied while, yet. a younc; man, well, and knew him to he a man 
of rare, ahililli's one fully eipial to the ta k of prcpariiur a pccch 
adapt,ed to the occasion, like t hat which he ha,-<a'cdi(cd to Randolph, 
and wliicii mi'els ahh' and coiicliisivch' all (he point pre ented hv 
Mr. Henry. 

Perhaps the most, that can he -aid in favoi* nf it anthml icity i; 
that it i.s just, such a speech a-’, a man id’ the capacite uh cijncntlv 
e.xhihited hy Raiididph woiiM in all proiialuli( \ ha', e made on • nch 
an occa.sion, that it i.--- Iiarinonioiis with the doctrines mid principle, 
he. jirofessed t.hro'' life and that in rc-pcct (o it , {'on.si itui lonal c\ 
]>osilion it tallies admiralily with the rcohitiom. he prepared and 
oircrcd at (lie .•-'ame pl.acc luon' than thirty >car-. afterward-, which 
I have re[mhlishcd in this um-k. it i,-. \cry certain t'.mi if the ac 
Inal speech di,splayed a - much .ahilily as that which i , with proper 
and hoiiorahle e.\phuiat ion, put forth ic- it" icprc-cni at u <•. ihc ciVe.’i 
ninsl have keen overpowering Upon a Juind ;o Mm -itiu' a llcuiw’ 
^vas known ((» he. ruder the ctreiimdance- I -hall limit m'-, *df to 
a siiiylc extract from (hat three hour.- :■ perch, duriny*: which time, we 
are (old, llie people " htmy with lu'eathle.s- .-ilen.'e otj the lip.. of the 
ortilor. and refer my reader for the ret to .Mr. tlarkaml'.' most 
iuti'i'esl.ine' hook, lie (ell;- m- that Ramlolpld "youthful appear 
iiiiee, hoyish tones, clear, di-linel and ihrillinc' ntierance, hi- yrace 
In! tietion, hold ex pres-ion.-, (lery enere\ and manly thoiu.dit 
strnek his hearers wdlh st.-toid.-hmeiii," and that, w hen he concluded. 
-Mr. Henry, (uriiiiijLi: to a hy slander, said: "I liaven't ^een tlm little 
<loe; hefore .since he was at seliool; he was a yreat athei.s! then.” and 
snhse(|tienMy takin^LT Randolph hy the hwinh he -aid: "^'omn/ mam 
you call me father; then, my ■'■on, I liave ‘-omewliat to -u\ unto time 
(lioldine; holh his hands) kvvp . /,vc// Z/v/Z/n and yim u ill li\e 

to think dill’erenily.” 
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Mr. Ilriirw by bis dcflarulinn tliai \‘iririiiia ua‘. tn tlu* ruinii 
what C’liaiiolb' ('(iiiniy w a - to lua-, urrtMultTf,| nf 

sovt'n'ii'Mii in the Slain, a nmn-f.-iiin uhinh it i iinl\ nmc ,ny t«i 
sl:ib‘ to nii^iirn its nniitlniimation. l\an(lol|ih jmlvf at innniii of the 
nliaI'.'inlnr ;ini! (nndnnnv of liiin n\l raonlijiaj-v ilontrinc; but in m 
n-ard (o that a-* wnl! a-’ to nvnr\(hiiii,': Ibaiiw had aid hr tmaird him 

• - fc 

with a dnii'rt'n td’ r(>'-.[H'n( and dtd’nrnnnn whinh i-\niird i bn unpithir, 
of tlin pi'Ojdi'. “■ I ha\(' Inarnnd my {ir>t In- on . in hi rhooi,” hr 
said: lu' is Ihn hi/jh prinNt frotn whom I rnnnivnd thn littln ui dom 
iny )H){)r abitilin'^ wnrn aldt* b» carry a\\{iy from Ihn iiropp{n!f of thn 
l)()!ilinal simntuary. lln wan thi* in-pirnd Stain matt who tanrht 
inn to bn jnalons td’ power, to v. alnh it- nnnroantunnnl and to ound 
Ihn alarm on liin lir I inonmnl- of n nrpafion.” fhil lo iiu n\!! mt, 
in'iny Ihn principal par! of uhal bn aid on thn , nbjtni of thn ndi 
lion law: 

.\ii(| wlial j.N lltaf tillinr l.jw that :,i I’d-li inrr! , i‘ic a;<nj,.ti O-dn i.f nr. 

\ nluTalilc rrinlitr.' Il i . it lau Hit! I.'ial.r . n in u* f ni 1; Ai >• ji*. 

Ulin ainl Mltin't-.niiUiriit, In iill.-c t.r tin- a - .'!i( Oiu'iil Ih.-f ;on i.8-.-}i;n:r« «! iot! 

(If jufiif iiia.v lliiiiK !ifii|inf in • "U inif in 
rtlilnil Slati'-'. I >11 ll'iilrf !;ual iin-', 

('liafiiil in !ii,\ tiiiiiiinii |M Ilf fh.it .Ifiiii \i 


- i’iU'lil I h;'f am |i8’ 
ti In ; 1 ji> • • ! 1 ( Hu- i'I 

I t! ;0 lu I'l Lira l i» 

,l!.l , u l .!l! 

iml’ 


1 is* 


. IL,. 
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\S>t M ‘I ATI I < V. 

uni si\ feel squarn, wltnrc lie lian ilra"’-,etl nus llm lui I 'uliie liniu--. n!' a (im 
ira<-Ie(l wiiiler. I'np ilarilu' in vinlatn lim iiiaMia fhat ihe Ku;' t'an iln 

tin \\ rniU','. This was lii.'. niii\ iTilite lie Irh.! hi' jn npln, .U-d f.iu i i! if ti. 
he priiileil Tur Iheir iurnrinaimu, [lt;a ihe t’rn iilenl, ” mini'iju . laeu ni am, 
eXlHTieliei*, wlsihun aiul illlh'peui!nnr_\ nf ■ mil uuntl!/’ :in|ii.Uitrii Ihn n u hn 
hm! un other liieiil hut ilevnlinu (n Ihnir I'l.e-lnr: ami hi* uilinuiti''! that 
“(lie I’l'eshieiil \\a*i rntid nf riilii-iilnt! - pniun, nlm jiai'aih* uiui -.'‘Ui >h aiurlei'," 
I siieak Ihe Imie.uaye lO' die huiii'niienl. t --iM* in ii-ehsue.il ami mheia! 
words die Iiirjl eriiiie uldi whieh hi* e.a'. ehai'."'-d. He f-ie oied iu tdiea 
linll I dliuli dll' lawyer*: eall 11 and n!h‘r>-d ii. orn-.e Ihe I lUl li 'U In*. alieiM 
dnlis. Toil die t’olirl wnllhl ailnvv Un SlUie In lil'nplUe W.IUi- -.e-, nP eiOUl e! ; 
he uns hurried iutn Irial all inii'i-epar 'il . and d i res-re eiiiali\e nl ihe iienjiU*, 
(’or .slieaKilUC the iriit'h nl' Ihn'i- in .luihnriU, w t ■ a I'r.n .'iieil !lki* a lelnji, enii 
dt'liiiied. liiied and iiiijiriMUied, 'ihe e .ne die Le.'.'. the veueralde eeidleiiiau 
^\nuld ha\e vnll helieve are im! nu!_\ .aiieimued hv die (’mi ,t i f iiS mii, hul de 
tlliUlded hy die Iieee‘*.il\ nl' die nu!i '. ! ye, Ae 

'I'll (lesiM-ilte (he ecrtu'e of Ihdriek ffeiiry is iio idfra-iive (a k, aiiil 
1 will <lisniis-. (hal Id'aiieli uf llii retro ju-ei v, ith a tunle ijiie tiou; 
is iliere at ilils dav, or lia- lltere heea for llt'iv \eir jia (. liurlii'f 
which W(‘ ha\<‘ seen :is luid’h nf parl s \ ioieiiee a wa e\er hefore 
seen, nne re-'|iiqr ihle luaii to ia* t’oiiiel, wdhin lie* houiuhirte of 
(his wide Reimhlie, uho uoidd dens iiu* rieht of a State to esjice s, 
llu’o' i(s la'o'i hit lire, ihe opinion of d people aeain I the eoii iltii 
liontdily of an tiel of ('onnie , or u lio uonld propo ,• the reeqaef 
iiieiil id' dll' alien or edition law i 

4'lie ri^hl of (he hi (orlan to eaiaa without re ejwe and without 
oli’ense (he :ie(s and eharaetef of de.-ea ed State men i% too well 
esfahllshed tllld has hei-n too eMeli j\e|y aeted upon (o he called iu 
(jih'si ion, and in reind'd to (lieru, the re (faint of (he ma\iui >/• wor- 
/ills I'y-e. are eoiuplied with w lien the n:dd i e\rrei i*d iu a wuv 
!ind at a time (o a\ oid ni\in>r pain (o ur\i\Inj.? relal im* and friend ; 
hut iu the e:i: e hetole il llo urea- ion \ pre'.nufed for at! iuiplirv 
iutn (he hoiiiidaries of (hi* rio|i(. muei»*ue\er (ho e who h:ne 

Mieeeeded (o Ihdl'iek 1 h-urA ums tfi enl from file uew he e\ 
pri'-ssed, or disapprose of the eour* e he put'.lied on -a paiiieulai oe 
rasiou. id! riylit uiiiided Aiuerieair. will forioer 'Tatefulk elieri li 
(he reeol!eeliou of his over'.luulow inn ervit-e to t heir I'omit r\', and 
rejoice iu die eouSietiou (hat nothin^' in hi life or elmraeter at 
tiH’lii'd di liojior to hi,, name or ran can e a hhi it on die cheek-, of 
his (If cendiuit-. 'File appiireufly incK p! leal tie eireinu Sauce (hat :t 
ijuiti whosi* e.'irly .•■^’lupatliie.'’ in (he eau*-e of Ininuiii rifht.s were su 
nmeh dei’per and .stroneer (htm thoin' of mo t of (he leading' men 
of hi*, (ime lioiild, in after life. Ir.iNe hc-eome hlind 1o liu* lendeiirv 
of th(' nieiisure:. he (hen appro\ed. or imeu' title to (heir edVet-, upon 
thiit etude is tui enigma whieh will dmiiitle, *. in the prun^re id’ time. 
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when facts are more fully disclosed and better understood, be solved 
in a way consistent with the undisputed integrity of his character. 
Light tending to that result has already been shed upon the subject 
thro’ successive developments of traits in the personal disposition 
and habits of Mr. Henry not before so publicly known or properly 
appreciated. Of those best acquainted with him personally and with 
his public career, Mr. JeflFerson ranked among the first and sur- 
vived him longest, and of all Henry’s contemporaries it is due to 
Mr. Jefferson to say that there has not been one more active in the 
promulgation of facts which redounded to his fame, or, as I had 
myself an opportunity to observe, more indisposed to enter into 
disquisitions on the subject of such parts of his public life as he 
(Mr. Jefferson) could not have approved, notwithstanding his general 
willingness to answer questions upon any subject and to tell not 
only the truth but the whole truth. A large shai^e—I may say the 
largest—of the statements so creditable to Mr. Henry were derived 
from letters written to him^ by Mr. Jefferson. 

When asked by Mr. Wirt for some account of Mr. Henry’s mind, 
information and manners in 1759-00, when Mr. Jefferson first became 
acquainted with him, the hitter thus replies: 

AVe met at Nathan Dandi’iOge’s in Hanover aliout the Ghrislmas of that winter, 
and passed a fortnight togetlier at the revelries of the neighborhood and season. 
His manners had s(anething of the coarseness of the society lie had fveciuented; 
his passion was iiddling, dancing, and pleasantry. He excelled in the last and 
it attached every one to him. The occasion, perhaps, as mnch as his idle dispo¬ 
sition prevented his engaging in any conversation which might give the measure 
either of his mind or information. Opportunity was not wanting, because Tilr. 
John Campbell was there, who had married Mrs. Spotswood, tlie sister of Col. 
Dandridge. He was a man of science and often introduced conversations on 
.scientiiic subjects. Mr. Henry had a little before broken up his store, or rather 
it bad broken him up, and within three months after he came to AVilliamsbnrgh 
for his license and told mo, I think, he had read law not more than .six weeks.* 

Again Mr. Jefferson said, towards the close of his life, to Mr. Letfitt 
Plarris, an American Consul at St. Petersbnrgh, in the presence of 
Nicholas P. Trist, who noted it down at the time, 

Wirt says he (Henry) read Plutarch’s laves through once a year. I don’t 
believe he ever read two volumes of them. On his visit to Court Ito nsed ahroyn 
to jJut up with me. On one occasion of the breaking up in November, to meet 
again in the Spring, as he was departing in the morning lie looked among my 
liooks and obseiwed “Mr. .Jefferson I will take two volumes of Hume’s Essays 
and try to read them this winter.” On his return he brought them, saying that 
he had not been able to get half way into one of them. (Jefferson’s Complete 
Works, Vol. VI, p. 487.) 

His great delight was to put on his hunting-shirt, collect a parcel of overseers 
and such like people and spend weeks together in the piny woods, campaigning 


' Meaning William Wirt? 

-.TelTerson to Wirt, Aug. .h, 1815. In the Jefferson Papers and printed in Jefferson’s 
Writings (Washington, 1854), VI, 483. 
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!il uitrlit !iiiil cracUiiiui: ,ji)ki's rmiiut a U",tit wtuxl iin*. It t>< I ' ■ (-‘'‘'t ’> > •>«»> 
iiitlfhtfil I'lir till' untniiniitII Unit iirrniilii! nununi us. He unultl .aiilic- . the 
iiss<“liiblil,a’(‘s <>!’ Ihr iii'nph' al whlrh lit* \\;a; pr<‘ i‘Ul. in ' iii h aiair >>1 

as Itiinii'l’ lli, 1 ut‘\rt’ Iumii! ati> I Itiii;: Ilt.tt t!t fia.i-il u< t-i’ 

calh'd liv llu' saiiu' uaiiu' wilU M'liat Ilnu'i-i! rrnlu hiui; and in- a.i fh.it 

loiTi'u! ul' iaii.ti'iiaai' is liicusu'rlvald*'. 1 Uava I’rripjfiiil,v -hiil ni> >•>»••; ha 

siKikc, aiul wlu'U he was (Inna asked in.'seli’ what In* laid Nahl wilSinUt haut.: .diU* 
In recidleel a word id‘ il. He was Indy a ‘p't'al uiaii, Itnwtaer ene «>f rui.tr. fd 
vh‘\vs, I Hatid.'iH’s LUV td’ d<dTersuit, vul, 1, p. •Id.) 

l\Ir. Tli'ui’v was ud( a stiuleut In any st'ii e tuul all aeeiaint eoneur 
in (h'scriliitpp’ him as a man who, in al! (irolialiilily, nan! h*:; than 
an)' <»lluM' in his Si:i(e oeeupyiny ttnythiiu'' like the ante p*. if Ion in 
sdfidty. 'riitil with the Ia '.t4-s hahils ami pimviahial .// .7; i 
nserilHal (o him he •.lioiihl ile\ote snllieienl time to .tmiv atui tefha- 
linn upon tin' prinetplt'.s of iht* strnetnrn ;in<l ailmini iratimi of 
(lo\t'rniiien<s to haul him (<j atlht're ft) his (sjtininn with a !ith*lity 
jn’tipoi’l ioned to the strenirth tsf his eon\ieru(U ut their truth ami 
wisdom, w a^: not tola* e\peefed and dii! tiof happen. In fead there 
Fore tjf reyidatiiiLT hi-, movements hy !i pr<d’e ed poltlieal \ tern, 
■for the formiition of whieli ju' wa • reiitlered ineompetrnt hv the laws 
of his nidnre, hi' heeame a nntn of impnl e and nthued Id eour e to 
he tdiaped h)’ tiie reeliny*- of the momeni. 'hlie e were alnav lume t 
and i f (he (jtU'st ions I hat prodtiei'd them were of-.ni e\eit iu*,’'eh.ir ieti*r 
he t'Xeenled Ids reMilve- with a '-piril and power rarely eqnalled. 
d'he ri'Mtlntion and (he stirrinL'* : eenes to whleh it o.ue hirfh pn-- 
.'"(‘nted th(' yreal oeea-iotr. of idr lih'. S(nn.“' aluio t to inadiie .. hy 
the nujiist prt'ltm'^.ioir. of the .Mother ('omitry hv her deafne .; to 
ri'inonstranet's wliirh for aJ>ility, t'loiinenee nml eomdn iveiie s of 
tirp'innent were never excelled hy the State paper, of an\ ('ountry. 
and hy Ihc' remitr ele . ertielty with whleli die -imj/ht to enf<<ree her 
Wantonly oppre-.ive demand . he threw hh; whole ' oul lido file eon- 
test, pressed forward in dehaii* ami hy Idu fiety and \ehi'iui*nf nafiu’ 
ehiijiienee roiised and tin ii/ofal ed the : pirit of the ('mintry and 
crowned hi' name with inifadini''laiireh , d‘he pue tion a to the pay 
ment of the llriti !i tleht . exeifeil kimlred feellny . Mom*d hy tiio 
impoverished eondiftou to whieh tlu* .\meriean dehfitr. hi neiidi 
hmn*;, and frii'iid-, had hem reduced thro' the tyranny id' file Itr’di h 
(hnci'iimeiil, and Ihinkimr it morally riLdd tliai the author uf tiio 
debtor's hiahilil v diould l>e dri\en to ji’'sum(‘ his ri'd'uir ihilit ie . he 
apiin emharked in t!m dismssioim whieh jxrew out of (hat di turhium 
(ini' lion with somethinsr of tlu' ardour that eiuiraeteri/ed hi. e\er 
(ions in (he eatme id' the re\’olution of which tlii; wa; an out hoot, 
and aet(uired a di't^ree of fnnu' hy his oratorical di phri eeond t4ih- 
to that awarded t(» bis sph'iidid services in that eaii-e. 

In (he Viririn'ni Convention <'n]h'd to decide upon the raliflratioii 
of the, bVderid Constitution he was, to all upp'-aranee, piiile as 
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deeply agitated, and, in tlie opinion of the patriotic, but, in respect 
to the questions before that body, misjudging- anti-federalists, ac¬ 
quired almost as much credit as was allotted for his part in the 
revolutionary drama. With all my respect for that class of poli¬ 
ticians, founded on convictions of the purity of their motives and 
of their great usefulness at that and subsequent trying periods in 
our history, I have never been able to draw any such impression 
from reading the debates of the Virginia Convention. Mr. Henry 
wielded against the sacred instrument which he had devoted to 
destruction the same weapons tha.t he had employed during the revo¬ 
lution, but with vastly different results. His efforts Avere favored 
neither by the state of the times nor by the nature of the cause. An 
attempt by a powerful monarch to enslave his Country was an oc¬ 
casion when noble daring in resisting was demanded by the fearful 
exigencies of the hour—^wheii inspiriting appeal, trenchant sarcasm 
and thundering inA'-ective were as useful and as necessary in tlie 
council as the trumpet, the SAVord and the cannon in the field,—as 
acceptable to the hearts and judgments of an excited people, who, 
in their desire for vigorous measures in great crises, are ahvays 
in advance of their representatives. But the Convention was de¬ 
signed to be a conclave of graA^e Statesmen, convened at a period 
of profound peace, to deliberate upon a question indeed of the first 
importance, but of a local character, undisturlied ])y the interfer¬ 
ence of foreigners; a question in which all who participated in its 
settlement had an equal interest, and which Avas not so clear, on 
cither side, as not to admit of honest differences of ° opinion, Avhich 
Avere to be decided by the Aveight of argument. Vfiiilst eAmi’y thing 
that fell from the orator of the Eevolution, AAUiich breathed the 
right spirit and was Avell directed against the common enemy, Avas 
consecrated, in the estimation of his sympathizing hearers, ])y the 
occasion and by the circumstances under AAdiich it Avas uttered, the 
arguments, the illustrations, and the advice addressed to the Con¬ 
vention Avere all maturely considered, applied to the important busi¬ 
ness to-be acted upon and digested by calm and capalde men. 

I repeat with deference and with unaffected reluctance that I 
have never been able to rise from the perusal of Mr. Henry’s 
speeches in the Virginia Convention, and I have tried it more than 
once, Avith an opinion in their favor Avhen compared Avith those 
of the men opposed to him. It is to impressions that must have 
been made upon the mind of Washington by those discussions that 
T have attributed his cautious, tardy and confessedly distrustful 
proceedings in respect to Henry at a time Avhen he Avas, beyond, all 
doubt, disposed to compliment him highly if he could do so safely. 
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It is iiol, 1 think, possihU' llnit tlu' forimn’ .‘au have raad thn main 
dictions poured out ii[H)n an instruniont whinii horn his nanua wliicU 
was rofoninu'nd(Hl lor adoption (Ocr lii*^ . iiiiiatnrr and lor (hn : nc 
ross of which lu' was so solicilou^, and can ha\i‘ la'llccttal upon tlu* 
laaisoniu^' hy which (lu'y wi'i’i* atlciuplcd to he justiiit'd to .u>iiu* 
extent, at U'.asl., incolu'ia'iit and (o a much yrcalcr, in<*ouchi-<ivc, 
without forming’ an opinion of tin* most durahlc characti'r advcr.'C 
to Mr. II(mry's ada|)iation to the discharge of highly rcspon aitle 
ollicial dut.ics. Hi* had, a,, lie avowcel, strony peis-oiial imlnccmcnt''. 
totia'ut him kindly, Henry Inu iiiu' in a vi'ry ci-cditahle .• pii'it .-,(cpped 
I'oi’wai’d in deh'uci* of WhishiuLiioii at the time of the Conway in 
tri^aie -iin occasion always ri'iiiemhered hy tlie lattm* with inti'iise 
interest. 'The. political aHinitie-, oni’c so close hetween Henry and 
delh'rson had ln'cn sundered, a eirenmstance unhappily not un 
jailatahle lo Washinyton, as we hava* a riydit to infer from the 
manner in which the fa<*t was eommunicateil to him hy his eonli 
dential friends; and yet. six years were .snih-red to clap e hefore 
thi* pressing’ solii'il !il ions of Lee were crowned with ncce- . and 
cN’en (hen (he remarkahie cii-eiimt’peci ion he oh.crNcd and the e 
curitii's taki'ii af-t'ain.st mis.takes .sah'i^uaials of themsehe. well cal 
eulaii'd to (h'feat (he eoutemplaled ner'ot iat ion uo far to u tain 
my impression oi' (he real state of W'a'-hin.u'ton’s mind. 

But. I pursui* this point no farther. If the latter years id’ Mr. 
Henry’s political career W(>re not in harmony with those which pre 
('('lied them it is ('noii”;!! (hut they furnish no ground of imi>eaeh 
ment of his intep:rity, and tliat he lived to disproxe the een.sure-; ea^•i 
upon liis pi’inciples in early life hy tlua:e with whom hi' was, at 
tin* time of his death, in full political eonmninion. It is enontjh for 
his fame for (he fame of any man to he known and ri'meinhert'd hv 
his admiring’ i*ounlrymen as thi' companion and coadjutor in oiir 
revoliitiounry strUjL':^le of \\'ashinjLi:i.on, dcll'ersoii and the .Vdanr.e 
who, if he was prevented hy peeidiar and nneonirollahle (rail* of 
tempi'raincnt and constitution from ri.siny to their level a a u efiil 
stali'sman, did not fall heiow any of those ilhi,sli*iou.-i mm in part', 
inli'lli/j^cnt and devoted pat riot i.-m. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 


I sailed from New York on the execution of my English mission on 
the 16th August, 1831, in the packet ship President, accompanied 
by Mr. Aaron Vail, the Secretary of Legation, and by my son Mr. 
John Van Buren. There were only three other passengers, among 
them an apparently amiable and certainly modest and retiring young 
gentleman who was a son of the celebrated Duke of Otranto. 

Suddenly and I may say unexpectedly transferred from the tur¬ 
moil and contentions of Washington—never perhaps more rampant 
than at that moment—to the quietude of a midsummer Ocean, I 
exi)erienced sensations which tho’ well remembered I would not find 
it an easy matter to describe. For more than a quarter of a century 
preceding the day on which I stepped on the deck of the “ Presi¬ 
dent” there had scarcely been one during which I had been wholly 
exempted from the disturbing effects of partisan agitation, too often 
of the most bitter description. Whether as a subordinate and 
doubtless, at times, over-zealous member of the political party in 
which I had almost literally been reared from childhood, or as its 
leader for many years in my State, or as a Senator in Congress, active 
and ardent in Federal politics, or in the Cabinet of Gen. Jackson, 
first in point of rank and second to none in the confidence of its 
Chief, the responsibility and anxiety growing out of my successive 
positions, tho’ varying in form had always absorbed my time and 
my faculties. During the two years immediately preceding my depar¬ 
ture there had been few working days which had failed to bring their 
load of care to my door; the laborious occupation required by the 
details of the President’s Message, the political and official demands 
upon my attention regTilarly and plentifully emptied upon my table 
from the mail-bags with the spoken alarms of timid croakings of 
complaining and rarer congratulations of satisfied friends by which 
every public man, resident at the seat of Government, is doomed to 
be beset—^thesc were but new representations upon an enlarged scale 
of the same general features which had characterized my whole pre- 
- vious life. These constantly recurring sources of excitement had 
now, one and all, been suddenly closed. The first morning at sea 
came unaccompanied by any fresh supplies of the stimulating ail- 
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mt'iU (o wliiclt ui\‘ miiMi hail inu-n •ir.*ii.sii*ini*(i. aiul mi!' iramiuil day 
lollmvi'd aixiiluT only lo rari'y mr riirtlirr IVfUii tin* inlu aiul tlu* 
soiiiul of 111!' |>oli(it‘al atn! lahoiii- iu whiaii 1 hati hci-ti 

ci'asi'li'asly and in’omiiu'iil ly }>arl i<'ii»aul. 

W'luMi llu' lii'sl. niixi’d iVi'liny.- jirmlufi'd hy lid- ndilcn and LTi't'al. 
I'hanx'i' liad siillii'ii'nl ly siilisidt'd iny atlmilion uas nainrallv dii'i-cti'd 
to a narcd’ul id’liu* inoi'i' ri'i'i'iil :- 4 ii'rin": -ri'i!!' thro’ v.idoli 1 

had passed and of llii' slcp'; wldi'li ! had Ihttiinhl il prupcr fit (aka 
to niccl llh'in. d'lii' i-<‘stil( td' Ihi.- ft-ii'o pn'l ua an nnln'-iinfinx: 
(!on\'it‘l ion lhai (lu* coin’si* I had put' lU'i! liad hcan (Ih* u i <• t with 
in iny pfovi'f that nhich \'t a hn-l adaph'd P; ih' thn nt’caf ('•( al 
iainalt](' jiislic!' io I'M'ry intnft'.-l whinh il ^v^l^ in_\ iliilv f«i ri"-pi'i't. 
TIk' inoisK'nlary incoint'nit'UC!' lo which I ha*! expo i-d one of ihe 
tnu'st IVii'iids man cx'cr ha<! hy my I’l' ic’natiotu my I'li c of which 
had Ix'i'ti (jiiickcncd hy llu' ; I'l'ncs. thro' v. liich I had pa c>l wlfh 
him in ih; pro^ri'ss, NVas :i Minrcc id nnccrc ri'ori't. d'hal aci had 
also l('i 1 lo olht'i' <'ons('(ji!t'ncc-. more partii"nl;irl\ applicahlc to uiv 
self and to ■ (Uiit' (‘\lcnl injnrion : hnl hoih l•l•locd to am lo iiavc 
hi'cn iimivoiihihlt' rc.-nll-. of ;.icp whii'h wac impo ed upon me hy 
ronsidi'i'alions I was not :d lihcri.v (o di.a'otmrd, atid I wu; contidcnl. 
lhal. llu'y would he more lien made yood hy flic advaiilane uf uiv 
jietion lo olhi'i' :imi liipher intrre I . St ri'iinl lu-ued iw lid; e.uivir 
tion and !-:;il i.'-dii'd with the pa I. l ht' timr and the itsnitiou rinned 
fariirahlo lo a delitdie M'ltjenieid of toy future emir i‘. 1 ha\r al 

ready said lhal hy aeccjifin-.r the uil ion fo Mnnlami I rerarded 
jny.'x'lf as haviiiir virhially ahandoimd whafewr ehatice I mi'dil. 
lun'ci Jiet|nin'tl of reaeldm"- llie I'ri-idem'\, and lhal 1 Innl o in 
forim'd (h'li, daek:.oii. Iteason and I'Xperienee forh.ide fh.< rxpi'i-la 
lion that tiny polilieal parly wotih! \iduniarily encounter tin* ri k 
(d' s('leelin,y as its eaiididali' :U! ilidixidiial peeuliarl\ ohm.xiou ■ in 
its atUei’sjirii's and of wlmni slrmu*" jealon ie-. were ehi'ri lied hv 
rival lead!'!';, within ils own camp, afler he had him elf lehm .d it 
from i‘\('n (he appi':iranee of ohlieiition impo-.ed h\- pre\i<iu mutual 
rt'hdions :ind had left iho.e riNal- in umli pnletl po e inn nf the 
held (d’ eonipelitiim. In llu* calmer nmmenls I now eido\ed I 
could think of no aspet'l in which llial opinion eonhl l.e eon idered 
that would east, a doithf. upon ils eorreel ne s. 'I'o h:i\e mainiained 
Ihe .'nh'.-uiee (mvarih. liu' I’re ideney ;d which I h:id tirri\ed wlu-ii 
I llirew lip (lie ()!]}('(' id’ Seen'tary of Stale, (he etreetiiai eonr. e would 
liave ht'i'U In lu-nx' retired ah ohih'ly from ;dl pnhlie einphument 
and lo have. enU'Ci'd iipoji Ihe praeliee of my prop* ion and (he life 
oI a. pri\'a((* eili'/eii. 1 h(^ di.”inleresjetlnt*'~; of in\' usolive. wmihi 
iliiis have heel! plaet'd abnvt* ihi' I't'tieli id' cavil, :ind .a maiorif\ id’ 
(!u>. people, ean-erly a(l:u'h(‘d (o (h(‘ Ih’f'sideid ami iudiLdninlh re 
se.nline; ihe injusliee he was nnuh' to sull'er, wouhl. at the proper 
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tinuN hiiV(‘ tlcmaiutfd niy i'li‘\atiiui tlu* aiiilalili' la'Ward for llu' 
sacniircs I hail luada (o ndii'Ni* him and (n pnmiulc hi- -.iiccc 

'I’iu' dispa'^sionnlt' rtH’onsith'i'alion of llu^ '‘suhji'ci, in my llum 
ravourabh' po'-ition for making il, only conlirnu'd (iinst' Itr I im- 
pivasions; and <o discard, totally and fori'N'cr, the idi'U of hcconiin^ 
Pri'sidi'nt. liccamc (hcrtd’orc (he fixed and srfllcd pnrpo r of my 
mind. 

'i'bai I was able lo (’omi' to (hat conclnsion wilb piM'fcct cipianim- 
if.y was aftribiitabh' in some tle^ree to impres.sion- in re.'»ard to 
I he ailvanla‘ies and disaih antam‘-v the phamiiri's and annoyanet-,: 
of piililie life derived from a full experietieis of which I have id'tim 
r poken. d'bis was in trutb the etate of my mind at the lime, bovNiwer 
hard of belief it may -eem |o iho e ainoui!: my eontemporarie; who 
are ;-(ill on the (au'e of life and w lio regarded me a . I he “ ma;.''ieian 
! was called never o mneh in my element or si> happy awhen 
employi'd in eoneuetimr and advaneiny political intriioie , } ma t. 

not In* under..totul by anvlhiu*’' I hav(> here, said a- nndeiw alnine' the. 
honor, dienity and u efidne of (he 1 h'c'ident ial nlliee. N<i Ameri 
ean citi/en can fail to re'*’ard tiiat position a , in e\er_v re poet, (he 
nm i esalted a - it i. the nm .( re pon ible public tin 1 tbit can be. 
conferred on man. for the aetjui-ilion of which no .'.icrilier- , on the 
part of one competent to di'^idiari'e it dnt ie . can be deene-d too oreaf 
which do not include the ' aeriliee of honor oi* moj.dit w Ibu the 
extent to which pi*r. oiiai hapjiine and imioymenf will be promoted 
In il . po ‘.e .-ion i a (jiie.-tioo to he .solved h\ the ta te and tempera 
meiit of the incumbent. I'here are men, and not a few, who d>*ri\e 
.so mtieb jileasiire froni the mere jio*,.eH i«jn of (rjasd power tli.it any 
• h’tirei' of di aii.d'aetjon can ed by it' eXerci.se i- not fim de.n- a. 
pj’ice for the rovetetl iudulyeiiee. and the pel" otiul adulatitm which 
i-.. .‘■.itrc to follow (lie fool* top. of authority wlnle it la. t - till tin* 
m(‘!u»nn* of thmr .sat i faet ion, d'ho.'.e hetfer re'Oihiteii mind . how¬ 
ever. w ho e yraf ilieat ion on reaeldufr that hit/h oHiee i. m.iiiily 
derived from the eon eiou ne., that their eounirymen have deemed 
llieni Worthy of it ajirl from the hope that they mav be .ible to 
justify that eonhdeiiei* utui to diM’ltarye if duties o a to promote 
the ]>uhlir eood, will sive theiii.sel ve . from ereat di .-i ppm tif oe-nt ' 
by po.stponiiiif all tboiiehts of iiidividiial enjomiienl to the enmple 
lion of (lieir l:ti>oi' . Ij f ho »• who e eli e of tbllv and •/Ijo <• di ; 
p(!-.Uiou> are o| the .IjiraiUer whieh nlone c.m lit tlieui for that 
■ f at mn look (o .•em ,• nmch per on d nr.'il itieal ion vv Ijih- « a v iim* I he 
rod o! jiower (liev w :l! lind in fleit a in all other human cab-nlat tons 
and plan “ !ie>oiu oii eaiih b<'low,'’ ih.P 

't !ii. aSini"’ ni.'S''* m*<i 4 Ihut imU.e . 

t ;iU in fill* |io<jh:-!'i| ■>, 
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At the very head of their disappointments -will stand those in¬ 
separable from the distribution of patronage, that power so dazzling 
to the expectant dispenser, apparently so easily performed and so 
fruitful of reciprocal gratification. Whatever hopes they may in¬ 
dulge that their cases will prove an exception to the general rule 
they will find, in the end, their own experience truly described 
by Mr. Jefferson when he said that the two happiest days of his 
life were those of his entrance upon his office and of his surrender 
of it. The truth of the matter may be stated in a word: whilst 
to have been deemed worthy by a majority of the People of the 
United States to fill the office of Chief Magistrate of the Republic 
is an honor which ought to satisf}'- the aspirations of the most am¬ 
bitious citizen, the period of his actual possession of its powers and 
performance of its duties is and must, from the nature of things, 
always be, to a right minded man one of toilsome and anxious 
probation. 

In these opinions and feelings I had become more than ever 
confirmed before the termination of my voyage. Under their in¬ 
fluence I resolved to limit my future public life to a residence for 
a 'few years at the Court to which I wms accredited, in the per¬ 
formance of public duties entirely congenial with my habits and 
disposition, and which I hoped to make useful to my Country and 
creditable to myself, and after their expiration to return to my 
home, if permitted by Providence and to the pursuits in which 
my last years have been employed and from which I have derived 
more true happiness than I have ever before enjoyed. It was in 
the full lielief that such was to be the chart of my future life that 
I landed in England and with such views I would, in all probability, 
haA'e returned to my native land but for a transaction already al¬ 
luded to and which will unavoidably become the subject of further 
comment hereafter. 

My reception by the King and his Ministers was cordial—as it 
then appeared to me, particularly so. But the latter impression is 
not uncommon on the minds of our Ministers arriving at European 
Courts. Eemoved as we are from the rivalries and consequent jeal¬ 
ousies and, ill some cases, ill will which are always more or less 
affecting their relation with each other, they have more seldom rea¬ 
son to qualify the exhibition of entire cordiality in the reception 
■of our diplomatic representatives. In England this is perhaps espe¬ 
cially the case, and I doubt whether in any other Country the great 
body of the people enter as largely into the policy of their Govern¬ 
ment by exertions to produce upon the representatives of foreign 
'Governments favorable impressions towards their own. In addition 
to the good dispositions thus common and creditable to the Govern- 
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j)l(> tif lOnj^luiul (iii'n* hail hi'iMi haiturf^ in llu* jni'.t 
t-t'n tlu'iii and Amiri'w Jai-lvMUi N\infli at tin* 

.ssinn, to ^ivn ituTiaiMai I'ai-iu'.-diu'N:. to rin'!in*i:s us 

lih'iitial t'li'ftinii of IS21, (uai. .lut’k-nn wn-. far fruju 
flinih' pii'^iticm in ndutinn !o lla* anla^mii t ir (mlitiral 
.sdiit’h tin* two p'rat parties in tlu- (’imnlr\ had pndVss- 
•in'd. 'riu' hu'^i' soil* hf riTi'in'd wa-. mainly produoi'd 
adudrutinn of his tnilllary (‘harurtm* and a u ido 
cion nf his iutc^n-ity in all (hin«^;. 'ho thi- c oon mi 
nddi'd dissatisfaction with the inthnaicc of tlu- caiicii*; 
had ai'ipiircd coti>id<'i-ahlc force in ail ijiiartcr . Hr. 
; tiicrc-fore, to a greater extent than had c\er hefore 
i xcd one ^ri\cn hy former adherents of all paj'tii*.. Hut 
'iiao,. thu ; [iroiluccd, all ho’ increased hy otht-r can c 
in*r arrested than wa . anticipated. .In.tly alarmed liy 
j'inn doctrine', advanced hy .Mi-. Adane: a-, the ha i of 
*ntion. the' .supporter., td' .Mr. ('raw lord, cun tiinird of 
ly of tile old rcpiihltc;ia orjuini/at um, adopted (hm. 
H'ir candidate Mr. Crawford', continned had health 
■ future ineompiMciicy removitp’' c\ei\ pej on.j! oh 
^iilopiiiui of that cour e on hi*, account, and the prin 
t hy (h*n. dnck.soiK in the earlier pei-iod-. of hi. pnhli*- 
C them .stTony*'polit ir.'d eiicoiirayenicnt to pur tie it. t )nc 
ueiiees of this ;4t‘|) was n withdrawal from Ids side of 
lid fetlernli'ls who had at hr 4 mihruced it with much 
li the exception of tlie particular friends of Mr. Clav, 
i \ reorpini/.alion of tho.e who had aipporti-d <lcirct' on 
a^uin.st Mr. Adams’s atlmini I rat ion and in favor of 
»f .1 ack on. 

“ Power of the t'ountry -.aw in tlii, conjuncture an nn 
osilioii to if , -upremuev, and the P»ank of the I duted 
inlly, a like re-.i-.tancr to the I'Xtelision of d 7 chaffer, 
miuptitudi' W’hich chariicteri/e-. tljc movement.s of lliut 
,*vy held of exertion it therefore defenmueii lo autji'i 
f*stion, ill \v«‘!l U' iht' adoption of t h-u. JueK on' c.m 
to uniteit ilt'iuocraey, ami to take the ju-.-f .my trjr, 

i I'leelloii. A larpe poftinii of tlu- toek of the Ikiuk 
IMiydaiid. principalis hy hunker and hv the jn-ntr\. 
'Iik'tucn of di .tiiict iiitj, mauv of whom hud frc»- aert- 
I'lnncut and ui-rc capahk- of intlncncinif it. action m 
(Icrahk- dcofcc. I hi iutei'e t, hv fciisun of the dit!i|.u-r 
XV a aliened to Ik- cxpo-i-d from the election of th-n. 
rcLUirded a a fore h»m e frciin whii‘iw with tla- rn 
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t*<)ur!ijL^(Miii'n( ulul ‘-yiiijlutliis*-' ni (lu* fUtirt* utnuit’il iiiti-rf’-'t ni Imili' 
iaiit!. tiu* Bunk miii'ht I'll’t'iii\t' aiil in tlu* (mairlr npnit 

wliii'li il had rt‘S(dvi‘d foidhwith in auti'i’. Arrordini,''!v it 
its lal)()i’s, lliro' tlu* nunrnuu id' it- hinpdi.Nlt frinid-. and {Hirlinii nt 
tilt* I'in^lisli prt'ss, tn projiidli’t’ tin* nuni'-’trv and tin* pnldic mind 
(O' (Ji'(*Ht Britain against (»rn. .lark on, and to ran-a* it tn !)i> he 
licna'd thrnn^hout tlu' kin,<xdnm that hi- tdi'idimi urndd U* flu* pri* 
{'iirsor of nnirli "troiddr and pii-.sihl\ of war hctwinni tin* tun 
('()nnlri(‘s. O'lu’sr tdlurl.*-. wria', in tin* iir t in-.tan<’r, ipiitn Mina*-, fid, 
and in vurinns ways t>M'i1»‘d an cxlfii ivr intlufina* npnii tin* ran 
vnss. Xn( all tin' srlli-h -^rhi'mi's and intri^iu*- and iuintural hi 
IhiiMicrs hnwi'A'ar, wiiirh «•()ldd hi* -.rt in inntinn and hrmudil !•» 
iK'ar iindi‘r tlu* auapii’t*-. id’ tlu* Muin’V lkiui*r uf hnth (’ntuitrif. 
could ri’niv.l (la* wide >prt*ad and deep eatnl jiiipitlarily of Jack nii, 
nis electioii produced .ureat alarm in Kurland hut the forehodiu”’ 
out id' which it sprnuLr ucre spi’cdily and happily fal dinl h\ leeit 
iinati* means. I'hpniand ua-. fortunaleh\. rrpie etUed, at the time, 
near our (fovi*rumeiil hy Sir t'harle- K*. \'an;diam a praetieal, in 
lellie'ent and thoroii/aldy hone I man, u Im, altho' ■ \ mpathi/inn. a 
tdmo.sl all foreie-n iuini*d<*r.-. do here, with the part) then m oppo 
sifioii, was loo M*ir-ihle a loan to act upon the repii* entafmn tint 
had hei'U made to him in respect to the new I'l e- idetu’' i/ener il 
fet'dii^'s towards lMi;eland at the nmiueiit when hi ch-etMn ua 
secured and w h<*n hi- l’ori*i^u policy ua*. ahmit to he authenf ieall) 
iudieati'd hs” himself. Step., already referred to vere taken at (he 
earlii'st praeticahh* du)' after (he complete oruaui/ation uf the new 
('ahinet to hrin.e- tlu* whole diplomatic corp . in communication with 
the Bre.sidi'ul elect and to aihu’d (hem more lelmhh* oppui t nnii ii* 
and heiter fueilit ies to m(*nsiire his dispo-it ioiu. a- well a., hi cajiaei 
lies than could he d(*rived from hostile otiree-. 'I'lieM* Sir t'h.u le 
emhraeed with u siiu'cre di-sin* to :irrl\e at the trntli and it ilid 
not lain* liiiu km^f to heroine eoinitieed of the evfeni to ulueh the 
(hmeral’s eharaeter and temper lia- heen misrepre cuted, or to at 
isfy himself tliai as lono' a-, his tto\i*rmuent coidiiied it claim, to 
wind was ri^dil it eonhl ilesin* no hetter man to deal with than 
Bresiihmt »laek,soii. I he,-,e view- he ke-t no time in eotumnnicai intf 
to his < hivermiH'iil and I need not add that thev produced decided 
and ^n-ntifyiu”' elFei'ts. 'I'he <*arly appreiu'U ton-, of the Briti h 
(iovertimenl, (he proee-s Ip wldeh Ihev laid heen -u pend.-d and 
liiiallv' dissipated and the ^U’atiiieation (*\p(*rieuceii on liudinr them 
to have lieeu unfomnled wen* freely ri'ferred to in in) inteivievv 
with the Kino- and his ministers, luid alwii)-. with uimH’eeted ati-. 
luetion. On tin* oeeusion id’ my last visit to him at U'ind or. 


MS. IV. 11, Mr.. 
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Kin<>: Willinin took iiu' usulo luul ik'scribcMl Id nu‘ (lu* 1o 

wliicb all (‘lassos of bis siibj('o(s bad la'ou ulannod by Mu' lU'Ws of 
du' (b'lu'ral’s ('h'olion. “ Bnllu' said. “I kt'|)|. inysc'lf fian' friun 
•UiDsi' alarms, for I b;ivo made i( a rulo (bro' lil'o novor (o l•^mdl•mu 
an uoti’i('il man, and, in ivspool to snob nudtors, I roixardod Mr. 
daokMui” (so bo oallod him) ‘"■as })bH‘od in Uiu( po-silion. 1 said 
to l.bos(‘ wbo oxpri'ssc'd lo mo tboir approlu'nsioir-, I will jndm' Mr. 
Jaokson hy his urtsi 1 hnvt' done so and I am sati.sliod Mial wr 
shall have' no roason to oomplaiu of injnstioo at id-' baud- .” 

Wlion such IVolings o.ntor tlu' breast of John Hull oitbor towards 
J’ur(‘ip:u (iovoriunonts or towards tboir subjects or citi/.oii. it is nut 
in his iia(iir(' to siip])i‘i'ss (bom. Nor did Mu' disposition t'\‘incod by 
tlio Kin^ ami by (ho people to aelvnowlod<f‘e (ion. dackson'.s jimtiee 
ami mafi,'muiimi(y sippeai* (o bo in any do^'roe weidis'iu'd either isy -i 
n'colb'etion of (bo .sovt'ia' (‘n('(mnl('rs which bad taken pbu’e be(w('(ni 
Us in (bo Whir of ISPJ, or by Mu' aninuisilios and event;. <d’ an older 
dab'. A p('opl(* l(‘ss ‘Ji'm'i’oit.s and hijL>'bmiiided miirltt allow iheii! 
seU’os (o hi' Milts aH’ocled, bill I did not nU any oce:i ion uidu' . (he 
oxbibilion of snob pr<'judici's on tlu'ir part. 1 lune, on (be contrary, 
(d'li'ii bt'ard (hem speak (d’ (he Irinmplis which the forinne oI w;!r 
bad c'ivi'n to our arms at their t'xpeii.se in (be \\a\ in which a brau' 
nulion, eonScioUs of its ;.( ri‘Ue;( !i, <'ould alVord (o peuli ol Mue.e b\ 
whom i( had boon occasioindly dofi'utotl; a eonce siim in onr ea e 
doubtless made less dillictilt and los% nnpulalable by Mu‘ considera 
lion of (bo oxtonl (o which wt* wu'ri' descended front n eomuion an 
eostry. d'ho Htikt' <»f Uiehmond, spt'akiu|X of (he batfh* of .New 
(Irlonns, told nu' that his ro^imout was oiipif.p‘d in Mutt action, iia\ 
in^ boon Inuisferrod lo (ho I'nitt'd Stutt's imiui'dititoly after tlu* 
(I'rmination of Mu' war on the (’oiitinout, and that he hud been 
aceidonlally prevonled from aecompanyiipf it, as it had been his 
intention to do, in which eu.se, he added, v\i(h a hearty huiph. he 
would probably ha\‘e lu'Vi'r enjoyed tlie pteiisurt' of tukinr' nu- by 
the hatul in Hn^xland. nossiid‘'it cannot lu* ih'uiod Mmt you llopt'cd 
us Mu'ro, but We do not think Mu' \vor*a' of you for (bat I ” lie ;.poKc 
on that- occasion, if doubt not. Mu' feoliuiX'. <>f his ( 'omit rymen 'out 
orally; I am Mire that lu' di(( so fur n^< m> obseiw at ion extended, 

Sinct're respeet for the ehartieter of (len. ,laek tm. and an earne t 
de^'iro (hat liltertM and friendly in(ereoni'*.e .*.ltould he eidlnaietl 
between the (W o CtUllltrie Were ni»t onlv pie\ailillc but uctiu* feel 
iny on (be part of the (ioxernnu'iit and people of tireat Ibitain 
at the period of np\ ,'irrivul, aiul con ideration of the clo e relit 
tion exist iny bet Wet'll ibe (Tt'iier.d uml nty .t'lf, of wbieb tbe\ wju'e 
well inloriued, di»nb(h'.ss hail it' inlluenee, bt'forc tbev knew aip\ 
thiny of me perMiuall}, in seeiiriny the marked ctmrte'V uml !;ind 
ness uith whieb I was treated during my entire stay in that Country. 
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'Flu' qiU'>li()ii of dll' North hi<iuiil:it\\ Irui jn t he‘n lU* 

( idnl iiv tilt' uiiijiin*, and tlu'rc ua-. noihiin' to ho done at flio tnu--, 
at. Litudon, in n'pird to it -asc to dhtaiu oino i‘\jdan.ut'Uf and 
avowals on t lit'part id' llu' Brit i h < iio friuia-nt u’lrdt tho i’i> ah in 
tlnuiiiiit ini.alit. farilitatt' ids own ant ion upon tlm idnnnt, nu.j 
whirh wt'rt' promptly iiiuih' on my applinalion. Bx- idn tlm i.idina! \ 
and constantly accrnlniji: husini"-'• tln'ro wa im imiut ot pt-.a:)! ua 
portanci' in our national rt'Iatiou. that ticm.mdcd attnisttiui ox.-.-pt 
that id' Intprt"•^mcnt., a Mihjt'nt uluch w a-, mi both id«-innaidmi 
as posM‘s^.ina a ilt'amt' of iuiportannc not • uh nijunut 1\ inaii'nd. It 
liaii iiccn, licl’orc and after tin* iwir ttf Isld. idahorattdv ih nn rii 
in .'tc\t'ral stinccs i\c nen'otiatmn • hy soiun ot tin* ahU- f nsniii ot 
holli ( oiinl rii'N hiil without -ati-fantorv result.. Thn nil.si <d om 
inereast‘ in nutnher.:, reputation and all elementr. o! nat'ou.d tmn.nth 
.sinee tliut period, and id’ the eertuiuty of war upon the lii t eHor 
eisi' id' the rio'ht ehdmed, in n'linoino appreheu iou of luture 

t roiihh* from that ■ottree were not fh«*n hue-eeu. 'I he unuot ;.tt aoj 

of a sutisfaetory arrauneiiienf in la* pert to it. <d'(rn hrf.ue atfrniptnd. 
was made thi* leadin<^ point in my in fruetiun . 'lie- I’m id>-ui 
had allowed me u lilH'ral [lart iniftat ion in their prepar.it am, and, 
helie\‘iny that nou-esNetifiai ohtaele in tlu' vwiy id' fmiuiT ne;'.. 
tiatiom^ had hei'U remoM'd, I entertained trotio ieqn- of -.u, r,- 

in that on which 1 propo ed to enter. .*^e\eral mten, n-w . took pi.me 

hetween laird Ihilmer.ston, then Mini ter of I''orei;rij All or , .oid 
myself, in which the whole * uhjeet was talked oit-r with uundi free 
doni and eamlor. \'iew'.s equally lihernl in flu-ir p,-jjrjal heanun 
with those ri'eeidly aeti'd upon hv the Brifi-li (hoernmeni in re 
puird to the riidil of seareh qne.tion, were e\pre rd ut lh>- e u.iei 
views hy hi-. Loi'd .hip in the ■ ineerif_\ of whieh I pi i.-ed ft.o- 
eonliiieiiee. 'That the preservation of paeitie and eordi.d r.-l.ifs.n. 
hetwei'ii the two eonntries was an ohiert of more nupfUt.Oire to 
(he wa'lfsire of hnth than the eluim of I'ither in rela! *ou to the 
siihjert inatti'i' under eousidtu'ut ion wa • a sturtuii!!' point in om 
tli'liherations and we did not dmiht that a wav eould he d.ni rd h-. 
wliieh the rights of both (o (he ervices of tlieir r:iiuru in i.me 
of pi'aee eoiild lie -eenred without a re ort to irriiatino pro d 
iuj/.s of nay desi'ription, and thus u jirohtle .mui-e of r..iifrmio}i 
he removed. All (hat seenu'd iu'e(*v>,siry to the fruit nn- of fie- •• 
expeetatiou; was a more elip-ihle eondilion in the atfau of Bmdand 
|o pro'-eeut(‘ (lie negotiation. 'I’he eonferenees of fin* r-pieeiu.i 
(Ive-; id’ (lie prineipal powers <d’ I'hirope, upon vvho .* de!sin-rut um 
the qiit'-liou of peaee or war was suppo'-ed to depiusd, Isirdlv !•■ 
than KuirlHud her.M'lf were (’onvidsed hv tin* tierce ngitution of the 
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‘jrrrut. nuMisurv of P:iflianu>n(arv Ivrlnrin liroUjLiiit forwaial hy Lord 
(hvy’s adiuiuist rat ion. 8'Iu' vxti'ut to winrh (his siihjrrt. oniployrd 
ilu' (iiuo and rtajuircal liu‘ active attention of (iu* Ministry can 
well he ima^'iued. They conscajuently di'sireil t.o delay dt'linitive. 
action upon any other the iinnunliate. scttlcuu'nt. i>f which was not. 
matter of prt'ssin<;' lu'ccssit.y. It. was mort'i)\-er apprf'hiuuletl that, 
it woidil he. neither safe nor expedient to hriuij; lu'fon'. the. ('onm 
try, lit. a period of such violent, excitement, a measure in n'^iu'ct. 
to which its sensihilities had been on previous occasions" di'cply 
moved, and with which lai’^e portions of its pi>o[)le hidicMal its 
naval supremacy infiimdt'ly connecti'd. It was feared that no proj¬ 
ect. in relation (o a (jnest/um .so liable to la* made a tiislurhin^ om*, 
]iow(*\'cr wisely diwisi'd ami rl'^ht in ils<‘lf, i-oultl I'scapi*, if hrou<»;h(; 
for-wai’d at the moment, the jL^eiieral \'or(cx of parti.sau prejudices or 
amdd he jti(l<^ed upon its own m(*rits. d'hcsi* consideralions wen*!, 
introduced with .suitable dt'licacy by Lord Palmer, t.ou as furuish- 
iujL^ rea-sm foi* postponin'^ fnrtlu*r action upon the sulijeet of our 
cousidation until after tla^ st'ttlement id* (he Peform <,}ueslion, and 
pcrcci\iu,n' their weiu.'ht atul fully lu'licvinjLr (hat. (he (io\!‘nuuent. 
wouhl be succc'-sful in (he ^I'eat dome..(ie eontrnveiv.y which im- 
jiended, and would thus be enabled to ai't in oUr matter witli l<‘s.; cm 
barras.auent, 1 concurred in (lu- su‘nrc.-.(ion for delay. 

Lord Pahiu'rston uftcrwanls informed me that the Kin^*; had 
commanded him to expre-s hi.s sal i.-d'action with the eouf'.e I had 
pur lied upon the subject, and I ha't* never doubted that my ulmo:4 
wishe.s wouhl have ))e<‘n realized if their i-aici’css upon t la* ri'form 
ijuevtioii had been iinqiialilied and if I had remaim'd at the pi»:d 
n.s’iijcucd to me. '’I'he rejci’iion of my nomination liy (la* Si'iiatc 
within a month or (wo pre.scntcd imperative reasons for nbaiidouiip'X 
tin* nee-()(iat ioii. d'he news of (hat rcjeetioii reaehed Lotulou duriu*^ 
tin* exeniiii!; hefori* (lu*. <,)iieeu"'.; tir.sl Ib’uwin^ Itoom of tlu' season, 
and wa-. puhli-hed the next, morniun; in (lie new*^.papcr-.. 'Fhe fa<'(. 
(iiat (he proceediiiy -. of the Senate had been earrii'il on with elo .cil 
(loots, vas .stated in a way which eotrsidered in eoiuieetiiin with (lie 
i imilarity of tin* ticcounts in the dilb'rcnt journal , jo lilied the 
inferetiee (hat the orie;ina! hatl been pi'i'pared in (he l’nilt*d Stale, 
and hud been misehit*vously concocti'd, 'Fho i* who wen* tusl awai’i* 
that iheexeeidive hu:-;im*‘^.s id’ the .Senate i ah\aw thii. Iran aeted 
wotdd naturally infer that tin* '‘harye ■ upon which It* dee', ion ban 
lieeit founded imputed erimi* or, at (he leu^4, some oirenci* parlaKiu/^ 
id’ that eharaeter. I had .strong rt*ason for .sir-peetiiio' the ayeuey 
<d' ;in Aiiierieati, (lien in London, in (In* contrivance, hut a my 
proof ua i!ol po itiie I do not m<‘nlion hi.s name. Pindine: myrclf 

MS. IV. e t.M!, 
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quilt' uinvi'll in llu' morning I inul elf(i*niiitu*tl tit'l In aKfiul flti' 
Drawing' Room utul to kaop to my hi'il for llu' liay ami haR tlirf.■(.**! 
iiiy mail (o lu' hrouii’hl to my lit'il room. Slriii'k l»v thf umi nal 
Diimlu'r of my Icllt'r.s, 1 >t‘lt’t’l{‘tl, from amon^ ;.t'Si‘ral on uhi.-h 1 
ri'ctiiixni.st'tl a liamUvritinn- fuiniliar to nu', oiU' from my irn 1\ frimiti, 
('luirt'hili (’. (’amlirt'li'ii^i:, than a rnpri'scntativr in (’onyrf from 
till' city of Nt'W ^’ork which lir.'it informctl me of the action of the 
St'nalc in tlm-a' (erms: 

\V\NHlNti .'7 J'in't/ 

.Mv I'! \t: l■'la^.Mt. 

t .Nii)i't‘r(‘l,\' ciiiiariiitiiatt' jnu (ni ><iur rcjiTtioit to da- .-.'••Oi- i' n* 

iiHit li;. Ilii' i'!!"'! in:* \ nO' 111 ’ t Ilf \‘iff 1‘t'f .iilfjit ; 'ravfv.fll A 'ft‘cr !•■! oai 

acil 1 Ifluh’ii'k.N, III' liiiliaim. Ha.\ (if, .\tUtfr, I'niinlf\lfr am! AtoMSi-, «■: \;.ilMUia 
aa.'iiira .\i<it I’.iltlt A 1 ’rinil in--, imt lU'f‘-f lit , Imtli 1 itl’f niff *•<•:< nnin, I'a-o 
ilif liual intis. • 

t f<ni- iilfi’ liii-; Its n prin iilfii!ial iiitfi’|i"Niti"U in .M'tir fiunr. A uoif o-. i ;> 
aft na* iii'\fr fniimiillfil !i> tiifii hi llifir sfUif. Itnlffil, iiUlm' l h.n! 
ilf.ilfit U, 1 fiililil uul pfi'siiinlf in,\ ’fit’ III !ifhf\f IliHt (hi :; ]• : ;>•' • ■■'CC. 

lirivf Ihfiii liitu a ntfiisiirf tin* iiifvitatilf n-.tilt nl vdiiclt ii-i-. in h.of !=< i . > .i 
ity a Nfhuiilliu\, 'lull ui!i,\ imafijif Jmw lulniii alit,\ {lift >-i - CiOt..' , '.i a 

HuKalf., 'rnialln-.iai, .Inlui'.tini, Sfinnmr aiui mihlnu . ‘ Mifni .» ci. f i’,. 

\ii(f'. Wfii' |trffiNfl.\ If- (lif,\ >liMn!il Ji,Uf Itffii u !• (1‘uli! n*‘! It-oi- ’ 
lifllta". 1‘nnf 1 lii.\ Uf lim! inul liiiiisfir uu ihf i ra\f lU < ’.tllKHr, .■ o , 

('!a\ ilif III fadi iitlifr'-* iiriii'-, 'I'lif turiufr f«*uihiflf<i tu '‘Ui''' - >>’. - .i 

tli;'iii(,\ Ihf laltfi’ with Ninuf! liiiu’. ui' \ IflfUff (hf .ihu'f i aitif lifu; Mca. i.l 
Sti, ('am. tiiif nl ('aliinun's ii.u'kf S''; tail tlu' tiiiiij' i-. ntliitir.tlii*- >i'i| -.ci '»• .t.u 
\ , I*, in Niiitf tti ,\niirsfli' anil .oui will riilc n\fr tmir mbfi- uu-.«i i c.Lfi 
.vnti will lints; (lifiH nl'liT .N nil 1 / I'XihilU. lu lUv luitliiUtht nf thf .'a:.no- du-v 
lui\t' llniif (he llffit luit "lUriUllU wnnil will fiilUf ' Ac Ac. 

('lUlU* hafU jf-. (fuifk an \nu fan Wi* InOf Im (rsuuinhai iio hi a in uui 
Unliif, hut Uf’ll ;s!\f \iiU iiN warm a ifffplinii a. fver (’ni.ijuf i ..i h <.i 
Siiiffri'ty > r. irlfuil 


I placed implicit (’oidiiicticc in ihc -uiircc of ihi. foionoOticalion 
and whHlc\(‘r wanting' in it to ctmiplcfc (he pu-lute oi the whole 
transaction my kuoulcdn'i' of men and thinp. :i( home wa ulhca-nt 
to .supply. I ror-c instantly iind, at li'n^t ti'inporarily, rclleicd fiom 
my indisposition hy (he NtiimihtN ntlmini ti'rcd hy iich new , 1 joined 
Mr. W'a.Miinc'ton Ininir', who then re ided Aith me. .md the >i-eif-i ir\ 
of the Iw'iLCation at tht' hreukfast table. 'They had read the a-conui , 
in (he journal.N and were, of eoiir-t*, not u little di tnriK-d h\ th<-m. 
1 handed Mr. ('amhrelen.e’-. letter to Mr, Irviiq*', referred to tin- m 
formation ijdsen him li_\ the ■ ervunt of the (ate of my health Imt 
.said (hat 1 (hoU|fhl it would notwith-tandinm now lu- nefe ,u-\ th if 

•khilfiiiu \V. 'r.i/,‘‘vvi'll itiiil .hiltii 'r.\ If 1 ' uf VliKhiki , Wini nil lUit.lj at -, ti- '«. I 
lluyti*' iuiil Sirplfit n. .MiU'-r uf Kuitih euiullUii; rusii(t» 'it-i i..?* sn .-cj; o 

brlfl .Muuff ; Ooti'Ki' M. HUiI' uf KfiitiifU.'ii, iiinl Simuu i l'o<(t(ii <i uf \- oi.uut 

- l!fiiiiiit.lii Uiua’tfM, uf olilii; Oiilfuii 'rutitUiioiti lit . ii» nt ; .1....!«,{» Ii.uietu-ii 

Ilf I.iiuhkimt; Iliiriillii SfVitiuur uf ViTimuit, anil .V’lkfi- Uulililifs uf ohlu. 
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I should attend the Drawing Room. He considered it desirable if it 
was possible and would not involve a too great sacrifice of feeling. 
The necessary orders were accordingly given and we proceeded to 
complete the reading of a budget of letters, most of them from 
friends at home and similar in sincerity and spirit to that which I 
have inserted above. 

On my arrival at the Palace I unexpectedly found Lord Palmerston 
in the room set apart for the use of the Diplomatic Corps engaged in a 
conversation with those who' had arrived of which I was the subject. 
He immediately took me by the hand, and, leading me into a recess, 
told me, in substance, that having received on the previous evening 
a despatch from Mr. Bankhead, the English Charge at Washington, 
informing him of what had taken place there in respect to myself, 
he at once transmitted it to the King who had sent for him at an 
early hour and commanded him to see me before the commencement 
of the ceremonies of the day and to communicate to me the views 
he had taken of the aifair. It was, he said, far from His Majesty’s 
habit or desire to meddle in any way in the proceedings of foreign 
Governments in respect to matters which did not affect his own Coun¬ 
try, nor was it his intention to do so on the present occasion; but 
being satisfied from the information he had received that the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Senate had been extensively founded on political and 
partisan considerations and established nothing that ought to im¬ 
pair the respect he entertained for me, he thought it due as well to 
the President as to myself that he should say so at the earliest practi¬ 
cable moment. To this the King had been pleased to add that I had 
been long enough in England to know that no class of her public 
men were exempted from experiencing the excesses of party spirit, 
and that they thus became the more capable of understanding and 
duly appreciating them when they occurred elsewhere. What His 
Majesty desired was that I should feel neither disquietude nor em¬ 
barrassment but rest entirely at ease in regard to my standing with his 
Government and himself. I was of course highly gratified by these 
seasonable and considerate proceedings on the part of the King and 
by Lord Palmerston and thus expressed myself in terms which I 
thought called for by the occasion. 

The reigning Sovereign with the members! of the Royal Family 
occupy at Levees and Drawing Rooms, a stationary position before 
the throne. The company, preceded by the Diplomatic Corps, enter 
the Throne Room in procession and exchange salutations with the 
Royal Circle in passing and go out at another door, except such as 
are entitled to remain in the Presence, as it is called, and, these, 
consisting of the Ministers of foreign and the home Governments 
and a stated few beside form in group in front. The only occasions 
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(HI V. hit’ll any of flu' iinpi’i\ilciit’il fitiujcui) t<>\i sh thfir 
hcriirt' liu‘ Ivityal Cirt-lf art* wlifti pi't* fiitat I'lU aii* in Ik* i;sti!r ni 
odiiT pi'l’iniUi’il (lutif - ti) lie pfrlunuft!, nr when an;, ili.hi ah; il ; 
atltlrc'-ftl hy (lit* StiviTfiaa, in uliifh lafti’i' aa «* fhf i.-nu-iiir-ni 

of till' pi’Oi’i'Nsion IS arri--ti‘il niilil llu' I'niut’f atinu i- flit •■h to an 
u])pi’opriali' how on (he Kin;';':-; part. Ur ilctahiftl uw hin*> foitunti 
tti ('Xpr{‘>.s ill very kiinl ti»ri!i;, hi-; rei»'re( at Mhal had Irippi-m*,! 
aHVet iiiu- nil' and a hop*' t^i^d I wttuhl n-main in I-hud uid fnr niai 
liine‘ aftei-tin* expirat ion of ni_\ lui ion, aini o fmih. 'I'lu- 1 >iiiu‘•. I 
Su>sex, >tandini»‘ -.ona' di-tanee from nu\ hut fnwerio;*' in hi hin- n 
lean proportion, ahose all the eonipany, exeiaiuied in a hnid (m.-c 
^^’hat is tliis, Mr. \’an Ihiren, that 1 ha\e n*.nl in the papej ! I 
hope it i > nut trut'l” I \va-' iou far frt»ni hint to r>-pl’. :u a. ord to.I 
eoiild only a.’-M'ut to tin* autheiilieit) of tin* nf.w he lei'eritd to hs 

loot ion-: oil Nvliieh he aildeil "all 1 ran ay i tlial 1 an; ‘.r!\ ..U' 

for it." Similar a;--, lira nee . of ;,*uod ulll weii* e\pre --I j,-. iht' 

(Jlleell and hy other nieniher. of the lhi_\:d I‘‘ai.n!., h,aii o ;P] 
friendly ralutatimi • fi’om \arioti nther Miuree m.id.- tin- 
pns:-. inori' upreeahly than 1 eoiihl h;i\e antieipated. 

Xur were the exhihition of Ui-!i feelim'■ eun!:n.‘d i*. fh.- (..n 
eminent tti uhielt 1 hatl heeii aei’I'eiliteth anti It* t ho ,■ iff e-ot-d f,, ;{, 
Seieral p'ntlemen td’ the tippuitioU, W ho e a.-fjii.um.o;.'• I had 
not. hefore madi', stepped foinsard ttt lieu me eiwiidr . >:e Uuh 

ert. Peel, uith wlmm I had a-, vet h.'ol m* intereoni t, ft i . jid 
for me. the next day amh as uon a I reinnuti if, em i.e- an mm 
tation to dinner whieh 1 aeeeptett. d’he Iv.itl id' We tmttiePnd. on,- 
id’ lii.s political frieinls, did the .\ame ami iiiftirmeil ne-, {hi./ hr 
Mill, that Sir Pohert Woldil meet me at hi' Inm .e if I toidtl aeeo|jt 
hi:. Invitation, and tliat hi* would he plea i-.l to pre ent me !<* ..ihei 
*rt •titlemeii wiilr whom he thon<i)i( it would hi* ajot-eahle to un- fe 
become ucijuuiuied before 1 left, PiiLdaud: hut my eiimo'emruf f.u 
the eht»rl. period I iiilemleit to remain put if out of ju*. pt»v.ei {»i 
avail myself of the Karl', friemlly aflentioie. 

Not eimtent with his previous aet of kimlue- the Ktmn at mv 
aiidienee of leaw, expn* eif a de irt* that I would p'i\ a mu {.< 
Ihe o'ood (,)iieen and him-.elf at W'iml or ('a-t h* lud'iu'e m\ de|.iifiue 
from the (’onntry. 'Fhe .-.everi* illiie td' a near relatue of (tm i/ue.-n, 
then on a visit to (he (’ourt. put it out tif Id. power to r.-.-eue n,.- 
at that inomi-n(, hut if In*!* health Imtihl impro\.* in es .-n I^.id 
Palmerston, he ,said, wttultl apprise me t.f tlie fae{ ainl of die f.me 
when my vi.'-it would hi* aeeeptuhle. 'I’hi . wa ihtne ami { -.peni tw.i 
(lays at tin* (’astle upon us easy and familiar a fotifinr'' v sih if ■ m 
mates as eould have been (lie ea-e in auv private f.imdv. Por.l 

* MH. iv, n. m.s. 
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Palmerston was requested to attend the King during my stay and 
dined with us both days, remaining over the night of the first, and 
the King had also the goodness to direct the attendance of my friend, 
for such he truly was, Sir Charles Vaughan, who, by his command, 
continued during my visit at the Castle and returned with me to 
the city. His Majesty also took the keys and shewed me many of 
the most interesting parts of that venerable and noble pile. The 
Queen went with us to Virginia water, and on the morning of our 
departure, the King on foot and the Queen in her carriage, took 
us to the cottage on the slope—a building planned by themselves 
and finished throughout according to the Queen’s taste, and they 
directed my attention to its simplicity in comparison with what the 
King called the magnificent structures of “his luxurious brother, 
George IV.” It was on this occasion that he made to me the com¬ 
munication, before referred to, concerning the impressions which 
had at one time generally prevailed about Gen. Jackson, and his own 
course in respect to them. To this spot my carriage had been sent 
and there we took leave of our royal host and hostess after a few 
words from the King expressing, for himself and for the Queen, 
the best wishes for my safe return to my native Country and for 
my future welfare. In my carriage I found four handsome colored 
engravings representing the Castle, the different points from which 
the views had been taken being noted in pencil, in the Queen’s 
handwriting, at the foot of each, and on one of them the window 
of the room I had occupied being marked, a circumstance to which 
she had directed my attention while at the Cottage. After the 
King’s death she sent me, thro’ Lady Wellesley, a sketch of his life 
with a full account of its closing scenes. 

I was told by some of my diplomatic brethren after my return 
that an invitation to the Castle, as a visitor, was a mark of respect 
which had before been confined to members of the rank of Am¬ 
bassador and the representative from Hanover, and that they thought 
mine the first case of departure from that rule. How this was I 
know not;—I allude more particularly to these matters than I 
might otherwise have done, not only because they were, under the 
existing circumstances, peculiarly grateful in themselves but also 
as marking the signal failure of the designs of my enemies so far 
as they were aimed at my personal humiliation at the Court to 
which I had been sent. 

On the day the news of the rejection of my nomination appeared 
in the journals Prince Talleyrand sent me an invitation to meet 
a few friends at his home in the evening. I found a small and 
select party, and among them Lord Auckland, then a member of 
the Cabinet and subsequently Governor General of India. He ex¬ 
tended his hand to me very cordially and congratulated me upon 
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dll' tn>:itint‘iit I hail rfffhtal iVnui tlu' SiMuda. I riaiuirkial (lia! 
altlui' luvM'lf iui’liiUMl tn (hi* ailair iu tlu* liijhf hr Jrd 

I rouhl hai’illv liavi* i'\|h‘cIi'i 1 .sUfh a \a*u tu hi* tuKru <it if !•} a 
straiii'A'i’ aiul at rn ijrual a iH taiin* ItHui llii* ihratre »»t atfit<ii. tn 
whirh lu* fujilitnl. pfunipt !>' " 'll* . u* . I falit* tlu* rij'hf nt 

it! In ‘ali tiiy uxiuTtuiift* I ha\i* ■fliinui kniiwii the > ;u<-r! ut 4 
yoiiit^ uiaii ill ytiui' pD.-'-itaiu frouiifd uith tuarkr<i urt-r v, .hti 
iHi(. hi‘i‘11 inaih*, hi (hr ruiUM* id it, tin* <»t mu.- luh 

otil rii^r 1” 

Aj>j'iipi).s of tlha* luniilitiu of Ih'iiu’t* 'I u!k‘_\ ratid, a rimun-laucn 
onnurrial ifi our hiliTrotir n vdiiinh pnitap . ma_\ aiou’.r loi, jridrr 
fis mill’ll a. it amu i*d un* and v. iiirh may ht* m>t ujthout »nm* n 
ill i-.-.ruualhi;’ (lu* fharatUT of lha! rrli hramd m.u.. I'.-i• o. ii.r i 

I (honL’‘ht, a di po iiiou to irca; i-n* 'Adh luaiLt-d kii.iiu*- I si^ d 
hi'’ hull r td’lmi a tin* iiahil nl urirt i, iii rrhitfiOi fn p'1 >'S. ui 
hi.- po-itinii would and u a a 1 w u;, ■, {vo-;vid ■-mill , .4 > u do 

hy hitUM’lf .and hi ai'rfi*ah!i' idi*'’t’ tlm dr ftnjo. 11: . mt 

ViT.salioii \va , 1 unod h.irdh .•-ay, an niiiailinr nnirr .4 h;.'*-'- ■ i lii 
rioaiioii. oiih ijualilird !<<. tlu* af.-.- i(\, v.r w>-ir nnd'-i f t •'-r«’■ 

hiA iiii'i’U with tlu* otliri* of iiitcrpiftri' ,0. In* did 110! pr id fold !i, 

nor 1 I’d’i’imh. I ua. o mitrlt trm k S'}' tin* »• \( 1 aordm o i, » u. uni 
ntniii’i* that a dipl'uuati t o di’-tunon lu-d and ■ oi, famU m 
.'■imiild not ha\(* anquin'd th>‘ kuii'U.u'f ol .1 C'ountp*, w,fh vdorl* 
hi- owu vva-. in jiixla po itiou and wiuTr o nomh • k- t o<« k.id 
hci'U npl'SlI a. (o fXpir . tuv ni'pri »’ to laud I'.ih.n! t.<!; Uid fo 
a.sk him u iinthnr (hi iioiorani'i* v. a md m omr- d< jorr a .umrd, 
and I vuiitiimd a! (In* ann* tinn* to makr oi.n* rii.|n:ii> ' i lo fhi* 
I'Xlmd to which tin* l’rmc»-‘, muid had hrrn atlc n-d hi 
!i|^i'. d’o my hr; t tjUt* tiou Lord Ikllmci ton aU-V.rird t '.iS ’U ad 
hi’* iiitcrcoiii’M* with him flu-i luvauahly polo* iu hicui h, ind fhit 
they did NO on the a aijuptiou tSmt n wa-^ made m-,» u) fh-- 
l*rint'i‘*N ionoranc'* of tin* iMndi h lani^unpc, lie ad*?, d ihii fh«- 
idea Mi^ifcdrd hy m** had not infrcipscnlii oci-mird n* ion. rip 
and he llmindit it qmte likoL tiuit the old diplomats t. ns i<i|na!2).' 
(he i*Xelii ion id’ the latter medmm of eoiiiiuunn atom tdom iKfi 
di>rli’.sioir , looked, ill a deoi’re a! len q Ui (hr adi. .int;n*r* , i.nO'.nfA 
«‘dly eonsiderahh*. to !»• tlerived from lm\m^’* In nepof; n !>'o ...n 
diieti'd in hi - own ti>nfi:ue. C )ti the other jwimt hr v. i dr. of.-dh, 
of opinion that, tho' ahead) an onnoeuarian. Tath-u'iml* oiri.* d 
fneultiei had not \rt .suth*r»*d the diolitr-.t detrii.u atloii IL 

Mipnieit). ipiieUiie -. of appn*hension and the piqn.me'i, o| !i: /, j 

reeuied rather to inerea e with in', y(‘ar. and wen*. hr a!-t. *•,.n 
.shintl)' find otrikinp!) di plii)'<*t{ in the National t oufi “r»-u< <• III 
wiiieh tliev wel l* I lien enmiifed. 
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I was present at a debate in the House of Lords when the Marquis 
of Londonderry made a violent attack upon Talleyrand. He had 
no sooner taken his seat than the Duke of Wellingfon rose and, with 
animation and fluency quite unusual with him, said that the ob¬ 
servations of the Marquis, on account of the friendly relations ex¬ 
isting between them and the general accord in their political 
opinions, made it necessary that he should without delay disavow 
the slightest participation in the sentiments which had fallen from 
his friend. He had, the Duke said, been associated with the dis¬ 
tinguished man, who had been so harshly spoken of, in transactions 
of the gravest character, involving the temporal ° interests of man¬ 
kind to as great an extent as any that had ever been acted upon and 
he felt no hesitation in saying that he had never been called to act, in 
the management of public affairs, with a man who had discharged 
the duties imposed upon him with a more liberal or faithful spirit. 
He had found him indeed assiduous in his efforts to obtain what he 
conceived to bo duo. to his own Country but never wanting in respect 
for the rights and interests of other Nations. Satisfied that his 
fi-iend had unwittingly done great injustice to the eminent stranger 
then discharging highly responsible public duties in England, he 
felt it to be his duty to correct the mistake into which his noble 
friend had unhappily fallen, as far as his own experience and capac¬ 
ity to estimate the characters of public men enabled him to do so. 
Entertaining a strong confidence in the integrity and candour of 
the Duke this declaration, made with a warmth and earnestness by 
which his hearers were greatly excited, went far to remove from my 
own mind unfavorable impressions in regard to Prince Talleyrand’s 
sincerity and good faith in which I had participated in common 
with, a large portion of the world. I will here, also, take occasion 
to mention that this improved view was greatly strengthened by a 
conversation had long after, at my own house, with Marshal Bert¬ 
rand, who had been Napoleon’s close companion and friend, both 
at Elba and St. Helena, remaining with him till his death and en¬ 
joying his fullest confidence to the last. That upright and every 
way worthy man, notwithstanding the strong distrust in regard to 
Talleyrand which Napoleon carried to his grave and recorded in 
his will, entertained opinions fa^'orable to the honesty and sin¬ 
cerity of the former similar to those avowed by the Duke of Well- 
iug:ton, and expressed them frankly and freely. 

But I am ]:)e,rhaps wandering too far from my promised anecdote 
—which however is a short one. Having received from the worthy 
captain of the ‘^President” two saddles of American venison, as I 
was about leaving England, I sent one to the Duke of Sussex and 


° MS. IV, p. IGO. 



to leave in tlie morning and was therefore obliged to decline but 
promised to call upon the Duchess de Dino and himself for leave- 
taking in the evening, which I did, but without again having the 
pleasure of hearing him talk English. 

A year’s residence in a Country, however great the facilities en¬ 
joyed to that end, is, at least, an inadequate period for the formation 
of entirely reliable opinions of its public men. It is therefore not 
without real diffidence and much hesitation that I say even the little 
that I do say about those who came more particularly under my 
observation. But as the opinions I formed, however hasty, were 
quite unprejudiced deductions from what I saw and heard I ven¬ 
ture on the expression of them, trusting that they will be indulgently 
suffered to pass for what they are worth. 

Lord Grey, whose character as a Statesman has been the subject 
of much observation, was at the time Prime Minister. I saw him 
under circumstances better calculated perhaps to exhibit his true 
character and to give the measure of his capacities than any that 
had occurred in his previous career. I allude to his conduct of the 
Eeform Question, and his leadership in the debate upon the Reform 
Bill in the House of Lords. I chanced to be present when he made 
his celebrated appeal to the Bench of Bishops and denounced with 
much eloquence and unsparing severity sentiments which he charged 
to have been uttered by the partisan Bishop of Exeter. In his open¬ 
ing speech the Earl entreated the Bight Reverend Prelates to con¬ 
sider what their condition would be before the Country if a measure 
on which the Nation had fixed its hope should be rejected by but a 
slim majority of the lay Peers and its fate be consequently decided 
by the votes of the heads of the Church. Those Right Reverend 
Prelates had, he said, shown that they were not indifferent or inat¬ 
tentive to the signs of the times by their introduction of measuies 
for effecting some salutary reforms in matters relating to the tem¬ 
poralities of the Church. In this they had acted with a wise fore¬ 
thought and evinced their consciousness of the fact that the eyes of 
the Country were upon them, as well as a proper sense of the neces¬ 
sity of spMing their house in order and preparing to meet the coming 
stoim. He implored them to follow on the present occasion the same 
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prudent course. This earnest and polished invocation was made to 
include a scarcely concealed menace of the gravest character by which 
the Prelates were profoundly moved. It had, as was alleged, drawn 
from one of them, the fiery Bishop of Exeter, a declaration—whether 
on that floor or in a pastoral letter or in some other public form I 
do not now remember—that the course pursued by his Majesty’s Go'\'- 
ermnent in their support of the Eeform measure was of a character 
well fitted to expose the stability of the Crown to danger. This im¬ 
puted avowal was brought to the notice of the Lords by Earl Grey, 
during an excited stage of the debate,—I believe on the night before 
the final division on the Bill in the House of Lords. He denounced 
it vehemently and in scorching terms as eminently disloyal in its ten¬ 
dency, inconsistent with the allegiance due to the Throne from the 
Et. Eev. Prelate, as amounting, substantially to an invitation to 
insurrection, as a kind of moral treason and exhibited with elo¬ 
quence and power the shocking impropriety of such a sentiment from 
one of the heads of the Church. The Bishop’s bench was, at that 
time, directly behind that of the Ministers. Lord Grey soon turned 
round, thus facing the former and standing within a few feet of 
them, with the Marquis of Lansdowne on one side of him and the 
Duke of Eichmoiid on the other, both members of the Cabinet and 
both doing what they could to increase the excij:ement, by cries of 
hear! hear! which were re-echoed by the supporters of the Govern¬ 
ment and retorted by the opposition. The aroused Bishop had risen 
from his seat and Avithout symptom of flinching gave back to the Earl 
the fiercest glances of resentment and defiance. 

This scene occurred at a late hour of the night—or rather an 
early hour of the morning—^whilst I stood on the steps of the 
Throne, near the bench of the Bishops, the place assigned to the 
foreign ministers, and a more exciting one I have never witnessed. 

Earl Grey was a man of noble stature and dignified address. 
My colleague in the United 'States Senate, Mr. Eufus King, had 
previously described him to me as being, upon the whole, the most 
imposing and impressive speaker he had heard in England. Such 
•was also the conclusion at which I arrived and altho’ to my mind 
his idea) of q,n ultimate and superior obligation to his “order”— 
however chivalrous and unselfish the sentiment in him, the occasion 
of its utterance considered,—compromised the strict integrity of 
his whig principles, he was, Avithout doubt, always and under all 
circumstances a patriot and an honest man. 

The Duke of Wellington Avas not in power during my residence 
in England, and my intercourse with him was limited to a formal 
introduction and interchange of personal civilities when we hap¬ 
pened to meet. He was nevertheless to me, of course, a subject of 
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mncli interest and observation. His unqualified stand against the 
Reform Bill, with the best reasons to believe that its passage or 
that of something very much like it was desired by a large majority 
of the Nation, and the firmness and fortitude with which he sus¬ 
tained the popular rebuke were of themselves, aside from his dis¬ 
tinguished military carreer sufficient to attract to him the attention 
of foreigners. That he was sincere in his opinion that neither the 
welfare of his Country nor the happiness of its inhabitants would 
be promoted by that measure no intelligent and unprejudiced ob¬ 
server of his character and conduct could doubt. Yet in setting up 
and adhering to that opinion against the Avill of the Nation, con¬ 
stitutionally expressed, he made himself for a season exceedingly 
odious to the masses. 

° The usual demonstrations of popular discontent in England, such 
as breaking his window, pelting his carriage with mud, and so forth, 
were directed against him without stint but without shaking his 
nerves or producing the least effect upon his spirit or resolution to 
maintain the position he had assumed. It was not until his judg¬ 
ment was satisfied that farther attempts to resist the popular will 
thro’ the power of the Crown must endanger the peace of the Coun¬ 
try, if not the stability of the Throne, that he declined the honors 
tendered to him by the King and, retiring from the field, advised 
his Sovereign to give the reins of Government into the hands of his 
opponents. 

I returned to England at that critical moment, and just before the 
Duke abandoned his attempt to construct a ncAv administration upon 
the principles he espoused. 

The decision of a majority of the House of Commons is the only 
constitutional expression of the opinion and wishes of the people of 
England. That expression is not binding either upon the Crown or 
upon the House of Lords except so far as is provided by the Consti¬ 
tution which concedes to each of them rights and powers placed 
above the control of the Commons. But its opinion is nevertheless 
the recognised constitutional exposition of the popular will, and that 
branch of the Government, representing the numerical and physical 
strength of the Nation, had unequivocally pronounced in faAmr of a 
material change in the representation of the people in the House of 
Commons. The Duke, acting as the First Minister of the Crown, 
had on a former occasion declared, in substance, that there should 
be no such reform and it was now proposed by the King to restore 
him to the power of which he had been divested through the exercise 
of the popular will with the avowed intention of counteracting and, 
defeating .that will thro’ the instnimentality of the powers vested 
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ill dll' otlu'i’ (wii hnuu'lu'N of tiu' < luw'rniuriit. 'I’ht' I-au' iIiik pri' 
si'uli't! to till' pt'Opli' of was a irravi' mu' lifimr iiuthiti!.!: 

than oiu' of alisoliilo siilinii-siun tn tlu' ili'-.polic t'tmtnil of tluiNi' i(i’ 
pai-tiiu'iils of du' t io\i'i-iunt'iit in tlic rhoifi' of uhioh llu-v had no 
\d(i' or a ri'sorl to tho oNtronu' ri'uu'dy. in which (he cxi liiii* >' (cm 
found its oriirin, forciidc rc-i.'-.fancc. I luui ah-cady ecu nmch to 
respect in Ihi' character of that people hid nothiny -si impre i\c a ; 
their nohle hearing id this fi'arfn! eri-i-.. tin ucca itni of ordinary 
excilenu'nl, whim dan^’crs to their lihcrtii*- were m'cii at a di tnnee, 
public ineetin/Jts, violent- rcsollititui-, chinior aiul rittliiuj were flic ciuu 
mon channels thro’ which popular disi'ontcnt dioued it-elf to men 
in jiowei'; hut now (liat the lu'cc-ity for immediate and clTei-tivcs 
action was iuiiidncnl indeed, at haml none ed’ the e exhihlfiiins of 
an otrended piihlie cntiiiteiii were to he -ecu or heard, ddie trcets 
Were ijiiiet atnl, to an nnu anil cvtenl, altaieloned. ,‘Alienee preiaded 
in the coil'cc roiiiii . and in all place of pnhlii-re oia. 'fhe pre . poke 
in measured term , the Ilou e id I.oid . latid\ till* olijisa of >. iolent 
deiiimeiat ion, ua not spoken of at all, am! ahuo 1 the ouh opi'o ili , 
play of the eondilitin <d' the puldit' loite! wa the uoiiee. pl.o.irded 
on minieroli;; re peet able boll i’ , lio t a\i' pae i lid « " \ ■ - i .oh 1 aiu 

piihlie denion'-t rat ion . ha\e been etjii.dl \ noidlcaut or it «dleet ually 
I’onviiieed anti reformer, of du* ttatitr«‘ of the ere i uhiidi had at. 
hist been reaelietl. d'he Unke aw d as clearlv a .iii) om- amt met it 
like an hoiie-.t man. Hy hi- e\prc mh ie?* tot he K inm I /ortl (tr<‘y and 
hi‘- ('ahini't were reeulh'd and the daura'i" pa ed nw.ii., 

.V-. a piihlie speaker the Unke of Wclliitrfon po- -«* ed h-w at 
(raetious to casual or inattentive he.irer., lli tan'pia«,n‘ wa plain, 
even common plimi'. Ids p'-dure.s uwliward ami hi. deliveyv maned 
by painful rcpclltions. \'c( he had orafitrical ijualdical tom. of h. 
hiyh value by means of uhii‘h he seliloni faileif to mak>- hi-- peeehc-., 
on <jrrea( oeensitins, remarkably idleetive. 'The e wi-re a clear lientl, 
a •-oiiiid diseriminatin^ mind ami .i love of (nith, of the .immidy 
of which no in|.jenuuu- auditor I'ouhl remain mmati tied. Nti man 
that I ever heard .seemed to me more erupuloielv ailenlive to the 
vvliolesoine advice ^iven to orator., m'ver I" n e t-v- ept f!ie>, h.ul 
.sotut'lhin^ to say and to re-.nme llieir ■i-ats w heti tlu-v ii.id ..dil d. 

1 listened always with inlere t ami ehkmi uiihout pjofit t.. hi. ap 
nareiitly conlii -cil .spceehe . d he_v •Tint.lim'd rli-.fr ate! • l'< 'd\ t'on 
denial , tatenu'id ■ of fact . fi fi|neu(! v iiehniini- no.i- floit were 
vein material Imt laid Itceii ovcilooiuai hv picvfou praki-i . ami 
fresh and original view . of tlm ufoei'f with mliln ion il arrmuent . 
in lavor (d ;-iich a Inol been alre.idv nifS'd; the wliole heinp pie 
rented hrietlv and v\ith an ohvi.m.K eipuf ihle aim ami left lo make 
its way to tin* . en e and rea on without an etloii to e.ult t tlm mm^ 
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iiKilinn or ilu‘ of hi-* aiuliiMift*. Ilf \s:in ly lu'artl 

1 tv (host* will I u's’t’f 1 u j t! i r. ti il n 1 I hi * r ly ht a i it 1 11 nt h ' • 1 t h* * i‘,t i * with 
iiiucli attfiition, and hi.'-; ajnaH-hv-', hacloal by lii' utdl uhili'r-ttiud 
inlfjrrilv and (rnthfuhifs, ^fufialiy t"ltl n|itin tin* th-fi inn vsith 
much force, d'lu'i’i* wert* uiuiiy point;' in uhich he aiul ttcii. <Iack tin 
resembled each oilit'r. In moral and plpv-.ical couraec, in iiniitFiT 
etna* to pcr.‘'onal cini'iHjueiicc.. and ui prttiuptin* ■ in a»'iniu tlea'i* 
\s'as littli* if an\’ tlilh'ri'nce in their character.. 1 ht* nnlo* «a . h(‘ttia’ 
educatetl autl hail recei\i‘il Ihi* iir'.tructiou of expern-uce upon a 
laroei’ M-alc, hut ilu* (h-iicral in n.itiu’ intellect liatl, I think, been 
more riclily endow ed. 

'The idhaM;'; of Sir Ibtberi I’cel’;, oratory w<*re, as it appeared to 
me, lunch weakei.etl by the formal and MUnewliat o tmtaliou man 
Her ill which he threw him elf inio the debate a *er!aui ometlnne 
(hut -eemed to .-.ly iiere am I! 'let I never aw .tnyfhimn either 
in his familiar interconr. e with ilie mcmbei , of the lion e, m m In. 
niunuer.s or coin er,*-at ion out nf it. to conitteiMije,- th,* id*M ih.if hi' 
wu'. capablt' <d’ iiidulyine in any uch a.mnption or that he 

I'litertaincil ;i vain conceit of hr-ow u e.ip i.-it n- .<r •n.p.<s f auer. It 1 
fur mnn- liki'ly tliat 1 mi .jmh'ed a to the h.ibit I peak ol. aliim’ 

1 was sf niek hy the appear imr o} ii :iud oiti-ti reb-n.-d to n at the 
time. Sir Rohei'! iiupre ed in euntempnr u m witli a hirdi upintou 
of hi.'i eloeution and he lieiued in an aee of «oea{ laem l^ud Mac.iu 
lay, a eom]H*teut judp*. aifho'e.'itamly ometnue e\fia\a|taut if not 
earelesN in Id' eonelu ion r.uik- lum amoui^ tie- • n.. oi , ,i,f l*it(, 
(lu* juhtne- • id’ who e repuiafion a an orator hn lour era rd to he an 
open ipte.sl ion, and thi- ela iheatiouha- leit been di ented fiom, lun* 
a. far as I know, n-eeived with di4rn L If mav ]>,- ie«cuded ilieie 
fore a.s ha\in|4 met wifli yetieiai appro!laf mn. \i-\etfhei«- , with a 
Very good upiiu m of Sir Uobrif I’eel’ . capaeitn- a a publse -.pealn't', 
I nm t ay that he at no time appeared to uu* equal, a - a kilfid de 
batin’, {o what Lord Uerliy wa wlmti I knew linu a. l.ord Manley, 
or eompuruhle, ik an orator, (n Uauiel Wef.-.trr: neither in mv judp 
inent, did lii' greale t tieiunh lie in tliaf dii’i-etion. He, eaieer 
di.nelmed eommeuduhle trait of .Inirart.-r and he ne,-reded in the 
aeeomplidiment of imporlaii! ubje. {■,. but by mean asoonu wlneh 
his speeehes, tiseftil tho’ ihi-y* were, were not the mo t el!e<nn.e, din* 
.sntl of a eotton ; [dntiet- !(e attained, under the advei r miluejii T . of 
moimrehieal ami uristoeraticnl in titutma- u powei in the (h.vern 
meiU and a soeial po ifion very rarely ■ nrpa -ed. imdei- -amilar eir 
ciini'tanee.s, and not often equalled. He hole a good fortune of o 
mariced a eliarueter a'> a mati of -ernt* and in a mannei- to whieii 
I helieve no exreption has ever been made in any quarter, and to 
which I urn eonlideiit none cotihl In* made with tinlh. d’lu . a. the 
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H'oi's, !s a \'(M’V wi'll calculali'd lo advance a man 

in i(s esliinalion. But it was not by far his st.nmjL»vst. s-laiin upon the 
respect of hi^ connl rynuni. lli* was tlu' favorite, 1 may say llu'. pi'l 
of till' landetl aristocracy of Knu'land; lew commoners (>V('r stood 
Idpii'her in its favor or were more caressed by its cbied's. These he 
soix'ly oU'endcd by the enicicid sii{tp<ir( he <j,a\‘C' fo ('alhoru; ('mancipa¬ 
tion, and, with pi'idVcl kno\vh'sl<i:i' of the couse(|uenc('s he cut, lum- 
s('lf oil' fori'\'i‘r from llu'ir conhdi'nci' and favor by exertiim an aeliv(' 
ansi powi'cfid inlbit'uci' in lu'half of free trade',. 'I'hen^ have', bi'.en in 
our Lime few p;reater movements than these movements in which 
success re(|nirs'd the di'ras'ination of commercial ludsils and ids'as 
that hati bs'cn incru>led by iijL^es, and the confrontal of ovei-n;rown 
and bi^'sjted pi’('judi(vs widich had lon^ bt',en intrenclu'd in power, 
d'his success, it was wi'll known, emdd not, be achievtul without, (ex¬ 
posure to the si’Vi'rest pi'iiallies and Sir Kolu'rt readily t'neoiinli'red 
the dantri'i’ ami I'ndured the pt'ualiit's," contributing larjU't'ly, pi'i’liaps 
tilt' larovsl, to (hi* \ic(ory. 'Fho-c mo\enu'U(s wi'rc de.-ie-ni'd only 
to siib.M'CVe (he happine,-s aiul welfart* of tlu* massi's, and hi* dest'rves 
(o be repirded as havin<r staked his polilicjd foiduncr- upon (lu'ir 
stU’ei'ss becau.-.e lit' placed a bie-her \alut‘ upon (In' iiUi'i’i'-.ls of 
humanity and llu' (hanks of po-ts'rity than upon (he plaudits and 
eari'SM's (d'tlu'cereal and powerful amon^tlu' living, - 

My ncipiaintauci' has bet'U mori* intimate and my ollieial inter¬ 
course more exleii ivt' and inried with \*iseount Balnu'rston (hau 
with any other id' the public men of l''/n^hmil. He bei'anu* Ministi'r 
td’ I'kirciyu Adairs under the Melbourne Adminisiratitai whilst. I 
held (he olliee (tf Si'cretary of Stall*, char/j;e(l with correspondiiijLC 
duties under |ha! of President ,Iaeksoiu He occiijiied (he same post, 
during my i-e-.idence a,", the represent a! ivi* of my Country in Hng 
land and until the, eml of my ollieial ti'rin as President of the United 
St a (es, 

I)urin;Lf that tinu', embraein^ a period of about- eleven years, t.herc 
did not, arise a din;[jcle important iiuestion bet wetm our respect i\'e 
(lovermni'iits with (he KUperinti'iidenee of which In* was not chari^ed 
or in which 1 did not take a direct, part, or over tlu'. disposition of 
which 1 did no(. exi'rt a material inllnenei' eithi'r as Secri'tary of 
State, Minister to Mnelnnd, as tlu* eonhdential eonnsi'llor of Presi- 
di'iit .laek.Min, nlway- consulted on such occasions, or as President, 
chiefly rt'-ponsible for the manner in which the dnt.ies of (.he, Uov- 
ernment in respect to them were discharged. Atnon*^ tiio.si' (|ueS' 
(.ions were that of (he .\orth Pastern Boundary lietween us and (treat. 
Britain, in the wor.sl and most, menacin/i' a.specfs which (hat subject, 
ever assumed, and that pri'.sf'ntcd by thi' mutually disturbing and 
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irriialiiiii;' otNMirrt'iK't's ^rt>wiii<; out of (In* t'linudiau Ivolndliou and 
fJu‘ unnuthorizud pariicipation of our <’iti/.i'iis iti il , jifo ofutttni, in 
cludiiio t.lu' alFair (d’ tlu* C’aroliiu' and (lu* rasr ttf MrliCiid.* 

I have siHMi, with rt'irnd, that an iniprr-siun ha , to turn* axtont 
at U'u.sl, sncuml a hnl^inant in (hi* puhlh' mind hint* tinit Lord 
I’alnuu’ston has imhilnnl pnpudit’OH airain^t (hi (‘oindry which ha\i> 
nmdn him l(‘ss disposnit tliati other Ihdtish r-tatc men to thi u jm, 
tic('. I find houiul to suy that witli tliij opporfimitic,'. I have* Inid, 
jH'rhaji.s as full as tho^r of any otiicr per-on, I li.uc ci*u iictihimr 
to justify this notion hut mmdi to disprove its rornadnes.. In the 
<-ours(» of the exeitiny and trul'i Inpiorfanf di‘(’n- ifUi in whi.-h 
ha\’{' heeii invulual 1 tuner had ocoa-ion to sUNperf htm of pfftfe. 
in^ opinions he ditl not sinrerely believe to he well founded, as a 
.-•iinetion to yn’oundle"'. pretenee-. or a-, a I'uver to r*' i tam e of claim-, 
the justice of which In* eould not honc-tly contooi-n an arttticc 
unhappily ((M) conimoji in tUploiua<'> hut to thi tlay I refatu a 
frrtdifyin«^ and tiliidini^ rectilliM-fion td'the ctm taut or. a iun I found 
(o admire (he eiiinhmr and intenrit v <(f hi comlu'-t an*t of the i'acili 
ties for the perfornmnee cd' uiliclad dntie whmh wco- atlorded hv 
his ixunia! ;ind roneiliutory di po.ition.. l)nrm|A m_\ recent \\ it to 
Knyhuuh tAventy five year- later than tiic pcuioil of uhadi I am 
writinw, I saw miiehof Idm ami wa:-: plea ed to find him at the head of 
the (lovernment. I disrn -mmI puhlie atlair w dh hum inehulmn: f Im -e 
of ottr own (’ountrie-, with the .aim^ freedom which eh.u ictcfi/ed 
our former intereour.M* ami perceued no ehunye in lir. drpo itmte. 
or apparently in his ciipaeitie, other than 'Uetj a mu t folluv, the 
Uimvoitlnhle hut, in Ids <’nse, yeiith' tomdi of tune. 

latnl Palmerston mu r-earcidy U* reftarded as an orator of the 
lirst class in the hiyhe’t hut restideted eu e of tlie term. Altho’ 
prepiired hy (he stmly uiul stored with the exhuit iif yetwr.d Know I 
edye detuned Imtispeii aihle to the etuislitutioji of -m ac.-oniph bed 
statesman, his parliamentary lift* ha-, no! been <lrtmrmtird hy 
idaltorute Hpee*-he . iiidicatiny extensive researelt or pr*ifouu»} medi 
fation, et there' art*, eerfatniy, or have hci'n fev^ of hi conteiupn 
rurie.s vvho.se careers a-, leatleis of the Ihure. fmm tune to time, on 
tin* .side either of tin* t mvtu'ument »ir of flu* oppti itton, have Ins*!! 
more snec-e.s.ftil than Id.s. hor the arcompli hment of u rc„ad{ so 
yratefid to puhlie men he has cHlh’d into acfmii powers of the muni 
more humlde in pretem-mn ami tc'-', da'/zliny in uppraraijce hut, as 
experience lue often prttvetl, fur more etfective in the end than flic 
nmst hrilliant oratory when not Mt-fained hv flu-m, ddi.-e h.ivi* 
etm.sisfetl t,f imfailiny judyim‘nf in pres mp !u nest ntr . upo-.; f!ie 

* .Vl<o;i(»a«-)' .i}(,! Ue-IniOUJifc' ef lie *a. .u«« b i-u-h-, , , r. is . . I , in 
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Hoiiso at (be proper time, wbeii its members were ii\ Ibe best mood 
to I'e^anl tluMU favorably and the. auspiees in other la'spi'cls favor¬ 
able to sneeess; of (be keen sa^j:a('it.y v’ilh \vbi(‘h be. has been aiams- 
lonu'd to find Ibe weakt'st point, in the. position of his adversary and 
tlu' promptitude and perseverance with which he. has applied all 
tin' imains within his eonimand to overthrow liim at that point, 
without en<);ajLrin<i: in mere oratorical or comparativ(»ly extraneous 
deiiatiu wheri'by time and opportunity mi^ht l)e atrorded to his 
oppommt to ret'ov(n* from mi.stakes or to tain* a m‘w position; of 
so arraii'^iujir not iudy the form of the specilic (nu'stions thro’’ which 
the sense of the House upon (he whole subject is (^) In*, collected 
and its disposition controlled, but. tlu^ order in which (h(*y arc*, to 
he [)ropo.sed, as to force to the surfac'e and to t.urn to his advantajj:('. 
latent divc'rsitic's of feeling and opinion on points (‘itlu'r not. at. all 
or only remotc'ly lH*arinix ipjon (lies princi|)al subject, and of that 
habitual control by wliich he has savi'd him.se.lf from bein/i; led int.o 
attc'iupts to attain objec'.ts which wc're indec'd beyond his I'e.iudi, ■ 
a fault into which indiscrc'ct politicians, howevi'r sincere*, an*, apt, 
to fall in the ardor of siiccc'.ss. Lord Palnu‘r.s(on\s cart'c'r is a strik- 
in/j: illustration of (he* advantap^c*s that, may be rt'asonably (‘xpc'cti'd 
from the obsc'rvance. of these and othc'r ruh's, which miy:ht, lu* no 
lerred to, of parliiimentary ^ov(*rnmt'nt, tau;>:h( by tlu* school of 
which lie was an early disciple and has b(*conu* .m) di.stino-uished a 
ma.ster, and in comu'ction with his moral courajLri*, his ah'rtuess and 
hi.s n*markablc indu.stry they di.sclose the. .secret, of his ^reat. 
prospc'rity, 

A tine* opportunity was pmsented for the display of his prohciency 
in that .seduMd on thc' cM'C'asion of the attacks made*, in the summem of 
iHao, upon the Administration of which he was the* dliief, cm act- 
count of the collide it had pursued in rc*spc‘c(. (o (.lu* i)rc*akinji>' up of 
the ('onjircss of \'ic*nnn and its allt'txc'd Nplj-ii and policy in relation 
(.0 thc prosc‘cuticm of the war with Ru.ssia. d'he orij[i:inal notice of 
a motion whic*h would hriiij^; the* subjc*<’(, hc'fore Larlinmcnt. was 
ixivcn by Mr. Milner (Jih.son, a nicmshcr of the (^)ncc*n’s Privy <'otm 
cdl and an carnc.M. fric'ud to pt'uc’e, hut. his notice* had hc'cn virtually 
withdrawn in (*onsccjm*ncc* of the answc*r of tlu* Premier to cjiu'stions 
which, it was insinuated, had been collnsively put to him by [)i*omi 
nent Pc'elitrs, frieticls of Mr. {Jihson. 'Flu*, ho.stih* movemc*n(. was 
however .started afresh and prc‘ssed to a vote by Mr. Disruc'li, the*. 
(’iinser\'a(ivc* leader in the Ilou.sc*; and the*, position c»f (.he Miiii-dry 
in (he* eoufliet by whic’h it. was a(l<‘mj)ted to be* overthrown was thus 
d(‘.scribcd by tlu* A(tonu*y (lenenil: “ It was attaeked,” be said, “in 
front, Ihudv, and rear by adver.saric's whose* a.ssaults, owiii”’ to (.heir 
conllictiu^ opiulon.s, it was dillicndt to meet.’” 
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'riu'- wii'-; doubt U'N. a tfiu* iU‘ oriptina tif lau d IbilintU'stoa'. nm- 
ditioii on tho occaNitui aiul if I*' om* to wljifh Ibirliaiufnf■u‘\ Iradiu’s 
ai’(' ahvay> oxpostal aiul from which im tirdor of tab-nt ran hr made 
so rlh'rtual for ilrfriirr as that I lm\r asorilunl to him. It wa my 
p)od fortuiu* (o Ih* able' to uttiuid thtj-t* drhat«' tur two uinht nii 
both t)f which they won* rontiuurd into th** * *40 111 hoar.’ nf’ thi' 
morninix. I was prestmt ut tladr tdo-.u, havitux laid (u-ra ion to jul- 
ndrr (lir jiidpiumt, tnrcumsptH’tion atui talrm ili playrtl ti\ Ihilmrr 
slon throughout, and I rrjoirod in his urn-s. Hr trituitphrd in 
a Hoimi* a majority of tho momhor.s f)f whirh wore, at hrirt, th* 
.Niroiis (d’ hi"' oM'rtlirow, 'Tho (*nn*.t‘rvat i%o loadors, Jimh-r tlsr in 
llmuioo of di‘'Uppoiufi‘i! foollmx., ijn-iiumfod, a, 1 hatr aid, rtdlu 
.‘-ion hotwoon flu* Promit'r and proiutuonf I‘oohtn.. hut I, uruux 
Jioar (ho ouutloniou ulludnl to, urrdr«l no other pronf uf thr an 
huiudod naturo of tho i* imputatioiu* than v\ a - to ho found at t!»o 
oonolusion in ihoir oountrnunoo . and whole domoanoi-. If I had 
hoot! oallotl upon to jutlioafo tho two uiomhor-. who ;ipprar<-d to taKr 
tlio rio.tdt mo'-t heavily to lurut I hould ban' pom-ri, wuhout 
hositulion, to Sir danu's (Irnham ami Mr, (dad tone. Ih raoli vias 
porhapN mnri' ro-out ftd hut o\idoutlv jmt ijuUo a . unhippm \,ud 
yof tho final \o(o, uiurh ronhrmotl atui ft ru;'ih«-!!> .{ ih.* Mint try 
in thoir M'ats, had luam unanimou or, without a ilur.itm; -.o hdl 
full) lunl tho propfoution- tind dehat*’-. h«‘on ptorrnrd lo tin- tu-.i ter 
spirit td‘ tho tiooasion,' 

M'hihi (•iipaped with thi - part of my ta-.K, a fjimd w. it hoof hriup 
aware of m) partioidar inrupat ifUi at the momriit, ha. pi i>-*-d m my 
hand Maoaulny' l.ot. h of tho life of Wdhaio Ihff :n w !orh I titid 
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viivvs so opposite (o (lioso I liavo ('xpi-ossod ms (o inMk(‘ ii, in sonu' 
siMis(>, my duty to notici* (lumi. TIt‘ doscrilu's tlu' '^ubji'ct of his 
i\h'moir :is " thf (ircdfi's/ tuttstiv of the irholo iir/ of ixtiTounrohiry 
(joi'ormiK’nt th<(t Iuoh voor < u‘ 0 '<tt'</—n givatiT* (Imii Monta^’u or Wal- 
polt«, a .aT(‘ali'r than his fathar Chatham or his rival Fox, a i>:r('at(‘r 
than ('ithar of his illustrious suaaassors C^anuiup; and Paa.l.” 

Haviu'i: aaaonh'tl, with a da^raa of justiaa vdiiah I am naitluM- pra- 
paratl nor tlisposad to (piastion, this amiuant distiurliou to Mr. Pitt, 
ha ])ro(‘aads to a th'sariptiou of tha. lan^th of tima. durino; which (ha 
‘‘art,” or power rafarrad to has axistatl in Fu«>:land and of tha iui- 
nu‘ns(' ailvantni^as slu* has darivad from its axarcisa, to a (hdinilion of 
(hat power and to his via.w of tha (junlilicntioiis which ara sidliaiaul, 
to ('uahla its possessor (o wield it with succes.s. Upon tha latter point 
ha (hus cxpn'sst's himself:—■ 

rnrUfUJU'uoO’y (UtvantDifiU is (JuviM'nniciil hy sp(’aki)ur. In siU'li a (Jovi'i'ii- 
maul ilii' iiiavt'i' ol’ sjKUiUiua is iht‘ must hlalily lu'lzad of all lha (iuiillii<'s wlih'li 
a jiuliticiau can fnissuss; and (Iml ptavt'l' may a\(s(, In (lit' Idalu’sl daria'a, wKli 
tiiil Juda.iat'iii. witlmul rnrlltiuia, wUtmul sUlil in rnaiHua ilu* cluinit’lcrs it(’ 
tiu'U, uf dll' slau <•(’ tlu' lluu's, willmut any ktiuwlt'dt^i' td’ (lu* iirinciplcs ol’ tapis 
iatlnu, nr (»r pnlltlcal ccuimiiiy ami willitait any sldll In tUplnmui'y tip in iim 
admiidslratliin td’ war. Nay It may wall liappan (hat tlinsa very Inti'llcrtual 
nualfllfs which pivt' a peculiar clutrtn (u (he speeches nl’ a jiuhlie niaii may lit' 
iuctdupatlliie with tht' tpinlities which wmihl III him Pi !m*et a pressing eiiu'r- 
pd'ucy with prttmpihude ami llrumess. 

laual Mncauhiy nuiuas .several who have amiuired the repulalion of 
e'reat (d'uloi's who wart', in his opinion, thus delicieui, hnl In* does 
not include Mr. Pitt in ihi* numher, nor is it fairly infend)le 'from 
wind he says «)f him in that connection that lu' so re|uciinted him. I'ht'. 
propodtion he sttiles wtis more prohnhly dt'sij^incd as tt ^eiu'ral oiu' 
e.Kprcssiup: his tlisseut from (he commonly raceivetl idea of tha (luuli- 
lieutious indispt'ustdde to tha const it ut itdi of n tmislt'r, in tlu' hii^hast. 
da/i:ree, of the art of PtU'liamcnIttry (lovt'rnntcnl. I ctumot as.scnt 
to (lie po'-ition tee.nmcd hy him in tins rcpird notwithstuudiu'^ my 
admiration of his abilities tind accomplishments as a piihlic writer, 
without i/rnorine; the teachings of a lone; puhlie life, a lari^i' [lortion 
of which has been spent in IcLdslativc bodies of a character ijuitc well 
cidculutml to test the rapacities n'nuisitt' (o (lu'ir pn>vcrnmcnt. 'The 
comparison that In* institutes lictwt'cn (he relative powi'rs whicii 
('hnrlc.s 'Towushend or Mr. Wdndlmm, oti the one liand, wcj-c |pos' 
M'v.scd ofj or which ^.nch men as (diver ('romwi'll, who, lu^ says, 
talked nonsense, and William the Silent, who did not talk at all, 
Uotild have heen cupuhle of exercising in tin' (hivernineiit <d' the 
Iloiee of (’ommons, can setireely he regarded us :t happy or a safe 
ilhislration of tin* vtilue of (juulilirations in a parrtumenl:iJ*y leader, 
wdiieh he. det'ins uiuuM’essary. .V mort* reiitddi' .solution of the latter 
iiiUT’tion would I think he reached hy eompurincf the prohuhle eili 
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'•it'ticy of .siK-h im*n us Wiiulhum aiul 'Fown^luMul wi^hauf tin* ({jial 
ilii-atitniN rt'frrnnl to with that of thi* ante L'ruthaufii ui th«' j.t. 
>c»iou of them. If tlu* (lin’an'taa* wuuhl hr uiftutul «hiuht u-r\ t!i 
ciili'tl it would M'tnu iiupo>.sihh‘ to luukr a i^rrutcr nuiuli h* “ihi- 
Ln'uatfst” luastfi'of tlu* wiiolr art of parliamutitary pivurniurul nut 
of oiu* who i|o{'s nth jiosNtSs sut'h {[Ualitiratiiuis. 

A puhlir sju’uktT, on {(jirtii’ular ort’a-.iou; aud mulrr aihfidititni'; 
firfumslaiict's, iua\ In* uhh* to rivi't tlu* attrutitui and uidih the furl 
inys of his lu*an‘rs for tiu* iiuuia'ut, or carry orroiunm . mtuflu-uoiis 
to llu'ir miiuls. witlutut tlu* aitl t>f 'Urh auxiliary tjualiiirat ion . a, 
have hut'll naiiunl, hut to cstalilish hiiu-rlf in tlu* |/i a rrnuiout of mu-Ii 
a hodv as tlu* I'uiij;!i-.h IIou t* of (‘ouutuuis, it iut least, ijulis.|iri}'.a 
hit* that lu* ‘lumld utnjuirt* and retain tlu* dt'fp st'atrd and hahitual 
roididfiu’t* of a majority of it - uu'tuhrr-, aiul h«A\ fluit ran hi* ar 
roiupli-du'd hy a Iratlrf “w ithotit judiiuirnt, foi l itudr nr -.kill in read 
iu^ tlu* rharacturs td’ uu-u or tlu* -i^nr- of thr tuiir., and uithout. 
any kiunvlril^r of thr )irinri|drs tjf Irtoslatioii,” is tu*y«uul m\ rom 
pn'hrnsion. 

'I'lu* history of our )mhlir men utTonl. an in taiua* -uHirlcuflv iia 
portunt aiul a|i|)lirahlt* to tipjiiy roiu’ludvi* rm on < to pnor ihr 
inrapnidty of a rrrat orator to >i»ou*ru parhanu*nlur\ or Icjo iafi\r 
liodir.s who is tlrfu'U'Ut in a portion old) of tlu* »|ualdiratmu dr 
srriitrd. I alhidr to tlu* ra-n* tjf AlrXaiulrr Ilaindton. 'I lir a •rr.mfi' 
tion may rKritr urprist* in flu* imiuh. of tho..* who him* kiunui 
notldno' prr onally of that rndnriit nmii, hut it may la* «rl! doulUrd 
whrihrr hi. untiu* ('oumrv Knpdand ’ ha*, r^n- piodiurd one 
wluj uu , at all poiuls» a iiutl’t* luudirtl tu'ator. Hr ua. ttfll ^•du 
ratrtk \m‘!1 • ujtplu*il uifh knowlrdiu* rspn-utlly apphciihlr to tiu* 
liutir. of a statr uuin, p'farrful and w iuniiipf in prtuir and m hi. 
tlrli'.rry, a man id' roinprt*lu*n 'Ur and rlrvalt*d 1 , iru , nil rap«'i and 
rurufht patriot iu thr rii.sr «if ttpinioits uiijrrrriy and honr*.tl> hrhl. 
[Hiwrrful, fho‘ iliiru.sivr, in drhalr, itiul witlsal suprmiirl^ rloi|Urnf, 
7 <•( thi-* tuau thns la\rld\ furiu- lu*tl \\ith fiu-idtu* and oppor 
luidtir-. a. U puhlir -p'***'^'*’*' ni‘\rr arquirrii a muTr pondilu/, isiurh 
Irs.. a rout ndlinix iidlurlirr in any puhhr tnid) of whi< h hr %\.i a 
nu*mhi*r. His fuilurr in this repaiai tlud douhtir , in pait, at 
trihufalilr In a drftn-livr jlulLplimt u’i Hs'll ill thr roir.t i lui uui of hi- 
puhlir lura ui'ri. us ill thr iiirans «*mployt*d m thnr uppmi, n .1 . 
tiwiui.’' luorr to his haviii|jr hrrn “^\^thoUt -.kill in joadinu th«* rhai 
arfrt'S of inrli or thr ' ii^ns of tlu* tiinr-..” dlu* run t'ip;rnr<-. of 
di*frr[ UtTr .srru uud frit h\ llis roiuljutor if. Wril a l.t, hi op 

- \ till tUiO'U w ii iij<s<!u !•»( 1.1 inlnlnlmtiiol «<i' |o>kr 4 liji.a* lUc Wt-^l ."i'-jiltt, » 
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ponents in the old Congress, and one of them has already been re¬ 
ferred to in these pages. But they were more strikingly displayed 
in tlie Convention for the formation of the Federal Constitution, 
in which his influence as the sole representative of a State of the 
first importance and as the greatest orator in the body was totally 
destroyed by the errors and indiscretions of a single speech, and 
tliat his first and principal performance of that kind. 

Whilst such were the results of Flamilton’s parliamentary efforts, 
his friend Madison, who partook largely of his political heresies in 
one or two particulars, who was not equal to him as an orator and not 
more than equal to him in general intellectual .power, left inefface¬ 
able traces of his great success and usefulness in both bodies. Other 
considerations doubtless aided in causing this difference in the 
results of their labors but it is not to be doubted that it was princi¬ 
pally occasioned by the possession and vigilant exercise on the part of 
the latter of the qualifications referred to and which the former 
lacked. A more reliable judgment would have impressed Hamilton 
with a proper sense of the importance of ascertaining his ability to 
obtain the assent of the Convention at least to a system of Govern¬ 
ment like that he desired,—to wit: one which would favor the ulti¬ 
mate introduction of monarchical institutions—before he ventured 
to avow his preference for such institutions as unreservedly as he 
did in the speech alluded to. A still more advanced step in wisdom’s 
way would have been the mature consideration of the probability of 
his being able to secure the concurrence of the States in the establish¬ 
ment of such a system before he attempted its passage in the Conven¬ 
tion and of the ruinous consequences to his political friends, to him¬ 
self and to his Country, that must follow his failure. A large por¬ 
tion of the members of the Convention, probably a majority, were 
his friends, and could have had no motive to conceal their purposes 
from him. If ho had possessed but moderate skill in reading the 
characters of men and judgment sufficient to appreciate the import¬ 
ance of the information, he would have found but little difficulty in 
satisfying himself that, however much disposed some of his col¬ 
leagues might be to wish success to his views, there was, in all prob¬ 
ability, not one ready to encounter the responsibility which he boldly 
faced and to risk their reputations and positions by openly sustain¬ 
ing the preference he was about to avow, much less by any attempt to 
carry it into effect. Washington, the President of the Convention 
and his friend, if pressed with the earnestness which the occasion 
would have justified, would not have hesitated to say to him that, 
however strong might be his own apprehensions as to the final suc¬ 
cess of Eepublicaii Government in this Country, he would feel it his 
duty to peril his life in support of the attempt to uphold it until its 
impracticability should be demonstrated by the fullest experience. 
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If TlniuiUoii lind hiuMi nipahli* of unili‘r>tun«linL!: tlit* t<‘nipt>r unt] 
(lis})().si(ions of the pi'oplc whose {‘;uist‘ lu' h;ul gallantly o ituu imI, 
or of rt'udinp: the siixiis of llu* times he h;ue ••eii anti 

felt (he iinpo.Hsihility c)f ohtnininn: the. eonenrretiee of even a mU' 
porily of (lie stati's, iioiwilli-^tandin^' oeeaNitmal . Muptom .. uinler 
the iidlue.nee of lulviM'si'. eireuni'^tunees, of luke wanane and hack 
wartiness in tlu'ir di^votiou to fret* in-titutiom-, in tin* e f't}di;-.huit‘ut 
of a system whieli was liable to the .Nn-pieion luendy ttf Inn iiur i"‘e)i 
(h'si^au'd to sap the ftamilalions uptoi which Ht'publican t lav cm- 
ment eouhl aloiu* he su.stainetl. Ihit hein^^ lit' w'as, “ without kill 
in reading (lu* eluiractt'i’s of men or tlie sifpn. of the tiuu*--,” and 
ahsorhetl in the t'^otism and atteiulunt vanity which have been llie 
lot of yo'eat orator> in all a.^f's he (houiihf tuily of his own idea-;, 
of the opinittns which were the fruit of his ia\n uu’tlituti«in , and 
thus inatle blind to all that was pavditfc around him, lu* threw 
himself heatlkmi^ upon the (’oiivention ami reekle -ly proi’laimed 
sentiments at vnrinnee witli wdiat ht* onirht then (<* have !ie!ie\cd 
niul what experietiee has sinee shown to he the rivetted ferlmr of 
the. Ameriejin people, reuderini^ hi-. >ult etjuenf ncee s a a, |.uhli«- 
man imjios.sihle and easting' a eloini of .mi picinn ».\t‘r (lu* pidiey 
and prineiph'-. of tin* political part\ of wlueU Iti- had hrcu from 
(he hegiimin^ the itlolj which eouhl ne\ci' he dis ipatrd and under 
which it perishcil, 

liord Hroufjhnm’s fame was at it . hirrlie-1 point at. t!i«* time of 
wliieh I am spt*aking. He ht*ld (In* tir-.l olliee in tla- kumdom ae 
eessihh' ((> a. subject., with aeknow'ledin'd talent and ae<|iurrmeat.'; 
scarcely seeond to any eoutempornry and with the mo t i 
opportunities for tht'ir display from the wool aek, on the flour nf 
(he Uoim* of Lords and in tlie Hiydi t'ourf of (‘han< t>r\. To add 
to tin* valui* of the.se pos'-e.-.'ion'. came the s-oii luou-.m* that tln-v 
iuul not heen conferred upon him tlirouyh favor weie not fh- 
fruits of rewards of ohHeipiinu.sneNs or Mih 4-rv itmey to i.tiik and 
power. It WHS, on (he contrary, vvell undi‘r.(oo«l thit in r.u luy 
him from the condition of a privatt* -.uhjeet to the lu|di duouiv he 
reached, his Sovereign Imd only he-.towed upon lunt a tnlaUe ju tl'. 
diK* us well for hi«. iiu4rumentulity in e4immending to t!<e fuur oif 
(.he Nation a great principle, long <icprc- ed, hut whe li wa Mtallv 
important to its welfare, us Lu* (he ability and lom.il .oni.t.ee ue 
hud exhibited and the rcsponslhilit ii*-. la* hud eneonnf.-ied in mi 
Inining itn imforfunate ugaimt the hitler ne-nf and 

arbitrary pretension of her I’cckle*.-. hudiaml ami Sovriviyu. d ie- 
wen* eon.side rat ions which when I'ijnneete.i with hr. nntjne i ion«'d 
eaputdty to tlihchargc it.s onerous and re-pousihle dutir in .a juaoiier 
useiul fco the Country, w’hile ereditahle to him i-lf, were ealeiiiatial 
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to confer and did confer unusual eclat on his elevation to the office 
of Lord High Chancellor of England. 

I made his personal acquaintence at one of Prince Talleyrand’s 
delightful round-table dinners in which the company was restricted 
to nine. On that occasion it consisted besides our host and his niece, 
the Duchess de Dino, of Lord and Lady Holland, Lord and Lady 
Sefton,—both ladies, like their husbands, veteran politicians,—the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Auckland and myself. I had seen the Chan¬ 
cellor in his robes but did not recognize him in the plain dress he 
wore, nor was I presented to him before dinner. Placed between 
him and Lord Auckland, with whom I was well acquainted, I asked 
of the latter the name of my neighbour, and was, to my surprise, 
introduced to Chancellor Brougham. I met him frequently after¬ 
wards, was invariably treated by him with kindness and respect, 
neither saw nor heard of anything, save what I am about to speak 
of, that should have impaired his claim to mine and yet, as I am 
now, when I feel myself better informed almost ashamed to say, I 
left England, in 1832, with strong prejudices against his personal 
character. These arose exclusively from an impression, erroneous 
as I ultimately discovered it to be, in regard to certain effects, pro¬ 
duced upon him by his sudden and great elevation from the rank of 
a private subject to the highest office in the gift of the Crown, and 
to the Peerage. 

I have seldom observed in the habits of any people a more striking 
and commendable feature, or one which has afforded me more satis¬ 
faction, than the equanimity with which the higher classes of the 
English nobility enter upon the successive advancements in rank and 
dignity to which at inteiwals sometimes long delayed, they succeed by 
inheritance, and the simplicity in respect to personal appearance and 
demeanor with which they wear their new honors. This trait in 
their character is so general as to constitute a rule, in, the truth of 
which no one who has an opportunity to test it will be disappointed, 
that the higher the ranks of its aristocracy the more will the ob¬ 
server be obliged to aclmowledge not merely the modesty and sim¬ 
plicity of manner, which distinguish the gentleman in all degrees 
of society, but the absence of all assumptions of superiority or merit 
on the score of birth. It is doubtless to these features in their disi^o- 
sition and conduct, almost always visible in their intercourse with 
other classes, rather than to any different cause that the remarkable 
freedom from envious or jealous feelings towards them, on the part 
of those who occupy lower places in the established social scale, is to 
be attributed, and they present in this regard a happy model® for 
those who are not born and have, consequently not been trained to the 


” MS. IV, p. 185. 
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posM'ssion (if like tlk4inr! ism - lull luur • tn tlifiu throui'h 

(]u‘i t' t )\^ li iiti'i'il :iIH I 1 fV 1 he 1H\ <Ip <i i 1!H‘ ir .^1 I" 11 • 1 v 1 1 1 ;u id• it'ii 

men (bus jilaftMl will m'IiIiuu fail tn ajijin'.aatf llu* ju n|>i a-i i.- a u.'il 
as (he 'i'ciHTal of ihair pn iiinii. ’1 will flmik tinau t'hr, 

math' lu'itluD’ Inbipr iior wnr i* l>y lua'iDninL'' flu* inniiicDt <»i ufli iIid 
ailics, lull, rcyanling iiu' powar aiul rank wliu-h h.iw krrn .■..nf.a r.-.l 
upon (luMu a< a (riaionly fur llu- ail\aiua'iin-ut <4' tlw publw po.nk ih.- 
po.sst'ssiou of which culitlf. llu'ut to no nion* if ptft aial cr.uiitlfuif 
Ilian ai'c thi' h'ii:i( iuiaft* fruit ot the ahh* an4 laithtui pfiioi uiaiii'i- nt 
piihlic thilh^i, wliik'M'lA inp their t'ouniry they will al oiriln-t huiMD- 
apt Ml thcii* fla-s and pi-eciit i-\aniph‘ ■ wnrthy of hciiu' imitated lo it , 
future uiiuiihcr , 

4’here ha\t‘ been illu triom. in tanee. td’ thi* dc ejii>ti«<!! am.me 
the piihlie men td’ ICimluiiil and they hat.e reeei\eil the ie\«afiier 
and e'ratitiide of their eouutrvineii. But the enhahtened \ mw ,t|' 
piihlie poltey whieh have leih from an eai'ly peritid, to the **,• 
inent <d’ then' di llnetion * under a inouarelim with"Ui le.-.atd to 
hirth thiiuy'h eoutraiy tt) the rtniin- td ueh a t oo.eJitiurut h.it.f 
not, in iill ea t*;:, heeii I’ewaitietl wilii enttnl ..neet* , they li.i'.f In.-jt 
ivl time.’* eonferreil on men whom their po <’',dou ha - tails .ai.-d 
to inflate with sanity and uiaaiminee. 

An an Anii*riean eiti/en, inti-redetl in the prea«l nf fi>f ‘aoian 
nieiif, I watd’eour-e, (ilieitttu for i<or'! Ih'oufh.uo’ ne. i- . ot lo . 
.nhle suppoi't id’ the trreat prineiple involveil ui the <|ne toai of I’o- 
liiinienfary rtd'm'in, hi-, ties tilitm (o sshieli las ;if the found.oa>i» nl 
his iulsauit'euient :ind whieh wa-;- til! ilept*mlent for if fnli d-s.-ioji 
menl ioal .seeurity tm hi' eonlimieti (dh*r! . 1 .u-etH dunds K-ne-d 

to his sitlt'in idl hi.s lamte'-t’. ss itli hi oppomaii ami n.iinr.dls ■. i hed 
him well in all thiun:-.. Nevertheh*'e, esers tlony I ..us ..f ha.t ttsi 
till' ssoolsiiek, till the lloor of tin* llou.-i* o! l<<»itl , ttr in fh«- llmh 
Court of ('lianeerv letl ute to phna* him in the eat« eor\ *0 lint e 
spoiled ehililren of fortum* who-e head, are ttn-mni hs ih<‘o pitt 
pi'i'ity anti ss hte e ili po iiittn . in -teail ttf heiuy idht-ned as.- m ide 
haueiity ami a anninL' h_s the amplitiidt* ttf their possm . li '.suuld 
iioss* he no h‘".s ili-ajirreeahle than UMde--. to ree.dl the |».it i a idai' ei.-, 
and eirenm4anee> sshieh serseil to ripen tliat impie i.iu miM a 
painful eimsiefion. It 1-. enmi«j^h to say that tie' l.tit«T 'a i .i m 
(en* ns it svu’. uuwideome iiml kept it^s hohl tipt»n m«- ss hen I . uae 
home. 1 aekiitiss ledma! it svillmitt i-eMnwe tt» my fi iend'. e. hea fiji- 
opinion-* I hinl foi’inetl td’ the puldie men td’ M.njd.imi ssr'i<- i ked. 
iiltho' iieviU' unneee: ‘ arily ttr hy ssay of reproaeh. lUinm' ms ee 
Olid sdsit iihi'oatl many year,-, later. I wa fhrossn in .i rh> .-r in 
(imu<’y with Lord HroUfrhnm and, svith nearer vims <d’ the man, 
heeame. fidiy .sidislietl that my fttrmer tipinion of hun h.nl been 
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most imjBst. The addition of more than a score to the number of 
his years and the change which had taken place in his political posi¬ 
tion, I am aware( were enough to work a great change in a man’s 
feelings but, in the natural course of such things, this change would 
have been the other way. The disease which, in 1831, I believed to 
be upon him in its acute form, would, if such had been his condition, 
have become chronic in 1854. But thex’e were no such indications. 
I never, on the contrary, saw a man who, after passing thro’ so dis¬ 
tinguished a public life, was more at ease with the world, less prone 
to carp at the management of public affairs by others—^the besetting 
infirmity of retired Statesmen—^less restive under the neglects with 
which the worshippers of the rising sun regard his setting or more 
cheerfully acquiescent in the conclusions at which the great com¬ 
munity of which he is a member had obviously arrived that the day 
for his active and useful participation as chief in the weightier mat¬ 
ters of the Government lias passed away forever; a ]‘udgment which 
communities have a right to form and express according to their own 
pletisure and from which, rational men, with faculties really unim¬ 
paired, will not be disposed to appeal. 

As far as I had opportunities for forming an opinion, and these 
were not few or unfavorable, he seems envious of or dissatisfied 
with no man or set of men and, forgetful of former prejudices, 
devotes the remnant of i)ower and influence that are left to him 
to the improvement of the various public institutions of his Country 
.and a liberal share ofl his leisure hours to social enjoyments, par¬ 
taking of them, with equal zest and satisfaction, with friends and 
foes of former days. Such would not have been the evening of a 
life the meridian of which had been deformed by passions of the 
character I had supposed—a sad error on my part tlie correction 
of which will always stand among the most cherished recollections 
of my last visit to Europ)e. 

Lord Derby, the present first Minister, was then a member of 
Lord Grey’s Administration, holding the office of Secretary for 
Ireland. I thought him the readiest and keenest debater in the 
House of Commons. A thorough comprehension of his subject and 
a happy condensation of its most material parts, a perspicuous 
presentation of the questions growing out of it, with pointed but 
imcrowded illustrations and legitimate deductions going to strengthen 
the side he espoused, expressed with a remarkable clearness and 
delivered in a peculiarly graceful manner, were among the striking 
features of his speeches. They were always listened to with interest 
and on great occasions rarely failed to elicit the admiration of all 
who heard them. But they did not, in general, produce a corre¬ 
sponding effect upon the vote of the House. This discrepancy 
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was Ti()(. ulult'rslootl (o ari>(‘ as uuu’h t'niin au avi>r>imi tit his vifws 
(if (he siilijocl- under deliatt' or from any defet-tH in hi. aruiuineut , 
;\s from (he appanmtly imperioii> spirit with s\hi(di they ut-re tui 
forei'd. \\dia(ever may liave h('en the true eharaeler of his ftadinfj;-. 
of wliieh I was not wtdl enough aetjuainled with him U) jud.m' he 
always seemed to me mon' intent upon iuirassin^ tlian upon eotncrt - 
in^- his ad\'ersary. Ih’esentin^' hiiusidf in that attitude, us I eannol 
liiit Ihiidv he did to olluu’s iis wtdl a;-, my-adf, his UsNuuks and replie-, 
tho’ idways eouehed in civil and parliaimmtary huiij^uae:*', netierally 
iissumed a harsh and irritating eharaeter. Ui.s di.-dike tti Mr, ()'C’on 
mdl, with whom he was often hroun:ht in <’ont:iei hy tin* nature of 
his olHeial duties (\ud, doidilless hy a .slneere laditd' that he a . nm 
(hu'iiin- the ('oiintry a service hy keepiui? him in tdieek, letl him to 
indu!p,'i‘ fre(}uen(ly in such displays ami strtuiirthtau'il a hahit to 
which he was naturally not, disinclined. In respi>e( (o him, at lea-t, 
I was ([uite sure (hat. I was not mistaken in a aimin'.!* that h(‘ acted 
from systmn and not. upon the imjmfe of the hour, and .'Uoeeedeil 
in prialiudnu' (he desired ellVet. t’ertain it ua:-; that ()'(’o!Uudl 
.s.(ddoiu eonuiu'need an allma’ation with him which eotihl itave been 
a^■oided and wlum one was forced upon him he appeared de iron, 
to rid of him as soon as he (’ould, "riie parrinp. hetueen them 
weri‘ amon/j; the most spii'v proi’cedin^n of the lloUsu uud llierefore 
attracted mon* of my attention. 

By (ht* sidt* (d’ the Seeretury for Irehiud, sir.taininu' the samt* 
Adiuini.strulion, hut. in oiu* respei’t, at least, in .•.trikiuL’: contrast 
with him, sat his assiu’iate in the t'nlnnet, the luU* Karl Spencer, 
then l,<ord .Vllhorpnnd {‘haneellor of tlu* I''.xehetjuer. It would In* 
iloin^' Lord Allhorp injustiei* to ay that he was a dull speaker 
for he. was a man of excellent .si'Iim*, hip^hly respeetahU* in hi . ae 
(juiremeuts and (d’ exeiuidary prohit\, who a\oided mmeee ary 
allerentlou.s, eojdini‘d his ath'utious very mueli to (lu* liiille,. (d’ hii 
oilii’c and was assiduous in their performunee, W'hut neh a man 
says upon a suhjca't the investigation of which i. made lii . peeial 
duty is always listeneil to with re pert and eonlidence. In other 
rt'speets the. ('haneellor «d' (he Kxehepuer si'cmed to hi. he:ir('r • 
(’sp{*eially to by.Ntan(h‘rs au tmintere-tiip^ .‘.peaker. Still more <le 
eided was this impression whim Ids speeches wi*re contra .ted w ith 
(he .severe iineelives and hrilHiiut. sidlie.s displayed in tho e of his 
inoi-e impi‘tnous as well ns mori^ pipnant u.ssoeiute l/ord Stanley. 
Lord AKhorp hon* the honors hi*. possesH'd and tlu* eoutemplal ion 
of those to wliieh he was destined, in tin* natural course (d’ (hin.li;i 
to succeed, with ri'inarkuhle. humility. He atlVeted no .-'Uperioriiy “ 
over (hose wdih wlmm he, acted, was serupiilou Iv careful not to 




AUTOlUOdUAPH V Oi-' MAU'i’IN VAX Hl'HMN. 


odViul the feeling's of un}' one niul gave his realms for his sup|tor( 
of or olijt'cMoii to any nu'a>.ure lu'forc th(‘ Ihnisf plainly, nioili'-dly 
and with sullieieiii- elenrne.NS. So eonsislcnij had horn, a-. 1 \\a-. in 
■foi’nn'd, tlie manifestation in his parrmnnmiarv rarrrr td’ ilu* r ad 
mirahli' features tiuil ne.ver, in its \vholi> rom-M*, liml thr projiulirr 
or ill will of his associates in tin* pnhtif servi«'r l»'cn r\fi(rd ugaiii't 
him. 'riio dill’ere.uee hetweeti the <legree.s of inlhiriiia- v\hirh tht".r 
gentlemon were eapahh* of e.xertitig in .support of thr me;! an-c 
rommitted to tlu'ir superinttmdenee was not- ineonsidt'rahh*, and I 
eonfess the eompnrison struck me ns favorable to the superioi’ unc 
• fulness of the (’hnneellor of the Kxehetpier. 

'I’liere was an oeeurrenee in the House* at the .-.esNion to whii-h I am 
red’rrring W) W(‘ll rah’uiatrd to illusiratr tlu* <'{mrar(<T <if thr upright 
and miassuiniiig Lord Allhorp us to ju.slify me iti aoiitdug it. An 
error to tin* extent of a million in a maltrr ronnerlrd with tin* iluties 
(d‘ his otlire* was elaitiieil to huvt* Ihm'U (lifos rfrd In au oppci itiiui 
memher- I helieve* Mr. ('rolo*r and hrought lirforr thr Ihm <* witli 
murli formality. The* mistidee* was n<d pointed out with idliriiait 
(listinrlurss, to pn'eludt* di-russioip and our (d’ the ('hanri-llur’ 
frieiid.s. Lord Palmer-ton, 1 think, rosi* aud rrplird to whut had hr»*u 
said witli miirh apparent sueel‘^H. lau-d Althorp, Itrini* mon- familiar 
willi (he suhjrrt, hrcaitne sootier appri .rd of tin* rorm’ltir of tis!*. 
iillegatiou atid tdtemfjtrd to tirrc t (In* di ru loji; a . oon a-, hi: 
fri(md resiuiK'd hi.s .seat, (Intliking (hn latter hn* the prouiptne-.'. with 
which lit* had eotiu* to hi : aid he aektiowledged the tut falo* imputed 
(o him, wit It Itis usual itigetmousm'ss atul explained to the Ihui e h<*w 
it hiid oeejirred. Hearty and prolonpnl eheerim*: forthwith fol 
lowed from hoth .sides of (he Home eivditidih* to (lie oppo dimi ba¬ 
its magnnnijidty itud to Lord Althorp a-, au IndicMtion id" hi per 
somd standing nnntng his eomitrymen of t‘Verv politiui) ilenomiiia 
1 ion. 

I/ord J(»lm Ru.va‘11 was, I heliev**, (hi* ynnnge*.( af (hi , trio (d’ 
jiiitior memh(‘rs of Lfird (tre3*’s (’ahiunt w hr» took ae(i\e part in (he 
pnx'eeding.s of iht* ('oinmmts at this fiim*, tind did mu.di to lav tin- 
roiualalious of their .suhu'iptrnt etiiiiienre in the {‘uumdl. .d' ihe 
Natitsn, A promising -eitm of the Hou r of Hedford, the r.- p.-.-t and 
good will of tin* people W(*re tendered fo him in admmee a, a te.tj 
iiioiiiul of the veneration they ehrri hrd ba- (In- vuiue. of it . diu* 
trioiiN founder. Lord John w.a : P.-iyma h-rof du- h'oret- . and Leader 
of the Home of Commons, '!'(» him wa .. eotointtfed the re'..pon ihh- 
and highly honornhie trii t of preparing and intro,hieinr into that 
House (he Iu*form liill of IHJI, ami of superintending it pa age, 
d hose dut.ie.s he performed with much parlianiemary (aef. ouud 
judgmt'ut and great ? ueee Altho' he did not perhaps in a tipfle 
instanee imdu* what might he eulled a hrilHiint .■■peeeh, he a-ldoni, if 
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evor, faih'd (o say what was tuaa'ssary or td say it a{ tlu‘ riaht (itiu*. 
'’riio. ahiiM's of (he cxistiiio- systi'iii and tlu' pn^ialdi' ad\antai'c*:, of ih,' 
inij)r()\'i'in(*nls j>roj>os(‘(l by bis Hill wiTi* m‘ 1 lt)rth b\ liini [dainly, 
coiu'istdy and forcibly. Kvarytbino; ha said MT\ad to ..ati \'\ hi. 
lu'arars (hat, altlioU[>:h zaalous in his support of tiia ^raat priuripit* 
upon which it procccdtal, he was not di'^posad tit pu h the enforce 
incut of (hat principle to a)i (‘Xtiail that would lietray indiiVerener 
to the security and stability id’ tlu* important iuli'rest that woultl 
unavoidably be allVctcd by its pas.s,a^e, for ^ood or for e\ il, or a want 
of respect (hat was due to opposiuL!,’ ojiiuions. On (he eotitrary he 
uN’owed and ai’ted upon (he conviction that (he nd’orm of a system 
of so lone; continuance, to which so larixe a slnu'c of the intelliueui'i' 
and wiailth of (he ('ountry was opposed, to 1 h' safe and u eful .shoald, 
at U'ast, be e’l'adiial and maturely considered at every tep. i h* ua - 
aecorilin^L'iy th'siroiis, (hroiie-hout, to carry the Reform principle, in 
till' first instance, only far enough (o sliew ami to ulTord a rea-ouahli' 
illustration of (lu* advantages id' (he propie.ed improvement and lo 
enabit' the Country to regulate it , future action upon (he -.ubjeet b\ 
the light of I'Xperieiiee. Hy such a course he (liought (he eoiuplaint . 
of (hosi* who fell aggrievcil by the abuse of the exi (ini'- sy iem 
would be fairly respi'cii'd without doing; uunccevsiry liidiuice to the 
ojiinions and feelings and siipposi'tt in(ereN(>; id' their opponent . 
'rims wisi' and statesmanlike in his views, all Kngland. I \eril\ he 
lii've, (htf greatly divided upon the main suhjeet and al o in regard 
to the most (‘Xpedient way of dealing with it, was well ati tied with 
the manner iu whieh hi' disidiargcd hi., respnnsihh' and <liiruadt 
(hit ies. 

lie- has since, shared liberally in the eonlideuee and favor of his 
Country and for a long time oceupied (he diCiiigui bed pot of 
Ih*emier Ministei*. His reputation for morality, integiit\, per.amal 
and onieial, and for political coustniicy i . de emedly held iu high e, 
(aann by all Ids eouitlrymea without distinction of party, lie Is a. 
sensible, well informeil painstaking gentleman and in every ciri* 
(rustworthy, and I eannol Imi- thiidv that it has been owing more, 
to th(‘. general eouseiousne-s of the existeni’c of the e valiuihle fea 
tures in Ids eharaeter, in I'onneetiim with the partienlar (ran action 
of whieli I have spoken, than to supposed intellectual .superioritv 
over eoulempoi’ary stuiesnum that his public career Ine heeii -o 
much mort* successful than (hat of many of (liem. 

I hecanu' wi'll uetjuuinted with (he venerahle member from Mid 
(llesi'X, Mr. rloseph Ilume, uml with his amiable family and re[*e:d 
edly partook of (heir hospitality. Altluf nof greatly di.Mingui lied as 
a ))uhlie. sjieakiu* he always posse.sned himself fully of the merit' of 
tho quc.sti<)ns upon which ho addres.sed the Hou.se, explained hi:. 
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views clearty, and advocated them with earnestness and obvious 
sincerity. A large part of his usefulness consisted in his vigilant 
watch of power and of the abuses engendered by its possession, his 
devotion to liberty and his readiness to make sacrifices for its sup¬ 
port in whatever shape they might be presented. For very many 
years a constant object of abuse from those whose selJfish aims and 
projects he resisted he lived down the calumnies and sneers that were 
heaped upon him, enjoyed during the latter years of his life the 
esteem and respect of all parties and died, during my last visit to 
England, mourned as a brother by honest men and true lovers of 
their Country. 

Mr. DennisLoii,^ now Speaker of the House of Commons, and Mr. 
Labouchcre, still a prominent member of that body, were, at that 
early period of their political career, already prominently dis¬ 
tinguished as among the most useful of its members, a promise they 
have very fully redeemed. Neither Mr. Bright nor Mr. Co'bden, who 
had acquired so much celebrity in Parliament at the period of my 
second visit, were members in 1831. But I made the acquaintance 
of both during my hist visit and was much pleased with the liber¬ 
ality of their sentiments in regard to the United States. It \vas not 
my good fortune to hear Mr. Cobden speak but Mr. Bright I heard 
several times—on one occasion when the question was one of deep 
interest and his effort, in my estimation, fully sustained the wide 
simead reputation he has acquired as an orator and statesman. In 
the course of his i-emarks he treated our Country and her institu¬ 
tions with that justice and respect which have often been heard in 
his public speeches and which have rendered his name a highly 
cherished one in America. Mr. Cobden has recently paid us a visit 
wliich I understand he has employed in careful and unprejudiced 
enquiries into our condition and into the workings of our political 
systems, State and National. I had not the pleasure of meeting 
him but I am happy to learn from an intelligent and purely patri¬ 
otic. source that in hisj respect for our Government and people as 
well as in his desire for the success of both he in no degree falls 
behind his friend and political coadjutor, Mr. Bright. 


1 Jolui Evelyn Denison, 
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I liavo said iliut my re .idi'ut'i’ in I'’,iu''jand %\:v- Inn hurt for t!u‘ 
forinalion of liu* niosl roltaMc o timalo. of Urr |mo!n' lai-n and tlu>. 
iniiy even nujre tndy he predieatetl of my opinion^ in reieird to flu- 
eharnetei’ of lier jn'opln ami to (he elTi‘ets of her ptdnie.il urtuu 
lions upon tludr liaj)pine-^.s and weltnre. Nexeithele ut\ ifh-,er\:t 

lions \vei‘e uiud(‘under I'ireiimstunee . not others i e mipi opuiim.-. and 
llie t'lreei of them wa-. greatly to iuerease niy favorai^ie impre mn . 
in hotli n‘spe<*ts. Oitrtswn petsple havt* reeei\ed from their anee ttn‘. 
a protest mtaim-t her frame of |.nnernment a prote t ealeii uuh 
ilu*." blood of (hose who nuule if and to whieli it i. to he hoped 
(heir deseendanlN to the remote ( i'cneration ill fastlittdh adher«* 
heeuusi‘ it was foumled tni a jtt t re peet foi the njdil and the 
di/^ruty of man. But it shouhl mU hi* forooitcn that the deei um 
thus sohannly prommueed was made for and, in reepeiu tii it hind 
ine^ inthienee, hia-aine ohli^Uhory onl\ upon them ehi>., and that the 
ri^hi of a people to “ la\ the fiamdatioii . of their thoerninent on 
.such priu<'ip!(‘s and to ori';aui/.e it power . in Mieh form a to them 
shall seem most- likely to etlVet their .safety and happim* ” wa.s a-, 
freely roueediHl to other nations a . ehiimed for timir owu. No one 
dmihts, no om* ran duiiiit that the form of (hnernment reeo.mi/ed 
hy tlu* Miurli.'di ('on-(it ut ion i <’ u-. mueh the i lioie,* her pet»ple a-, 
(hat- midi*r wdueh we have the happine . to li\‘e i-, the elem-i* of our., 
'riu' system of (lovernmeut under whieh the re.speeti\r nation pre 
f(‘r to liv(' heiiiix therefore a matter for the exelmave drei j.m of eaeh 
and in respiM’t to the di-.po.sition of whieh no foreign inferfetenee r. 
ullowaldis it. is aij:ainst reason and prijpiaety tlmt ditFereuee- of opin 
ion <’on<’tU’nin|i; the w‘i doin of sm-h di.-^po>.ition Jiouhl he made a 
sour<‘e of inli'r national di-t’ord or hearthnniinim <‘f an) de .erip 
tion. Both nreat Britain and the Ihiiled State*, have iudui’ement 
of th(‘ strou/iXvsi nafitre to a fuithftd oh-..ervanee of the dntie, v\hie!i 
flow from thea' soimd and aeknowled|jed ireneral rule . A fair eom 
parison of our !*espt‘etive syslems, with referenee to tlie 4M'uritit' 
(hey [iroN’ide for tlu* most I's-ential of (he ri^dit of mam will how 
that, we may, in that, repird, he .said w-ith mueh truth to he indeed 
hretlireii in prineipli*. To name u few of the nurt prominent whieli 
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are common to both; libert37^ of speech and of the press—to canvass 
freely the acts of men in power and to express such opinions of 
them as we may think useful and as truth will justify—liberty of 
conscience in nuatters of religious faith—securities and safeguards 
for the enjoyinent of personal liberty, such as the writ of habeas 
corpus, trial by a jury of the vicinage &c—the right and protection 
of propeify: wliat candid American will claim that there are any 
very essential differences in these respects between our condition and 
that of the people of England. The fact that the sovereignty, the 
supreme power in every branch of our Govp’nment rests with the 
great body of the people, whilst in that Country only that which 
is exercised by the House of Commons is placed in a more limited 
portion of theirs, constitutes indeed a valuable and honorable dis¬ 
tinction in favor of our unequalled Constitution^. Yet, it deserves 
to be taken into consideration that the advantages we derive from 
this superiority are not so much obtained by the actual exercise of 
their sovereign power by the jDeople as by the influence exerted upon 
their representatives by the important fa(,‘t of their possession of it 
and by its exercise on stated occasions, and so regarded, the differ¬ 
ence in our respective conditions will, upon reflection, be found not 
.so great as may be at first supposed. In point of fact the iiower of 
public oj)inion in England and, more especially, that expression of 
it which is loronounced by their people through their House of 
Commons is a.s potential and, in certain re,spects, more so, in con¬ 
trolling the action of the remaining branches of the Government as 
is the right of the people here to displace them all at stated inter¬ 
vals. I have watched the character and course of that power with 
Jimcli interest, regarding its condition as a safe test of the relative 
pi-ogress of the conflicting principles of Govermnent embraced in 
the English .system—monarchical and republican. My visits to and 
temporary residence in that Country on two occasions, with an 
interval of a quarter of a century between them and on both under 
circumstances favorable to distinct and useful observation, have 
afforded me facilities of which I have not failed to avail myself for 
arriving at -correct conclusions on this interesting point, and they 
have brought me to that here stated; a conclusion which will, I am 
well aware, be at fir.st somewhat startling to my republican country¬ 
men, but which is nevertheless a true one. I could, if I had room 
for them, which I have not, refer to maii]^ circumstances which fell 
under my observation, on my second visit, indicative of the great 
change that bad taken place in the habits and feelings of the people 
in favor of principles in the administration of their Government 
altogether liberal in character and which, tho’ carried out under a 
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admit of. Wlien last in London I breakfasted with Sir Robert 
Inglis and amongst the company present was Lord Harrowby, son 
of the Ear], then deceased, to whose speech I have referred. I 
found the present Lord Harrowby a gentleman of good intelligence 
and a decided liberal. Mr. Monckton Milnes, a distinguished mem¬ 
ber of the House of Commons, whose political opinions were of the 
same stamp, was also present. The conversation becoming general 
I alluded, in the course, of it, to the obvious increase of the power 
of public opinion in their country, and in noticing my remark he 
said, in substance, that the Government of England, notwithstanding 
its monarchical form, which he hoped would never cease to dis¬ 
tinguish it, was rapidly becoming in its practical operation, as 
liberal and as much under the influence of public opinion as one 
®could be that was republican in all its features; that he looked 
upon such a destiny with complacency and only regretted that the 
Government were not more, actively employed in preparing the 
Countiy for the change which its Constitution was undergoing by 
a more general diffusion of knowledge and education among the 
people. 

Among the various systems which have been devised and are now 
in force for the Government of mankind it is in those only of 
England and the United States that adequate provisions are to be 
found for the security of personal liberty and the just rights of 
man; they are eminently significant of the community of character 
and origin of the citizens and subjects in wdiose behalf they have 
been established, and they constitute their birthright inalienable and 
indefeasible save by their owm acts. As in no other Nation are those 
rights so well protected, so in no other is their safety watched with 
anything like the same spirit. The Constitutions of some of the new 
repui.dics on this Continent profess to provide for the preservation 
and enjoyment of them but these are, in the main, merely paper 
institutions productive of few practical results. Long continued 
abuses have taken too deep root to be speedily extirpated and the 
people over whom these new Governments were established have 
been too much enfeebled by past debasements to be able to assert 
their individual rights with the vigor indispensable to their perma¬ 
nent establishment. Considerable advances have been made by Sar¬ 
dinia towards the promotion of liberal principles in the administra¬ 
tion of government in that monarchy, but this is a speck upon the 
political horizon of Europe. In regard to most of its States and 
especially to the large and controlling ones of the Continent the 
principle of arbitraiy government is at this time, to all appearance, 
as firmly established and possesses as much powmr as at any previous 

° MS'. IV, p. 200. 
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:i( (lit' lliictuafion- ttl* tlu* l:i’I feu u'ars iti iMirtipa. !( was; lull', yt's- 
U'nlay when h'canet' autl Kniiiaial niacelu'il >iih' liy sitle aeainsl 
lJii.'->.ia with fttmiuttn imliyiiatitm a! (he nt'ii!ralily ol' Ihaissia and a( 

I 111' •ar ilii’imi . hahiny (tl Au'-ti'ia. hti day I In* luiNiilc rt'lal ions lu'- 
(wet'll h'ninee aiitl Sanlinia Cavoreil hy IJiis-ia on tint'>idt' anti Ans 
(ria on ihe oilier ihrealcn (lie peaee of (lit' \\orld, whilst Mnyiaiiti 
ami Pms.-ia, whose iideruational relations ha\e iintleryont' a u’ri'at 
ehanye, (ami as nentral- eertain it’ (lit' war t'luhirt's ami if (heir lU'U- 
(rali(y i ■ pre t*r\t‘il, (o iiieiir, in (lieii' (nrn. (he rt'proaeht's and rt'si'id • 
nient oj” (he hellie'ereiits. Wind eomplleiitions will (oiuorrow pro- 
duet* i 

Of one (hiny: ulom* we may ht* assuri'tl. Tlu' eontest lietweeii 
dj'-polie pi^'ernmenl ami l‘ree im.iitntions will eontinui' to he 
wa<reil to (he end ol’ the worltl. I’litit tin* pt'iiph* of iMiyianil ami 
of (he I nileil State., or I ho e td' one or (he o(her ('oiintrv eeasi* 
(o rt" peet (ht* riifhi- aetiuiretl hy their aneestors at (he jyrt'iitest. 
^aeritiee. :ind pro\e fal e to the priiieiplf (lit'y ha\t' loiiy ])rO' 
ft'.^eil ami maintaineil (he_\ will he foiiml on (he ■.anit* i lih' in (hat 

I I rimyle, liahle fo he atleeled hy (in' aine I'aii e and forlunati' in 

heiny aide to appl\ (heii’ he ( eihu't for (heir euiuiuoii afety. I( 
wonhl .seem iinpir dhle thal (he intellie'ent inhahitanto td* (wo 
Nation, dims itnateil shonM he idind to iheir (rue iideri'.t' in (his 
rt'yard or to llu' \i(al iniportanee of proiidin,"’ in ea-on ftir (ht'ir 
mutual eeiirity h\' (he eiihii.-iinm and (u'e emalitm td’ eordial re 
lalion with eaeh other. With Nation- who etui iiler that Iheir 
re p('eti\e pie.i(ion make it for their iniefe t to Idml Iliemselves 
to nnitnai aijiport in :.peei(ied ea-e-., a tri'aty of allianet', (dlVusive 
nm( tit'feirdve, i; (he u ua! mode hy whii’h (hat nhjeet is aet’imi 
|di-liet(. Ihii esperieiiee has v.eaki'iU'd (ht* eoiditleut I't* 

liain'i* td manlund upon m'h af>*enai’il . When tile erisis arris’es 
i( ha ht'fu fouml (hal Nation are tli pt< eil (o he yovertietl hy (heir 
uppart'Ut intere I . at the nioineni, ami if (ho-)' have nmlei'yone 
a imderial ehaiiye. unfavorahle to (he perforuianet* of (heir enyaye' 
uieiifs, (lu'y will disreyard or '•wnl!' (lu'Ui, wlia(e\t'r may liu\e heeii 
(he •idenmit) with whieh • in !i allianet' ha\e heeii I'litered into, 
d he Ihiited Slate-, thu. ueted (hem et\e in re pei't (o (he treaty 
td’ iilliaiiet' with h'ranee, ilnriiit': ilu' ailminist rat ion ami t'onforui- 
ahly to tlu' suyirt*’t ion of \\‘a .hiin.'l on, a (’hief Mari Irate us np 
rinhl a.s any t<i whom the "iiiiiann' id' natiouu! athiirs. was I'ver 
eiitru fed. and in reladon to en;sm«'menl thal wi're a^ uinetl under 
eirt'iiin faint' and from motiu" eudiieidly ealeiiialed to render (lu'in 
>aered and miiolalde; a mo t in (nn'die example. hVoin llie larye.st 
It) the iu:i!lt' f. -dn'tln-r mnlei iiaMonnl or mtmieipal oryaniv.al ions, 
t'otmiiunit ie . are on eidficii! oeeasion , too prone to di-.ri'yart! oldi- 
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mt'ut a polifv ulitfh if i ?•» i"‘ "*11 lun.-r '■«* t ',ii:ii»iiif(i, 

4 'lu' partiiiL^ rt't'tHiiuifutla! It at i»t \N a‘huiaiMS ii-ntT !>i tmr nun 

to .stniiil tipiui foraiLMi nroiiuti ilirtiiirif t-ni mrluir ill'ci.c i xtiiji} 
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loo tii'i'p in till' lu-art • aial luiiai ■ ft t'ur piH<pi.- it. t.-ia i.-o ..r 

tli^ri'U’ariIt't !. A luttri- an pii itai-. ani] iMoff » >»u >• tic 

to cnlt h’atn, with 'Hir ht"«! a*>ihtf fin'U'ili atol I.'-*-! if i.-ld .m . 

hi'twi'i'n onr n"piMal\r Cotuitru' uhi» s- p-«lai a! .uAd'.-u < .1 

dith'ri'nt from dint <<f tho ro t >ii tlf '.'.Mih! .in t i!l v-ls.**- 'iifi j. f 
favor .'•la'll a rour'f. Tlaaf hau- l-ii-n. si : im-'. fui.* fhc 

maiuttaiani'i' of uaii rflailitii tun^h! v,r!i .hi-.« ;•> ■!! op.,a 

as liopi'lf N. ( )ur forfihli' t-pardioa fi.ao fht* i l ..aJn., 

with ihi' int’itifut i>f a ouai ^oar voir.- 'id >.h '..ah 

.•■■itit'-; tito liari'i* to Ilf ri'a-oliftl \<,ifh oli.-lt .<uh l;: j. tii>i f..i 

tiuiati' fhani'!*'. ouni.i i-rathfaff. 1 h>- odrj.rfu •• -a tfi.- tv.o 

('oiintrif' for liai w-ar-. afli-r thf !'»-> ta'a a am nf ..i-i o.d.-p. it.ht..-.-, 
parhap. nalnrall>, hut MOiainl^ 'oP-ifn* ii. A ui i.f • . h ir.i>-{fr 

ill aiiaplfil fti apjiaa f thn r .1 pi-i:(;f , If •. .. ..ol; I. uii f 1; ■ a thjf 

f hail uonltl half marl.f.i a t.ttf tif .aiujl v .n f, .t s.>a In-}, 

no!' Uft'f any pt* iii\f atfioopf lo-.clf \>% Ih i.im i.-.-huiu 

oifi' If. thf ."-oifrfn/nty of w hit h Wf liatl »iiif !>'i Ut-i, 1 .1 f.i a., 

at Irnd, hor <h jto Ifson apprait-.l .1 la. td.- aial Imi doo*" ion, 
Wfl'f a - oppi'f'.'lif a {If*, ho! f'.f} a. .-a. |{. ..jii*- u, l.iu. ,• v.f 
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that period our best friend, alleging that we submitted volun¬ 
tarily to practices and pretensions on the part of her enemy which 
were injurious to her, set up like pretensions in her oavh behalf, 
and perpetrated outrages against us but little, if anything, less 
injurious than those of Great Britain. 

So far from uniting as a band of brothers in resistance to these 
aggressions and to the pretenses by which they were attempted to 
be justified—^both alike iniquitous—as it became an independent 
Nation to do, our public men allowed themselves to be involved in 
discussions in respect to the degrees and purposes of the hostility 
of the belligerents respectively, and our public functionaries, too, 
instead of pi’esenting a united front against both and meeting every 
hostile movement, whether proceeding from France or England, 
with equal alacrity, wasted their time and exhausted their powers 
in a similar dispute as to which was the worst enemy of the two, 
and in reciprocal and bitter denunciations of each other for im¬ 
puted subserviency to one or the other of the oppressors of their 
Country. The feelings by which they Avere influenced Avere soon 
communicated to the masses and the Country diA'ided, according 
to our own accounts, into French Jacobins and English Tories. 
"V^riiilst the public men and the people of the United States were 
employing themseh^es in these disgraceful wrangles enormous depre¬ 
dations were committed upon our commerce and obstructions throAvii 
in the way of our infant marine, by both England and France, thro’ 
Avhich the Country Avas impoverished and that important interest, 
which in after time did so much to restore our character and to ad¬ 
vance our fame, was brought to the brink of destruction. These 
aggressions on our rights and this mode of treating them con¬ 
tinued, with but slight interruptions, until the Avar of 1812 with 
Great Britain. The extent to which the state of things I have 
sketched served to impede our advance to that rank in the family of 
Nations to Avhich we were Avell entitled, and to which Ave have at 
last attained, may be readily conceived. The injurious consequences 
to our means of defence, great as they Avere, in point of importance 
fell far short of those inflicted upon our character as an inde¬ 
pendent people. The glories of the Eevolution Avere dimmed by the 
ignominious recriminations of the period that followed, in which 
the brave men who had achieved them were held up to the world, 
ill pictures drawn of each other, as minions and tools of foreign 
pOAvers fit only to be governed by foreign masters. If anything 
were wanting to fix the odium of these mutual criminations and 
recriminations it is furnished by the fact, now more than ever ap¬ 
parent, that they were in the main and substantially without founda¬ 
tion. Those, Avho, AAotli Patrick Henry, in the early part of his 
political career, regarded Great Britain as standing first in her 
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liostilily to us, whmv doubtU'ss more* or less ilir.[>oM'(l lo palliute 
tiio coiuhifl of Frauee and to look to tlu‘ foruu'r powt'r as fho prin 
(•i])al sourc(' of oiir dillioult'u’s, ami so /’/Vr rirsi/; but llu'-c obiilli- 
tious of passion, tlu' ('ll’octs o! luoiiiontarv exoiteiiifut, uei'o not 
such (‘xhibit.ions of juiblic or pri\a(i' opinion a', wore lit to be 
made l.he, foundat ion of so o’ra\’e iiiipulat ions and the sub.'.oqiienl 
j)ublieations of tlu'. pri\’a(e papers (d' the leadiup,- uieii ot that period 
have shown how lit.tle elst* lla*re was (o jiistiiy (hose asptu'.sious ami 
how luiich (.0 disprove (Ikmu. 

The st-ronit,’est'. proof of an umhu' 1 uiiaht- say an unpatriofic 
lo.aniuo- towards either of (he beHiu’eienfs, which tho.s- publiea!iom. 
luiA'e brou^iit lo lii>’h(, is the snyv,e*’tion (d a treaty with I'<n;daml 
()ll'ensiv(‘ ami <UdVnsive, niad»‘ by Piekeriiio- to llaniillon in M a cell 
IThS, as a step lu* was ob\iously prepared to taki* il Ilainilton had 
ap[>rove(l of it, and (he. reply of tlu' lattm* in which he ay •: 

I aiii a;4alnHi t'oiui; inaiu'illan'iy "mtu alliaui'i- with ttcfai ItrUaiu. tl i-. in.\ 
opinion that her inUa'esis will insure ii.s In'i- iMiopor.it imi lo the cvifin ui her 
pow’t'i’, and Ihiil a Ireal.e will ind .‘leenri* her t’lirlher. (hi the oiher haiul a 
Irt'Hly ini^llt ('utanah' us. riildie opinion i:; not prep.'Oei! for st. It wonhl 
iioi fail (tt 1)(‘ n'preseiiled a.s to thr imiiit t<> irliifh inir jm/inii: '‘i.hlu-t e e 
ilirt'rtcil : * ■** 'I’lu' dcsiilrvtilHiit is that (treat I’.rH.aiji OMuhl l>e eiiMsa .l 

iu l(Mla(‘ willi her .11 iiiish r In /'r povs'ers eonnneiiaai'ale wiili .ueii arr.u: ■eineu! . 
as e\iaenei(>s iiiay re<ililre and tiie pro''ri';;., of oplinon p- iin’l. 1 ee no jo.od 
nh.leelion on her part lo this plan. Il Would he :'oo,| pid,i'.\ in hei- lu -.end 
to lids (’ouiilry a dn/eii friaide.s, to jiursiie the direeiion. of tin - •ooefi) 
nieul,'' 


Yi'4 with this strikiiijSi,’ illustration of hi,, preat parti:di(\ lou.aril; 
hhin-hind htd’ore ns I do md in l he lea ( donht that Ilaniihon would, 
as I h;iVI'. td.sewhert'said, ha\'e repidled and re i .led luifoiiuded pre 
(.elisions of that Country, prejudicial to hi.s own, v\lih ihe . anie 
Unniu'ss ami v.etvl thtit lu' hatl lu'fore di-p!a\ed. 'The motive by 
wdiich lu' and nio'-t of hi.s political a I'cialc were inthienced wa. 
rather lo impair the powi'r (d’ k'niiice ihan to iiieiea c that of (iicaf 
Urit.tdn, by which policy they ihonpbi otir wifet\ would hi* be^;l 
promoti'd. d'his was donb(le-s :i yreat lui.lake but, it wa. ([nite 
diirert'Ut. fi'om out' (hid would have led ihem to take 1 he part ot 
Fny:hind in a eoute.st with tln'irown {’t)Untry. It wa-. in all prob 
aliilil.y thro'' (he tnlhtenci of the view.. I Inive imlii-ated thai he 
Wits hi-oiie-li( jo (he point of I'e ortiuy; to so unwise .a me.a are a an 
nirniiiee, with iMto'land whetu'Ver pnhlie opinion mi'^ht leave heeome 
[irt'part'd (o toleriitt* il. 

Ihit (he. Intt' eoiidilion of tin' pnhliiv mind upon tin* ptdiit <d’ vvhleh 
I spciik Wits di.stinetly shown hy tile tdainop rai.sed a,‘rain t mh a 
project vvh(‘.n its exi.-'tt'nee was oidy i-mpeeted, ami namilion’ ein.c 
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of that roiulitiou hy hi-, paio . lo .liuani lunt clf tuoiiii \ tli<‘ iajuri<<u . 
of it . Iviioun or (hniiohl tiiai ho ha<i iioou ,i lur!;, i*' if. 

hoolviiiii' at tiio-a t'\or to i>o roa'ii*! lot [ trait art ion*, rotr.i | .rot i \ r l_\, 
hv tho liii’lif of -aih t‘i|iioUl fhnolopoii-nt . aittl ot iolloot nat unohai.u ii 
hv tht' hitter jirejililiee., of the day, \\e eaiuto! help alth**’ their 
ware withiiiit (jue tittii peculiar laulln to lie e<aitleu*he'i ou hitih 
^ide-, ei>ir>idrriiu’' (iuaii in a hodt, a - aui<ai«^f the uoi t e\ee .• to 
whieh we lia\e e\er been eSponl of the piial ol pait\, liout 
who: t‘ oeeadonul inteiiiperate wtirlviiip no tree t 'uUntry ran e\peer 
(o he (‘Xelilpted, 

It w'u-" not until after the peace witli I'andand in I‘'h'* thit tlio 
nianaL'etneiit of piihlie allair in tin t'onnlr\ wa-. lehned !ion» f he 
ather.se ell’eet of the e dt repiil.ahh a It ei e.it mn . Ihiiia;' !!i<- w .it 


then jn;.<{ tiaaniiiated iiopiilat ton of uh riw i. iiia, i.*.i l.uiinn |He,iri, 
of a do.ire |o war vuth h’.nnhotd in eiajlfaiio!* to fi*o wdl .tad 

(o protuote the intei'e i of h'l.Ou.-, r. O h oihal O. |<.o d. f h* 

eiter^ie of (heir own t ei na.eot. uei,- in tin re .«rt-d fo !' 

had ilierea ed in \ ioleuee. jfl.o ot;ier ii.j.e, jo _ (h;.e;..'i 

pa.'t iinpnnity, atui tuade fh'or !.i t appeu ue- a' : fh- >■. “ ' .li 

proeeediine. of t he Hiriloid ('ons i-nt am. I he ..( ih,. 1 ; ; 

State , a'- <'on a . (lien l.ireien foe \ i di . o -a t f’.t • 

hiiaine' (o it in indjnoent upon (ia- eh, tr.e t >i ..! P.., he-- 

and upon (lie ei a id net of i lie polit a ,d f • 1 1 f \ i’\ I h- I hoi a 

eoiintenaneed, 'I'hex pionoineed the i.otae! t , -n ho', 'i 

(he latter nndrr (he h.in id' pahlie opniUlii .1 !is< . i oi . .i u 
deliee. 'riii* . entetiee wa a nnhieo'. one jiid ,».d . f',.-? j.- 

; er\e; ua\ more, i f not it- jiitaa Pj. i , !i i . j: i ii.o! oho a 


liu^iothi liui of pnlaie opinion v :i. «p.i. e,.,} n. h, the i hid 
i>( . t heinaeh e , A nri-af jiaiti, vje, . lao'Oi i ..••••p.ii i,*. nii ile- 

esl ahTnlilnenl (d’ I he ( io\< ■rnmeiit, e. a iu on o , .of sjsd hi il 

own eon ent, Idmer nhdraw o from lia- | h.n -, 1 li. Id t >|.p..,ae!n 

(d ( he tleliioeiMl ie pa 1 1 \ of tin* ( oanl i i h t. • i .. . o a.. ■ I e i f i» j ,d. 

eon \ olo'd under t he Uann - if fc i. ? .d i -f ej ,p. ox i .-eh) . ^ 

Ainerieair f .m - h o'hnl a ; .it Ijc! ,an of . If ,( -...r I, i , , 

pure and . iiuple, lia tmt hern uaitared r.po,, f,,. nio.-.- t’ ? r . 

yts'ir.s. d'hie .ailrnm jutlnmnit of the t p j i , .-e , 

in i(-;efFee(.N a il wa jn (. Ur lute he.-n , f-'f. i . , , u 

lull tte hate no{ heeti expo --d f«, .uiohir pi t f’ e , ,e I' , ;,ijf oj 

the Mppo- it lull (o (he Ad min I t raC aai. \\ .• h m h *. j d ifi ..if ■«- o .! .h 

I'Vaiire, with Mmdand and will, ofhei \;i{a,i. . -• 1 ;e.h '• u.- h.-, n 

diseil ; ed with (he puhlieif^ . h-.ilMet.-u .! 1 . ,,i 11 . ‘ t.,l 'n 

iuivit dillered amotiL* our rhe in j,- p.-.-t to t'-- t ■ , . ? i a 

(hem. and (het hate h.-.-n d' po .-d o| .o , .f... ■ n. fh - Jf 



by the peace of 1783 with Great Britain we did not succeed in 
securing her good will. It is impossible to review the character 
of our relations between that event and the war of 1812 without 
becoming sensible of the great extent to which the prejudices en¬ 
gendered by the Eevolution liad retained their bitterness and pre¬ 
vented the just influence of our conduct in that struggle in extort¬ 
ing her respect towards us as a nation. She taunted us with our 
weakness, railed at onr fir-built frigates, liglitl}^ estimated our 
prowess and our resources and despised our reiterated declarations 
of a necessity and a determination to resort to arms for a redress of 
wrongs. Those who are familiar with the events of tliat period 
know that this is not an exaggerated description of the then ac¬ 
tual state of things. It became one too humiliating to be longer 
borne by a people who cherished a proper self respect and drove 
us to a declaration of war before we had completed our prepara¬ 
tions. Great Britain embarked in it under an exulting sense of 
the disparity, favorable to her, between the contest then before 
her and that by which our independence had been rescued from 
her grasp, when she was under the necessity of transporting large 
armies to a distant shore and to support them there for a period 
as indefinite as that required not only to subdue but also to secure 
continued dominion over a brave people distributed over thirteen 
States and animated by an almost universal determination to be 
free. Chastisement, not conquest was now the object, and that could 
be abundantly accomplished by sweeping our commerce from the 
ocean, by the annihilation of our comparatively feeble navy and 
by setting the torch to a few of our principal towns. Of her ability 
to inflict these injuries with comparatively little loss to herself 
she did not entertain the slightest doubt; perhaps no Government 
ever entered upon a similar undertaking with more unbounded as¬ 
surance. Of the military operations of that war it is suliicient for 
the purpose for which the subject is introduced to say that they 
terminated in the disappointment of her confident expectations. The 
results of the battles that were fought, on sea and land, so far from 
furnishing matter of satisfaction and exultation to the Goveni- 
ment and people of England filled them with amazement not unac- 



AUTOBIOGKAPHY OF MARTIN VAN BUREN. 491 

companied by at least some degree of apprehension in regard to fclie 
future. She had driven us to the display of skill and capacities 
for naval warfare of which we were ourselves scarcely conscious 
and which plainly foreboded danger to that dominion of the seas 
on which she had so long and with so much reason prided herself. 
She was too sagacious to remain insensible to tlie j^ossible con¬ 
sequences of forcing a people like that with -which she found her¬ 
self thus involved—a people by which so much had been done in 
so short a period, and whose persevering spirit she became inclined 
to measure by her own—^to a further and accelerated development 
of its resources and its powers. 

Peace was concluded upon terms neither humiliating nor dis- 
ca’editable to either nation, a peace which promised far more ad¬ 
vantages to both than a further prosecution of the war. The Mother 
Country at length recognized her kindi’ed, and feelings long dor¬ 
mant were warmed into action by a lively admiration of the gal¬ 
lantry whicli had been displayed by her stubborn offspring. A new 
era in the character of our international relations was inaugurated. 
Eespect, high and well deserved, was substituted for feelings which 
had savoured too much of contempt to breed, in return, any other 
than those of hatred- On our side antipathies were ameliorated by 
the consciousness of having forced our late and unnatural enemy at 
least to think better of us and by the confident anticipation that 
she would, in future, treat us with the consideration to which we 
felt ourselves entitled. We could therefore better afford and were 
in better mood to judge her future course with less unfavourable pre¬ 
dispositions, and for nearly half a century which has elapsed since 
that day the temper of the English mind and the conduct of Eng¬ 
land in respect to the people of the United States have been weighed 
by us in different scales. The progress of conciliation has not been, 
perhaps, as rapid as could have, been desired, but John Bull, altho’ 
proverbially slow, is at the same time sure, and we have doubtless 
grown more punctilious as we have gi’own older and stronger, but 
our intei’course, since the war, has been full of occurrences indica¬ 
tive of the nascent improvement in the reciprocal feelings of the 
two Countries. The liberal mews expressed to me twenty seven 
years ago, in behalf of Lord Grey’s Administration, the strongest 
and purest whig ministiy that England had seen for fifty years, 
upon the subject of impressment, were significant of a determination 
to remove, to the greatest practicable extent, all irritating questions 
in our public relations and the voluntary abandonment by the Ad¬ 
ministration of Lord Derby—one which in former days would have 
been denominated high tovy ^—of the right of search shows w’^ith 
equal clearness that the same disposition not only still exists but 




not do to preserve onr friendship and it should be the earnest desire 
of every well wisher to his Country among' us that we should not 
be backward in reciprocating this disposition to the fullest extents 

I cannot refrain from expressing at this place (and in this fonn), 
nearly a year Jifter the text was written the satisfaction I have de¬ 
rived from seeing in the course pursued by so influential a paper as 
the London Times in respect to and against the efforts of the aboli¬ 
tionists to dissolve our blessed Union, the strongest proof of the 
sure progress in England of the sentiments I have been pressing 
upon the favorable consideration of my countrymen. The assur¬ 
ance coming from so imposing a quarter, that the interest of Great 
Britain in the United States is to England second only in impor¬ 
tance to our own, and that for the verj?- reasons upon Avliich I have 
touched. These noble seiitiments are rendered the more gratif^ung 
and made more likely to be useful in consequence of the general and 
to a great extent well founded belief here that this disturbing senti¬ 
ment, after it had been reduced to a low ebb in this country had 
been resuscitated and in a great degree strengthened by the coun¬ 
tenance its members received at Exeter Hall. 

No intelligent and tolerably unprejudiced ximerican can be long- 
in England without witnessing exhibitions of character and feelings 
in all classes with which he will be pleased because of their recalling 
similar traits among his own countrymen. Those whose contempla¬ 
tion is engrossed with the pageantry inseparable from monarchical 
and aristocratic institutions may be unable to comprehend this state¬ 
ment, but it is nevertheless true. My memory is full freighted with 
recollections of that description which go far to show an active sym¬ 
pathy on many important points between us devoted republicans and 
those fast adherents of a Kingly Government. Of these it was my 
intention to speak, but this subject has been already and in a manner, 
unconsciously, so much extended that I must forbear. I saw many 
things in England, in the organization of her Governinent, in the 
classifications of society which that organization has produced and 
in the disparity of personal privileges its members respectively enjoy. 
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the establishment of n'hicli here I Avoiilcl deprecate witli all iny * 
and resist by every possible means. I have a deep and abiding? si 
of the superiority of our own political institutions and of their social 
effects. But these, are questions, as I have already said,^ Avliicli, upon 
our own principles, each nation has the right to determine foi* itself. 
They do not complain when we express our opinions upon these sub¬ 
jects abroad with the freedom with which we treat thein at lioiiu*, 
because they are not thin-skinned and no man whose opinions are ol. 
any consequence will exyiress them officiously or for the purpose' ol 
annoyance. As a people, taking them all and in all, it cannot Im 
denied that they possess, in a very eminent degree, the cinalitics Avhieh 
conduce to individual respectability and usefulness and which consti¬ 
tute the elements of a powerful and magnanimous nation. It i.s for 
this, among many reasons, the interest of the United States to culti¬ 
vate the most liberal and friendly relations with them and the duty 
of those who are, from time to time, entrusted Avith the managcnu'iil. 
of our extenial concerns, to make it their business to promote that 
object by all the means in their power that may consist Avilli jiislici' 
and with national honor, 

“This it will be easier to effect in the future than it lias been in tlic 
past. Distrust of the friendliness of England, Avith the pn'jiuliccs 
natural to that feeling’, have constituted from the beginuijig a jiroini- 
nent and distinguishing trait of the old-republican, now democralic 
party. To arrest, present and to guard against future violations of 
the Federal Constitution, to/seciire to the people the full ('ujoynu'iit 
of the republican institutions contemplated by that instruuu'ut and 
to protect the Country against the evils that were a])preh('n(liMl from 
an undue partiality for England were the principal objects designed 
to be accoinplishecl by its formation, and the distrust anil prejudiee to 
which I have referred retained their prominence and iiifluenec in tlu' 
action of that party until the War of 1812. That war was i(s act. Its 
political opponents had neither part nor lot in declaring or in sup¬ 
porting it. The peace of 1815 was also its measure. It Avas in its 
bosoin, and there alone, that a change of feeling Avas ncccssarv to 
establish friendship between the two Countries. The eire.cts proiliard 
by the peace and the altered disposition of the Govornmcuit and people 
of England towards us which I have described have been to me a sub- 
ject of deep interest and gratifying observation. What T say of tin* 
political organization in which I have been reared and whiel, bus 
never ceased to be with me an object of love and admiration doubtless 
will be received by the general reader cwn grmio sdlis: I expect, no 
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7' . .. j,... ,, ... uuT Known by that or by its 

naiiKS l.ns .u.l In liv,. „i, (!,„ divino, injnnctim,. 

U, inv.. ,.ln- lUMnrllbnni- nlir.-rlv,- 

Inivc (liniiL ,l„ mil,, us, ii mav 1 II,ink uilh lm(|,, i,e , 

,U,siiv,l invanaldy and siuiauidy I,, lival .,11 as they treat 

us. 'I'luil. was a ..lull, ,.l' il-; fniviyu pulicy at its organizatim, 

and I dunk has always -.m,.,. di .(ingui.sli(,,| it. Xhe old federal 
imi-ly (■liaig,.,l it will, |,aidialili I.. l■'l■aM,■e and the clmige was re- 
1,irlcd ill i-n.s]KTl Id I'lalm-al |uvl'civi„a' fur Ungland. It is now 
IHU-liiiiis lull' 1,1 ,i,'l,M'i,iii„- dial i..,,ii. inaai if it were uoce.ssary 
As I'ar as dm snusn of di,' .'..iinli-y is ••"tu'lnsivn ovuloiiee of the truth 
it bus l)(H*u (ItM’ith'il airaiii"! tin* iViInral ptirly. 

Tlu' nivi.liratinn of tlu- priuripb* of nvipronty iu the commercial 
ni<t>rconr.-(' ot nalum-;, uliirh on-tiiiatcd willi Mr. Jcll'erson, Avas 
.su}ij)or(i‘(l by Mr. Madi.M.n at Hr* .•oiuiuiaiiTnumt. of onr present Gov- 
('riimciit and ha- thcncid'oru ard r.mititnii'd an artic.lc in the creed 
(d’ tlu' polilical party id' uhi.di tlif\ vviav leaders, furnishes a prac¬ 
tical illiisfratioii td’ their viow and perferenei's in re^mrd to inter- 
imlioual relations, ddic ndasaii.m of pivjndiees aMMinst Emdand 
and a cordial reriproeati<*n nf nn-y Hlienil nuMsiiri'. hIk'. illicit adopt 
heeaine aeeordin^dv a ditf\ u hedi (l„.y perfonued ihoronghly tho’ 
suniewliat tardily as their di po it inn aiul determination to do in the 
( 11(1 whiit w .1 •• !e(|iiiit*.i of tlnau \%tai* ido, idy aeeouipaiiied by caution 
and perliaps tdopited i»y di trn f. 


d’h(‘ aet'e -ion to power (d' the lepiildieaii party at a period when 
their prejudices apaiiat Kiudand were (he stnmpmst, and their pos- 
.se.ssion of it hy larpa* niaj..rit!e f.n- more than half a C(3ntury, had 
given to (hone pn-judiee. tin- appearance (d‘ a national sentiment 
and it ha.- been amn ing to witn.- the extent (o whii.ih the conceded 
existetna* (d (hi.-' feeling ba ,en.ed a- u biri* to aspiring politicians, 
and partieularly to tho e who ba\e had their eyes upon the Presi- 
deiii'v, tempting them to erh fei appropriate its influence by profes- 
.sions of peeidiar .M*ir ilnlit \ on the -ubjeei (d' the injustice we have 
sullered from Kiudnnd. 'I'imt g.one in polities has been, perhaps not 
exelusi\(dy but thielly. plau-d !i\ gentlemen a priiieipal part of 
who.-e pre\i(Mr. Ine- bad been “pent in flu' ranks of tlie old federal 
party, but wlm, lu \ ert in'le-s, eon nlfing (he I'lninri's of success, deemed 
it. indispen abb* to bring theneehes into harmony with the demo- 
iTatie ‘’entimenf id’ the (’ountiy in thi.s regunl. ISfr. rlolin Quincy 
.Adams was the first of hi- ela.*-- who undertook to extract political 
(upital for a Preddential (’aina from this mailer, ami his earliest 
movement, after entering upon hi.'- ibitie as Sc'cri'lary of .State,— 
n po.-t then looked upon a. a ue«-r sary -top to find; of President—was 
to astound the Federal (‘apitol with lii.s Itery denunciations of the 
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conduct of England towards these States. Altho’ in the main an 
upright Statesman, no man studied more closely than he the cur- 
x'ents of political opinion or was inore willing to avail himself of 
their influence. He was well aware of the strong prejudices against 
his family that existed in the rank and file of the old republican 
party and of the necessity of their amelioration, before his elevation 
to the Presidency could be deemed practicable, and no less conscious 
that this could not be effected thro’ common etiorts but only by those 
of the boldest character adequate to comnnand the attention of the 
masses and to stir up and direct their passions. His Fourth of July 
Oration at Washington, delivered by the leading Member of the 
Cabinet during the first year of Mr. Monroe’s Presidency and con¬ 
sidering the actual state of public feeling, he believed to be such an 
effort. The scorn of propriety exhibited in this harangue in view 
of the official position of the author and of the presence, as a part of 
his audience, of the Diplomatic Corps, including the English Min¬ 
ister, and the extreme violence with which he arraigned the conduct 
of the English Government accomplished at least one of his objects— 
that of creating a great sensation in this Country, which was, with 
reason, believed to have exerted considerable influence on his ulti¬ 
mate advancement to the summit of his ambition. His success gave 
fascination to his examine. Among the first to follow it was the 
worthy and amiable gentleman Mr. Lewis Cass—^in his early years 
an ardent admirer of Mr. Adams, his family and their politics, even 
to mounting the black cockade, if his old federal friends told the 
truth of him at a time when they thought he was growing, as Hamil¬ 
ton said of Jefferson, “too much in earnest in his republicanism.” 
Long a resident of the far West, ^vhere ancient antipathies between 
the two Countries have not equally felt the subduing influences of in¬ 
creasing commerce and intercourse and where they are yet supposed 
to retain a portion of their former violence, he allowed his sense of 
the injuries we have received from Great Britain and his consequent 
denunciation of her to be inflamed in the ratio of the improvement 
of his chances for the Presidency. Plis sensibilities upon this point 
had become so sharpened and his expression of them so strong and 
notorious as to convey the impression to some of his cotemporaries 
of monomania, and not a few were, on that account solely, appre¬ 
hensive of disturbing effects upon the existing relations between 
the °two Countries which might folloAv his selection as Secretary of 
State by Mr. Buchanan. Aware of the existence and spread of this 
idea I requested my friend Mr. Alexander Duncan, who was desirous 
that I should meet the English Envoy, Lord Fapier, at his house on 
his first arrival in this Country, to call the attention of the latter 
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more eagerness or ivith less prospect of success but which he once, 
dreamed of achieving by the manifestation of grief and rage, as 
uncontrollable as they were sudden, excited in his breast by the 
hostilitj^ of England towards the United States. An occasion for 
his first appearance in this character was soon presented. 

The British North American Colonies charged encroachment by 
our fishermen upon waters from which it was claimed that they 
were excluded by the Convention of 1800 between Great Britain 
and the United States, and presented complaints to the Home Gov¬ 
ernment. The Colonial Secretary issued a Circular in reply to their 
memorial in which he intimated the intention of the Government 
to send out a naval force sufficient to compel the exclusion of the 
American fishermen from the waters in question. This Circular, 
on its publication in the Colonial newspapers, produced a great 
ferment in the New’' England States, and, instead of pursuing the 
usual course of a call upon the British Minister here for explana¬ 
tions, Mr. Webster published in the newspapers also, a formal an¬ 
nouncement from the Department of State, over which he presided, 
under date of July 6, 1852, to the fishermen and all concerned, of 
the designs of the British Government, with such comments as he 
thought the occasion called for and wdiich were calculated to in¬ 
crease the excitement. A meeting was tliereupon called in the 
neighbourhood of his residence, in Massachusetts, at which spirited 
resolutions denouncing the course pursued by England were passed 
and a delegation was appointed to meet Mr. Webster, on his ar¬ 
rival at Marshfield, wdiere he was expected in a few days, to wel¬ 
come him and to communicate with him on the subject of their 
proceedings. On the 25tli of the same month he met that delegation 
at his own house and made a speech to them from which the fol¬ 
lowing are extracts: 

TUe fishermen The said] mi^dit b6 assured that their interests would not ho 
neglected by the Government. They shall be protected in all their rights of 
property and iJi all the rights of occupation. To use a Marblehead phrase 
they shall be protected “hook and line—hoh and sinker ”—and why should they 
notv They employ a vast number; many of our people are engaged in (hat 
vocation. There are perhaps among you some who have been on the Grand 
Banks for ten successive years and there hung ou to the ropes iu storm and 
wreck. 

The most potent consequences are involved in this matter. Our fisheries 
have been the very nurseries of our navy * * in the first place the sud¬ 

den interruption of the pursuits of our “ citizens which had been carried on 
more than thirty years that they have pursued the fishing in the same \vaters 
and on the same coast, in which and along which notice has now come that they 
should he no longer allowed their privileges. Now (his cannot be justified 
without notice. A mere indulgence of too long continuance, even if the privi- 
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lege were an indulgence, cannot be withdrawn at tliis season of the year, when 
our people, according to tlieir custom have engaged in tlie business, without 
just and reasonable notice. I caunot but think the late despatches from the 
Colonial office had not attracted to a sufficient degree the attention of the 
principal Minister of the Crown; for I see matter in them quite inconsistent 
with the arrangement made in 1845 by the Earl of Aberdeen and Eldward 
Everett Then the Earl of Derby, the present Minister, was Colonial Secre¬ 
tary. It could not well have taken place without his knowledge, and, in fact, 
without his concurrence and sanction. I cannot but think therefore that its 
being overlooked is an inadvertence. The treaty of ISIS was made with the 
Crown of England. If a fishing vessel is captured by one of her vessels of 
war and brought in for adjudication, the Crown of England is answerable, and 
then we know whom we have to deal with. But it is not to be expected that 
the United States will submit their rights to be adjudicated upon by the petty 
tribunals of the Provinces or that they will allow our vessels to be seized 
by constables and other petty officers, and condemned by municipal courts of 
Canada and New Foiiiidland, New Brumswick or Noval Scotia ! No, No, No! 

Upon its appearance in England tlie British Annual Register, in 
the moderate and guarded language common to that journal accom¬ 
panied the publication of the preceding extract with the following 
comments, to tlie force of wdiich we avoiiIcI not find it easy to refuse 
our assent: 

This wa.s, lo say the least, very imprudent language to be held by a Jlinister 
of State wbile nogoli.itiuns Avore pcmding for settling the dispute in an ami¬ 
cable maimer. Happily no colli.sioii of any kind took place. 

The proceeding on Mr. Webster’s part bore unmistakable marks 
of a scene got up for effect; nor Avas the public mind for a moment 
in doubt either as to the fact that such was its true character or 
in regard to the particular effect aimed at. The success of this 
stroke of policy, by means of which he hoped to enlist in his faAmr, 
in the then approaching Presidential canvass, whatever of national 
ill-will toAA^arcls England there yet remained among us would, to 
a considerable extent, depend upon the manner of its reception in 
that Country. If her public men had allowed themselves to become 
gi'eatly excited by the challenge he had with so little ceremony and 
so much peremptoriness thrown before her and had sent back an 
equally belligerent missive against him and those he represented, 
as weaker men might have done, Mr. Webster’s game would have 
opened auspiciously and there is no saying to what height he might 
not have been elevated in the leadership he coveted. But they, for¬ 
tunately for the interests of both Countries, were men of sense and 
had found and improved ample occasions to make themselves ac¬ 
quainted Avith Mr. Webster’s character as a public man. They had 
seen him at the Court of their King and hobnobbed with him, also, 
in social enjoyments to Avhich neither were indifferent. Their lead¬ 
ing men of business, who. from their natural acuteness and their 
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Few of onr public men were more tdeiiiilled, in (be, eiirlicr peidods 
of Ills public life willi ('lu'. naliomd rescMii uhmiIs lownrds If i><i,1:ind 
tliau Mr. Clay, or did more (o raslen them in ilu' popular Ix'arl. I b‘ 
commenced his career in the Federal Cov(‘,rimum( in (be Senate of 
the United States in 18()(>, was sui)he<|ueu(.ly Iransrerred to tlu' nous(' 
of Representatives and was several t imes Spc'aker ol' (Iral. body. ('on-' 
tinning bis public service in one oi* the other position till (b<’ brc'ak- 
ingout of the war betwe<m ns and Fngland in ISbi lu^ {nx(uie{l great 
influenec in pre])ai‘ing the public mind for that ('Nurnt. and in pro¬ 
ducing its declarat ion by Congress with tiu'. sanct ion of tlu' Fxccut ive.. 

In these i)relimiuary sce.nes, in bis supixtrt. of tlu‘ cattsi' oT bis 
country during (be i)rogi'ess <d' (be. war and in (be negotiation dC 
the pea(,;c that followe.d it Mr. (day pass('d by far tlu' brigbti'.sl peri 
ods of his j)ublic life. His N'tiu'incnl deniinciat ions id Ib’ilisb ag 
gression and of those', among us who would have ('xtimuateil them 
and his ekxpient ap))eals to tiis countrymen to prove' (hem edves 
ee|ual to the exigencie'S of tlu' e-risis se'rvi'd to slinndate' the feeling- 
of whiedi we are*, spe'aking, ami with which he* was >,(ill more (bor 
oiighly asse)e:ia(c'd by bis residence' in iJu' i)alriotie Stale of Keulneky, 
among whose bci'oie' citizens (be*, juslilie'i’s and siipitorters of Ibi* war 
foinul a ce)i‘elial sympathy. lint afte'r tlu* change' in Ids poiiiieal 
position, wliicli t,e)ok root at. the* pi'aee* and was. ri'gulai'ly progre-. ive* 
until he bee'.anie*. llu*. facHc. /i/'hu-fjKs of (lu* MU'cessors of old feeb'rnl 
ism, appeals to (bat antipathy tmvards lOnglaiid which he had 
lu'.l]>e'd to i)lant so il('e‘i)ly in the' breast--, of bis fi'llow citizens would 
Inive*. hec'.n awkward and e)ui ed' place to say notldmg ed* otlu'r and 
higher motive's wliieb I am willing to helieve iitdiii'cii him (<» abstain 
fre)m tlu'.m. In ejiu'. instanei* which was (he only one 1 can c-all to 
mind aiul in itself trivial and oidy goexl natnredly mi;:ehie\oti.s, he 
seemed inclined (e) try a small pull upon tlu* old .' tring he- ('b'ctioii 
e'e'i'ing pnr])e)s('s. Afti'rniy ri'tnrn lo W'ashinglon from the Ifiigb h 
mission, our (irst meeting ix'cnri'e'd in puidie in the Hall <d’the Ih'pre 
sentiitives under e'.ii'cums.tanee's whieh will hi* iu'rt'afler noticed, and 
was marked hy very he*,arty salulalieiiis on his paid. On leaN'iug me 
he re'.tui'iu'd lo tin* Se'uate Cliambi'r anel, throwing Iiinr:elf into (he 
fli'liate* wliiedi hapiie'iu'd to he going on with his u.-mal faeilily t>f 
bringing end what lie wauled to say, a pro-pos ed' aii)'thing or neilb- 
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iii^'wound iij) Ills ollu'r <»l)S{‘i-v;U'mil;., tiuu’c lip !i* iitTiiniMi., iih this, 
op i.;<)uudhin<>' liki' il : “ I'y tin' dvr, I lia\t‘ juM hatl (lif jdfa upt- of 
shakiim’ liiinds in llu' olhar I Ioum' w ith oup lala M ini Im- to I'dipdaiid, 
Mr. ^'an liiuvn, and wa.-. ,ij;'pa(ilic-d lo liiul hint in fM’dlinu hralfh 
and apprai’inif lo ii'Pcait advanlanc /// /id' /■/<'//-•■•// ' a yood 

lunnorcd doscTiplion iutriulc'd for (hr wta^rpn inapkot. 

I^nt I lan’p prphap.s aasi'ii loo niin h paoi- and linu* lo llii; loptc. 
Snllicc' it. llial llu' ^ainr I havi' aUndrit to ha-, hrm playial onl. 'I’ht* 
^ood sons(', and i^ood IVtdino- of ntip pcoph- will no lonmn’ iolpi'alci 
a])])(‘als to ])PC'jndid's wliiidi (!u' (’ondnol of hoih (‘ount pit*- iia . Imwn 
Ihal. hotli liavc' lon^’since' dclcrmincd lo laipy and to fop'fi-t, 

d'lic' vole' of llu' Scnalc upon iny nomination ya\c ri c to I wo 
(jiu'sl.ions upon whicli it liccanu' nccc- apy that I limnld dcidih* at 
London, and in pc'spcct to wliicli diH'i'Pcnl opinion wina- enteptained 
ainonc- my fric'iuls. The c'xcilcnicnl of tin- occa ion and a natnpall\ 
au^nu'nlcd anxic'ty about my pidilical folium-,, made (hot- ililFep 
('uec'S more' {‘arni'sl and inipopltiuale than thi-y miu'hf olhepui o iia\e 
bec'.n. d'hc'y pc'hilc'd to llu' period cd’ ni\ I’etuiu and tin- nm i i-xpe 
dient course' lo he' adojded to .'■ei-upe niy futui'e ad\anei-ment. Mr. 
MeLaiu', who, from the elo*-e intimacy that liad hm''; e\i ti-d In-lwi-i-n 
us and (he marked .solicitude 1 had ;ho\\u fop hi . promotion, was 
('xlc'usivc'ly r-eyarded as amotprlhe waruu- ( and mo ( eoPilial of m\' 
■fric-nds, look immediah' and \ cry deeich-d prouud upon h.tth point . 
He t.hon<j:h( lhal. I oitydd In peturn iminetliafely that m\' friend 
Mr. Dudley shotdd In' asked 1“ n- iyn hi. M-at in the Senate of the 
Unllt'd Slate's to euahle the l.t-yi lanipe td’ New York, then in ;.es 
sion, In Jippoiut. me to hi-: jdaec and that 1 . houid come to Wa liine’ 
ton hefopc* tlu- adjoiirninent and ehaileiim' a pe\lew of the ih-ei'ion 
which had hc-t'n made hy that hody, Mr. MfL:ine had, it appeared, 
applied to a numhep of my friend- to auction hi ad\nalt ho' I 
do not; find hy my pape-rs nor have I any peetillccfion tluil he pro 
posi'd it. diiH'elly lo nu‘. Si'vepal vd them di ented e:ipne tlv, and 
some Nvilh manife.st impalienc-e. from the enure thu indicated, 
tind aiuoiie: tht'si- were mhuc who had .at lainetl me from I he heuiu 
niu(^ and in whose di-epetion 1 placed the hi</he t coididenci-, Ppc. 
idenl, Jaeivson, after ha\ine- hecn twice applied to hv .Mr. McLane. 
.s'C'ut, fop my friend Mr, ('aiuhrc'letur who enmmindeatecl the pc ulf cd’ 
the interview, with hi- own opinion, in (he follow imr letter: 

\vpsiit .1,11), is:;p 

.My iiu.ut Hilt, 

I was lust evi-nhm' at Met.iine's, who tiiht me 11 ,lU he tael lUl unmi ilu- o-r; 
Jilaii feu ,\ oil, which, ia* lin’ther siihl, luiU tii>‘l die ajiiipoha d<>ti <i} ;ill uilh ccIh'/'i 
he luul eimfen-eil vh/,; Uip yau tn eotue iiitt,)e<ll!in-!> haeh A euuie liUt. itc- 
HenuU'<S:e. ^ie, A.e., !n all wlilcii I siiniily aUNWerett thal I imn n.i.i urrei!. 'I’ht • 
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I IiiUi M I’l'tnii (In* tli;i( he wishfil Iti mm* iiu* .lu.l 

IouikI (lull our Crii'iiil luul i*(i!i-i)lti*il wiili (In* P,, ;inil ! prfMuui* if ua aJ 
ftlcLauu'.s siiiiiii'slinn tlial In* sunt I'nr nii*. I tnlil him that I u;r; 

<)l)]»os('il lo Mr. Mcl.niiu's plan nl' liavtiu*: >iiu lturr\ hunu* in (inii iutn ilu* Sun.tin 
at llu* lait nl' llu* session I'nr no earlhl.N iturimsi. uhirh ma,\ he u<'i ti*u iiine . hei 
t.er ('ITecli'il in anotln'r way. 'ria* old jaait leuuui saiil I hat .\ou Imd iimre euioutnu 
sense and hmod Jnd.«:mi>nl Ihan any nian In I lie world, and that he wonld le.i\.* it 
('idirc'ly (o y<airs(>ir. 

Idy iilaii is lhai ymi should not arrive OH uhout the (inn* t»f itlu* {ldr>! Mote 
day in May) or rutlu'r a w(‘ek or two after the nu'i'tine. of On* I’.ulihnore I'nu 
ventlon. Von will l)(> j^reetiMl hy Ouaisaiuls you ulll he received in filniunh. 
and you will Imvt' tlii' lliiest opportunity IniaKlniihle to nddre*-'-. the uimte 
Union—and aftta* all the spi'eehi's, reports, Ae., Ae., lane lieen made In «’unere ■> 
on the tarirr (alaait whieh we sliall do noildim) and a{i|M*!ir aiiiito;.' u. a - a 
nuMliaior oil that pna'at A luoiuentous (piesOon. !.i*ave,\our adser-airies to -.iiut 
on Iheir own daiu^ hill to all their tiirty honors earry \uur eli aho\e ihi'in 
do not sully .ViUir.seir hy even eoiuins^ In eontaet with them. 'rhi*> srheiue of 
J\IehfUH‘’s will nnaind yon Hail sinnlt heads niay aioaoor liiii j-he me a l.uvn* 
luaid for JudhUiietit ; If he had had Unit lu' ne\er would have taadi* id-* iCeport iit 
sneli a crisis. What (•arOily advatdane you ;ire to {'.aia h.\ iiiuipini.^ mio the 
iSeiiaii' lo discuss a i|tleslloU of ad,iouriiiiu*at, I eaiaoil j(o-.sihl> l'■lIJ^ei%l• im 1 
look upon Ok* last three weeks of the ses.slon ns aothine. tor hehate <»r ter 
aayllday; that can serve you. No ■-.oud eau eoiue out ot tt h.irm no.-In \i! 

dre.ss us on your return addres-, the Ainerleaji I'enph* ihetore whein >>tu e. sU 
liien he a eandiilalel and imt the .Senali* ot’ the t' .state., 

SilO'efeij > milM 

< ‘ < ' « ' • uua 1 3 .1. 

opinions tiinl udviei' of .Mr. (‘ainl»releni> ueae fiiDy euneurred 
in iiy Mr. Silas \’\'ritfli( and iiy SenuOir .Mare\. and the latter mou 
iniinietded ntlier ^riivi‘ and euneln.i\t' eon .iderat inn in fhnr fa\i»i. 
AliJio'' I (hen ^avt* Melatne entiiv ereilit for lieini': Hrfna(«-d lo, 
frieiully mi)(ivt‘s I did not etdertnin a doitld a . {o the ntur e prt»{u‘r 
I'or nie. l.o piirsiui in ju.sliet* |o ttiy {anifioji hntli in Ihnj'lanit und at 
home, wliieh wtis to .stii\ at. my pti- t until meir-. o{dnnin had laM-n 
rornii'd in respt'cf. to (he etunluel of iny oj)pum*n! and to p.i ipunt* 
my irl.nrn lo (he United States until after the UetiuH’ratie Xatuuiul 
('onvtmtion, which, it. wa.s .mippo ed, untthl lake some tietnm upon 
the sidijeet, had laum htdd. I .mi deoideti, jind enmnainieuted that 
(U'eision lo my friends in my tin aver to a lettei* reeeiveil frutn the 
d(‘moeratie eilizeiis of lilt* city of .New Vork.‘ 

'’I'he iil.tentitm of my friends, with few except inn , in enii nlernip' 
the. ht'.sl, niodt' of meetiiie' the vinlenee nf mv eiiende . w a d)ieef,-d 
tn the \ ice ! ‘residenl ia I nlliee, and a (roup de ue wa. fnrne-d fh.it 
I shnilld 111' nomilialed for eleetiim Oi n. I r,*reiie,l eietal letter, 
tn (hat I'llVet nut' of wldeli wa frnm m>- fttend Wdlruu U M-tr.w,' 
(hen u(. Uhi-hiueton di'eharpinu lim dutie of a Senator. I’lu h ,i 
not. (he litsd time that the ■ aine miir e had heep piopu -d ft, i,u\ 
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aiul bc'ltc'r jiist’u'O will hi' iloiu' to my to Mr. Mari'vIciin' 

by bark to llu' transartinn In whicli I I'fba-, by uliifh uicaiis 

j.iso a fi(l.in>>- oppoiiiiniiy will bt- pi'i'M-nlrd to rxplain anuilu-r IVa 
tiire, ill my puiilii* lilV alriauly caMially alliubal to in tla'Ni* payr- 
and liitlioidn Iml iinpcnd'cclly nndrr'^tnod. 

Mr. Tn^’liamd appoinlrd by Pia'sidciit dark-^nn a.s Srcrctary (d’ 
thr. Trriisnry, was I am ([uilr rrrlain tlw tud\’ numilu'i' of liI'-; C'ali- 
inid. who (Milvnai it with anythinn- liim a drcidtal wi !i in n-Npiad. 
(o (bi‘ snri’i'.ssion. Nolhinn- wa*- murn mirmnidrd than ibr iinpia's- 
sion I'xtrnsividy made' npnn (hr public mind that the brc.idcnl had 
foi'iiHal his (’ahinct with a vimv to prniniitc a parlirnlar dcsi;j:n 
upon this subject by whirh to ynaitify either a prefnami-c or an 
antipathy. Mr. Callmmi, unfortnnaiely for him idf, took up the, 
opposite. i(h‘a and ne\'er abandoned it, \'i'/: that hi. cxclti ion and 
my udvaneement, wi're tlu' objectN which the (hmerai intended to 
rurthei’. On (he other hand ('(dmud Hcnton, elaimine’ (n ,pcak 
as oni' wlm knows, say.s that down to the time of his idection the 
Oeiieral lookial to .Mr. (’allmnn as hi.-, .siicce or. Xothine; e\in' c.amo 
to my knowh'djei' either to eoidirm oi* to di prove tin fatemeiit, 
but. if it was I'orreet. it may safely he assumed that no ••ireinn .t a nee. 
had oeenrred hclwi>cn the period mentioncil and (hat of tin' reh'c 
(■ion of his C'abiuet of a nature to chanpe hi: view upon that jtoint. 

Mr. In^liani posstssed a .'•.oninl tli eiaiuinutinir mind and had 
furnished it. with iiMd’n! knowleilii'e e.spccially applieahle to many 
of tlu* branehes of tlu‘ public .■•.errict' coinmitti'd to hi- r upervi i(m. 
Alt.boue-h lu'. cannot be .'-^aid to have aequirial a very marked di-;-- 
(iiietion in (he performanec (d‘ any <d' them {Inrinn; the hort timi* 
(hat- lu". was in ollict' hi:', administration <d’ the important Oep-art 
nu'iit ovi'r vvhieh he presided vvu.s in a >.r<'iieral way eretlitable and 
it. was, without <iue:dion, eondiieted by him with a striet reynird 
to till' piihlie interest. Devotedly attaehed to Mr. ('alhonn, with 
whom he had lone' smwed in ( one'i’e ■, he wa- viu’y de.iroir; to 
seeuri* his nomination at (he time w hen t hmerai daekson hi'canav 
the I'hoiee. of the jLrn-at body (jf (he repnhllean party, ineiiidiniX .Mr. 
Ine:ham's own State. Penn.sylvania. He >.iipp<tr(ed the thmeralV. 
e.liwtioii with (ididity, hut, 1 have no ilonlit, with an iindiminiidied 
desire to si‘e Mr. (’alhonn thus (devaleil and with a linn pnrjxi.e. 
t.o eontiniK' to exei't liim.self, within (he limit-, id’ propriety, to pro- 
moti‘ his ehaiiees for the sneression. 'I'he f^rat itieat ion of ihat " wish 
lii'eanu' a passion with him and to it he eventii.-tlly aei'ifmed (lie 
inilni'idia! jH);-.i(.ion he had for many year, oeeiipli'il in (he polities 
of Pennsylvania, llis nomination to (he'rrea-nry I)ep;irlmeiit .\as 
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M 10 , result of u unil't'd nud unusually jiri> ri-<|ui‘ t (n thf Pti' i 
(Unit from the (laU'^al ion in (’on.na-i'N' ffoin that 1 h- j.af 

took lar^^’ol3' of Mr. ('alhoiinV. ..if }'i'’i"n • in fiau<i'<i a ««'!! !<< flir 
Prasiclonl.s (losi<i,-n^ as lo ui\ «i\\ ti a piral inns, an.! a-a .h'l.-mnn.-.I 
to do what ho. oouhh wUhoiit any latlpahln j'aihnv in .iiity, m 
ihwarl holli. To (his oud, whilst ^•iviini' nu* n.t .an .* fnr j..‘i ..nil 
oll'ous<', ho sol. hinist'ir, quiotly hut r*' nliitoly, t<. watrh tin- m..*-.- 
uH'.nts of lilt' Administration, to oh.struot i!'|> ■ wiu.-'i ho tla.n'-ht 
■(.ondod in llio ohno.xious ilirootiou, and to a\oid niakiuo hnn .-It » 
party to any aol by whioh ho luinht ho (‘tubarni od uln-n (!a- fin..- 
shoidtl arrivt' to take opon jttnmnd ti/xaiirt toy ud\ata-rnuotf. dio 
purposi' ami thoso (Vorm^i.s woro mutiifo.dod in u thou ami « n, , 
Olio of thorn, and pothaps (lu* first that ovoit«*d my atloatnm, I h.tio 
alroady spoken <d‘ in oomiootion with the appointmont of Swart 
wout. :is t'ollootor of the ('itsloni . at the port id’ Now \ ork. A-, to 
all moasiiros (luit did not- fall within the purview of ilu , ].y plav 
on his part thoro was a rouiarkahle oonourrmef of o|un!iin h,-! «mi 
IIS, whilst, in ri'spoot to all that tliil Mt fall our relation re euilded 
inoro ilioso of fair hut dooidial opponouls than tlto e v,heh 
ho ('Xpootod to oxisl ht'twoon loailiiuf ineiuhei and cm jdp.u..! .n 
an Administration in tlu* sueei* . of whah \^e lent a ..inaaou :u 
torc'st'. Iksiiuudin^ his ronduot iti eomiectiMa with p»-* ui.ttiou 
and soliotuos wiiioh soon came (<i oeettpy larire *,p;t.e, m men* nuad 
am! in tho juihlie pr(‘ s I oould not, id’ tamr o, Ino.,' he at a lo . iu 
rt'^ard to his lhon;^his or imdivi’'.. 

It- wjis plain (hat, looking: npon mo n. a rival of Mr, t'.dhonn I'-.r 
I, lav snoot'ssion, hi* desired to maintain willi me, iji the ifiitir-.n so 
whii'h wo, for the time hoiuy^ vvi-re plucod, a knjd of ■ t! in*'-! lit'U 
trality', or rather an armistice ti, ternunute in ii criiain and 
rahli* re.Miiiiptioii of Imdilitie., and 1 foil n«» di po utou to I, ill hui 
wishes, ^‘e(, imw when (here can he no p<. ihle uiotue f..! ihe 
siiiipri'Ssion or misrepna.eiit at ion uf fatf I M)iemnlv .feihuc th-.ii 
ho was oiiliroly mistaken in the heliid' Uf*on which he acted, \Uicn 
I went, to \\ a.shin^ton (he idea nf heefimin*'' th-n. d.e L .n’ n. 
eoHsor had never jietpiired (he sli^rlife t lo.lpement m im :cm.| It 
tho oxiu'dioney of taking steps to aid in the uiiph hi-i- id m d. u 
object, had been :d that, early period, hroimhf i>> ur c.,n :,|e. I 

would unhesital inyly have taken nromid a;-, os ; i h» m a. neon 
sisteiit with (he relation iu wlii.'h 1 iM.-ke.} np.m ni\ df s f nel 
iue- with (he Pro-idenl atid a, aifie’.-f hei* pieni.itmc in i*-.p.-.-t t.. 
lliy own iti(ere(.. I wilt <m fiuiher and .iv ih.il if the riptm,- 
h(‘t ween (he Pro idenl ami .Mr, (dlhoun. and tlu- . .m ri|ient 
it! the repuhhe.-iti cank , hud not tak.-n pl.iee thrie e,Mnld not l-i,,.. 
lieen olio id otir eoutemporarie who would have inoir ir.tdih i!, tn 
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myself :u‘((u’u'sc('(l in llie of the latter td the PreNiilriiey 

after (he t'Xj>lrarH)a of rlaek'-on's .'-eetmil lertn. My heiao- • iihsi> 
{|iien(ly ])l:u'ecl in a ditVerent luisitidii on this tim- tinn wa-. entirely 
nwiny^ to (he {'vents whii-h 1 ha\e jini now referia'il (•> and 
to ilu' l)it({'r ;itt:ieks that weia' niadt* ii|'on me iimler the anu' er 
roneoiis inipmssions hy which Mr. UiLrhatn was inlhieiieed. Ihit. 
for them President fhaekson would, I am nt>w {(iiiti* eo{did{'ut, have 
sufl’ered the. (juest.ioii to pass (o its .‘citlemeiif without any inter 
ferenee on his [ijirt. I turn at. ail 4‘\en(';, enliridy certain that he 
ili{1 not arrive a.t tlu'. eomdiision to favor my ideihitju to t!\e Presi 
deiiev until some tinn' after tlie iteeuri'enet's It) which I have referrt'ih 
1 renu'iuhe.r well (he first, time this suhjt-t’t was iutrodueed hy him. 
It was (lurin'): one of our rides over tin* tleorcetown Hill.’., in tlu' 
autumn of ISIM), some six or sevi'u mouths aftt'r tin' receipt, of Mr. 
(^11110011^ letter to him ahout tlu' Semtiioh" (ram.act ion, and after 
tlu'. r ,s- Tt'h'fjra ph lu'wspaper. which was wi*ll uuder:>tood 

to i-elleet. tlu'. political sc'nliments of thi' latti'r, had ^i\('n nnmi".tak' 
able indications of a rupture with aiul open oppo it ion to (he .Mf 
miiiistrut-iou on tlu' [>art of Mr, (‘alhoini’s friends and him .elf dm*'- 
in/x tluv ne.xt se.ssion of ('ouixress. lie ..poke of (he re.adutiou lu' had 
formed at. Ihi' period of liis ('lei’tiou to .stwvt' only one term and, 
referrlno; to flu' sei'iniuely insiirnmunlahk' oh-.(atde which had iuee 
arisc'ii to Ihci fullllhiu'nt of (his intention and to (he prohahility of 
the ('arly de,velopmenls (d' tlu' oppo.siiiou ayaiir t hi.s ndmini-.iration 
whi(‘li had for sonu' tinu' hei'U in com-(' of pri'parnt ion, saitl that 
his thoughts had heen tunu'd txi tlu' sek'etion of some uiiddh' eour.si' 
hy whieli his wish for an early r(‘(irement miy'ht he yratilied without 
ha/airdiny: the. jieeomplisium'nt fd' the im'a.^'Unm lu* had ('iitereil ni»on 
and lilt'success of which lu' det'med {''■.amtial to tlu* national widfai'i*. 
He. had not, lu' added, hei'U able to hit up'Ui any p!:iu -.o proiui dne- a.; 
that. I should stand for tlu* \'ire Pre.-idi'iii'y on the (iekel with him at. 
the ne.xt. elect ion and, if siirees^ful, that Ise :4iouhl re i^n in one vu’ar, 
or, if it. should he necessary, at (lu* e\pirali{)n of (he ;*eeond year of 
his new ({'rm. '^iu^ i’ec'linys with which (hi', propo.itton wa received 
ar('. as fi'esh in my re<‘ol!eelion a.-, they wm’e at tin* moment it was 
made. I ('oiihl neitlu'i' 1)('. iy:m)rant of, nor in-c'U ihle to the iarin' 
share, of ja'i'somd Iciiiduess towards luVM'lf which had fj:iven hirth 
1.0 this sufiCjL!;es(.ion besiih' his eomstant (h'sire to prouu^te tlu* [)uhlie 
intc'.rest; and that, eon.sideraru)!!. in uildiliou to (he earncNtn(‘.'>^^ with 
which he huhit.ually emhraeed jjroposit ions which oeeuj)iet} hi., mind 
for some. time, hefore. he hroti^hi them forward, demanded eTcai cir 
einuspeet.ioii in ji'ivine' tin* re({nisi(.e aiiswi'r to it. Put 1 eoidd -et* 
nol-hiu^Li: hut. dan/iier to my.sidf in tin* propo^i(ion and, as 1 (honoht, 
to Ills own f^iv.at. ])opulu,ri(y, and was de(*ply st'iisihle nf (he neeessit.y 
of giving to it a prompt negative. I Ihaidced him for the kindne.ss 
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1h' liad I'viiici'd {ounnl • itiy-rlf iu'r'i>na!ly iu a way \vhi<>h fully saf.ia- 
I’umI Iiiiii dial 1 il a- I (tiudit. 1 did iio( allia'I. indiH'or- 

ciicv (u (!u‘ cud hi jUMpn- ilinn iodkcd to dial (d‘ luy uilinuilc iduva- 
(ion III die l*rc idctii’v, adiiiillcd i( (it lia\c liciauiic an olijcid vvidiin 
(he M-ope (if my aiiihitinn, Imt appealed In him fur (he (riilli of (,lu‘, 
deelaralioii (ha! 1 had ne\er ■ aid or done aiiythiiie-\vhils( I had ht'uu 
assoeialed wilh him iu the [mhlle M-rviee which could yive him or any 
one I’lauoii lo (hiiili dial my miml was oeeiipii'd in (he promotion of 
dial ohjeel liy any other mean- than hy (he fnilliful performaiu'o, 
of my oHirial dnlie-^.. To (his appeal he respomled warmly and satis- 
faeloi’ily. I dieii placed before liim all (he ohjiMMious lha(. oeeiirred 
(o me a( die nionii'tit a'fainst (lie adoption of (he eonrsi' hi' .sii,o:e;e.s(.{‘d. 
Doina' full jimtice lo (he piirily of his own motive, I spoke of Uiu 
eoiislrnelion thai uonld Ih* placed upon (he step hy oiii' eni'inie.s. 
Whilst lie wa nio\ed hy eoiisidendions <d' a piihlie eharaeter, look¬ 
ing ehii'llv lo (he perfeeiinii of llu'. tJ>’‘ail pnhlii’ measiiri's he had in 
eoiilemplalion and ipion some of which he had already enleri'd, (hey 
would sdymali/.e the pi-oeeedini^ as a sellish iniriyne desi^-ni'd to 
snniyyie me into the I'readeuey and lo ^rulify his own re.si'id- 
nieiils ayain >1 time lo who, e ele\a(ion he was opposed; (.o (hose 
I added iiKinv oilier reason-, and refleel ions and eoiiehuled w'd-h 
an earne^i declaration (hat altho 1 riyiiily NSihied the hiyh dis- 
(inet.ion of (he dre>iden(ia! olliem I could no(. fora, niomeiit hesi{;ate. 
helweeii llie iii iant and perpetual rermt|iiishmen(. of i( and iin iit- 
(enipl (o reach il (hiou;>'h a channel o liahle lo miscoiist ruci ion. He. 
was -.Ironyiy mmed hy tin* eiuir-e of my remarks, Imt in no decree." 
apprehen-dxe of any imputalion - upon (he step, so far as (hey miy:ht 
he designed to alfeei him elf. I’lie people in whose yood si'iise and 
riylil feelinir he had nexer been disippoinled, woidd, hi' .said, do 
justice lo hi inolixe : hnl hi' acknoxx ledyed that he had no(. snOt- 
eienllv eon' idered tin* dilfcivnee hetween hi-own .‘.iliialion and mini'. 
'I'liev miyhl perhap . Iu* (hoii'dit. xvidi fi'i'liuys of eiinal kindness t.o 
otirsclxe; he indnerd to applx a dilferent^ ride in respect in l.lie 
motives of . tieh a (ep. as hetween (he man xxdio liy means of it. xvns 
dive.stiny him el f of yreat honor and wilh him who xvas reei'ix iny i(„ 
d'he (lenerur' letler (o me of (he day nl |x.‘> wiiieli xvas 

before (he. rejeclion of my nominaiion will he loiiiid lo eonla.in a. 
x irtiial reference to (hi . eimxer .ation. In .• pealdiiy of (he prohahilit.y 
(d m\' heiiiy made a candidate hu’ (he olliee ot \ ice President, ayainst. 
my xxill. 

'I'lie i«lea wa : ahaiidoimd ;ind altlinuyh he (hronyhoul ehi'i’ished 
a iaei'fe de ife lo hiX do\x u hi ollii'i' a( ilie earliest prael.ie.ahle. 
momeul. Id I'r irnaiiim \\ a not anain propo-eil. nor xvas he evt'r m 


\i.'- \. i- 
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u siiualion to inako it wilh prnpriol v. It uil! in* k.a-Ui- ni luim] that 
1 a^Tiual to accept the I'.tmh li ^Jl t'Oi 1 c^pii' fij tn !j|i« 
(Jcocral luy opinion tliaf (lu^ rlcp I \\a-. ab..!i! i.> jaKr cooM im! 
jiiul slioulil not lu' rcyardcil in an> nthcr liant than that m; a I’t* 

liiuiiilslinK'nt of any prcicn-ion~; my fricn.l miyhi think 1 po c ,■.! 

io sncccccl him in the Pn-idem-y, and that I inh-na-d femu hi. 
silence that he- felt constraincil tt) tudieve that .tich unnM he it; 
ed'eii. But lie soon clnnii'ed that opinion, or nmer ,ad«.pted it in 
the si'use I did. early a - t!ie :«ih of Septciuher, l-^td, williin 

t'.i^ht weeks afti'r 1 lelt him, he wrote a . hdlow- : 

Nolwillislatnlliii^ tin- !ii:!.ti tatiHimi 1 .•iis.-rtaitj .a thi- tah m au.i ..f 

:uy presi'tit CjiblMi'l am! Ila- 1 liior in I’uui, fiU f!si-r.‘ .•ii.pc.n- ;i 

VHcailcy by yoiU’ absence ainl ent' raitlo'til I’.atiiu, >!r.O t U'-s l Ui-.l, \t!- Me 
l.aue’s mind is n hnst (k itu- aial wilb him Haro,' in h-ni; I i.u«e.\ t euit 
iinilc'i' !Ui>' eii’ciinisoinees etniliiie \\l!li tin* ■•ueiine . and nnt. fhOu> aui*. hi di 
laleiil.s nf the ufliers, ! have im deiibl ue bail lem- fbe li.oee.el o-. .•! jn!.. a 
.sni'e port, sun 1 i'antmt tnd I'ema-t \nur al> eme Me tu'-o- !.e,n ■ o-iom.at. 

W'llb nui’ rm'elan j’elatlnb.s liilberln ibat 1 WeiUd I'eTei llh.oi aie. *e- . .mi; ; 
shiildd nceui’ herearie!’. I eaiiuet ebi ,e v^iUmui je la i ce. at !>■,■ tSi.O ! li.>pe 
cirelinistiUn'CS will ni'eitl’ tn eindde ine In letlifii l>> ibe iieiui;; •- e jit one e >‘H 
and st't !in exsnni'le wuidliv Ot lie iiiUnueil and eio- .m eiuj. i..e o. m , .Miiun-, 
(Ind: I lli'ver Innl any ntliel* andjitiini Uiiin tb;0 ei i i.. ...unM-. "ben 

slie I’ctpiii’etl il, ntid. ulleti 1 lamw If eituld be beflec eio'd b. Mihri , f" I'peit 
file dniM’ I’iii’ flielr eJiiplnyincrd ; /ew/ a ill fanbi.dioid ,iu . 

Nothin^' Inn inti' oi*iairrct| that reqnireil me to de\iale Ironi the 

ilio coiii’si' which circum-tancc hml pointed oui ho me. 1 touk no 
notice' of these sUfili'C'-t ion a will he ;ei>ii hy my reph to (hi letter. 
But. lu‘. dul lUit- allow my : ilenee (o priMent him fi>tm reilii'nln;' to 
till', .snhji'el. fretineul ly am! in hi. lelter of tin’ Iflh ol Ibsemhel'. 
IHr'll, hi'. I'Xpre.ssed hi nr elf (hu-.; 

I e.'Umid clnse, (tillin' i( i- imu ullbniii tiannn. (n -om .••!.; ■■i-'e-;U1' a 

.snbjeci which is einis(iini!.\ mi iii.\ udinl; it i'< lhi‘< It 1 am i.e’e.ieii .m,! uui 
fire lull I’nlli'd In llie \ lee l’t'e'ddetn > I U b.li > im !•' leiitin I" l5n > n.:. ; .- : i 
(W'l) yearn fniJU nnw, if U eniupm’l' v\lth .vmu’ \lew. mtd «i fa . 1 ibitib mir 

pl’t’Senee het'e tdinul thtU lime u iU l.e neee- ari, '1 he nppn Hb.u 0 

fliey dlU’.sl, tO' !'» ri’jeel iniitiiltalimi ns Mini ter, bill lln\ <iare iinl, Ihc;. 

heahi t" luniw If lliey illd IbtU Ibe ju-nple in inn . - unuld tahe .M>n up amt i 

,\'nn Vlee Pre.sidenl wllhnui n nmnlnalinn. M’a . il imt lur Ihi., ll *. .nM (Mat, 
(liillnniii X; I’n. wmihl try il. 

^'(Ml Know Mr. l.i\iinj.simi Is amlntts In mi abrnad and ! am ;e.. anUmt in 
have ymi uettr me, anil tl wnulil alYerd ine pteu'.'ure In ynilify imih. * * 

I wniilii net be .Miirpcbed tf, enulrars In ymir dei.bu’ed whihe-:, >nu -hntild 
be run for \’iee President ; ns sure as the Si’iinle mala* tlin tilempi n, n-;... j 
.\'(ini’ nmulnnllon. 1 am inb! il will be dmie. 'I'bi ; will briny >i.n b.ieU m 

twelve innulliH, If ind, Iheii 1 wl.sli, if reeleeled, In iiriie’; uni a ini; 

inateild 

* Wllliaia '1'. lilirf.V, I'n'inillDilM’ (ietlet'lll. 

“ lu (he Van lUinni PaperH. Th<' aiiMWar, (lutol Ori, tl, ls::l. j •. ..t >. in m.- \ ni lamu 
I'uiH'ra, 

” lu the Van Buren PupiTH, 
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The. rejection of my nomination followed soon after and in the 
General’s estimation cleared the field from all obstacles. That the 
party ought to nominate me and that I was bound to accept were 
points too clear to him for discussion and this he avowed on all 
suitable occasions. 

The propo.sal of my friends that I should consent to run for the 
ollice of Vice President being wholly disconnected from the sug¬ 
gestions of the President in respect to his ulterior views I felt myself 
in a situation, after the treatment I had received to accept of the 
nomination consistently with the principles upon which I had acted, 
and concurred moreover in the opinion expressed by the President 
that I was, under the circumstances, bound to do so if it should 
be presented to me. 

Entertaining such views of the subject I sent the following answer 
to Mr. Marcy’s letter: 

London, March IJfth, 1832. 

My Dicaii Sin; 

I have received yoar kind letter announcing tlie desire which has been mani- 
iVst(?d that I slioiild he a Candidate for the Vice Pre.sidency, and suggesting 
tile pi-oprioty of an expression of niy feeling on the subject to some one of my 
friends in Washington. 

Of the strong aversion which I have \iniformly entertained to this measure 
you, as well as many others, were fully informed before I left the United 
States, tly private feelings on the suiiject are unchanged. I cannot regard 
tlie possession of that post as in any wise likely to promote my happiness or 
u'olfare. Bat whatever may l)e my individual repugnance, I cannot but feel 
ilie justice of the opinion, expressed as it appears, by a large portion of my 
Fidlow Citizens, that I'ecent events have materially changed the condition of 
the q\iestion. The President in the recess of Congress had nominated me 
to a foreign and important trust; I had left my native land, and entered, among 
strangers, upon the conspicuous functions of that tru.st; a majority of the Sen¬ 
ate have rejected the nomination of the Executive, and publicly divested me 
of my employ when I was executing it in the presence of Europe & America. In 
so doing they have ° sought to bring discredit upon the act of the President, 
and to disgrace me personally in the Gye.s,-not merely of my Fellow Citizens 
iHit of foreign nations. If the Republicans of the U. States think my elevation 
to Ihe Vice Presidency the most effectual mode of testifying to the world their 
sentiments with respect to the act of the President and the vote of the Senate, 
1 can see no justiiiable ground for declining to yield to their wishes. 

Should a knowledge of this acquiescence on my part be deemed absolutely 
necessary to the harmonious operation of our friends, you are at liberty to 
state it; b\it not otherwise. 

I would sedulously avoid any act or agency that might appear calculated 
(u- designed to bring about the result referred to. My paramount desire is that 
my future fate be left to the \ml)iased decision of the people. 

Overwhelmed as I am with the generous sympathy manifested by my coun¬ 
trymen, I hope & trust, I shall not he thought to meet their confiding frank¬ 
ness with fastidious reserve. There is a degree of reserve forced upon me, 
howevei*, by the nature of tbe question, by the peculiarly delicate situation in 


° MS. V, p. 30, 
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which T have boon ]tlaciHl hi rc;.';ar(l lo it, niul h.'. the unui.-u vV iiri -.cv. I'ln • mi 
iviiivscntafions al’ (he wlialc suhjccl with Wliieli l !ir i.iihiir car ha- hr.-!! aiMi-..-tl. 

I alii I ^'ii' 


\'cr,\ triil.\ .viuir 


M, N . It. 


"Wm. L. Maucy. Rsq. 

1iiiyst'lf ()1 (lie )mlili'hetl deliafe uhieh (ndk [ilaee 
in (lu' Smialt' on (he oeea.'-ion, and id all iieee ai's dorinneiit , 1 de 
\’(){e(l a siillieieiil poclion id the* liriel [leriod id iu\ reinaiiiiii;’ in 
Knropn (o a rrilietd I'xainintd ion id’ (lie oronnd . that had iieen a.-. 
.siinied h\' tin* opponimH ol niv noniination in the Senate and an ar 
rani*’einen(. of (In* inatei'iah. in my hands which were almndantly 
snllleient, (o dt'monst !'a(e (heir lallar\.' t)l thee 1 intended loavaii 
in\’.si‘iron inv piihlir reception at New* 't ork, oi (he de inn ol which 
I liad lu't'n notilied. I''indiny: (he city, on iny arri\:d hra\il\ al 
(lirtt'd hy Cholera, I snpersedt'd (he a rranyenient ■ that had heeii 
niadi* for ree('i\ inLi' me iiy liastenine' to .-.liore and proeeedin** mune 
diatt'ly to Wtishiiioton. My eontein[daleil :.])eeeh wa of cdiir e not 
deliven'd. Pei-eeivitiir Unit (lie pnhlie mind wn ■ wholly eimrn ed 
witli (|iu‘stions arisiiie; upon (he Iha’-.ident'. r. id (he Act tor ihe 

rc.eharli'r ol’ (hi* U. S. Ihink, and hy ot her t opies of deep intere I, and 
assured hy I’rit'iids in whose jndiLriiu'nt and eoolne I placed iniplirit 
eoididenre that (Ik* ohjeetiims to my nomination to the I'innreh 
Mission, rounded on (he iiist met ions (o Mr. MeCaiie, wt're already 
ree'arded Iw ail my eoiiiit ryinen, w ho were not hlinded h\ prejiidiee 
or hy politiea! .seheminu', as unrounded pretence: .sei/ed upon hy 
p:irti/.aii Seiiatot'.s lo mask a hlow aimed at a political (ipponent, 1 
was induced to reii'ard further notice td’ the ail’air at that time ai 
a matter i d’ .supereroeat ion. 1 need carcels .'.-ay that the itpinioii.-i 
of m\' friends in re-pee( to (he Mate of pnhlie opinion upon tlio 
stihj('e(. wime I’nily sii.staini'd as wadi hy my election a'. \'ice I’n- idenf 
wiiicli foiloW(‘d my arrisal almost’ immediately, as liy that wiiieh 
raised im* to (he Iha'sidi'tmy. 

'j'lii* not('s (d’ my intended spc'cch are now hefore tm* and a dis 
enssion of the i(itt'stiom- involveih with the held to mv elf, minht 
wa'.ll he. considered an oeeiipalion iioth ju-tiliahle and iiiviiiiiL*’. 
But I tun not satfisfu*!! that, muier (‘xii-dine; eireiim tanc<- , { ouyht. 
to indnie-e mys(*!f in (hat erat ideat ion or (hat there <-an he iiiaii> 
nnprejndieed minds with impre;-.‘-»ions of (he wlnde atl’atr other 
than (.hose, wdiich !ia\e heen idainped upon it hy the repeated \er 
diets of (he, Amerieaii Beoph*. Satisiied with (he ^ indication my 
(diaraeti'i* ri'eeived from these and other source'- 1 will not now 
carry out. the. ureMmieiit.-, they sustaiiu'd or even piildi h them. 'They 


■ S'rr 1 (if llic .\ilinliil'ti;il lull’d iictinH ic.lilt hi;; in \':iii nurcii'. Kii u< Mill 

l.sler to KiiKhuiil, iiii uutviKniiili ilraft, 1 IS )iii. uinh-r ihitc cf isr.a, lu the Van nuren 
riilM'rs, 
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AvcM’i' suliiui((i'll (o ('lu»>t‘ .lullin' 'rniu'y uiul (o (\)1. Bouton who 
wore hi.a’l'lv i>!i':isoii with (lu'ui ami (lu* lador s[)oalvS approvingly 
of llu'iii in Ills “ 'riiirly M'ars in (iu* Soiialo.’’ 

1 will i'onlon( tnysolf with somo o’cnoral viows of (ho- inattor. 
'.rtu'so will ill' u’ivoii nol at all with (ho ilisposilion to cast oilimn 
on the tnoinory of (ho principal actors in (hose .sconos, hiK hccaiiso. 
i( is line, to historical ti'utlu that the main IVatiircs of a ^rcat. i)ul)lii‘- 
(.ransaction sin-li as thaU tarrioil on in (ho fticc and ai)i)or(ainin;j^ to 
Iho conocnis (if two |j:roat nations, shotdil at- least ho. pi’osorvod. 

I'lio assumed <i:rouud on which it proceeded was, it will l)(‘, re,- 
inomho'i'd, (ho oharaolor (d’ (Im instniot.ions under which Mr. Nh'- 
Lano aotoil in ohiaininp; (ho ro.-.(ora(ion of the West. India traile, 
and (ho allo^vd e\(on( to which those, instructions soufijht to ad- 
\anoo parti/.an aims a( (lu' i>\piMis(‘ cd’ (ho hono)' and intoi'osts of 
till* nation. Now i( liapponod (hat (h(> same suhjt'ot. oanu' hi'foro 
(he Senate hut a sliorl timi' hofort* and was disoiissod in a similar 
aspect diirinn,' (ho administration id’ Mi’. .Vdams, 

-Vmoii'j,' mv ' pofdu's will lx' found oiu' dolivi'rod hy me in that 
hodv in which (hr i-uhjrrt:; <d’ (ho (Imraotor of (ho (railo, (he inter- 
(>sts (d’ (ho I’nitrd State;-: in it;; maintominco and (ho. stops hy which 
i( was Io.s{ an* fully di -oir -od. I'lii' qiU'.stions ai’osi' njion a hill re- 
ported hy (hr ('h:iinu:ui of the (Inoiuittrr of ('onimoroe, Mr. .lohn- 
stoii, of Ijoui iaiKi, :i aipportrr id’ Mr. .\dams'' administI’ation and 
Mr. ('lay’s pariioul.ai- and do\otrd fririid; (ho. lalti'r Ix'lnrf ihoii 
S<'ci’o(:ii’y of Siatr. 'Tho hill ronlainrd a pi’oposition which (ho 
Administration tliom’ht hr i ad:ip(od to ridiovi' (he snhjoct. from tlio. 
otnhai’rassna'idin which it v\a- involved and tin*- passa^xo of which 
thro’ ('on.irrr-.s i(i anxioii ly sir iivd. 1 was (Inm, in the p;enerul 
sense of tlu' term, an opponent <d' (ho .Vilminlst rat ion, hut, wdiil.st, 
I pointed out (ho errors hy uhioli (hr (r;nlo hud hern lo.st, 1 sup- 
polled (ho iiira lire under (’om !ilor;i(ion. Mr. ,Iohn.-;t'on, in reply, ad 
mi((rd (h:d the :tmi‘ndmrid 1 propo.sod did not dilfor in suhstanoi' 
from (hr hill rrpoiioii hy the (‘oiundttoo, indo.t'd in his opinion, only 
as to (ho niodr td' doimt the .‘.aiiio thiiijU’. “'riio |L':on(Ionian from New 
York," .sail 1 hr, “Iia. piven a clear .(’atrmont of (hr ori^^in and prop; 
ress of thi.r qur finii: ho ha - ;tatrd it eviilrntly with a, stronp; lean- 
inp:. 111 * has nutdr nmr error, end omi -.ion • in his far(s, and he has 
P'ivcn too lunch writrln (o (ho mror tion in rop'ard to the. course 
pursued hy hi nun t’oiiiitry. Ihit hr has arrivisl, no matter hy 
what oour.-r <d’ rra oninp, to (he (rue ronrht ion, which is the end 
<d’ all dohuto: to wit; that the inlordirt mu.-it follow, Ilet.hinks it; 
should h(‘rroatrd hy (ho art of the IhiS'.idont ; we, hy (he law. Ihn’- 
inp aprord in (hr main ohjert. I hall not-tirkU' idiout. the mode.''’ 

Oi'rupyinp (he po itioo I did iu n -potl to (ho ,\dminis( ration, I 
doomed it proper to peak frndy of (he ohlipatioiis of public men 
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1,0 foro^'o pai'ly foeliiii 2 ;s ayIk'H actinia iijuin lunttfr-. in 'h -lu' In'twinai 
llicir own and rorcinn nations. IVw will [.rolialdy la* di j>o-fd io 
wado lliro’ llu* I’tdl liisciission of a sjaad ((lu'dion I xi'iiliiro to trails 
tV.r t.o this l)law'soiuo ol' tlu* roiududiiio; mmiIciu’cs id niy .s[n‘ci’Ii whicli 
ware snlistantially conlnusl to this point : 

T trust, sir, is uu (UsimsirHUt in any part of this U'lu .i’ tn throw 

Ilia I’l'sixuisibility of tliihr own a<‘ls iinoii lliost' by wboiii ilu-y uoro I'pposftl, 
alul sbiiii tb(‘ ('niiscipit'iicos whh'b tlioy bad tliotiist'hos jirodiirfd. 'I'lu- :iioli\cs 
wliicb led Id till' iTjcftioii of tlio bill won* doubib'ss piiro; and altboiitTli tlio 
pi'iiinist'il r'chit id' an adjiadiuoiit. Ibruiiab M\orati\(' instrumt’idalil.N. so 
ti'iiiptiiiy,' to a ni'w adiuiidsl ration, may liavc iiad its \\(*i;.lil, yol that Ibis was a 
(•(Hit.roliiny: l■onsid(•r.■lliotl. il I.s t’ar rroiu my infoiditui to aihrm. 

In liio prosoriilion <d’ this iu(i!iir.\, if Is not noocssar.\. ! am Mire, to urai' 
niton this Si'iialc- flio adopt ion of fboso moasiiri's mil.v wllb-li aro liomaadt'd 
by tilt' honor ami iiilnrcsls of our (•oiiiilry, and Ibi' cVidmioii t’loai our I'otin 
oils of ovary ooiisidorafioii loss worthy of oiir ronaril, 'Pbo bumitialiio* spoo- 
t:a(*li‘ of :i t’oroimi ami athi'rso n't'oriuiioiit, spooulatliio, upon lla* :id\aularon 
wbioii it. may dorlvt' t'roni oiir dissonshiii.'i, will. 1 i'orvotitl\ Iru I, m-voi- ao.aiu 
111' Iho ropro.arb of the .'iiiiorioan I’ooiilo. lu a (:o\(>rn!nonI lil.o otir .. roundod 
upon I’rot'doni ill Iboiinlit and notion, impo'-imt no nnnooi" .ary ro .1 r.dnland 
oailiiiix into ovoroisi' Iho liit'bosl oiioroio.-: id’ I bo mind, oooa;diinal diii’oronoos 
of opinion ari' md only Io bo <*\p<'o|i‘d, bid to bo dodrial. 'l'lio> )'<>ii o tbo 
slui').?l.'’b to I'Xi'rtlou, rtivo inoi’oa.sod onorr.y to tbo luosi aoii\o iiiloliool, osoilo 
a s.'dutary \iyiianoo ovor oiir piiblio ruiiotionarh's, aial provoid that ;ipalby 
wldoh lias provod tbo ruin id’ Ivopiililli-.s. l.iUo tin- oloolrio ;.pari., tbry disiM'i 
I'rom Ibo politloal atmospboro tbo haloid oaiisos i>i’ db.oai^o atid doaih. Hid 
tlii'Si' ooiiiiiotlilt; opinions .should bo o<inHnod |o .‘•nibjoop; wliiob oniioorii oiir 
.soivc.s. In Ibo ndli.'-ions wliiob may ari;>o botwooa Ibo I'ldtod .d|ab-; and a 
foroifui I'owor, il Is our duty to pi'i'sont an iiulirokou Trout : donio .iio dih’or 
I'lioos, IT they loud to p.ivo oiiooiiranoinont to uiijii.st pi'i'toii.mou ., •.Itoiihi bo o\ 
tlnyiiishod or doTorrod; and tbo oaiiso oT our ihivornmoid inu..t In* ooii-.idorod 
as th(' oamso oT oiir ooiml ry.' 

'I'ho x'ii'W.s cxiii'p.'.sod ill (his .spncmh in ro.sfK'ol. (a (lu« ; iijioiiurtly nf 
(,Iu'. I'lniiiis of (!u‘ (’(iiiiiip\' ovt'r tlni.s* of party worn llm ininltornlilo 
.spnt.inu'iitK of iiiy lictirt. wlii'ii the insf riirt ioii.s (<> oiip Mini tor to 
KniTland wi'i'p. prupaml by nio as Surrutary of St-atp and tinrn upon 
wliii'h I anti'.d to tlip ln's(, of niy a!)ilitic.s. 

'That, llui idea, of tlip roji'i'lioii of niy nomination wa.s tir. I farlod 
hy till', frii'.nds of .Mr. Calhoim is iiiiiti' ci'rtain, whotluT" upon hi : 
siio'^i'stion or niado hi.s hy adoption, I havi' no ni<*an ; of hiiowiny. 
'^riio /h A'. the', editor of whieh was his do\otod frioinl and 

an incessant, ailvoeate for his eleetition to the Troideney, id‘ a dati' 
.‘•hortly afti'r the nomination w;is annoiniei'd, contained (he followin'^ 
art iele; 

We iimUi' no prelousloii lo propho.sy, imt, Jndabia Trom (la* Tao's vvilbiii oiir 
kmiwh'dr;*'. we iiiolini' to tlu' o[)bdon (bat Mr. \'an I’.iiron's nominaiioa s\ill bi- 

^ Ili'l'lati'r of IiclciP'.s, T'l-li. at. l.S'.j:7, vul. Ill, ITT inal IT.'’, 'rif Siiliilili.scuiiliy .•■m 
ndHH IlK- laJiuii'Uiiii to "'I’uUi- la cMoirnt'* lull llu* psirili’ulfU' cMrHft . ar<- Ufl <1--Mr.iin|t(l. 

" MS. V, p. :$r.. 


Aif'i'oiiiocnArnV ni’ ,MAin“ix vax urntiN'. 

rcjoch'tl by tlu' Scnniu. ('('riniii wi- :(r<- m v'b! (h- a' tbi- n.u-t lu- h.t ■ .-.•i-'! 
silH-l' lu' cauu' (o W'asliiiUilnii i?; riil!.\ (>\ainiuiM|. Hi r.-i.-. i i.ui. u).'!••:■ h ■ 

<-uinstailc('S, <-aii ('Xi'iir im syliijial li,\ aial uiU ‘tin rii iiiin .-'.ti!.! ttn ■i-iA'i 
UU'lit. llul('('(l \V(* Iia\'(‘ (MU’ (it'Ubls wbcfli'M’ l(i‘ uill [!■■( >i l abii.’u h; imh- 

(IcumatbiH liy (h’cliiiiiu; the liiiasbili and tbU'- f (hr i vn,- ui-h .A 

''I’his id'l icl(' has uolhitiii' o[' {lu’ ('har’acti-ri t'n- t \ !i* .<!' thf r.iifuc nut 
]‘('S('iiibh'.s ()l)S(*r\’ali()iis (>l Mr, ( alluHUi tiiatli* lai tla* ih''ir nl th** 
Sc'iKiia as ivhhrd hv ('o!. Bcnfun. Mr. Calh.-uu’ u* h.- fj!.*- 

iiiovanuMils against, iiu' wore iunh*rtnly uitlioiif can i*, alwav aiiun 
oils (o liis own ;nlvauoonu‘n(. ami cn hid. <iiu* nrra inn. flo- lh> 
i.ial noniina.lion in isll, falal tn luiiif; ami oum Ha-u fh.- 
moans (o wliioh Im was drivim (" (idVaf iu\ mmnnaliun, a «dJ :«■ 
inoro rnlly Siam licrca ricr, (‘Xliudiii-luMl tlio la*.{ iiopa fttr tlo* icili.m 
lion oT his own li fc loiii’; a.spii al ion . 

Onr jx'rsonal rolatioii.s ronmii'iitaal nmloi’ tlu- ino ,f tav*luiahlo 
aiispioos. Ih' called on na* wilhin a iVw hioo affcr mv arriwil 
a( \\hishi!ijL!;(ou as Senator in l-Wl, and o(.n inadr ail^ant*- !»i’,<,.trd. 
a raniiliar and fticndlv .'ocial iiit'‘ri‘onr r. e.hs-lt i r.ii dndl;. ir 
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was liold and if H .' hoidil otlcr fin* nonunaiion fo Jjim, Hifltnid "-,,0 
dilions, ho wolltii had ohliin'd (•( drriuic it iippoif, yj that hoio. 
Upon (his poini wo dill'crcd widrl^, u.ii- c ,i ihit the ••uh dilh-jf-u* .* 
ill otir [lolilical opinion . Hi in (cyiid n* th*- fuaiit.H 

of (he b'eilci'al ('fin titntion were In il nd ja.i* ; m 01 s In- \t 1 mj. ( i| 
Iliw'e he d’a\'e 11. a Irdon" md alaruiuf din ft ifu.ii m hs irpn»i 
as Seerelary of War in favour of lut.-niil iiop;.o .■iu. iit |c, ih.- 
f^n'iicra! ornnieid, pnr n mt fh,- iMound *■.. ^ i |,j,. 

taken in ('onpre , a ur have «ti:. ih- v ,1 0:4 ,,i -,4 fp 

Virpiiiiii politic- and uifh (he moero... n- ’0.00;!-. h.-j p,.’! 
lioiaiK upon the “doi-liinc of If 1 hid ■o-l i,r. th.- 5 

denlial candidate fruin per onal pi.-frim. . 1 la.-hf | , 

iMr. Calholln, hut the pai l t.-uhij- tlirfi;;., ..,1 ..I, tfjcij ,, ,|! 

tusleliil (o him ueri* in pc? |e j ti.iiiuon*. r, ifli in\ opimon md 

loidilips. ( ht‘\ coll (iiuted lIc' ci'rrti oj ,i poiOii.if ptifi |m e, hi-'h 
I had helonped from flic hcpinnine arid in e. In. .• laid, I l...|,rd fo 
I’oinain to the hi t. 1 conhi not iheieforc po for liiiii or v*. dh hon 
I 2 cts:i'‘ voi.ti ro 
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;u\(l tlu' piTfcrriH'c to Mr. C'niwfor.i wiiii ulniui my iu(t<rciuir (‘ 
liiul Ikh'II uiuch lutM’i' I'l'st ril't i'tl. 1 hr n* l i- kiinuii. Mr. ( ulhniin 
Avas (‘lorlt'il Prcsidmil ruiiniiiy nii ihr aiur tirKd uilh Mr. 

Adams and (u'urral dark-uiii r<‘'’|it‘ci iud}', ln*th id whom, a widl a-; 
Ids own I'h'dioti, ! oppoM'd. Hard h'ldinp aro c diii'in;>' tiir ran 
vass htd. an <)[U'n riiplurt' was avo'tilrd. I had ''I'mi him rarly and 
frank notirr. <d' (hr roum* I inirndc'd fo pnr nr, wiili m_\ rra mi:, 
whii’li liiori' tlian (‘xrindrd a prroinal rxrrplion, and orial r irann'r 
iurn(. of a marked I'hararfrr had (Ini-. hi*rn prr\rnird. \\r nirl in 
(hr ScMudr, lu' ns i(s Prrsidrid. and ! mi (hr lloin-, ( dd a ociatinni 
w(n’(* soon rrmwvrd and old IrrhniJ- rr\i\rd. In (hr laiiu* wilder 
(ha(. ^'ood and tnu’ pndlrman Ikdromi \’nn l\rn.->rlarr and iny .rlf 
stand (hr hididays wi(li him in \'ir;.':inia ai the re i.hmr,- of .Mr. 
and iMrs. i*'ii/.!nii>h, of Kavrm w'ood, hi ' pariirniar Irirnd , and onr 
most. ;iii'rrrah!r and hnspifahh' hud-. Onr (imr pa lal drliiddfidly 
and (hr visil has (>\rr hern rnnrmhrrrd h\ me a a ‘'rern : po( in 
(hr pily.’rima_!J!:i' of lifr. 

Ih'. e-radnally rn(. loose from whaliwrr id' poliliral fralrrnikA had 
rxisl('<l hrlwcrn liinri'lf and (hr . iijiiiortri-.s td' (hr Adam ’ ad 
ininisi ralion and wr nnilrd hrarl and hand (o proniotr ilu* rlrriion 
of (JriK'ral rlaekson. d'o rri’onrile pa-1 liillerruei- wr a.'Trrd, in 
ad\'an<’r id’ (hai. idrrtion, (o o;o u( (hr nr\( ih’r idrntial rlrrlt.iii for 
a nominalion hy a indionai ('on\ridion. In pnr nanrr ,»r a j>ri\a(r 
nndrr.-dandiny hrlwi-rii ii.. 1 pirparrd (hr hdtrr to Mia Kiirhir in 
fa\'onr id’ (ha(. ;.drp w Inch appear- in (he eorre pondeiier and adi 
millrd i(. (o him, and (o his friend Mr. Iin’ham. d'ht'S ari'ml lo it 
widionl. aliin’at ion and i( was forwarded. I do mn now reniemhrr 
(ha(. I snhiniKed i( (o any other per-on ahimiiidi i( i prohaoh* (hat 
I did. Ihd'orr 1 !ef(. ^^'a liinpdon we had an aiiimated di eii ion, 
aj his lioiisi' in (Jeoi’yeiow n, emieei’nin'r (lie pres at W'a hinriou hy 
whirh (hr opposition to (he adinini (ration hoidd he rrpre riiied. 
Hr was for roidinniny I in' I", h tjr.iplt alremly in e\i tcnee under 
(hr dii'rrlion of (I'eii. («reen and I was de-iroin. (o m.dve an elToiI to 
priwail on Mr, Ivitehir (o niose (o W'a-hinidon. .\rier I rmiehed 
honm I I'nrlosrd lo him :i h-lfer from Mi\ (’amhre!en<>- <jn (he ame 
snhjrri. (o whirh hr madr I hr followiny r(‘pl\. 1 ha\e no eop\ of 

in\' lr((rr whirh it will hr :''ern hy (he anmser ctnhrared oihrr sith 
j(‘r(s. d’he. omillrd pnrnyraphs tif (hr letter relate (o the qne (imi. 
in reyard to (hr power of (!ii‘ \’irr Pre-idimt to rail to order, d’he 
wliidr hdtrr shows how cordial wana* (he exisdny relations, helweeii 
ns a(. (hat, timin 

W \;.n \lli Jiilu. /s.ar. 

My I)KAti Siu, 

SiWfl'Hi causes liavi* coiKiueetl In su.s|ici!il ni.\ CDiTcaiiDiKienec I’lir (tic I.ast 
rurlnti^hl, and aiiiruK odu'rs the (inUfjceruiis iiidisiiiisit inn nf m.i. iiitlc smi, wlin 
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Mils sick M’ht'U you Id'l iis. lie is still \i‘C\ lev., :iiiil I I'eai* !ii ■ ri i >iuT> i-; \ er,^ 
llniilitrut. 'I’llC pliysici.'in I'eeiiiiunelitls ! r;i \ el ill'.', ;i;ii! wr li.i\r cejichitleii !.» :■>, 
South, so soon iis the still (' of liis ln':i It it will jienui I. t iiir re u irin-e m t '.ii'nUii.i 
is iK'ur llie iiiouiilitiiis in :i (leli[:Iil fill iitul liealtlt.\ eliiii.ite. 

1 rt'Joiee Hint your lirosjtoel ill llu" stule 1; - H ••luul. l ;ini ef i!»i‘ 

Hull the udiuiiiisfriiliou here iin* ill n he ; how to tiei ;f. it re ■.:!'! Mr. <'it. 
Air. ciiiy will uiuiouhledly he opo.-M'il to hi-, el.'eiixu lOiiin.iEr .e. Ms.!! Mr. 

Adiuiis i.s fiivonrilhlt', hut 1 think U very doiihiful. Oreat oaiti , .ir-- nwh-'il-u ■ 
lilUeli to iiuiiress Air. t’Ulitoa willl (he helief, (hut In. o;d'. ■: es 

with Air. Atltuus, to elTeet M'hich Mr. <'hi,\ i . i-epre d so hioi 
ulterly prostrated iu puhliek oplnioti, iitid Ihul the whoh n.dn.-n. •• i.: M 

Admns will uHiiiinlely Ite (lirowti hito Ids .scule, uule-.-. he .h..uM t i- . ■ 
iiptiiln.sl: hlui. 1 luivt' no doiild hnl Ihls Is one oi’ the i.onu . ..ii v. .'c X 
fiH'liUkis of Mr. .\diuus iuid ('hiy " do not iiceoril, tml I urn «•! (he nupie u s, li. 
the foriiier will he eonipelled (o sii[i()orl .Mr. Smiforil, shonld h*- l<e s. A, 

or III toiisl not |o liikt' |i;ir( iouiiie.i Idni. I eiuiridv concur v. Hh yon jj. . f.< 
our course. ()ur liherly lUid iuipiiiiie-..-: dcp,-nd on lu.-untiiUdii,-. witfi is#st« • 
iiriiiuess, hnl with iiioderatloll and (euiper, repnldiruii rroiisol . uiuf i. {.»d.l!c 
jirlneipies. hi .sneli ji eour.se, .stii'ci-, : citniun tie iloTilu.d t nsr |.»..j.’e ;,;e 

e.sseiillidiy repuhlleiin, and It would he '.(r.itire iiiilet-ii, l!‘ i!,.. .• who m (>• ! hi 
the .spirit of Ihe .sysleiii, and in .necord with the (tioper ,e O.,. r,.\,i.rr: 
should full. '' 

I know not what (o siiy mi the .uhjeef (o whietj Mt t' ,, ( , ,, 

doiihl Ihe iiiiporlanei' of a r.eiieral eojii'iirience t.. uppo.p e-, 
liieid, nil ahie papiT here, jiial (h.tl .\oiur,’ Mr. i' tt.-m - 

((iiiililied. It I.s lo he rer.re(fe<I ihilt ohie itidl.-t! j.iet' h d ; ■ 

wilder. In the ahseiiet' of .Mieh, a.-.-oh-ul, a, .... tU .dti,., .f ;sttt r. Itappcn, i.'-.i • 
ertU'd. A (iilper is stli'eiid,\ tii i-\i'.(eiire, and U d'.e >•. i.t l.. ue ■■ J ..e 
.siiiKi' side niil.sl di.slr:iel ;iiid eseii.- ie.ihiii •, }..o2( eon !,...ie u . • o’fe.e . '{-■ 

liiaUe !i new a rr.'tir'eiiieiit mi (he e'-.i tin,; e .t.dili leaa-o! t . u.>i • o' ,d' , 

'Pile eon.seid tif llie (irtiprieiur mu i he had tie h.r; eofeMd .ff . .1 >. 

diilies, and ht Nuiundia* of • ijecr-‘rh.- cU.itlaSlon i.; . pq.. f .* 
he rilpidi.V iiiiTeieltUt. tin the whole, 1| • e. lo . fo lu. , fhm s.oSh;:.,' 1/ 

he doiie, hill with general a--.ent, whleli, in . i.-ot .-.o.!...* , ia 

before t la' iieM u inter. 

I Would lie rlad to lie.ir Iroin ymi l.i-lmr I h-.o.e li.f,. I ;i,k: 

Ul.\' Iianie on llO' )i;ie|, u! (he letter i-^tite iui ilupi I • iS-> ; I: > s!;.. ;f. 

\\'ifh rrraS ic-.pe. 

f am Ai-, Ac, 

.1 t ^ 

1 loll, .M, H I'.i (ii %. 


.1 It* 1 t I eliei if , 

elf fur \ 


'1 lie ( ’oliundioii u;i heM. uiof he 

Hotiiiiiiifed ; llu- latlec for I*re'.jileut, nmf fppi 

He liiiil uiipjet'iills li'oii;'' (tji|oitieu( m ttetijoj, 

liliii .-iin! oilier StmduTti .Siai,. , w ho hy the . ..ui e we ft ul i 
lulven in (he, preeediup- pj-e idenf ia! eleef imi had he.-um* 
jiolilleal Irieitd.s, H ]ja , heep eep h>iv, c.niic sU lhi \, 

< I’iiwlord al iheir he;id. riuiioii fiMted wdii uie .dwtin t 

Mr. ( nlhoiith Ind I did •■u{i|ior( him uof u it Ir (uuduip. i in- i,d 

luwiiim uijj .show (he rhar.ieti.r of ».nr r«d:Mi<.ii :,f ihnf j.eUM.I, 


J-* 

( 1» V, 11 ! 1 

With .Sfj. 
»111 ? o 111;! e' 
1 he fi <1 


\, p. }o 
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pi'.fsoniil ns wol! ns politirnl. 1 .trivo ii in I'nll to ;h(tw, n-; nn nrl; 
of just ice to hiiu, Imw cnruc"’! lu' wns, nl tlinl tinu*, nu;’;iiii-.| I iu- pi’o- 
tcctiN’c niid whni' i.s licrc snid c* cnii'i tctii with whnt ho 'nid 

[,() me id. the previous M>ssion, ntid alway .uh; ctjUind Iv ilurini>' the. 
coldiiiiiiince of our friendly rehdiotn:. 

i'! ■••in I lu.N, .S'f/i'r, /.V .',S. 

IM Y I )K.\u Sue 

1 mil {leliniltl‘<l will! die pl-esiH’rt in Vnui’ Slatr. ll cY.-fCi |«; iu\ ni<«s| s;ui- 
;j:uine aulii’iniilions, nud is (lo«'i.-4\o oi' iho ;;ro;0 -Inr.'e.lo. Thi-. i’;nonr.tlile 
Htale or liiiiiK.'s is, no (hnilit, In be att I’itnUrtt in a euiisifioralilo (lee.rf*- lu !h<* 
f.vooilm‘ss ot’ (iie cmise, Inil niiieli is due (o jhc eonsnuunaie jirudein'i' ami Judn' 
lueul widi which nil ol’your measures ha\e ln‘en taUeii, 

! O'n'rel (o learn liuit eireuiuslnnees may i’omiiel .\ou to iieriuit .\our name 
to h(‘ placed on (he ,i,MilH*rimiorlai ticket. It Is a position of stn-at liiiiioi'tance, 
hut lu die jirt'.setd state of (hhu'.s, It .seems to me desiratile, that there .should 
h(' as nine!) ('Xperielice and tuienls as possibh* in the Nervice. of tlie nut ion. 
Tiu' I’oaiilloii has .so nenleeted ami distracted all of oiir relalhiuH, focehni and 
doau'stick, iis to rcuuiri' the r.rcaiest sidll A iiradeiice l<i iircseiwe peaci* and 
iiaruioiiy; .V(‘(, If your name he iieeessary to a\oiit ilsi- lao’ard of thu'eai lu 
N. York, it will leave .\ou im option. I suieerid> reen-i that our old fiieud 
the .Itid.m' should put him.self Into .so la.luiious .aud di'.aerei-able a situation. 
It Indleulc's a waul of poliiieal .iailament, wlueli ieall.\ iii'pcises aie. 1 eau 
allrilude it. oidy lo lualtmdioii to tlm eveuis ot iiio hi-d omr ,\e.ii i. We are 
so one sidl'd here, Hint 1 eaii ]i;i\ e no inl'orninlIon on the I’ce-ideiili.d i'ontrNi (o 
eomniuideate. If we wen* more divided ou that, tlieir ml -iu, pcrli.ip-., he h-a 
excllcnienl on auolher iiuesdon, In rer.ard pi uldeh I oh.ervi’ nnieh mi I’epre 
seidalloti in snim* of (he norliiern juipi'i's, I irep a*. I’l the e\< i|..mrn(, I think 
I umy (rnly say (here is no class in favour of disunlou, That i think is- ijof 
die dmif^tcr. You know my semluieni from conver.sailon. 1 ;.i‘e nothiim m 
I'luiii.ne if since dm adjournmcid. I'uic.ss soun'lhltn: can lie dom' lo put iiu- 
<iueslhm out of ilic s,v,s(eia, I fear there wil he no end to di-.Sr.ietion, whieli 
must ultimately o|ieti wide the door of poliiieal eorriiptlou. < Ui ihi . polm the 
hroki'ii forces of die cnatitiou will endeavor lo rallv atler Hiclr m fi iliiovv. 

Willi ■Jneero lespoel, 

I nui iKcc. &('. 

J. < CvMPir.**?. 

Ilou, M. Va.n lUiimN'. 
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W(i it! llu' and I ai’i'i’pit'd the ollifr nf Scci rl.trs. 

of Stale, all ollico, as will la' seen by the (>rei’!‘«liny h*ft«'e. Mr. t .«! 
lioiin desired me to oeeupy. Hi* eontiuned id’ that luuid idt tie- 
appoint'iuent was made so far jis I know or ha\e uu\ reu -nn t*t hr 
lie\’e. It has airtaiily been sei'ii ih.at befort' flu' mid of tie* ’<>ud 
^\'ear of (Jeneral Jaeksim's aduiiniet rat imi a litif uf .eparafitni «a . 
('stablislu'.d Inhween us wlueli seemed de iitu’d in be pei luaiu-ut. It 
has also, I trust, been satisfuetorily .•.laiwti that drauine that bur 
was his act, not. mim% and that howiuer ineere he in.i) h.ue 
in the <’oneli!siou.s under ^^'hieI^ h(‘ ae(cd, the e uere, ueinni. !r 
aIt,oe-(>(her miloiuided. I ba\e, here and el fuber<\ .nd peihij. iSl 
that, is ueee.ssary in I'espeet to the etau' e I pur m-d tm'.ard. Mr. i i! 
hoini and his friend-; whilst 1 \m\:: in (teneral d.iek .md r.thH..-t. 1 
am leil, however, by my an\iel\ to be eorreril\ nnd.-r {,„.d up..n 
that, point, to select for imertion bej-e from the bundle of k-ttn I 
hav(' b('ariu<jf upon it the follow iiifit from mv-elf totb-nej-al W'dhaio . 
of South ('arolina, with hi-: reply. In re-.peef abdif i,. v.ralth at! 
infliienri' (h‘ii. W'iliium . ranked amon^'‘lhe fir t eili/.en. of h? Nt.pr; 
he had supported .Mr. ('rawloi'il and was, from an eaiK ju iuid, ait 
opponent, of Mr. Calhoun. He had retiri-d fr oni oUl \ ,1,1 SMll-lI t oHii 
ells hidor’e 1 entered (lieju and I llr.-.t made hr aetin.iinfaner at In 
own holisi'. in bS’J.S. the .e\erit\ ol hi- dennneiat i«ai . anaUi I Ms, 
Calhniiti wouhl have Indiieed me to withhold Id letter if their ho., 
(lie. ri'lations and unfavornbli* opinion-; of .-aeh other unr h 
notorioii.s, iieitlier do I jL«-ive n phire here uitliouf reiuet.in. e .,n.{ 
apoloo-y to ids extrava‘.fant estittnite of mv .rCe,- t*. ih-ueid. 
dtieksou; hut I <hi not ^\i^!l to mirble hi-; letter, the f,., 

I use it. bi'inir rvidrnt amh under the eireum lan.e , .in j;, f; 

liention of sneh u.sm 


■Mv Ja,\u .Sfu, 


1 ( 'iiliti'ii 111 i;i 1 : 


^ .n r t. i 1. ., is. ' \ i "t 


I recclieil yoiir lUiid h-tler With 
fa\iM'alile unilliiiu il fVpCi-n r, HI 
eiiduali ft’ aii* III tii- sati-.iieil ul' !ii> 
few iiieti uiiiiti wliiire frienit-htp 1 


aei.-h i<le),nri-, aa.! .t:e ..r Ma- 

I® Oil II ae. is'.f t -..18 I iii'iE“a 

Ufierill, ■' ulii-l! I ir.aue tJsiif iftro- iu*- 

I'l.H-e a hUiler l-lUie Sh Ol .,n hi 
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ri'Kiii'd to tlio itriiiciiKii suliji'ct of your loltt^r, I cau lor dn' ihm-umiI only 
.say dial uiilil (Ion*. .ladcson disliiiolly aiiiHiuiicos Ids wi^.ln-; in rc.'.poot lo 

Iho nt‘X( (‘k'ctioa, it would !i(‘ iinproi'i'r I’or one slandin:' in tlu' rolation to 

liiin l.ind. I do (o nualdlt* in any t'orin in llio ipii'.-litin of liio Miff(v,-,or. j 
liav(«’ 1 lioiad’oix' laid down for luysolf a nilo upon llial point <oif.i..lont with 
thin opiidoii from wliich I liavi‘ not yi>t dopnrlod y do not intond in I'nturo 

t.o (lopait, 

Wlunuwin’ civcnmstain't'W ar(‘ olian.ai'd it will id\(‘ nio nnioh pliMoiirc |o 
conununicnlt' with you in ih(‘ saino spiril of franklu-ss whii-li di n inr.td .in';; 
your hdtc-r and forms an inlorosllnj.'r foatuia* in your ohaiMotor, In tin- 
nu'antimo 1 ran with Ki’oat: ountidoina' assuro you that thoro !;• ini dh-po-diion 
on Iho part (d’ llu' I’rosith'id. to cxon’iso a partiality in whatiwor roiaio, to 
South Carolina Injurious to your friends, fpon (his Iioad .\i>u will la- itf 
you lia\’i' not already Imhui) doiildloss fully athisod h,\ .Niu'h ot’ ihrnt a-: ari* 
lioia* iVi hav(^ opport unit ins id’ jmhda.il. You will l!a\(‘ soon h.N iho laddit* 

IiaiKU's tlial. lIu' <ai(‘ moasuro you in'opost'd \va:-: not nii opoii tpio lion when 
your lid lor was wril.tiMi. 'I'lu' otiun* onuuol la* ofiVidi'd for roa.-.on-: ulii. ii i 
know will h(‘ s.alisfaciia\v as well lo yourself ii.e (o Jiuhn* .-'iiiilh. At a 
proper l.iiiu* you shall know all lhal iiehnins to it. 

It win always j-dve* iia* sliieore pteai-iiri* lo hi-ar from .\ou. Keiooinher nio 
kimliy to Mrs. Wiiilam!: A .\(iiir sou, amt hriiiwi* mo (o he 

\’ei\v .•■.iueorel.N \onr frimiil 


'■fo ,M,\u-rix’ \'.\N iluuKN, M.stp #• 

Socii.i % 11III, ./Oil. /.v.;n. 

M Y 1 )i':Aii Silt: 

Your fiivor of lh(' Hhd of I leo. Inst renein’d nie in due eoiir e of mail. 1 h.-ue 
I'idli'eted tmii'h on its eonti'iil'-; A ealimd hut (VYprea.N ni.\ tioi'p ro. loj that oil' 
stnnei's presrrilu* t.o yon a eonrse of condin’t eioiiii‘nll.\ ealnilaied to ptme 
yonr frh'nds, in this (piartor, entirely in the hai-k.rroiind. When 1 • .(_\ di,.; | 
wish (llstiiietly to la* nmlerstood ns not ohjeetinr p. the propriol.v o| >..ui' re >< 
Intioii. inurii loss do I wish (o nlli'inpl its nwooiiijon ; lh.it ooia.iiidi .urn ran 
h(‘Ht judj-^e nl ; mid it is no part id’ frieiid.ship to omharrns.i _\o(i with I'uuntoi' 
propositions. I’erlmps it i.s umiiporahh'. in a .■oiliest hoiwoon intrimi.' vV land 
nhle nmhilioi), (iuil IIh' Insl .'illnll ne\or <a'i'tip.\ (In* vnidaro aronml in nil re 
.speels, Wldlo yonr deli'rminntions roiniiin ,sn,s[ion.iod, .\onr aroh oppononf Ine: 
i'Vory nni.sole (lialomlod lo its iilmosl (o -k'dii tlie ohjooi ho lo.d.ii to. A (hi-ri'toro. 
so far a.s Soiiili t'arolina i.s oonoorned, il hs not dillionlt to niitJoiputo th.* iv nit. 
Nor do J fool (jiiile .so oa.sy iihoi!! Iho ini/ii//’/m/i7//of a mvnt por.soniim'; aorord- 
In;' to my poreoption ol Iho tnvor.s ho Im.s ri‘oei\(‘(l, he owo.s voti o\or\(hinn vV 
llin ollu'r uoihinp''. 

Of llil.s i'lnnmdi. i\Iy .solo ohji-rl In wrillfiK now is lo noknowhaim' .umni, A lo 
.say I tun perloclly .sntislicd (if (hat lx* not too stronr; an exprosOonl with what 
you hnvi* hemi plonseil to eoinmiinh'nli*; for tn truth I hold I .soareol,\ !m\o a 
lo !ui opinloti <iii (ho .stih.joot, whih* your eour.so uooo>s;(i'i!,\ proi'hidi's an* 
from all exertion in your helinif. 

In Ihe event of mi nltered slate of tijiiipm it will pdve m»’ ph-nsiire to .stnmr.ie, 
e\(*n ;i; 4 ;alnsl the prospect ol di'ti’ut j (in' iiKulnsl the olilitpiil le.s mid l(‘r!'i\er.ia- 
(Ions of your opponenrs eonr.si' f desin* to he eousldei-i'd at pi-riMduul war. 

AechpL’ the pei'Homil OHteiun of 

your.s Ae. 

lOAVU) U. Wll.l.l.VM.S. 
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There is no view that can be taken of Mr. Calhoun’s conduct in 
this affair to render it otherwise than highly censurable. If it be 
admitted that he sincerely believed that I had acted an unfriendly 
or an unworthy part towards him—so much so as to give his previous 
hostility the character of justifiable retaliation, still the step I had 
now taken should have caused him to pause. By my enemies gener¬ 
ally as well as by myself that step was regarded as placing me out 
of the line of competition for the Presidency, and I was about to 
leave the Country upon a mission which would, in all probability, 
but for the interference he contemt>lated, have kept me abroad for 
several years. Almost any other man would have seen in this con¬ 
juncture a sufficient reason for at least reviewing the grounds of past 
animosity and confirming himself of their truth and sufficiency. The 
simplest enquiry either of General Jackson or of myself, thro’ any 
respectable man, would have resulted in satisfying him that the 
stories and surmises upon which he acted wmre, one and all, fabulous 
and baseless; that I had never before that time taken a single hostile 
step against him, or any in Avliich he was concerned that was not 
strictly in self-defence. He took such a course five years later, con¬ 
vinced himself of his error and did all in his power to atone for it. 
The same result would have followed if be had taken it at the time 
of which I am speaking; by Avhich also many harsh and unprofitable 
proceedings and much uneasiness of mind would have been saved.*" 
But Mr. Calhoun was, it is to be feared, a most imiffacable man. 
To persist in differing with him in politics was to encounter an 
enmity which would be satisfied witli nothing less than the utter 
overthrow of its object; his political career, governed by this spirit 
enforcing the scriptural admonition that those who live by the 


" RiviU awpii-iints foi' tlip Hiiiioriority of position in their own riiiilcs have always anti 
(jvoi-ywhore been the huiie of political organizations, disturhing- thoir peace and impairing 
their cfncieiicy, and will couiiiuie to ho so as long as the nature of man remains what it 
is. Those carry on tlioir intonn'cine auasi-warfaro according to thoir respective lempeva- 
inonts, the di.spositions these engender, and the best judgment they can form in regard 
to the probaido oIllci('ncy of their .separate efforts. Whilst some are led by their disposi¬ 
tions to act only on tiie defensive, to watch the course of their rivals in all matters 
whicii they think dt'signod for their detriment, and to content themselves with conntor- 
actiiig the designs of their rivals by means the least calculated to disturb the Councils 
by Impairing the harmony of their party, there are those who are never satisfied with¬ 
out the total ov(n-throw and destruction of their rivals, at whatever cost to thoir 
])olitioal association that gratification is to 1)0 obtained. A review of the hi.story and 
fate of parties and fact ions will shew that it has been those who pursued the former 
course, who refrained the most from suffiering their personal feelings from being in- 
llumod by their political rivalries and were most willing to leave the question of their 
iudividiuil advancement to the quiet and fri(>ndly arbitrament of their political associ¬ 
ates have in tlie end I)oen the most successful. Mr. Calhoun has, it must be admitted, 
occupied a prominent position in the latter class and hence the bitter feuds in his own 
.State and upon a larger scale between him and members of his own party with which 
his political life has betm cbeekered from its very commoneement and hence also its 
disastrous teniilnalion. Thus adding an additional point to the many afforded by the 
history of man of the truth of the moral, that those who live by the sword die by the 
sword. 
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SAVonl shtill hv Hu* sword, li i-- oidy on tlii tlinorv, which 

is suslaiiu'd I)y (he characfcr of his j/ohfic.il uar-. in hi - own and 
in lh(‘. nc'iii'hhonrinjLi; s(;i(c of (icoi-aia, froni honinninir lo end. and 
Ui('. lanuMiiahh' rc'sidts of Ihctn, that 1 ‘‘an explain proeeedinn:s 
othrrwisc' insiTUiahli'. 'I'ln' eirrnni>(antial anuniudai ion of (he d(‘- 
sijj^n to canse (In* rejca-lion of my nomination piddirlual in (lio 
Tclccfniph^ and heraldtal thro' (he ('oiuilrv h\ the eoalidoti [jrc'ss-— 
Was followed np hy Mr. Callionn to it - eon-umniati(m willi nn- 
dis/j:uisi‘(l hidi'riu'ss. '^I’he eontemplated foundation and, on the 
j)ari. of those whos(\ \ i(nvs and intere -ts were I’epre enttal l>y tiie 
the only foundation for the movement \\a, tlu‘ part I 
liad aet('d ‘‘sinee lu' (I) <‘ame to M'a himrttii ” that i-. (o -siy, in 
tlu' Maton alfair, In (he ([inii’rel between Iha* ident .lack on and Mix 
('alhonn, and iji the disruption (d’ tlu* ('ahtnet. It we.; in re.-peet 
to tiu'se uiatteis that I was to he eompelled to pa . thnuprh a 
“scou'iH'. ordc'al.” d'lu> yroinid iinally a umed hy t!io e whu made, 
the. nioN'c'iiumt. (dleetual that (d’ my in tnieiion in rcj/artl tfi the 
Mh'st. India 'Trade tieirollat ion wa prol)ahl.\ not then tlriamual jif 
hy any one, e.ertainiy not l)y the Stmator- repre ented hv tlu' 

(/r<i}>h. That, wa.s the re.-adt (d‘ diirei-eiil eouneil. the de\iee id’ an 
othei'hi'ain. Tlu* loi'iuei'did not at any titue fit i lair to infer from 
the pid)li.s]ied di-eii.s.imt: ) adopt it. jdohnj Holme , of Maine. 
t.lu*n a reekh'ss inehriati*. altho' 1 am happ\ to atld (hat hi hahit ; 
were*. suh.se(ju(*n(iy amended, ua. at (hat time prepared to honlder 
tlu* load <d’ an attempt to .'iirtain theii’ eharet* amiin t me. hut in 
tile (*nd, a.s has heen seen, he hraiik, im’iorioii !\’ fi'om his own 

resolutions, S(>nalor llayne, from South (’arolina. u ho mav uid) 

lu^ looked to a:; the index of (heir \ieV. . .loi", not e\eu allude (j) 
an^\ oth(*r matter as a ^roiiml fur luy rejection than fiio <• whieh I 
ha.ve slated a*; ineiuded in the notica* pi\en in (he T, !- ,i, ph, Of 
the misi'rahle oeiieralit ie.s in whii’h he avowetl hi. hehef (upon 
whieh lu'lief he null'd) and whieh 1 never read until jveeiitly, I 
have only to say (hut (liere was not a patiiele (d‘ truth in a * iimk* 
om* of (lu* inferc'iiees* and stirnd on which he hu'Cif id action, 
so (liras (hey wen* assumed to impeaeli ni\ eondiiel, thti tamped, 

oiu* and all ol them, hy .\Ir. C alhoiin liim.si'lf hy (la* hoimrahle. 

e.onrsi* In* pursiu'd when hetfer informed. 

Ni'ilher IMr. ( lay, iuelinetl hy his uatui'e to hiL''lu*r irufht in (he 
pnrsnil. o( his o'anie, nor Mr. \\’eh'-ler, too .saLmeiotn to permit him 
si'lf to he drawn liefon* (he (’omdry with no hetter delVnee id’ hi; 
eonrsiH than emild he found in llm-i*; soiiree , were content with 
the. <i:rimn(ls of justilieatIon siiyyu'.sted hy thi* T.hpnrph. 'Phe latter 
tiu'refore, us will he s('(*n lu'reafter, as -oon a ; he ha.l made np hi; 
mind t:o iueur the propo.sed respon>ihility. ^*1 his evil iLrenius, uT 
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w:ivs ])ronip( aiul artivi* in (In* wni-k of in juriiuv :i . (•» (if * 

vis(^ :i loutii la( i<'H tuii.’Iit flc'.ati' ! hr ai’liiui u| (iu* Sciialf aii>i ^ 

^ivi' more' fflal In its ilffi-inn. r: 

‘''’I'liis, iimlfi’ its pfitiupt inv , Itf tn fiui-(riift «»iit nf 

lll\' i list flK't KMis to .Ml’. Mf lailif. I hf 111 fiir\ nl fliat ;uiii '<! all >! 

])r(M'ious ui'f'otiations in I’fiatinn tn tin* nliji-ft, tho’ pn-a*} idcr a t 

Inn^ sarins of yi'ar-, may Im piM'n in a i’fu umil . It ailfu fnimt 
was i!u‘ olijact- of sumc ■ i\ or :f\«'n nojoit iai ioir liflui'.ai lii.- ium ; 

"•ovai'ninrnm, and of afi’unmlatfd i-ftaliafma If-'i laiion. Man', "f ^ 

Ilia, most- prominant . tala man of hotli ('onntna . tor in i.mar ( in i 

nin^ ami Hiaki on, for Ifu'dand, and K*n h, tjallafnn Ad.no .md ^ 

('lav, on oiir .sida, had laUan promiiiaat part in it: Mr. Adaiu . a. ! 

Saaratai’v and ayain a,- I’ra idatd, and Mr, (’!a_\ a - S»-air{,tr\ (»! 

Slala nndai’ him. In Is’’.'. fhr loah h Paris.iinani iahh h^d !»' 
law tha tarm*. upon wha’h ahaii* oflsor (‘rtimirif honld ho .id>f. a I 
(o tra<!i' with har Wa ( Indian and ofli.-r i-nnmri .u.-d . 

d’ha.sa (hay puldialy oiVin’fd to alt ti.ilmn n hn hon.d aaiopf 'd th<- /i 
within a yi'an tiina. 'Idia Poili !t t »o\rnuofO! p;.-!.? I ■, 

an ()rdar in (‘oitnai! sshuh a^i-rrrd that tin- I mfod >t it. . hid 
in all t h i n.aon foruird i o tho fo udn son : !*n{ till i» nd>j > d !'.>■ i .■ .id>* 
in (jlia’tion to lliatn pro\idad lha_\ did O anulonu Id .I u U!4» d di*» ; 
if not than amhraaad, tin (’onntr\ (o In* a\aiud'-d fioin d. d la* 

N'axation, attandant upon (ho protr.ntad na;»o{ ml ion h.ni nnloiiu 
iiataly avhau tad tha paiiaiiao of oma of tin* lanu-n .sioi'o.l ui 
iham: tiiay had aitowad tliair .o.oo’ /ovyii-'/ to t.do* oih-nor .md i h* m 
fadiiiy': to haaoina oiirad, a a.i-aKiio . to uhirh pn)>h>' na n < >f .dl 
(‘omit ria-, ara naan*.ioiiallv iddaot. d’hro’ ulna uah aan a i<nr t iid 
armnant, v\!!h it; t-\v ojirn io tlji* rou fijiirnaa , nilVt.-d fha f;ma 
to a\pira within whirlt thri wi-r«* !o aoa!|4l, w.ith lha Pnnij h t 
id' Purliamant and (tidi-r in (’ouuail, uml a tot d iutndim of ihr 
triida fo taka atl'aal a*niiu I tha I nif»‘d Sfata . lla.-Munn'' .ili tiad 
that, ha had aommlttad an arior, p» rh.ip. that ha had yni'u to,, h-o >■ 
a rain to hi-; faalinn , Mr. Ad.im . ant Mr. tiallatin .a ■ paaml M:n 
iidar to 1‘hiLdand with in iruation , ptapaiad Io, .Mr. ( lai niida! 
tliraalinii.s, aoutaininy applanation ;)nd a\tn r , ond lin.dh .lof!,,,! 
i'/.iuy tha. .Mini tar to atitnu'a tliat tin* t nil>-d ■.•■,o!iid •-«{ do 

what. Wa, ra([nirad h\ (ha Ar’t of 1’.n liaiurnt (o i-ntn!.* tli.-m f., tha 
t.nnla, and to aonalmlc .an arram'aniaid f-«r tha d; po in.,n of tha 
wholn ^.uil)l■af upon tlnd l<a i , 

d ha I >rit i- h in ini t r\ ra '-nt ad ( {or th.it is uo( loo t rouo 4 (i-iui I 
W'h.at (hay ahoM* to rayiid a (,ha aunfumaai o! our fonornni ni 
in I’afn imr what tiia\ l.ad oift-red. .Hid now in tlinr turn df-hu. d, 
in ePpra • (frill . a I low inn to n . f h>-it !•«• t and luo t nia • j j imf 1 n . 
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iouiiM's, a IrasU' to wliifh (hay iVcaly athuillrti .ill oilirr ii.at it.it .. Mr. 
(oillalin wa.-i (luai iii.-'t I’Uflt'd to hriu;;' tin- . iiiiiffi aoain ih,* 

lli'itisli (itt\-t'i’nnu'ui aiul to rrnau our .ijij'h.Mt ion h. h,* aiimittfil 
to t,lu“ tnith* luult’i’ the Act of Parlianu'iit, ami a ■ .an imliiffuu'ut. 
to that, {lo\ t'rniiii'n( lu‘ ^\a'•; aiiihori/.ui! to a.-coKipaiis lii .ii.iillfa- 
lion with a foucussioii imvoi’ liutoro otliTcd, to wit ; ‘'tltai ihr l’rf;.i 
(halt ac<[uii‘.'^f('il in the ilt'fi.sioii taKou liy tlm lo itt h (io\l•^^!ltl•llt. 
thill the ('olonial ti*aih‘ .‘-hall In* ri-nuhiloii Iw law” thai hfiio- a 
point wi‘ had hid'on* conln.lcd. pridViTiit!*' nm'oi iaf ioin ili iippli- 
I’atitai was a scuond tinu- iinciTi'iuoniou ly rot’u r.i and lie r.-tnriifd 
front his fruilh'-’. lui,- .ion. Not i-itntt-ni with titi. iioM-riior I’.ar 
hour was iusf riictod to naifw .Mr. (lalhifisd pi npn-it nm .onl U \.a ; 
Jim'ain rtd'ii.sfd. 'riicii follownd dijilmnal in fidntinal mn . on t.nr part 
and tinail) a rta’oittnirinial ion to (‘i>u;*r.''. linui i’ri- idfi i Vti.tin , 
ill his .Manual Me- .ayr, to put. an taiii |o flm irad.- lo, ! of ( un 
rcfipl’ociit iitij.' ihf {Iritish intonli.t .■ in if pf< i to tin \c{, 
aUho' not riUikc'd aiuoiii,' ihr frifiid- id' tlm Vdiuiin tiMtinii I up 
porttal, ar. lias htnai .sfoii. tin* I’rr idfiil' rffiininiond.i! ion upon 
o’roimd.s whti'h luivr al.so hffu m'imi in pari, l iu ■ I'<u% pl.t*'.- in 
iiud from that tinm until thr roiuiun; in of lit tt. d.n lv .in’ Vdnitii 
istratiiui, the lr:nlt‘ wars Itr I to hoflt ('ouittrif. Itrf.tu >• iln-tr rfspi-r 
ti^■t‘ niinislfi'. allho' a^M'fcil a-, to tlif tiTiu . upon uhu h it ■ hould 
III* cat a 1 il ialu'd, foiild not he hrounhl to iii’t louffhcr in f-tiTAinn; 
that ito'l'fiuncnl into (dlnff. d’hf tir f ..ti-p taKi-ii .ifli-r l!i>' tdi-rfiou 
of I’rc.sidcnt. dack-on wa. t hr p:n. •ituf o f an Art In (’oiiuii- . liMuird 
Upon tlm prinripltvs routaiimtl in Ihi* in irurtion-, front Mr. ('lay 
to Mr. (liilhitin under the pre\ iotir. .Vdniini traiion, rftiu;*' foriit 
spt'filira 1 ly ilu'tt'nu.s upon whieh we wiu'i* williun to opru inn poii 
to carry on IIk* tr;nh‘ in tjUe-.tion whu'lt tmu were fho r oili-i-fil 
hy lilt' iiriti.sii Aft of Ihirliaiuent hffori* nd'rrrrd to and Hm ae 
eeptauee ot whieh had heeu omitted on our part. *1 hr \rt of (‘mi 
^res.s prtividt'd that whemwer tin' Ih’e iileiit. wa. .alirnal (h;it tlte 
< to\‘(‘rniuen( of (Jreat liritaiii was wiUine to extend the traile to 
ti.s upon those tt'ruis he should in' nuthorl/ed to put an end to our 
intei’tliet hy a Proehiiital ioit to (h:it i‘ireet. ()f that ('onnre-. • the 
Senator.-: from Ni'W I'inolainh w lio (lenretl o hir-ryl^ in flte ileuim 
(‘iation-i tif what. w;is suhse((iienf ly dom*, were iiieinhers and to that 
Act they ^!'a\e (heir a?s:en( nay they were derdrou-. of it.N jia-. a<n' 
its their imiitedi.'de eoustituents wt'ri' the hirirest ; utl'erer from tie 
intt'rdiel. 'riu' <luty of eoinluetino: a neyujtiaiion to ohtaiu tlie eon 
.''flit, of (Jn>a( liritiiin tamU'inphiti'd itv tlit^ .Vet not only deudvt-i 
upon tlm Ih'esideul under tlu* (’onstilutiun hut he wa- e\pre ly 

’'l'lu> iii't til ri'KtlliiU' (111* (rtiilt’ ItflwiH'ii till* I'liUfil Stitti*'> utu! ill** ixli.iui* hJ O.i-.e 
Uritjilii f»llt*il i)f iKiNHitKi* M(ir. 11, lKil7, hitt a :nili>iii|U'*tit hi*! fni* (lif i>.iiiii* (iii(i*(nl 

Itig till! lU'lH of IHl.S, IKaO itlid IHll.'l, wilH iMi.sni'il aiiil iiiitmivi i! .Miiv 'all, l.san. 
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iV(iiU'><i’>n‘' iii.'-l inn.'(HU-i.\ I’lv i-lmt .la.'K nu afp"!!...-*! 

m-w Minl-l.-r f** lluit Cniirt. Mf. .M --1 .aiu*, aiul .ait lnui .ua uiui.-r 

iust I'lli't ittll ■ tlll’.t' wll'U'li l*>‘ ll'ipi-tl !.' ali--t\ !>‘r l ,i .■nUiiriil "1 

(ji-i'at r>i-itaiu that ll w a lu-itltri' ju ! lutr .-xpr.lu-ut in ia-i' I.-jc'-m 

I,, j„.|' i -i ill i!.'ii\in!‘: t.t tin- rnilu.I Stai.- .•nuiiH.-r- i.ii {u-l %'1 .. 

which lic rrcc!\ oH'crd aiul .-Mcluh-.l t.i all flu* v,.irl.!. '1 h.- m.-.i 

aj)|.rK'a( i<»ii ua;- uiadc aiul if v\a- -'ranlc! iip.'U flu- cinhi u.it , p.-,-. 

|}p,j ill (he |.i‘c(iata(.tiw Aci lit ('.mere , pa- o! M.i\ •”.'!!!, 1 

uhich c.Hulilinn , it haa lu-cu ■<•<•11, ha<! rc.viu'.l llu- ...11, im .n.. 
of all part ic in t ’oii!*!-.” 

'I'hc new .of Mr. McLan.-’ ncee , jeai-iietl flu- I inle.i Maf.- Anr 
ill^r (he .-.e' i..n of (‘oinov , the I’n- i.leut’. Proelama! u.ii i u.-.i -n 
Octnher am! a new (ti.h-r in (‘ouncil in \o\i-iui*ei\ I ‘'.‘.n r.-%..hin;' 

lilt' interiliel ami conci-iiin*’' ila* tra h- lo ti.e t n;t<‘l ''f.if- . fh 

Ira.h* wan M-eiuvii to oiir I'.a fern hieflireii an.i t-* ah ..ur p'o|.h-, 
in the \ariot!.. e\(em of th. ii infi-r-- ( in h ; ll.c ps'-p-* nhu 
had heen temlered I.. fh.- pretioii. \<!i.nn! fi .1 am md d 
w hich the lali.-r lent thru ni -.•!;{ K o'h \ >• i I*, e p! n. ! ■ - 

r.' p n 1 ed, w e re no ik-k t 1 1 : a >! i n f o t • f! < ■) | i < \ t 1 1 r i f f •! -1 t n i! ■; 

forniilv in all re peet nh t n.- ot i o!.«-:. n . . 

j,;i cil hv eonnuon eon *'nt to pa\e f!;e wa-, i>*r .1 s.-oie.. il 
ii-ade ami lo ie<Milate flu- teriu . upon wine!, u-di A 

hi- a tu'd. 


P,,. 

Ih; 


;P t: 

h.eii 


Well niiohl I’re ideiit dm h on eVJiei I that 111 * wonhl !• ■ 'el!..!.!, 

iir.teatl .d’ .{ennneia t ion . e pe.a.dh horn the iepir ejifji.-.,- ..-r 

I*!a l.-rn people. Ihst l.i . rewar.l arid (h.* lewar.i .d ji h-. t ..«.»• “} 
ih.fe Ii\ s^.i!oni iu- ha.l l.eeii a 1 ted e. a of a ^eii diil'J.'id thu «> 
t.-r. 'I'll*- ; ton (d' (‘oHiMT , e.mtuilted for tiuee ne-ntis. to!!.,,', sno 

hut nothtnn' \'.U.(hen aid upon the nh|ee!, { ne l,*'! een.eljt |o! if.e 
re.loiuiion had it i Iriie. he.-n .'Uteir.l into ht-lwi-m I'Ur 
ernni.-n( , hid it had not h•■••n nied. Tot!::}! end, Poshej oil-e. il 

ael.N W.-re Ileee atw; ..It the part < d’ till t io\eriinienf, fi-.e pj'> I J!..a 

(ion of Id'.' ilh-nl da> k-on P» rei.oke our }idesds*l, and a le".'. (hdei 
in t ’oitneil on the part of t .'{.mI tSi d ain to anio;! f’.eo . 1 .s- : • . 

i (i 11 room foi’ “a hp I .ef w I'.-a t he nip am! t !.»• p p, nd a ;, > old not 

have .'oiiipoiied with tlie v’ell known anae t-, oi tie- *'d*o it f , tes 
torai e a hui-.1 nd eiw anain t a loe.i t;irid the 11*e^m nioeid h , v. 000. 
thev w.’i'e to he thi- trie.ite t ".unta . h' t'<ii- d e t i!'.! .‘lUe id n . ! h>'> 5 . 
phli'ed hevotid the If'aeh of e* ilj! lueeiea.* , At t!ie eonanenee’.e uf 

td' till- ne\t P-e' ion of ('ore-ie In-- • P-p Pad icen t tkea. !<;. i.olft 

( t()\eriilinait a!id e\rrv{hiin* had !<een d*«li»‘ t‘i hov. tn.it the t} ide 
in tjlie tlon (ipon the ropiued feim e. a . enilleli, ate, .Old not l.jtde 

t n he en(hute<-ri*.} In aoilafmii. The adnnuf tiMlo.ii e. a }«e id- y.i'U 

in^ 'a ileLtree of er.altt for r! ne. e . whteli A oppourut de Ued to 
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arrest, and wliat was worse tlian all, at least a share, pi'rhaps a con. ! 

siderable share, of that credit miii>‘ht in' awanh'd to llu' Sc'civlary 
of State wlioin tiiey believt'd to he ilx' (h'lU'rars desin;iiatcd siiciH'ssor. 

The coast beinf>’ at lGni[>‘lh clea.red of dauii'ei' to t lu' iutei-i>sls of t heir 
constituents, i:lu'se very representative's entered tlu' tle'ld to disj)arajL!,-e | 

if possible the iidministration of President. ,lackson, and to di'stroy 
the political pros])ects of a hated aspirant by a despi'r:it(', onslaught i 

on the measure itself, and on all who h;ul aided in securing- h, save 
only the Minister who had <»iadly acce[)te<I and /('alously sustained f 

the uej»;otiation with a fall knowle(l<i;e. of tlu' instruct ions iindei* 
which lie. had acted, and, as will be seen, with" more than that. 

The Senators from Massaclnisetls, ^^'chster and Spiaiti;iic,‘ and ! 

ITolmes, of Maine, came forward as the champions Tor the flight. 

They cliarRvd that the trade was worth nothing,-, ami (hat- tlu* clear- 
acter of the country had been dc^Taded by the- instructions undi'r fc 

which the Minister ha.d acted. 'Tli('> sippiort. of llu'. fornu'r impiiia- : 

tion was connnith'd I .0 Tlolmc's and Sprayiu', ■\\b‘bs(^'r at. (he propi'i* 
time, assnined that of the latter. The two nons(»s W('i’(' scarcely i 

oi‘^‘a.ni,sed before llohncs oll'ered his r('sotnii<m (d‘ euqniry," pi’ccesh'd ^ 

by a. s])e.ech of condemnalion, and, aflc'r ocenpyiny (he alh'ntion of 
the Senate, oil'and on, with iucolu'reut and ivcklcss invective's apainsl. 
the Pi'esident and tlu'. latc', Si'crctary of State' until he', e.Khanste'd its 
jiaticnce, then elropt t.he siihje'cl. witlmnt. pre'ssim? or e'\'e'u ha\'in;L>' de'- 
si^’iied to pre‘,ss a. veite. Senator Spi’:i<J!:ne, tlu' e'ri'iiiix ele'sce'iidi'nt. of an 
honoreel ele'meici’aiie- stock, (hoiiyh scarce'ly ie'.ss hiite'r, was le's.s ^ross 1 

and made a clumsy, lahoi-ie)Us :iiid ce'iiainly most ine‘oncln.si^'e' spe'e'ch 
upon Honu', jiroiiositioii lie', liael intreieliie'e'el in re'laiion tei the* arraiip'- 
ment that hael been eireedeel, I lie ohje'e't of whii'h was lo show (hat 
the trade was of no value. lie'., like his e'o-mljiitor Holmes, occupied 
the t.ime of the Senate foi- seve'ral elays, and llu'u, like him, (|uitie'd 
the snhjee't. A'V('l)st.e'r maelc. no formal spe'C'ch eillu'i' on llolmcs’ or 
Sjira/rue’s propositions, hut hi'ielly si^niiie'el his full concnrre'iicc in 
their vie'ws.” lie', [lersisteel in (realiiiy; the' arran^e'iue'iit. for se'cnriny; 
the trade' in (hei same Avay on seve'.ral siihse'ejiie'nt. occasions, always 
seemine-ly intent upon tinelin^ an excuse feir his e'enu'st' in re'^pcc( to 
my nomination thi*on<>*ii iiiqie'ae'lnnents of (he neijotiation. To show 
the partisan and purely factious character of these' iiroe'e'eelinjjfs it is 
only uece'ssary to say that this valuable trade has been e'arried on by 
this country feir nearly thirty yeiars nnele'i' (hat uiTan^vnie'iit.; and, as 
T kiu>w' fi-oin e'onipetent soure-es, witlmnt e'sse'.nt.ial alie'ratioiis, ami 

" MS. V. |i. na. " 

‘ l‘(‘U>(^ SiH UKiU'., Sciiiilor IVdiii Mtilui', iiol MawKiiclitisci i.s. 

20. laai. 

•*Th<>Ho KiK'cclu'K lire, r(‘p()rl(‘(l hi CoiiKroswidnal 1 H'liaU's, vol. Vfll, pi 1 iip l‘i "’I e>H5 
700, 710, 711, 740, 700 iiiitl 030. 
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that Mr. Wr!i-(* t, ihoiiL'ii fwicr Sin-n'lury (if Stnt(‘ sinci' that period, 
ha-^ ur\ rr cv i-ii maih* an at frnipf (o t!nprove i(. 

A .slrainlP forward man who hud no .sjnisler oiijm*!, (o accomplish, 
iiiit who (hoiiaht he saw in the in-(ructions inuh'r whic'h the' West 
India trade had hetni c£)nclnded featnri's which Woidd remder it 
improper for him to votr for the continuation of tin* nomination of 
their author for another otliee, wonhl have siisiuMulnl his interfe.r- 
ence until the tjUf tion catni' lu'fore him ollicially, and would Iheu 
have •fated hi - rea tiie. with unudy candour and, hnvin<r doiu'. so, 
woidd have founded upon them the act which, when he did p(‘rform 
it. he pi'fd'e eil to he a painful iluty. Mon* (‘-^pi'cially would lav 
liave done .-m when that author wa ; a luemher of tluv sunn*- hoiiorahitv 
pr(dV ..ion with him elf, mu* who had heen a.S'^'i K'l I lied with him in 
the pertormama* id piade ional iluties of hin'h importnnet*, who 
had hiH'U u niemher with liitn (d’ the saun* diLrnilied body in which 
he wu' to perlorm that unv\eleume duty, who was ah-i*nl in a for- 
eiiru land whf‘n the information of the step he felt liinisi'lf eon- 
; trained t" take would reach him, in the |in“’.euee of dis(.iu<i,'uished 
men from all part-, of the world, and who wa,: withal a yentli'inan 
whom hi. heart mu 1 aquit of havtn^^ I'ver, in (heir hm<j^ ae<|uainl- 
anee ami e\(en i\e Interi'our.e in \arion: eapaeilii*::, treated him 
witii ineivilitv or niddmdne-: of any description, ihit. a. eourse so 
deeoi'oU , (1 heeomtin'’ to oiir pa ,t relation, and s.o well ealeuiated 

to .‘ootlie feeiinp' which mi|j’hl he eseited hy hi;: ollieial action w;is 
not to Mr. Well ter’ ta te. A noi .ele uim teiitatlou:, peid'ormaiiei* 
of hi painful du(ie , i'oidiiu'il to (he ehr^'d door sm-iotis of fluv 
Senatt\ (lie u ua! eitiit’- e on .siieli oeeasions, was not- ilu*. (‘liter- 
(aliimenf ” to which he invited him elf. Hi* desired, that, his <i,‘ra(i“ 
heal ion mirdd he complete, to arou: e (In* piihlie int(‘re‘-:( and curiosity' 
in re peel to fhe : aeritici' he v\us nhont to nuiki* and, to thl.s end, 
he ei/etl the «icea ion of a (h'hati* upon the re olntioii of hi.s friend 
and eoudjulor. Holmes, in a few signilieani la'inark.s, to fort*,- 
^hadow it ami to , ummon the nttention of his followers, llav iiif;!;; 
made (hi. demon (ration he forthwith, hefore tin* dehate would ap¬ 
pear in the regular coiir..e, priqiared an article foi’ Ihi* NitfJontif 
In^t lliijt nr,!' ylvim*' u ,*ket(’h of what- lit* had said. I say hr pre- 
paretl it, heeaiHc what he in that :.keteh i'. i-aippost'd to have, said 
i evidtmlly not talwu from the note.; of their reporter which will 
he ftiiind ill thi* volume. The artii'h*. as It appeared in (lav Iitfcll/- 
th !(•', t\ i in (he follow iui/ woi'il ; 

'I'hf lli'iti h \ til Ihc r'iii!i''»e of .•Date iiieiUefllJil tlelttile in tile 
.Si‘iiafe <ilt l/t. 1} I il >iu s fr-.itluf iiiii jifiijiii ilaa til (‘III! UiKill the exeeullvt* Ini' et'l'- 
lulu I'maher lm*»niijil iDU cDitfi'niina the We.st laitia frattt*, .Ur. \\ liitilci' uuitlt* 


rriiiarL - :<> thr > ■ 

tlii'iU'ft fill' r>- I '■!' rh.. *■:)'. ... 

< f*. I'l' f !i>- ' !>■ f. : ; ' 

I hr i<h ir. 1 I •( ! h.' ! 1 1 i . 1 ; ‘ ' 1 ' . ' : 

t hr ll.n j.‘r f htl! fhr f . • 

uiih I'iU'.'iariii, Suirr ! *» i. < ?t! ;>■■■■■' 

ah.nuirlM .Itni .>n • i,:r i' h 

■ t I'Hrt irfi . :‘l\rl( !i> ?hi J. f tf !■ < 

.Iniir. .'i\rti, >'ir, in !.'!u at *1 r, . *• ; 

fhr “! jitihUr < .•:■! .. 

r\,thii!ia! iru aliti I'mi!'!* iif 

'I'hi . w aa f!-ati f.-rri'.l 

til'* iiii fdiusa:' >al \ , w iinr. f.. p 
Mmul, it r’in’(n\ftl flu' I'l ill* n* j i.;» la' ! i 

Mr \ \ la a . If !. . h.-* ■ . - 

in n ai * r {..Mr \}. I . . ■ . • 

V^lllh- :'r. r. f.s! •. rf "h ' r, *■, . , 

Nris.dr !»,.• t fH?.-.! , f U 1. .] ' 

i'EMlr. thr fiilr-w air i.'ii:!'.’.fiS . ■’ 

l r {<■!.!.s\ ’ 

I‘'rniu thr /<' <//■ h .• if i’aMi! til*- !■ ;i 

t 111 ! a thr ttiiif! t , 

ilrhatr f Siat .1 :u .hi*- rii r i,, . 

St itr iqtf.ii ihr nhara.trr uf !a_«. :ii 

tdhiiiiiat i<'U a Mil'! !r;' f.. I hi;'! n-i 
ful' .■nllln unit !i«u. 

\hiw if aiivfhirii'' wnr un’r .ii\, |. 
n| till SrKatdr iii U( !j i; f 

{tail , nil.Ill wa nn < Mun!*-.! tn ti 

thi. riaptr.ijt afMUIJn uit i. .u. airi !■. 
til fruiiiiin (liii <1 iriif if it.II li, h. t tl. 
j»ri trimr. M Wdui.!, I h.ail.l fh.'iJ. a. 

iniuil , !..* ftiinn! hi fhr fa-’t {hit fhr 
{:irily fPidhifilii. tf.'if ft, (r 
tif thr liltMuhri f,.i Stra !U fi t! liiafa 
lilt-;, Uli-'lit ftiUili fhr !l|.jr-i rrimii r.! 
Mitiliu liir wr.-l. I.f .1 I.rij {',<1.. |l.. 

|(ai.tit'll l.rft.rr tin* jinhiir t'.in 

UKUifit aftrh flu'V Urr'r •<» lai.i }<. |S| 
in luaiu <»f f!jr jiuhltr . lilt \ ili 

\ I ii', Uhl> II> . 1\ 1 hrlirtt'], an 

in thr jJiihlir jirin! . n<*r. a far a 

1-1 t* SM{ a iuyh' rptf-fl ;«!.! ah».ij| fh 
rharai’trr, imnilv aa»l. I istax wri! 

• \ai ' la-.j-sn-r, ri, a, i 

ttf* \. ji >1.1 

* Jini, 1.%, ai: lutil '''.I, iNai. 
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Hiuil I I'l'i'ii i'uniin;iiiMl :i Mini tel" In iMiii’laiul ami will'll i( was 
iniiiiil i*\['!•( 1 iiMii t<t li tiaaii up a a pri'li'u-c Ini* a pri'di'li'i’iu'nu'i! 

I'f i( 111 nf !H\ UiUulUat inll. 

.\(» (t'p. uiTi' imliM'd taKcii i.y (’uiiiri'i' . ill rc-pccl (o (In' arraiiMH'.- 
iiit'llf, lilt! if Ua- iirr.ftl (• uirlln Ul'l'l* lU'Ci* ai’V. d'lu* Pl-t*>i(l(‘U(. issiu'il 
}ii > priK'lantafinti nii the I'xprc n uiuli-t's!aiulinij,' that llu' afi’auii’i'iiH’ul. 
\\a . ill pi'i*''i r rniilnnuity t«i flir inti'iitiiiu ul' <'oiin-n'ss, as dial was 
; i*( Inrth in tin* \i’t 111 llu' liumth nf May prufi’ilin;';, llu appi’nvcil 
(il ilii* art‘au?'i‘H(fiU hfuaU u i{ w a*-' ■ n, and lii'uaii i' lliu iii'pitiation 
had hmi f.dily l•nIidur^<•l} and upnti jiriiiciplrs ron^islunl uilli llu'. 
hiUini' and in- 1 iiilufi* {-■ nf fhu (’niuitl'y. d'n I'tialdu ('nttn'i'i'ss (n 
jud;'i‘ fnp if I'l f u lii’l ht'r nr lull all this was Ml 111', witliniil Miliuliai inn, 
M-iil in all till’ papiT tu'i’f ary tn thu fnrmatinn id’ ils jtnliLCiiu'id. and, 
at till'Iwad td'f ht’in. 1 hu i‘ \ urs in t nict imr . 1 f tlit'arranp'iiu'nl was 

dulinii'u! iipnit idfluT pniiit it w a it . duty tn .say m», .and t<> arri'st. its 
fM'fUi Inii, as if wa , in \arinu way,, in its pnwi'r tn do; Imt. abovn 
all if it «a , in llsi* iudniui-nt nf llu* nu'intii*r: id't hi' Natimial Li'niis- 
laturu nr in tlu* judi'niunt nf any pnrlinn nf thi'in, nhtalm'd (lirnnn'li 
di If put a hh- rniU’i* inll nr n \ phlliat iiUi . nr ri'pl’i'Sf'llt a I inll,,, li\' \\ lilt'll 
(hr hnimrid thr (‘miulry u a tarni hud, it was iltrir liniuidun duly 
n In df'dai'i* 'it fill* lliiT hnhl and tn I'all nimn ihi* Ih'f iduiit. tn prn- 
ffi-d nn farthi-r in it nM'i'iil inti. It w a imt allnuahh* liv any laili' 
nf ri.'dit nr dfi'fiii’X, (hat a Imdy td’ nn'ii, .siii'li a ■ tliusi' nnuii(> (n Inn’f: 
hfi'ii.and a .ihf nif it pnrlinn nf (lifiu \\fru, :.hnnld acfi'id (hf wap’i't 
nf tlii'ir (’niinttn . d'a'Tadat inn nm* yuan, and (lin ni'.\(. In prniiinii' 
nlhur t'lid . linidd rai 1* ltd. fa! f I'lamnr anaiiist tlii- t ransart imi nf 
uhii'h thf\ had ihu, aiaih'd thfin a*l\u 

What wa . (liu Ih'r idfiu (n d<M Hi • pri'dut'n snr had, fur tin* tinii' 
hi'ini*'. In I a ‘/I'lait infiTf t In till' rnnntry, (hrnn;.xh tiii' wiifs of 
dipimuai’u h_\ liafkinn' and tillinn' in his pn.sitiniis in ru.spi'rt In it, 
'riin u whn had nlfv all'll him In pnwi*r had I'liarixt'd this vary di'lin- 
(jni'iuw, aiimnn nihnr , npnii him and lahniii’i'd for his rc'Uin\aH lliay 
had ui’i’i't'dfd, and put aunlhrr in hi ; plan* (n ri'di’i’ s llmir rijdits in 
ihi and ntlmr ri* pw-f (hu ( ntipTi' that warn'In’Ind with tlu' lU'W' 
I’n* idt'iif a hi-d him In . I'fK thu it (nralinti nf thi (rmh* npnti the 
(arm ttliirh flu* admini t ration thry had tiiriU'd niii hml, tlm'' ayri'i' 
inn' tn ihmm in t Ip tlmlr miii''am s. 

Ilnu ua Aitdri’W .lai'k on, ihu frank old soldinr, to appruauh 
till* Hrlti'Ji Mild tr\ with sUrli an applina (iniH Im to sprak 

tn them with a dnnhk* tnnnur, wa. In* In minn* hi.s word;'!, ami, a.s 
dipinmati*.! nftcn dn. talk nnn'h withniit s-ayinp: anythiiiL’:, nr was 
hi* tn -pi-ak tn ilii*m as Im did^ (n say, with tlu* disciissions and 
alli-ruatiuii that tnnk phmi' hulwrun ynii and fiiy prrdi'i'i'SMir.-; 1 
du'-in* tn ha\i* u litth* tn do a. pn.- ihh*; wi> havr had onr ditlnr-- 
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oiicc'H nhoiit'i lluMU amou^’ onrst'hi"- il i > ullii'iciil Im- ymi that (ha 
claim M‘l ii[» by (hem was by (luauM'hc ^ w illali'av. u, aial i, not ra- 
vivi'il by me; yon have a riylil to rcriiKc wbai we a k it you think 
il against, yoiii' intiM’est. lo eoinaalt' i(, bill you ha\t‘ no moral I'iglit 
to n'i'iise us i)ri\'ileg('s wbieli yon grant in othm' nation , ami none 
at. all to gToimd sneli n'ln-al on pasi diiret'enecs betwenn yon and 
my {iriHliH’essors and i admonish yoii, (berelore, re peel 1 idly but- 
lirm!}', of tlu' I'treid wliieh Midi a course eaicuiated to i‘\ert upon 
tlie. I'ceiing’s and dispositions of (he peopk* (d’ tlu* I'niled States, 
'rhat. was, in substaiu’c, what h(‘ said, and il. wa-. (he only laiig'iiage' 
he. could eonsiml to use. It i the lam.’'naii’e whieh all nations sim¬ 
ilarly sitnaltal {'inploy. If l.s the only way in wldudi (bnnirie. in 
jnrionsly ail'ccti'd by the (piarrels of diploiuati t . ean hope to rectify 
their errors. 1|, is the straight forward honest way. An instanen 
of a similar reconrsi' is de.-eribed in a ietti'r from Mr. |Kdwar'l| 
Kverett., oiir Mini.sfer to lOngiand, to Mr. \\'eh,‘.(er him elf, whil t 
Si'crc'tary id' Siatia as follows: 

.Mt(, no'Ki er Ml .Mi;. W i e -o r;, 

1 ,i I. \ I 111Ill 1 lu 1 \ 11! n St \ 11 s, 

/i. .iie/ni “th. I'i'it. 

i rt'et'i\-ei! nn the g'!nl iie:|;ui( a iieli* I’l'nni I.i'ol Miriilrt-n nu ihi- \l'ri>-;ni 
.seiziire.s, in rept.v in eiie uilili'i-.-.-.i-il in Intn li.' -Mi. :-'f •'■•■u .ni,’ in Iln- l.e ! liniir '. 
ol’ Ills rcsilieuee ill fatiuldii. aitil \i.lileli, a-. i( anneiir iHd nnl rein ii l.m-il \ 1 m‘ 1 ' 
ileiai's lunnis lilt Mr. Sleiensnu luiii leii l.einlnn \. -nme iuin’ nni i i-laire 
li(‘r<)re I eotild iLfivi* a ilelnileil nie-wer !«» Ilti-. eiintatiiti!i'.’im»n. 1 llioneJif if l«e-.| 
at oiice 1(1 arkumvlerlae iM I'l-eeipl, In i>\iire iii,\ • ;ni .l'.ii'ni<!i a! U • di -i.e.-.iniiale 
tone, and In amioimei' the |iiiriin.-e ni’ rejilvlm' in il ;n ':niur tiiinri' nennd. ‘rite 

I'resideid. I Iliilik, will he slriiek with tlie murhed eliauee in Itie On.. llie 

[ilH'.seiil mitiislr.v. a.s iiianilVsIed in lids u*ile and a t’ln-iuer ntie addre.-.ol h,v 
Lord .Vherdeen In Mr. Ste\en-nn, enidra-sfed with lie la i i-nmmunie.oion I'rniu 
l.nrd I’aliner.slnu nii the same i nltjeel, 'I’lte dlirereiiee li iiariienhul\ up|iarenl. 
in f.urd .Miel'deen’s teller in lue ol’ flu* ’doili in t, .\ol ouiv l > Ihe etaiin nl’ 
(Jl'eal I'.rllain ladative In llie rlelil <d' delaininr 'ar.pteinu . vi-oi-r. .lated in a 
lar less exeeptiniiahle manner Ilian il had teen dniie li\ l.onl I'aluiei-Om. hut 
gnrd .Mierdeeli nxpresr-ly deelilie.s lu'tna re-.poie ddn lAr the hmeuaei* ir i-d h> Id ; 
predecessor. '*■ **' 

A (pie:.(ion bad been long mnk'f di eii - ion between tin* I'nigli it 
(bni'rninim! and that (d’ (lit* rnited States, a \er\ ini[>oiian( tpie.o 
(ion wliieh might any day di.sturb the peuee td’ the (wo eoiinirles, 
invoh'iiig the rigid of stnireh, reemitly so .sati:-faelorily di posm! td’, 
Ivoi'd baliiK'rston, Ministm' of fori'ign ail'atr- in the adminidr:ition 
(d* Lord M(dhoiinit\ had claimed that, right in his eorre-.pondenet‘ 
wit.Ii Mr. Stevenson. Umtt'r ti eliangi* of Mini-dry, in hoth eoiin 
tries, tluii coi're.sfxmde.nce wms eontinued, and laird .Vherdeen, oeeii- 
pied the. same, position niidc'.r tin* administration of Sir Koiiert 
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M. I \ ill • \ . 
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he (Uoun-ht mi.u'lit 1"‘ th.-y v.i.uM !•.- !.•••. :u'.i uifh ['l.-it ure. 

Ill' ohtaiiu'd the inl'oniial ii*ii I de u<‘>l .tnd ui the hairr ri.uiiiumi 
I’aliuo" it lu' itiadc ni flu* riiara ii-’’ I >ia\i- iiaimni, th,. 

most, prominent of whieli ua- ih-‘ fnlh.rtum; 

Nl>^\' il :'ecUi‘.; t" lilt' ('If'.ir, th.is .in>n' Ou- .■.<:>* . • s's.uU !i\ Uiii 

Koverniaeiil, aiel ill llif .'aiuatiou ia tl..- I.e • n,n.,.ii !, , i..!', 

(his Me ;0'i‘ itriThidfil tl'Mia Mp.-i.iu- :a.- ; .m*. It.i-.ia, 
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fiinilili'iit, il«‘.-.lati- i>r iilVair'-' ea !air<«!..-. .o; ! fii-- ■“ >.f ih-ir 

uiieii llieii' mvri I'-daml •. Ami sin- >• ai.' i.^ »■. ?..• c ...i .j.toj li'i;. in fir 

(•iiiiislaui’<mil unw lu liu I'U’i- • ru, 

I iiieliiif m Uif u|iiiuuii, f hm-.-iuj,-. |h.;f iL.- !<» ! ho*.!,. . fim im; .1 

tmliuii un llii.a Iiuiitl uiU i'u drtj.Mfid^. l<tif uU!i r.utdunr .<ml laamir (u 
r.fadliaU.V discuiUmrt thr {ut i-ut \duiiKi ar.iliu!! IL.- 1 .‘.u m i.-.i.-iil 

I’t'itni (Im I'rrui':: and iuu uj lia* [m ?; i" d. Jh<- u.i a ifu'ii ihi> 

ildcfcst'.^ ami lrm|MM- ul’ (Isu lw<::*..U' ; (u e.m, !!, ■! !!n- <i'ii la-d 

1 >\ thi' late I'M'riniM' \va in unm. iu..u tu id-- '■■•i m- li’*' \ ■ s*-! m.-.u 

I'l-upic, uim, tia\iim, aMilmtl !lmuid> .-m. iifim-t-.d m. • ■ . i-, .t-; 

have si'lneli'il an Adndiie.! r.il >•‘is i-. illj lii-?irs' v , .0-i - do. >.•;:! iiuiu i ; 
t'lal Urn iiri“.«‘lil uplifa! lu tin' lii'-aaiilv aa.e. h: in'-- ■■ t-iil -sv, lu-ar.' 

till Imhali’ ul’ ttm I’.-uj.ln. fhai < i-u. .-I'm.i. , J «i!i m-d 5 oam.-t ihi ...a 

ff.'isiuii, in I•iirmti'a:‘im tlii i‘ltuia. e- .iv.idi; ■ li -‘H >'« ihi mi 1 , in .liiidau 
liiVnt nratn Itrnjiidii I-, au-l, !i> a o-.i nu.d*;- ■; 'u.. ■ j-.-;, ' *>•(• ..ue-i,! 

(.nil ul’ lumrc liariiiunv in mir n-Lon-n , a ui i-i ’ n, ,,ijr li-i-tn, 

ir Ilii-a* rnlt;.idi-fal tun l.td. u j-.'i.rld Si.'l.-'mn ;■ j...- . d. .« .lull 

lua.v wiiri’ant, in runuurUuu wiUi lliu d-a.-il .n tin- v'.-a-ili- , = ! r-i- an 

iiliicr ('uui''.u n|tcn . ’I hi iim, ji.i.i.-ni L.iv.- p. iS'-s -I ri liu!-., 

and will 111' ni'll Mi .laiitfil in lliu Id ■•li’u.' 

d'hi'- liifL'e (ion wa' ean'lrd uui i-v fiif :u Inadnn. lu {l.u lo! 

hn\in_o word : 

ir ill*' ninm-iuii ul' lid (tuM'rmm'iii o* ,i*-. i-je -.i na- ’-u.. n’ ■p" *■•(, uh'-n 

Imi’nluOii'c niiiTi-d. in' tir. I'd .! an u!.!..'fi,,n u, in, ir .i-h.i--n-n o wiU !-•• 

ml r d Ul In Ilia I i‘ f ill* r. I'i 1 1 ,li I iuv fiiiiiji-ni uu- d-h- ui ' h> , j< in f ii r .iud im -1 p" 
ilii'iif.v «>!' ’.in h a cunr .u. 

'I'lm uppurl tinil if. wldnh ,vuti hiivu dmivi-d I’min .t !> iii.i! »■•!< in uUJ' piildu' 
cmtimlh,, an Wnll anoi her '.unrri*. u! liil'uini.il mit. vv.'H « n.ddt • utt r,, pi-.il. wiUj 
I'uididi'imi' (an I'ar U'* ,v mi tuu.v di-i-in II pi'upi r and e. ului tu dui ,,i lUu fa pi-n 
(l\n pai'I'i ialiun h.v llim.u In wlmia Jhu adndm Ii'aliun uj sh; ti-,., ruim i.i i • imw 
(•(iiiindtluil, ill ruliilliin lu Ihe emir'>• Imrntidun' pm imd npua tim aihiuri ui Mm 
I’lihmial Iradn. 'Idmlv vli'Wn \ipuu thiU pulul hi0.i' hi-mi .uhiiulSrd Oi Mm pi uplu 
nl' Mm rniii'd Slnh**;: atid Mm nuiumehi h.\ wldeh .mur uutidm i I-, nurt dli'ui'O ’l 
!o‘<' Mm rfaiil id’ lIm .ludiJitimtit (•\pi't"!'a'd hy Ma' md.v rarildv inhima! lu uim ii 
llm late admsuiNt I'atlull \va'. anmttahln fur Id; act n !l huu!'! hu lUUrii-ui Mi.si 
Mm I'laium tul Up h.v llieni, niid wliieli nauni-d llm inlui nipl iun ni Ma- tradu hi 
ipm-ilnii iia\e Imeii nsplieilly iiliiiadunnd li,\ Miu'.u vvla, hr 1 .1 arii-d limni, ami 
an' mil revlsud Ipv Umlr sueunsnui'N. tr Mruat Hi'llaiu d<-mm u advur-i' tu hm* 
hih'resis In allow us In purlii’lpati* in llm li’adu wlMi tmr i-.rlunif . and iind-: 

* Mi'lauii' ill Van Ihii'cn, .Tiiju' 11 , isan, lu Mu- \ au llnua 




Ai rtitutH.nM'H\ til van in iikn. 


5,‘11 

udlisiiiti iit ll>'' is *" t'fiH-i . j«< uuiiirc ipM' !i* fht* -.ajiic riiic (<> 

she Ulll, Wf III' I'li Ml t\ir [i! ul' {ilai'Ui;- hi'f n'll|'..(l |«|1 ihn.t* 

ji'iMiuiti-'. 'I'" '»!' t lii' ;i* ! ' "S ! !i»' .jihiiiiii .5 iMf ti.it a . ihi- c.ju •• m 1' r.ii'i'i-jt iir<' 

dl' iiri\iif.:',!”' ulmii Umitii Mlh.-iui r !■•■ In Ui.- j.fi.jil,' ..j' fhr t laffil 

Slatf'N''‘ stin'l'iiiti i.iiii I- ,l>riui!ii f mil rU ami ■■■•iilt! ijm! lail 
III t'Maff litcir s rii il>thl>. Tin- iMtif Ml ii'i'liii,, u hi.'h .1 I'Miir r iinui i* 

null uiilt'Ualili* »'■ raStatl.ill'll Sm utMihi.i- umuSiI .Inuliftf !.e- r.i\.iti-it l<> 

1 111 'citifi'ii'U Ilf Iha! ilif.it r.u! ,aij !i.!Ii> miifr in (‘muifll, mJ'i'IimiI Uf r im1misi.iI 

jmrl^ !•> Uu- la I'r.mff, umIusUi ‘..iiuiUt.: .i iinilat' uuit imu mji fla-ii’ ji.tii |m 

iiri'fl'l iii'" Sfi'iii . MiiiTfii 1>\ Usf uii m|'.1u1\, In;!.I, 

Vnu I’alUiMl ju'f i lu-i \ i«n\ mi' ({n* .uliSni Jmm f.uaif.11> uiimis Ihf tmu hiiTaiiMU 
(if llif r.nfi ii .Mitfi tia.. If fi.t . Iifarim;'. atul I’l'lntimri tluif iraiii l«f.\MUii (Um 
iiutiiftliafi* iim .finn uiulff tfi-.i u \,mu.‘ 

It I'. tlui‘ its (111* Sfuuti' tu ;iv that t!u\\ iriiDraut nt' ihi-. 

ril’i'lMu-t HJiS'f V\ hrfi thfi, iiltauuutitl 1\ ruflliltiim 1 fin- in nul lial i'at lit 
Mr. .Mi'LaUf im' the itllu’c nt Sri‘tffar\ nt fht* *l ri*a;-ttry. I h»y\ mily 
kui'V\ that h«* haii iiuthMSalM’n tin' ilnltf. ;r !:'in-«l lu him ainl lia'l 

CnltTml lljuiH ihrir jaThTIitaUi'i* with a full knnv. ImiMr i.r tiif III 
.kI) iii’f iiiii n hit’ll thf \ miutlrnuiml un- fiT wrilinj'. Ihif ii i a! u 
(ht<‘ In (ruth f»» . a\ fluff fh«-y wtiuhl mtl, isi all I'rtihahihf \, hau- 
at'hal (liiliTfiit Iv il fhi'n" m fttnnaf inn lunl u ifihra»'*'<i flit* laff 1 
IllfUtintl, *rflf tUf'ti\f. that prf^ailmi in the Uitu I'nl' I'f jf‘-{ Kill, 

lUntiM* uhit'h iuiil in I'laiiit) imthiiii' fu ii*t v.itii f h«‘ in IiU'I>mi, , 
dill iK't rcat’ii Mr. Mflailtf, alni i! thfi had. hi niniunatKin Inr f hf 
jihifi-til’Sffrf!.ir\ wiiiihi fill have lirm fi.ulirnif>l. ‘hiif nraaf Ii-mt 
hy Nvhii'h tlm antiitii nf tin* (»art \ in nj>i<ti-if mii tn Ida idfiit da* k 
.snid . atlmini iratinu uiitM-d a rtidl a*, tin- rinitlanK-iti al rh-iiK nt 
nf t licir ■ f I I’tiyt h, ua fin* |aiUfr nl' tin* l'»ani» nf iti.- 1 nd'-d .Nfah-,. 
'riu'y urra thfii, auvcrul yi'ai'. in athaiu-f nf llm f\|«naf!i>n nf it 
fharliT, aliiiuf f»» jui-. . a I’nil fnr it uxlfii inn; :i‘Mi!r4 tlm jia .inc 

of that hi!! tlmv t-\jicff.-d iIk- I’ru .iih-uf’ . I . n*. and flm uu -1 nin and 

the \Kln uin'f* dn iinimi tn hr (iifi nruat i -.Ur fiftnll wiilt'h (Im Ihr 1 

dt'Utial (dri-iinli, ttiiiili Ua In fi.- htld !>ffnrr IIk* r!" f nl thlf irU, 

wai: tn hn rnufu tml. .\nK>n‘'' ’^Ir. Mrlaiim’. fir J a*-! , uffm’ rufm inn 

upon tin* ihiliu. (if fiir ntlii'f nf .Nrr j rtai »> nf llu’ '1 1 ra ui^v, V. iisi'h 

Was Inlii!' lifinrr thu .‘’^'Kiiatn arfr>l ujit<n hi miimnat aai, a a tlif 
transiiiis'.ion tn thu Smatr nf hi - tillinal irpnit njmu t’..- tinam.- , m 
whifh iu' ili^it'i!-; ml at Iriirth atnl ud!i “rt-a! fninitlif'. . fh.- tin.- tinn 
ns to thu r\|iiMli»‘ni'y nf rmdiarti*rinr' lla- f\i tiun iranl. nf iIk- I nitftl 
Stall's, and rariK-.fiv ria'nmmrnih-tl it. jmhiiitfr a umiaut- nf 
which lltc Id'c iiiciit «a kimuii fti tli ippmu'. and awain J llj«* i-nis 
Slllntnat Itill nf which, he intended fn int.-lpn c ant! did tliU-lpiff hi 
/'*/n. ‘riic party ti|i{i(i 'C‘{ tn (tencra! d.K'!i,'.'iida \thnirsi fr.it inn, and 
wittch pn!-‘.c.‘jmi Ml niaH\ \t»ic iu tlic Senate, nd'dit. umier imfs 

' lifannaii.u . Im W. 1,.-•*. a’, j .• f a. a ; ■ a •. l \ia la.-i.'.-r. 

I'll, |i. IiiiT, \',tu iait’ii’i; c-aM.'t ‘I ii 1.' . f ?;,• n. ?; .s-•) ju. n* Ms. \ ...i» is. 
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f-uv-uiUHlauct's, a.'^ wh'II havt* laiil down ihcsr arju . a fo !ia\i‘ rr 
M'f. Mt‘Laiu''s nominat ion at’tor tlio ri-oopi iitii !i_\ t'om’.i’f s 
and pitblii-alion of that ihaainu'nl. 'I'hay iHjiihi not ilo so with afrty 
to (lu'irown iii(<'ri's(s ainl (!u‘V \\onlil nt>t ha\t' lit- irt'il to ilu d if 
llu'v c.oiild. 

IhiL Mio (‘onrsc pursiu'd a.oaiint mo hy tho.o wlm oovtaaiod thi'. 
ac.iioii of ilio. Simali', har:-h and \indii’(ivo a ; it nm t In* mlmiftod 
to have. I) 0 (‘n, was niarko<t liy :i foaliiro, in (in* maunor of oarryin!;;^ 
out, (hoir di'sion, t'sjtooialiy ollVm ivo to tho moi'ai . i'iim* of (In* oum 
mindly. I alhido to (ho aiTanoomoiK provion !y onfoi-od intn in*, 
iwt'i'ii (lu'iu that till* \"o(i* (d’ (ho lioilv •■liould ho mado a (io and tiu* 
final ([iK-.slion oon.-t'iinontly ho doi'ido^l liy (ho oa (inp; \o(i* t>f tho 
\ ioo Prosidont, ao (hat tnioh .*oo(ion id’ tho oppo itnui, tho tda\ilo , 
('alhounitos, and (ho fomnant of old fodorali ( s\ho ao(od v\i(h 
\\’oi>.sli'r shonld oaoh In'ar (hoir fnl! projsojiinn of ro poti ihditv 
foi' (hi*, act. 'hho oxtont to nhioh tlio <« rat ihoat inn i.f tin* nioro 
hiphly oxoiloil foolinp,.. of Mr. (‘aliioiin and Id. frit*nd ontoroil 
“into (ho indiiooiuoiil s for if; oommi ion, and (ho . niallno , a. 
well in woipht. as nimihor, uf thoii* foro,* on tho (lni<r id’ tho Si-nato, 
pav(', it. mn.*.(. In* .'idmitfod, I’oio idorahlo plan ihilit v to (Ito arrani’:o 
mold I’opanlinp (ho wholo j.rnoi'odino- a. a i[uo(iun of pnlitioal 
loss and pain, a oon idoration ili tinoi!^^ a\ourd m tho 
noli' and novor for a momi'id lo ! ..iidil of h\ Mr. \V(*h tor. Of 
(Ito faot (hat sttoh a stipulation u ;i oxaotod and ouforood ilioro i. 
no room for dottht. 'I'ho d'Ado oharpod d di linot!\ at (ho (imo 
and .1 iim informod hy tlion* in whom I ha\o full oontidi'iioo, and 
who wo.ro in (ho way of knowing, (ha! noithor (ho Sonator thorn, 
•solves nor (hoir siippoiior.. o\or a!foo(o,l to don\ tho urranpmuont. 
Mr. 1*. P. lilatr, in (hi,, mouth of .Kpiil, Is.t'.i, (hoitph now tioinip 
politioally with (ho follower' of (‘lay and Woh tor and Itaviup no 
I'olatiojis with mo other than tho o uf per onai fnond hip atnl ro 
ciproetd re.-.iieet, wrile.-; me upon (ho : uhjoot a follnw-, “I reuiom- 
her well (hat. it. (the arranp,.men( to make tin* tie) wa, ,o Ihor 
oitphly undeisdood on all .side in the Sotiate a !n In* ecnmiion talk,” ' 
and n.ssipns many proiimls for hi. statometit whioli 1 not think 
it. worth wddle to repeat ht*re. 'Fhe exi lenee of m-h an apiomm-nt 
moreover follow.s irre.d'(ihl\' from tin* manner in whioh the \ ufe 
was piven and (he tie produced. Never w u-, there pi*rhap a eu*rer 
-scrutiny or a more aotivo drill of any pnhlio body, or om* mado 
utidt'r more skillful traijior.s, or an tjooadon on which more nmm- 
hers, in proportion to (lu* nnmlu^r of tho e enifaped, were noforiuii 1\' 
persuaded to vote apalnst (heir inelimdion , 
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When tlu‘ «a taKru PrctUi nf \'iTiiiniit an-l lliUh of Ken 
(Ufk\ UcTf tlu- SfUattir alt-rliL pjrnti •• an UjU’iiiht ailtl 

I’air niiniinl utan liul an r:irin‘'4 old tfdrrali I, a(a! !liiTidnrr sonit’ 
what [Ti'iuiiirtMl anaiii t luf, htn a wa wall imd(‘i^-.to()t!, hr dir; 
likrd tin* work tait mu fnr thr Siuiatr. Still, if Ur had hrru prr.- 
I'ut, hr wituKl ha\r, in all prolialiilit\ uUrd ;i_jratn t thr nmuination; 
nf all rvi'iifs, hu would havr ‘;i\rn tinirly miticr td’ what la* iniriidrd 
(0 dn. Ihif Indii^' raally an iinalid tn an rxtant whirh .--((on rai’' 
rird him to his L'r;i\r, hr krjU hi • hrd. 

Uihl), whmc' \ttlr ritluT w a) wmihl Inivt* drfratrd thr arran^r- 
mrnt, wm: a nil td' .1 ark tm ( 'lay Calhoun Druun’raf, who aimrd 
at. n*maiidn|X U{^on frirudly trnna with nl! thrrr; n dillirnlt {lo.n- 
(ion, hut mir whirh ht* rUirrrrdrd in (irrnjj\iiu^ a 5 ft> (hi‘ (wo lattrr 
rrutlriurn. Althoiiidi in fart ilrritUnllv hostili' to inr, rithrr fnnn 
thr promptof lii own la-art, tn* madr .-o thro’ thr inlhtrnri' 
nf e)(hrr a my fririal • had In-rn Irtl In «‘\prr( his riippnrt «m thin 
^lrra^a«m. d’la* illnr.>:<d’ .Mr. I*rrnti ; ailnrilni him ati nppnrtunity 
(n nhlii't* his frlriai'. fiv hi. ah .ria'r aial at thr .sainr (imr tti a\nlil 
a rnptnrr with Cria-ral .lark tm, thn*’ win* t- inilnrnrr hr hail hrrn 
rhs'lril to tla* Stmatm Hr wa in thr (’apifitl whrn thr \n(r wa. 
(akrn; hr rl.aim ; to lm\t‘ hrrn in (la* Siiprriar ('onrf Ihunn. Mr. 
Blair infnrmrd mr, mi my rrturn, that la* wan in (hr llhrary; thr 
only dillVn'iH’W hriiur Unit thr lattrr was nn tla* . amr Hour with 
aial thr fnrinrr ilirrrtly malrr thr Srnatr Cliamhrr. Hi. ait rnri* 
wan hrutud ilnuht Intmtimnd aial thr nai; on f'>r it is arrii in tla* 
iirrnnj'flnrnt <if whirh t am prakinif. Ct»l. Brntmi, wh«t was a 
larmltrr nf tht* Srnatr aial prr rut at this timr, (n-at • tin* fart 
that- tin* twn snrrr iu* t ir . wm* lnt»*ntimuil, aial a fuUillnu-nt tif 
thr n-tjiiirruirnt nf fh»' olht<r Irailrr. that Mr. t‘allamn's. intr .shmdd 
upprar nn (hr rrruid, wa - r tahlj la-'l. Hr aimtinit’ ul'.n that .Mr. 
(kilhnun .-uiii In a .‘"^rnator, in idi-. fa-arinp ami prakiny nf nm; “ It. 
wmihl kill him. Sir! kill liim drad! Ur will iu*\rr kirk. Sir! nrirr 
kirk I'’ A rtrikinn rnuntrrpait nf thr nripdnul urtirlr in (la- 7'( A 
y/Y/pA, alrradi rjUnh-d.* Sia h mnt i ii aurr.-; arc nru-r thnunht nf 
})y puhlir inrn in thr liipnifird di rhaiyr nf piihlir tlntir , and in 
thr prrformauri* nf art ion . of who r mrrits (hry art* mnsritai In 
.•-tratl nf rrkint^ to lr.V4‘n iiidii. i*iual r<-.pnn ihility hv tli^idinp^ it. 
with nfhrr; rar)i j--: d>- iron of Brin;'' fni'rintr.t in thr pnttd wt>rk. 
Til r tnanurr in whirh (hi - atlair w. a ■ unttra up and pinhril fhrnnph, 
on thr runtraru implit*d an arknow Irdrmmt that tlu* art was frit 
to hr an unjustiltahlr onr hi tin- artor- tla-m rhi* . lAir thr ur 
I’Oiupli hinriit of thrir ohjrrt ila-y nUrml, I will not i.ay into a ron 
Hpirmw, for thr art wa latl an illrifal onr, hut into a c’omhination 





AMKIllfAX mS'l’tUat'Al. A>MM'!AriHX. 


lo put down !i political i.pponcnt hy mean which iu\.»l\ei} uiuch 
!)!’ (he criiuinality ami ail of tlu> immoralif\ .tf a cmi! pu'.nw. 

'I'iu' whole proceeiliiie- was one with wliii'h ueh tut-n a. (‘lav 
and Callionn oiia'ht never to ha\e heen conimefeih 'I'he^ ilMufa!.- 
ree-ardcal (}u> liiatter in that lii’-ht a - soon a the phrets y intci v.hieh 
ilu'y had Ihh'ii thrown hy President Jack onh niu'xp.a-ted ne.T s 
in ill!' ailniinistrat ion (d* pnhlie athiir , hml abated and .•■.nimeneed 
lilt' work of atoiu'int'ni, as soon, perhap . a- eireiuu-.tanet' \\<iultl 
admit of. Mr. ( alhoun, as has heen een, hefor!' llu* whoh' eoniitry 
maile (he (///it ml, luimir,/^>L hy extendimr fin* haml of frieinl hip 
to nu', hy Mippoiiinir toy aihuini'.f rat ion tfj if . eh- e and h\ can iny 
the vote of ids’Sfate to he (hritv\ n in fauairof my reri.-e? i,.n, 

'1 lu' relative ptilitieal position.s td' .Mr. ('lay ami m\ .df were .m-|i. 
(hat a similar eour.-e was nut open ft» him. Ihn fiMin flie pi*nod 
of which 1 am imw writini*: f!» tin* «lay fsf hi death, a far a 1 
know or have ri'ar-on ti> helime, he in\aria!tl\ puke id' mv pei- nnal 
character and condm't with re pcet and Kindm* ■. When I (ra\(d!e<l 
ihrotin;h (In-southern and wi-stern State , in !*’h\ he .-of fu .-vera! 
points jirev-ifie-invitation (<! mi- (•. \i it A Idand uhteli I a-vepted. 
•'d'ninlino; a very arreeahie \^eek in hi fanulv . irde. I h- id. e 
t|nent!y at my retpieNt <-aim' t») Idnd.-nuald. I invited hi puliti.-a! 
fiit'iids within my ri-aeh to rail upon him at nn liuu e, whieh ihev 
did in yreat nuinher he passe.{ everal da> with me niu t ph-a , 
nntly and soi-iahly; we talked uver ed.I seem-, wirlium r*-i-me, mv 
.'o)ns escorted him l». Alh.-iny afid I wi-nt with liim thomdi nthTinir 
Ironi o!)np ;,s far as the railrmid Aatiun, v,!u-re vu- parted nevt-r 
to see (*aeh otlu-r aim in. 

Atfi-r In- had re c-.l ahli, heil friendly fi-hil iun-. wiflt his .mrlv and 
deviiteii Iriend^. Francis P. Iduir ami his very infelhjn.m anP 
(mialde \vth', he frt-tjUcnlly nml in the warinct term , e\pre .-d 
to the lurnicr the per omil n-speet and la-imril he entertaim-d fur 
(nc, rcfcriv.! to this v.-ry matter uf thi- reie.-tiun of mv numinatiun 
ami. whilst avowiipr (he . imvrity of tin- views he fhi-n t<Hd. ..f it. 
si til earnestly e.xprc.sc.l hi.s re-fret that fin- atl’air liml .-ver uceiirred. 
Mr. Hlair comnimdcatcl thee oh ervation to un- and 1 rc-ipro 
fiited the fei'linys tliey inunifedt-.l with all my heart. (’<.!. Ih-ntun 
was then writijifr his 7h.,rii/ hi th, S,/„//. and In* ent me 

oeeasiomilly (he • heets uf the first volniue: aniumr them (hu ,■ eun- 
tninin/f Idr. aermint of Mr. (‘luyh cuinlnct in the clfetiun <d' Mr. 
Adani.'s. wliit-li liad hem so vitd(‘ntly a - ailed, ami aiu, ,d' flu- .Im-I 
with loimlolph. Pleased with {lie lilu-rality evim-i'd hv tin* ('ohmel 
(owar.lsu pi'rsomd and pcdifimi! i-iiemy. I i-xpri'- ed my .• :itisfa.-tion 
III u eompliinentury h'tter to him, and eonvim-cil that .Mr. ('lav would 
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In* ni> .‘T if till',I tfi.m iii'f'!! i-.i !t_\ !ii*ui;! Jiuitli* auan* of (lu' 

\u-\\ wlih'Si Kiir aIiiiui hr rankfti ainnii” hi. hilli'fi* t 
iof- ififi'iiili’tl f'i [tih'h. !i Ilf |ii.iitt- iijmii wiitrli lii ii* . hatl 

hff!!, pfiiiaji . luufr rXfjfr.! fliaii ill rr {n‘r( 111 any 

(t!-rnriH‘in’i> in hi |inhli'- iilr, I ,rnt tin* Miinlaun* uf fhaiu (t» Mr. 
I’llair. «ii!i a rrqiit- t thaf In* huiih! i*fii!»r.uM* ikuc nitahh* ufi*;r !<un 
(il ua . liiiftiin Mr. ('la\’ la*f ilhn* \ tn I'.iiuimini.ati' thrni. Ih' 
dill Ml and luhirnii'd tut* .d' tin* inatiui'r hi uhi.di (ht‘ rnuimiiii irat iun 
ua- !'i‘«'i*i\cil. llir lariiim. taiu'i' nndin* uliit'h il was inadn urn* 
InliTi* I ini’: and ■ f! ikinn. 

.Mr. rdair havinj' iri'fivrd iny h'llfi'and hav in'i Iakrit il with him 
fur till- jiiirpi*'■ *>{ .utf<ailin«f h rtiulmf , Mr. (’Ia\ in(rodnrt'd llu* 
•u!d''''f 'd t!i>-!iiii 4 . {hr I'idiinrl '.*,a |i!r|»af ln<n .and .aid hr prr nim*d 
it uiiuld hr filh'd 'A itii anni'.i^ afrd di |dai a id' thr \ iulrilt pa- • inn ; tlir 
lUilhur had l•\iid^i{t■•l in hr pidifiral rntir r. 'Thr r rnnark. naM* 
Mr. Ida sr an adnm dd r tipjM •! f unif \ !u rM'i’nii* li i . ri ill Hit 1 • i* lit, aJul 
1 jjrrd lint .-a', hnr, urll hi* awdird hilii-.rlf uf i(. Mr. < 'la_\ ua. 
dri’jdl liMird, llr.Uikrd it Uiith, and aid tin* Uilnruiatinli In* ll.ad 
n-rriu-d lii'idd, !i<r thr Inrl {iriind hr had \r( In li\r, hr jirriuiltrd 
(k r\r!l flir iiil!n< I! r III ,1 j ,, v'»r!! flilifh'il lUrc u hal 

ill* ud;dif h.i\rfM a'., * d' I’• <1< niri Ih-ntun. I u d! add tiiat ni\ irflrr 
!u llir t nliilr! r-ipn iir i.f ni\ m r nf thr rfrdit In uhn’li Ihi. 
jiarl nf !ji wni'k riififk-d huii a irad In liini -r^rral yar. afirr 
Mt’. t hf,’ dritfi. d'Hiiif hi ratu.l fur thr llnti r nf lu-jirr rufa 
ti\r . ui jmiliMh Ilf in di f in f v.hrir t'la\' fru-nd . urrr \rry 

!(!nu«‘r<*n . r.silrrJ "iimr f!i«' aaiur nf tin* tt ntrr, and thrnindi it 

hr rriin-.i Inar^ \|*!» , and jiinh.shl^ hi rlrrllnU, I’kirthrr ^•nlll 
mnnir.ifi.iu |i:i rdh^twi-rn ^Ir. ('lax and ui> rlf thri>n«di nnr niiifmil 
fnriid. Ml. I'dii!, dn II l>i ".'..’I'nii .1 I r da\ . n! In drafh.’ 

Mr. W U-l' ru -.ihf i -■ Jr Hrlrl, j |(!r laur, \ I'lU drr[d> 

di trr rd !>i thr i ■ .1 ; 11 i. in id' thr illjli tsrr Ijr li.id dnlir In :t 

linlitra! n|»|>*'Srat. Ill- di»i ’!id. rd, a r. dl iiriraltri" hr mi, <“• 

hihif nJnr rii <- nf h’it.t- u|.<nlt fhr -.nhtr.j i if hi !•l!!t r lnU;i!d 
inr ‘«u iu\ ritani Ina-j I'.ual.nid, airl nh nj-irnlli Innk a trji in 

thr dirrrlin!i ji'.inf»d n ■.! |„-ffrr .uni jti .trr fi- isir*. whr'ii hr 

faih-d fn fnllnU U|t lil-ihr ’■ r.-lJ |I 1 rl, rlifrd. I fra!', 1 »> i »Ur nl thr r 
di ririhlahlf mtaiijd n.rut in rJiirft fii i-ntur {uddiral rarrrr 
ua In-'i-f. -iiin ihr ;;.;.jni.rd irlalmii tisa! l.rnl pinin'' Up !tr 

turrli -Mr, { iaj. .iJid \ 1 | ( .iliiii'in and nt\ rlt hr rrtnrtl In fhtnk 
!1 Hadar ani'dliilMl't .n ■>: fh.- • ii sr.irfrr nf hi. prr ntl.d int t'rrnltrr.r 

uitli Inr ilr 11 ihir. In th f if*- «d' injiid In* rallrd UpnU lim ullil .t 

Wr WrM' hnfli in \ r a, ’\niL, m aj.-rd 'Srat inl'dialill Uiid r\prr-'.rd 
a trnn;f d* :!»• tin' I h»idd ’ . ! ‘A I'm .Inn, I tnhl tlliU that lllV 
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IV’kmkI, i\If. P:iiiUIitiiiA :in<l iiivst'll ucri' uu'ililat :i \ i-'i( Id ( (tin- 
inotldiv. ehvrk Nichdison who \v:is (ludi in i't.iuiiKiiitl df llu- Imi-.Iou 
N a\'\'"\'iir(l aiul Id wlidiii wiM'i' ImiIIi svarnilv alladlinl, ami 1 
j)romis('(l lo appi'aiH’ him ol diir arrival. Ih' itr'i'-ital llial I .'lidiihl 
not. laysi'll' lhal Iroiihlt' as ha wmihl l.a arrlain Id kimu of my 
boiiio- ill llu' Ck|(y ;u!(l wdiihl imiiuMlialaly Itml wiim-c 1 \\a aiul rail 
upon iiu*. W'l'. vvi'iil Id l»d,sldtu spaiil a wci'k iharta iIiiumI wilh • 
(vral dl’ liis IViiMuls; mir visil was imlifi'il in Iha papars; \vi' haai’il 
sc'varal timt's of Mi-. Wi'li-^lar hainy in lha aiiy, Imt .‘.aw mtlhlnix 
of liim. 1 was im(. a lillla puz/iad by hi. adiuinat, aan\'a,V’'ad ils 
pi'obabla aaiisi' wilh 1’aiililinyA ami, adiil'nifnl Ibat lit' uttnhl ba 
roiiml (<) hava. had a. shrawd nmlivt' i’di- hi- mm appaaranaa, I was 
prt'pai’i'd also I fi't'! hound In say. It) ibid it om' id a ini -Im’ ahar-- 
aa.I.ar. myslai-y was spaadily Milvaih Sutm aflar my rat urn 

bduu', whilsl fishiufj,’ in a poml a milt' or I wo fi’om my luiir a, my 
friand, Mr. I». !<’. Hiillai' and Iiis uifa ilrova naar llu* bank whan' 
I was sillinn* and aallail ma lo I hair aarria's-. A - I appi < taabail I 
db.sarvatl llial I hay wi'i’i' bol h mm'h a\>‘ilail ami I Innl aii dunar 
raaabad llu'tn (ban Mrs. Ibiilar a.'d\ail im' whathar 1 hail «‘au Mac 
ki'iiziam booki' On raraiviny; my raply in lb.* m-nativa. iht'V pro 
ptKsad llial. I shdulil ”■<) wilh lliam lo my lam a ubit'b 1 diil, and 
dll dui’ way Ihi'y inrorniail ma brii'lly lhal ih.it itmawhal ndl<»ridu.s 
pt'i’.sdu had piibli>had a bodk inada up nf privata ami ai>urnlanlial 
lal.lars In f)a.s'-i' lloyl, ri'i>m my.salf ami from uma bumlratl (d' my 
poliliaal and par.soiial rriami,-. in wbiab nnmbar limy iham-ahas 
wara prumim'ully ini nalnaad.' 'I’ha alraunr lanaa; nf tha aa: a wara 
in subsianaa (ht'M'. I ri'nid\a>l IbiU iVum lha nilii-a nf ('ullaaidr 
of Navv ^'ork bu' I'aasons In ba ht'raat’lar pdln'u td* ami appoinlatl 
Mr. rldhn »!. Mtirafan in hi plaaa. 'I‘ba lailar hahl Ilia itHit’a a faw’ 
y<'ars, whan ba was ri'miuatl by Ib'a. iih-nl Ilarri tnu w bd appulnlt'd 
(lu‘ lab' Mdward ('urii.s br'tj., .‘i yanllamau wlntm Mr. ('lay was in 
Ih(‘. habil. td’dasaribiiia; a- “ Wk-b far' man, (’lUh-.. ’ 

In rurminu’(ba dpiiiidii aonsayad by thi axpra .hm .Mr, ('lay imuia 
a tri'<‘!i(. inislaka. If I Iiml baan a. kail In aalaal an imiividual wlmm 1 
da.aiuad basi. adapiatl (o lha mana</,.nianl id’ a pediliaal in(rijL(ut', 
wbiah was nd(. dU( uf I lu'raaab td’a man in Id • po-.il ion, I w imld hava 
nanu'tl I'alward ('ni'lis, ami I naad mil :-ay thal aimmir (ha ijiialiliaa 
lions of such an ap'iil I would havt' di'i'iuad i( indi.-jian abla lba(. 
I ha I .should iml bavt' bat'd anybody's man. Mr. Walatar tliil nol 
(’tmij'oul Ciirlis's aalion out' jof or liKh' farlbar (ban lu' ihoii'^'Id. i(. 
for his inlai'i'sl (o jiariuK him (o do so. bid if I tlid no! arr anri'iLritnisly 
in raspaal. lo lha aharaalar eif tlu' ralalioiis lhal a\i- P'd bal waan thain 

t McKfir/.if ItUlillMhcil 'I’llf Ulul 0|illtlMl|-. nl' Ucli.l'ii r’lUKS.Hll r.tl!l.-r. :ltl>l .ti' .HI* 

lltiyl It! IS-!.') iim! 'I'hi* l.il’f iniil 'I’linr*' i>f Miirthi Vuii m(r«ii. lo isiti, 'i‘i,i. latti-r ciiji* 
Iniitctl iiruutlfully tlii* hiiho* Iflti j-o uml coiTi'HjiuKili.iii*.. a.* ih,* mu, |)!jl)U.*,tu>.u. 
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In’: a iHM’snnal inihu'iun* (t\<‘r Mr. W'rit ti'f in ri' inTt In mn l 

(hinU's hii( rai'clv i f t>\cr hffwt'cn ^niil Iciui-n in llmir iTl:iti\f 

[)nsi{ inii!-;. ('urtis jHi.- -i‘ '-fd a hnniity "I uiakni"’ him fl! t Irnmnnhly 
a(‘!|u:iinlc'(l with (!u'. i*h:U':n'ti‘r ami di pusitinn nf ihn n \%ith v\linni 
lit' had hi't'ii nr wa;-. df-irnir. (n ha hrnni,''ht in I'nnlaat and in iia\i nn'" 
llu'. ways hy whirli (hey could 1h> inihieneed, ui(h (leid'ce . itf y.eidla- 
lU'as ami ])er;-i'\erahfe in (hair appliaat inii, w hii'h ihara ua unildn!': 
ill llu* nalure ami di ^m- ition cd' Mr. \\ ali-.fc'i* tn aiiahla him in uifh 
slaml. (>r the cmh-; to whiah (ha! iidluanae* w a ■ a\ar(ad and flu* 
nhjea(s(hal wai'a aeanmpliahad hy i( I iloiml da irn (" paak. l’»n{ ii 
(he rt'adar di'aira- a praaliaal ilhi (ratimi of Mr. (’nrfi ’ kill in tie- 
mana^anieid. nj’ iidi-ii-aia ami diilianl! alfaii':. I raaniumaml him io a 
aari'fui [lerusa! of (ha paper- in (ha i-aiahratt-d (tardie-r ii.md npnit 
(he (h)\t'rnmen( and pari ianlarl\ (n Mr. t'nrfi ’ rmai' pMudritae wifii 
(he olliaar who had (ha( m.ittar in aharra, uitlmut attempt inn; fit a\ 
plain or na-oneile (ha ra idl . nf hi,-, inlarh-rama, lie- lii .( n}' «iin h 
was (hat he poakt'fad Shhttun nj the mnnay raim-d in tie- ti.ind, hut 
how applit'd (hid tml_\ kimu , hut 1 dnnht imt .-M ni-inu \\, hm v-:th 
lield from tlu* (jo\arnmant !o iha hi t ; and lh«‘ mid that le- app<-ar . 
ontharaaord iVom an I'arlv pt-rind, l'‘•rl .i nd; hdl a M..n a tu'-i'- v. a 
(he slieh(t‘:-.i raa on in an\ ijua i h-r 1 n appi ale-nd an n!t nuaif !.!■< ,», no. 
a.s an aalivt* and tli araat aiHi er id (hr nili.-rr "I (ha ( iMVcriunenf, 
doin^ uppareiilly u h.-d ha ruiild in ''Uard (ha linwamnanf i*Min J 
l(r;s and put (Item in (ha ill- I way (n aid fhrtn in tie- pari'..HU im a uf 
(heir tinties. fairly eididinp him aif (u ha rapardad a , :i di mtair lad 
and aalive frii'iid Io (he puhlia intara t, 

h'eliitniup an indi (inat raanllratiun of the rmpanf uf a h-ifar 
from *N!r. Weed «d’ .\lhan}. an a\aaadinrl> anmpi-lant jodi'a uf Pta 
aharaaler of (htrti. , addra ad lu (lanaral l‘e(ar Ih I’.nfai, .i ■ tha 
per.soiial friend id’ Mr. ('lay. da inm-d to raimna hi nppn ifiun in 
(ha a)j})oin(man( uf Mr. (‘urti . in uluah (ha tia^ 1 la-ia I ifa- id" 
('urti.'.'s aharaaler and tha aharaafar uf In, lalatinii •silh .Mr, W’ah 
:.((‘r Were ^.u (aiuad, I ha'll* rafai-red (o .Mr. ('lav' “IhiiaP- (’ur 
respomlanaa" and ha\t‘ axlraalad frnm jtharej uhal fnllnv. p 

1 met him for (he la ,( time hid a hoi( pai ind haf..ra id d'-.ifh. 

in Broadway in New York, 'hha mark of apprnaalunp di nlutmn 
were .•"tamped upon hi aninitmanaf and I du m\ i-lf <.ii} jn t i. i* 
in sayinp tied I wu . mnah airaati-d hs hi appa.iianae, { had imt 
seen him for :a\eral year,; he \s;\ f\itlantly happ\ In have mat 
nu*, aitd avinaail u plainly a di- ire in pinlnni'' the Intamirv. h; 

’ \'au niiri-ii'. jiiIiiiUmI! i.i‘ u.-lii-- ih.-,.- t-iua.!-! -.t . u.-» . ufi.-u ...a jj.n.s ». 

fclTril lit will !i‘- Stiiiliil '01 a J O’, t.f 'la-- I'iU.tl. I .-11, »« >• ..f It.jti*, < I 

ti,v I'tlKln I'lilIfU t\ ^ IS..in ai.tl :i l.M.j i*..! f. ! t !i.. rui. 

ri'KjU'cthia Wi'imI'h li'it.-r ..n ih-’.•lOif. snitiia. a uf ..r i nui.; u-: t -.U'-a.i • f . 

toiMH at .N’fW y>>rl., lu ivhi'-li til i« i I'tjtmi* . liauu f. uuit, i i.?,*! ; .-mi 

jnauot'UViTM. 
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(‘hnuu’inn- liis oonrso aiul iK-conipatiyin.i*- nu' a >li"rl ili'^laiu-t' [(ht’l 
\va\' I was as to iiuliict' tut* tn walk up aiul tloun tlu' stitM*!. 

with him lOi' si sht)!'!, tiiiu'. 3 ha I'asa auil appari'Ul siiu'iuit v oi his 
luauiK'.r, as A^'('.ll as the- piaah'ul aih’ita' ha iJ,'a\a lua in ra.-.pi’ct to a 
luallar of hiisiiu'ss I hfou^iit to his luiliaa, uiua' so uiiiali in hai 
luony with (ha opinion I iuul always anlj'flaiiital of his nTi-at piod 
s('.nsa, Itliat Iha.yl aoiislitutad tha subjaal of luy rath'ations for siuua. 
(iuia, (lurino- wiiiah I aonhl not hal[) bhiailatinji; inysair that 1 aoiihl 
siiaaaiul as far as I fait-that I lunl in snlulninH- iny prajndiaa ayaind. 
a man whom I always thoiiiiiit had through niaans aartainly not. 
nin'Xt'aplioual luada his oxtu’tions tor my lUdaai. m 1S}() nnna tdh'a- 
t.iva than any othar iiurn'idual in his situation and uhom I su-.partail 
of ha\’ino’ dasijU'iiad lua. iinu'h harm in tin* transaation to N\hiah 1 
ajii about. It) ladar but. on whom tin' hand of daath ^tas now ; o \ i ibia, 

Aflt'r this brit'f noliat' of a truly n'lnarkabla man I prtn’aatl N\ilh 
mv afconnt of tlu' Iransaation I purptsf to ralati'. 

William L, iMaKan/,ia, of (’anadian mamory, was arra ti'tl, Irinil, 
and condt'iuncd for a \'iola(ion t)l our unutralily law.', in ls<>ih Ihr 
parioil tjf llu' Canada, disturbaiifcs, and was sanb'nrfil to iiupri on- 
numt for t'iiL 2 ,'ht.t'('n nntullts. lla appbiMl to ma 0) partloit ijiin anti 
his a|)pliaation wms aarna'dly siisfainatl by a larrv nmnln-r of my 
poliliaal frii'iuls as wall as by tithars, ra.-.^iilanb ttl Ntir!hai'ii Naw 
\'ork, Ohio, \’arinont. ami ttl liar Statas. 'I'hara bainy no prat>msi‘ 
that, ha was innoaanl. of lha. cliarjuu’ and luudn^t raason to appraluanl 
(hilt, his piirtlttn woultl ob.lruat panitin>r napotiation bi-tufaii n.. 
and ({I’t'jil. Britain, 1 rafusatl to intarfara in tin' nndtm' until ai’tar 
ha had baan in conrmaint'id. for naarly two (idnls of (ht‘ fima for 
whiah h(' was .santaiiaatl, whan 1 rtnuitta)! tha ra idin' <d tha tarm. 
lb' ('Uti'rtainail a hip;]i opinitin of his own ptilitiaal imptn'tanaa ami 
Wiis randarail imw implaa:dda by tha aoiir. a 1 hatl fall if my iluty 
to taka in llu' nnitlar ami in various ways iinnoiinaad hi: intantiou 
(,t> Saak ravanp,\'. I heard no inort' of him until I It-arnad tlmt (ha 
naw aoilt'alor, Mr. Curti-., hail yiian him a phiaa in tha Custom 
Uousta Tlu'ra lit'. siup:nlarly tmoufrli : oou found malarial* wiiiah 
h(' aiitl hi.s amployar.s (honp;iit wart* Mdliaiant to aau a ‘.rraat antioy 
anat' to my frii*nds and luy.st*!!’. " Colk'ator Iloyt who iuid baan an 
iialiva. ptslitiaiiin and busy atirraspondanl lunl laft iit an uj;par room 
of tilt' Custom lltiusa an ohl trunk aontainiuo' hi- priiatt' lattars 
and notes du', iiaa.iminhitions of many yaiir.*-. soma of (ham aar- 
liiinly of a free, thoughtIt'ss ami inflisarai‘l, though few, if any, 
of a vary aidpiddt' almraatar. This trunk wii disaovarad by or 
pointed t)Ut. to MaKair/ia anti rillatl of its auutants whiah ware pub- 
lisliatl ))y him in {)amphlat form.' 'I'o prevent tha sii.spiaion that (ho 

“ MS. V, i>. 80. 


nr \i\t:i'i\ v\\ r.niKX. 

iu‘\v ('!)ll(‘c(or li:ui cninuNtMi :»( tlu- I ran act inti ihr luu.L 
K'Kcr.-^ niailr a \i»liinii‘) tlnai.‘'ii jifinl'’'! iii ^ nrk. a 

arri’i-laitu'tl from an cvainina! inn aial iaim|tariMai «•!’ {hf I inakr n[>| 
was jtultli.-.liial a( Unalnu, au'l aa'- iva'l} (n i.c jnit in l irriila! imi at 
llu' (iiitf* of luy \'I'il In that rlty, althnui’i! nm i inal until aUt-r my 
(h'p.artiirc. Of llu-.i* jirnmliiiL’ , at laa t frnUi tin- fitm- ih.- !•a!uj•!^ 
h‘l was si'll! In lin-tmi, Mr. Wali-iar v\ as, haynml all ilniiht, fully 
infnnni'ii. Aiumia’ llm lattafs uafr savarai writttni h> my ••li ami 
snuu' of (lirui nf a mn fu Ifut ia 1 rha raft a!', ami ha {u’nhahl) ihnnrht 
that tha attaiitinu- lia hat! da iLtnail to Imw nm, il anlnaiilant ith 
a inihliaal inn of anuliilant ial latlar- nj a |tnhtia;il and j'ar "mil 1 a.u 
intX whiaU was I'Xjiaaiad ai'inii 1_\ tn ammy and mtuia ma, wtmid 
ha hntli awkward :imi impnliiia. 'W a uau*r maf aaain. I hat flu. 
wa^: tha axplanatinii id’ hi- <>iharwi a unaaantmtahla anmlm t I ha\a 
navar for a inmiu'id dmihiail. 

d’ha pitiful antarpii a aftar all turiiad mil \ary ditrarmtiy fi-mi 
wlial was aniiaipatad. .M\ latti a had hami thlina. a hst.iia (ns n: h 
lia witlintd. aaraftd anU iilaralinn id’ (ha atlaat tha\ miuh! pl-'dm.-, 
and midar (ha impra imi. natural tn tha .mt 'd’ par mi '-.hn •.-.i.nld 
ha aniiaariU’d in . nah a tian aaimn, liia| h>-a.iii >■ ih>'V v,.aa pm-, u 
lliaV mil 1 ha nn w i ni ll_\ . 1 ha /’anaial ait! iluant anaiti-d In (nair 

plihliaa I mn, nii tilt' part id hntli mv pnlihi’d «ippiai'ii! and ii an i , 

was (hat 1 attiild wall haw- atl’nrda'l tn dafia\ tha a .pau - id la mj' 
iiUL!'nut in ■ nail a fnrm, mv pi rtinimd thaani r,- p iudaiiaa, 

lint, (ha suhjaat nf tha raiaalmti uf ni> latluma! a at h» pun :S ■•tj 
nnt tn a far yraatar laiij'th than v. ill 1 l*-ar ha das.uad » -,au d.K , 
Still 1 aanimt di mi it withniit a wnial id aalmnw h-da nu-id ‘d tha 
faarlasMia. •, prnmptituda ami vvarm alntjUanaa ttitli V. il'.ah m? pal 
snlial aharaalac :ind nlliaial auuduat wara d'dalidad m tha SrU-ita h% 
friands: a paaiallv i • (hi nakunw lailjmiaiit dm- tn tha ui.'innM nl lui, 
ialnalltail friend I' nr \th from w hn a [laaah nn (?«aM. ai 1 maha 

llu* fnllnuin;,'' avfraat, (ha ananjidu tie tnjja id V, hli h, .ililm Im v. ,i 

nna nf Ihn a tinhlanian U hn Wnldd iml llattar (iir i,,i th.-!!' 

pnW at’: , i * aartalnl\ rai ad far al ua a m y ih- ai t m pratan mu n\ (ha 
ahivalria zaal nf |ha paakar in tha aau a nf an ah ant i'l uaid, iait 
upon wiiiali I nia\ ha parilmiad fnr plaainn the hijdc- t ^alua ha-ju a 
il y.r:ippla hnldl\ wiili a ahal'ra parh.ip Innia laiiafm.dU nsuad 
a^’aiirt ma than amiin.t any nthar pnhlia man m tlia anunh\ nl 
amir-a in m\ a timatinn viiilmuf aii\ ju tiaa 1 maan tha iurua 
impulatinu nf a aupaaitv and a di pn itinn fur pnlitiaal mliiinir. 

rail this Mi'.siiiii Im isiiahiUil v,,-. , uni i.juiu !•> Mr. \ an I’.iuaH; !a . fia-u-l, 
kuuw tliiil it wa-' jx'a ail 0(1 lilut !>y Iha PraJiiaui : und llt.d if v.. . i--'.--. ‘auf <, 

araaplaii til lha a.irua J ollaimnoU , o| !rj*«tdi wh'i a.i-la [.•« : if 1 .a,.'. J.;., 

nu)t{‘ hlH <(W‘U rajailatlull, aud mluUUil to tlia hnunr ulul ttrjfaia <1 lia- Si.ati.u. 


h:iu 

t fnc tha 
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1 will IH.I rollow, ruiilH'f, lilt' StMinlor’s lend. known tt> mo ns n politicinii 

and ns a man, aoliiin; (o,u;('(liof in llio Innii’ ol imlKionl ad\orsit,\, wlioii wo inul 
losl all Ind onr honor a wiint'ss of Ills inovoinoiits wlnni tdinatod m iio\V(‘r. 
and in llio possosshui of tlio oonrah'not'(d’ llu' ('Idol Maaistrato, and ol lUo ja'cai 
niajorilN' cd’ Iho poopli', I Inivo no\<‘r wilnoss(*d anidd in .Mi. \ an ItiiitMi wliioli 
I'oiiniri'S ooaoc'alinoni, [lallialion. or otdoriini innt'r an.\lluiu; lo li'-.son hi.s 
oharaoior as a palrioi and as a man notldipr wldoli ho ininhl not do.siro lo 
.so(‘ oxposod lo lh<‘ sornliay ol’ t'vm-y inoinhor of iliis Inuly wllli llio oalni oonii 
(Imioo (d' unsnllii'd intoyrily. Hi' is oallod an aril'td nnin a yianl td’ arliliot' a 
wilv inayioian. I'd’orn wlioin doi's Ik' roooi\o tlio.so n|ipnilirlons naino-;.' k'niin 
oiHMi ('iK'inio.s and pridi'iidod I’riiMids. In Iho inidsl ol all Iho oharsu'ji Ihut luno 
1 h‘(Mi liroiiydil atmlnsl him. In shapos moro vnryluir lhaii I ho.so «d’ ri'oloiiH, ami 
Ihlok a.s llu'iinlnmnal lonvi's llml .sirow (ho uilo of VaIhnnhrosa. whoro ks iho 
falso rriond or maii^nanl ouomy lhal has li\«'il npon him oiio dishonorahh* oi* 

(l('jj:radln?; ad'.'' It' InnoocMil id' arlilloo, if j.to\ornod by a lilnh soiot' id’ ..or, 

;ind n'ynlalln;;- his oondnol hy (dm-atod |irinoiplos. ihl.s is md uoiaiorlnl. hnl if 
lh<‘ rosnil of skill, id’ Iho (irs cflui'c tirlt in, ho innsi hi' moro oimnim: than (ho 
dovil hini.soll’ (o havo (hns awdih'd Iho .snuro.s id’ onotnl(‘s and Iho iroaohory 
(d' prt'londod frionds. 

II is ind possililo, Sir, lhal ho shonid havo o^soapod, had ho 1 a olhoi-wi;.(‘ 

(hail pnro. 'I'ho.so Ir.iioranl ol' his unrivallod kiiowlodno id’ human oharaoior, hi.s 
powor (d’ pmiotrallnf^ liilo llio ih'slyns ami doroallnr: iho puriMoavs of his ail 
voi'sarios, .soolny his rapid advanoo lo |inh!io honor.-, and popular oonlldonoo, 
Iniimh' lo art whal is a naliirai rosiilt id’ (hoso simple oaii.sos. i-Mram’dinary 
lalonl, nnliriii;;' indiislry, !noo;,sant vir.ilanoo, iho happlosi lonipor, whioh 
snoooss oaiiiiol oorrnpl imr disappointimmi soar; lho.*.o are Iho '.niiroo;. uf hi; 
iino\aiiiph‘d snoooss, Iho uiayh' arts the arlllioo.s of inlrio.no, to whioh oidy ho 
hns ro.soriod la his ovonll'nl lilo. 'I’hoso who onv.v hh'- .'.iiooo;-; iiia.v loam wh; 
dom from Ids oMiinplo.' 

' la Uio dclmlo la MsootilIvt- iir!i:.lnii. .lua 1 j«.,'I IP'alssI't' id I lol'iiII 'l, H, jd. I, 

i:m7. 


CHAPTEE XXXVI. 


ft ^ 

fi'1 


When I left for England in August 1831, Mr. Calhoun had just 
committed himself, in a long and laboured cxj^ose^ to the doctrine 
of nullification and his political friends were striving, might and 
main, to work the south in general, and South Carolina in particular, 
into a condition sufficiently phrenzied to induce a resort to such a 
remedy for the redress of undoubted and in my judgment flagrant 
grievances. Wlien I returned in July, 1832, at the close of the first 
session of the Congress, I found a bill for the relief of those griev¬ 
ances under discussion and on the point of being decided. They 
had succeeded by active and perseA^ering agitation in creating gTeat 
excitement in South Carolina on the subject, and they had, as it 
seemed to me, more from policy than from any expectation of re¬ 
dress, deferred the commission of overt acts until another session of 
Congress should have intervened. Gen. Jackson expressed a wish 
that I would do what I could with my friends in Congress to pro¬ 
mote a satisfactory adjustment of the matter, and I entered upon 
this pleasmg duty with a hearty good will. But the prospects of 
success were far from flattering. The subjects of the Tariff for the 
South and of the Bank Veto^ momentarily expected, for the North 
and East, were the most important resources on which the oppo¬ 
sition relied to win the great game they were playing for the govern¬ 
ment. If the question of the Tariff could be satisfactorily disposed 
of. General Jackson, in addition to being greatly strengthened in 
fdl the southern states, might reasonably count on carrying his native 
state—South Carolina. Without such a result, that, at least, was 
certainly lost to him, whether it fell to Mr. Clay, or not. "Wlien so 
; much depended upon the passage at the last session of Congress be- 

j fore the Presidential election, the policy of the opposition would be 

1 certain to defeat it. °The South Carolina gentlemen had, besides, 

I been carrying proceedings with so high a hand and Avere so much 

I flushed by the degree of success already attained that they could 

not, as they thought, afford to be satisfied by anything short of a 
! measure which should carry upon its front the stamp of triumph, 

i They were therefore in a condition which required that the gi’cat 



■fi 

i 1 


° MS. V, p. 85. 
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body oT (lu'ir jx'oplo should lu* safbdl(>d, if '.aliNliiul at all, a,irains( 
tlu'. will of llK'ir l('ad('rs. 

Tlia I^ill passail' ihiit. did iio( prodiua' (iu- bmiitf-t p(i!ili<'al <d}Vo| 
oMkm* lhaii |o (Miiboldc'ii llu‘ woidd-bt* uidiilicr.-'. Iha iiiajcu’ily in 
South ('ai'oliua ladiist'd (o iji,'iv(' Ihcif .-<uppo!i to Mr. ( lav, ihi* whi*,!,' 
<-audidati> for llu^ Pr(>sid('ury pm ad of prliu'iplc for uhii'li (hi‘\ 
wcu-r a ftoi’wards livid to a. strict, acrouulahility in tlu* hour of their 
lit most. lU'i'd ) hut. I lu'y W('ri‘ nevert lieh'-: not a whit hehiiid tlu* wldyv. 
in tlu'ir anxiety for tlu* d(*i'(*a.t ol l*r(* ident dai'ksiui. 1 he ayilalion 
of the* preei'i line'year, with millilieat ioii more ditinelly depietetl in 
the* for(\oroiind, was rt*iu*wt*d with fr(*uh \iy;our in all tlu* .eolith from 
tlu* day of tin* ad,jourumeul of t’oiiy're s to the p(*i-iod wlu'ii the n* 
suit, of tlu* I’resiileiil ial ele(*liou was Uiiowu, hut till without any 
o\'ert. arts. .Vl'tt'r tlu* eleetion had he(*u held ami the ree|ee(ion <d 
the President \S'a;,' a.'^et'rtainet! the emi\ (*ni ion (d’ South f’aroliua, 
pre\'ioiisly elio.M'ii, a:semhled; all farther lu*'-ilatiou wa laid a idt*, 
and the iueasur(*s of that body wert* a., hold and uiujualdied a', tlu* 
moN'emenl*'. of tlu* majority in the : late had h(*lort' ln-rii ruarded and 
<‘ireiiinspeet. A lar/A'e (*(immillee eoiiipo. ed <d the mo;.i di I in.*'m, heil 
meiula-rs of the hotly w aappoinleil on tlu* tir l tiaw (ti them 

\\as I’t*ferri*iI tin* ohiloxiou.*^: net of ('oiml’e'. , alul a I'on nieialioli o! 
tin* ri*nu*ily. d'hal-e(inimil-lt*e rt*]>oi'it*il on tlu* lollowin;*' morniim' an 
ordinaiiei* d(*ehirini'; sditl tlu* 'harill' hn*,, and mahin;* it the thit\ id' 
tlu* Leyislal tin* to pass all n(*ee^'ear_\ law pt present it eM'eutlon 
ill I lu*. State of Sold h ('arolina. 'I'hi ; orilinanee wa.eon iih-red aiul 
adopl<*d on t lu*. same da and flu* Lt*!.'e hit un* hein*'' in e ion forth 
with pa;-.eii a \ ol iimiiions act. I he pros ision id’ whi'-h. if I'arrled into 
(*lfeet,, would ha\’e completely ,npe!-. eded the powto’ of (he f ederal 
(h)\*(*rnin(*n|. in the stale of Sonlh (’arolina ijm-.tif the lass in i|ne;. 
lion; and for earryiii/i,' llu*m into eU'ei’l ihe_\ pledged the eisil and 
military pitwer of llu* .slate. It war. imt in tlu* poufi- of iam.oiai'e 
or stale .letion to pul the a lit Imrii ir..; of (lu* Ihmeial fhoeinmeid 
more absolutely at delianet* than wa-. liius done by th; heretofore 
des'oti'd and alway;'. e'allaiit ineniher of the i‘onfederaes, \‘iewed 
in eonne(*tion with the danyi*!* that the disall'eei ion, a , set nh; tan 
tiallv (*onlini*d to South ('arolina, inirrlit he ilill'n ed into the other 


southern slale.s .similarly .situated in respeet (o the 'raritf and the 
(*ons(*(pu*n( iieee.ssily of mxerlino the military power of the h'etleral 
< h)S'ernm(*nl for its suppression, it must lu* admitted lir.d a more 
a larinine; erisi.s in the alfaii*'; id' (hi*-; eount ry had neser e.xistrd iiu’e 
tlu* e.*-'.!ahrt.shtueni td' lu*r iiulept'ndeuee, 


. 14 , Port imately most fortunately for t he ss t*l fa I'e of i he w hoh* roiin 

try, South ('arolina iiiehmisc. and for the safely of the l•'ede|•:ll 

' 1 
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(, tlu‘ In*-! litipr (k n* f s\t* h;iil 

:il (his iK'i’ilniis iiKiUU’Jii a iit:ui al tiu* luah} nf (iial ( hiv(‘niiiuait 
who was ill aii rcspact{‘(lual to tin- ovipfiifif.-, nl' tlu* m-i'a inn. 'I’hc 
iiili'ii'rif V of iii'-^ uiofivfs, hi-' proM'fhial ri'ailiiu* . to a-, nun* 
lu'ct'ssarv n*sj)ou-il)iii(y, Iun iutoiliiAi'Hoo, jiii!;’nunt. a''(i\iiH' aiul 
liciiincss, (‘<*11 fc- (‘(1 hy loos no h‘ ihan hy Iricnil.*.. hi p" <•■ i<*n 

of (!u' I’uil i‘onli(iftic(> and alVoft ions i*l’ a \ a .t iiiaiorit\ of thr 
[K'oph' of jlu‘ Ih States, ao Inul htnai n‘e*‘ntly deiiton fra(«*i! hy tlu* 
.support (hey had ,L]!.'i\en him in th(‘ fai’t* of an oppo; ii ion \ iolrni an>l 
finhiti(Ted heyond aiiytiiinu’ hid’fiff (h.it period Knoun tii parti an 
wtirfiirr, {‘on.-.(it nted hi. aiapli* and rare < pm lifieat ii»n'. for th>- ilniu- 
hefore him. He wa . Iit'side •, in time-: of peenliar diilioid!} .ni.! dan 
^■er, eidm tiiid tapiahh* in hi-, earriaire and alua\.-; ma t<T of hi pi. 
.sions: with the fnlle'.t opp(*rtnnil ie to indne of him in the latter 
respects a-; eonneeted with (he ili-.eharn-e of ei\il dnt ie , I ha\e e\er 
felt ;uid said that 1 ha\e imt knovsn Idm tapial, d'ho e who will (ale- 

the I rouble t o retnl ids h-l i**!' to me diirin."' the v, hole of i he ei ii i. - 1 1 

period to which 1 refer will see (he <pialitie 1 h-i\e aitrihiileii (.1 
him .-4riidn^rly ilisplayed. He ••eined a!ua\ pi pan-d in •••■ t*. 
the full e\ieni td' hi; ilutie . hnl ne\er fa tei- uni- fo'.her ih.n. * 
indispetr ahle to the (‘tlieai-y <d’ hi act and the nee. fn- n| f-,.- 
pnlilie ser\ice. No man e\i‘r li\ed uith ].• . ih. pn :f,nii tn 
and if li(‘ ometime . ilenoum-i-d a har h pni ]m < nui ihejnih -, h. 

motives and aim were inuii iahli, eon i lent v. ;fh tfs,- ntere;jui in* 

lild.-'C which Wa lia!i\e tn hi-, heart. No {.-ii lepouni" th,- a'ti.e 
inierpo.'di ion of the I'‘t‘d<‘ral arui u .i known at Wa hiio'tnn, if t he 
opl'Ilillir of ('(Uil'I'e s (Jil tin* Itli of I )e< einher. t.j fs o. *■ 

taken hy Smith ('ar(»linu. 'rin* nhjei't was iherehtr*-im-irli unt-..- .! 
in (he i*re iih-nt' .Me ani*, in a proper puil hnt v. nh appHpt* nife 
iH'.Si'iwe. Bill ahno t iniine(lialel) thi-reafter the new . ant’, t-d t»f tie- 
pas-.any of the malinaiiee ami mi tlie Itih of I Ji-ei-juher, !h<- id.-m 
rhiel<.-;m! i lied his proi’lainatimi wliii-h wa a loan an.I u!»h‘ tine?* 
men! I'eaMudin*' mit tiie wlioh- uhjeet i*»-hire llie p«-ople; a enuf •• 
to whieli he wa. alwa). partial ami inUiie <» In (lie meat e\te5(i 

td' hi : eonlidenee in (heir s:itn-i»-i(y and I'ood en e, ‘j hat <In.-n.-uei.r 

Wa--; followiMl hy (he prompt di fiafi-h of portion- nf nol.t si i 

ol the I . State, fo ('ImrleNlon uiuler pi-eirii- ;n Irn.’iji.n,. ‘I he 

fip])o iliiiin (akiiur it fnr pranf<'il (hat tie- e in timfion e.eie ..f :< 

violent and indi i'reet eharaefm’, enip.,} p.r their tian lut mn to 

t on/^^ri'.ss, .Mthmiph a eninplianee with m-h a i-all ininhl jn fly have 

i'ei'ii dei’lineil a. ineoiisi tent with (he puhlie inter*- t. (he In-ttiu- 
limrs were tdrthwith and withont re ervi* laid lo-fore flmt hi..h 
and proved tn he sueh a. they miydit to he atul in all re peet -.ml 
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a}il(‘ <() llu' clun'acU'r of n firm li'it pruilciil (’liii-f t rate. 'I’lu*. 

(lisa ppoiiitiiKMil \’isi((‘(l iipdti linth Itraiidic.-. nl' llu* dppo-il idti hy 
(his (jis(‘ldsur(‘ was \'(‘ry u'l'cat atnl it Wdiiiil lia\(‘ lifcii wrll if tlu'v 
had j)ron((‘(I by llu* dccasioii h» make I lu'iii; eh i*'. heffiT aecjiiaintcil 
will) (h(> chai’aclur of (lu* iiian they had to deal with. 

'The pdW(“i's of llu* President under the exi iiiiy law haviny; lu-en 
('.xhaiisted a speeiti! nu'ssaye wa.*-; sent (d ('dnyre: ■ cdtiiaiiiinir allotlier 
full vii'w of the whole ;aihjee( with .-jieeilii- reediiimendation in 
l‘avdiir of (lu* yrant (o (he e\eetdi\e of tidilifional power and an 
(hority. (he t‘xei’eis(‘ of whieli Innl lieeoine iinavoitlalde in eoiist* 
([lU'iiee. of the slatul taken hy South ('arolitia in the pa a*re <i!‘ the 
ordinance and in the mean, her ieni latnie hail provided t'oi' earry 
iny i|, into ('ireel. This nie.-say.’e was etif in on ihi* liilh fd’ dan 
nai’y, (In* earliest allowahh* nionienl, hut :-tlll Iea\inf>' little more 
(lian six weeks hefore the ('Xjtiralion of that ('onyre . under the 
(‘oust ilu(ion. 'i'he time alloweti to mature the mea ure . of the 
(u)V('rnnien( and what was, if praetieahle, of .till rri'aler iinpor 
lance Tor (he [lassaye of . oine measure of relief h_\ whieh the 
lu'ci'ssity of a resni't to military force mirlit he niier i-tleih wa 
llu'refoi'f* t'xlri'niely short, d’he eidehrateil h'oref loll a . not in 
appropriately, introdiieed h) a I*enu; \ 1\ania Senator*. It wa, at 
lea.sl si roily; eiioiiyh for (he oeca aon, and drew forth a deh:i(e which 
(hrealeiied (o he interminahic and. in (he meantime, the llou e of 
licpri'seiiiativi*:. wei’c kept liiikerijii* Upon Mr. \’eVplank'. ‘ hill foi* 
dill modlheat ion id’ (he 'I'ai’iir. 'i’he 1 ha-.-iilen!, haviti;* exerted all 
(he powi'i' with which he w:is clothed and having' “a ked fi'om the 
proper department what wa . further w.anted. maintained the e\«*n 
tt'iior of his way nndi: niayed and undi Inrhed hv the elaniorou.s 
ahlise of faelions whieh, whih-i IlieV dilTefed /e/o ii[)on (he 

ahstrae.t. (|nes(ion of nullitieat ion, rivalled each oilier in lieapiny. 
tinder various jtretenia'-, opprohrinm upon the \enerahle patrioi at 
(he. head of (he yovi-rnmenl, w ho-e whole -ou| was etili. ted in the 
puhlie. eattsi'. I It* had at (hi. time, it mu ( he admitted, one feelini*' 
wliieh approached to a pa.s don and (hat ua ■ an inelinal ion to yo 
himself with :i rtlflieienj foree. whieh he felt a ured hr eoutd la! e 
in Virginia and 'Fi'niie- ee, a.s “o /;o,va-/ nauUtifus" of the .Mar hal 
and arri'.Nt .Mes-.rs. (‘allmnn, Hayne, Hamilton am! .Melhitlie in (lu* 
midst of (he foree id’ men which the ia'yislnturc of South 

Cjirolliui had authorized to he raifd and deliver them to (he 
ffudicial ])owcr of (he rnited Slates to he dealt with aecordim'- to 
law. 'Fhe readei- will find this project more than om-e fated in 
his letters (o me written rnnu nt< risLuiuK Ihtt not w ith.-.tamliny 

'■ .mTT. V. i). 1)1). 

' Ul'Ililtc hill Nil. .sa, "llll l’li)ii;. an Si :;!.. It bill 111 (iUlhiT i.i.niili- e.| Oil' 1 flull 

Ilf ilulii'rt III) Imeiuln. n WiiH InO-'iiltii-iil l>y Si*iiiilur VViKl.iiu \Vin„i(i'., .Uui l.'l, oa.'i, 
intHKiil iiiid tiiiiiroveil b.v Uie l’rcniili>iJl .Mar. a. 

^ UvtUtUl 0. V'el'iildUfk, 


AUToiiiociiiArn Y itF MAirrix van iu'ukn. 


\vlin( is du'i’t' said (he aticiupt wouid havt* been uintli* 'iwr 

in t’asi'. of dll' MTV liiidu--! tircc- - il v and wmild iluai luMi- !htii 
cxi'ciittMl wilh as niiicli stTupnliaismv-s and aU'uuMU'y as Wduld haw 
Ik'cii (•uusi,-.f(‘nl widi it- fciiaiii ai-fniiipli'liiiu-ul. 

W'liil.Nl dll' coiii' s' id‘ ('\cnl“> at W’a hiiiidnu wa:; a- t’av "urahlf a 
(•(lUld h(' ('Xpt'cl(>d uudci' -.iK'h iii)\(*l and Iryiny <’lf‘-inn taiH’c. tlu- 
Prwidnnl In'rainr iintiivtsl in additiniial ninhaiTa ninnl'. IVimi 
.-.((Urt'cs whifh warn for tin* ini)-,t pad fricMidly. It Ism iVoin lli«‘ 
(’(ininicnwnit’nl <d’ (lit* pi-(‘M*n( fcdiTal ini\«Tnnu*nl Immmi a (j|^*halahlf 
point wlicdiar tha (’oiad itniinn nndi-i- vliiah it ua; forint'd had 
li'an rrmnad and a lahli-iiad l)y tha panp!t> of (|u* I’nip'il Slah' . in 
(hair ayyrajL'ala aapaaity a-, niia paopha nr hy thain a. cili/.i-jr. of 
diHaranf and prccxi.l iny State, aatiny us (ha priiph* of the Mni-ral 
.'.(atas and inidar. tata authority. 'Hh* ra iilt rhaina'd In foilow (ha 
a;.( ahli.-hnuait id’ tha oiu' or (he olliaj’ mn t met ion, v.a:, (hat (ha 
raaojicidiion of tha lir ■( would .ar\a (o inarca a tha ii,iportruiai> and 
to swall tha pnwap id’ (ha l‘’adt<ral (lovaniniant and propoj-tionahly 
In datu’a . dio (• of (ha St a I a { h)\'U nntant.and o 'I lia 

old fialaral party wa , from tita iiauinniny tiia /aalmi adsofalr of 
(ha jiivd po idoii and (ha ra[inhliaan . id’ tha latti-r. Ihu o?! tha 
pra.-ant oaaa ion thara wa no iiaaa ,i(\ or pt titi.dila luofiM- for 
ndnyliiia' that qua (ion with tha ayifation of (hat of uul Itlla.n 
of itsalf .• ntliairndy di tnrhin;n 

'J'lia Prasiilatil'. proahiination, it i not (o ha daniad, i'.Moiirad (It 
fadaral idaa, not o unaqniv orally a. wa - piafandad, hut ufliaiautU 
(e> y;i\('. ran, a of ar,.;,( niu*a ina sin qiiartar antitlad (o ra paa{,aiid 
in whirh thara vur. niiiah anxiaty that ha : honid do wltat wa m ar 
sary (n praMuit tha no taka into wldah ha had liaru ird, witluaaj 
wrnny intaiition on tha part of any una, from hrin|,ic in fntnrr raliad 
upon as a praaailrnt, 'I’ha faat wa that tha wholrof hi naw (‘.ihniat, 
thonyh an ah la and pat riot ia body of man, had, w ith tha \inyla a\rrp 
(ion of (ha 1*0 turn tar (lanaral. Major Harry, a i.ary mmla t and 
nnohi rii'iva man, raaai\ad thair Tu' t poliliaal in triiatom in tha h-d 
aral .ahool. So I ha\a always iindarstood and still haliria tlia Tmi 
to hava haan. .MthoiiLdi I plaaad full aontidanaa in tho a yant laiuan, 
hii\ iny had tm itumn iilarnhla iiand in (ha aon Irnatioji td' tha ( ‘ahinat 
with a\ary raason to lialnwa {Intt no mamhar of it would ii:t\a haan 
salaafad ayain t my ramon tranaa a dtd’aran<-a that woidd naitha!- 
!ia\a haan :idiad nor avtandad out of an\ par onal farliny; of my 
own, hut .sprauy from a fhoroiiyh aon\iatlon I hut I would Inna haaii 
<jnifa acTtuin not (o havi* mada axraption to aii\ of lham if I had 
not hi‘an .nhla to *^siti-fy tha f*ra idailt that lhay wafa Wi-ll foimdad, I 
Was \at na\ar fraa iroui apprahaii ion that dllhanltia mifdit ai'isa 
from tliaf .soiiraa and did what I aouhl in o daliaata a mattar (o jiiit 
tha Pra-idatii upon hi; yuard. In inv ItdtiT to him from Hotidon 

liiots;',' \ni •!n 



546 


AMERICAlSr HISTOEICAL ASSOCIATIOls'. 


under date of the lltli of October, 1831 will be found the-*^^* 
fences: 


One word more upon the snb.ieet of the Message. Yon have takoJ' ♦ ^ 
ground upon the basis of a strict construction of the Constitution and it- 
only true and saving gi-ouncl. A great proportion of your Cabinet, altln»' ^ 

other respects quite the thing, are not altogether in that sentiment, aiK^* '' 
out much care on your part, doctrines may be suggested and adopted 
prophetic soul! ”) which would expose you to the charge of ineonsistei»**^‘*^*'j 
am led to this observation by xmderstanding from the Captain of the 
that our iiK>od friend McLane intended to recommend a provision autH* *''**‘^' 
advances to destitxite Americans in foreign countries to enable them to ***'’^ *' ' 
home. Now, although this is justifiable in the case of distressed seamoii^- ***** 
the power to regulate commerce, and to provide for a navy, I knovv 
authority in the Federal Government to extend that provision to our oil i‘i 

large.* 


f 

The Cabinet doubtless participated largely in the construe* 1 *’* 

the message and it was proper that they should do so, and the*. 
dent had other more pressing and more practical questions- <*** 
mind than speculative disquisitions upon the construction of tlit* 
ernment [Constitution]. That the nullifiers should with si v it in v 
seize upon those points of the proclamation which were at 1 * 11111 *’'* 
Avith the orthodox states’-rlghts creed was to be expected. 11 
the only ground of argument upon which they could sustain i lv**i>* 
selves and Avas in their hands a powerful lever Avith which t-<> m* 
large portions of the republican party who were inaccessible t irnir 
appeals in favour of nullification. But that those of the whi pc % 

Avho thought the crisis a perilous one, who saw, as they could 1 ml but 
see, that the very safety of the Government depended upon tl 1 * * I * 
ident’s being sustained, should seize upon this defect in his pi*< ><*1 u ina 
tion (for such in reality it was) to fan discord between him a iii I tin* 
great body of his republican friends who were as much opj-ioxfG a 
themseh'-es to nullification, could not with reason have been ant i»’i 
pated. If ever there was an occasion on which the recklcA.'-.' an*I 
unscrupulous spirit of imlitical partizanship should have sn(‘eumlH-.* 
to the extreme necessities of the public service,—^have f orapc *»11 * * it 
OAvn temporary and unworthy advantage for the sake of thc". j h-viu-a 
nent interest of the Country—^that seemed to be one of suclx a «*h:ir 
acter. But the leading whigs, hearty anti-nullifiers as 1114-^% 
and anxious for the overthrow of the principle, could not si 1 11 i«• 'u • nt i v 
master their partizan feelings to view their duty in its triif Urrhf 
Instead of taking no notice of the alleged discrepancy betAvcH-n fh»- 
President’s professed iDiunciples and those set forth in the ><• Ians 5 . 
tion they, as a general rule, did all they could to blazon it foT*t | j 
to thrust it in the faces of his alarmed state-rights friends. '’Pi i».' pi.» 
great meeting called out by the proclamation Avas held at 


' In the Van Bnren Paiiers. 
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(’ol. i\*i'kins‘ dIIcihmI (1u> I’csolulions and llaiTisnn (}i'ay Oiis and 
Danitd wen' llu' K'adinjji: oratoi's. 'I'iial liana', siioiild bn no 

room Tor niisund('is(andin»- (In'ir (h'sin’ii ((> m:ji<(' poid-iral capital 
Old of llial dociiiucid ihcy S(‘t forth Ihc r('d(‘ral cia-cd upon (.In' point 
rcfi'i-rctl (o almost iof/dtut nrl>'fs :ind ^•rcotcd tin* i’rcsid('.nl.'s la'coii;- 
11 it ion tvf it with a sinister, ail hail! 

John Ivandidplds rcscnlnicnl. at tin* inona'nt ajj;ains|. l*i-(>sid(',nl; 
rfuckron [kfompted liiin to st'izc upon llu'. l>oslon proci'cdinys with 
his fhai'aclcristii* sa^'acily and hillcrncss and csp('cially upon tlic, 
circitnr laiii’i* (hat the highly I’l'speetahle and w'oi'tliy oa'id h'lnan 
who Inul h('en seleefi'd to (dVer tlu' resolutions and tiu' elder the, 
leadinir sp('ak('rs a not h'ss esiimahh' man had hei'ii (h'h'yati's, 
on ht'half of Massaehuseltes, to Iht' 1 laid ford Convention, and to 
!'oiniil tiptm Ihc.'C proeeedin^s and (•ireunislane('.s tin', eliar^'i' i'.\- 
hihited in his famous Chariotte ('ounly resolutions. No man‘'nnd(*r~ 

• food lu'lter than he the inortiiieal ion and pain he iiilliefcd upon 
the true nu'n <>f \hr;i,'inia, whom lu' could not iialuci' to abandon 
Jack (HI. when lu* proclaimed, in his pecidiai'ly o;raphic lano’iiaijce, 
that the latter "had disavowed the principles |o which he own'd 
hi. elevation |o the Chii'f .Ma^i,--;! racy of the (toverninenl of tin' 
rniled Stale:, and traied'erred his real frii'iids and supporters, 
hound hand and fiuil, to hi;, and llu'ir hitieia'.sl enemies, the ultra, 
federalists, ultra tarll]if<'s, ultra internal iniproveuienl and Hart¬ 
ford ('onva'ut ion men the liahitual ^•.co!^er:; at Stale riyiiIs, and 
to their iiel rument, the venal and prostituted presA hy which tlu'y 
have emli'a Voiired. and hut too siieee: sfully, to inlliu'iua' and mi.siead 
pnhlie opinion.” 

'I’lie Cnit)!! mei'tin^ in the city of New York, at which the. im- 
posinj^ names of -lame’. Kent and Ik'ter A. .lay vva'rt' as-;oeialed vvilh 
that <d' their prominent pedilieal opjioiu'nts ^Valler l>own<‘, Saul 
Alley. Ahraham Hloodjrooil and I'Jdiul Holmes, pi'est'uted a p:rati- 
f\in;.'’ eoiiira I with llu* inr.fer proceedin^:;-; at Boston. But. thiv 
tridV jiafriotie ■ pirit of the resolutions lliey pa.ssed was not-, I am 
: orrv. to .a v, imitated hy the whip-; of Albany or by lhos(> from 
otla*r part of the .sfaft' wh<j wert' members of the Leyl'dalure which 
a' eiohk'f} a few daV;; thereafter. 1 rt'sided in Ihat city and was en- 
"•aned to dnie wltli mv t'xcelleni friend Judp* N'anderoel •' on llio 
tlay the proclumntion wie; received. .V <*opy wu:. hroue:ht. ill to 
u a hoi't time before dinner was, annonm-ed and, painfully anxious 
about it coutmit , I iletaineil the company -onie mimiles to enable 
me to r'omplele the reading (d’ it to myself befoi'e we, sal. down to 
ihe tahh‘. J'iie ulijeetioiiahle pa‘-:-:n«jfes pri'senletl llu'iuselves stron|,rly 


a itMi.j.i. 11 e>'ikill'. 


.VI,s, v, p, it.a. 


“ Aiinm VfiiuIiT|iiifl, 
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(d niy mind ni flu' instant and tlu* dtida-*, ffad-nr my f.-rliiu-- in 
niv cdiintcMianiHM a.-'Ki't! nu\ with ihf iiu|>ai ictu-f that I•finii..,-,! to 
his natnn*, whether there was anvihiin* uruiir ni it. t>> uha-h. as 
his cdiiipanv were of vanoii- pnlifie . 1 niadi- an e\;i:i\i- ii’fdw \,s 
soon as th(‘ diniuM' was eonehided he tdoK ntr ;t id*' alui |n’!* otl 
me with inerea-asl eaiaie^tne hir an esjilanat am. 1 (him ..t.iteti 
to him v\ ithdiit re. er\a‘ my apiirohim iim . id (ho »\itmt to whieh 
a ddciimeni, iipdi! tin' . neec . »)!’ uhieh u mnrh dt*|n'jided, WDiild 
in all jii’dlialiility ht* weaKein'd h\' it ^ umwer arv .i ortjon of due- 
trines regarded hy the repuhliean faith a {M)!ili>Ml here ira. 

AKhdnu'h the desei'iidant of a tdr\ am'*' t r\ asnl roaml in the 
fi'derai .'.ehool, and until a .•Imrl time hrfort* {h.il thiM diu* of my 
ahlc'd. nurd per.-everiny and mo t deeideil uppiimait , fh.- dnd'U' had 
emhraeed our ran e \ufh artldiir and ineeiat) and udltei'-d to it 
tlirtiiiyh the rest (d' Id lih'. Hi elrar and iidtdloct uas 

iidt ; lo\v in appreln'iidinji ami nppreeiat inn (he ground ‘d m\ fear-, 
'[’he rdlldwinir extraef frotn a letter written to me h\ Mt. MeLaiie. 
(hen Seerelary id’ the 'Trea nry, a feu da) after the peeial me. 
.-aye whieh jirodneeii the h'oree Hill w at-'. . en! in and a feu week-, 
r.fter (he 1 h'lietama (inn. v.il| h'*w iiow well ni\ upiuion in n* peel 
[d (In^ latter iloenment were appreeiati-d hy the t‘.dt.uu-t at W'a hiii'' 
t dll: 

W'.’ial tliilik Jnll •'! llio >{•• . M»m' • Ueurc just! - -.me- fttxit.-lM iM (li,- 

I'riii iitiiiiit ii'H. ^llu ii.ii, I Mipiii'-i-, ofti .•,! si-.i. «»in n-.h-s m m ill. !.nu<Ii<.j liioi-. 
fitid tail! idl (he ’ sic. af (hu( dHHi-‘ 

tliidye A anderptie! and in) elf were Intifed (o dine uith Jiidr'e 
Wiindwdl’th the next (hi), where We nicl ,! lidne Spelierr vloi had 
Idiu,*' hefore returned fn (he rank-, (d' the pait) in uhndi hi politiea! 
eareer wa- eommeiieefl and wlun imtuitli (andinp hi .iite.id\ ad 
\aneed aj 5 i*, wa a. \ idleiit- in hi- juirti an leelitii’' .ind a omie t and 
.'•iiieere in hi ennxietion.s as he had ulwa) . Inam nmier wii;d«‘v*-r tlay 
lie foiijLdit. fur hi . whdh' poUtleal eareer wa an ime,-.i inn !»-dth‘. ll 
was nut IdJ!."’ hejnre he broke ollf, u (th hi . 11 alal \ehen(ene(\ in prai . 
iny the Ih'e ideiil' prdi'huuatidn uddre inn hiin.elf to me aem , 
the (aide, Ihniuir had u limy and varieii intereuni e wi(h .bidye 
Speneer, ;.dmeiiiues as friends and nt other time a . opponent , whieh 
has ali'ead) hern laryidy .spolnm of in tiii . lu.mmir, I wa noi a( a lo 
for the tniMl it would la* most expedient to yivf. fo the di ei| ion Ilf 
WH. nhvioiisly determined to provoke. I therefore aitl to hmi. in 
.‘iihtanee, and af oiu'e, that the proehunation wa, an adiuirafde 
paper, ill all la* peet*. -ave om*; well ealenlated to j.romotf the im 
pnrtaiif ohjeel its lUitlmr had in view, and that it atforded me miieh 
sati.sfaetion to find liim -o zeulom in it upport : (he exeepdim to 

< McJaiic |ii Vfin Umcii, .Urn, (s:::;, jn flu- \ mi iiutoi e.n.. . 
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whirli 1 alliuU'd, 1 said,'.'oiisislod of soiiu* sja'cidalions in whicli Hit'. 
])a[)i'r iiiduiii't'd, as i (iioii‘>ii(, imni'ct'ssai-ily, rt'spt'ctinjii,- ilu' oriii;in 
and t'diisifiiclion of Hit' IVdt'i’al f'-oNt'riiiiu'id, in ivi-ard lo whifh I 
fi‘i’(HU‘ons grounds iiad Ix't'n (akt*n, l)iil, as tlu' I't'romnu'iida- 
lioiis i( coiUaiiK'd \vi>n^ wt'il wairantcd, wlu'tlu'i’ all its llu'orit's wt'i’o 
sound (,n‘ unsound, I liaistt'd lhal li’cidIt'im’ii likt' him and luyst'!!' who 
wt'i’t' t't|ually soli<‘i(o!is f(H’ llu' siicft'ss of Ilu*. ^ovt'nuiu'iii in tin', ini- 
porlaid ntalit'i’ in whicii il was (-nyyip'd, would fncl also oiii’ tiuly (,o 
avoid wnakt'iiiny; i(s aian hy iio'okiiii^ disnussion (d‘ an ahstrart point', 
and 1 fi'rt'i’i'cd with approliation to (hi‘ ('Xft'llt'ut- oKamph'. which hatl 
iiccn set in (his n'yai'd hy his friends, (’hanct'lloi' Kt'ul, Mr. rfny and 
tlu'ir assofial('.s td’ New York. 'Pin' was n\'i<h'litly not', a lil- 

th'. ni'lllfd as vo'll m; ninl ai ri ass(>d hy (ht' niU'.Kpt'ct cil N'iews I hatl 
{'XprcM'.ntt. tlr knew \cry well ihai ! would not- a.-.si'ul. to tin* por¬ 
tion of the doct rinns. of ‘.lu* prorlamation rnfciTcd ((> and hn had 
hoiH'tl to preripitatt' an ar'ouucni. upon the point wliich conid iiof, 
Uiuli'i' (In* circumstauft's In* otlu*rwi;.o than liupicasanl. to nu'. huf. 
whicii he pcrci‘i\'cd could iio( then he. hroiie-hf, ahoiil., Ilis whoh', 
(h'Uicanoiii', a.-; \\'cli a.- lhal of ••:c\cral of his friends at (lu' lahh*, e':ivc 
iu(‘ a foi'chf.le (d' uha( we iid/rhl e.v[iee( al Ilit' iuee( i uy o f (lie leyis. 
hit lire dni'iii'r the eii, nine- week. 1 fore.-siw from (he moment, llm 
proelaiiiation appeared lhal il would he ; ei/.ed upon hy (he whiys 
lo tlitide ihe I’re.idejit am! my.self, who had ju.s(. heen eleeled on (he. 
.'•aiiie liekt'l, and (o force upon oni’ polilieal friends in (he leyislat.nre 
a di iMi ion in which ii would ht'cinue ihe duty of llu' ri'piihliean 
uieiuhi iVi lo iuipe.aeh (lie polilieal orthodoxy of an imporlaut. .slain 
papt'r \ ho.M' authoi’ (lu'y had sup(>t>r(ed and eonliiuied to sn[ipoi’t.. 

Aiuoiiy llu' (ir..t propo.sifitms, aiminy (o iiroducf'. (his eimiplica- 
(ioti, was a. re.-'.oliil ion oll’ered hy Senator Seward,' de<da rat i\'t‘ of Ihn 
■seii.-e (d (lie Stale Seiiale lhal “the Presideiif of tlu' I'liited States, 
ill hi.s late, proelamat imi had advanced the tnu' firineiples upon 
r.liieh oidy (he roii (ilulioii ran he inaiiitaiiied and defended." d’his 
re.sidiitioii wa'. ree.'arded ii.n iiisidufiiis upon its fact', and therefore 
inderuiilely po^.lponed hy a vt)tt» td* lit to 1) al! ihe supporters of 
(ieiieral Jaek-onV admin isl rat ion vofiny for (he- posi poiieim'ut. t'.x- 
< epi three w ho wen* convert-, from (he federal party, a siynilieauk 
: iyii of (he oriyin of tlu' ohjeelionahh' ehiuse in (he. proelama!ion. 
.\n( ieipat iny kindred movements in the House of ,\.ss('inhly, 1 ad- 
\i ed oiir friends to rai.se a join! eouimilti'i'of hoth IIoiisi'S, (o whom 
mii'iit he referred all similar propositions, and w1\osi* duty it- .should 
he to report Ihe eie'^' <d’ (he leyidaliire upon the. whole subject.. 'Phis 
w:e. dole' and Xathauiel P. 'Pnilmadyc', (hen a recent, eouvi'ii from 
ihe ('liiitoidan parly, was placed al ils lu'ad. I [irepared Uie, ri'- 
port and reMilutiojis wdiieh were prest'iited to (he (wo Houses by 


Wi!ll;ilii il. SrWiiid. 
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tilt' jil’nti ciiiituiilli'r. 'riic n*p"r! ii tnh < 

liirlttiA (►!’ flu- (|tif 4iitn uliifh ha.i Itt-fU im' i-i'i ijp' 
{ion ;iiii| (li'po^^‘^^ of il HI thi' i • »1!'tu f [';* 

''Till' i!i,'’'ti>ry !<> f!ii‘ ft-'* I-'if!; 

haM drawn I'l'i'di t'lnnlift-.u' . in '.-it ‘ > -A . 

I'dlMiHi! tff iiiir.ht In- n-'Mfdt il a h n in.;' fuaffni .‘to 

wifi, tip'Mi (h:- ahi*-. widj t!*-?. . - <■ ?■- 

Itriflly. i»ii( lianl-.l.\, laU' Ihf.r '“W! 

’i'lu' t'h:i i',ti'!i-r I'i . '!;■ t <•. c . la-i A, ■■ t' r {■ . i a.- 

la W Iiii'Il the !'i-fifi. ■ f ’nil W ' !' • m * f . 

a luailcr •'1' or !<• ' ' a-'s '<*■ , .-i , 

I’.m* liffti ill ■ Miiir li' ii! f i h;. .. * < :t..i 4; ■ > 

i iJ'tM iJlhlf •'!' .'ill- t'fj; fiOj!!..'. ;a4 K; I - , ‘I 

il.. 1. * .-ii'!.' i-i. . . v.ii > . 

li\ ihlif! r’.i. I'l-i ..•! l! ■■..•Ui- Slt.f .I-;-.., a : , . • - 

: ' a a.-; !.! t i ! i , . O'li ; ' ; ‘ ; < ! !i.- ■ ' 

! I lifi i . lai nr:* , i.s. <•, 1 il ■, I ha ; >> la * . 

til //i- I ■•.)«;<>. ft'-.x-a )<' Aj. 

, itjrt, t;.i ( ( !i..‘ I. ! .a.iii-,' d..- ' ih » ; ■ d 

H’l'ili it I, i:ia'Ul r-'i < ! ihh- Ss.ii : «■ f ‘ * >■ 

(!li< niuip.ui, I’ar :f i. Ui'H »■ ■'.!»■! ».i, i. ‘ 

uaa •aililiii! (i il fu Itn- .t if<- , {! H.' th ; •<■< i*, • ’ 

i i ! he !•', al.ili ! t i>‘U W i.a h i , ah i-i. ,4 {i-,* [ f, , a < 

hva l.ifiira, hirh li. ,ia'"..dv o-iisn! ll-i- l.‘-i .a ■ 

ri till. a-. i.l Hj.' It na "‘‘.iti- ■ ;!_ t s ,i-', • > * , 

will'll till- I'-iIi-Im! f ■"11 ■ 1 j l)f i"I I I'ln ' I'.lli-*! l-al 

cHla-r lu dii-ir la-.a hilm'- , I-I ja * '•hj i. *, Ih •• 

(ill* ia arui'u-id r;ui .I’.-a.- lx- in.ah- 1 ? ' . u .<i, i ,■ 

(hi* i*l t-,« Utlth* (■I'.'i'i!' hf'il with t (I ; , a" >1 >! a . i i ‘ 

li\ "lia* I'f (fa- 1 llili-ii '-a 

UUlui'i-l . '•( Os'f. I- ! la-ai a,;. , ■ • 

wlllixiil !•' Slit-Ii .-naa. !, -It*..- isMilt.i: !$ 

dll' t ‘>-11 (llUlii'H <■! da- t lofi-il df iff - wa, 1 - !:!•.: I.. 4 
i|il!'i-i rul -lair, \<Ai da- .au** •■ainaril-, d. .? ' > 

1 I-•I"-*’!. 1 I' .S(.j(i-. V.i'l'- f‘ A !i-.i Ja-i! , aSliii, il . {!:»• 

Ui i 1"'1, w idi dll- •> iSiii-- tuaili U-i-t- hi n- jh ■ * ^ 

inirU'lr'l !»> In- ilrii-,1 1 «| {n dif iriii’.ai t i ■ 1 S<! j i--<! (' 

Ili.f’i I" !><• ;iiI'llai'ial l>» (Sm* .t»|a|.finn t.f •• '-f (?. a 

di(- I'ni. liliidii':; i-i-ii!(><r, h 1; iixt t!i«- •• 

ill ■"11 •, '1 hi* j'li'ln.r (<i< iS-Imn .oi'l !«•••.! i a-l i><u .-f ti. 4 ' 
}if i!ji<'>'(ly aljS'iiy ill, dn* i»>u •>(’ •■'idu-j 

'I'lii- I MiHii.i I'.it d I- Wind*! .'!mI Stidni'iii I- whih -a-ia, 4 
;iii|-,lU aljii H*Illi<U'-(l .illt't' I (if (!»• ,'••(.i(i' , ill J'<- JH-! 

linUi I'f dll* ri'}ii|>..i'(, jnlylil, jiiiWi'n-r, In* \i-;> ilifTioi! 
I'fy.i riU'il a-i law t-i rfru jcu'di'-i nf du- ^■lllu[l.i>•^ a-in*,; 

rirl«( , Hi', .11 fnnnhu: uuly hult’K t iiiiinati* I'xitii-a >( M.. 

jH'n|ih* Ilf dll* 1 iiUilt S(;!t<-'4 (Uiu yhitn; ii iiri-i-i'uih i on 

ilti'iusiiial iiilr w idi thf fi'iitus- lUnl lU-.lyu nl (In- 1 <1 

<i!M'r''ll u*'-; Ilf I'l'liiiuii w lili'h Ji.m* lui’-i-K u!*i'a (!>;■■ .>if.|* 

111 ' 5i" a hdHrli'ii 'i isi'i MriHny fu fhi-ir lihliji-ui <■ ui m ,,i 
dll' Jisluiln t‘f dinat* will! wiili'i'liiin dii-ut. III .1 filllirisi ‘.h 
limrL'i Ilf aUdlufil I. IiflWiTlt du* li-ijM-rd; i- a,,.,,14 
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I'iisil.v iii:iil(‘, mill tiu' ln'sl »«viili‘iic(* nl’ :i (•orn'cl' ;ipiii'i'ctn(iiiii nf Uio imturi* 
mill ili'sifxn i>r I 111' s.vsli'iii h.v ;i [uililir M^^'ll^. Is (i» iic rmtiiil ill llii' fi:i'.iii'r:il 
lii'm-liij; of Ills iitlli-ial ai'ls’. If Ills I'lHiiluct lu' rliarm'U'ri'/.i'il liy a ilasiri' (n 
ailuiinisli'i' tlii' p:iivi'nuui'iit, uimit Uii' iirluciiili's whirh liis ronslUui'iils liavo 
I'ii'rli'il, ami by n ili'li'niiiiialinn to ri'innliali' llm ilmmiTous hrri'sy (hat Ihr 
('iiiisl 11 iitinii is III 111' inli'i'jiri'li'ii, iini !iy tlm well nnili'fsloud iiili'nlloiis of 
Ihosi' will) fi-aiui'il ami of lliosi' wim aiioploil i(, bill by what fail bo mailo 
oiil. of 11s words by bifioidoiis inli'i'iiri'laliou ; if lu' liom'slly lioliovos llial Iho 
pooiilo an* llio safosl, dl']losi(m•.^• of ]iowi'r, ami arts iip lu limi bollof, by ('vliifiiifi: 
mi imwlllbiym'ss lo oxoroiso mit.iiorily wlilfli was no! iuloiuU'd lo bo j^rmilod, 
and wlilfli Iho Slatos and Iho lu'oiilo mlKlit- noi, on opoii aiiitlioallon, bo 

wlliin;.!: lo Kraiil ; If ho has sloadUy opiiosi'd Iho adoption of all sfhonios. 
howi'\ or inajxniliooiil and oaiilivalinfj:, wliloh an* not warranloii by (ho Con 
slitnlioii wliloh, from (lio iiu'qnallly of Ihoir bonollls and Inirllioiis, an* oal 
onlaloil (o sow disooril whofo Ihoro should bo union, ami which aro too fro 
ipionliy till* olTsprlni' of dial lovo of porsonal milhorily and aKKrmulizoaiont 
which men in power timl il so dilhcnli (o resist ; if Im lias dono all in his 

power to arri'st Iho Incrcaso of monopolies, nmlor ail circnuisluncos so ad 
\orso to public llboriy, and tho cipia! Iniorcsis of Iho community; if Ids 

olliclal carcor has hoou ills!iiipnishcd Ii.v niicoas-inp assiduity lo proinoto 
ocoiiomy in (bo pulillc oxjiomUlnrcs, (o ri'ilo\c llio people from all uniiocos 

sary buriiiciis, and r:om'l•all.^ to prosorvo onr rciiublican syslcni in (hat sim 
pllcliy mill pnrily which \\oro Inlcndod for il nmlor which il. has hllhoi-to 
been so succossfni, by wlilcli il can nloiio bo inalnliiliiod, mid on accouni of 
which It ha.-'i, nnlil lid.*; luoim'id. slood in such onviablo mid !,;lorious con- 
1 rust wllli Uio corrniil. of (ho old world; If snob bo llio (races of his 

I llicial course, and If In uiidntalnlii}.; It he shall ha\o Iniprcs.'iod all mankind 
with Iho cotivlclloii tlint ho rofpirds as iiolhiint, con.si'i| non cos which are merely 
in'r.sMinil to hiiiisolf. whi'u they come In coiidicl wllli duly to Ids couiilry. liio 
people of Iho rnllcd Slates will no| iloiilit Ids nitaclimont lo (ho Iriio priii 
ciph'.s of (hat Coustilnllou which ho has no faltlifnlly ndudni.slorod and so 
nobly .supporicil. Such llm coiiindtiia' take (irido in sayliir: has been tlu' 
olliclal coiifHi'' of our pi'csenl Cldof Mayislrate, a conr.so by widcli, In Iho 
oslimallon of Ihc pi'ople of lld.s Stale, ho has oslaitlishod for hlinsolf Im 
pefl.shablo I'laim.'-; tii ihoir yralItmio, i'o.s|«'<'t, mid eontldonco. 

'riio coinmilleo have ilnm explained Ibolr views upon die sovorni doilcalo and 
deeply inlerc*:dud nuosliom: before lliont, With du' frunUness which bceumos 
lilt' .‘olemi! occa.sbm on vvideh (hey act, and which should always cluiraclori.so 
ibe movements of a ^>overei;'n Sluto Upon mailers involvim^ iior rolutioiis with 

l. er :.i'.|er Slates. In dolin'; .no die.v Itavi* foil II (o be their ilnl.v to vlmlicalo 

m. d explain the pidldcal principles which are onti*rlalnod by du'in.'iolvcs, and, 
a tiiey believe, l>y a niajoril.v of the pond poopli* of llils State. In Iho perform¬ 
ance of dii.s pe! of Jn-.tice ami <iuly, they have ondeavori'd lo avoid all impn 
lulhiu.'. upon the modv'e.s of tho.';e who tiniy differ from them, 'rite .same 
indepemleiire ami toleradmi vvhieli they elaim for 1 lieiimelve.'i lliey are dlspo'ied 
to exleiul to olhers. ,\ndd-.( llu' coatUef of bderesls and feellm.'.s with vvideh 
tliose vvlio are eimrped with die I'omlm’t of iiiililie alTalrs at dil.s inlercsllni^ 
crl.'.i i are oldired to rirm.nde, diere Is haiipil.v one nplliiou vvideh has iiol 
yet mel wllli a ilis'eiidnp voice In all the hind; ami whleli 11 Is fervi'iidy lioped 
bi (no deejily linplanleil in the ndmls alid liearl.s of Iho people lo he ever eradi 
eiileil. It i’l a dioroiich eonviedon, limt nnareh.v, di'pradutIon, and Inlermlmilde 
di*.(i'e'.s will be. mm ( be, thi' linnvobhible resnit.s of a dissolalioii of dm union 
of du-.e Slates, .\‘.Mirtated With lids umlenialile and imdenied Irulh, and prow- 
lay out of il, there are, vve irmd, two otlii*r .si'iitlineiil.s of eipml universality—fi 
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(U'li'rmiiuiliim hi inninlain tlu'’ uiiidii at ail hay.aials, and a \vil!in;'in':-;s to malu' 
lihi'iaii (•(iiici'ssioiis, nay saiM'ilici'.s, I'ar tin* |)i'i‘si*i'\'alinn ni iinarn ainl n'i’i|iriiral 
fj,(Ki<I will ainnnj;’ ils lanniiici's. hiinii tliis .m’nal cniisiTvalivc iiiallnnn al! sin 
cta-c fi-ii'iuls (if (ill' TTniiin, all who hoiion atni (niiy rosju-fl tin- jiariiin; ailnnmi- 
l.ion of tin- Kallnn- of liis (louniry, nil who pn-h-r that i-oiiniry in tln-ir own 
nniiiil ions \'ii'ws of jn-j-soiial a.i^.a'i’iiinli'/i'nn'iit, anil who ai'i- (lispit;.ril (o nivc (o 
IlK- Mx('i-nlivi' of (In' Unih'd Stiih's a i-ordial and i-Hicinnl sniiporl, cnii iin-i-i 
and aft in confi'i’t; (o proinoto (In- ;j;'i'fal('s( of all (-ai'tldy utijcrts. Ui-ri- all 
may (-ai-n tin- t-ndnrlna' n'Sjii'fl and fontidi-ni'f oT tin* pooph-, liy an lionorahh- 
sai-r'dii-i- oT iic-rsonal tind iiarty h-i-lin.as on tin- altar oi’ iln-lr coniiti-y's :,ali ly. 

nia.\' iliiTfi- as la llii- liiui-, tin- nuiniu-r, or (o ila- i-xtoiit of iln- ntfa-airi-s 
to Ik- (’ni]iioyt'd, wln-lln-r of fom-lilathai or fooi-flon. It cannot ho (-xpi-oloil at 
tlu- in-fsi-nt crisis, that honest and nnpr<-,indii-cd minds sinuiid idi li.ip|n-n 
to arrivo al (In- same conclusion; hid such dift’eronecs should not oc.-a om 
in-art l)In•ninp^s, imicii less n-sonliin-nts. (hn- riitln-rs dilYci-cd in lila* manner 
in (In- estahiisliincnl of one <lovoi-nnieni, and it is in vain I’o" n; to hope i'im- 
exemption I’rmn similar emharrassiuents. 'I'lie causes whicii produced tlu-m 
laivi- iml yel ceasi-tl to opci'ate; tin-y have h'-on planted h.v the haml of nature, 
and (-annul in* entirc-iy i-(*movci1 b.v Unit of malt, 'riutso, (u vvho i- vahu* and 
ilisiider(‘sleil patriotism wo ni’i* imh-lucd for lid-; chuinie; r.v- icni under which 
\\(* have so Iona: :ind mi haiiplly lived, overcame thi-ni h.v luuimd eom-e-.slon 
and coinpromis('. If every man looks only to his own iuh-i’esi, m- evi-r.v State 
h' ils own (avorili- policy, and liei-ts upon ilu*m, lid-; rnion eaimoi he pro- 
servi-d. W(- must nol ih-ci-ive oiir--elvo.s upon lids point, or ■ uh'er o(licr% lo 
(i(*c(MV(‘ us. Our errors, in lids ri*;'pecl, ma.v h-ad to eeit-.eipicitce-. v.iufli can 
nevi*r lie r('c!illcd, tind ovi-r which wi- :nid our poracrlpv niav have occn-.lon 
to sln-d lillh*r letirs (d’ ri*penlancc; we nma lake Ididu-r coun el than tied 
whicli is di-rlV(*d rrom our pockets or our p;is,siiiir.: \\i* mu I oc Just, and, if 
m*('d li(‘, /a-m'rons; and fin* ii(-(-p and overpowerine; atlaciam-ni of tic- are.'it 
mass of tin- (ii-ople lo the rtdon, tin* lidi-lily, em-ray ;md forlilude of ihelr 
clniracler, dirc-i-led liy tin- llliisli-loiis man ^•o prov idi-nt iall.v al llie head of ihe 
(lovc-rnim-nt, will etirry us :::d’ely throiieh tlie dam-era which Ihrculen our 
lielov(-d count r,\. 

Tilt' Ivi'poj’t wths iiiKidandt-dly ihe iittliifh'tifInn tlucti’lne 

rcfannineinled ti j-tMlncIion of (Ite jariH’ and llie oli er\iiin-!- 1»\ Iln- 
dduh-rnl ({ot'prnnu'ut of a spirit 'd’ eoni-eo.-ioii and i'orlleafancc a • 
lonm :is praeli(-al)l(' and wan aet-oinpnnlt-d with re .olniioii . for i-anw 
iiio- (iu'.se vievv;: into ('llVet. ficr umny idhn-ts to stave, otf nr iinaltfy 
llie exprt's.sioii o]' tip' seii-e (d’ the Senate that l»od\‘ eiun-iirred in the 
o'l'neral eojieltisions of tin* <'oiinnittei- hy a voti- of Ld'» to ti, and on tluv 
speeilie resolntioii in favoriif eoiieirnition hy a vote (d’hs (o I. '‘'riu- 
rollowin^ wi're ainono' the nnnieroiu eoininent”. upon tile Iveport 
made hy t he pri'ss: 

Kroin tlu- New York ICveninm Post. 

''I’liis (hiciimi-nt is drawn up W(‘ }n’(' happy lo .-iny with an aldlily cipia! lo 
the momeidoiis and iiden-slinc (pn-slions ‘uihmilicd lo (he coiuiidllcc, ami di :• 
ciiss(*s ihcm in a lirm yet conciliatory lempcr. Wc iicod imt i-ntcr at pri-o-nl hi 
(o :m analysis (-f a slate paiu-r vvliloh will ia* mdvcrsiittv ii-ad, further than to 
sa.v lliJd’ vvldisl il )irot(-sls icjainst, Ihe doclrhic of iiulllli(-alIon as aimn-htcai and 

" n,v tin- (liiK- thin Vdt'i' was t(da-ii (In- Wldrs hud nlilutin-it tiii'nriiinncn t>i’ Mr. i liiy u 
iiitrallon to cniuiirnmlHi-. 
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(k'uii's llinl s(‘i'('ssi(>n is n niKtiniM;':cil m* routh.\ llu* cmm lt{u 

lain, il in'cniiUiU't’S Ilia 'i’nriH Hill (if Ilia list Na.-r^iun an iuailaii'uila imM-.ui'a 
(if railrass niui a\]ii'assas a dasifa ihai a lai'lliar iliinhinl Inn nf iluliaa liia> ba 
iiiiiiK'tilalaly adniitiui. 

From (he. Alliany Aryie- nf l ( I'’ahrii:iry, TJaporl mi Xulli 

(iaadon, S(a(e. ri<i;h(N An, Aa. 

A\'i‘ naaiipy nlU’ aaiiinuis (his iiinniiin' iiaariy ('■xalush idy uilh lid; !m|Hiriaut 
Jilllilia diiailliiaul U|inn nil llit' inililla <jU''sl injis nf wliiah It i, a in.. ,| miiirt and 
alih‘ aximsit lull nf (In' nntuia' of niir iinliijcnl auiiijiaai flm nnajii tMi'liaa 
Ilia |iii\vars aasiiaal h'aly nf tin' Slala and I’'adaiM! l an ai niinail , NuiLu- ai mu, 
saaassinn aiiii ri'in'ilhni i( 1.'' (In' .snuiid ra|tnliliaau dnalrlna nl niin-iv a.afn 
till' arai'd of lha lii'iunaraay In Ilia dd tiliia> and al ail lin.c'i \\ a ii«.f 

linn' In day In say all of lids hnalualda sluh* i.ahar wld.ah If and lh>- ai.-.i .Smi 
saani In damand a( mir hand.-;, \Va ••hall raaiif in it tunanjow, h ut!l oi!..- Ua 
piaat' in Ilia itniiliaal n-ani-ds of iht' .■niiiilrv !i> ila' .'.ida af ih, \ ivrin.n and 
K(’nliu‘J;y liasnlnlinns and with .Madiann’,-. Itapnri. and 1» ' ra d, in f! *• naan 
(imi', with rraat anti aiuu’tt'^'-in/. ini.";-..,i, 

1'lu‘ inlellliou of tlu* io loakn {nilitiaal aajadnl ,,ii( ,if (ha 

iun((('r was iti (his way : iytially (IrlVaiftl. 

I aualoseil ti aopy iiC (ha atdlra in'i<aft<«ruin tn tin- nl.-id ami 

inrofiiK'd him (h;i(. I wa- (ha au(h«'r nf lim rapnif. N.dhma fuiflmr 
a\('r pa.-' ('ll hatwacii it in ralatimi (n tiM-ni, liuj vdo-u I taisu- t « 
Uhu'iiiu^dnn fur (ha Iiiam.'ura(it.n hi- prixat,’ Sraiat;u'\ .lud m plmu. 
Majhir Dniialsnii, (uM ttn* iha( Im i Iknial nji) trail (firm f.v him rif 
hafore he Mihiiiilled m3 let tar oh li aijah< mi- (u (ha ( h-m-ral; (hut 
du' ltdlar ratal til] (ha ptipar \ary tla)ihr'ra{.-|\, phiaad (hr l.-ltai njoin 
his lila.s hu(. vvi( Irnid, a\iny a um-d npim (In- uldnd ; a, h.’uj md lu f 
u|i<m dll' Si'arafiiry. W'idauu d'dihi, (h-m-ral .laah mi aw isi (in* 
wludt' proaaa.Hii^ !i raaIr/aduii «d‘ iha appialn-ii im. ( hid r\pir ,d 
(n him in my ladar rrmn lamdmi ami in (dln-r wax-,, ami w i . wall 
Mdislieil with (ha jmliainu . u.i\ in uhiah (In- ddlianh^ h id hn-u tli 
pn.si'd (if in dll' Nh'W 'i mh hajd lafma. 

'Tha. tidmini ! rat itm ami it fiiami in tlia < \i iiiir; (‘miyra-.. did 
md. pt.,s,s-as;: (ha puwar (.. j>a , \ arphink’-. hill ..r any f.d! fm- (ha 
radiKdimi of (ha (arilf di;d umdd ha .afi .ftiafiU'v (m Smith ('an.lmi. 
In irtilh sha via • mtl di pn ad (fi l«- .-itt-iiad usdi an« raln-f that 
.slundd eouia fnim ihaf ijttarfar. In ra pact Ut (ha whii.- p.nt^ dim, 
aidarlainad dilh-rauf di pn itlmi . 'I'itaf pirlv wrnf indr.-d mmin r 
(he imllirn'r*. in all ..(rtim*' mea nra dt- ipm-d to hunt- dn-m (o uh- 
mi. simi riu> tiint'j,. Sm-h a amii-.a wa, md .mU m iuu nmnv wdh 
all (hair pnlitia!’.! upiniiii)-; hut thi . upprntuoilv nf .isdm:'' m .uh 
jratintr (he ntdlihar in dia pt.war -d’ dn- (.m.-rnmanf wa uv.uh- m-.ra 
yiafirvim** h\ (ha faalinai with vv hr h lha ruur a (if Sinoh ('.iiMlitia 
ill I e (((! Vida fur Mr. ( hpv ainl ili thrtaaini'' auav !»>-{■ nlTiajo* 
Upon (»ait. I'luvd had impia -.ad diam. Ihif in all idln-r jr praf . 
lhay wen- :e-naia(a- and aowmimr", itdant ahiatly on tha dMwnfall 
of (he Pra.sideid and hi-, tidmini .Ir.iti«m. 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 
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It is difficult to imagine a more critical condition than that in 
which I found the country involved at the moment of my arrival at 
Washington on the 26th of February, 1833. The judgment of all 
the States, not even excepting that of her closest neighbour and 
twin sister, X. Carolina, was that the position which had been as¬ 
sumed by South Carolina was, in the felicitous language of Ran¬ 
dolph both “ Aveak and mischievous.” The “ Force Bill ” was cer¬ 
tain to become as it did become the law. Having throughout and 
earnestly pressed upoii Congress the justice and propriety of extri¬ 
cating the State from the otherwise fatal error she had committed, 
by a liberal modification of the tariff, President Jackson was pre¬ 
pared to follow wherever it might lead the path which he was al- 
AA^ays eager to tread—the straight-forward path of duty. That duty, 
in the then posture of affairs, was simply to see to the execution of 
the laAvs, for the enforcement of which he was armed with abundant 
powers and, however severe and painful might be this exercise, he 
Avas sure of the approbation of all good men. In such a contest 
South Carolina would be unavoidably crushed and yet after the 
stand she had taken it was not to be expected that a people so brave 
and proud would yield to anything short of relief or overwhelming 
force. 

Henry Clay' was, in the actual state of things, the only man 
who had it in his poAver to extricate them. He Avas the father 
of the so-called American system; his friends every Avhere—at the 
north, east and west—^liad taken open ground against any farther 
modification of the tariff and could not be brought to that, the 
only step by which civil war could be avoided save at his bidding. 
There Avere then only seven or eight days before the poAver of 
Congress to act in the matter ° would terminate. Wlien Mr. Cal¬ 
houn came to the support of my administration years afterAvards, 
there arose a bitter feud between him and Mr. Clay in the course 
of Avhich the motives by which the latter had been actuated on the 
occasion of which we are now speaking were severely canvassed 
on the floor of the Senate. Mr. Calhoun insisted that Mr, Clay 
Avas then in his poAver—that he was “ his master ”! “ He my 

° MS. V, p. 105, 
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luiisicr"! I’l'jilicil Mt’. {’lay, svifh iiiilitjualtun, and in his hast and 
loftiost niaiuu'r ”I wuiild nut ana'pt liim I’uf luy • lau*.” 'riia. 
knowii'd^xc' of (li<* (ii'(*cis(* '.|;d(' (if ri'(‘!ini»' v^ Iduh indiiucd 1dm (u 
cunsiMit tu a snincii’iK niudtliiadiun id' (lir [ifutiTt i\r tuin iu ataa'st. 
riiftimr [iruccH*din< 4 -> i^■ niu'-t [muhahly Inificd \sic!i Mr. {'la_\ in ids 
ufava. 'I’lnd ha rapitnhdial is raftidm, Imt it u;i‘. tu a \ariidy <if 
runtI’ollin/J!; aifcaini.'^dancas and ttui, I (Idnlv, tu tliu uunitnand Me. 
(’alhunn had .’laqidn-fd umt hi'- pUNition. Tlia funditiun nf Mr. 
('alhunn was a halfdays una, 'riir ‘dtinitiun iidu uld'di ha liad in'im 
ahit'lly insinimatitsil in hrin^lnu' hi-^ prund slah« did indaml asrri. 
an inllni-nca uvar (ha aatiun.-, td' till aunarruad hn( it ua-. an iidltianat'. 
viM’V fat’ fi'iim (hat id' auinniand. 'Tha rvil nliuid In Itr iidliatad 
uti Sutith ('afulina un ai-aunni nf liar aunfnniaay tlia In , ,,1’ lifr, 
uf pi'uparty and all the aiil'afiiu' uhiali fnlluw m ihf train nf 
hujdila tnilittiry uaanpatiun tn uidah la-r Id.";:! piritrd pi-npir urra 
dt'.slhunl wnldd ht* attrihidad In Mr. t'l.iy' nit tinafr adharaijac tu 

a puiiay tu It vary .'/raat dapri'r id a alti h rliara' iar and Idrh 

uav fast ill-iiitf uauntid hafura -mindar and mura u-nupt alum i\ a 
(liauria- atnunr; tlia auiuiunidt ia . nf (ha umid. Tht v.nnhl ha uiu' 
nf tlia aarfain ra td( if ha rtd’n ad tn uidd and it w i nnu npim 
widali a man uf hi tamparaniant anttld imt Innji unhnut fh*- i)capa.( 
aunaarn. A pprahaa-auii nf ptaindiar !n 111 ptijiiilinlv ari im'’ 
fruin (Id-. Miitraa. if i fair tu pra nma, uara nnr lii.. nid_\ arnimd . 
id' ha ita(iun (hat warn pra anted tn hi nnnd. l'‘niir l‘ra idnitial 
alaatiuir-. had than ain ad_\ pa ad at'a\ ■ iiiri* ha anniuiaiu'ad (in* 

annstrttatinn nt lli . imhliv the “Aluaiiaan \ tain,” and ha w a 
audcntly lint su naai- the I’ra idaiM’v, (ha piaat nhiraf nf hi auihi‘ 
tiun, US ha had appaarad (n ha whan ha hapaii in u-nh, ‘I'lii . 
(hun<.dt icuud ran a fur faflaatlnn WH'. imt nf if aff ulh. saiit tn indllaa 
him tn ahandun hi nil piin**' tn (ha dal 1 mn nt In nppimaid ; 
•umafima a wi a tap hut niia U hiah auth'»f md imantni aidnni 
ha\a idhairtit ta nliitinn (<> (aha. Ihif ha nuahf .(.»■ il ’rinud hi 

pa t aVpanaliaa nf if httla naaa . tn (.iridU]* (ha pnldla lidlid ill 
hi. huniir a at hart nihaund tu ii«'(ar him fiMiu » i!a,aiut«M iin'; 
new and, in (hi anc, avfninrilinarv la p.in ihilifn* in if npftnrt. 
Nn(hmf.c i. nuw dj- ha. avar iaam alfaiar tn iin, mind ih.ii! tliat 1 ha 
aii'amw nf till* tariti ipia (inn in prndnaiia' p>di(!ail -flrat ha. a! 
ways haati praa(l_\ niarriUad. 'I'n m iiifi. (iia a\aniina(inn td' (ha 
tisnnts. fnr (ha di a{tpnm{fnalil , mt (hr pal ( nf (ha nppnifar- nf 
(ha prntaativ’a y tain ill (hair rali.tliaa upon (hal m*' nai, Wuuld ha 
Inraipn (n Jn\ pra an( uhjaaf . and I will (Innafnia k-nlitam mi, idf 
with .‘:t\in<,' that in my mimt} and lata. I.miIi uf wlnalt pn a 
marhail faailnia fnr inannfna(min.r {^hh hmani , { {ia\aT\ in 

(ha wliidf anlll a nt nj_\ I'llip alid aativa paitl all a\pal laliaia hllfW 
un (daatiiiii (ha la ld( nf wldi’h I had idhan'ld laa nil tn ludiaM' 
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was ooiiirolled l)y (lie a^2,‘ila(ion (if lluil sn!ij('fl. 'I'liis has not hi'eii 
■for (he. wan(’ o(‘ busy a^italion Tor (iu'i'e are hii( re\\' if any of (he 
States in (he, eoiifedej’aey hi whieh (he (luesthm has eonstitihed a 
more, promine.ih. poini in politiiail diseiissions. In addition to the 
eousiderat.ioiis J ha\'C laderred to,^ we know, fi-oin liis own deelara 
(.ions, how larovly Mr. (’lay was inllneneeil hy aiiprehi-nsiom;, 
founded on (.he sijU'iis of (lie. tinu's, that hi.s system was ih'stined 
to a speedy overthrow and hy a eonseiiueiit desiri' to save, from the. 
wreck as nuudi as miyhl he seenri'd. 

Mr, ('hiy s speech id' the ‘Jatli of hh'hritary, in r(‘.[)ly (o Mr. 

Mh'bsti'r who ojiposi'd his eompj’omise hill, is truly an I'Xtraordinary 
product ion. '’.riie rc'porters, (odes and Siaiton, say it. wa:; tlu‘. only 
one of his speeches during (hat short hut mo^l ('Xeiting session 
whieli he. prepared for the. press himself, ami it s.lmws clearly (he 
great. 1 in ins he liestowed upon it.' I eatinol hut (hink (hat though 
shorter than many, it is distingnishahh' fi’oin any .speiadi of his 
extant for its happy e(auhination id’ elosi* and strong rea:-.oniug 
for whiidi lie possi'ssed ample powei's altlio' he wa> not id'ti-u itieliiu'd 
to exiM't. I.lu'in with gimiiiiie ehapienec which was natural to him 
and to whieh lu' didighted in .giving free >fop('. 'I’lie oeca.sion of 
its delivery was one of (he two on whieh his fciding.s were mori' 
de('[)i.y enlisted thau on any othei' in tlu‘ eiairse (d’ hii eluadvereil and 
(n'l'iitful lift', Tlu' lirsi wa.s ulam he was ehaigct! nilii ha\ing lu*en 
induced to de.sc'rt (he political liarty in which h(> was I'miri'd from 
hoyhood and with tla* movements (d‘ which some of (he hrightesl. 
features of his piditieal career were indisi)U(ahly as-sociatial, hy the 
alliiremenis of oni<’e, and on iliat; (d' wliieli we now ;-j)ealc he was’ 
freely cliargi'd with ahandoitiug a national policy which he had 
Ikhui principally instrunu'ntal in fo.stering into e.xistiniee from in- 
duemneiits (d' a mixed nature, hut none td’ llunn, (o a pi’oud or aide 
statesman, fnm from humilial.ion. The foi’uier attack was of a more. 
))ei’sonal eharaeter and tluM’efore inort* I'.xasju'rating in its (dlcejs. 
It crossed his [luth when lu' was eomparatively a young p(diti!’ian 
proudly claiming to he animated and goveriu'd hy a (diivalrous and 
.self saerilieing spirit, and I have elsewhere Madured (he opinion 
that, lu' (reahal the grave imiaaiehnumt. at least, nn.skilfully. When 
(ieneral .laek.son’s witne.ss, Mr. Ihudmmin,'’ dodgeil (he imiid, he 
.should have scoiiled further iiupiiry and indignantly Inrned his 
ha<*k uiioii ail imputation unsustaiiied hy the man to whom Ids ae 
eiism* hud himself nderred for its origin and stipporl. If lie laid 
done, so his subseiiueiit career would liavi'. hemi a liappim’ if not a 
more suceessful one. Tlis present embroilment was less eali’ulated 

‘In Kci^IhIci' of llolKitoH, !x, pt, 1, 7iia—ill, 
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to hiirass liini in lii> pcrstnial fi‘t'rni*j:s aiul ilu'rrftin' It'sB <UM{iialify' 
iiuv for disrrt'i'l art ion nn llu' part t»f a man of his imjmlsivc dis’ 
p<isi(i<)U. It invdh'ril prinripally ihr wisdom of his v'lrws as a slatrs- 
man, a matter whirh etnild mon* dispa'siouately hi^ diseii'-sed and 
aeted nixiu than oim which implied personal di .honor. U ofenrrtal 
also at a perioil wla'ii lu' !iad hi'tm lonir in pnhlie li fr, wlum his smi.si ■ 
hilitii's liad l>eeome sonuwvhat hhinttai, a I’onditioii if not ver\‘ at 
traetivt' in a leailer whom wt* incline to admire yet not without its 
uses to him in the rou<,rh ami tumldt' of pnldir life. Hut whatevi'r 
mav havi> oi'casioiied it, of the fai’t that lu' Imre himself with iuli 
nitely hi'ttei* <rrae(’ and -ai taincd his position more sueci's-.fidly there 
eaunot hi' the sliehtc ( doiiht. llaviuit always I'stimated his rlu-tor- 
ienl powi'rs hitihly, especially for the theatre of a popular as'einhly, 
I have sehloin faih'd lo read hi.*:. peeche:, and of all tleli\ered hy him 
sinec* he ehan/jted hi - political po ition I am inclineil to rcpard thi*:, 
('verv tiling con-’idered. a - the ablest, and the most credifuhh' to hi; 
hetirt !is well a^; to hi.s head. 

d'his .spei'ch i m\ warrant for my interpretafion of the tuotives 
hv whieh he wa ''oVerneil. Its entire ,* I'ope r hoW hi. eon I’ioil ■ 
lies:; that (he ijUe t mn of paciti<-a{ inn or ei\il war depended upon hi; 
indisidtial aefiou and hi , Keen en itivem- to the .-oji fructitm-. that 
mlirht he put npiU) that aetion ot the eharaeter 1 have .■ nuBesfed. 
"'riiev ^\ill aeeii e n. of iiidtlferetiee fn the jii'e itwatioii id’ the. 
I'nioiu and of lirim*' wiliiiu'' to e%po >• the enuufry to the datun'r" 
(d’ (’ivil W'ur’' wa proudnenf amonu" the i*nn epuener . wliieh la* 
helti up to the view of Mr. U‘eh ter of tin* tne\orahle adherenei- to 
(he farin’ a - it iond for whieh (la* latter ramtended. d’he e I’on 
sidcrat tolls .M'euii'd to fall nnheeded on Mr. Weir.ter’, breast. Hi. 
iilt’iimtiitm wa brief and I bad nbno t .aid bloody. South t'aro 
lina mn t retiane her teji under the law a it .tami., oi* thiui^s 
must fake their eniU'e. ‘1 la* apprehen ion that t‘oni^'re- will be 
lindei' food to have nefed under the ililblenee of paiiie, was, in his 
judl'luelit. llllieieUt to » lo e the door llpoft tlie iholudll • of eoneilia 
lion. Mr, (lav liad Impr-tl that the ri i i wa. Uot vet o near at 
luilld a his n[)poUeut M-rim-il W ill lUp to believ e if to be. nelbnn>''bt 
South ('aroiiua would avusi her -i-lf of the repue t of \ iruinia. eon 
veyei 1 throu*dt Whs11,in • leO'di, ti> po tpone !lie evecnt ii>n o{ laT ofdi 
nanee until the «-nd of ihe next e ion nf (‘oji*/!e , and that, of 

eour e. the Ih'i* id- nt v.nid 1 {.av lo hand. Hu! tht*U I’ittne file 
eoneln ion, tin* uppoil nf whah fnimed ‘n lai'oe u puli inu of hla 
very aide jteeeh, tliaf hi flat! (isue the piivih-oe of roliediafion. With 
the power of nioi}ifV sn.e- the tariff, would have pa' ed from tlieir 
haii‘i to th‘< e i.f tlie Ihe ideiif and hi . friruds to well un authority 
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and to have become the favorite and universal sentiment. These important 
points ostaidished there can surely hi; nothing in the residue of the subject or 
in the details of the bill by which they are to be carried into effect, that, if 
acted upon in a proper spirit, may not be overcome without threatening the 
public peace or endangering the stability of our Union. Any measure which 
shall successfully accomplish the objects proposed, and which shall be of a 
character to recommend itself to the moderate men on both sides of the ques* 
tion (the only securities we can have for its permanency) will, without doubt, 
receive the approbation of the people and restore the different sections of the 
Country to those relations of peace, affection and good fellowship which are 
indispensable to the prosperity and happiness of each and all. That these 
great objects shall not fail for the want of such an arrangement is so em¬ 
phatically demanded by public sentiment, as to allay all apprehension. Should 
the present Congress, unfortunately, be unable to effect it we may count with 
confidence upon the speedy and successful efforts of the next. Until this de¬ 
sirable result shall be attained we have a safe guaranty against violence and 
discords in the discreet exercise of executive authority, the pervading patriot¬ 
ism of our countrymen and that sacred. Inextinguishable love of union which is 
' the predominant master-feeling in an American bosom. 

That Mr. Clay should not, after his long experience, have been 
brought to doubt the efficacy of his American System, at lea.st as an 
element of political strength, is scarcely possible, and if his own 
advancement had been the sole object of his labors in its support 
he could not have furnished a wiser course than to have submitted 
quietly to its overthrow by the assaults of his successful adver¬ 
saries. There was no way in which the advantages to the Country, 
which he claimed for it if the policy was sustained, might have 
been pressed with greater safety or less trouble because all the 
■ mischances and embarrassments of business, from whatever causes 

arising, would have been attributed by the manufacturers to that 
overthrow. But I cannot now, when the passion and prejudice 
j of that day have run their course, read this speech without believ¬ 

ing that much of Mr. Clay’s original confidence in the soundness 
and value of his system—if it could have a fair chance—had sur¬ 
vived his many disappointments. Doubtless the insatiable craving 
of the manufacturers, “ whose conscience is their maw,” and whose 
gratitude for benefits received did not at all times bear fruit for 
him, must have again and again disgusted the benefactor who had 
* contributed so liberally of his time and faculties to their 4 idvantage, 

but we may assume that he regarded these as sacrifices unavoidable 
in any great public cause, and I have, as I have said, reviewed these 
; . transactions at this late day with a strong faith in the sincerity 

of the assurances of continued confidence in the system which were 
drawn from him by the circumstances in which he and it were placed 
and which were expressed with so much earnestness and true elo¬ 
quence. Mr. Clay pressed the measure of conciliation of which he 
jwas, on his side, the exclusive author, and which he alone could 
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have made suceeHsl'iiI, (o iis perh'cl consiiiiiniaiioii and (lius save^j^ 
the C^ouiitry Iroin a. c'oiw'idsion whit’h iinpcMided onim* i(, Iiiri'atiming 
to put our entire [xdilieal syshaii lo a stn'tM’s'r irial (han any tc:^ 
V’liieh it liad e.vc'.r been (‘Xposed. In this he war; doubt ie":.s in 
inoonsideralde de^Tee lnlluen<‘(Hl bv (■ousiti<‘i'alious pt'rsonal lo liiny^ 
self, but if wc are nevei* to awai’d prais(^ for benelieial aeti<His uiX-, 
less they aiv. wliolly free from siieh iuduei'UK-nIs (hey must be vvith.^ 
Iield alto^vther, for tlu' j-aet'-of public iiieu thus ImmaculaP' has na-j^ 
yet arisen in (he world. In my opinion lu' reiulered ids country^ 
on (hal. memorabh', occasion, a service for wliich lu* was i>mine luly 
eutillc'd to its rc*s[)(‘<’( iind i>-ralilluh*. If he failed (o r(*cci\‘e thesQ. 
ill a full nu'asure ihc' delicicu<*y is to be ;d(ribuled to political coiix- 
j)lic‘ations in which lus had U!diap[)ily involved himself ami (hrough^^ 
winch he was made responsible for many politieal dclimiui'iicies no-^ 
his own. 

.Ills condiie.l. u'hen (aiidrasted with (hat of Idas .soineiimc co-partl-, 
sa.ii, but always ri\'al aiul never uiiqnalilictl frit'ud, Mr. Wh'bstex'^ 
I'nlls for esp('ci;d praise. If iia* omis ion (o remh'r a. hiyii public 
service wheii'^ opportunit}'' olh-ia'd <*ould ever lu* exem-cd on 
^>'r()uud (hat- (he a<‘(. would I'liure l-o (he ])!‘cs<‘nt. advantaye of tlios^ 
Avho had been [)e.rsonally hosiiK* lo him, Mr. Clay would ha\'e. liad, 
in (hat crisis, much s(roniL!;cr jusiilicatit)u than hi-; dis(in^i^uisliecX 
eoulemporary for folding*' liis arms and sailfcrin^u: ihin^.-; io lake. Ihe-ii* 
course- -foi* ((o iis(‘ Ins own sironjx Ian;Li;ua_m‘) “even sileiuly o-a/ing- 
on the ra^'iu^ slorm and {‘njoyiu,n: its lomh'sl. llnindcr-;.” In Ids first> 
^r('at polil.ica! disaster, tlu^ alli'udln;^: eii’eum.stanccs of which ha.ci 
sunk <k'('p in Ids heart, lu* found, or thought hi*, found, Idi- most ac¬ 
tive and inqdacable ('lu'iidi's, in the ranks id' Mr. Calhotm'-, politiG^Ll 
■lol]owin<j;’. lie carried (lu*. belii'f thi'o’ lifi* I do not. say with ho'W' 

much justness.(hat. Mi*. ICri'iiU'r, of lh*nns\ Ivaidia, who-:{' cai'cl was 

the lii'st. promul^nitiou of die charjLTe of a bar^ndm with Mr. Adains, 
acted under liie advice <d' Mr. ino:hani, of whose political rclatioxi- 
ship with Mi*. Calhoun from a vi'ry early day I have already spoke-TA. 

Jlis Iriend, Cen. -- was a(. (lu* dine on the point of li<^htino- 

duel with Mr. Calhoun’s ri'dd.-haiid man, Cen, Mel)iil]ie.’ po'owing' 
out of disputes in re/xard io IIh* .same, suhjert. Indeed die warfai-'e 
hetween daekson anil Clay, upon (hat, and othi'r (hemes of a pex'- 
sonal nature, was ])niueipully eoudiieted hy .die. frii'iids and pe.i'soixjxl 
adliereut.s of Messrs, (hay and (’alhoun respeet.ively until (hesi* latter* 
found diemselvi's arrayed side liy side, in opposition to Pnsideix'fc 
fbu-ksou’s admiuist rut-ion. The men who liad heen most pj’o mine n't 
in those e.xeit.ed t.imes and eonfliets now {ij^cured I'onspieuously 
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t.lu' Soiilli Caroiiu:! movtMiifiit aiul an iipixul iiuil v ua., pra anlail 
to him, not. of his own .■•a-ckiim-. tn hi> no (‘imc i/pnn t ham if fia ; n 
iiiclimxl. Ihil ha \\a>al'oSt‘ -mhi maamia..-.. Ih* kiiaw {iioi> oaiitla 
na'ii l<> Ih\ in ihi' main, ifanaroti-; --pn'ii', \v!u), <>tir\ iiij>- ili,. inipuk rs 
(‘f thaii’ lu'arls, had i-a -hi\ folliiwad thair iaadi r to .-i piaaipira fi-oiii 
which one s(<‘p m<in> utnild plun.-'a them in irrai ria'. ahla ruin, and, 
nof sulh'cin^': himndf to iu* stayed I’nau ar\ inp hi, (’niitpry in the 

tu'cc'ssity (d’ spaiaiiy hi-s atiamia , h»‘ wmil trai;dit foi-uard (n his 

ohji'ct and aeeomplishad the .'•41 faty of huth. I hi amir a was hold, 
lioiiorahli' and puhlic‘piritad, and if Mr. (‘lay failad to enjov the. 
O’c'dit. (d’ it. in Ufa that aredit should ha as\urtlail to his mainoin. 

But the. truth <d' hi tory, v\ Imsa alaim, stand inunaa uraldy aho\(> 
all other consideration , mu t atla-h to Mr, Whlistar' <'outInat at 
that, tryin/r m<»ni(‘nl, a \ar; .litraraut iharaaf,o'. It hdl far lialow 

that, hria’ht axtunplc hafori him. Ih- had no aorra pon-diia* aau.r- 

(d' coinphdnt. airain ( Mr. (’aihoun autl hi ih s-ud , d ha .juari id 
halwiM'U (‘hiy and (‘alhoiin and tludr follouar laid ha.-n a puarred 
<d' former friend -, uiarkad h\ the axtlaiua \ iolajiaa and hiftarna 
that, dislinn'ui.'h i’i\il from forainu war or family ili i-n ioa front 
font ro\'C!> ia . hatwaail frail”.-r. Il.-twa.-n flnii: and Mr. \\‘.!.t.-r 
lhart' had haan nothin”' ha)oud fha aommou opj'o ition of putx- (o 
party rapuhlican arain i fadaralj t... I may }.■• mi fak.-n, I ear 
taiidy hope tliat I am mi fak'-u, hut tk.- oh .•imifson of a lou;- ;i td 
active, politiaal lih- !nodfso*.! me more ,,ij tin flam fit. i ha .a 
done on any other point if Mr. \\\-h !«-r «;r- loer capald.' of ao-r 
cisine; a nnoiiianitnou forhaaranea towar.! a poiitu-al oppon. nf 
whom he hciiavctl ;.f ill faithful (old. frieti.f ;.iid is ats >• ( fn t.'a- 

ocatision ln'fort‘ u. he falied to axhiliit n tisna of tjah {'e.liun. If.* 
stiw' in deiiioarafs fha author oj hi - ow u Lolur** iind.'r pro pea; 
whii’h, .so har as (ha_\ had he.n h.nudad on ;*raaf ahihfii'., ju 
id,-: .saii/ruina ho{ia ami ha a.-mad to hit.* than ft.mi fha h.tSlom 
ol hi*' iianrt. Ili ill a di \iaidail onlv m .h-'Ot'- . 1 . tin. .* fo whom 
it wa.s dira.'tail laii listm nr.aae in jh,. j. tmiatiou <d' fh.-ic ov. u j.o 
litiaal hrtdhrtui: 1( <niu* rround neither fa t.-r mm faith, i, hut amla.l 
in ;i tratarnal aiuhraaa onl^^ when ihau ep.o'.ti o .0 from iie-ir i>>Mii*’r 
iissnriatas wa- roinplala, Althoujdi tie- itul.tiei .afiar*.’. ar • 1 .-i o-d 

him ;d', a L^'raat pmait ha tlam knew thea. iiid\ .> a .'hi ..f man 
from whom ha ha.i raaaiw.! uoo.l «aiaeo| of!i-n . m fhe.r uuarsdtie 
ami (‘Hialiuit oppo itnHi. and h.-n h.* tv, them ialhii.”' In* hs projse 
to pra.ss tliam to tha Ut nio f. s.. mm li at \ar:;ime na hi. po item 
with tha diatata t.f a m.i.'*n.in}h;t»u . natura .tnd with fin- psopar 
spirit and phih-oplip of poidi.al di^i h.t, B.at Mr, < 1av. m fh i! 
hchata. oiia ttf lha \e!\ f,.”„ in tanea. m ultiah • cah U thinm oa 

KJTisi’i ’.'ll,” I'll ra; 
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cuiTod—far oxca'llrd liiin, cM’rii in llu' dc'parluu'ul i>l siAana* arijcn- 
luent in wliic'h lu' roinnionly his h'llow h'^islalors. 

'’J'lio stair of luy own foc'lin^jcs al that. intt'ri'.sliiijL!: <’i'isis is shown 
by ('vidc'.nc.c'. tlu'. (riilli of wliioli would not Ix' (|iu"^lioiu'd al this 
day by any candid min<l. I had scanady rcturiK'd to Ihi' (’ouniry 
before', I was inicrrogatcel upon all -the ifia'at. public (jiicstions of 
tile (lay, inciudiniL^ nullilicalion, by a nu'clinji,' lu'ld at Shocco Sprinpi 
in North (’aroliiia proIVssin;^ to rc|)r(‘S(‘nl did’cn'Ul. parties. 'I’lu'.ir 
h'tter la'aclual me whilst on a visit to tlu' we'stern paid of Nh'W \'ork 
and my answau-, althou<j;h dated al Owasco, the residence of my 
friend (iov. Throop,’ was princii)a!ly writle'ii, in pencil, whilst, trav 
e.Hin*^ in public, coiiveyaina's. It is to be found in th<‘ bul voh of 
Niles’ lvc_i»'ist<'r,- jind contains a brief sketch of (he principles by 
which my course was then and afterwards uniformly ^xoxeriu'd. I 
havt' never prej)ar(‘d a pajU'r of that character with which 1 have 
Ix'c.n Ix'.tt.e,r satisfied, d'o do it full justice the reader slmuhl knew 
in advanc(' that tlu' procei'dinc- and call upon me, tlio ju’ofesxMlly 
the work (vf supporters as wi'l! as oppmu'uts, eriLnuatetl with and 
were controlled by tju'. latter and W('re so innh'rsldfid by me al the 
tiiiK'. But this is not- llu' only or tlu' principal contemporaneeus 
I'.xposition of my vic'Ws in reyard to the (jue.stions of the period to 
which 1 now rt'ler. Ballk'd in tiu'ir desiou to produce' a .schism in 
our i-anks in (he. Le<i:islatnri' our op])ou('nts ih'termined (o i-e-.ort to 
a, public nu'ctiii^ at Albany as a nu'ans to that end. Benjamin 
Knower, an old republican, a man id’ hi/rh charaeti'r and e timation 
and fa.tlier-iu"law of Mr. Marry, (Ik'ii (iovi'riior td’ tlu' Stat(*, had in - 
volvi'd his considerable fortune in speculations in (he pureha.se and 
sale of wool and .stood in iimnini’nt danger of beiu^ wholly mined. 
Altho’ thro’ life a man (d’ intejunuty his politics la'canie, at leiiynh, 
controllt'd by tlu', ('xigc'iicit's of his pecuniary eireiun.stance-. and 
thus impelUul he. rt'.solvinl to do all in his power to pri'vent a modi 
lieation of the taritV which was reiiuirt'd to sc'ttle the dillieulty in 
South (dnr()Una. d’o advance this objei’t he unitc'd bis etfoiis with 
iho.se of the opposition to obtain an expi’i'ssion from (he city and 
stall', (.so far as the latter could lx* done thro' a nii'ctin^ at (he .seat 
of {loveriiment.) api.in.si nullilicat ion but. also against concession. He. 
was a man of much inlliu'nce and activity, the. fonin'r la'in^j,' of cour.se 
au^nnenb'd by the relation in which he stood to tlu', (<ov(*rnor. He 
had a. call drawn up for a meetiiijL!: without, distinction of party to 
e.xiuvss its opinion upon the /Jtreai (|m'.s(.ion of tlu' day, and lu‘ oh 
(ained lo it. (he siynminrc's of all or almost, all of (he IcadiiijL'’ frii'iids 
of ho(;h (he. State and National administi-ations (hen u.( (he. seat of 

’ Kium 'I'lionipHon a’liroop- 
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the State Government, as well as of those in the opposition and a 
large number of gentlemen who, like himself, altho’ democrats, were 
immovably intent on upholding the tariff. Of the result of such a 
meeting, in a city then largely opposition, Mr. Knower and his asso¬ 
ciates considered themselves justly secure. A great number as¬ 
sembled at the City Hall, in answer to the call, and, after an excited 
effort to act in concert, separated—those ayIio really approved of the 
course that the Administration was pursuing retiring to the Capitol. 
At their resiDective places of meeting each portion adopted resolu¬ 
tions expressive of their opinions. Both condemned nullification 
without reserve; that division of the original assemblage which had 
rei^aired to the Capitol declaring also in favor of a further modi¬ 
fication of the tariif, in conformity with the recommendations of the 
President, whilst those who remained at the City Hall—^by far the 
greater number of whom belonged to the opposition—protested in 
the strongest terms, against the proposed change. 

Pending the preliminary movements for these meetings and shortly 
a fter they had been held I addressed the following letters to my con¬ 
fidential friend Silas Wright, then representing our State in the 
Senate of the United States. I have elsewhere mentioned that after 
the publication of his letter to me in regard to Mr. Sanford (which 
was surreptitiously obtained and given, to the newspapers by the 
opposition) he made it a rule to destroy the letters on public af¬ 
fairs in any degree confidential which he received—a determination 
1 have much cause to regret and of which I was not informed until 
after his death. Upon a careful examination ° of the papers left 
by him these, and a few others of less consequence, were found. I 
had kept no copies and had no distinct recollection of their existence. 
'Ihey bear Mr. Wright’s endorsement and are now inserted here, 
verbatim et literatim^ as the best evidence of my views at the period 
and as candid contemporaneous explanations of the political move¬ 
ments and measures of Avhich they speak. 

TO SILAS WRIGHT, JR. 

My Dear Sir 

I have really not time to write you, but will clo so in a day or two. Our 
friends are deeply disturl)ed by tbe call wliicb. lias been made for a. public 
meeting tomorrow and to wbicb they Uave lent their names. Our friends have 
however determined to attend and say honestly and fearlessly what they 
think. The meeting will be very numerous and possibly quite animated. Be 
not appreheu.sive of doing what you, in the honest exerci.se of your excellent 
judgment, think for the good of the Country. The people desire-that ju.stice 
shall be done and the public i>eace and harmony preserved and will support 
all honest men in the discharge of their public duties, of the sincerity and 


° MS. V, p. 120. 




564 


AMl-nilCAN IIISTOllK’Al- ASS( U'1 A'l'K) N. 


of whosi^ motives they iiro siitistV'd. 'I'Ik' luoniis t;ik(‘u Ik'i’o to (lot(‘r 
ju-tion upon IIk' snl).i('(‘l ol' tlu‘ tnrilT will proilufo a sov(>ri» roaotion. 

IvtMiHMulK'r nu‘ coi'dlaIly to Ilorrniaii and lln' I'ost of ni.v fiionds, and boliovi' 
nu' to li(‘ 

\'('r.v truly Nonrs, 

M, \'\.N l; 

.Tally lldd, 


TO Stl.A.S WUIOllT, .lU. 

At.n.vNv, I'l'h. ’/Ill /■''■dd. 

]\rv DKAU SlU 

I was favoia'd Avitfi yours <d' llo' H'.Hli ultimo last ovoniim for whioli aonopt 
my thanks. You havi* lad’oro tids sc'on tlu* proofs'dln^s <>1’ our I’riouds Ikm'o, 
and tliO' Ki'jiort of tlii' ,i<did Coniiulllco will lmv<* hoiui scud to you !iy many 
kauds. 'rill' si'parat iou whioli loolv ivlaoo at tliO' (Mly Hall mooilmr was a 
providt'iitial (went, by which political d*>sii;ii.s tliat litid hcoii nursed witii Ki'cat 
care iiy our opiHineiits wei’i' promptly and ('llicaclously hatllcd, and llu'' Kej)\ili 
licans «d’ this State placed <iu helter pround In resiicct to the farllV than they 
hav(’! <'ver heretofori' stood on. 'Pile coursi'' id' mir city friends will lie fully 
sustained by the- .situ’cre friends of tin* adudnistralhui in the St:d(*, with lad 
few if any e.\c(‘[itlons. and. the U'eport of tin* Coinmittee approved, so’ far as 
n'lali's l;o nuliilleation and seee.ssiou, by a nnaninious vote and In all other 
n'spi'cls by the uubroki'li slreiidlh of the Ib'publlcan .side id’ the two Houses. 

! ref4:r(‘t Hint you should be ,so annoyed by .sue.yc.si ions as (o the probable 
effect wlihdi the coui’se of my I'rlends in ('oiii;re.‘-s may ba\e on the ueM I’ri'.sl 
di'Ulial eb'cllon. You could pot, my dear Sir, have beller e\presseil my own 
fi'i'llnw upon that |>oinl than you have done in .\our replies to such inflina 
l.lons. .MI 1 di'slri* Is lhat luy frh*nd.s should imi'cne that eour'-e which. In their 
own unldii.ssct! Judmnent, llu'y shall think will be*:! ,Mibser\e (bo luiere t of the 
t'ouulry and dispeusi* tin* lar.m'sl share id’ justice to every part of it ; and the,\ 
could In no way act more contrary to my wishes than by allowln;.'; theur.ehes 
to be divi'i’ted from that coiir.-a* by the coii.dderal hui referrei! to. 'Phe people 
will In their own tlnu* I'oneentraie upon the Individual whom they ihluk best 
adaiiled to the oeeasiou and no one, 1 a*:sure .\ou, v. 11! acnulesce In their tin 
bla.sscd ihs'lsloa upon lhat subject with more cliecrfulness than myself. If 
Ihi'reforo then* are any so reckless as to seize uoou the present disirm-led 
.stall* of the Country to further views of iiersonal ambition ami so weak as 
to helh've, aid wit h.st midirpr the experience to the coidrjiry of the last twenty 
yi'ars, lhat Itii* 1‘resideucy can be nsicbed by means of coinbinatmus, however 
iirl fully d('vi.sed, or Individual mid selllsii efforts of any descriptlou, my friends 
will, I trust, do mi* the Justice to keep me entirely disconnected from nn.v 
HUeh Intriyues. 

'Pliat it is lbearil(*id wish id’ tin* He)iuhlie:in.s of lids Stall*, without any .seri¬ 
ous diversity of opiidoii, that the dissatisfaction which exists at the South 
shall be ri*mov(*il by it redueton of the i-evenut* to the wants of tin* Hovernmeal. 
upon the iirlnelph'H stilted in the lleport of the .lohd Coimnillee of tljc Lei'is 
Inture, l.s beyond itli doubt. 1 am the last man who would ever aiiempi to 
exercise jiiiy Inlluenee over my friends other Hum such as to he derived from 
a fninic hdorehanm* of opinions and views upon npial terms, If I could he 
vain enmiiith to suppose that I pussessiHl any other -which I am not. it is 
therefore with no such view that I say what, from my present position and 
the knowledw* I posse.ss of the dltncully of arriving at the truth in re.sjieci 
to puhlle seutlment slUuileil us they are, 1 thlulc it luy duty to say tluii 
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if uiiy (if imr ri’liMuls in tlu* (li'lci-atinii act mnicr a iliiVarriit liflicl' f!u'> 
will in tiu' I'Utl l>a fi'lH'lly dfi’ah at!. Uina' aia jniii s di' lla* iii*ii|>lf tif fhia 
S(;»(t> art', I am ('tialitliMit fiUircly avcr.sc [,i fiitlaicaaiiat (he paat-t- nl' fla* 
('auuli'.v and lilt' Htaldlity af llu* rniau tui' Un' pin'i*"'!' id' ‘.iib'. ■t’\ma 
ar laani hit(M’t'Sl.s wlitdluM* paaiaiinry ar paliticiiI. 'I'lia laUTaai td' paiilia .i‘a(i 
ai(*al willi lha 1 laiiiacrafy af tln‘ Staft* is (it*cid<‘ill_\ and atii\fi> tin* ailin' 'a.u, 
Our Si'iintar ((Uastiail has imssad alV \ar.v wall, tilir t'rintd HatltT, aUaf ha\,- 
iujjr I'auj'ht alT tin* ainttar all wiiltar, was la dairuT al’ haiu;- pla.-.-it la tin* 
nttiludt'id'a daraatad aaudidafa iiy tlia hidlsarai laa ai' Mr, 1 .h in-'-Si.u On! Oa- 
inatliM’ Is sa \V(‘I1 inuit'rslaad lau't* tluit a\aa tlia apiwisitiaa da ii"! al}a<*i fa mi . 
!t])prt‘liand il. 

Rt'inaiula'r Ilia kindly la yaar niassiaatas lait Iht'm ti» Kaap aaa| and i»a raad 
n.’iturad wii;t(t‘var llit'y da, and iialta\a laa (a ha 

\'ary inily \aar';, 

M. \* \ a {h r.i , * 


‘’rite !Utla;-i Jipll Ij in tlia \ lUi Uilitu P.ip«-j , 
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Wliilsl'. ,sk<'lcliint>‘ilio pro^^Toss of oiii' polltifiil p:ir(it'; I noticed 
Illy rcl Ill'll from En^-I:uul willioiit rcpirdiiiij: il ' i’lu'oiitdoii'ical rc 
lal'.ioii to I'Vi'iits aftcrwarils dcscrilunl and hroiiii'lit the Niilijcft ilown 
to my arrival at 'Wdishiii^'lon and ri'i'i'ption liy Prcsiilt'iit riackson. 
I was indiiccil to do this by a di’sirc to briii]”’ in toy remarks upon 
his veto of the bill to extmid the ('barter of the Bank of the t’nited 
Stale's at, the most approjiriate plare, A similar course has been 
jmrsiK'd in other parts id* this memoir from a desin* to insert all 
I propose, to say on eertaiii spi'cial subji’i’ls at one place and thus 
to savi'. till' reaik'r Ihi' trouble id' conneetiim’ scattered ami dls- 
si'vered ohsi'i'vations, 'riu' I'veuts which followed my return will 
now be. taki'ii up at the (loint. at. which tlie narrative wa^ then h'ft. 
Oil tlie, morniiijj^ after my arrival the (li'iieral escorted me in his 
own carria;Lii:e to the ^J,'a.te of tlu* ('apilol and was doubt le eell 
iiiclineil to accompany me. into tin' Halls of both House if ollii'ial 
et iipu'l te. hail not pri'i'i'iiti'd him. I made my way to the Senate 
(’hainlxu' in which body 1 had spent so many inlcri',-.|itiL*: hour with 
most of tlu' Si'imlors who wen' in the Scnnti' inchidin/jc the /j^rcater 
pari of Iho.si' wlio liad acted adversely on my nornimitiitn. ,My 
friends j^athered round me ami atfei’lionately welcomed my reinrn. 
A few of tliosi' who had voti'd a/^ain.sl me under the bidiC'ts of their 
parly and who knew nu' well enou/rh to be .satislii'd that I did not 
suspect, them of personal ho-stilil.y also approached me and exchan^rc'l 
friendly .salutatlon.s, 

.\mon,u'si. the latti'i* I ri'ini'inber with pU'^asiiro Stoddard Johnsimi 
and B'a^<i,‘aman,‘ the two Senators from Louisiana and a few other.*-:. 
Judiin' Uujxn^les” of Ohio had been (lie chairman of our celelirated 
(h'awford (’aliens in IH'J-j and stood by iny side without fear 
or dinehin*^ throuf>'li (lie w'hoh' of that imeiimd and (ryin^^ Bri'si- 
(lential eontesl. Not an unkind word had ever passed hetueen ns 
and (.hoii^di shaken in his polities hy Ids distrust of (h'lu'ral Jack’ 
son, a fei'lino: in which his state hir^mly pariii-ipated, he had not- 
aet.iially ehan^Ljed his [loliiieal position iint.il lu* was driven to Unit 
eourse. in eonse(|uenee of the displeasure of his ohl ussoeiates with 
his voti' upon t.he occasion of my nomination. Ih* was a perfect!y 
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honest man desirous to do right and did not, I am persuaded on that 
occasion depart intentionally from that course. The fault was in 
his nerves rather than in his heart. He was almost always in deli¬ 
cate health and the pressure of such men as his colleague Ewing 
and Mr. Clay aided by innumerable letters from his state, a kind 
of machinery of which the then opposition knew the use and value 
better than any party that ever existed, proved too much for him. 
Senator Mahlon Dickerson came to me and said, half laughingly 
and half seriously, that my old friend Judge Buggies had asked 
him to present him to me on which I stepped up to the Judge and 
shook hands with him with a degree of cordiality which seemed 
to“ relieve him from a load of self reproach. Mr. Calhoun was in 
his seat but my mind received no impression in respect to his con¬ 
duct or appearance which it has retained. Our relations had been 
long too openly and decidedly hostile to be affected b}'’ what had 
recently taken place. 'Senators Clay and Webster were absent in 
the House of Bepresentatives whither I proceeded in a short time. 
As I approached the outer door of that Chamber and had raised 
my hand to it it was opened from the other side and h'lr. Webster 
entered he and myself being at the moment the only occupants of the 
small vestibule. He instantly dropt his eyes and kept them upon 
the marble floor as he i^assed me. Our meeting was too sudden 
and on both sides unexpected and we passed each other too rapidly 
to admit of premeditation. He obeyed the impulse of the nno- 
ment, an impulse born of a sense of shame. I happened to turn 
to the left hand on coming into the narrow piissage which ran 
around the outside of the seats of the Members of the House of 
Bepresentatives and thus unconsciously rendered unavoidable a 
meeting with Mr. Clay who was making his way, on the same side, 
towards the door by which I had entered the Chamber. Our prog¬ 
ress being frequently interrupted was so gradual as to attract the 
attention of many of the Bepresentatives towards us—among 
others of a large group from among whom William S. Archer (a 
distinguished member from Virginia and an old personal friend 
of both of us) came to me, with mock gravity, and said that the 
House having taken into consideration the relative positions in 
which Mr. Clay and myself had been thrown and claiming the 
right to regulate a meeting which must now inevitably take place 
in its presence, had decided that we might approach each other with 
blandest and most friendly expressions of countenance, shako hands, 
even embrace and, indeed, indulge in any further demonstrations 
of affection that suited our tastes, but that Jdssinrf was inadmissible 
and would be held to bo a breach of the privileges of the House 
and a contempt of its dignity. This speech being loudly applauded 
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bv tlioso who luMinl i( sllll i’lirllu'r i out rihuti'il In llio iioinrifiy ;m,l 
awkwiU’ilnc'ss of (hf “ sil mil ion,” 

Mr. (’lay having- bofore ailvamvil slowly lakui.R- .snulV with one 
and (‘lialiinyi,’ wilb auollu'r- now sli'ppod rapidly iorN\ai’d. ollci’nl 
iim bis baml anil led im* (o ono of the sofas wbirli, -.(aiidiny upon a 
I’aisi'il [ilal foi’in, ovorlookud tlu* soats o( I hr lurinbrr s lirrr \vr sat, 
and ronvrrsrd foi* soinr (iinc about Kur'land and somr of llu* ar- 
(jnaintanrrs lu'. bad fornu'd t'luM’i' on bis rrtiiru li’oiu thr tdirnt Mis¬ 
sion, wluMi lir, Irfi, inr. and rt'pairrd to tbi' Sriiatr (’bainbrr whrro 
hr alludi'd to oin* lurrlin^x in thr luainuT 1 havt' risrwhrrr di"vribrd. 
Thr. rhai’artrr thus ^ivrn to our prrsonal rrlatious by Mr. Clay in 
thr farr of llu‘, lloiisi' of Ri'prrrs'nlalivi's ol thr I ullt'<l .‘^tatrs at our 
tirsl, ni(H‘lini>- aflc‘-r lu‘. had takru his part in thr lualtrr id’ ni\ noiui. 
nation miabii'd inr, <*.onsisl(‘nl ly with a proprrsrlf rrspcci to ronlinui' 
1113' inlrrroii!’s(' with him <m Ihi* foot inn' I prrfiu'i'rd onr whirh 
iii'noi't'd lh('. too prt'valrnt idra that politiral dill’rrrnrrs urur ‘-arily ’ 
ch’aw afirr thrni [iri'sonal liostilily. .Mtho’ profoundly rou i'ioiis 
of thr ilinirult^'' of icnowinju;; oiu'srlf, hoWrvrr boms.tlN and howrvrr 
Innulilv'' tlir siibji'rt may havi' hi'm studinl, and of thr ronsniuriit 
hazards (d* ilrsrribin/i; oiir’s own motives and disp<r it iom-, I \rl \ru' 
tnrr to sa\' that to uphold this line of sr]>aratlon bi'twinai prr oual 
ami political diirrriairi's and to protrrt social intrrcoiir.’-r from thr 
drl(‘lrri(Mis iidluiuicc'. of partisan iHibrralily or \ iolrncr were with 
nu' clu'rishi'd obji'cls during my [lolitical career; nor do I permit, 
my.si'lf 1,0 doubt, llial this ju.sticr, at h-a.M. will, when I am no more, 
hr accorded to my mtanory by most of my survivin'!^ i-ontcmporarir :. 

d'hr iiicidrnl.s id' the lii’st mornini!: I .sptmt in thr two fhaisrs id’ 
Conn'i'i'.ss, afti'P Ill)' reliirn from I'hin'iand, w«'rr, upon the whole, 
very ^n'ratilyinp;, bat the phaisurr they wri'c widi ralrulatr<l to imparl- 
was damped Iw a mortifying fidlin^oH' in another and mo l tru .tial 
{(uartin-. .Vl an c'arly hour i>f (hr morning followiniy my arrival, 
and bid'ori' I had .si'cn any of my friend:-, exci'pl (hose who belonged 
to the I‘resident’s faiuilv', I was calhal upon bv Mi’. lUair, then and 
afterwards thr abh' aial iidh'.xibh' editor id’ (he ^^^'ohinn:lon ‘‘ tllohe.” 
Hr had no(, lonn; oeeiiidi'd (hat position when I hd’f W as hiiudoii on 
my Mission and I had bad no aetjuaintan'-e with him anterior to his 
eomiiie- (hi're- to take*, charge of (lu* (dohe, but 1 had seen enoiiydi of 
him {o<‘on(ide in thr sineiu’ity and iutr^i’ity of his character, a con 
fidenei'. which all my suhsiujiient, intiu'cour.sr with him has served (o 
eonlirm and increase. Tlu' relation in which hr was rejrardeil by my 
oiiponrnts ns standine; towards me at the time', may be inferred from 
thr a])])Iieation tliaf. was made to him by ('oioiiel .fohtisou and .Mi*. 
(Irimd.v, two of Mr. Callioun’s friends, in nsspret (o (he publication 

" MS, V. II. laii. 



A'nTOBKH'.IlAIMI V OF MACTlN VAN lUTIUOISr, 


569 


<>r (he ‘ xVppeal ’ of Uk' lat.tor as lioreloriiro iiarraU'tl. lie took me 
ai)arl. and inad.o lo nu* a oonuminivation the suhslaiKU's of whicdi lie 
K'poalcd ill a note addrcsscil to ma at Liii<k'.inval<l loiiii; iiftcr my 
ri'iiroiuont from piiblia lifo; lo wliirli lu* was indiicad by seeiii*;’ mo 
maligned in the public papers in anonymous a,rti.eles whicli lie knew 
lo proceed from a mi'ddliu^’ neio-hbour and avowed friiMul of Mr. 
Mi'kane, whom 1 had felt myself obli^v.d to remove from olUce, 
wbiidi articles Mci. McLano know to bo in all respiu'Is rais(vbnt which 
lie did not ali'ompt to arrest a,s it was well uiulcrstood he ini^ht have 
ilono. The followiiv^- is a. cojiy of that nolo, so far as it relates to 
this subject: 

1 liiki' my IH'U la ask you IT you n'liiomlu'r llu* lirst ooina'rsulloii I bad wUb 
yo\i ariiM* your ri'lurii from I'bm'lami iii llu' window-uiclie of tbe (ieuoi'urs 
111 tie broakrasi room. 

I Hum told you I hat .Mehaiu' Iiad coiisjiirod will! your (mumiiIi'S durlufj: your 
idisi'iua' to ruin you tlml Im laid lal>oui'od to suiiplani you wUli (b’mu’ul .Ijick- 
son iiud wjis solirilous to ('xelude you ri'om his tii'k('t Jimi hiid oxm’t('d Idmsidi 
to ullmuiti' me from your Interests eou.lnriuji; me to discemtliim* t!u‘ w.ar I bad 
m!id(' (111 the Senaloi's \vlio votinl your i-(>Je<’tlon am! to ovi'r t.li(‘ efforts I 

was nmicint; to rally the I lemocr.acy on yon as \‘ic(‘ I'rc'shhait. .My aeiitialni.- 
au(a‘ willi you .at that tlim* was so lu'w tiiat 1 did imt (>s|i(‘ct. y<m to iihamhrn 
a fideiul of loiii^ stjoidiuK "ii my reimi'sentatioil.s 1 besitati'd the!’efoia> to make 
thoin and only broiadit niysidf to It from tlie eoiisideiaithm that it would Kiuird 
you from liu' bypoerlsy wliieli might otlu'rwise Imposi^ uium yon. 

1 need not say Imw mttrh I was di.s(,nrbed by Mr. Blair’s romimmi- 
(adioii. My ,stron<^ prediU'ctions retideik'd it impo.ssibli' for me to 
reeeiv<> his slatmnenls as in all respects widl foinidinl and leal me (o 
th(‘ conclusion that ho had imbibml prejudices ajL?ains(, Mr. M<'Ijanc 
:ind had liceii thus induced to pltico injurious const ructions upon acts 
which would prove .sn.sec])tible of a dillerent interpretat.ion. But 
there was ti niiinly candour in his ilmdarations and ti force in the 
rlrciimst.mces to which ho rid’errml to show tlud. he could have, no 
otbin* motive than to warn a man whom he .saw clu'rishlno; as a frieinl 
one Im knew t.o liavi' Ix'cn his (uunny, tind whom ho thou^’ht was in 
dan^'i'C of siistiiiniujLi; furtlu'r injttrii's from the sanu' source, which 
sta<*'^er('il but. did not ciilircdy (tvercome my habit.iial hearty laith in 
Mr. iMidv!in(''s friendship. He itnihori/cil nu‘ to ^i\c. his name to Mr. 
Mcl/ane as the. author of tin' commnni<';dion he. had nnuh'. to mo 
.sayino; that h<>, was aware-of ilu' risks he assnnu'd hy plaeino- himself 
in that )M)sition; Mr. Mi'kaiit' hohline: a hi/yh oHiee, muler the (lov- 
ernnic.nt which had monv pal roiuimv' at. its dispo.sal than any other 
and j)osses.sin<>f Ihc'- confidi'iicc*. and friendship of (lu^ Pri'sidi'iit, 
whilst h(‘. III' hoped, at lea.st, t'lptal in (leneral flackson’s ('ontidenco 
and reiL2:ard, was hut !in editor of a newspaper; whii'h considi'rat.ion.s, 
as ho did not allow them lo deli'r him from doin^ jnsllci', w'onld, he 
hoped, satisfy me of the di.sinteri'stedness of his motives and of tlio 
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.sincorit.y of his iH'oft'NSi'd 1 (haukcd hitu ft»r tin* frifudly 

fcH'liiiyi’.s 1)\' which lu' h:ul been actuaied in rc-pcct tn iu_\ fll and 
assured him that I did iml in (he h-a^.t thuTcc dfuilti their . inceriiy 
hut hen'i'vd him h> excuse uu* for hoping*, notuiih tantliiur hi . i‘\plieil 
slatmuenis, ami uiy conlithmct' in hir. tnUhfulncN , that tiuu' would 
diselost'SOUK* salisfaclorv cxplanatii>n or e -'cntial ipialiilcat i«m of tlu' 
)na(t<‘rs lu' rehuavd to, 1 lluui infonned him of my iutmifioiv {«) coH' 
sidt the. President, upoit the subject, and ohtaiiUHi hi' permissiou to 
inform, him td' what had pasMul between m^; of which couive he 
declared his approval as oiu‘ he expected me t(> a«lopt, adding that 
hnviiie- juud'ormed what. hi‘ rejjjarcled a-; a duty he would of i-our .e 
leave the mat.ter cutirely to me aiul if> for any rea on- I hould think 
it best, to take no fiuihm’ notici* td’ it lie wouhl bi* sati tieil. 

Mr. Midjaue paid me a visit a short tinit‘ aItcrwarit,, 1 biditwa^ 
on mv I’cturn from the Capitol, 't’hen' was in hi. manm-r nti ef¬ 
fort. to suppre.ss cmbaia'nsstueul by which my attention wa. iunm' 
<liafely iirrestisl, Simsibh'Imw natural it wa.sthat I hotihi imay:im' 
such a stale of feelino' on his part after tin* comniunication 1 luul 
receivtui 1 hd>our(Mk in o;ooil faith aUtl with a depi’ee id’ . ucci' S t(? 
tlisiuiss tlu' su])jeet from my numb but of eonr.i', it wa . out of 
my pow'tM* to do so alto^cthei*. t)ur interview, of wbicb ami of 1dm 
earria^’<‘ uiy reconectiou is :is frt'.li as ii the .cent* bail occurrcii 
ycst('r<lay. was brit'.f !ind our rouxt‘rsa(ion coidiuctl to the pmcral 
(oj)ics of tlu' day. I had, lad’oi’c I saw .Mr. McLaiic, rccci\cd a 
i\t)((' from Mr. Kaiu',' a Senator frotn Illiiioi-, a tpmilcman of tie* 
pui-est. eharnrier who had bei'u vtu’y jial’tial to flu* former ami who 
rh(*rished also n fi’ieuddtip for im* which I ato fully peer tiadcil 
ih(' iulluciicc of no man couhl have disturhed. apprisiui'' me of lii-: 
apprelu'iisions tlud 1 iidi^hl reet'iM* inipressious injurious to the 
^00(1 faith of Mr. .MeLai\t', hut as.sitriug' me that as. fur as ht* knew- 
or la'Iieved then' wns no sullicit'ut fiaindalion for them ami ^^eLane, 
on renehiujjf his house after his visit, st'nt me a kiiul not*' askinj; 
me h) ridt' with him tlu* m'xi tiny ami to take dinner witli him 
and Ids family un otu* return, 'rhis remh*n‘d it necessary that I 
shoidd conu'. (o a <'onelusion in regard to our futun' relatinu., before 
I nnswt'Ved his note. I thert'fore nski'd an inteiwiew with tin* Pi'csi 
dent and pive him the suhstuiiee. of Mr. Blair’s eonmuuui'utlorn I 
saw at. once that, the suhjevt. was not a new tme to him atul I inferred 
that Mr. Blair had apprised him of Ida intention to taki' the course 
he hud pursiK'd, which proved to l)e th<‘ fact. He spoke kimlly of 
Ml*. ’Mt'IjaiU' and In the highest terms of Mr. BlairM elmraett'i-, de 
.scribed It to he siirli as he cout-iniied to regard it till Id.s death, when 
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he left all his papers in his hands. He thought him incapable of 
saying what he did not at least believe to be true—but expressed 
no opinion in regard to the subject of his present statement fur¬ 
ther than could be inferred from the declaration that “ he believed 
Mr. McLane to be as much my friend as it was in his nature to be 
the friend of anybody.” Having said this he proceeded at once 
to exhort me to let the matter pass without further examination 
into the truth of the case stated either on the one side or on the 
other; I was under no obligations affecting-my own character to 
notice it and it would for many reasons be wise to forget it as far 
and as fast as possible. “ If you will be advised by me,” he said, 
“ accept his invitation, ride and dine with him and let things take 
their course.” The earnestness which Mr. Blair had manifested, the 
spirit with which he carried out his personal disputes, the certainty 
that he would bring the matter before the public in his i^aper if 
Mr. McLane denied what he had said and tlie injurious consequences 
that would in all probability result to the administration in its criti¬ 
cal position at the moment from such a feud upon such a subject 
between men occupying most responsible and influential positions 
towards it would have been considerations in favour of this coureo 
of great weight with me even if I had not felt myself under obliga- 
;tions to make the General’s wishes in the matter the rule of my 
conduct. 

I accepted Mr. McLane’s invitations. But with the best inten¬ 
tions and every effort on the part of both, the hours passed heavily 
and an influential member of the family charged me before I retired 
vdth being reserved and cold in my manner to an extent never before 
witnessed by the sx^eaker, of which I was entirely unconscious. Be¬ 
sides the understanding between the President and myself that no 
farther notice should be taken of the matter and that our relations 
should continue on their former footing an understanding in which 
Mr. Blair, feeling that he had done his duty, readily concurred, I 
have no sxDecific recollection of anything said or done x^revious to my 
leaving Washington, although it ax7X3ears by the extract from my 
letter given below that some conversation took x^hi-ce in relation to 
it between Mr. McLane and myself. On the 11th of August 1832, 
the latter wrote me a long letter in regard to an iinx^ortant appoint¬ 
ment then pending before the President, which letter concluded thus: 

I have now, my dear Sir, a duty to discharge to myself and which forms an¬ 
other object of this letter. In all my life, public and private, in one instance 
only have I evei- been accused or suspected of indiJforence to my friend at any 
time, but, especially, in the hour of difficulty: and I feel more than indignant 
that this instance is in relation to you. If you had participated in lliat sus¬ 
picion without an examination into the grounds which should have been 
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specifically stated and respectably vouched, you would have done me an injury 
which would have admitted of no reparation. But while you had the manliness 
and generosity to act in a mannei’ due to our relations, at least tor Ihe purpose 
of. explanation, you cannot do ample justice either to j'oursolf or to me without 
frankly informing me of the grounds of the suspicion and by whom they were 
communicated. The communication must have proceeded from an innocent mis¬ 
apprehension of opinions founded upon an unfeigned solicitude for your future 
course, expressed with the franlcuess of a friend, and to your friends; or, from 
a bad and wicked purpose; or perhaps a busy, suspicious, gossipping temper 
always heedless about consequences. In either case, it is necessary for my own 
safety that I should know the source whence I may be exposed to similar in¬ 
jury. I am the more urgent in this instance, because of information recently 
communicated to me, from my friend Mr. Latimer of Delaware, that he had 
learned in Baltimore that you and I had been involved in a difiiculty, which 
would end in my retirement from the Administration. The source of this report 
makes me regret that I did not enter more at large into one or twO' topics 
when you were here, and which I purposely reserved to a future occasion. 
How coulc^ such a report have reached Baltimore? I therefore submit my 
request to your own sense of justice. 

I should be glad of an opportunity in the autumn of conversing with you in 
relation to certain changes of which we spoke when you were here; and of 
making some suggestions both in regard to myself and others which appear to 
me important; and both more feasible and expedient than some that are in 
contemplation. I wish to go up the North River, probably in October, with my 
boys and would take that opportunity, if you were in the way, of seeing you; 
in the mean time you had better keep the whole subject open in your mind. 

I am, my dear Sir, 

Very truly yours, L. McLane. 

To Martin ^'an Buren Esq. 

This letter reached me at Lebanon Springs and I find from a memo¬ 
randum enclosed in it that I made the following reply to the part I 
have quoted: 

I have fully reflected upon your request in regard to the suggestions which had 
been thrown out in respect to your feelings towards me on a recent occasion and 
am thoroughly satisfied that that matter ought to rest where it stands. I 
thought it due to the occasion to assure you at Washington that I was not aware 
of a single instance in which the subject had been referred to in an unfriendly 
spirit as it respected yourself or from the unworthy motive of making tnjuble 
between us. Since the receipt of your letter I have passed the matt('r more 
deliberately through my mind and can with truth repeat the assurance that 
you would do injustice to any of my friends with whose sentiments I have been 
made acquainted, if you treasured up any unkind feelings towards them or 
harboured any distrust of them on that account. This is all that it is necessai-y 
for you to Imow. That they had apprehensions upon the pcjint is certain, and 
I have no doubt you are correct in the supposition that those a]ipreheusious 
liroceedod from “ an innocent misapprehension of opinions founded upon an 
unfeigned solicitude for your (my) future course expressed with the frankness 
of a friend and to your (my) friends,” and for which in the excitement of the; 
moment and under deep conviction that the course they advocated was vitally 
necessary, sufficient allowances were not made. That such a state of things 
should give rise to speculations of the sort was unavoidable and the application 
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to me by “ Mr. Kane shows you that they liacl eutered tlie minds of those who 
were most tliorough in their convictions that they did you injustice. 

It may perhaps be made a question whether my answer in negativ¬ 
ing the existence of an inimical disposition towards Mr. McLane on 
the part of those who had judged his course as an unfriendlj^ one 
did not go farther, for the restoration of peace all round, than the 
facts in one or two instances warranted; but in.truth Mr. Blair had 
no motive to injure Mr. McLane who had taken particular pains to 
serve him, and in the absence of full Imowledge upon the subject, 
Mr. Cainbreleng informed Mr. McLane himself that he had con¬ 
demned his conduct to me, but his friendship for him had not been 
given up. 

Of all the seceders from the federal rauKs who attached them¬ 
selves to the republican party in my day and who cultivated inti¬ 
mate relations with me and, partly through my interference, ac¬ 
quired creditable distinctions in its service there was not one for 
whom I cherished a warmer friendship than for Louis McLane, or 
one to whom it has been in my power to render so many and so 
important services. 

I left the United States for England in the full belief that he 
was one, if there was one, of that class upon earnestness and con¬ 
stancy of whose personal friendship I could place the most implicit 
reliance. If the disenchantment which the future had in store for 
me showed that this faith had been without good foundation at the 
time, there wmuld appear to have been even more exaggeration than 
could be credited to the partiality of friendship in the testimony 
borne by -Jackson and Forsyth to my surpassing “common sense 
and good judgment,” my “unrivalled knowledge of human char¬ 
acter and power of penetrating into the designs and defeating the 
purposes of my enemies.” But without admitting to have failed 
to reap considerable advantage in that direction from the observa¬ 
tion and experience of a long and busy and prominent political 
life I am free to confess my consciousness of one great weakness, 
which although springing from a liberal impulse, is always the 
cause to those subject to it of some and not iinfrequently of severe 
disappointment, the weakness of forming an extraAuigant estimate 
of the merits of new converts to my own opinions, especially on 
occasions when those opinions arc subjected to fiery assault and trial 
and when their new proselyte^brings to my side, with his welcome 
support, the attractions, vouched by old friends, of fascinating irer- 
sonal qualities. Even aside from the unreasonable amplification of 
them which I have described as attributable to a defect in myself 
and moderated to the measure actually intended by their respected 

°WS. V, p. 140. 
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authors (lio IiijLi'h cnfumiuins of my frirtul-. mimt in- royarilfil as 
< 2 ,-ivally ovt-rraicil in llu- It.niil of tlii- narratiu* of m\ rrlatiun-; wiih 
Mr, McLaiu'. 

A lan-icw of (Iiom’ n'latlons, houmar uvurral, i. no( a plea >aii( 
oc.ciipnlion il i.s raihcr ont> wiiicli I umilii he m<t,si hap[)y to d,* 
(Hiu- allo^cdhcr if (licy 'M'rc not iuirruincn in m» many \\a\r, \Niili 
sonu' of llu' inosl imporlaiU inoiiUmt . of m> puhlii’ i'arocr a-, to 
ansiiri' infarcmci's nnfaNorahlr to my-oll it I r'liouitl pasri thorn hy 
wilhoiif imtiiH', and if indocd (lie oM lauirdimiry mamirr in uhi.-ii lu‘. 
Ihoiioiil, il, ni. (o ( 4 ' 1 'minato Ihom hii.": nos matlo it indi ,jn*nsalilt> P) 
^’ivn- my N'orsioii of (inan. \\'hil:-4 as I havt* romarliod hotoro, 1 ha\t'. 
(d’ttm sufl't'i't'd inpK’Ui’luiH'nP; of my politioal ('om'..t‘ aiitl t'ondm'i to 
jia.ss wiMioiU-conn'thiiui wlum I Inul in my po st> >ioit thi* sure means 
of refulatfum eonlident of m\ alulity to li\e doun ealmun\ and 
ataure (o (‘onlinnal obtrusion of m\self amt my alVair upon the 
puhlie attention it is due tu tho.o* who iam} toward-, me in , ladi 
rc'lalions that they will he atfeeted by my tfotul or bad name after I 
shall hav(' linislual my etnirst* that m\ memory should be te led in 
lhoK(‘ resp(‘(ds by the fa<'ts by truth, twere and unabated, w hieh 
is all I ask. My oblii>al!on under aefual eu'i’Uio taime i ol eonr*e 
doubly imp(‘ralive to take espeeial eare that m\ a<Tounf ..IkiII he 
just and triu'. lunauilude---. errors may to some e\(i-uf oe. ur and l 
(:har<i;t'. those' on whom the pnblieation of this work neii, devohe if 
any such shoidtl appeair when I am no lon|i.n*r here to is-rreet them, 
to los(‘. no tinu' in doin'; so in tlu' mo.st etlVetinil wa\, on m 3 htdsalf, 
iuul to e-ivt> to Mr. Melauu'’r. memor) the full heuetU of eveiw ilouht 
ev('n (hat. ma\’ he t\'u4 upon any of my fatejneni . 

I made' Mr. Mebaiu''-- aei|uainfanee at U*a lilnirton, as nearlv a^: 
I reniendu'r, wdien I first ( 00 k my eat in ila- Senate of the I'idled 
Sfate.s. \\'(‘ holh joinetl Mr. dohn Ih Uiekei-oii’ ('oimre ional 
Mi'ss at. Strother's Ilofeh eompri-iu't him elf, Mr . and Mr* . {)iek 
er.'on, Col, Dwi^'ld ' of Ma aehmett , Walter Ihitter-ou, of Xew 
York, Mr. Mel auie amt m^vodf. Altlm' I hmi eonouited at New 
^ Ol'k to make' one of .Mr, I)';. ,Me:.s I helit'U' lUV Ifeinp a oeiaieil 
with Mr. Metauie wu , without previous arrangement and that our 
mee'tin*; was fortuitous: hut I was almo { immediately stromdy At 
(raeted towards him and our inf imaey rapidh niew into a frimtl hip 
that withstood exposure to many • form and would in all pi’ohahility 
ha\‘e emit iimed to llouri'di and to lieur fruit if if hatl not heeii stopped 
hy hi.s own art alle'ril had reaidied a .‘'Utisfaefory mafurif\. I'hmlin'r 
the mes.s .at W ashin<;ftiii t'lo tray' for u*- we non bdlowtal my eol 
league. .Ml’. KiiiL’"' to tleorLU'lown, where we remained tbiriin^ fhal 
ami the .suh,»et|iient ■ e- ion in a lues. rompo.-e«l of Mr. Kiim, Patroon 
\ an Uen.s.-.alaer, Ilarri on tl. (Jti , witli Id wifr and dauiditer, Ste 
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viMison, of \'ir_i>iut:i, Mr. and Mrs. Mrljaiu', (Jorhain, ol Hosioii. 
N('lson anil W’ai’lii'ld of Mai’vland, loMdoii .Mai'rcr. of \'ii-,u'iida, ant! 
(diihhort, of (Joorgia.' I soon took f^roiiud in favour of Win. 11, 
(’rawfoi-d as Mr. ^Ii)nro(''s sufcossor, in uhii'li I wu.-. t'amf’dly anti 
cordially joined hy Mr. iMtdjanc l>ut in which we separated politi¬ 
cally from others of our mess, includiujLj my collca,<.»;uc, 1 havt' 
lurnetl to numt'rous Itdlers from llw foi-mcr, y<'f on my lilcs.. for out' 
of (hat period as iitVordinjL*: the lu'st illu.sl rat ion, in rt'spt'cj. to .scmic': 
and fecliny^s of a tinu' .so di.staril, of lia* <riu' characit'r of t he ladal ion . 
tlicu e.xistia;Li: lielween us. 'That which follow.s, lu^in^ in fact tin* 
(Mirli('s{. in dale that has htam pn'.scrved, will happily he founil tpiitt* 
full in ri'^ai’d to tlu* political and pi'rsonal dispositions and views 
too that, wtu’e avowi'd hy him and it must ht‘ inferred tmlei'lainctl 
hy me at. that interestin'; pt'i’ioil in oiir puhlie lives, which wa.s .•■liori ly 
he.fort' tlu' ctdchraled 1‘re.sitlcntial canva.ss of h'sd), ulum Atlanr., 
(’rawford, (day, ('alhoun and rhirkson were candidate: for that 
hi<;h ollice. 

Wn.MiMO’o Aiftii, 

.Mv i>(.;vu \'\.\ 1 will not pfolcinl to loll you. Imu loiioh ploa-iii i* \ oiif 

hrlel’ tiolt' ol' the !.! 11 h lust. !',:i\o nio, Init roly nitoit It, iiolliiiir. \’.ill oltouil my 
" I'eiltM’.'U o:ir’' whloh nicairs well ol' tlio sinco-s of my Iriomln. tnoro o jH’oinlly 
if y i>tt are " |o shiirt' llio Iritimpli." 1 look npoii llto prooooUim": at AlPiiay H i n 
imatiiialloll of ,Mr. <'raw fm’d ; lialooU, Ihoy will la* worlli imioii uioro to him, If 
h.v I he powei’l’ul liUlaeiior of y oiir slate, they oaii load to a I'ooptooitoiuil oaueim, 
on wideh that ri'idleiimii imel plaoo tils lirmosl roliiiooo. I tuner doithlod the 
wisdom td' your coiuioll, ami fell satIsllotl that, \slfli a more influiato kooulodco 
of the pnmiids, you wore lUe host judr.o id' llu' oporni loin, ,My oidy approlioii 
slmi lut.s hei'u lluti ,sotm* eur."*od unpli* id’ di-.cortl would ho thrown info your 
.sliilo, whloh, a.s heroiofot’o, would horoiittef ili\ldoaml di'lriiol her power, hul I 
rolled 11(1011 the I’alitiuriis who, Klioulnr: the ."dioal’i, lunl skill to nuud them, 
I’.til, my ileiir Sir. the .strait is now passed, uitd I inrd the IMIof will keep" 
the shill ill an even stomiy eoiirse. 

'i’hlH Is a broad wish for a I’odornI pen, ami. lo he tianU, when I look fonml 
ami see ilio.so men id' the party s\ hiidt wan, hut Is no more, yet p.udinr in the 
walks of ullraiMu, or .sumetItinr wor.se, lutd hy the nhl id' rdlly dhialteetion, and 
Idle dial hiel loirs pfaMpIur, with \ain etforp;, at the nhados^ of power, whoso mth 
alimee hs trrol rle\ ably hoymid their reaeti, I dnuhl eseeedlntdy, whether 1 hau* 
any other ehiltit to fedoralisnt, than Unit, whleh the homu- of helnr ehtlmed and 
eherishotl us such hy (he bent, and oppoHinl hy (he wor.'it eUl/,eus of tu> own 
little native stale nlTord.H me. Hut, after all, I tnied u\old all I'eiraeihue. 
tuid huHe Illy frleiid.s. and ymi ainmu' .dher.s, to judee me hy iny uotlnies tf 
the lapse of a lew mouths imd.H a holh o..|MtU‘.htK the same prinelides, luhofid 
iiih the same eause, and mhaia’lnr the same leader, y mi mU'd phr mo at loast 
tes iniieh eredli for orlhodosy, as will he allowed to " ymttir: Mr, ('alhotin" and 
llioac* Worthy enadjtifur.s, who, under the wluj' of (hui'l llarjier, mean to tala* 

* .Si,.j,h<'u \‘iiif U'Ur .aliu i-, yiiihctt .sti'\> I,••>»!•! .Mi t.niu-, n< ujaadu loah.Mu. .t'dai 

.Sel.-.uit, thiiry K W.iiliohl, ('hiifl<-i l-’caiua .Mt-ici-t, and .yiftod fultitifit. 

" M.S, V. 1. t if. 

li.ii.i'i'i Uoudiiii. niitiii't'. 
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the palace of a coup de 7nain :—if the famous A. B. plot' be inadequate to th* 
purpose. 

You are too warmly remembered by every member of my J'amily, My Dear 
Sir, to have made your U'tter indifferent to any one of tliem, and it came only 
in aid of the frequent occasions we have to think and talk of you. It atones in 
SOUK? small degree too, let me say, for the heinous offence you committed, in 
leaving Delaware to your left, on your way home, and for remaining in Idiila- > 

delphia no longer than to allow me time to arrive there a few hours after you 1 

had taken your departure in the steam boat; I take it for granted tho’—to use f 

the language of our friend Archer—that you v/ould not have dared to have : 

committed this outrage upon friends who deserve better at your hands, if you f 

had not coupled with it the resolution of a summer’s visit—and let me hope J 

that this event may be rendererl inoi-e probable by the coming trial of the speed 
of New Yh)rk and Virginia, which will force you to Long Island. I shall send 
a very pressing summons for Archer, and I shoiTld be exceedingly happy, if 
you could prevail upon Gen’l Van llenssalaer to escort you hither, taking care 
to bring with you Master John, for whom you have already made promises, 
with which he may not be entirely disposed to comply. But fill your suite as 
you please, and you will gratify me most. I can promise you little more than ; 

the pleasure of making us all very happy with your society, and to show you, ' 

in the small circle of our friends, in how humble a village I am content to toil 
away my time. We will together examine Philadelphia and its environs and 
together inspect the pea patch to be the bcUtor prepared to silence Gen. Cocke ^ 
in next winter’s campaign. Baltimore too, is at hand, and even Richmond, ' 

should you be inclined to migrate so far south, is within our reach. 

In the end, with the best regards of Mrs. McLane, believe me, my dear Sir, 
most affectionately yours 

Jj. McLank. 

In this cordial and unstudicnl letter and in the inferences it jus¬ 
tifies in respect to the nature of conimnnicatlons generally to 
and from him the spirit and scope of my political ]iartisanship arc i 

truly delineated. In them, I trust, will be iicrceived an iinalfected ■ 

solicitude for a sincere unity in tho iiolitica! faith to which I pro- ■ 

fessed to adhere as the only proper basis of political co-o})eration 
and a deprecation of combinations of individual leaders and of fac¬ 
tions for the attainment of personal or party ends without care for 
the actual political principles and feelings of those engaged in them, 
such as have unhappily become too common in later times. It was a 
union and concert of action in favour of the old Republican creed, 
looking to the public good as the end of our labours, that I desired 
to consummate vdth Mr. McLane and which he appears here and 
always i:)rofessed to be most willing to concede. Although so widely 
and perseveringly charged through my whole life Avith being a polit- , 

ical intriguant such and no more have been the substantive aims of 
my political operations. I have never pretended indifference or in- j 

^The A. B. plot, so-called, was a series of scurrilous articles by Ninian Edwards In the i 

Washington Republican, signed A. B., having for their purpose the discrediting of 
Crawford to the consequent advantage of Calhoun’s presidential chances. See Win. M. 

Meig’s Life of Calhoun (N. Y., 1917) vol. 1, pp. 294, ct acq. 

2 Philip St. George Cocke and the controversy as to the United States’ title to Pea 
Patch Island In the Delaware River, 
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sensibilii.y lo llu> ^ood (>i)ini()n of (ho lH' 0 })lc and havo nioro, than 
once, shown my rc'adiness lo :u‘c('i)(, icstinionials of their conlidenee 
and favour when Uu'y have been presented wilhont solicitation and 
as the evidence of approval of my conduct, but I can safely, as I 
have done t)crhaps before, defy my ('ontemporaries to produce a 
single line or to recall a sino-le word cominji: from me Avliich had for 
its object the construction of combinations or the suggestion of i>lans 
to secure my own ])romotion in public life. Tf it shall be thought 
that the record presents evidence that ought to have salislital m(^ 
that Mr. McLanc did not cherish the political ])rinciples of t!u‘. old 
re})ublican school with the consistency anti singleness of juirpose 
with which 1 claimed to support (hem mystdf—that I have too often 
overlooked his shortcomings in that rt'gard and that, blimh'd by 
j)ersoual partiality, 1 ha/.artled (he j>iiblic interests by causing his 
advancement to respousil)le public, stations, be that my reproach and 
the judgment of the Country; but U'i it not be infm-rcMl (hat. I sought 
his political association to augment my own resources iu my puhlii^ 
career. lie never had it in his power to he—neither did I ('ver he- 
lic\'c. lui was or wouhl bt' of .sc'inict' to nu* in that rospcct. 1 alwa^'s 
knew on tbe contrary (bat (be 'j’)ar(laliiy whicb bore* fruit for him 
i?i repeated ami .su<’C(‘.ssfid (dlbrl.s to ndvauee. him in ollicial positions 
produced an abundant, eroj) of dissatisfaet ion ami even aliimation 
in the circle of my old polit.ical friendships. Kor (lu^ olfcr to him 
of the place of Attorney (Jencrnl of (he United States, as wid! ns 
for his appointments, tn n'gului’ succession and within a hrieiVr 
period than any one man ev(‘.r held tluun, b) the dist inguislual ]»os(.s 
of Minister to lOnglnnd, Secretary of the 'Pnausury and S<‘er(‘t,ary of 
State of the (Tnit<‘d States he was, layond nil do(d)t, indc'bted to my 
intervtmtion in his favour and to (le.ne.ral daeksoids conlulenee in 
my opinion of his (lualilications. Tlu' sliili' of mind in which I 
found him on my way (o Washington to enter ujjou the duties of tlu^ 
oHice of Scciadary of Slate shortly lad’ore (he. (irs|. of thesi' mov('’ 
ments in his b('half has been already described. His le.t.ter in uuswcu* 
(o (lie olb'rs 1 was authorized by Uresident Jackson to make (t) him 
of (hi^ (wo (irsi. immliojual place's have also been re.ferriMl to and will 
b(‘ found in full in tin*, corrcspontlence. It, se.e'ins now' most extra¬ 
ordinary (bat I .should have overlooked indications of an ov(',r\V('(>n- 
ing care for self (hat ought. i.(> have put me* on my guard, ('sperially 
when, at his pres!-‘ing inslanee, I obtained also from the Presidcad; a 
promise (hat. he shotdd he appointed to a sent on (In*, heue.h of (hi*. 
Supreuu* Court of (he United States if a suitahh' vacancy oc.citrred 
(looking to tin* probable early resignation or death of (lie. ag«'d 
Judge. |Uahriel| Duval) and commimieuted tin*, rt'sult of my ap[)lic.a" 
aiiT-lKP—voi, 2—20-37 
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iioii in his liclialf In him at Lmulnn whiNt In- in po- a-..-.ion of (ha. 
h'n^u'lisli Mission, fliuloa Hahlwin shortly alM'iA'.anl . the i*rc>"i~ 

(h'lU. notica of his inlanlitin (o ra.siyn his -a:it on tlu* Ih-iiah ami wa 
(•onlidant ly axpaatail (hat ha wouhl tlo so. 'Thara hain.^ a nianifa-4 
iniprt)pi-i(‘(y in appoint inn: M>’. .MaLana (o (ill (ha vaaanay whiah 
Would ha\'a. haan thus araatad l)aaaii>a td' his mil n'-mliii'ii: in thi' 
('irauit, !>nl aidii'ipal in/^ his anxiaiy upon tlu' .aihjaat ami Inn in< 3 ; 
oacaision (o writa him in an,-.war to anolhar uppliaation, I imula (ha 
following: (‘.xplamdion (o him: 

(’ouiiat'lctl will! 1 his NiiiiJiMi i.s {( uaillrt* whii' 5 ! t am jsfi'miMrtl in lurnihiii la 
yait ia .sliial I'niUiilaai'a. lull in rcaaol l<> whiali we M'ar(’r!\ taidu uhm to say 
In ras|i(‘c| to iis hojii-ina.s uiioii \tair iataffst, 

.Illiln*' IhilUwin i.s tii.ssiitisticd will! his ’Aluatlou lor !'»‘iisiin ; wiiiah It is 
imii('acs:,;ir_\ to ovplala rtiialuT Ham tlt«',\ no'W mit of oitpositimi to what lii> 
raannls as !Ut imw sna’anlahlc* osift! ion of It;; ' {lowcr.s li\ tho I’oini, ion! h;a. 
nl\’aii the I'rf'siilrlil tiHllco of his iiitoatioa |o I'C 'iau aitc!” hr h.t . > oiiiplrlrti 
his (’ii'aiiit- or ia (ita fall sit farthest, You iirri! not to iir a nir<! oi liic 
Iilcsasufa the l’ri‘sl(h*nt woulii (al.a ia apiioisitia': \iia to tisi- \arat.i>, cmUiUria 
ttuil the t’ouilttw Would huvt* notluaa to aniiiriirad irota ,\o!ir oisuiMa ; uin' 
ann It hr m-ar.sstiry to a\jilaia to \ou the Uiiturr uad r\,irsd of itir dlfiirafiy 
which tirisr ; from .\our Hot iiriaa of the (‘irruif, S.1I thri.•!,,!•(* that hr 
hiaisrlf at liht'iMy lo say is th:n hr will wjdci! thr uio\rim-ut ol rirtUs witli :i 
Uial.i r.ral for ,\our Wc-lfitrc. and if. w lirji tlir time roui«“ , Itr fio.! dial h<- i .01 
(•olislsl rat l.\ jlltpolat \ on it will hr oOr of Itir luo t Jiir.is.Uil <Wr;(t of his h!r. 

Hafora wi* partad in .\'aw 'V'oi’K, 1 for Mnn'hnnd and hr for \\‘.n h 
in.iflon (o (aln* upon him.salf (ha futialion tif Sarridtii} of thi* Traas- 
ury, ln‘ ttskad nu' lo wrila onaa mora (o (ha Ih'r idmi upon (ha • nh 
jaa( of (ha tfudr'adiip. 'riia orijrinul prctiiii a till ramamrd in full 
forat' htd- I fait (la* awkwarilna of :i atunplianaa wilh Id ratju«'..( * 
navaiihah* s a;; i( wasalmo ( a nila with laa to raftisa him nothiiip I 
gave him tlu' follow inr- hdlar: 

'1*0 i JO rtil ooa M'. 

Now \imK. tUf/iod drd, 7 . 

!Mv Kiwu Stu: 

t»ui' mutaal frii-od. Mr, Mrl.aar frfinoM his nrrfrrrma for the Itrsirh, uad 
will, if Inna! «Ur>:, hr iiiriiwd willi tlir nnjtouuai.-at to Hiij.jih the ^utiiury. 
11 is fm- nfnioiir; rr;i-Oil?; joj rjirarsf Isopr that thr ojij.i.i !ui.ifj, to rititOi, him 
la fills rrsitri-i, if It in to orrar duriar yotir udiiijaSstrutlofi. 0111,% hr drl,n.-.l 
tadll it is tasir its cloS!>, 'l‘hr snrrlflccH which Sic has itrra ohII,:!-d to mal.r hy 
his Xtl.Hsioii inefruHr the ucct*Hstfy of i»iH oldjtiiiimt jm jiri initucut siad »•. iaih. 
(■.vneanhe jjli cmjihvuaral uh hr cnu. nad the r\taaf of his ramll> lr;i‘,( - loin, 
as he thilti.-A hut Hllh* optioa ms to his rom-“i‘ in fhr iwrid o{ thr ham.raim' 
(d’ I hi* cotif iarn'iicy referred m, 

Heliaviint: thiU I umler.Mtitml yoar ferliu;'*^ (ownrd-. idiu I luor tidou tiir 
Ilhi*rly af aHHitrlm; hlta flml (here i^5 m» ohjeet u.-iu-rr .umr heart fhmi to 
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lirt)in<i((> Ills iutiM'i'st and thu( nn tHinsltUM-ntiuns 11ml omkl bo svijjjj^osled i*na 
inoroaso liuU (U'siri'. 

X't'ry truly ymirs, 

M, Van UintKN 

at Inn^lh, in thn prosonoo. of (ho Prosidi'iii, (ho iiu- 
jiroHsion lhii(, would jirohahly ho produood by piH'.soidiiijji; an applioa- 
(ion for a so(‘ond o/Iioi' a(. (ho inmnont. of oniorin^ upon so imjiDidant 
a station as (ha(. of Secroiary of (ho Treasury, Mr. M(‘Lano roluruod 
my lotlor endosod in one from himso.lf, without date, whioli was 
iniinodiatoly followed by the letter of Aiigusl, 11, ISJU, both of 
which are here given. 

I hiM*(‘\vlth rolura you (ho lottin* yiui jiiuvo ino for (lu‘ Prt'HUhnU. in orih'r (hat: 
you may allor (iu' dull' and (nuisiuU. U by mail. I (’i'll; an Insuia'rabU' di'iicaoy 
in Imiidinr; K (o lilm myst'ir, mtluithslaadiiiK Ids n'ci'plimi ami his (rmdmont 
slnoi' liavo la'on of (Iu* kimbml ami mosi ('mli'arlujj: kind. Sliii (ho U'Kit !a 
Imuorlnni. You musl: not. asorlho it (o sasiiiolou wiimi l assiio' you (lm( Mr. 
Taui'y JhilttH Hhii of mi^. Ho was (ho only mu' of llu' (’aliinot who kt'i>l olT and 
hint / did not .voo tinlil ire met i/t'ntcrdon nt the I’l'fsidfiit'n in (•(iiincil. Wo wi'i'o 
always mi y:n(id lorms and f know of no oalisi' of soimralion lunv lull Ids foars 
on a cot’lain suliji'cl. 'I'liorororo do mil rail lo si'iid llio lolh'r. 

Lot im* add in omuK'oiion willi lids suiijori ilmi you art' ('sraplnr; rrma a 
Hi'asmi id’sldfm.s and a sludU'rod sidp. I fanunl doniil I’rom all I si'o ami lu'ur 
llmi llto ohanot's an* uKalnsl our idtl ('Idor, and lo dial I simll hoKin oarly lo 
main' up my ndml, 

J mn’t forRol Iho loltor to tho I'ri'Hidonl, 

Wash i.Mi'i'oN, Aiiiiiiftt lllh, 

My Hkau Van Uoukn. 

I Konl you a hirR(' paokol of it'llors lliro' Mr. Howno wliloh I liopt' will bi' 
sallsraotory. 1 nlsti hoU! .vmi (in' li'llt'r ymi j^avo nu' Tor llu' I*, la ordt'r (hai. 
I( mlRlii Ri) (o Idia tllrofily (’rmn ytai. My oiijt'i’l la wrltinr; now is (o iiu- 
prosH upon y<ni ihi' Importanoo of tloltiR nio ihal I’avtmr: and id’ addluk lo d, 
if you foo! ymu'Soir til lilu'riy n lint' on llu* .snioi' Huiijool lo Mtijor Lt'wls. lit' 
volualarliy son! mo a lolii'r mioo upon lIu' Huli.li'ol ooulaluiun' an oxpn'.ss iiromlHo 
of lilt* 1* ami lliorofort' il Is Ilia! 1 sUKP’sl lo you llu' iiroprloly of Inlimaliaj^ 
(o him ihal rofoiil ooourn'tu’os .shoiihi md In* allowoil (o nllt'r thi' latondoas 
forniorly onlorlaliu'd. Boliovo mi' liiid 1 am nol inl,slak<*n la lilt' lU'oi'.sHlly of 
this iuiI'rfi'ri'iioo. 'I’lio doslKti.s In anollior ipiarlor an* md to bo illsrt'jiurdi'd 
ami tlu'fo is no othor iiuarlt'r lima you fnan whloii 11 wmdd bo possiido for 
mi' to inilumlo my wlshos. Von may Invont wliat. prolrxl you ploaso for your 
loltor, hut on no aoi'ounl ni'Kloot. It. 

Onoo moro I bid you Adion 1 

With my hoKl wIhIio.s for your prosporlly 

L. M’L. 

Major Lewis (o whom ho rofors was his uniform and zealous 
frii'ud and did not estc'om him llu* lo.ss for his fodt'ral unieoede.nts, a 
point, in whioh the Major oonhl not- hut, indulgt^ in a follow fooling, 
hut. it is duo (i) tho. hittor to say that no eimsidt*ra(ions or tompta- 
(ions, thmugh many of whioh ho. was oliligoil t.o pa.ss, ooulil woakt'ti 
his lidolity to tho (tenoral or his desire, for the. sueeess of his Adminis- 
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(ration. AHhttu^Oi I diilVivd \vi(h him iipnii many ab.-trart ({lU'^tions 
I iVcl (lia( I <‘au sah'iy hear (his iniouy in hi-helialf. The " other 
<|uar(er” sixtkim of hy Mr. MeLane. referred tit Mr. Tane,\, the. 
Attitrney (ienerai, as is piainly eimnydi intimated in (lie hr ( not'. 

On tlu' day hefnri' I saih'd from New York I eneloNt>,l my original 
letter of the hd Aufxnst to the t ieiieral in that whieh follows; and thus 
my last tlioii'rht. and my la.st- aet, at (he moment of (|id((in|4: niy 
e.onntry, \ver(' di'voti'd to theseiwiee of oiu' whom I (hon|^ht n-> I iiuve 
said, hound to m(‘. hy ties of personul frieitdsliij) on whii'h I miehi. 
rely in the worst, of times. 


'I'o TUr, I’lu siatA V. 


N> w \«<UK. lu<i. l,'i, ISJt. 

My iiKAti Siu 

I jaoe the ciielusctl to ulir ffletul wtieli hi'ie, Imt he ha. hffU f>l hy u 

Siausc Ilf (ielli'iU'.V il'iilil iletiM'rina it t" >"'t im'l lee, fe! tirii'-il If III li»t* wtfU a 
requr.sf llml I wiUthl wiifi- In ynti t'l’nin hi-re. U am nf fUni* an* In 

ene]ii.‘ie it (n ,\i'U aiul hi reijaf.! fhiti ,\iia wmihl slmw it «i*iiliilri»tlall.', In Majnr 
lawvl.s wimiu hr a.sUs te hr iaf’nnunl us tn hh. \\i-hr i, 

Ml*. Mi'I.anr Is ilrllahtril with .\itiit' rrifjitiiui nf inm mtil uiU in uU ti-ijHna.s 
(■mar uj) lu ,\mir cviiertatimis. I'.ftwci-n if-., iti .siti<i I'miHih ir r, hr mijUi hraila 
(hat iniether turaihrr m' .\iitn' ('ahiarl rua\ ilr tlr tJir -auar {il.r r that la* li.irs. 
'I'fllk lu him I’fi’el.V fllimtl It it' .M'U ihru r lUill la* W ii! h** .if ra .r. It h.l > tiri*(l U 
vt'f.v imiilrjisaiil iiluitrr t'nr im* tu jirr-.a thi'. ■aihiri i iiit«>a ><iur uttrutimi uf tlii-s 
mmiirnl hat I rmihl nut wi-ll u\uiti it, mut It i*. h>-'a fhui out •.hmihl l.iaiw all. If 
ymir suit is Wllll ,MiH rrJUflllhrr air tu him .airrtluaatrl^ tual ihi tin* 'niUtr tu 
•Mr. 'rri.sl ; say, if .Mat {lirii-.r, fu llu* latfre, Itiaf t wmihi wiitr !4im If 1 i uiihl hut 
(hilt lu* must wi'ifr utr iiftrii iiml frmrmhrr tar lansfii, kiiull.i. tu ^tl i. Uatuiulhlh 
Mr.s. 'I’l'isi and iill the fiimlty. 

(hid Idr.NH you. 

M, V4.*^ in m.s. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX; 


T ro.iul al; Tjondoii AFr. McLaiio’s first ofTio.ial roport upon the 
financos, and, fully awaro of tho condition of ihin^ at Washington 
and of iho posilions of all parties, T ropvrdcd it as a state j)apc.r 
calculated to sup<M’sede Prc'sident ,lackson as the ellicient head of his 
own athninistration upon a vital i)oint by which it was destined to 
stand or fall. Sensibh'. of the einharrassment not to say huiniliation 
to which iny veiu'rahle friend would unavoidably be exposed by tlu'- 
appearance of such a docunuMit-, c<)inin<>; from such a source, ami by 
tile conseijuent exultation of his enemies, I could not but exjierience 
pain and mortification when I rcfi('ctc<l upon (he. “ ajj^cmey I had 
excifc'd (o brin^ ahoui. an aiipointmcnl productive of simh ri'sults, 
1 had not hesitatc'd a nionu'nt. in rejecting Mr. McEane''s ailvice in 
respi'ct. (o my hurried return to tlu^ llnitcal States and to seeking a 
scat, in (he. Senate' at. the close' of its session as in the last ele'jj;re'.e un¬ 
wise, ye't. upeen ne'itlu'r point, hael the' sn|Lj:f>:e'stion raise'd in my minel a 
doubt of the sine'e'i’ity of his frie'iulship. 

fi'hiis much I hael written on this suhje'eefc almost in t.he words as 
(hey stnnel now ]»ri'cisely in those worels so far as l.lmy speak of 
Major Lewis, whe'ii I was reminde'd hy one of (he preeiedin/^ U'.t.te'rs 
of (he close frie'iulship which hael lon^ existeul bet.we'cn him ami 
McLnne, sincere as I had re'asem t.o know it was on the j)n.rl. of 
Is'wis, and, what hael a. more particular bearing upon the subje'e’t 
before' me', of a nu'ssa/Lije'' from (h’lU'ral ,bu’kson t.o Me'Lane'. or to 
Major Barry of which L'wis hael oiu'c (old nm (liat. he was t.he bearer, 
'riu', import of the* nu'ssagt*, as far as my nuunoi’y se'i’ved, is set. fort.h 
in the', lette'r fre)m myself tei Lewis whie’h folhiws. I had not then 
neir have'. I now any ree’olle'ction of what I said or elid in re'p^arel te) 
tlie me'ssage' referre'el te>, ne'ithe'.r can I fix tlu', ju'riod at whleeh the 
i‘e)nimune‘alion was maele to me by Lewis. My e-onchisiem. henveve'r 
is that it was at, the time^ whe'u it was my inte'ut.ion to sufi’e'.r by^^eeiU'S 
e*n the pe)in(. inveilve'el (et re'inain by^unu's, and (hat. F therefeire'. eliel 
not. lu'e'el (he infeirmat ieeii. fi'he'se' re'ininise'e'uci's sugp^ested the ielea 
of airen’elin^ Mujeer L'wls an oppeertunity to say what he mi;j:ht 
think preepe'C in n'lxnvd tei the e’emrse Mr. McLane hael pursmed tei- 
warels me', in my ahse'nce*, as he was for many reasons the individual 



582 


AMF.UICAN’' inSTOUU'AI- ASS(U'IATloNF 


iiKisi liki'lv to know tlu' wholi' truth iiiuin tlu* .suhjt'rt aiul ns I was 
lu'sidi's not. a liith' in tlu' dark, at this late day, a-; to what had Iummi 
his own nioti\(' in making tlu* fomininiicati(»n rotorriai (o to nu'; 
wIk'IIu']’ to |)iil iii(‘ on niy Ljftiard in rc'-jHwl to Mr, Mchani' or only to 
j;)lac(' lad’orr nir a t’onspifiutu.s illu.st rat ion of (han'ral daok.iin'-. liilch 
ity to his friends a haitiiia' in lli^; charartcr wiiieli l)oth the Major 
and myself had found many ami iutercNtiuy oeea-iou(t» appreeiate. 
My eariu'.si desin' to proteet my ri'eord of thej rausaet ions and feelings 
of wliieh I wril(‘ from the ehain-e of error or of injm-fiee, throuju^h 
lapse of nunuory oi* imfoiimh'd suspieion, inelin<*d me stroiii^ly to 
aid uj)on that idtaa hut this eoiir.se \va“ <me not fri‘e from dillieulfit's. 

'J'lu' result of all my relieetioiis upon flie sultjeet ssn-. that 1 owed 

it. to truth, to Mr, Mtdame, and to myself, ttt atl'ord Major Li*w i . an 
ol>por(unity to say what la' mi”ht desire to sa\ in reyard to it and on 
the lot h of .Vpi'il la.-1 ha\ iny had no eomumnieat Itm w ith tu* informa ’ 
t ion uhoiit him. for nearly t w tmly year,-. I aihlre ed him a . foUnw 

.’ktA luu W \t. 11. I >'« I , 

1 \ u A! e, l>>th htJi'J, 

My ukau Sir, 

ir iii.\ luetiiury !.s itnl niuri* at lUmi leitnil. >im mifr t.ihl m«‘ Hint 

<}ent*nil .IfM'lvStiii Niisjieetlttr that flturts UfO* in.doin: utfti Ihf Kamt lri!,;r "i u 
l»(irli(in ti(’ Ids ('iiliiiifl. wtiil-.t ! w,! . in laial.iiul to ih> I'ur 

llie nllifi* 111 ’ Vice I're.sliient, M-nt >i>u In Mr, Mi'l.atir, ulm, hi* iiiierrlu-iitlrtl \ui.h 
fuViitiralile III the [ 1 with a ini'.'URi* In flu* rSJfi’l "'t'li.O if O-al rniirsi* 

was iierNl.sii'il in mai iiunie .sur>’e,N',rtil, he wniihl an O' Itn- HrnuU.uti* »f flu* l•ucl 
tif Ids llrsf ii'nii ": lUHi Ihai you ileliou'fit it tu Mr. .Mi-t,iuie. 

I mu jil'ento’iua Kdiiu-thiiU' tlhe nu uufoti!iii*.rHiiU> of jua lift* in tu* nutdtsUed 
after tuy !tl•^llll, lu uldeh lie* (h-nfoit will iif>f.,',ui-lii l U! u liu'rer fi,:uro Hum 

iu. \.self and ttirourh u lu«'h 1 lin|n‘ in iauiri- > > no r«'ailcr-i lUUi a trufr nud t 

Imtie still laurt* liooruhU* «.l' his rhnvmlov and innurUn-'s Ihun fhi-> \et 

ini.s.N's.s. Not Ihe li'asl iiroaiinrid li-alurc in thnt oharut'liT, win hli lidfllfy 
tn ids I'rieails; nad it has orrun'i-il fo a»* fimt tld'* i lo inustjuiio niu,\ hr 'lU!*- 
ee.s.srully euiith>\eil In llhrdnsie hi-, tli-dio'aiion |u Ihid rt-riod if I mu eoro-rf 
in res|ierf fii (hr turhi” and .om hio, r no oiijei'tiMU fo Ihrir lu'iiu; thU's tlwd. Hr 
wiiH trout Htr tiair of’ ui.t, r<"i,'uafion tlr'drouii Itmf 1 nhtuttd run for fhai ofhrr. 
lutl I was oi«no rd fo if hrforr flu* rrirrtiou. tf I mu rirld la (■«•/,ltd fo fhr 
|irluriiiul rlrruaisUoirrs it will hr dr'lrahh* that \ou hhould sjHTir^ of what 
jterioi! Ihr traa.MH-ltoii fool, tdarr whrlhrr hrforr or atfi-r ihr lUml arfloa of 
the .Setisde, If .\ou [irrirr for imj rmsoii fo ‘,a_v aofldar; upon the sahjrrt 
.\oursrll', oi‘ to liaM* uofhiiu': huid ahoul It h.\ inr, .\ou hao* nsdi. fo >i:i> -.o aitd 
(he iiffair will he left uufouehed, I afJi liof {HislfUe fhal 1 ohidl Uii- If iu uay 
event, 

Volt hrrp tiuirl like a wtw aiait, raJo,\ rnod hralfh. I hopr, font aO* happ\ I 
do tiof dould. in our rlr.-uUif^tatu’rH, Whrre i* uiur lUmrtdrr and Inn*, is hrr 
hridlh fOal your own? Mine at 7(1 la iieffrr fhaa tl hua evrf hrforr hrra, uiul 
1 enjoy lilr lolaiii'ald.A. 

With heat w IhIiuh for ,\our hralfh uful ImppluriH 

\rr.\ frul> ,\ourH, 

M V 1% I5i fu s. 


M,S, V, ji. II’lO, 
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I ^ivo Iho whole of his i-i'ply ((‘xcc'pl, as ukmiI ioned below) be- 
eaiist' Iho’ parts of it, hiive no partieular reh'renee to the subject 
under consideration, t.hey serv(‘ to show tlu' character am! disposi- 
tioii of tlu' man, and are in that respect not without- value, and in- 
teia'st-: a i^urt of the. postscript stated th;d. there was a [)assa<ji:e in 
the pap<'r he sent me headed “Notes, e.lcd’ which lu‘, particularly 
<l(‘scrihed and which on retlection he ])referr(ul should not Ix'. pub¬ 
lished and which being loft out would not as he truly said, ‘■‘■aire(‘.t 
what, preeedi'd or follow-ed in tlu' least.ddiis passage*, whilst it 
repeats mom speH'ilically t.he charge against Mr. Mehane- of setting 
on foot an intrigue, to defeat my nomination for the oHiee of Vi<te. 
Pn‘sident, t.o promote his own ultimate views in respec-t to the 
Pr('sid('ncy, inii)licates also another gentleman of whom he did 
not wish to si)eak, d’hat part, of tlu* Poslscrij)t t<' his let.ter as well 
as tlu* pa.ssagt* in tlu^ Note's” refei’red to arc* omitted. 

N.vsuvii.i.i.;, \iiril 

Mv aSAK Siu, 

Vmir lallci’ut’ (lu* lOlli lusl. luis liccu vi*(l, anil llin licsl rnjil.v I can iiiala*, 

II sfi'ius (ii iiu>, is III snmi ymi tlu* (‘in-lusi'd paiu'cs. 'rimy I'oitluiu (*vi*i’y UUiiu nf 
iniiKirlanci' in rnlaliuii In llm-uoniiiuilina m’a ^11(11(1x11' I'iH' IIk* in'i'.siiU'iicy 

III IS.'Vj:, ill’ w'liicli I liavi' any Uti(iwli‘(lj.':(‘, and an* nmn* to Im ri'lli'd on llnin any- 

lldna I can sa.v, or wriie, nl (Ills disiiini day, a.s (Imy wero wrllion when nil lln* 
tacts and clrcmnslnnecs wc'i'c ti’csti nuon niy mind, ^■on ciin ri'ad thciu and 
it ymi llnd niiyiUliiK In tlu'iu fliui you would lIUi' to havt* 1 ninsfi'i'i'cd to your 
)ii-ontisi'd aiiloldojjfraphy yon nri' In'iirllly wt'lciaiio lo us(‘.tlieiii. Indeed, llio 
liiiliortant and iulcrcstinj.? evi'iils Ihercin imrnUed iH'loiip: to tiie history of tin* 
time;; in which they occurri'd, and .should lie placed ou record Tor the use of 
ruiure historians ol’our eouniry and 1 have uol thi'n'l’ore, lln* least ohji'cttons 
tlial yiai nIuiII use (hem In sueh a wayn.syoii may ih'em mo.si jirudi'iil and proper. 
I tm\c one rc(iU(‘sl |o mak(*, however, If ymi eouciude to use them and that ts, 
on ri'adim^ tiiem, if jou shall (hid a shixde expresshai llml. you think will i,dve 
ptilii lo .Mrs, Melaine thiil you ijllher strlki* U oul, or modify 11. 1 liavi* always 

had ureal respect for her uiul her family, and would lie exeeeiiinui.v unwllUiir: 
(it s'.iy or do any thhiKi If I kni*w It, llml would Ik* eulcuhiied lo Wound ttu'lr 
feelhm.s. 1 also had greiit respecl for Mr. Melauie himself, and was tihvay: 
wiilitiy lo serve him In any way I (’mild, hul 1 must say llml I was ureally stir 
prised lo tind him .so .strotml.V opposed lo ymir noiaiimthai, under alt tin* elrctun 
stanees of lln* ea.se. f had alway.s looked upiat him as ma* of ymir w'armesi 
and best frlend.M and counted uimii his uniting with (Icm'i'at .lacksmi amt Id; 
otlu'i’ frlemls 111 your support, with ureal certainty. I did not dream that he 
had any u.splratifais to the presldi'iiey himself, fm the rea.soii that 1 knew, when 
he h'fl the fnltisl States for MliKhiud 111 PSi;'.), he had his eye upon aiiolher and 
u'l'y dll'i'ereiil ohjeet. He flH'U prefc'rred a seal on the Ueiieh of the Suiin'iiit* 
(’inirl of the rnited States; but on Ills return, after having aerompllslied tin* 
ohjici;: bir wiiieh hi' Was seal lo I.cauloii, It .seemed that "a elinuue eani(> oV(*r 
the spirit of his dream." lie went to I'imdaiid rellielantt.s, as 1 dan* say yon 
reeolicci. hi ratise. he said, with his larue family he emihl not live hi boitdon upon 
Uh* sahu•^ out- Coverninenf then allowed to our forelun .Mhiister.s, .!udU‘‘ 
Innall, one «>f the .Itisliees uf (lie .Supreme Hoitrt of (lie C. Slates was a very 
old man, and emdd not reusomildj he expected to live xery lotiK, and if he had 
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(lit'il, Of n-slKiUMl, heron' Mr. AleLuiu* ri'iiirned lo tlo' 1'. State-J, (U- hei’i.n- the 
ltditk troubles arose, I luivi* tm douhl hill that Ceueral .lacUa.n would Iia\e 
Idaeed him oti (he r.oieh of llu' Sui>feiue I’oiirl, for he atllh.ui/rd iiu' lo say to 
him, hel’ori' his deiiarltire for hiim'laiid, llial lie would do so, imt (he rejeniou of 
I\lr. 'I’niU'y’s tiominaliou us Seerelary of the 'rreasiiry I »e|iafltueiii, hy (he Seiiule, 
eoniK'eled with o(lu'f eireliiusijmees, dele'-utiui'd the Presideiil lo otVer the \aeatit. 
seal oil (lie Ileiielt, oeeasiotied hy the fesiaoat ion <d’ Judae lUivall, to him, .Mr. 
Taui'y, uiHiii (lie sami' [iriiieiide llial iiidui'ed him and his f'rii'iids to utsist on 
yoUf noniinallon for tlu' ^'lee I’resldeney after \oijr rejection hy that same 
fnetioas body, u majority of whieli (hen eoiisisied of t'lay Whh's and Oaihoun 
Nnllilh'rs! 

i>n( .Mr. Melanu' wa.s not (he only one of our iironduent friends thni desired 
(ill* iioniimdIon, in oiipositioa to you (hiv. i''or.s)tii also wunieil it, hut tie 
did not elder inlo any eomhlnidloiis, or intrhuo-s, so far u'l I was ajiju’i'ied, 
(o ihd’eal you. (’ol. Uleiiard .hdiiisoii, uol oidy de^i|rt‘d it, lad \\as iindiut his 
ehilnis wllh all (he iiout'i* and intiueiiei' he possessed to ohfaln it, e\cn down to 
lilt' vt'f.v hist nioiiteid iihiiosi, as ymt will pereei\e on readiie' the notes I .scud 
you. 'I’lit' ehiinis td’ sevi'rid others wen* also warmt.N lUT.etl hy (heir friends, 
ainon;.^ (in* iiiosi jtromiiieid id’ wiiom were .Indr.e W'illvlns, tiov. I deldioirfai, of 
X. .1., uiiil .inilr,(* i'liilip Ihtrlier. of \'iraiida. 'I'lie hiller pi'idleman was 
(‘araeslly reeoniniendeil iiy .Mr. i'ietidall ‘ In a lefler he wrofi* me from 
was (•nriiestly recomnieudetl hy Mr. Kendall in a letter in* wrote me from 
Cuiieord, New 1 iaiidedlire, wla*re he laid pone l■n a %isi( to tJo\. il riaei Hill 
and no dtuiht willi (he approhutimi id'that eeoileman. .Seeliiu (hat flihi iioe .fion 
was likely (o jd\e u.s luiieh troidde ami aide -i satlsfae(i.rd> ari'aiu-ed In .'ome 
way, and liiaf too wlthoid tmieh di'la.\, luirld heionie d.’oreeroui t>i the \ery 
e\islenee of our parly, In my reply lo .Mr. Kemlairs letter I mume.'ited to him 
(hi' expedieiiey Indeed ahsohde necereiily, of ad\i'‘liiu our triemhi m er> where 
(o Ke( tip a itatiniht) eoiivriition, In eoineiie at Some enn\eiuenl jioiid, for the 
pnriio.si' id’ .si'leellnn some suitahle and proper persoti (o he phiceit upon the 
eleeloriil 'I'leUel with Heueral .iaeUsoU, le* a eatiilid.ife for (he \ ice J're ideney, 
and, its (he 1 .eidslatare of .New Iiamp'-ldre was (lien In .srH*don, i heaped hun, 
Wilh Mr. IliU's il.ssl.slaiice, to pet it if po-.Nlhle to adopt re*.ohdioie<. j'eeont' 
luendlliK to our friend.s. In e\ery slate, the peilim.t t«p of Mjclj n eoie.eidiott 
Snell a proposlliou nriH .snhiidfled to the l.erh.hitnre, and I'e-iohdlons were 
adopted with prea! nnaiiimily In the frleml.H id’ the .\dmhdsfrntiou. Similar 
proeeedlnps wen* afterwni'd.s ndopind hy nearly all (he demoeratte ,••tides la the 
riiion, wideii resulted In tiie tueelhip of the (*onv(*idion flmf .sat In Halfimon* 
on the'-'hIt id’ Ma.v, ISiUj, mul wldeh tmmiimteih’ jon for the \ See l'rt*sidene>. 
d'lii.s was till' lirsi roinenlioti id’ flu* Kind ei er pollen np 1 helle^e, in this 
nnudry, mid th(*y lime heeii Ki'pt sip ever .sluee hy holh ih*inoer;ds mol whii's, 

'I'iie roll Versa I ion I had wKh .Mr. Mel.aiie and to wldeh .Moi ref**r hi .\our lelfrr, 
niusi havi* taken )ihiee ahont the lust of h’ehruary ISho, ami hut a short time after 
yoUr reject ion hy tiie Si*mde. I reeidlei't very well pre\ionsly to that time. >on 
were o]ipoHed to helnp nm for the Vh'e I'resiiieiiey, for I eou\er.’a*d with .\ou 
Hi'N'end times upon Hud Huhjeet, hefore ,\on left the I'ldted Stales for Knphnid ; 
hut, ill o]iposH!un to your own opinlouH uud wishes, both Henerul .!uek>,ou ami 
myself were deeidedl.V In favour of it. I Hiouplit, to he H'-.neiated wilh the 
Hi'iieral and run for the Viee PreKideiiey sipon Hu* same TieUet wish him would 
hrhip you more pnnnlueutly hefori' (he country, ami siretiplhen .\onr prospect i 
for the I’resldeuey at the neKt KUeeeedlnp eleetiim, nmi for that n-asou I wuh 

' WllJliini WUldiiH, .Muhliia liickerHoii, I'hUIji lliirliuiir, imd KefiUiitl 
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r('t’(iiu’llt‘(l (n uhal iiidst jutshiim ciiiisldcffil u grcnt .siicrUico, <m yimr pui't, In 
glviuK up tlu> Stuti' I >cpm-uiu'Ut I’ur Uu* tuissUm tu Lumlnu. l ri'i'iiliiHi luo, 
Hint lliitikhur ii pussilih* that ymi luijdu iM'rsist In n*ruNhif4: to run, 1 cunHulti'd 
you with I'oanrd tu the lu'sf and umst sullnldi* jutsou (o liu nin for llinl silua- 
(lon, iliid Hud you roi’otmiiciHlcil (hiv, niokinsou, of Ni*\v .lorsi^y; lull nl’lor thr 
rcjoftiou liy ilio Sfiiato, your truf and sinn vt' t’riunds won' dotoriuliu'd to run 
yiui, roaurdloss id’ all otijooilona wholhor tuado l»y omaalos or iinuondiiia: friiMidH, 
ami at Ihoir hoad .'dood tin' iioldo old liofo and I’aliiol of lUo i!oriidlaa<‘> 

Hut I will no( Uitfr you any InnKur with nty rondidsoonoos upon Hioso ahnoat 
antlipiaioil Huhjri’tu. 

My ihuiuhtor at'tor whom you ho Uimlly oiaitiin' Im hHU livhm in I'ari.s and 
her laaillh 1 am hapi>y to ltd’orm you in prolty K"iid with tho I'Kooptlon uf 
(loouHiiiiml attui'kH of rhi'timailHm or mairalKln. h'hoHo oomphiinlH, howovor, 
gmioraily aro md ilmigorotiH, tho' Homoiimoa aocomputdod i>y uouto and wvt'ro 
pain ir hIh* <*an oidy aloor olour of <*onHumpllon, oi‘ pulmonary HtiaokH whi‘ 
nm.v live* to u ttood old aao, hut ns almost ovory monihor of hor famliy on Hui 
Moflu'r’H Hhlo liiiH diod of that ooinpltdid I havo tihvtiyM horn IVarful Hud shi' 
wotild ho takon olT In tho sumo way; hut tluiuks lu a kiial I’rovldonoo, hIu* Iuim 
IhuH fitr osoapod !ind an aho in now upwards of -It), sho may osoapi' oidlrcdy. 
Yos, Hho and .Mr. I’anoof tiro stHl U\lnu in i'arhi with ilu' Impo id' soon wiim'SHiio: 
Iho o\it of Louis .N'apoloou, ami tho Uostoratlon of Hu* I’mirlions! Tho lirsi aho 
Ilia.'. Iho to soo juid poriuipa not ImiK, u^ tho pollHonl atiiio'.phoro (d’ Muropo 
poi'tonds tipprooldmt stornu and toUdioHia Juki now ; hut tho iidvout of tho hdtor, 
if Niipoloon o\on .should ho ovorthrown, t conHtdor oxlromoly prohimnallonS, In 
Hioir ilay at loast ! 

.My own hoallii, IHio yours, is muoh hottor Hum it usod to ho, and hy Hu* tlnio 
I f.tol to ho as oh! n man as you aro, If H oontlmios to hiipro\o us It has doiu' for 
Hio hod I'd or hi yoars; It will, t hojio, hooomo lauToof ! Vou say you aro Til. 
I am uni}/ 71 tmd I on) tho riso, that Is on thod.'tti day of no\t .fmio I shall bo 
"o if I Uvi* to Hoo that day. 1 sitirlhnlo tlio Impruvod i’ondtihm of my hoidiU 
iniilidy to Hh' osorolso I Inko In ttio oia'U air on horsoliaok. I havo a very idoo 
farm, and iptllo ti pretty phmo uiljolnlm?: NuhIivIUo, and over ntnoo I rotnrnod 
from WhiHldiiKion 1 mako ft a ruh* to rldo over if, mi tior.so huok twloo u <lay, 
when Hu' wTnthor !.s ^umd, mm'iiinn tmd o\oMn}', for ovoroiso ami, jit tho Hamo 
flmo, to HOO how my farmin.-f nporathuiH aro ri'lHint mi. In my fnrmlim husl. 
HORS, I am somoHdiif: like our (dd friond, tin* (Jonoral, was In hks military oporii" 
Hons wiiHo lu Iho .sorvioo. I lud only tdvo tiiy ordor.s hut 1 liiko oaro to hoo 
thoin 

Aro any of your .mijis livliu!: with ymi; or, like mo aro yon all ahaio: .Martin, 
I holhwo, did live with yidi, hul you hnvo loul tho sad mlsforluno to lose hhii, 
whioh I royrolfod ovooodiiml.v to lu-ar; hut .vou havo thr«‘o loft you .still, and In 
tlud ro.spooi ri'ovidonoo has hoon klndor to you Hum to nio, / luid f/iroo. a son 
and two damddos'.s; My son and .vmmnost daiuddor aro (load. .Sho died in her 
d'.tad your, iouvlmt a son now In his loth your, ami a very nioo proiuisimt hoy 
ho is. My .son dloii la his 'Jdf h y otir, just after ho had nrudualod, first at < Join'Ko- 
town f'oihu'o, and afterwards at nar\ard t't.ivoi’sliy. Ho was (‘vorylldim that 
a dovidod and iiifooilotialo fiilhor ooiild dosjro a son to ho, ninntllif mid Hitch 
loolually ; imt death is no ro poofor of porsons. 'I'lio ways of I'rovldoiioo aro, 
Indood, htsoriitahlo 1 How* many worthless vauahotidH are pormittod to live mid 
taint the mural tmd .social alinosplu'ro with Ihoir foul tmd poMtlfornii.s hroath, 
whil'd the hrinhiost ornammds of nooioty an often .siiutoiiod from uh, tm IL 
Wore, Hi the mm'ldm' id’ life, and lu Iho hoiiuty and vls'ar of miuihood ! 

Yoiir ;.nm. when t tir'd know thorn wore not prnwti. with tho (*\ooi»Hou of tin* 
oldo.st, lad now If I wore to moot with Ihoni, lUHtoud of hoyH, I ilaro nay I 
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slumhl (itui llunii ^rcy iicadt'd iiii'U. Well, \vln>iln‘i' Wi* tuun still, imuiu' 

[X'oidi* iK'Vt'r tdd). or fjrt'ji IikhIs 1 lif;*' xnii in |iri-.cuS tnv Kind rmards (u 
llunn, and llial you u iil rt'ccivi' ftu' y(iiirai‘ll' tin' w islnvs n!’ 

\-,v,.y 'pruly Ynui's, 

W'm. r., !.i;utN. 

d'd MaU'I'IN \'w r.l'KKX 
liiiitlciitiio/:, Xftr 


IKS. ''I'Ik' i>a]i('rs 1 stnul ymi ari' orkdnaln. and as I Inni' im r.ijiics nC tluan, 
I wKslt, wlH'ii ynii am di>iii> with thiaii, (hai .v.ai v, ill ini( ilinti iiji carriidly 
and sc'iul lla'iii harlc lo me (lin> IIh* iiilirc; tlinl i-. il' Ud nIi-iU li;i\c, at, 

fhal tiiiK', any .siudi nstaldlslinn'ul In lliis <'i>unlr.\ 1 

Mr. Larwnl!,* ihc writer ni’ ilu' letter t ^,end >i>u with the uetes, i-, an taiaidf, 
and vt'ry i•.s|lIualli(' ni.aii, anil \\as e\eeeiliii;d\ ir et'nl at the <'nn\eui jen id' Isil'j. 
He was aiHiidul<-d a reeei\er id’ jaildie (unldes at niie id' the Oldn K.ind idlirr, 
l)y (ieia'i'.'tl .hieksiiti aiai, 1 helieve, was alnui.Nl the nidy nue In the ulnde Neftii 
WcstiM’n (’niiid ry, indeed I may say Seulli Western al'U. that !ienesll\ aeeeimied 
h»r (lu* jaddie inun»'.\s reeei\'ed by them. He eniifinueil in ethi'e fln’iiu-dt jeiir 
Atimini.stration, and may .stjil Indd the same ntliee fer uuaht i Knew, 

W M. It. i.) Wl*!. 

Ihivi' you ever seen a eorresixaideiiee helueen .Mr. t'. iria;-- ni,\ -.eU 
upon lilt' suhjeet of your heimt run for tin- \ iee rn-.idemn V It fu.d. pKo-e in 
Kehnuiry isil'j. not hum after .\our rejeetioi!. u'-. .Minedi-r to MimKiml. hx the 
St'mdt', I IliinU il jirohaldt' .Mr. h lae,;' has ]ire“ierxet! it, aiid it ,\eii haxe net 
.seen il I am sure .\ mi w uuld he e.ral itleil at il •; |ieru' a i, d ha . a In-.ii m.■ ojiea 
the vt'ry [loint reii'rred to in _xeur ieiter to me, u m.x memer.x ertr. nn 
eorreel !y. 


.■VeinI, tlditi/fill. 


W \i. !t, l.f u I 


\\ ilh (iiO' tiliDve ledt'i* Mttjtir Lewi-; ettelnsei} ' tne jil .ti ;i tlta'iijnent 
(‘iiHlh'd N<dtm et'." ett'py j>tii’(. «tl’ Mhieh will lu' ftdiinl lit'lnw i a\i' 
the pttsstio'ti wliieh he tle.-di'etl slunihl luii he juthli heih tiiul al ti the 
orin-iiial leller from Mtijo)' Maton ;.|aiken of in fht' “ Xotf .” r>o(h 
pnpei'.s tijipt'ur lo have hi'en wrilteti m.-mv year.- tipo altho' the 
“Notes'” in t ill'htuiilu fit in^ tif Major I.(ew i.s ajul sii/iietl hy hitii ln'ar 
no thilt'. iMr. Larwell.s lettf*r .--t'ut with tiu' tihove i-. coiilint'il tti u 
review of the jirt'limintiry steps tnul tl(.in<,e.: t)f the Hallinmre Coiiveit. 
(ion of hSlhh a.s to whieh lu- etmlirnis tht' .sf;iteim>n(.H iif .Majur Lewis. 

Ot'eply tilleeleil hy the etiuteiils ttf the t* papers whieli threw .i 
(l(*epei shiult' ovt'r XIr. .MeLaiie.s eonthiet- (owurtls nu' (htiii I hail 
everjillowed myself to think it deservetl I aptin athlrt'.-- t'tl Mtijor 
Lewis, iiml asketl him t^i inform me as m-arly ns he eoultl :it wluit. 
time his “Note.s” were written. In ids reply he .sttvs; 

Tht' Hluleiui'iK. wa.s pri'iinreil ul W'nshlimttm an .\iiu .Huppn.se, hiii the pmeh..- 
lime il. wtm tioUe, i lit) nn( now meoileel. 1| was, however, in the latter [airt 
of (Jent'rnl .laelcson’H AiimiaisiralIon, if my memnry sei-ves me eorrei-iiv I 
ft't'l prt'lly emdhlt'ul of this, ix'emme ahmit ihe Hint' I eoiilt'mplnled ilr.iwin,; 
it ufi 1 witdt' tt) Ml, A. (I' hmK ami retiue.sit'tl him tn .'>eutl mt* a eopv of a 


‘JoHi'idi II. Lnrwlll. 
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letter I wrote him in Feby 1S32 upon the subject of your rejection by the 
Senate and, also, in relation to the Convention and your nomination for the 
Vice Presidency, which letter I wanted to see previously to drawing up the 
statement and having kept no copy of it, I desired Mr. Flagg to send me one. 
This, I think, was in the Autumn of 1835, but my letter, if Mr. Flagg has 
preserved it, will show the date. At all events it was before General Cass left 
the U. States on his Mission, as Minister to France, which was in the summer 
or the beginning of the fall of 1836, because I perfectly recollect, after getting 
a copy of my letter to Mr. Flagg, that I showed the correspondence to him. 
So that the statement must have been written in either 1835 or 1836. Why I 
did not show it to you I cannot tell, unless it was for the reason that I sup¬ 
posed you had already been made acquainted with all the important circum¬ 
stances and facts relating to that Convention. I do not think I ever showed 
it to General Jackson, nor did I ever make him fully acquainted with the 
very extraordinary conduct, on that occasion, of some of his most intianate and 
trusted friends, because I knew it would have deeply mortified him, and I had 
no wish to do that. 

The omission of a date to the statement was px'obably owing, I think, to an 
expectation that some additions might be made to it. I know that I had always 
intended to write to Mr. Larwell upon the subject and get a statement from him, 
who was perfectly conversant with all the movements in connection with the 
proceedings of that convention, more for the purpose, however, of corrohoratino 
my statement, than from any want of confidence in its correctness. I omitted 
to do this, however until I saw in some of the democratic papers an attempt t(x 
depreciate the services of some of those who had been most active and resolute 
in their efforts to sustain General Jackson in what was known to be his wishes 
with regard to the nomination, of yourself for the Vice Presidency, and then it 
was I wrote to Mr. Larwell and received from him, in reply, the letter I sent 
to you, which I filed with my own statement, prepared some three or four years 
before. The object I originally had in view was to place it, with many others 
of a similar character, in the hands of my son, thinking they might be.some day, 
interesting as well as instructive to him; but after his death, poor fellow, I have 
taken very little care of them, and it is a wonder that I was enabled so readily 
to lay my hand on the one I sent you. Since then I have been lucky enough to 
find the correspondence between myself and Mr. Flagg, alluded to above, as 
well as in my first letter, and which, I herewith enclose to you. Those are the 
only copies I have, and I must ask the favour of you to return them to me with 
the other papers I sent you. I never expect to have any use for them myself, 
but I have two grandsons who possibly may. 

But to tlie statement itself, which I now copy—omitting a single 
paragraph at his request, as explained above, and appending the 
letter from Eaton referred to and as much of the letter to Mr. Flagg 
as relates to the same subject: the residue of the letter treating ex¬ 
clusively of efforts to extend the circulation of the “ Globe” News¬ 
paper. 

Notes &c. 

The cause of my writing to Mr. Eaton the letter to which his is a reply, 
requires explanation. The day before Judge Overton ^ left Washington to attend 
the Baltimore Convention, which sat on the 20th May, 1832, I stepped into his 


^John Overton, of Tennessee. 
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ivnmi (wo luilli nccupitHl I'tnuus at (lu‘ I’rosidoitt’s Housot atui tiaiiul liim liusily 
oiipiKoii wi'itiiip:. I luui scitrool.v laKoii my seal, \s!u‘u tu* laiil ili'uu hi-, jiou, 
ami aci’iisl0(1 iia* thus " \\"(*il, l.owis," said tio, *'ii NUmiid iiui In- aiiU* lo 
iioiiiliiato Mr. \’au Litroii I'di’ liu* rrcsiilfUry, ula* iirM shall wf laKf.'" 

I (inifkly ropliod, and with sona* Cooliiip, if uo I'aiiiim r.ai hun, I c.iri* nnf ulimn 
s(‘io('l. ‘‘('oims otiiii(‘," .said In*, “(hat’.s mt| liko a ;a'ia*i'al at» ahh* iniii 
iiiumior nlway.s oxmiduo.s Ids prnuiid woll lidurt* ho yoos iuin aoiimi, ulih an 
t'yo 1(1 dofont ns woll as violnry, ><i that lit (’.t'-o if honnuos iiooo.-.ary ho nia,\ 
uifiki' n .sid’o rolroiil." "Ihd. .IikIko.” I roiillod, "thoro an* limes and 
when llk(> ('orloz, a ('tuntaatidor shcnhi ' Inini hi-* sldjoC uifh th(* \h'\v el' 
ontlhiK (il'r all nioiui.s ui' r»‘lroal," " (’time, omno," ho n>it!iod nrain. “ Ih.K, 1 loll 
you, is iml llk(> a man nt’ .si'iiso." 'I'lit' idea .siiihl(‘nl> liashod fumn m.i, aund that 
lln'i'o wft.s iimi't* in the .liido.o's romiirivH lhan mot tho o\o, and I doformiiiod 
lo .so{' wliut la* wa.H at. “Woll, .IndKt'," I said, in an jiltorod fmn*. " iirihaioi \ .m 
ur(* ripht in IhinkinK wo Nlmnhl tm%o nmi'o than ntio .siring to «nir Imu. !la\o 
Ijmt llnaiKlit mioii lho sidijooi V IT ^;o, whom \(.oiitd >>ai rooniiim'-ml. in o.o>r uo 
slmtild fail in mir oli’oi'ls to lm\(* .Mr. Van Ihiron imiulnufod'‘Wh>, \oa, 

Sir," ho .said, “ I lia\o hoon looking arotind mo, and iti fh.if ound, 1 ha\o ihou-dif 

It would lio host to t.aki* np (Jonoral ,‘<:i(mnd Smith, oT Ihilflmmo, Uo h> a man 

who hits ia*on lotiK In the pnhlio .aorvioi* i.*i well lumun {t» tho 0 Mnnlr>, and 

would iiiapiosthnaddy ho Hoooptahlo to tho I'l'h'ndri oi tho Aiindid.'ifratlun." 'I'ho 
vory nioniont ho nainod (h*noral .Smith, I •.aw h\ whom auii loi' uhat ptirpo-,o 
ho liad hoon opoi'fdod on. 'I'lio wlmlo Hohomo was .i.i plain to mo a-. da> hi hi, 
Ma.lor Harry, tho i’oslma.stor Uoiiorai. wmi n oomioolion of .indpo (Horioa and 
had n ;p'i*n( deal of intliiomo loor loin, :i[(d w,o. ul ih<- 'a(i((o limo m the 
hdorc'.st nl' .Mr, .MoLiino, .Soi-rolury oT (ho 'ri'ou’iiuw, who, I wan .niltifiod, 
imsloii'd.v dosirod to (h roai it’ pio.-.ihio tho tioudimlton of ,Mr. \ an Ihufu. 
(loiioral .Smith wa.s a I’avotirilo of .Mr. .MoJ.auo'M and. it wan o\poo(o4l. umdd. 
of colir.si*, n.si* tho lilliijonoo of his Nfation for his honollt, " Ho .jd<‘ <, la- was ii 
vory (d(! man, and W(ndd ho In tm hod\'H way at the oloso of Uottoritl .tjokson’-i 
next (orni. 'I'horo l.s no dotdd upon m,\ mind that .Mr. .Mi-l.ano hhm.olf dcdi't-d 
to la* placed upon the flokol with Confral .faokson, hut tmdlnd (hero uio* tm 
hopt', his no\( uhjool wtiH to pot it Iriond of td.sown sa'lcotod, v\ho would tad ho 
In hl.s \^ay, til thom*\l proaidoid jal olootion In tstso ho ahonld ho disposotl to i mij 
'rids ooiivor'silion with .hidpo O\orfou o!iu*<od mo u poiid deal of uno;isim'ns, 
for It .salisliod mo Unit thoro Wioi an iuliipiio on fimi to dofoat the nomniitfion of 
.Mr, Van Huri'ii for tin* Vice Hroshioitoy, mid (oiiso<piou!!y for the aitis o, hui. 
Holiij; dotofiidnod, fhorofoi't*, to proho this mattoi* to iho hotfoni, If In m> pnwor, 
tmd Imvinp ronnlvod to Mitind Major Harry njion the huhloot, l af<«ndiiu;ly 
.soupli! an intorvlow with him mi .Stmday luornhur, ttho Ihthj and withntif 
lolilnp him know my ohjoot, nr Hiiylnp ativtldm: to him In n'luthin fo m.\ omnor’ 
nation with .ludm* ()Vorf«tn, I drow Idm Into a oonvors.itiou ahotit f}(o ooiAonflott 
iiiid it.*5 nominoo, for tin* Vioo Hroshimicy. After a few {irolimlnur> rom.irk ', I 
imkotl him if la* (Imuphf thoro was uu.i dtuild nhotii (ho imndimtlon of Mr. \ ait 
Hufcii. Ho .sidd ho did hot cottHhlor tin* mnnhiuflon h> any moami ooii.dn 
I told him I had .Hupptmod that thoro wnithl lx* im ditUoiilty, nor disi I yot think 
thoro Would ho, as aituost every doloKiit(’ I had .‘icon, was its fa%mir of his nominu' 
lion, lie replied, " I think you are ml.stnkon in ihi* \iowM and fi-ohnps of m.un. 
of tlu* dolopnto.s." I cannot la*, I n'lmirkod for I hud cnn\or.sod with iim t of 
them from the ^VcHt find I hollovcd tht*y to a man would po for .Mr. \’an Huron: 
and I hud gund rciiHun to hcliovt* tluit (ho.Ho from VlrKhdu lo* well us .Now \ ork, 
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would also support him. “ Why,” said he, “ I doubt whether your Tennessee 
delegates will go for him.” “ Why do you doubt that? ” I asked him—“ because,” 
said he, ‘ I am told Mr. Eaton, who is at the head of the delegation, thinks it 
would be jeoparding General Jackson’s election to run Mr. Van Buren with him 
on the same Ticket.” This, I told him, was impossible. I felt confident, I 
added that Mr. Eaton would support Mr. Van Buren. Upon this he coolly 
replied, “ You had better not be too confident, for I tell you it is extremely 
doubtful ^lie will support no one, who, he thinks, will endanger General Jack¬ 
son’s election.” Here our conversation ended and we parted. 

If my conversation with Judge Overton occasioned uneasiness, this with Major 
Barry was still more alarming. The latter was an intimate and confidential 
friend of Mr. Eaton, and I thought it likely, therefore, that there had been a 
correspondence between them upon that subject. I well knew if Mr. Eaton and 
Judge Overton should be opposed to Mr. Van Buren that he could not get the 
nomination.—^They being the personal and confidential friends of General Jack- 
son, would be considered as representing his feelings and wishes in relation to 
the matter, which would enable them to procure the nomination of almost any 
person whom they might recommend to the convention. This determined me to 
write, at once, to Mr. Eaton, who had been absent in Tennessee six or eight 
months, for the purpose of undeceiving him, if he had been led to believe, from 
any source, that the President desired the nojnination of any other person than 
Mr. Van Buren, or that he was ever indifferent about his nomination. I assured 
him, in my letter, that so far from that he would be excessively mortified if he 
should not be taken up by the convention—indeed, that he would as soon be 
dropped himself, by his friends. I had no time to take a copy of my letter, and 
as Mr. Eaton was rather careless with his papers, I desired him to destroy it, as 
he says in his letter, for fear it might fall into the hands of some person who 
would make its contents public, and thereby expose both the President and 
myself. Whether my apprehensions were weil or ill founded in relation to Mi*. 
Van Buren, will be seen from the tone of Mr. Eaton’s letter. If I had not 
written to him there is no telling what effects the suggestions of others might 
have had upon him. 

Judge Overton and Major Barry, however, were not the only persons of 
influence about the person of the President, I conversed with upon the sub¬ 
ject of running Mr. Van Buren for the Vice Presidency. Among others I had 
soon after his rejection by the Senate, a long and rather an excited conversa¬ 
tion with Mr. McLane who alleged that if he were associated with General 
Jackson it would endanger his success and the safety of the whole party. I 
remarked to him that I thought it had been unanimously determined by the 
Members of the Cabinet to take him up in ease the Senate should throw him 
overboard as was anticipated some time before it happened. He said he was 
not aware of any such understanding—^besides, he added, it would have been 
useless for them to have resolved upon any such course, as there were other 
persons belonging to the party, over whom they had no control, who would be 
candidates. “Who are they”? I enquired. “Why, Sir,” said he, “Col. John¬ 
son and Judge Wilkins! ” I told him I could not believe either would be—the 
former, I was sure would not, for I had just had a conversation with him in 
my office, and he assured me that he would not thwart the wishes of the 
party, if it desired the nomination of Mr. Van Buren. “ Well, Sir,” said, he, 
“ I can assure you that he holds a different language to me. I understand 
from him that he will be a candidate.” In this, Mr. McLane was correct, for, 
long afterwards, Mr. Speaker Stevenson and myself had great difficulty in 
prevailing on him to authorize his name to be withdrawn. This, however, 


590 


AMKUli'AN II ISTtUUfAl. ASSl u’I A'l’in N . 


lu' (lid, lull it was a t’i*\v dajs (Udy lit'l'tirt' the mi't’iuc: of the «*iii inu, .litd;;** 
'W'llUius, tlui’ did di'cliui', and wu'-;, a lew da>N aliiT this i-nuvri'.ailnn, 

actually ucuiiiiattal by a -stiilc ctitivciuiun widt h .Nat at Harri ■hur;: uti ilu’ Itii 
of Miircli ISIhJ. Iti my cti!i\c!'sal ions with the .linha', with whom 1 was iijmu 
the nuist iidimiilc tiiui fficiull\ teems, 1 was led to heluwe, tlm’ without any 
positive assnrances from him. llmt lie wouhl at tla* proper tune tieeUm' aiiit 
halve the coast chair to Mr. \’au Ihireti : hut he mwer diii. ami actimtl.^ re. ei\ei| 
(he (dectoral vole of I’l'unsyhania for the \ iee I’re .iilemw t Tor the. I ihuik, 
lu‘ Wits never for) 4 :tven, and was nuule to feel it in the ^.mllmer ol ishl, w iu-ii 
he was .spolum id’ as Secretary of lSa\.\.i Hut to return to .Mr, Mel.ane. I 
UHkt'd him why he was opposed to Mr. \ an Itnreii’H noudinition. And at ihf 
Kjuiu* time relunrUed tlmt from tin* frltMidsidp wldeh e\i-.ted hefween them. 
I had supposed he would lia\e Itceii the \cry tirsl to uih:e hia uosmiuiilou for 
dll' siluntiou referred to. lie .said no oiu' was u heller frieml of hi-, than he. or 
wouhl he mure willimt to .serve him, hut that In* could md eoie-eut |o jeepard 
(la* admiuist rat ion for nn.\ one. lie lerll.v helieicd, he aihleil, to pho e him on 
the 'I’lekel, after luixinit been rejeetnl l».\ the Senate, would -.iiiU (h-ner.il .laek 
mm, and eo!isei|iU'Hll.\ the whole pnr(,\ with him. 'riii.'s lit* tliomthl was harard 
iim loo much for any oac ama, 1 told him I apjirehetided no :.ueh damp-reii'* 
coiKsctiiieiu'Cs. .M alt cients, I felt fully auihori.'.cd in ,n.i> tin: fh.u the deneral 
was williiut to swim or .sink with .Mr. \:ui I’.urcn; and w.mld preie:- ,-.du,: 
liack to Ihc llcrmiliiye rather tlmn Iciue him to his t.de uud«'r meh liieuni- 
.stances. I limn left .Mr. .Mcl.aiie and had no farllmr coiner .tfhm wifti tom 
upon (lie suli.leet, 

d'lu* coiner.sation referred to idnwe, oceujloriei! a coohm-i, lietwcea m.wetf 
iiud .Mr. .Mel.ane. ami Iroui tlmt ftiiie iiiiltl after the eleellon ue wm.- f.uei-l,v 
uiH.ii spi'akim; lernis. .Mr. \ un I’.itren after his return trout l.umpe (th.mf she 
llrsf (d'.Iuly r.poke to liic ahout .Mr. Mel.aiie and said ttiaf we on dd uof to 

tliuirrcl mldiii!.; that he wa.s .sure tliiil he was a pond f'lieud <d mum iinfutth- 
stiilidhip wh.'if had pas'.eil. 1 lohl him 1 had no wi'-h to tpiane! witli him itm! 
did not tiieiin to do : o if I coitld iivoli! it. .\ft»'r the ele.-iinit, horte^i-r, .Mr. 
Mcl.iUic M'l'.v frankl.N utlmllted to me tat a diiomr part> at Mr. Cidnu’.'d 
he had heen inl.stidieii in hh \iews with repaial to the ed'eet or numtm: .Mr 
Vun Hiiren, and thuf 1 IuhI formed a unmh mori* eorreet tiphdojt of public 
Heutlment. tiur foruier lidenthdiip wn.s renewed, alnl he hml no belter frletnl 
at WaHiiliiKton tliiui myi-ielf. 

\V%t. IJ, l.r.wta. 


"Kuom Mv.rott ICvroN 'to \\‘m. ft, I.Kwm, 


(Ihntuiss'it .vtiij ‘.'hu, t.Hap.i 


li Kt i mtotu . 

llKAU SlH, 

I have your letter of Suiidny and Iuim* rend and torn It to ph-ees u-> you 
retpicHfed. 

Doii’l distrust my fi'eHuKH towards V, 15 , they are, ns always they have been, 
Kood and kind and friendly, .My ohjeet has Iteea, and Is to aervi* tjenerai .Im-k 
Kon ; and im fear as to V. 15 . bus (*ver come aeross me. suie that his noiutnafsou 
ml^'bt do Injury (n the treueral, ami to V. 15 . 'I’he first is a promhtent con'.ldera 
timi with mi*. N'. 15 .’s noinifuitbm will open Ihe tlomh of nhuse upon idm. and 
defeat Ids fuliire prospects; for all purilcs will unite amitimi him; to ery down. 
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and to destroy him. My belief is, that if made Gov^ of N. Y. it would be service¬ 
able beyond his nomination here. 

Wilkins would allay all, and keep all right. But Penn®, has not sent his 
friends here. If they had I do not doubt but he would liave been chosen; as it 
is, V. B. will succeed. For as far as I can judge V. B. will be unanimously, 
almost, selected—unless we change out of great regard to him, and to his future 
prospects. 

We have been in session all day. Judge O. was appointed to the chair. He 
was at home quite sick—very sick. I rose and returned our acknowledgments 
for the civility—stated his indisposition, and moved that General Lucas ^ (Ohio) 
be chosen; it passed nem. con. We have a vast crowd—more than two hundred 
members—from every state except Missi. and a fine looking set of fellows. 

In great haste yrs. 


Eaton. 


Wm. B. Lewis to A. 0. Flagg, Esq. 


Washington, llffh Feb. 1832. 


Deae Sie, * * * 

You speak in your letter of the indignation every where excited by the rejec¬ 
tion of Mr. Van Buren’s nomination and intimate that it is intended by his 
friends, in New York, to run him for Governor. I can well imagine that the 
people of New York feel vei-y indignant at the outrageous conduct of the Senate, 
as is the case in evei-y state heard from; but my dear Sir, I hope his friends will 
not think, for a moment, of running him for any /^tate appointment. The wrong 
has been done to him, the President, and the Nation by the Senate of the United 
States, and it must be redressed by the people of all the States. From all quar¬ 
ters heard from, the people manifest a determination to run him for the Vice 
Presidency, and upon this, I think, they are resolved. I am sure, if it is desired, 
or even expected to make Mr. Van Buren Pj’esident, this occasion to place him 
prominently before the Nation should be promptly embraced. If the party can¬ 
not now, under existing circumstances, succeed in electing him Vice President, 
he can never hope to be President. To run him for any local, or subordinate 
situation, would, in my opinion, destroy his political prospects forever. I speak 
not my own sentiments only, but the opinions and feelings of every one of 
General Jackson’s real friends here. Upon this subject I understand the Cabinet 
is unanimous; (this however should not be spoken of publicly as it might have 
the effect of destroying their influence upon that subject) and we have the most 
encouraging [reports] from all quarters not excepting Virginia and Pennsyl¬ 
vania. I hope, therefore, our friends in New York will throw no obstacles in 
the way. If they feel a delicacy in actively co-operating, let them be passive, 
at least for the present. I hope you will pardon the liberty I have taken in 
venturing these hasty suggestions. I write as I feel, and as every true friend 
to the President, in this City, feels. 

I am Sir, 

With much respect 
Your Mo. obt. Svt. 


Wm. B. Lewis. 


1 Robert Lucas. 



CHAPTEE XL. 


The conduct which is brought home to Mr. McLane upon the 
authority of his early and constant friend is submitted to the reader 
without animadversion or even comment on my part. Most sincerely 
do I regret the obligation imposed on me by considerations which 
I am not at liberty to disregard to add what remains to be told 
of our subsequent intercourse and in doing so to record, unavoidably, 
what additional favours he allowed himself to ask and to receive 
at the hands of a still confiding friend, against whom whilst absent 
from the country and whilst struggling for political existence, he 
had found himself capable of aiming a blow which promised to be 
more fatal than any which the most embittered enemies could wield 
against him. This will be done with as much brevity as the grave 
public transactions out of which they arose and with which they 
were connected will admit of. Moreover, what I have further to 
say being with full knowledge of the treatment I have received, 
the reader will not need to be reminded of his right and duty to 
make all proper allowance for the influence of that Imowledge upon 
the tone and temper of the narrative. Let him also be the judge 
of the success of my endeavors to say as little as possible and to say 
that with calmness and moderation. It will naturally be thought 
strange that the communication made to me by Mr. Blair and the 
remarkable reply to my interrogatory by General Jackson did not 
impress me with more caution in regard to further intercourse with 
Mr. McLane. The only excuses I can give for the heedlessness of 
my subsequent course are to be found in the hope I cherished that 
Mr. Blair’s views of the matter, (a gentleman whom I did not then 
know a thousandth part as well as I afterwards knew him), were 
under the influence of prejudice, and the promise I made to General 
Jackson to pass the matter by—a promise which when made, it 
was not in my nature to observe half-way. But whatever may be 
thought of this explanation, the fact requires me to admit the in¬ 
terference on my part alluded to in Major Lewis’ statement to 
appease the unfriendly feelings which had been excited in his 
breast against Mr. McLane. This must have been almost imme¬ 
diately after the course to be pursued had been agreed upon between 
General Jackson and myself and it adds another to the singular 
features of our intercourse that the first of my new series of efforts 
to serve Mr. McLane should have been to soothe irritation caused 
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by an act of hostility to myself of which I was, however, ignorant, 
or it would seem, weakly incredulous. 

It will be recollected that Mr. McLane in his letter to me of the 
9th of August spoke of a visit to the north which he had in con¬ 
templation to consult with me in relation to certain changes of 
which we had spoken whilst I was at Washington; and to make 
some suggestions both in regard to himself and others which he 
deemed important. I received also from him some weeks later a 
brief note fixing the time when he would come to New York and 
by desire of the President (concurring with his own views of “in¬ 
dispensable necessity”) converse with me on “sundry grave mat¬ 
ters.” The “ grave matters ” referred to were of no less importance 
than the transfer of Mr. Livingston,^ then Secretary of State, to 
France, the elevation of Mr. McLane to the Department of State 
and—^last, though by no means least, either in point of importance 
in his estimation or in respect to the aggravated difficulties which 
were thrown around the subject by his views in respect to it—the 
appointment of a new Secretary of the Treasury to supply the 
vacancy that would be created by his own advancement. The two 
first movements had ceased to be open questions and waited only 
the expedient moment for their execution. The last was one of 
great delicacy as well as difficulty, in consequence of the relation 
in which the Administration stood towards the Bank of the United 
States and the peculiar duty that the Secretary of the Treasury® 
would, in all probability, be called upon to perform. Mr. McLane 
was openly in favour of the recharter of the Bank—^liad been op¬ 
posed to the President’s veto and was equally decided against the 
next great step the President had in view—that of substituting 
some of the State Banks for the Bank of the United States as the 
depository of the public revenues. He came to New York and we 
there had the interview he desired. 

My opinions in respect to the best course to be pursued were com¬ 
municated to him without reserve. These were that Mr. Taney 
should be appointed Secretary of the Treasury and Mr. Butler ^ At¬ 
torney General in his place, both of which appointments were fi¬ 
nally made after the President had been subjected to a world of 
trouble by the intermediate selection of Mr. Duane® for the first 
office. The preference I expressed for the selection of Taney for 
the Treasury is alluded to in the letter from Mr. McLane to me 
which follows, though not in express terms. He opposed it at our 


1 Edward Livingston. 

° MS. V. p. 185. -- 

2 Roger B. Taney, of Maryland, and Benjamin P. Butler, of New York. 
“ William J. Duane. 
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in(('i‘\'i(’w willi niUi’ii (‘Ariu'st ia*- * ;uitl it \\iil 1'** ■■•t’t'n that he . 

(hat. oppc IS ition (Miiphatirally in hi-; h-tti'v, hnltliur; up !•> iiu', au.l 
iiu' to lilt' 1 *r(*>itlt'ult iiitfhiiii![ li'.'** than ins tiwn retiil•tUl’Ilt 
from public* li I’o as I he pos-uhli’(’t»nsfipit‘ii<'f uf Mr. laiifv iut I’tulijr 
lion iiilu llu' 'Fnaisury Ih'partnii'uf. 

9'hal Mr. MrLant'tli'lc'riniurd to hriur'Mr. I>uant’ info that ilrpart 
nit'ui. of t.lu' (Joia'i’iinu'iit by which ahuu* tlu* \ icw .of tiic Prc 
ill rc'sprcl to the' chauyc of tin' place* ol ilcpo.it couhi be c.irrici| 
into circ'ct aiitl (hat hr t'liit'rt'i! upim the acconipli-.luitciit of that 
object lun'iiiiT Lionel n'liNous to bcHeic that Mr, Ibiaiie \ irw cim 
formed or mi.ijfht In' brtmLrhf ft) conform to hi ouu, m» our familiar 
with till' eia'iitc of fiiaf time will uo« atfect to doubt. It me. t b,. 
admitted that ilTiN attempt wns a bohl one, whatei,rr m i\ hr thoii»dii 
cd' ils di.screfion with reference* to if , nltimaiJk* t-on-r»p!i-ti>-«- to him 
.self. 'Thai he ruccc'edi'd in it, i*; strouely illn iirati\c .d' thr in 
bduation bv whiedi both the Pre ideiit and my ell ucr<* suicfii-d 
in re:-.])i'ef tti him and of tlu* con et|ucni inthicuc»> he ua c.ipabli* 
of exercising oi'er us, 1 h:ni' said that in m\ ojiiimm thei'.- i no 
reasonubh* 'ground to doubt that the appointmeut ot lhian<* w.i hi. 
delibenife sehemi*: nerertImli* if mas hi* mos pcrhip' m eir a 
(jueslion has ine: reference only to the i<\ idem-.* prodsiccd e. le-tln-i- 
tlic' suy'ye-f ion id' .Mr. Duane’, name ori'dnatctl ujfh him or with 
the Pre idenf. I n i\e (lie ev ideiicc on both ide that fhi- rc.idei ioa\ 
form Ids own jiidyment. In the letter uhich lolhos . frosn the Pre ,i 
dent lie anthoi'i/e . (hat latter-nppo itmn, uhd t m .i -aih e,|Hent Iri 
ter to me', wliii'li is ptifdisheil, •peahinu' of the remosa! of the depo 
its he allmle . to tlie ap{)ointmenl of Dnane a made at Mr. McLme’. 
iirtanee. and eomplaiii that Im ■ hotihl lease urped if si,ilh a kuon t 
edy<* that hi - (Dnaiie's) ojiiniom. were ai'aiir.l the nieii urr. Mr. 
Phiir cm the ame side, in hi letter of tin* date, -is , " lb*, 

(tcncral .lat'k.on, fold me po iti^ely that Mr, Mc'bine leid japped 
hir; hand on his thiph after eansa-- in^ other P»*mi shaman . and 
luUiH'd Duane as the S(*ry man for the pluee." Mr, Meh.meh let 
ters to me* sshicdi follow t-an .-'eareels fail to streuethen hebef in 
that us the most prohuhle c'oneht-ion. 'Pile inotsse fm *ippre 
in^ the' fuel that the apjjoinlmt'nt hud that ori’'-in s^a tu preieul 
jcalou y in the (’id»inet svhieh ss'ould he likely to ai i e fs uiu o 
^reat an aeee ion. to tin* influenee of one of ii>. memher-., and we 
iuis't' before seen the prini’iph* by svhieh the tleuer.-il felt him ejf 
uf. liherty to he governed in usHiiming the n** poir ihdit s of thti4* 
svho aeled midi'r him svlien hf‘ thought tin* pnhlic* iniere f svtitdd he* 
promoted hy his doing so. As in tin* etiM*-. of hi . uudisideil ;o.- ump 
(ion of the, upiajintiuent of Kninlnlph, und of the in (metion to Mr. 


AUTOBIOCniAPHY OF MATITIN VAN RUHEN. 


595 


McT-iiino. on the subjcH't. of ihc Wosf, Tiulios, he (‘.liosc to plaice the 
res])()nsihili(.y where (he Constilulion i^laced it, and where, more¬ 
over, liis military trainin<2: had tau^i:hi him to think it on^dit always to 
rest. 


FhOM PuKKlDKNT jACKHttN. 

WANiUNtiTON, ^U)r. 

Mv Dkau Sill, 

I am In reealpl of yonr conlUloutlnl loiter of tlu' 220(1 lasimil ami hav(‘ la'atl 
it: with attention and duly noted Kh eonttmts as well as lliosi* of ils ('uclosun'. 
I had prepared and suhmilled to my dahinel the oullhu's of my Message to 
(^)nKress iK'fon* tlu‘ ree(>lpl td’ yonr vh'ws lad was j^rnl,ith‘d to Itnd Hud tlu'y 
e()rr(»sp()mi(‘d preeistdy. This, from what. I kiu'W la'fori' of yonr opinions, I ('x- 
pecl(‘d and (In' rtaM'lpI of yours only eoulirmed (lu'Ui. 

On lh(' iXaval Olliei'1 will lake an order in all IVl Oeetanlan’. In llu'na'an tiau*, 
as I am awari' that it is la-oja'r tUal y(mr name sluadd no! he Introdneed In any 
way and as our (MH'mIes in I in' Seiialo may call lor reeoiuineminl i(ms, wimld it 
not. 1><‘ well It) jj:(‘l. (lamhn'lenir. While, Mnrcy, and Dudley lo pri'st'ul 'I'liruop 
for lhal appointment ; many ollu'rs are slronaly presented fm- Dial olllet'. 

1 was anxious lhal Hie arranpamienl In the ('ahiiKd slnmld hav(' taken place 
Itefore Ihe meelina of Oonaress and Hit' Minislm- hav(' been at I’arls ’(>r(» lids. 
.Now it mnsi lu' poslpniu'd nnlil afler Oonares.s meel.s, and on pre.sc'ulin.e; Mr. 
Idvim-^Klon lo Ihe Seiiale a 111 per.stm nmsi la'seleeied ftu’ llu' 'Freasury. 

I have het'U passiiu!: In review Heiuisylvjinia, fir.Ht, then \'Iralida and all Iht' 
Sunlit tind as yel linv<' nol liet'n alih' lo nmke si seleeiion. 'I'lils 1 llnd dillieull. 
'I'lK'ia'tirt'Jealousies (iiltotd meal lu \'}rainhi Hud nntsi not la' aroii.sed ; and, 
pa.ssluK oyi'i* Hu' Soidli and vlewliifi our present siluiillou, It will iiol la* prudeui 
[o wetiken ourselves lu Hu' Semtle. 'I'h(' eluirtieler inusi Ite om* of hlali slaudlna 
lu Ihe Nation: lie ouj-dd to I'<‘ in eonslltullonal and polllletil vh'Ws with us • 
ojipo.sed to the power of <'oimress lo esialtlish eorptu'alions atiywlieri' ('xei'pi in 
Hit' I)isiriel of Oolnmhln tuid oi)iH).sed |o Hu' powt'r of ei’t'nllni!: eta'porniions 
Hu' (iovt'rnmeni heeomiim a pariui't’ or shareholder; lie hearlll.v with us in 
n'dueluK tin' revenue lo Hit' wants td' Ihe (}o\‘ernuienl tuid yielding to our own 
hdioiir, and priaiuellons lhal are na'ans of uallontd defenst', sueli proH'etlon 
as will phtet* them on a fair eompelllhm wlllt foreirin labour; a mnu of 
lulea:rlly eomhlned wlHi HtleuI and a dlsposlliou lo luirmtad’/.e tiud uidle in Hie 
adiulidslrafloii for I lie ta'iu'lll id’ Hie irliolc iiiion, exIendlniL': jnsliee to ('Vi'ry 
pari id’ il. Help nu' to seareh (ml stieh a eliaraeU'r or as luair 11 as can la' 
obtained, and write mi' soon. 

Votir Irluuipii is eomplele and Hu' fnelion In Hie Stmiib' c'lmdt'umed by an 
overwhelmhm majority of Hu' peo])le. Von will md all Ihi' voles of Hit' Stailh 
and Wt'st except Kentucky and Sonlh Caroilnu Ha' volt' In No. Djirollna ks 
a lai’Kt* ninjtd'lly In Vlrtilnln, overwht'lmlim; your irltimph, I rept'ul, Is liou- 
<a-able lo the people and must he eut.lrely satlsfaelory lo yon. Wt' linvt* only 
now to p) on and eontlmie falHiful to Hit' jieoplt' and reiill/.i' in our iiellons Hmt. 
eoiilldeuet' they have so liberally repo.st'd. 

Inlensi' labour has broufdd buck oeeasltaial headnelu'. My lieallli is tdla'i*- 
wlsi' ^laal anti I irusi i’rovlth'nci' will prolong my days a litth' ichiti' and iimke 
me an lusiriiment In Ills hamlH Lo put down tlu; present e.xeUemeut mni reslort; 
harmony lo the nation. 
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Mrs. I) ■ is H Unit' iiinvcU :iini fiintiti*-!!. Ml >uur i.Uht iri.-uil. u,-U 
jiixl tmllc ill wlslifs mill kind Mvluiminns. 

r.t'Hinf liii- tfi> !sd 

A \\ .1 >n I. '.11% 

Mautin \’an Iti'Ui X l-Nn. 

P, S. A iKipiiy tliiumhi lins nmirn'il: WiUimu .1. I'liuu*-. iu uhniu tn.T.v 
clinluti'ln'i' I'lUi In* Jihu'i'il, llu’-'lifil ititii ui.\ niiiul, uiti r urKut.; ilu- ahm.-, auil 
luuiK'il him tn Mr. Mi’I.aia* In* - iiu* i!m( hi : fahMif’, Ja ua.x, 

jtri* .sullfil Iu this .vilunlioti. M’lniinu jiut • i<uf lU i.ar «.t> Utau.i fliuu'.s 

that wciiihl !m\i' l■lul'arra^>''l•ll and will Iuim* n lt-nd»-nt\ lu havin«>ui.'>- I'cjni 
sylvmda and Ucun her with Itn* 1 t.'niui'ra> \ ni fla- 1 iduu. I’uun-..i, U .udu du 
H(‘rv('.s lids nullui* rrmn iia*. Shu has Mipimrtud luf irum flr.h lu hi'n alfhu’ I 
diriVl'cd witli hur un ihi* .VaaTirnu Sy .lrin. iMiam* i. r-naiu'fs'Ui and la- iichurM 
with him u m'unt w<‘lidit ui mural <'h.irm’t«n‘; U t * .'ulur; fu tUr in'Hplc tur 
nm'Uts; la* i.s warndv ailachuil (u .\'>n and in ni,\ admtui .iiaiuin ; h.nuu: ' "D 
(luch'd li'irard’s' Itmduu.-’-s tur a lum- lhau la* is well aaiualnlrd v. lit* maua i* 
and cununurulal hnv, in .-hiiri, wlam uu rrlluii, hu la, a« I’run'.ihanm ilr 
Kurvus tin* ulllfi*, tUu \ cry pri'Min wlm mudit tu hu M-tui’ti d. Ltd sur la ur iiuia 
yon. Km’Usc llil.*i arriiwl I huM* nu lina- f" i npy. 

A. .r. 


h'litiu l.iU'iN Mil.wr. 


\\ ^auiXt.ui*.. A or. 

My ni'.Au Siu. 

'Fla* I'n-slduid niilH*arrd .“sifislii’ii ailur nr-.ill<>n i«n in>, imnin M<«!u \iuv 
Vurk Iu ari|uii-.ri‘ in da* lU Hiirlid \ i«i‘ r.-ifluT n< ) <- if^ ui jm iii.aiiii,, ftt>- rmi 
tuiupl.'stfd I'lninr.fs hum nnlll lln* •prim;; (Im’ It wui xtuiMn, Sir m.ii n-if apu- 
|,a*lhur happv m" at ra »«• tu thu uiruKtud r t.itu nS hi * mltul; juid tUr ui.i.U« r h.ri 
hern .Ninrr mm'i* than lua’u i'uuiirrud f>i. 

I I'mtiid alMi that In m,\ nh .uiiru Ihu tdu.i nf uhauKlm'; frum lla* Na\y or ofttro 
td’A. Uun'l lu tla*'F. Itad huuU aimrustud fo him or iuid pa-' ud thiomdi hh. mind; 
hut wlihmit rufc'hItn: with any ih-flttitu aiipmti.uion, tin iia* lonttatv ttu- i<>r- 
nmr (*\prclii>nt inal nut hri'ii Uuv.ud v. ith .mj. i.iuntr .‘Uid tfruHuti jjll h-. : 
iil'lor wh.'it ho la*;trd rr<nii lu'*. t did ind ati!h«iri"ud aPur _%Mnr inlnui iiuti 
tu nu*, to snr.r.u'd ttn* slow ndis had p,irii;!!!> inudltaiud, atid a ", la* did ]'*•? him 
t'uir oidoi'lain any di.'-iltnrt idu.a, I iu.i\ pf'ih ip i ha\u hrun i»- >, in.-tiiiud to do mi 
I’ ruin c'oir.|(|t‘!‘.'dton-4 ot' uliich >oii art* lulti tiu.iru. M.-v juaiti itidn* uinunf. Imw 
uSt*r, I'oi* .'•dlula'i* Wit*: yuii!' hi,Ullaiptu ujid what I unth'i-'.food tioiu Ih'* Piu'd 
<h*id to la* hhi dutunuHialIon tad (u hii-halu XuW Yurk lu his uir.unumuuf'i 
uidi-s irotn a uli-ar tiruu nud hi.*: wi di fo look to Putin*, ii that wuj.- pr.o- 

fiuidih*, It! both wldult hu niuiilhdiud to ino la* hml yum* rotirurtmuu In a l.-ifrr 
hilt rui'unily ri*i’i>i\ud. 

It is pri't’urunuu tor Punna. uasduuldulj duidiuud mi tnanj, ais-oun?': and amom: 
uihurs Had la* ln-lirvud hu uonld ihuruhy inoru utrin'fita!l,\ j:raftr,\ hL \iuv.-. and 
wishes towards .iiH!rNu!l’. It srutia'd muruuvur that h.i join - to Punn. la- v\ould 
avoid Hie eonllietiud prutenaluHa of ids liieUih. in th>* y-»mth nlid motu ruadllv 
reeoiiujlu |'*oi'f--,v til to a loimer eotilltdiiim’i* In Use Sutmiu \v huru he hulh'vu'. il 
llnpurlnitt to retnin 1dm. 

fie believed also Ihtil In ronseiiuepe** uf the uppuslfloii of Some of Jds I'iirdhni! 
pohds ttf tidtninl.slratlon to thu pulley of Penn, pted ami to enme, Uu mh*ht more 
(•ITerfimlly preserve his rtifiire \veh:td In Hje ptirty tnid ill fin* support of his 
mhtdnl.siniHuu by mnklitrc the .seleetion frunt Hmt sintu; :ind la- at so fidt thilt 


MH. V, p. Hui, 
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dll' ('urly and sttauirusl suitinni (j;lv(‘u liim by that slab' I'siu'cially Iti llu‘ Iasi: 
kI aad in th'lianan tif du' vi'lo I've, v'^c iunivn lu'r flaiiiis nixm his iun-adlinh*, 
and that Iia slamld Bad ladlar saUsllcd in yudtliuii.': to llu'ia H' a proiicr man 
oould 1)(‘ round within hm* lindls. I confoss Had du'sc vhnvs nad. iny (‘iniciir- 
ronen odior ddiijjfs ladnjjf ('(|ual, and tlu'n' hoina' no saiKMior olislacdo. 

LoukiniL!: 1(1 Ih'unn. halhis, \\'ilkins, diaduumn,' and \\'ui. .1. 1 >uan('sovorally 
I)ass('d in roviow and to onoh nf dio diro(> rornior Im had what ahia-aiaal to hi' 
insupi'raldo tiliji'ctions, hath pi'raonal and jiolidcai which It Is itri'sunn'd yon 
will readily and I’ldly conipn'la'nd. \\'m. .1. l>naiu' is a warm and actlvi' 
friend of yours, was anumK tlu' ('arliesi to ('spmise your cause', and has hei'U 
sinci're and t'lllclenl. in Ids t'lideavours to dlyi'rl tlu' eh'ct.oral voh' of I’enn. to 
your support. lU' is and has la'cn an early unirorm frli'ud, pi'rsonal and pollll- 
onl, of llt(' F. and I’roiu Ids ymilli a unirm-ia and popular inenihi'r of the old 
<l(*ui<)cracy In oiipiisltIon to all Its enemh's, Ills iiurlly and iutt‘;j:rlty of char- 
ncF'J* is withcait re[»r(sacli, and his devotion and (Idelity ailifhl. hi' relied ufion In 
any and ('very crisis, llis capacity, edticatlon, husluess hahlls and tlnanclal 
kuowlcHljj;e are said to he nuqueslimialilc and that he had for years hefore Itlr. 
tilrard’s death niana.t.':ed his F.ankin.a cimcei’us and husluess i^ct'in'rall.v. h'ln' 
Fri'shlent adverted to n ^^real variety of other ciaislderatIons which had weight, 
wilh him, and the only ohjeellon which 1 could conceive to the selcclion was 
the iiosslhility of its interferenee with (tiiiitlur iiittii, which however 1 did not 
feel at llherty to siu-wst, and a doidtt that he was not sidllciently la’omlnent 
as a inihtie man which I diil supaest. It was evident, innvever, that liie Fresl- 
(lent.’s ndnd had taken a decided Iteul and <'veu settled dinvn la his favour; 
he said he would write lo you, if lie were at iita'i’ly In I'Kpt'e.ss my coneurrence. 
d'o lids I assented and promised to write myself, which 1 now do. lie desired 
nu' lo write to luiane; lad 1 ih'lermlaed on rclleetloa not to do so; hid lu'urina: 
this afternoon that I)uane is in town i liave written to the FreshlenI, not helufi; 
aide to Ki'i out of my ollice, rciiuestlnr; him If .Mr. Dunne should call <m him not, 
to inenllou tlie suhjecl nnlil I can see him. On my way honu' 1 shall call, and 
ask that. uoIhluK delinltive will he done until he hears from you. .Afli'i* that. 
Inti'i'vlew I win write you npaln. If 1 am in time for the mall. I am, imth on 
p(*r,soiml and polKIeal /irrinmdN, .so fhortuinhl.v .salislied of Ihe propriety of lids 
selection that 1 shoulil clinch it at once anil irrcvocahly hut for an apprehension 
that it may create some dl.sapitolnlmcnl la your ipMrler. 1 hope you need no 
assurance of my delermlnalIon to promote .Mr, Fuller “ to anylhliiK; Iho' I cou" 
fe.s.s that Iho means you hinted to nu' would he Kail and wormwood; ntnl, T 
franidy tell you, rol) me of almost every Indueement to continue in puhlie 
life: It Would roll me of all hut the dllUenlty of makluK Immedlale provision 
fora larye and helpless family. If that inducement could he removed my course, 
In the ('Vent, referred lo Would he plain; hut t hej,; you to uuderslaud would 
not; alienate me in fact or in fceiluK from Ihe Frcsideiil and yourself, towards 
whom I feel that 1 am inenimhle of iudllTereuce or iuKrulIlude. If Mr. F. could 
he iduced In the '1'. I shmdd he fully satislled : or If Mr. could ko uhrmul and 
thus ticeomplhsh your own view, T should lie evi'ii heller snilslled. Howi'ver, 
this am! one other act of palromiKe luts Klven me more solh-llude than 1 am 
wlliluK now to expre.ss, and more than all Ihi' honors of (’ahlnel place will ever 
repay. 

] helleve 1 have now kIvcu you a full view of the whoh' ground ns far as I 
■uudi'rHtand It, and which the F. said he did not douhl would lie salisfaetory 
to you. 

1 (ll•(lt•}^^* M. FidliiH, William Wllldna, lual Jiuiich Biarhuiuiu. 

“ Beiijiiada F. Bulirr. 

* Kogrr B, Tiiucy. 
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I tumlii In add lls.'K fit) iiuiufdialf fliHJii'n i- . .>!<•} fhai (hiTi r-.n* 

Iht' flailin' ni’ cvnits still ffituiiiis. 

I .till. iii> ilf.ir Sir 
\fr\ !aifhliJU\ 

1.. M. I.^m: 

linn, M. Van IlriaiN 

" 'I’ll i iii: I’ui -.Hif N f. 

Vi nvN\, V ■*!’. (sj ■ 

Mv I »K\I! Slli, 

! rnffivt'd ymif h'ltni’ id tin' inmiii'iit nf' iniviiu: Nfu \ m !, aitd }i:n<* iUIk 
lunriiiiut hni'ii t'uvnrf<l uith u \nr.v ‘fiidldf and i!hi<as-4i>t(,irc nfu* frniu mir 
rriniid MfLaitn upnn litn sanin snli.h-f!, .»i I mu \fr> Un a udii nr. frinn.!-. >.m 

ninsi allnw lun (n ansuni' Iniih hi. fhi->. I ha\f tnll.' nun \imu’ u,'/.r aimi 

III rcr.aril In .'\Ir. hnann. and dn n.n In-siliiln fn '-a.i. tlial fta* UH-.r.itfr pmpt.-.fd 
lias ninri' ad\aiiiaf,fs, utui i-. trn'f Ifntu uhifftinns fU.ui .itij, uh}< h l U.un lu-fu 
aide In hit u|inli. 1 IK' Ini-ailnii aiiil {utm'UuI and {inUia-al ihavinifi' am pi'i' 
cisnly t'Vnry fliina ut* rnitld \\lsh, and thn ali ftin* nl' that ‘."if nf imniiaii 
nntnrh'ty an a jiutdif man whinli Is r.riit-rally rnii .Idcmd huh .iH-mnihlf. and 
wlilfli i ■. sn nltfii till' n- uH nl anddi-iil. is, 1 lluiik, iiunf lluui tuadn np h> thr 

nniisidnl'iitinn ynil Mimnsl, yniun fn thn iinniih' fnr a uaii 

'I'lif niil.i pniiil atuiiil it wtiji'Ii p. tud Ml rh-ar fn lur. Imr-airn I ha\f had iin 
nppniinidly I’nr judain;*.. h*, thf pufsiinn nl fapsiiil%, Mr. .Mfl.aitf and >nni' 
Kt'ir ha\i' liatl njipnrluiiilirs nud urn n.a in dam:nr iif mal.n .; u mna.il.n upnfi 
Hail puliil. I had Hmuftht m .m-u-.Hn!: ihn pri!iirlnl> nc Inin.'im: lUifhn' 

iutn till' nlhnr nf Annriit'.i (.’flH-rai If Mf. 'i’aiiin fniihl pt- jani, nU il f.a' in a 
Jiinimfr nu>m iiffnjilaldn in hiurnU ', hill nil lu\ mlUMi In Ihi. pl.tff, t llnd fluil, 
hilliifiii'fd hy lhal, imM-r f.illlu.’. ynm! snir.n uhh h In-rpu Mi-, Hiifh-r imui ImHat 
li'il nidray hy Hiu purlhilh.^ ni his ir!nnd> nr nl fhn piildn-, hr pmfnr'i in miimin 
wlinff iu‘ Is, at thf linatl nl' his pmir , ,inii, and rnuiplntlti;: u .nU,ddn psin. islnu 
i'nr hl.H 1 Hiinl. 1 WnUiil linl h-1 Ihn InnHnr ..iiun niif In advntiff, 

Unn’l tnrynl P) .'ifiid Inr I'nrsxfhaud pul him at hP. ra .n, 1 ihaid^ ,<.n!j fnr ,iinur 

altnrd.lnn In my I'rinnd'riimnp. JniP:n .Marn,^ «ili aHntid in uhal >«iu 
Hnmnnihnr tun utiVrfininUnly in all ihn mnuiPnr-i nf vmtr fiuuily. I Hhu-nmty 
htipn .Mr.'i. I >. ha. rnnninrnd. Shnu fhPi In Ml', .Mnlaua*. 

ir 1 dn iinf .'.ay anvihhid ahniii ihi* slnjud Uiumph I hai.n, Hirtinph ,\nur Jti 
sirnmnui;iUi.\ imt! ihn Idndnn-.. iM ni,\ nnmdr.vnmn. uhiainnd ninr ii(,i nu-tnina, 
,\nu lulls! lint sipipn-n Ihn! I Ihild* Hu* h-sH uf H. 'Phn UiuU pi nhi.iiiy nial I 
lult.-.f tin Ihn lIKn. 

\ nf> |j'n!> >nurH, 

■M, \ 1% III n» %■. 

1'. S, I lint n\nn'mi' nniisidlnd m vnniflttiit mi frlnuds Atiirn.-t., Mrhdit, 
I’rn-.unll ami Huth-r ami thn,\ nnm’ur Hilly. If i. ma a liffh* •Jumdar 
lhal ihiu nainn .•hnuhl hum liuuhnil npnii .mnr mind. u« h did tipmi mhu-, >un 
svlU rnruUnnl, ill uiir wulU uptiu iUn 'I'nffani', fur ihn pliuH* Ur iinw ludda. 

.Ml'. McLani’\s wi.slins witc ^raliliml mi nil jnuitl.s. Mr. hiiinndmi 
uii:. I'ldiioNinl fiiit Ilf his way by thn Mis.-atm tti I*‘raunn, htjusrlf 
prt>nhiti‘(l to tlu' ollit’i* nf Sncridary of Stutn, his friniat. Dimun. svas 
apjioinU'tl Snrridary of tlu‘ 'I'n-ustiry, uinl Wooillmry and thn nindr.-d. 
ntui inm'uuous 'runny vvyra suHVrctl (ti remain vvht*re tlmy stnod. 
I will not. say the elaiius to promotion of the t.wo latter were sue 

" .MS. V. II. nif). 
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rifiri'd (o ]\lr. M('Laiu'‘'s projudii't's for that vtudd })erhai).s ba an 
t'Xprrssion too strong' for tlu' occasion, and rallu'c an awkward one 
for iiic to ('inploy as I was luadi' a })ai'(y to what was done. 

A word or (wo here in explanation of (he allusions in (he post- 
scrip( of niy lelli'.r. 

d'h(‘ rejcclion in (he Senal(^ of tlx^ noininalion of Sl(‘j)lH'n Simpson 
as one of the. foniinissioners under (be French Treaty was, if not 
(lie (irst, unions tlu'. (irst instances of similar pro(u>ediny;s. It oc¬ 
curred at a moment, when (lie President-ls mind was o-rtadly dist.i!rh('(l 
by otlu'r causes and befori'. he, had become, accusfonu'd to (he, extu’cisi^ 
of Senatorial supervision in (he, w.ay in whi<‘h it was on (bat occasion 
i'X(‘r{('d. Vi'|. lUMv in tlu', dischar^'e of Ids exi'cmt.ivi', du(e.s, llu' act.ion 

of llu', Sena((‘, without emiuiriiijL^ as to tlu'. y;rt)umls upon whicli the, 
nomination had Ixu'ii nuuh'. or assi^-nnuMit. of any reasons for its 
rejei'tioii, semned to him <Iesi^nedly disri'sjjcct ful. Looking upon 
it. as an attempt on tlu'. part, of tlu* Simate to (h'ti'r him from t.h(‘ pi'r- 
formaiua' of bis duties making him ftad the extent of its poW('rs, 
lie. dclcrmiiu'd at. the instant, to rmiominalc Sinijison, and to .send 
to that body (lie ri'coninu'ndations upon which he, had seh'cli'd him 
with a. rcs|u‘c(ful nsiiu'st. to Ix' informed of the, natiin' of its ob- 
jectioiLs, I arri\i'd at, (he Fx('cuti\(‘ Mansion a few monuuits aftm* 
thf* Secretary of (lie. Senate liad lid’t- him and found him in tlu' Fast, 
boom, in which then', wi're. also at the moment several other persons, 
whom curiosity had drawn to inspi'ct. an apartnu'iit which had ac- 
(luired mncli notoib'ty durin/j: the Ih'i'siih'utial canvass, and in whose 
jU'c.'X'ncc. he. spoki' of the transac.t.ion with his usual unn'si'.rvi' and 
with more l.han usual ('xcib'inenb Anxious to be r<‘liev('d from tlu'ir 
prcsi'Hci' I raised a window openiiifi; upon (he terrace and proposi'd 
a stroll to which lu' assented. Ilowen'r e.xmisabh' In*, might be in 
hcliming that a majority of (he Senali' were, mon‘. iidluenccd by 
(heir ho.-.lilily to him in the. act, he complained of than by a si'n.so 
of publir duty he was wiamg in assuming (hat. tlu'V had goiu' be¬ 
yond the. regidar exercise of (heir constitut ional functions or that 
he would he justitiable in putting to them the in((*rrogatory he pro¬ 
posed, and perceiving (hat lu‘. was in danger of ('Xposiug to his 
oppoiK'.nts what a lai’gi' portion of the public and not, a few of 
his friends coiua'.ived to be his wi'idvi'st. side., 1 c.xerle.il myself t,o tlu'. 
utmo.st to divi'i't, him from his purpo.st', 

iMy hmg service in tlu' .Seiiati' ('uabk'd m<' to bi’ing to his notice. 
si‘\‘eral casi's in wliich partisan majoi‘lti('S had pursmsl a course, 
eiiually I'xci'ptionable, tluring tlu'. administration of .sonu' of bis 
[iredi'cchMirs without, being noticed In (he w'ay he projm.si'd by any 
of them, save perhaps, on one ociaision by Mr. Adams, on which 
he. himself was one. of the olh'.nding Senators. Our walk eonunem'ed 
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ill (lu'. iifU'rnooii uiul c'()iitinnt'(! till it ilurk witliiuit interrupt ion, 
allboii^'h I saw ^wiitU'iiU'U appronehiu^- ii - wiin uere turu.-.l Imek 
l)\' Mii'i iiianifi'sl, (‘ariu'siue.ss oi (nir rMii\er atitui. He liNieiietl to 
iiK' with 11 n i To rill ri'sj u'et a tnl iia lii In'eitt’i' I lUt, I op a k •Ui'; time, w it hi uit. 
till'. sli<>’hli‘s(. imliralion of a willinane ^ tii ehature hi piirpoNc aiul 
I havt'. not fore’otti'n liis i'ni'ri!:y aiul rmpha i; at one uionuait uhen. 
arn'stine; his steps ami tiiniine' {owank me he sahi " I tell \ou, Mr. 
^^•ln Hureii, wi‘ shall nei'er ha\e peace with the-e men until the\ are 
imulo to itiuliu'staml llu' eharaeter of Amirew .laekMiti heliia- than 
tiu'v mnv do.” I sim'ijfesteil tht' nanu‘ > oi . eviu'al iutli\itlual ; a-; 
])i’oper to he siaif in lint without etTeet. until a ehama* alhe.iou Imm 
iiim to tlu'. t'arly stnt<r‘.d<'s of the old Ivepnldiean paii), v\hll t he 
was a l\fi‘mher of ('omxre'S, hrouylit suddenly to my mind the huotir- 
ahle opinion he luul often ('Xpressed to me of the enuduet, at that- 
pi'i’iod, (d' tlu* then reiloiihtahle' eoiidiiefor of the “ Aurora " W'illiam 
Duane, ami the dispo-alion e\ine(‘d hy the thmeral to hefriem! him 
wlunu'Vt'r a. siiitahle opportunity mip'ht offei'. 1 wa not per onally 
luaiiiaintt'd with his son, \\’iiiiam d. Duane, hiif luans enough of 
his eliaraettu’ and standing’' in hi'; profe siou to feel eoinineed that. 
Ids appointment would he a pooil one. and propo od hi name nifh 
a reference to what, had pa sed hetueeii us in rejuird to (he father, 
d’lie favoiirahle impresami made hy the niU'e ti'm wa at onee 
apparent. 'I’liere seenieil to he omethino in (he idea of ending 
to the federalist', in tiie Senate (he nattie of a : on of William Duane 
which di\‘e'-(etl Ids aetpiie-enee in the I'ejeelion of Sim{».on of e\er\, 
appearnnee ed’ yieldin'.^ to tlieir hostilit v and, in the .sepuel reenneded 
1dm to the ahandoninent (d' a de inn to which he had hefore laae 
what piu’tinaeloiisly eliintr. .Veeonliiudy he iinifeil nte into hi. olliee 
and prepareil a new nomination to that etfeet whieh wa . eoidirmed 
liy (he Senate, I spolii* of ^hi^: atlair more than onee (o Mr, Mtd.aue 
as I did frispienlly (o other'.. Wln'ther if fnrni lied a cite to (he 
forimu’ in the I’on-.nlfat ions preeedinjjt the appedntment of Duaiit' 
to the ’’rreasury I am not, of eonri*, aide to say. 

d'o return from thi . diLTession a! the period .nt which we have 
now arris e<l (he ne.xl of the Ljreat niea-.ure.. of Dre -idejit daek on’., 
udmiid.si rat ion, for some time niedilatiMl, was lirouidd to it com 
summation. I allude to that familiarly known u.s the “■ Uemosal of 
till' Depo .it.s.” .Mr. MeDane hud thrown hi'‘. oHit ial sliiidd around 
the Dank in his llrst nnmiul n-porl upon (he llnanei* . Of that do.m 
nient, lie. thus wrote, to mt* at London, in hi.-; letter of the (ith of I>e 
cemher, iHhi : 

Vnii will iHit iitau'evi' (if this antsl [truimhly tiuh '.-. .osi nm'/.- 

inliul, luil Ilf jour demnerney, hnl of yntir i»nrt> iirejtiilieeJj 3,(10 fuL<- ii uji 

*' .M.S. V. }), ana. 
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111 till' siiiril tif a jiatrint you will liluss iiu' for it. I I’l'cl ns you may suiuiusi* 
j4;r»'al stiliiituilr Iml am nut witliuul I'uiitidi'in'u in .suui'uss •-* 

Ami in ihni of tlm I'Jth,: 

I sumi, iiy this uppurlunity, aiiilrt'.ssuii In yuu, a I’uw' cujiiu.s uT tliu aiiminl ru- 
piii't for suiiu' uf my t'liuiuis in KmjJtland, wiiiiii, If It is nut utniinst your ouii- 
suiunuo, I wiil tluuik yuu to oausu to In* I’urwardt'd. 

Mr. IVIi'LtiiU'. lU'vrr ticttnl uguitisi thr priurtpU's by wliicli hr knew 
Pri'siilrul Jiickson iiilrmltMl to bt* iii Ibo tidininistnition of tin*. 

(jovoniinenl. without boiii^^ sonsiblo. of tho, iniiii it- would gt\’t‘ im', but. 
Iiu trustiul to iny psuiiidity for him ami my u:ood tviupur, tind under¬ 
stood Ills u;n)iind well. He knew that', in this east' hi.s course wa.s 
a^^ainst the. etirncst, desires of tke President, and, tis in till his under- 
lakiny:s of that elmraeti'.r, he fsiiled --the! country deciding*: them till 
Jiy:ainsl. him. lb', remained nevertheless a ])rominent nu'inber of the 
adminisirtdion tho"' si nuirkt'd monument of tlu'. forbetu’tinee of its 
supportei's,and,strau'^e. ns it mtiy seem,he. lost no {2:round in the jier- 
sonal reu;!u'ds of (lit'. Ih’esith'iit or niyst'H’, towards whom he. tissures 
me in one. of tlu', precedinju; lett.e.rs, when tidvoeatinu’ the- appoiidnient 
of Dmiue, that he. felt himself “ incipaihle of indiH’eri'nice. or in^'rati- 
tnde.” 

Kxpi't’ience however seemed to luive. exerted no infbumee iijion his 
disposition to nii'dille in Hit' disturbinu; (|uestIon.s that. r('lal('.d to the 
Ihink. d'h(‘. rt'uiovtd of the di'posits fra.V(^ ri.se t.o tlu' second great 
struggle, on the part, of the (Jovernment to eoiitine. that, institution to 
its rights and duties. In point of ellleieney the movi'inent which 
preeedi'd and cau.sed that. st,niggle was not a jot. behind the vclo. In¬ 
telligent. and sensible, observers of tlu^ progress of (‘Vi*nts not inap¬ 
propriately eompai'ed it. to (leneral da(‘k.son''s night atta<‘lc upon tli(\ 
(‘iieuiy’s lines on the. doth of Di'cembei’, jirelirniuary to Hit' Hat.tlt' of 
the Sth of .laiiuary bi'fore Ne.w Orleans. The justiet'. of that, ojiinion 
iind the principles upon which that, important measure resttal will htt 
jire.sently consideri'd. Mi*. Mebane was early in the. held and, as bt',- 
Ibrt', on till' sidi' of the' Hank, 'The President., as will lit' st'en hy one. 
of his li'tters, informeil mt' in atlvauee that he. wonhl ilesiri'. t.o eonstdt 
with mt', on om* Kastt'rn trip, in rt'gard to this import.aiit ijnestion 
and brought with him some, rough notes of tlm arguments in favour 
of the measnrt' which was Hiuilly ineorporali'tl in tin* jiapi'i* read hy 
him to his Cahinet on tlm iSth of Septemher."' 'The.se. he tlelivcrod to 
me on his arrival at .New York and Mr. Kendall, tint special agt'Ut of 
the 'rrt'asiiry, sent me a full statenu'ut of what was ilesire.tl am! of 
what had been, and eiiiihl, as he thought, be. dime with the. State 

• \'|UI lllUfll J'lllH'I’H. 

Mr, niiilr tif till;, iiaiid' u:, IiiivliiK 1 h*ci» I'unKtnicloil at IlK* lllji IlnpH and artri’ 

wai'il'i Hiiliiuli(I'll 1(1 till* ri-vh<li,ii Ilf Mr. 'I'aui'y. 'I’hl.H In dntiUlli'HH rlKlU. luif (hi* iitiffti 
ri-li-rn-d tg larc wrrg ui,‘Vi.-rtlu;li.-wi uard at tlm Ulp Itara. 
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Hanks (o pfoumtc (lit* ultjcct in \ icu . .Mi-Hatic ac.-iuiijiaunMl tlif I’lfs 
idcnl as far’as .\<‘\\ ^ tirk fiaaii wiiifh [tlafc In* trf tnau'ii (a \\"a hia*'^ 
ton halving in (lin lianil.-. of .Major 1 )om'l on (Ik' fo!louin<> ioitfr f.ti- 
nil': 

■iittif \i}:, I 

My Sii!, 

ISal’nr'c ,\'titi (iti)llly (lisitiiM* ol’ flit' lifl"’’!' 1 o<u f.» !c:ii! .i( 

li'iKivcIy tlu' luii'i’f 1 iti'fpai’i'il inr tlu- I’l'.-atliat! ai whifli | hu-n' » .MUtnl 

riiitlirully lu tfafi* ilic (‘llrrls nl Ilir i>ri>i.<1 I'haa- f uihUt l!i>‘ l iit iKira.uh ra 

ou llu' ptililif .Nt'rvii'c ami iiiuiu ihc ('mmirv, imu! Samu . I ha\i- an l.'.a an iio- 
nri'si'iit r.niik ami m> npiiat'm; art* llu- ! «• .iiU m hi.'. h«<ui- i i-nn i> t mu-i m n;:hi 
and pnijifh't.v. Sniuclliin:', iimlnulilciili, r. ilm* Wt ilu* m-u ulm Imniil 

mil 111 ' <lrl\»‘ii In dll’ .-.ii’ii at Ica a ln’i'tirc itif Smuilc ha^i- .a-n-il u|‘'‘u h; » tiMuumi 
lion. ’'I'licfarurc ir iiu.Uldn.a in* (lam* Im il hr }|.< 'iH! (Ua >‘r <Hi..n .ual Ii'L 

dll' I’ri'Hhli’ll! aniHi'i'r hi>; \ir\\N in a MraMUj'i*, 

Vxiir, atifhiulli, 

d, M'd. 

d'lm jiroiiiuls upon wliii-h llir maa urn \r.i lu !..• pla.r-.l w,-iv .ill 
I’onsiilt'i't'tl ami di-ru M-d hi'twri'ii the Hr.’ Idral and im rdf on oiir 
jouriu'y and .Mr. Ki'udair plan r.'\i.ml a . far a llm infornndion in 
onr pos’^cs.’^aon allou'ml. Sn’rotaiic ('a* and \\ oodluir\ ai'.'oiup.inn’d 
ns and vvi'i'c madr auarr of v. liai ua . yntum. on Inil wen* uni . alh'd 
upon (u ('oinniit (Imin t-hi’,-. to tin- approial of it, M\ own four in 
ri'spt'fl lo (hi-, uiald-r w a a . u .iia!, niadr tlm ul.j.’ft of uu icpn' 
.si'iilalion. 1 liavr hroij.dii lo...’(hfr llm t-ntirf .-onr pondfiiff iif 
twin'll till' Hrr idi'tit ami tn\ fit tflatnn^ to it wlimh i, .ui’uutlfil 
without roumu'iit. laM-ry fft-linp I fiitfilaimnl ahoui if i . thfiriu 
I’oiuprt'.sM'd. If I ran lay ms h.and upon if. wIh.’Ij i not th,- ra p 
ut tlii.s imurn'iit, I will add a fon'ol.orat i\r tatfuifut rnt to utr hs' 
till' Hr^‘^.idl'nt whil-t I ssa.a ramlidatr for ollifc and ua a ailfd in 
n'O'ard to thi niatlrr In prfjudi.-fd prr on ^ ipmuanf id' fhr faff . 

( hu’ l%a'-l('rn lour ua . mldmls mt hort at (\»urord, \fu I tamp 
.shirr by tin* : r\rrr indi-podf ion of tin* Hir-idrut. and ur madf our 
iippi'aranrr lirfon* fhr .'^rrrrtarir-. of Stnfr and drra.urs, .Mfl.anr 
und Hnanr, at Wa.diinpton, (pntr um-vpm’trdlv. 

d hr Ht’rsidrtit had in thr reiur -i' eif our joumrv appri rd ihr hit 
f(*r ol his ^u'lirral pnrpo r juid m oon a hr rroosn-rd uilirifidh' 
from his utfark, u hirli was a \rry M'Srrr our and furfor(\ i-iphi houra 
.srrnird to thrratrn Ids lifr, hr M'ut for .Mr. Huam* to l•lt^rr with huu 
upon thr roll ddrrution of tin* fiimi instrurfion- to hr Lost-u to Mr. 
lArmlall. ()u our uu\ from (hr I*rr nli'tit . hrd rooui lo thr Itrau 
room wr inrt thr Srrrrtary und unm hnth fnirk uifh hm I'rrhlr 
and riuariutrd uppimraurr, uhirli, ns wr hud not hrar.l of hi l.rititx 
ill ^sr, at nurr uttrihutrd to distrr-s of udml ruu-rd h\ ob.tarlr , to 
ii.M unkiKfwn, intrrposrd to thr prrforniaiirr (d’ hi- diltir. upon (hr, 
subject imdrr nmsidrratton. 1 well ivmrml.rr thr kind munurr ssifh 
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wliich t!u' Pi't'sidiMil look both his hands in his own and gcndly 
sfoldin^- him for coming’ oiil in liis actual slate <d’ luadih, ailvis(‘d 
him (o r('tiini lo his hoiis(> and neilla'c (o IliinU mori' of (he deposits 
nor lo come lo him aj^ain iiiiti! he was piM-ft'elly well. Mr. Duane 
^‘hidly availed himseir of this advice and fiirlhcr aclion upon this 
suhjt‘c( was posiponed for soiin* days, d'hi' incidcnis tlud followed 
Mr. Duane's agreement" to tin what the Presithml d(>sired or lo 
resio-n; his la'fusal, on the rc'lurn of Ihe latter from the Rip Ilaps, 
to do (‘idler; his removal; tlie a])pointnumt. of Mr, d’aiu'y in his 
place and the order din'ctin^' fidure re(vi[)ts of (he public nioiK'ys 
lo h(‘. plac(‘d in tlu' si'leeti'd Slate Ihinks art' elstnvlu're and in vari¬ 
ous ways referred (o.‘ 

It has bec'U slab'd (hat when tlu' Pn'sident. iuti'rposed his rc/o to 
the Panic lu'. round hiinscdf in (hat ^reat. Aet, which (‘annot fail to 
be loiio; and <>;ra((d'ully reuieinbered by the Anun'icau pt'ople, opposial 
by his Secretaries of Sla((‘, d'n'asiiry !iud \V'ar, lavin^ston, 
Mtdjani' and Dass. 'Phesi* ^'iiIIi'iikmi avowed (heir disaj)proval of 
tht^ Pri'sideiit’s coiii’st', and stood aloof from his procei'dium;. lb' 
went Ilii’oujj,ii with them with llu' aid of ofliein’s occupyin/i,' iufcM’ior 
positions ill his Cabinet, and obtaimai a decisive triumph in the ('lec¬ 
tion dud. took placi' in tin' course of a fi'w months, ^^dlen he sipa'i'- 
•seded tin* Hank as a ik'posif.ory (d’ [mbbe monl(*s lu' was a<^uiu opposed 
by th(H Seen'taries of Slate, 'Freasury and W'ar. d'lu'. action (d’ (In' 
Secretary of tlu' 'Freasury beiiiji!: indispen.sably neec'ssary to the e.ve- 
ciition of his delerminalion, (hat. refractory oHic('r was rmnm'eil 
whilst. Messis. Mtdame and Cass n'lnaiiied umiualiFK'd in (hi'.ir oppo 
sition to the removal of tbi' depo.sils and t.lu' foi’iner, as bid’oi'e, op('n 
and nctivt*. 'I'he.si' gentlemen wi'ri' not imh'i'd, could not. have been 
ins(‘nsihl(‘, to (In' feelings to which thcii* position gave I’ise, or im- 
mindful of their dnlit'S in respect to tbeiu. On (be morning sue- 
(•('(‘ding the dismi.ssal of Mr. Duane and (he. nppoinlmcnt of Mr. 
d'aney, viz: on the cl 1th September, bShl’i, and again on the fol¬ 
lowing moi’uiug, Messrs, McLane and Cass called on (.he. Th*('sid('nt 
and held with him the. eouvi'r.sdions delaih'd immediately after th(',y 
left him in (he.se. admirabh^ h'lters: 

TUU I’UU.SlDUN'r. 


Sf}i(ntthi-r 2’ith, /h'.'f.l 

.Mv DM.Mt Sin, 

I (Ihi uti( int('U(l In liHVi' wrlticii ,\nu uraui so sumi. But (IUh innniluu I wii.s 
w iiifcil iipun by .Mr. l.mils .Md.iuu' iuul (bo. ( 'ji.sh. anti, in n iVleuilly iiuinnt'r, llnyv 
Intrtidin’cil flu* Ucllciify nl' (heir HUiiallnii tlint (In* tiucstlnii itiadf Imrorc Hit' 

'■ MS. V, i>. •.in;.. 

'An itinur.ttil'lt iliitf( .if \ nti Unr<'H‘:i dcfi'ifn. uf .liti.Un<'it‘jt In lUr.tni.i.'ilnK !)i(iu)t> 

ninl (Ilf ft-inioul uf tli>. ilfpii->U i In In tlii' Van Btn'i'tt I’aiifi’!) tnulfr diib* tif IH.'M. 
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imlilh* wmihl b(‘ u parly (lUi'.stlna tlau (hc.s as urU as mvsrU’ ui.iiltl lu' 
nHsulled—tlu'.v for ranmiiiin^; !n luy t'aliinft u lim it wdl tn- I.umuu that (ii,*y 
■\V(*re ()i>pos»'ti (o (he lacasurt', Ac. Ac. to all which 1 aic>wfit-.!, h^Ull!.^ ami 
llrtaly, tluil I could aol .see how* iheir iVehue.s or dchca.w cnuld hi- iavoheil; 
the Irillh c<udd ho told, that Mr. Mcl.auo hail r.i\<'a uie he, mu i.iMid.iu nn ii„. 
suhji'et with rrankiies.s that la'uiul laj sell’hail dillcred lit I'pitooo lltal 1 hmi 
taici'ii all ri'.spoa.sihilily upoti ia.\.sfir- that I wished ui» Mi|u>t>rl ti'..ai fithcr 
wIk'U their prlnclpU'.s and opiidoii.s wt're not in accurtl : whether the; '.aUsfled 
thi'lii I <‘aii not .say; 1 ho|)(' It ha.s and it .surid> ujunI unless tlow helawe ih.'d 
when it hecoau'.s a party ([acstion they inu.st. for pniieiph' uud opmiou.' 'aUf. 
take open j^nmaad with the opposition for I ha\e declared to them, frankly 
and truly, tlnil all I wsint of theiu Is to attiaid to the ttuilea ..f their ie'.{.ei'fi\|. 

th'partiiK'nls, la llu' iuuaner la'i'etofore done. ! hope ihe\ will rem.Uu inp p’ 

it so happi'iis that they do tad the uncstion arises whom ’•.hatl 1 •.eh-ei ii.r tins 
State, M'iir jiiui for .Mtorney (leneral? lhe.\ laii-t ht- nil l.unitn ti> hi nuht in 
•/irinci}ilc and (jooil and tnir imii. Not men who diller on the meat lendin;: 
measures and helieve tliiit they have a riaht to tijue.aet the tm .im-.-: ,,r the 
dt'partnu'iit iulver.si'ly to wlmt the Hveeathe helie\e-. the ,'..od ..i ilte c.iuntry 
and prospi'i’Ily of jdl risiulre. tlKe me .\oui- \iews on this Mthleei h.\ the 
t'arlii'sl monu'Dl Iti your power. I t'tielose this under emer to Mr, (‘amhrelen;:. 

iMy idkdll-ri'Vl'rs sllll coaliuue hut the pre.s-, of hu-.|lle-, , keep , iue up la 
tin* day. 

In haste oar | rlead 

\ '.ma w .! \i i..so\ 

M.vutin Van IMmuN 

I', .S. I hope for the hi'st hat let wlml will eoate the sun util eiiuthoie to 

rise la the Mast and set la the W'e.st and I trust lu a kind Iho\i.lenee to ; aide 

tinil direel nu' tintl in a \lrlamis people's support, 


W WiJtj soJo-i.. Slid. 

IMy 1)kah Silt, 

I have lids moment lun! an ltderview with .Mr, .Md.ane and wtih fhw. Cuss 
mid I have the pleasure to inform ymi Ih.nt we are all timted in our cordial 
friendship and eonlhh'm'e whieh on my part was mwer tmpuii.-d. I ha%>- snf 
fered more in my reelings hi lid.s {.treat naiiomd matter than in any iieriod of 
my ('veidful life. I laid to stru{t{.;le with my prhafe ftietid lnp oppo ed fo m\ 
laihih' duty hul I eoald tad striiKkdt' loiiu. .My (h>d tohl me the mea are wa.s 
rljitht- thiit the Morals td’ the I'oople mid the perpeltdfy of oar iej.uhlh-;ui mw 
erlimoid. reiptlred It and, a,s t'\eraeijit Itig tm if wir; to m> priwUe irieml-.hipi 
and loelhms, my puldle duly required my promid netioa. I periorme.i p and 
it is the (irsl pleasure In mj life thal I enn eonimiudcare In \on that our rrieiids 
IMehiiue and (hi-ss n'luala where lliey now are hiirmotdotish, 

_ Till' sy.sfem wdll HUeeeed well and I am teemred to du> lu one heretofore 
tiii'iidl.v to the Jhink that nine tenths of the people will 'ui iaiu me (Paf the 
dkselosnres are so ohnoMuiis to all principles of mondit.i,, m. ine,.a ,i .n-at with 
the eoiir.so e.vpi-eted from tiio P.uidv, and for which it was ehariere.!, that ao 
honest man hut must Jusiiry aiy course fowtirds it; whea Us former friends 
•speak thus wt' can have ao fcitrs td’ tlu- result of pahlle opiulou. Met am hear 
froai ytm. Mr. ('luahroieiiK says yt.u will he la New \ ork h.v the time this eaa 
reueli you, I ail(lre.s.s It to you Iht're, 


AlAirriN Van UiruKN, 

Vice J’rcnidcn/. 


Your frieml 

.\Miia.w .1 \eKf.oN. 


1 


1 


t 
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A concerted and formal call by tlie two high officers named and 
upon such a mission, immediately after the elevation of Mr. Taney,— 
a gentleman shown to have been especially unacceptable to one of 
them—^before he had taken any steps towards carrying out the 
President’s policy and at a moment of so great excitement, might 
well have been looked upon by a severely chafed Chief Magistrate as 
designed to drive him from the performance of his duty. 

What the result of such a suspicion on the part of the General 
would have been no one who understood his character can doubt. 
Notwithstanding my experience of his general calmness and self pos¬ 
session on trying occasions, I yet claimed some merit for having 
ensured the exercise of those inestimable qualities in this instance by 
forewarning him of the trial to which his patience and indulgent 
spirit might be subjected, as will appear in the extract which follows. 

In Sept. 1833, whilst passing a few days with my old friend Gov. 
Morgan Lewis, knowing that the proceedings in respect to the Gov¬ 
ernment deposits were about to be brought to a head and always 
alive to McLane’s interest, I wrote the President a letter from which 
the following is an extract and which was in furtherance of what 
I had said to him before we parted at Washington—^lie for the 
Bip-Eaps and I for the north: 

ojk * ^iiow me to say a word to you in regard to our friend McLane. 
He and I differ toto coelo about tlie Bank and I regret to find tiaat upon almost 
all public questions the bias of our early feelings is apt to lead us in different 
directions. Still, I entertain tb.e strongest attachment for him and have been so 
long in the habit of interceding in his behalf that I cannot think of giving it up, * 
as long as I have it in my power to serve him and his. From what passed 
between us at Washington I think it possible that he may (if Mr. Duane re¬ 
signs) think himself obliged to tender his resignation also, which, if accepted, 
would inevitably ruin him. Your friends would be obliged to give him up 
politically, and when stript of influence his former federal friends would as¬ 
suredly visit their past mortification at his success upon him in the shape of 
exultations at his fall. I am quite sure that if he tenders his resignation he 
will nevertheless be anxious to remain if he can do so with honor, and if you 
.should say in reply, that you will accept his resignation if he insists upon it 
but that yoxi confide in him, notwithstanding the difference between you upon 
this point, and that if he could consistently remain in the administration you 
would be gratified, I think he would be induced to withdraw it. 1 could not 
advise you to change your course for anybody but it appears to me that you 
might go thus far consistently with what is due to all parties. I think I cannot 
be mistaken in believing tliat he told me explicitly that he did not know Mr. 
Duane’s views in regard to the Deposits when he was selected. When at Wash¬ 
ington I informed you that I had thought of Mi*. Taney for the Treasury but 
had not made the suggestion in consequence of its not meeting with Mr. Mc- 
Laue’s concurrence. On accidently reading since a letter which he wrote me 
upon the subject of Mr. Duane’s appointment I find it stated that he had not 
mentioned my suggestion in regard to Mr. Taney to you in pursuance of my 
request that he .should not do so until I could ascertain whether Mr. Butler 


MS. V, p. 210. 
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would take the office of Att’y General, if you should think proper to offer it to 
him, which he declined and consequently nothing more was said of the other 
idea. Although this had escaped me I presume it must be so. * * * " 

The following was my reply to the General’s two letters given 
above. The original has been obtained from Mr. Blair with whom 
he left his papers. 

New York, Sept. 21111, 1SS3, 

My DEAR Sir, 

Your letter of the 24th was handed me by Mr. Cambreleng at the moment of 
stepping into the carriage to visit the Town of Brooklj'n upon the invitation of 
its trustees, and I embrace the first moment of my return to reply to it. You 
haye done all that was required of you in regard to the suggestions of our 
friends McLane and Cass, If after that they choose to go, so it must be. Your 
course cannot be altered out of mere personal regard to any one. I do not 
however believe that such will be the case, but if it be, I think I ought to como 
down immediately and remain with you until your arrangements are completed, 
instead of making the suggestions you desire. I shall hold myself subject to 
your wishes. 

Your letter of the 25th is this moment received after I had written thus far. 
I sincerely rejoice that matters have turned as they have. Our friends will' 
soon see what a precipice they have escaped. Public sentiment is unprece¬ 
dentedly strong in your favor. I dined yesterday with a party rising of 
100, in King’s county, composed of the Senate of the State, now sitting as a 
Court of Errors, and of gentlemen of different politics: After several other 
toasts, Dr. Elwais of Fort Hamilton gave the following;—“The Oracle of 
Delplios said make gold thy weapon and thou wilt conquer all. Andrew .Tack- 
son has said make honesty thy weapon ,”—and I never knew a toast received 
with more rapturous applause, long continued and several times revived. As 
this is probably the first direct test of the kind, and the company was respec¬ 
table and of different politics, I think it of sufficient importance to mention it 
to you. 

I think Gov. Woodbury is right in his opinion that the Attorney Gou’l ought 
to come from the South. You recollect what passed between us in regard to 
our friend For.syLli. He once (long ago) told me he would not think of accept¬ 
ing the appointment of Attorney General, and I do not know what effect the 
views he recently expressed upon another subject would have upon him in 
regard to this; but I feel so deeply how well he behaved for us all that I can¬ 
not think of suffering a single opportunity to pass without doing all in my 
power to serve him. If, for any reason, he should be out of the way I should 
like Judge Parker = right well, if he is a speaking man. You will have time 
enough to cau.se enquiries to be made upon the point. You will recollect also 
that I spoke to you of Judge Ruffin,® of North Carolina. You can cause the same 
enquiries to be made as to him so that you may finally act with a full view of 
the whole matter. 

Tliere is one point you may depend upon, my dear Sir, and that is that there 
is an extreme anxiety on the part of the Democracy of the Country—your stay 
and support that you should infuse a little more of their good spirit into 
your Cabinet than it now possesses. Recent events have given increased inter- 


iSeptemter 11, 1S33, in the Jackson. Papers; a copy of this extract is in the Van 
Buren Papers. 

-Richard Elliott Parker. 

■‘Thomas Ruffin. 
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t'Sl It) IlliH ]K)hii, nml llu' iniiiri'ssiitii is Unit if it had hfiai linfi'lnlnri* 

ullu'rwisi' ill Unit n‘.s|U'cl tliiuf.s uuiilil him* hi'i'U iirlliT. oiir i|uuiiihtm t'l'lfud, 
ItiluiK' A\’!is ciliuT Iinyoiid fir hf'hitii! Ill*' aai'. J'n Jinl he in hasic jiiid ilo i)n' i!n' 
fiivtuir (t) nMUt'mlu'i’ un' kiiiilly tt.> nil yiftir hnu-.1*11111(1. I iu'iic m In* with .mhi mi 
lliii liOth withmil fail. 

1 am %'•!•> (nil.i 

.M. V\.x nrni'.?i. 

NfiTK.- naviu.tj; (U'i’asioii smut' (lfi.\s siimt' tn writn li* .Mr, f', 1' lUair uini 
kiHnviii;^ tlm rliist' iniiinacy timl (‘\istml hctwcfii liim iiiid th-ucnil .limk umi as 
ivi'il as tlu' luiiliuilcd I'uulliimif’i' r«‘i'"!^**il by tin* htllcr in his and 

Irnlhruhu'ss, I suwri'Nli'd to him llm !)rit|irlfl.\ of nimimmlctitim.: mi> Itmidmit-i 
or iiassaKi'S In tiioir luli’fcuur.st' which he luiy.ht think of jiiithclctif inii*rc-.f and 
whilst mmiijJU'd In tlio revision of ilicse ]iny,c.s, I rocohofl a lottor from htin i in 
imrt fiilllinn'ni of my rciincsl) whlcli rclattm to tiic {icriod and I'lentH here 
(loscrihod uiul wldcli i jdve In his own words MUiprc.s-dnn uintcci'.s'iiir.\ mitucs; 

h’UOM !■'. I’. 111. Ml!,. IvS(^). 

Mii\m: ScKiM., /.i Vor. /.s'.,'l 

•H ^ It" I'l'lioro is n clrcinustaiicc coum'ticd utih the I’.ank paiih* I.-uiHnr; ill 
cliiiraclt'ri'/.t' I lit' lirihclpio actor;: ol’ tin* tliiu* uhhh <'mion'.|» lounodiutfli under 
lay nolit'o may In* worth mrnfionhu' lo >om 

W'idlf Ki'iidilli na.*: oii his nd‘.*ion, he l•l•I■!d!lr the .••hair ilai.*! s fu irrrii.r 
ilrltosils, I .•■.iit'iif llic nionlh of .\in'nst and imii m :■.l•t<trlltlH•r ulth thr I'n' t 
(leal, at lla'ivi|i i;ii|is our families oiTiijn iiO' t Is* i-.il t:r-r . ou th o pih* i.r roi L'! 
in llamptoii I’oads, I’hidlc lani pliumrd .'i luo .f hi idimi i modr ul i«':n hiUK 1dm 
la tlds l.solalcd spot, to which, lor ;mri*r i\r hr had Iifiiiij f.>i », ;,o r 

d’lm Old ('hicl’ had a Ittllo hut on the hii'ht-.l p.ibn mi thr itiii ! . hiot.lii,- out 
lo the Ocfitn, where we went to open his mails and i.ilh ov.-r nmttei i, at!,I u 
mi;',id :ihao‘.l literally In* ;:;dd to he (he point at which lliddle ! 'ir!!r,| a , au 
iionaiie from l•^l•ry (pmrter of llie I tnmi, lir h.!.l orjpini.'nl n ••rt or ■ jr,*r 
the lh*aend, w Im Imd hardl.i time, liLr an old Ifarle. |i. odd In uhi,'i 
for rojio.se OH his Uoek when mis.lh-. from e\er,*. (puntri and «• ip.« ialh, !i..m 
llm ell ii'S were pom-ed lli Opmi huo In the sluipr of Irtlm - rmu.aflo n sitlfrti 
di‘r of llie deism (d’ remmho' the I n-po-jf ‘fl!,* pr. uliiUifi ..s ihl'- •.inipcle 
was lliai all the \tdle\.s poured iu upon him laiae under tou r ni ihe names of 
his lih*mls, ! s paspr Abi tt*r lor Ittrlunond, rf^ifuiliieft a! 

W ieihins'bm. A theuee he was plied with jo counts the terrible iidn tinprnd 
hdh tra\ellcd West suid from him. at eins, .fas-e, (aim* siew , of itie 

(list re.s'ses nl bis li-letid*:, lull ll'om Nu Inlile .a ei > rasur of mnr n.«! t oj: Srj ua 
lioti. YouiiK , for whom the OeUertd bad lUHiiated a l.arli.r , y.t 

{lelltloii.s miiohif one portiou of his friend*-, Jsiid iiioom- oihi-r ahoo i a mis tin,' 
ill Ittvoiir of fUiothcf Ihudi. Ill II Won! im man *ai»s twri oiri .lu hiied ttjfh 
such ii delium of prlef'-! ; inee (la* time ol the fort*. d.-'.iu-e d'he old ni.Oi 

siii<i to me from time lo time, a*, .'...mr tiurLin- d.-!.., tt,„; r.i hbo, "Mi 

I’dair, I’rovldeaee am> ehaus'e me bui ll l, -u it,,. |,..o,rr ,.1 jaim f,, }{ •■ 

1 reiuemher two la* lances when hr wa- p.-o t-i n‘..j.pr.- ..t hi u-h appe.th-■ 

Ola* was a vohimlamri iirrummiativr di plav m coiuii..: di-a ,f. r . Ir.uu an .dd 
'1 enne.ssee Iriend who lunl imned t** Indi.oin and i* pre rith-d Ihsit lute !n (*ou 
rn---.; Another wa;:irom hi* he. i tiirml m the .IrUri* ...f, Jiru, Nath-.idel \fji.'on 
'I’ll there he (lietiitcd elaliorale Ictlri , in i< |d.. . •'litleu in nth a fuiin find 
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he was sure, if they retained the personal kindness they professed, they would 
give them to the public in his vindication, as it was intimated they might bo 
given if they thought necessary. But they never published them. In these 
letters I have no doubt the facts mentioned to you in my last letter and many 
others not remembered are shown. 

It was during this siege of the Bip Baps that the general dictated the 
original of “the paper read to the Cabinet,” which was afterwards read by 
Taney and given a calm .ludicial aspect, instead of that of a combative Bulletin. 
There is an anecdote connected with this paper which I am not sure I ever 
told you, but it is worth preserving, at least in the shape of a letter. 

After the paper was read,‘ but before publication, - came to me, with 

his solemn face unusually elongated, and said he was sorry it would drive 
both Cass and McLane out of the Cabinet. I thought that would be little 
harm done, but he deprecated repeated Cabinet explosions as making good 
against the General the charge of a belligerent, unruly temper &c. &c. He 
said that McLane had resolved to go out of the Cabinet, and Cass had agreed 
to go with him rather than have it understood, by tacit acquiescence, that he 
agreed to the paper: It did not contai/n Ms opinions and he oupht not to 
be held respon^siMe for them.’' I answered that it was not probable that the 
General wished to shift his burden on Cass: “Well,” said he, “if you will 
speak to the General and he will say so much in the paper Cass will let McLane 
go alone out of the Cabinet or he will be compelled to stay.” When I repeated 
this conversation to the General he smiled at the suggestion that Cass was 
to bear the responsibility of his measure and said that if it were thought 
necessary to escape it McLane and he might quit the Cabinet —“ he caved not — 
they could do no mischief in or out;” but he added, “ I am very willing to let 
the public know that I take the whole responsibility of this measure; IMr. 
Blair, I wish you would look out a place in the paper where I can put that 
in.” I tlieu read over his cabinet “ paper ” and found out a paragraph where 
this declaration might be introduced and he clapped it in, interlining or patch¬ 
ing on a sentence or two to make it fit. The next morning I went to Taney’s 
house with the printed paper, and Donelson being there, Taney, putting a 
segar in his mouth and his feet upon the writing table, prepared to enjoy his 
fii'St state paper in print, said “ Now, Mr. Secretary, let us hear how it reads 
for the public.” Donelson read on until he reached the responsibility passage 
when Taney stopped him with “ how under heaven did that get in I” I told 
him the story and he said, “ this has saved Gass and McLane; but for it they 
would have gone out and have been ruined—as it is, they will remain and do 
us ntuch mi.schief.” No one has regretted the mistake more than myself and 
I felt it with the deepest chagrin when Cass, at the Kossuth dinner given at 
Jackson Hall, volunteered a speech to make capital for a presidential nomina¬ 
tion and selected the topic of the Bemoval of the Deposits as his theme, 
extolling that act as the wisest and most heroic of the Administration! No 
,one not in the secret could have doubted but that he was the mover of the 
measure in the Cabinet, so happily did he explain its propriety and necessity 
and praise the wisdom that planned and the courage that dared to propose it. 
I think the Speech was printed hut know not whether reported by the author 
with the effrontery with which it was uttered. * * * 2 


1 Sep. 18, 1833. The Globe, Sep. 23, 1833. 


2 Asterisks in the manuscript. 
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'I'Ik'. rt‘iiii)v:i! of tlu' ili'po.sils was (lu' lasi ^n't'ai piiblif (jut'^lioii in 
(lu‘, (lisj)()si(ion of whifli iMr. Mcl^unn and mysnlf consulliMl and aclod 
(o^allwr llioii;udi diUVrin^ widcdy in the opinions wo f^-axc (o (In* l*rosi 
dent. Odiors arost' and w(n'(' disposed of i)ul UuM’e was no eotu-ealed 
:ie(ion in respect to tln'iii helwc'cn ns, Anion^ (he latter tlu' .sijl)j(>et. 
of onr claims upon I''ranee, was tlu' most prominent, and deserves and 
will receive iis('parale nolii'c. 

d'his chan,<j.H‘ in tla' hearing-of onr pinsnnal n‘lations upon public, 
([iiestions, by supersedin<^ j.s7'f| what, is, perhaps, my onl\' excuse for 
the space I have j[*:iven thinn, admonislu's nn’oTtlu' propriety til’draw 
inir (o a conclusion on the subject, which I shall much j)rtd‘i*r (o do as 
soon as I can. How it was that Mr. McLune coin inced himself (hat 
iMr. {)t!an('V' I'esinmal ion pi’operly involved his. own, ur upon what, 
prineijile he, foi'iminy month:., f(<lt him:.e!f relltwed from (he impera 
live pressiii-(> of (hat ohliijat ion, if any • neh exi- ted, may perhaps 
ne\('r he known. One (hinir endy i ; eertain, and that is (hat he was, 
after that. »r('n(lemntrs reinoxal, never at eaM> in his ollictal .seat-, 
h’roni what has already heiai seen (he read(‘r will not he :,urprised 
(o hear (hat this unsettled :tate of feelinp^ le<l to freijueut and, not 
.seldom, to daily reileral«‘d appeal-, to me for con-.idl.al itin with him 
si'lf" and through me with (hi* Pre-ithmt in respect to Ide. eonw.e. 
Several anxiems luttcs upon (hi>. p()int nta' found niuou'X my papci’s. 

In (lu‘. latter part of I‘Vhrnary, of (he Se sion of I, and after 

rumors (d’ hi. intended re Ijrnaflon hud found phiee in the news' 
l)aper.s, Iil.s (hifl na( iiitr eonncils appeared toha\e reaclied a lixtal eon- 
elu.'don aJid hi.s uithdraual (o have iuTonie inevitable, hut (he airnir 
Was hroii^'ht to a tlillereiit and aiuicnhle •ohithm (hr<Hipd> iiiV exer 
(inns mad(‘ I'lleetuul by llu^ patienee and ^.nmero-ily id’ the l*re-.iden(. 

It will not e-eupe iiotiet^ (hat I have in (he preparation of (Id., 
work liht'rally resorted to fatnili.nr letter., when within my control 
and when lli(‘ u.m* of them was not otherwi i* imprnper, a ; sources 
<d in lonnat ion and (‘videiice in I'ehitiini to evtmt with which tlu‘V 
were contemporaneous and of whirh (hey peak. 

In additinii to iicji vvei|.dif .as (he dwTcc of information and ca 
pacity to ap[»rcci;i(i. the hpurinti' of important pa : aye . in public 
allair.; or in flu* live of public men po e (mI by the writer.-, and 

■ M.s VI. e. t., 

-o :;;i iaHi 
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'Po WASlUNiiTON lUVlMi. 

JilY I.)KAu Stu: 

Kiiowiiifi: llu' (lO('i) iiiU'rcsl you tnlu' iu tiio luippincss of our t’ri(nui JJcLniio 
and of his iu(('n'sliMi4’ I'njuily, I tuki> iih'nsuro iu .sji.via.r: lo .\oii ihul nTlor a 
.s('ViMV trial, in wliioh lu' was hroujilit to llu' brliilv of a I’alal iirocipioo, ho lias 
liually (loh'rmint'il to roiuaiii iu his jirosout station, autl tliat iintlor oirfum 
slaiici's wliioli n'lv<'. 1 tlilnlc, Iho la'st siM-urity I'or its ponimuouoy aiul wliioh 
i-(>II(‘ft. if that wore iiossllilo. addilioiml cri'dil on Ids host of wivos. 

lu fan'll 1 liasto. 

Vi'ry truly yours, 

•M. \ \\ r.ruKs. 

li'., Mavrh (Hit, ISti'i. 


li'uo.M Was 111 Milo,\ liiviNO, 


Nkw Vouk, \hii’t'li nth, /.N'.tJ. 

My l>KAii Siu: 

Your lottor ('oiu'i'riiinr,' .Mr. .Mcl.aiio is dooidy iiuorrsiiio’,. 1 liavo Toll fu'oat 
aiixioty ahoiit Idin. know iiu'.' tiio ("v('ossi\ol\ Iryiiii': ^.il tail ion in wliioli ho ua-t 
plarod and l!ii‘ (liUicalo and iiivolvod slate ol’ ills ri'otiiic,.'.. lie is ouliilod *u 
(“Very ooii''id(M'atiiHi I'roiii you all. Ills sarrilicos uT uni t lie a.i'oal, \ol 

his ('outimiaiico iu llio I'alihioi at tins orisis is ol' rroal huiiortaino lo liis 

t’rioiids. I'vou Ihouah Ids iirius may ho Hod U]> as to ... jn utdoh lho> 

are ouf^aRod. It is also iiniiorlaul to his own uollaro. Ilia i'i«iirouiorti ai lids 
uiomoid would h(' uiado a haiullo ol' liy ilio opjiououts of the .\dmlidsirHliou. 
and lie would bo I'orood, in spllo id’ IdnisoU', into a urolohi’d oolllslun nllli Ids 
tali' I'rit'uds. Wliat a sorry tlRuro Is • tiuikhu!; oi’ U splnulu^ out iiows- 

jiapi'O lollors to swoil this oloi'mi! hank lliouio. I have im (lioth'ht ot ooudiin 
to WasIduRtou at ]>r(‘sonl. I mu tiuiolly .'iolllod iu Ihi' Ijosoiu oP ui.\ taint!,v, 
and gradually {’'oltlnR baok Into tho.si* lUorary luildts uhioli have lioou 'hs lou , 
iidorruiilod and wliloh, artor all, are most ooiuu'uiid to my tasio-.. I'.ooido-. I 
liiivo III) iuollutilIon to hoar any .spoiiliii;': on this Hank bdiosltou I hosdu to 
loallio till' siihjool, ami oaii liardly roli.sh tlio .'da,lit op a hank imlo hi a llttlo 
wldli' iiolldii}; hut a linrd doUar will sot iiiiou my sloaumlt. 'I'ritl.v wr are a 
Imiik rlddoii ooiiutry. 

.lolin wiis in Iowa tiio ollior day, Inokiim' very woti. thomdi protonditu' to tie 
somt'wluil alToclod lu juir.si' by llio sldl’IhiK op tho dopoHlts, 

Homomla'i’ mo Icladly to llio .Ma.ior. Wlmu you soo the lmidl.\ op iin- Mol.auo'. 
^ivi' my most aPPoolioualo romopilirani'o.s to thorn, i loin' in tiom' Prom niuno 
ou(' or other of liiom, Por 1 have md had am dome lie now . l|•«.ul llu'iu tor 
moullis, 

Mvor, my dear .--.ir. 

\‘i'r.\ indy ,\«mr , 

W \ .iiisoio tm i\o. 

'fill' iiK'roiy poiMMUil I'l'latinn ia-twooii .\fr. .Moluiiio atu! my. olf, 
lliuiijiit soiiK'Vvhal lo- • raiiiiliar, oDiif Iniiod mi ;ip|i:i!'oiit !y frioudiy 
limliji'i; fill fiiu’tipd.s flic i l<i o id’ (ho oololirutod Sos'dmi uf ('mt|/n' ; 
(ls:5:> HI) wilt'll t'ici'tiiii taimo, ocoucfod whioh dmiltflo s omdrih 
itiod Itti’o'oly lo limsloti tliolr liua! di-'oliifimi. 'rito. o ;/po\v nttl of {ho 
dilliottllios Ix'lwoi'ii Its tuid l'’ranoo in rospoot lo (ho nmi payimud of 
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tlu' wliic'h w:is (h':iwii upon llu‘ I''ri‘nc]i < iovonuiu'nl uiultu’ Mr. 

Rivos’treaty. The in formal ion of iis prot("^l ari’ivt'd al ^^*asllin^loll 
\ii . .. ls;il,aiul Ml*. McLaiu' look instant ami dmadetl prouml as 

to the course propiu* to he pursmal by our ii;o\t'ruuienl on the ocra 
sion. Of that posh ion aiul of my own in oppoNilion lo it and of llu' 
wliole mutter “ I will ha\ (* more lo say liei'cafler. 'i'hc (jiicslioii as 
one wliicli propi'i’ly rehn’i'cal ilself lo llu‘ l)i‘parlmcni ovm’ uhich he 
presid('d and Ihe course lu' advio'd was, for a •cason, carm'stly mi> 
laiiusl by llu' Pi'csidcnl. My slron^ ili-sonl from ihc opinion of lutlh 
produced momcnlary einharra-MUi'nls, hul as l>r(\\con tlu' Pro-i,|,.(,(, 
and myself lluw soon disappt'urcd and, allhoinrh 1 was -rnsibk* lhal 
Mr. Mcljane was dct'ply morlili('d by the direct ion whii’h ua . linallv 
^'ivim lo I lie maibn’, I did not dream id’ ib- liavinp; llu' cll’ccl id' 
j’c\'i\’in_ii,’ Ihc ((iK'slioii of Ids I’cslitnalion, which hail Ihmmi ! tippo imI 
and hoped, disposed of by Ihc lasi adjii Inienl. I I'ctnaiimd umh'r 
lids impression iinlil infoiaiialion reached me aceidcnl a 11 y, and in a 
way which was, nndci’ Ihc I'iiTunislanee-. not a liitlc r\tl•ao|’dillal•y, 
lhal he had actually l•csi^•lu■(h ()n my ari’i val al an lAcninp, parly at the 
house of Mr, < )_eic 'Pa vloc I pci’ceiv cd M r-. Mebanc near the door h\ 
whicli I iMilci’cd enyayed in eoin ci-sal ion witli Mr. John Sai-i'eiil. of 
Philadelphia, and I adwinced lo pay my re .pceP to her. A,-. ! ap 
proached Mr. Sarycnl uas in Ihc acl cd’ jcaiiiie- her and raisinr' her 
\(dcc soniew hat, she exclaimed lo (he lallei’ “ W'ell, ihaiilv lleasen! 
it is oi'er al Iasi I lu\ iny been lony on ini imatc and a • 1 alw ay .' up 
posed \ery friendly t(‘rms witli hci' 1 did not he ilali’ to a k uhal 
happ}' deliverance had callcil oul sueh a fervent expression of (hank 
fuliH'SS. Wdiy," she replied, “ I referred, of coiir.-c, to .Mr. .McLane’-, 
resiynalion ! " nddiny a dcclai’alion of raii'pid:c al my apparent iyim 
ranee of IhccvenI, which I as-ured her wa.s real. Seidny .Major Uou" 
ehsoii, lh(' Presidenl's privalc Secrclary, ne.arby ! a ked him lo walk 
oitl with nil', and on ri'ceivino; his eonllrmal ion of Ihe new- I Imd jm I. 
heard, he. a Iso sayiiiy I hat he had siippo-ed (hat 1 knew all about it, 
I invited him lo accompany me to the While IIoum'. 

We. found the President, l\tiiy on a ^.ofa, ipiilc alone and evidently 
jaded and despondent a eondilion In winch hi - nainrally elastic 
and self reliaiil spii'il rarely sueeinnhi‘d. { de-erihed my brn.d' inler 
\’iew will) .Mrs. McLaru', assured hitn of my iynoratiee id’ (la* faei, 
of her hiisbamrs resiynalioji and lhal I had iml received (he .sliyhl 
est inlimalion even from any iputrler of his purpo-e, all ho' it now 
appeared that his le.lb'V id' resignation had In-en delivered to the 
President a day or two before. His eounienanee. inslanily cleared 
up and expressed as plainly sis words could have done Ihe ndief 
afforded liini by luy eoinmuuleation. .My ondssion to speak to 

" .MS. Vt, p. 10. 
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him in relation to a matter of so much delicacy, about which we had 
previously held many embarrassing and painful consultations, had 
very naturally caused him much uneasiness—doubtless not wholly free 
from misgiving as to the steadfastness of my devotion to liis policy 
and to his person when brought in irreconcilable conflict with my 
constant solicitude for Mr. McLane’s welfare. But the single fact 
til at tlie resignation had been made without my knowledge furnished 
a clue to the entire proceedings and at once disclosed to his keen 
sagacity that the movement was one of hostility to me. He directed 
Major Donelson to read to me the letter of resignation and the an¬ 
swer to it wiiich had been prepared, and, speaking with the ease and 
freedom which had always characterized our intercourse, asked my 
opinion of the latter. I gave it to him without reserve—^lie had gone 
further I thought, in his answer, than the occasion called for or than 
justice to himself allowed. I said that I cordially sympathized 
with his desire to make his parting with Mr. McLane as soothing 
to the feelings of the latter as the case would admit of but that his 
answer might well be construed as conceding errors on his own 
23art. These I pointed out and whilst my view of the matter was 
not fully assented to by Major Donelson who had drafted the answer, 
he nevertheless admitted that the expresssions might be misconstrued. 
The President then requested me to take the pen and to make the 
paper what I thought it ought to be, which I did and he directed 
the hlajor to copy it as it stood. The letters were never published 
as I believe; they are certainly not to be found in the publications 
of the day or I would be able to point out the alterations with more 
precision. 

The General immediately took up the question of a successor to the 
retiring Minister and heartily consented to offer the appointment to 
my friend John Forsyth, by whom it was accepted. 

I called at Mr. McLane’s house on the next day, was received by 
Mrs. McLane with her usual urbanity and remained long enough for 
Mr. McLane, Avho was, as she informed me, in his study, to present 
himself if he was disposed to do so. Not seeing him within a proper 
time, or receiving any excuse for his non-ap]oearance, I took a respect¬ 
ful leave of Mrs. McLane and do not remember to have seen her again. 
Her husband and myself shortly afterwards passed each other in our 
carriages without recognition on either side, and once again, I met 
him at Baltimore on the occasion of General Smith’s funeral. I was 
then President and during the ceremonies of the day was placed near 
to both Mr. McLane, who had been an old friend of the General, and 
to Mr. Taney, then and still Chief Justice of the United States. After 
the services were concluded the Chief Justice said to me I saw that 
you and your old friend McLane did not recognize each other: cer- 
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taiiily no advaiKH^ in llnil din'cdon,"' lu' !ul(U’<l. ‘'could he cxpi'clcd 
from yon.” 

The ” announced iMr. M{diane's ri'sionalion with a eoinidi 

menlai’y noti(!e. of him winch 1 la'Viu'snw unfil 1 I’cad i< in llu' news 
l)a]u'r, lu'iliu'r was I apprised of .Mr. W riohi s ayeticy in causino’ i( 
to appeal’—(terl.ainly nof iinlil affer iis appeai’aiice. In IM.’i, when 
lu' suspee.led ihaf Mr. Melanie was seekin**’ pnd'ernii'nl IVoin .Mr, 
Polk and Ihaf lie was aimini>- lo adi'aiu’i' ills lulere-,( hy an indication 
of lioslilily 1.0 Mr. M'rioid, who was looked to as tlu' prohahle caiidi 
date for the siieei'ssion, and to his fi’iends, Mr. Plain made me seveiad 
a’onimimleations liavinii,’ rid'erenee to these mailers and in one of his 
note's h(' thus spolce of I hat piildicat ion : 

flea- iiaicli I ri'an'l llie aiiaiissien n!' llie arllel!' in llie (JIuIk' on .Mi'i.aiip’s l,*;ive 
liikina'! It was wrillcn Ity UdiK'lsen niu! wa.s liiti'iided li> .Mtd.aiu* I’ni- llic very 
imi'itiis(‘ for wiileli it, will now !h' liscil my cslopl'et, Mr. \\ I'lc.ln's iiistaimcs 
alone induec'd me In .sniTi'llilcr my (dijcid ions. { inlcnded lo lal.e 1 loiielsoji'.s 
nr(icl(> to tlu^ (teiK'i'al and satisly liim (Ii:d ll slimiid iim appiMr, Iml Mr. Wri-dil, 
wild seenu'd lo !mve more liiferesi in ii (Imii I coidd aeeuiiid lor i-v.-epi on llie 
sitpposilloll lliat. you \\<Te de.si rolls' Ih.'il .Mel.aite slioiild liaxe an lioimralile dis 
eliar.a'e, overruled nu'. 1 never nep'd mmiiisl m.\ iii 'liiiels in m> life lhai 1 ilid 
md', in iiu' i*nd, limi mysidf in llie wreim. 

ddu', r('.ad('r will hai’(‘ olisein ed (hat. in hi-' letter to me aekuowh'djx 
ing (lie otl'i'i* lo him hy < h'li. daekso.ii id' (he olliee of .\(|orney (ii'uei'al 
and also in that acceptiny (he mission to Pinvlaiid {liy \'Jiieli he wa.s 
I’ai.sed I’roni a slal.i' of omcat despondeney to a po.' ilion winch could 
not. fail to la' yirat.i fyin^j; to a reas.onahle man) .Mi'. McLaiU' intimated 
tliat more' mi^’lif pi'rliaps liai't' hei'n doin' for his intere*.(;. than was 
done, and amoiio-Jiis hdters from I'lnohind will he found idK* in which, 
r('])lyin.i!; to tlu' in format ion (hat lie Inul heen si'leeted a.; Seeretiiry of 
the' Tre'asiii'y, lu*. ('.vpri'.sses in .sonn* form, his reixi’el (hat in the eon 
si met ion of (In* Pi'esideiit's second ('ahinet, he had not heen desiti,’ 
nah'il as Si'erelary of State in (hi* plaei^ of Mr. !/i\inp: t"ii. Xeitiu'i’ 
at tJie pi'i’iiai wln'li In* I'esiirned the latli'i- oiliee nor at any time after 
wards or la'fort', with llu' exceptions 1 have nanied, did he iitti'r a 
('.oinplain(. in any form t.o iiu* or to any other person, to niy kiiow h'de’e, 
of my tri'iitiiH'iit of him oi* of insineerity on my part, oi’ failure to ilo 
for him alt that 1 hail promised or im|Mitiny; lo me any act oi* word 
ineonsisU'iit. with the friendship I had jirofessed for and which liad 
hi'i'ii so lihi'i'nlly and disiiiti'restedly exteinh'd to him, nor did he evei- 
a.ssi^j!;n to me or to any other pe.r.son, to my knowledge, in any shape, 
any ri'a.son for dis.solvin^ our loujU^ and elosi* relations. Ilai'in^c ti'ii- 
dered hy an act. of eonijilaisaiim* to whieli In' pos.-es.si'd no elaim-;, a 
snitiihli' opportunity to ask or to oU’er I'Xplaiiations, ii()(hiii/.j furthei’ 
was left for me to do save to forgi't, *aH far as praetleahlm (he intimate 
association that had imhap])ily rijx'iu'd hetween iis hriii^in^ to me 
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aimosi continuiij anxioiv ami ili‘awi)i<‘' IVnin iia* inanifi'li} at't-. ‘<1' 
Jdiidness which, i(; now appcinaal, iiiiii'hl ha\i‘ hccii nuu-c jtiiiirinti i_\ 
ay well as more dcscrvt'dly lasslowtal. 

° Nevertlu'k'ss tia' iin|tn'cc'dciih'd .••'li'p'. hy whifh tlm i* la-lat u>ii • 
were suddenly and niysli'rioii.'^ly laiphircd hy Mr. Mi-Laiir i-.l me 
much pail) and iiact'' forcial rroni me an cxpn itiuu \\lii'‘h I would 
gladly hav(‘ a^’oidi'd and whii'h 1ml for the rua nu : alrradv '-a*'!) 1 
would have avoided. Mvery oiU‘ of oiir l•llui(•ulp^rai•ic iii au\ onu 
sidcrahh' dep;r(H^ couN’t'r.'^aiil wilh ih(‘ i’oiu’m' of puhlir (acuf , Kjh'w of 
oui' ioii^‘eouliuiUHl aiui intiuadc intercourse and of iu\ a'liu' iui«Te.t 
ill his widfarc, and understood lhal on the ihpv "U which he pjc cuied 
to Ih'csidcnt. Jaekson his r(‘si_!j;nal ion <d’ Iheollice of Secret ary of .‘^ia?e 
he was I'anki'd hy ui\'self and hy all uiy friend.-, auiont^ flie forejoo t 
of lh(‘. nninhi'r (d' tlu' latlei* hound (o me h_\ the .■.trouy,. ( , rjod 

that, he made llu'. dissolutioii (d' (hose lie.-, and (he ah.-imlomumd of lu . 
high olliciai sl.idion part.s of llu' -^.aiue Iran aetmii, eouu*\ine i.. tjje 
public nuiul, hy Hit' manner td’ tl ■ e\eenlion, an inipie >on ih o hi . 
resignal ion, il’ not eansi'ti, had al lea-t been fmilitated h- had iir.it 
liiciil, I'eci'i\'t'd at ni^\ hand.. 'The oi]i>-ial n-latimt fh/( it.ol hm,"- 
indit'd him wilh (he Pre-idt'm were .-In ed at In a ;e t m r md 
with suilahh' graet' anil dignii^ ami in a form eH.dndniu ih-- e 
picion of a hrt'ach in llieir per onal fi-iimil liip. I’hmu .dl in , o 
eiatt's in (he (lovt'nmienl he parP-d appareufl) w a h kind h.lm;' . 

hut ailho' I had slootl loward- him hir \>*ar m di,- a. ioe.U dr* d 

eliaraefer ol “next, frieinl,'” Innj during tie- lOi'ator pot of ih.il 
period ht'en dotaned lo hi'ar, in addiiioti to mt. own ■.iSinnd on jioln 
it'al vt'xal.ions ainl I rouble., a large portion (d' hi. piuati- rinf-, 
not tady lliose wdueh were real hn( (ho e more nmueiou, ;ii;d 
hai’a.ssing which. Irom lime (o lime, were eonjiired up In the uoik 
ingol a rt'sl less and a morhid ,• pirit ailho’ 1 wa o-t fu- h ft mo tin* 
negmiialioii of an arrangemenl helween him :nnl (In- Ihv td.-uf h\ 
which he had het'ii saveti Irom the tie tin- live elh-et i.f |u mwu j i h 

nt'ss, wilh me a very dillereid i-oitr.-n wu pur m-d. Xnt ojd\. a lei , 

been before staled, were in* I'Xphunition . a ked, no .ompl.nnf ad 
vaiu'cd, no Huggesrmn.s of his itileidion to iv i>m made hm hi d.- mu 
was apimreidly with sliidie.l cant ion eom-ealed ' 
iu()\'{'iut*nt. might he eompleP'd before 1 . houh 
was a-foot, d'lu' Pre ident, aflm- wijal had p. 
not., it wa.s ilouhlles- fore een, hro.-mh the uhit 
speak of it lo him. 'I’he line erf e.mdif -t i.,w ,-ud 
enlered npon hy Mr. MeLane ;il and immed 
period (d’ his rcsignulion wa per e\ered in to 
during the whole of thaf after j.e!-i-,d imt a lin,. 
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1.0 (lu‘. |)i*(‘S(>n( or ilu' past was (>xcliaii^'{'il hi'l.wi'iai us, diix'i’lly or in¬ 
directly. Afici* (ho uppor(uni()' I had alloi'dcd lor siudi a I’oin- 
iiuinicalion, if ho d(‘sirod oiu‘, iiuh'ss 1 was weak (aiouiiii lo \'ohin- 
toor oxplniiaiions to (ho public all (hat tlu' lailcr could know oi* iul’ci' 
was that a. ])rouiiuonl ])oli(iciau whom (lu'V had loiiL'; rcco<i’nis(>d 
at Washini»:(ou as ai)paronl!y chief auiou”; my frimul s had smidoidy 
(piitlod du' s('at of {lovoriiimuii, niy (uumiy. 

Tho moiH'si. uo\ ice in I he all’airs and ways of (lu' world wouhl 
rejeei. the su^’^’csl.ion ihal. a coursi' so nniialui’al and so iudi'h'usihh*, 
nuitnj'ed in a. mind of iHuirarkahU’' shi'cwihu'ss and suhllely, was 
adopted wilhoid specilic calculations or ul(('ri(tr pnrposi^s. In i*('. 
spo(‘t to tlu'se I ha.\’('i no inforinaiion 'of snllicitud. importance to Ix' 
stated- which will not. he opem to (he rcad(‘r of (lu'se payes, hut 
it was, (d’ cours(', not. possihU' (hat. I should fail to have decided 
impressions, (o which, with the, explanations I make liei'i\ heiny 
nothing more than my infeiamees from facts rt'diny chielly (Ui Mix 
McI aiiu'.'s authoi'ily and, beyond that, (o an im|ior(ant exieni i<n (h* 
(^oinnuinieations of his rc'.spc'ctahh', eai’l\', constant and clear head(‘d 
frimid, (he ixaider is not asked to allow more weiyht than (hat to 
whi(‘h he. would himstdf think (hem imlitled. 1 am mo\ entirely 
salisliiul (hat Major Li'.wis is coia-ect in the supposition that. Mix 
]\lcLane,''s imagination was dazzled by an expectation td’ l■eachiny the 
Ihx'sideiicy and that his mind was inlhii-necd from an carl\ period 
(d’ our iii(('i’courS('. hy (hd. ho|)e. Ills discomliliires in reiteiaded 
at.tx'iupts ((t pi’oinoti' (he. causi' of a national hank !(» which he was 
d('Vot('d inhiH vl hi- c“/^/c but. in which lu‘ encoiintei’cd the invincibh* 
<>pposi(ion of Ih’esiilent ,Iacksou at Icnyth sati.died him (hat all 
schemes for tlu' yral iliixd ion of his (k'siix's in (hat direction thro' 
democratic channels weix', foixwer hlasl(‘d. ((lu* ehanc(', romaiiietl 
(he; possibility, p{‘i’haps, in his view, (he probability (haf (lu* oppo 
sit,ion miyiil bt‘ indiitaal to acci'jtt him lO Iheii’ 1‘resident ial candidate 
at. (.h(^ (lum connno; elei-tion i f his nanu' could be brouyhl bufoi’c (hem 
In a.n Imposing form, d'lieia* were Icatnres id’ his position ami 
operalino- eausi's in tlu' (empei- of (he tinu':. Uidl cidcidatial to (Ill 
with hiyh hopes of such a I’esult. a. tiunpioxuneid at Inteiwals very 
sanyuine. d'lu' bank, with its vast intcu’csts and mxertions, w.is 
Io{)k('(l t.o as (,h(‘ strony arm of (lu‘ opp(tsition and amony (lu‘ per 
sons by wlioin Mr. McLaiu' was llnm .'«urronmitMl ami with whom, 
!\t, Lh(', ])arl-icnhir period of which 1 s[)e.ak, he freely consulted, (hei-c. 
wer<‘, artful and, in such ma((ei‘s, able men who (hwoted (heir whole 
time, and talent juul tmeryii's to its s(uwice. Ilis pai-tlalitv for (In' 
close, (*{)mpanionshii) of several of (hes<‘. had id’ten caused me iin 
easiness at earlii'r stages of our intimacy, h'rom tiu'se. souiax'.s lu‘. 
juight have, learned, if his own observat.ion had failed tet suggest it., 
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l:ho, (lis]:)(>siii()n j)r('V!il(‘nl iii llu‘ wliiii; cdunriis t(» jiD ljiunt' thr ]<r.' 
toiisioiis of Mr. Chiy, I’f)!* ilu* flci’l inti :it li‘:i (. ;i sii |ni uuiu 

wliic.lij ill tho .si'tjiu'l, coniniUi’il ilu'ir ucfiou. 'I’lif iullufiiii;ii ulu'- 
inaua^’cr.^ kiic.w wc'll 1Ih‘ lioprlfN^nc- ni a faiuiiaif'n lUi'ha fK.- 
Icauli'Tsliip of Callioiin or \^7‘!ls(i'r. |tir <-nf *i 

im|)o.siii£i: a. claim lo ilx' fin’or of a hanii yov criin 1 iimn a Mj. 

McLai){‘‘;' lie Jiad alwayvs heen lis IViiMitl, hat! (‘\ciiiMi Imu r!i' |.r‘r 
liajis more', in its hi'half Ilian any otlu'r jnihlic man anion*' it np 
])ort(M\s ami in lallor yi'ars liad dmu 'mi under jiiaadiar i-c pun d'dsii. 
and at. isireat lui/.ard (o his polilieal position and pro pi-.t . What 
inigiit not he and the men who were his mlvism’-. hope t'or ftota fh,* 
parlisans of tlial inslilufion when (o claims founded itu neh *..■! 
siderat ions he should la* placc'd in a siiuation (o add (hat of {ailitscal 
imirlyrdoin in ils caiisi' (ha! of hat iitir ■ acriiiced one td' the liinhc t, 
mosl. honori'd and mosi iniliienfial s(;i(ion in the tooemne-nt mm 
the alliir <d' Ids unceasing’ dcMilion. 1 n the ae{ nal t hi u em <.i' 11 n t a- 
one drawhack upon pri'lem ioiis olherui e >o .did and n i.•! r inai-f.- 
would hat'Ci heiMi found in (he cliaradei-of hi - uell Kn.tv. n r.-I n 
wi (li him who V\'as e\ pec( ed (o he ( he a n( i I .a at .-a ■ id idaf >•, [ ,, n.. f 

(hat ohjeclion (he pr<imp( and ah oliUc reiinuei:itj .,h jnd • n itH-- 
tiiiriipl. ret’ersa! of (lio.e* ladallon , per.-.onal ami p.dif a ad, e, i t 
pJ'o\'ision doilhl le.ss .su^'p’slcd h} al lea .! one ..f (h.- '..i . luno t-f 
of (In' hank hy whom he was, a . I ha\e mentioned, h,. rt and hIk, h 
wotild iipptair io have been luiopled uitliont eompunef n.n. 

Mr. iM(‘Laiie did no( receive (iie aid of Mr, Puddle to r!e\at.- turn 
lo the Presidency (d‘ the Cnited Slate, ahho’ he ..hiain.-d, tiu.,’ tio- 
direct, inlliieiicc of (he lii((i‘t% ii position v\!deii affoi.led loiu toi . 
i‘ral yetirs ti lihend sttltiry with little lalsord 

1 he. portions ol (hi.s woj'k whieh relate to hi <'<indm t were pie 
jiared not for pltrpo^es td’ eriminntioii Imt for undteati,.ii .md I 
t('nder my (h:lnk^; in mlvance to anyone who indl {jnd itnn .-If ahh- 
(o disprove (he atperu* sialemeid and dednetion the;, ..aunn, ..i 
to (pialily in any di'/^ree tin* unfaiorulde Itnpre ion-, wld.h th.-i 
nniy otherwise produee. I a-k tliaf m> own conr e hall 1-e h.-l !. u. 
the. <‘stim!ition of my Comitrymen, in (lie n^pe.-t and r.-n ud f>. vS.eh 
It is entitled nnder (he fae(- a . (hey have ttan piivd m.ihnie o...!. 

* I’t'i-Hldi'in of ltd* .Morri-i Cjuun A truiijoi; 
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()!’piiblif iiupoi'(;iH('(' niul orrvrii Ii" ; fhurach'i’ 

■wi'iu'1 lu'. sci'iU's wliii'li l)N’ 11 h' oi'iK'r *>1 I'vcuts uvi' now (o our 

ivv’u'W. I alhidi' to (Ik* profcudinii,'^ ol tlic lir' t m*S' utii ol (Ik* t\vi>n(y 
(hii’d (\>n_ij;i*(>ss a pui'tioii of oiir li'i'idati\i* histoiu iipoii whii'li tlu*, 
])ooi)U*. slaiupud its tnu* rliaracti-r hy daiuMuinatI uh’ iU t'roni it ^ floiu', 
“tlu* paiiic-sHc'ssioiid'by wldcli iiaiiK* il has (‘vur .'•itiia* been Kiu>\vii and 
wldu'h it. is (i(*s(iii(*d to bear as loiili,’ as its doiuii'.s an* ri*iiit*iidii‘rt'd. 

1>V iu\’ ('U't'tioii to (Ik* odici* of \ it’i* Ib’usitlcul I buratiu* 1 ’l•("'itl('ll(. 
of tlu*. S('iial(‘ and cuiisi'ipH'iitly an aftt'iiilaiil upon it:.; iiuporiaiit di*- 
bat.i's and pi’ 0 (’('('diujL’’s, as well in its si'i’i’i't as in ils piiblit* ; c-..-ions, 
•and hav'iuii,' bui'iv at. tlu* sainu (iim* I'onlldi'utiaUy l•on'-.td^^*ll by Prusi- 
(lent, rtaci vson, as our (•on'(‘sponil(‘iK*i‘ will abundantly sbi*w, in I'i'la • 
tion to all llu* nu'asuri's .savt* our wldrli dui'inp: ibal :r sloii lu'i'aiur 
tlu*. priiiripal subjrrts <d’ rouli'utimi brlwi'ru that bod\ thru flu* 
liead-sjuartrrs of (hr opjaisilion and hiurrll, it wa-. r.rarridv pos 
sibh^ (hat. any pri'son rouhl j>o’^sr.,. brtiri’ opport unit ir . to Know llu* 
\vh(d<', (ruth both (d’ (hose* subject;, ami (d' the iiiotivr;'. !»_\ \vhirh (In* 
C'ontrstauts" were* r(*spi*rti\'rly inllurui-i*d. 

ddir virhial r(*!isui'(* of a poi’liou td' the National la*yi latiin* by 
(,heir roust ittu*nts ron\'(*yrd in Ihr iiainr poiuihirly applit*'! to (brir 
pi'orr(*diiuj;s was rall(*d forth 1\\ tlu* course* of (hr .dciuili* upon tlu* 
a]tl>iir:v(ion of llu* lianli foi' ti rnirwal (d’ its charirr auil l)y the rou 
(rovt*rsy which luul :irist*n briwrrn it and the Prrridctit of (hr 
lbdl(*(l Sl:i(('s toiicbiny,’ (bai lutillrr. d'o riiabh* tlu* rcailrr to d(*cid(* 
with _a,‘r(*at(*r tirriirttry in rr*p'‘''l lo the ju .fl<’r ed’ (h:ii cm iirr it will 
be* Iiir'hiy ust*ful te> prt*rt*ele* niy notice of flu* f ransart iotu; upon wbirh 
it Wtis pretnemuri*d with a brie*f re‘\ ie*w eif the principal fe'td urrs (d’(he* 
remi rove*rsy alhide’d to from its e*ouuu(*urruie*n(. to the pe'i'iod at wbirh 
We* ha\‘(* arrist*eL 'riu*. (ruele*nry of a natieuial bank in a (!e)\e*nune*n( 

1 ike*, ours, tuul t he* p:i rt ie'uhir ae*!.*-. ed’ I he* hite* bank to j ti’euneet e- (he* e* la ini 
seh. up for tin e*xle*nsie>u of its rhitrli*r, ttn* Mibji*i’(s which ba\r tdrrtuly 
be>e*n (euirlu*tl upon in (his work for e)tht*r purpeise's ilniu (luite* for the* 
lirt.le*!* uud(*r;tlauelinjL? eif which tlie*y tire* tiytiiu brought forwanl; but. 
the re'iidrr may rest sutislirel that ibi*. repetition will be ruuilrel, nor 
will he* be* tlisposi*tl (o re!n)[jh‘iiu wbe*u be* iimls (liat its only obje*e’t 
is to salt* him (reiublr by briny;inc; to eiiir point. e*ve*ry fart timl roll" 
sieh*ra(iou (hat. may serve to illustrate* tlu* whole* subjri-j. 

(jti*u. flticksou (*u(rrt‘el upon tlu*. duties ed’ the ollirr of Prrsielt*nt on 
(he*, foiii’tb of iMai’ch b^'ii), tuiel (he* e‘har((*r ed’ the* btink wti.s tei t'Xpire 
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1)y its own liiuihUinu (Hi liu' lliird id' March i"''-*''. \ ncv\ diarfcj. 

or an extcnisioii of ihal uiulcr which i( wa^ then aiiin;*, r-a- nadirali; 
iho subject upon which llu' tlioiiii.'hl'' ci tlm »• Aim aitc cui i n ted 
with its inaiiai»H'mcn( wen' nio>l cniploycil. 1 he abilii} id tic- bank 
to obi a in a luajoi-ity in iis favor in both lloii-.i- of ( ‘oc’ri- ua ma 
(lonbled; I In* onl y opposil ion (eared wa- that uhicl! mmht j<n<ee.d 
from the tu'W Presidc'ul. 'I'licrc liail not licciu 1 believe, a umnn-nt 
siiH’t' (fen. fJacIvson's I'lcvation to the Ib’c-idcncv ni whmh t!i»v 
had noi-i)een disturlx'd by iiiifavan-abh* forebodiny ; upon tnai inter 
estiny point, This prcst'iiiinn'iit had ii miriyin in their kitou led"c ot 
ihe scliool in wliich lu' had been (auyhi the rndina'iit ■ o( lii pohtse.d 
('(hical ion, of (be ('arnesiness with which he had in early lite u 
(ained its do(*irincs and (d’ the .stability and iiiteyi-ity of hi < bar 
ac(«‘r. Iniinialions thrown out in id - lir-t and , econd anntiai Me 

sayes s('rvi>d (o coidinu (iu'ir apprelu'ii-iom. and if aiivtiunc aa. 
r(*.(juirt'il lo assure (in' banl; (d’ what liis cour i- (nuaid is i’->eJd be 
it was r('adily' ol)*aincd from (lie th'neral him ell. ai .1 si "S-d 
in(('rview between him and (he Pre-.idenI ot (he h.od. <<on aitej p.- 
fornu'r ('litered upon hi., ollicia! dntic ..' the.- luinn itin! a d 
declarat ion.e Went no furthei-( haii to annonner nbie> a ■.,n i-mle 
nndi'r its ('xisiiny cliarter, Imt Mr. ihddie wa ton aj'.n ei;. r 1 j.*o 
well aetjuainied with (he way', id' (lie uoihi not lu ijn-j -i dj i.o 
e.vidence (tf a .strony and in all lilu'hlmod. an nn\ieldiny oton 

io any national bank id’ the de-cription de ired 1>\ him .nid h< hi. 
associates, naviny made (id; di enverv ‘ and ln-ini'' liuu elf .t ju ui 
of resolnl(' and pcr.si-.tenl ; pirii he ili ini etl on the in i.nit .dl 
liopes of assistance from tile Pre -ident am! looked onh u|iof lom .t 
n]>on one whose power and inlhieiicc he was de tim-d to i-U' «-cnSer .a 
(Wt'ry step in lii-; clfoi-l : to olttaln a ni-w eharter foi the m .titntiou 
oV('r which lie presided. 

' r.hliHi' will lit Wit liltisa‘’ii till- tliiol tt.'l t.i ;■ ■!, .,1. J ■ '.i 

rl.'iii' .'.iiiitt* tlixi' lifOvi-tih llif li'lli unit 'ii’ini 

'll ill wt’ll iilrli Itiiin''.’llili* li'i' tiiilni'i- Ul.f i.i. .u i.'! ‘ 

iiiiiiiTMijind i-iifii ((till (liiti niiiiiir Utt HiiiH..', a,. 

ofriiri’fil III V'lin r.iin-u i-o-ii ti-i a triiii.ii' T.. }!i. ' -u; i 

lilltiWli'tlKe 'if .llti'Umli tl njijii-iitt* Im tmvi' t(* . It t!.> ..11 0 la.|.!:. ■! - • 

iUM('tivt'i-y Iteri- t'l’ftlllfil lo ltl‘> (i-iliili iti-h. .utd ‘i h*- laa.i;, C i , 

lilt* Ivvti I’lillinvhtK i-vlrufli tto- i.il.ni, iniititi h.h .It.c.v laa.u. , t 1 . . 

“'rite fllKtlU' hi Wltirli .vmi nUinli-, I It.l^e Iml ri.a.i .-.u- i .s;, '. ' i 

tl Ih fiilli'.-ly wlllitiiil ri.iiMilimmi. Ml, t■.•l•,..lI t.,i- Oiht! uj,- ; ; • ,i. • 

hi WllnIlilKtluil, l'in!!l ulllfli I |.'( 11111 . a ..tl 'IJiui ,|... I I I !■-!;. a - . •• 

vi-ry I'till .V I’fiijil, .•hiiriir-h'f \t.ilh lit. 1':. .id. le ts 1’. ' : a. i ’ 

iitiilol iiii.v liiti’li iitiriiiisi*. Oil iiii- .'..lai.ii^ h.- 1.,.!., iu I..!!;. I’l ; I'. 1 .• 

hnviiril;, 111.- iiisihiitli.ii .oiir. • ..I la. ih.u.i r.i tu. . ■ :i !..i i. • 

:;illi'i' hi.-: I■^■l|^l(•,•tl..|l Mlih it .v. 1 I....I h. !!,. t:.. vHh > . 'o;..;. . >h 

hirhiry Kliiil." i I'.iildlf In ,VIc\i04iIfr Il.iitiilh.jt. I’lai <>1.;; 1 . 5 . s--.', i 

I'.t(i.-f!. ; Cr. '.lil.'iiC . I.i th r llio K, N.. a, :«■ t 

“I hilintl U lilt al'i'iil |.|i';iMU !• H lii.-liili Jf-lrin; I, >.■ s;.l. O,. |'. s»l, ,■ • 

IVoiitli-ni iV 111- pill !i.'iil;if 1 rl.-i.il, u 1... ft;;. I n .1 .t.r. I. •.« 

Ji.H ,1 liiflKd.'it.- i-ii 1 Kiir l.tt!.-"' I 1 O. ill fitnii n .s.i! .. u . t, ■: 

iiiKin,\ jii'.ijipi'i'i.iri ijiiiiiiii* III Kill..)! iji.i, eiiiiKh i. n • n^i. n 

J’UIiri'. : eirlliilfltC'l l.i lhl r.ii..|.. \,> p,.;,;. UU I 
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l^’roni (iint nioiucnt, as .suliso<[iU'nt i!i'\I’lninucuts liasr hilly slu'wn, 
nothing was thought of hv tlu' managiTs of (he hank hul proparation 
for tho sirngglo, and (lu'ir pri'pa rat ions W(>rt' on a sralr that indicatiHl 
:i fair ap[)i.voiation on its sidt* of thr rharaolrr and strength cd’ its 
antiripatt'd antagonist. Hut allho' thus inipresMnl its advocates and 
•supporters weri' not, dismayed and eonseioUs of the vast resouret'.s id' 
the hank they entenal upon tin* gnait undertaking Indore them eon- 
lident,of suee.ess. d'lu^ si'ssioii of ISIII d ( four years htd'ore the expira¬ 
tion of its ehart.v'i') was stdt'cti'd for the presentation td' the hank 
nu'inorial asking from ('ongress a new or t*\tended eharter. 'I’liat. 
session was ileemed tlu* most promising us it was the hod hefori* the 
ensuing Hri'sideiitial ideetion and allorded tlie most idigihle oppor 
tiinity for an attimipt to driv t> the President into an approv a! of a hill 
for its reeharti'r hy tlu' di'i'ad of its power to prevtmt his re (deetion 
if he should sueeeed in did’eating sneh a hill hy the n .e «)f the e,/o 
])ower. 'I'he e.Xei’eist' td' t'liat power was the oh taeh' ino: t feariai hy 
tin* hank, ami to plaet' the tiuestion in a position vvhieh vvontd render 
such a proeet'tling hy tlu' Presidtud most tlillieiilt ami ha/anhais to his 
l)opnlanty was of etuiisa' tlie prineipai pttini at vvhieh it aiinetk 
Autliorization of its Prt'sidtmt to employ the funds td’ the in. litution 
at his disertd.ion to inllmuiee the Press, eoidined in the tir.-.l instance 
tospeeilie inodes, had heen prov itletl for, hut thesi*, tho’ not htst sijdd 
of, were soon ftdt to he altogetlu'r imnletjuate to the urgeneie,. id’ the 
oeeasion. d'he jiossession td’ majorities in httth hi-anehe,; tif the na 
tiomd Ht‘gislat,ur(‘ enahletl the hank to tlrivt* the Ivxeeut iv e to rer.ort 
to tlu' (‘xtreiue jtovvt'r with vvhieh lit' was clothed hy the t‘oust it ul ion 
to (h'ft'at l.he hill for its re ineorptiration. d lii:; power tho" it;: e\er- 
ei.si' was not without prt'eetlent in this t’tinntry Inul hei'ii used with 
inarkt'tl lu'sitation and reserve hy his predeet'ssors and w a^; novvht're 
favorably reeeivt'tl. This was in itself an ativanfage to lln- hank 
wddeh few men coming hefore tht'ir ('onntrynien ftir the last time an 
applie.aiit. for their etudiilt'oee anti siipptirt vvtaihl he willing to eii ■ 
et)imt('r or eoultl lit* imliiet'd tti do so even iindt'r eireiinist.-iuees far 
iiiort' favorahlt' than thost' vvhieh siirroinnled Presiileiit daekson. In 
addition to tht^ assumed otlinm of re.stu'ting in a Hejuihlie to what 
they invidituisly ealletl tht' one nian ptivvt'r was the liahilitv of his 
nets tho’ they could not rightfully he so regurtled to he pervt'rteil into 
a hastening of tlu' ('olk'etion of its th'lits hy tlu' hank. 

d'he ueei'ssity of winding up the alVairs of an institutioju with a 
capital of thirty-live millions, the laisiness of which had heen ini- 
iiu'nse and widely ilitfusetl, within the, time limitetl hy its charter, 
was well eakadated to produce imavoiduiik' ('iiiharrassments in (he 
business eoiieenis of the eommiinity, witli the best inti'iitiims on tlu' 
I)art of tho.se to whose management its allairs had hemi eonimitted, 
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and to excite great apprehensions AAothout a resort to extraneous 
means to increase the causes of alarm. But the sharp-sighted and 
bold men on whom that duty devolved as also those who had ven¬ 
tured their political standing on the success of the bank and had 
devoted all their energies to its cause had been made too sensible of 
the General’s popularity to trust to the ordinary means of warfare 
as long as there were any additional barriers in their power to inter¬ 
pose to his adoption of the only course by Avhich their success could 
be prevented. They therefore set themselves at Avork to add to 
existing difficulties in winding up its affairs within the prescribed 
period and thus to stimulate those who might be affected by it to a 
still more vigorous pressure upon the President to induce him to 
withhold his veto. The expedient resorted to for that purpose was, 
it must be admitted, of a truly formidable character. It was nothing 
less than a largely increased line of discounts notwuthstanding full 
and official notice to the bank of the intention of the Government 
to apply all its disposable fund.s to the payment of the public debt. 
Forty millions had been for years the average amount of the loans 
of the bank. In October 1830 they stood at $10,527,523, BetAveen 
January 1831 and May 1832 they Avere increased to $70,428,007: the 
highest figure ever reached. The amount of its outstanding dis¬ 
counts between the periods mentioned Avas thus increased about thirty 
millions, saying nothing of the increase AAliich took place between. 
May the date to AvFich the report of the bank extended, and July 
Avhen the veto Avas interposed. This extraordinary and reckless step 
Avas taken AAuthout even a pretence of a change in the business of the 
Country to justify, much less to require so great a change in the 
extent of its credits. The design, as charged at the time and fully 
demonstrated by subsequent disclosures, Avas to place the Country 
so deeply and unless relief could in some other AAUiy be obtained— 
so irretrievably in debt as to compel the Avhole community to demand 
of the Pi'esident that he should give his assent to a bill which it Avas 
certain would be passed by the tAVo Houses, to extend the charter of 
the bank as the only means by which it could be sav^ed from Avide 
spread distress and cureless ruin; an appeal Avhich the bank managers 
believed he Avould not dare to disregard and Avhich, if disregarded, 
Avould inevitably defeat his re-election. To make the device the more 
effectual the largest portion of these professed loans was scattered 
thro’ the Western States, of one of which the President was a 
cherished citizen and in most of them ° since his entrance on tho 
political stage he luid supplanted his great rival—the leader of the 
bank power and the long established favorite of the West. Re¬ 
monstrances from that quarter, it was naturally enough supposed. 


° MS. VI, p. 25. 
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Would lU'odiici' lliu tli'cpi'st oil the minds of thn Pi-nsidfiil 

iirnl of those nhoiit liiiu who oiijoyt'd hi'- eoiiliilfiifo. Aldt' to coiiiit. 
tliiur HiJijorit.ii's ill hotli noiis('> the frinmls o! the himk did not \\;i.s|(> 
(lu'ir liiiK' witli uniu'ci'ssiiry dehnte'. in eitlier, re er\ine'tlieir"s[ieeelies 
for till' eomine' in id' (In' oi/n, u hen they wei’e to lie \irtii:illy ad¬ 
dressed to till' lu'ople as they knew liefondiand that they eoiild not 
ohl.ain a eoiistit.iil ional ma jority o\ er the in in I'ither I louse. 

A r>ill for (he rtuiewa! of the (diartei- of the hank |>a eil holh 
bra.nehes of ('oiii>Tess notw ith-.tandinii,' the |>re eiiee in eaeh of a 
iiuijority who prid’essed to hi' supporters of tin* Pre-ideiit and of 
his udtninisira(ion and wlio had heen eleeted a - • iieh. .Mr. I)allas, 
who pri'.seided (he memorial of the haiilv, and who wa.. doiihth'ss a 
sitieere: frii'inl of (he President and .-olieiton for (he .> ueec of liis 
administ ral ion, hut who fel( him;elf in (meted h\ hi. Stati' to ,.np 
port (ho hank, frankly admitted (hat “(lie propi'iety of an appli 
oation so early in (In' (erin of i( ■ ine«n jmr.at ion foe (In* renewal id’ 
its eharter, duriiiiji,'a popular : em at ion in ('onip e . whieh nni ( era i' 
to e.xisi, .some yi'ar,-. before that term t-vpiie. ami on the e\e «d' all 
till* e.'c.eiteiiieut ineideiit (o a areat politiea! mo\ement (the Pre-i 
ih'idial elee(ion) striiek hi.s mind a' more than doubtful." The 
President, iiderposed his e,/o, and (he Poll failed I’or want of a 
t.wo-diirds vole. 

d'lie debate upon (he eon.sideration of (lie veto me ai’e wa- per 
haps as aide as any lha( had e\er oeeiirred in (he .'senate, in whieh 
liody t.h(' Pill orifiiinated tiiid where its fate wa . therefore to he lir-t 

pa.ssed upon. .Mr. ('lay was to he the opposition eaiididale ippiimt 

(he re-idee(ion of President fiaek .on and .Mr. Web ter wa eleeled 
(o (alee (he lead in (he iliiem. ion on (he part of (lie hank. t>f (he 
sine-idar ability with whieh he di'eliareed (hat didietilt and re 
Sponsible duty 1 have elsewhere . poken. Hi. ■ peeehe ., for he ad 
di'essed (he Senale more (ban once, were aihlre, ed at time axowedly, 
(o (he ('ouidry, and had in \ iew (lie aeeomidi hiueiit of three prin 
eijial ohjeels; viz: lirs(, (o alarm (he thiiikiim' •oherinimled and 
eon.'^ervai i\e. men of all parlies on aeronni of (he de-pot ie and uu 
eoiistit.tdional doetrines whieh he : (denmly eharned Pre-ideid .lack 
son with having avowed and maintained in the r,/n me--'a;ie. ddiose 
parts of his (LU’eat. eiforls have already been fully mdiei-d in (he 

portions of this work whieh treat of the ri;-e and primri'.■ of our 

polilieal i)arlies. Second, to impress the ('oiintry with adeiiuate idea-. 
Ill till* e.xtent of ils indebtedness (o the hank of (he inipos. ihilit v of 
payinji; Unit debt, within the period allowed to the hank to wind up i(n 
eoneerns wilhout. ilu* saeritlee of every interest that was worth pn- 
se.r\’ing ami to portray the ih'.solatioii and ruin iiieN'ilahle if (lu* 
lUHieiisity for doing so was esUihllslied, us it would he by (he re-- 
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election ol’ Hie auilior of llit' rc/o. 'I'hifd, Id sidtle tlie. finulity of 
a (lecision in liis favor Ity llie peopU' upon llu‘ tineslioii of bank 
or no btink. 

The bearing' of Mr. W't'bsler's spi'et'li upon ilu' lir.sl point 

has been I repeal noliced (dsewlu'i'i'. h'ull jiislice can only la' doiU' lo 
llu’ consimunab' ability which be displayi'd on that occasion by 
readino- his speeclu's. I invib' the. reader to .study tlu'in as widl on 
account, of tin' inti'lleetual jLi’ratilii'ation (lu'y will atford him as from 
a conviction that thus In' can not fail to be .satisfu'd that tin' iin'ri'.ase 
of the bank’s line of discount was made for the purpose 1 ha\‘e si't 
forth and that, tin' oi'ator had lu'en fully in.striicb'd of its character 
in tliat iH'C'ard if not consnlti'd in tin' construction of Ihi', plan. 

I will content, niy.sclf with brief c.xtracis, applicable to ('aeh of the 
two cardinal point.s la.st prc.->cntcd and which cinbraci' the drift of bis 
ar'i'unu'nt. in that directimi. 

'Thirtv millions of the capital of the bank, (said In') ai'e now on 
loan and discount in Statt's on tb(> Mi-.^ is-.ippi, 'riicse will all ha\’(' 
to he calk'd in within three years and nine months if (he charter is 
not-e.xtcndcd. He then went (iii to slnn\ the impracticability of thi.s 
operation, and lo pro\c (hat (he State banks would not. be abh' to 
assist, in the payment of (hat ciioriuons debt. “I hesitate not to 
say,” h(' continiK'd, "'(hal as (his (rav'cls to (In' \\h"'.( it- will d(' 

prc'ciatt'the xalnc of ('\cry man'-i prop<‘r(y from (he Allant.ic to lhc> 
('apital (d‘ Mi.sNoiiri. It-' ('tfect-, will be f(annl in tlu' pric(', of land, 
tlu' i!,’r<'at and Icadin;^ article id’ \\'c..(crn property, in tin' price of 
cr{)j»s, ill (in' produci' <d’ labor, in tin' rcpre.‘''.sioii of ('iib'rpri.sc ami in 
enibarras;>mcn(s <d’ ('Xi'ry kind (d’ bir-incss and occupation.” 

'riiert' was niiich tmn’c of I be sann' slyh' and tendency but thi.s 
lirii'f I'Xtract ('xhibits the siib (ance of ail he ^.aid on (hat. head. 

In rcspt'ct to the la.-t point (In' (inality id' (In' decision which tlu* 
|)coplc w'oidd make at tin* (‘lection upon the t^rt'at issiu'. of hank or 
no hank, (hen submitted to (In'in by the con.'-'i'iit. td’ all parli('s, lu*. 
said; 

Ills (lilt* I'l'f.sldriit'.s) nlijci'flutci i,;n aanlnst I1 h‘ wlniU' stlll^aitticc of (lu‘ law 
iii'laiiially clH'ulhiK the hank. 'I'licj, ih-ii.v, in clVcct, that the hanlv is <'(ins(i 
Iiillnnal, tiicy deny llml it i.s c\iicdli-nl : iticx dt n\ ihal it is la-rcssary t'ni' (lie 
inilillc service. 

.Vyain: 

la Ihi;.; jiiaec they are Mieh jc tc innui-di all Inau' that llie prcselil hank 
nr any lainlv :tt all la-euihlinc it, er re-.rujidin:' any known ;-nnllar Inst II ill hm, 
can ever rceeiM* Uis aiiprohaliou : lie is ai'aln'.l the lauili and iiBiilnsI any hank 
eonsiitntejl in a inaniier l.nowu to fid' or m any niher t'ntinlt'.x. It 

i.-; iu)W eei'tain Ilia! v ithdut n linih'it ni mu' piihhi' itnnii'ih the !i;ink will iiid ln« 
eniillniled linr will alij otlior In- l•n^lhll‘hen wllh'h aecjii’dllin In the yteiicral 
sense (d’ liialikilid will he riniii'-d lo itte nniae, * ' (’nmo'es.s lias neletl 
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silitl ilK itcls luivi' lu’cii iv'cil by (lu* I’rcNiiii'Ht :uul Ibis rf-.ul! nl (hr iii'd- 

r(‘i‘(!iil.ns lli'l’d iilnt'cs (be qllt'sliuu with nil il-- iHiuin'clinu. all il-; iiiriilriii^;, 
rally barcivt' tl<(' |i(>o|ilc. Sin-li is Ibi' Mr -.nv.r. It rtiihiuis umr fur 

flic pcufilc (!/■ the I'micil xhilc:t I'd cliuii'.u hi t ir, , n lilt pt iuriiili lu Cl Iiruirril 
aiiil llicir (lurcnltHcnt. 'I'licsc ni/iiint stuiiil tufirtlur. I'hc unc ur the utlur 
llliisl he rejected. If the .'leiil hut iil.'i "/ llu ]li'.siiiii r.iuilt I’l n ire the ;/i iieriit 
(ipjii'olKitioii tilt' ('’enutit lit ii>n trill luire junslud.^ 

Siu'li was llu‘ issiu' which .Mr. Wt'lr lcr, as tlic .jHihcsniaii fur (lie, 
hank, [iri'pari'il Tor Iht' pcdph' df tlu' I'nited S(a(fs. Sucli, wilh 
the (‘.xceplidii ol’ Ihe rheldi’ieai hyperhdle wilh which ihev cldseil, iht' 
h'd’itiiiiah'. coust'tiiit'iici's thal wtniitl, in hi.s jiulpuient, in (he csfiina- 
(idii of all his polilica! cdatljiiidcs am! df Ihc h.ank luamidcrs. How 
rroin a decision of iiu' pt'oph' in t’aMT td’ (lie I’rc itieni al tlu* idee- 
lion (hen on (lu'. t'Vi' of la'ind; held. l( was wilh a tli.-i(inc( under 
slandiiyi!,’ on all sitles (hal (his on^lh (o he (he etlcci td’ (he deci.'-itm 
ahoiil (d 1k', math' (ha(. (he issiit' so elearly cvlihiined hy Mr. W'chsier 
was snhiniltt'd (o (lit' peoplt'. 'I'ti (his (he friends of (he adniini (ra 
(ion, (he hank niaiiafft'rs, and i(s political Mipporleiv. (hen fully 
as.st'iili'd. Mr. \\’('hs(('r’s spt'cch wa' pnhlishi'd and (hortinnhly fir 
t'llhdt'il a( the I'.xpt'iist' of (he hank and (he Mih tanci' of i( was 
rt'ht'i’alt'd froin (ht' stump in e\ery ‘iiiarter of l he land. 

• Sni'iM'lt III'.Inly 11, is::a. lli r.b.lrr <.l' l h ImIi' , \111, i>i. l. leei If It). 
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In 11 u>. course', of luy public life I lent' not nii't with another man 
Miu) canu' nj) to (h'li. ,Iac!cs<ijrs standard a.-: well in re-.pcot to {lie 
sti‘cniL>-th of Ids iu'licf in the certainty that a public .taw ant Icuf th 
laboi'ina; roi- tlu* w’cirare' of bis ('oiintry would rcccnc the pood u dl 
and support; of tlu' pe'oph* as ionp as they ia*niaiuctl confi<lcnt of hi-, 
integrity as in his constant re'adiiies,. to stain* hi-, political reputation 
upon that; laith ri'pardle.-^s td’ conseejiicnet". nicrclt per onal to him 
self. Silas W'ripht W'as fidly his eijua! in habitual m-'atioji e.f elf 
in llu' p(*rl‘(»riuauee (d‘ public dutie*.*; and in hi-, u illinmn- to ■ f.d,,- all 
lu* had or was on his faith in the \ irtue .if the people, i-ut. pr..ba!d\ 
Iroiu a constitutional ditlcrcncc in their tenipei am -nt . he dnl j.,c 
always ft'(-l as certain that all would no w.-ll, Thai a Ion** a flu- 
pi'oplt' were at their (‘ase* in ri'spcet t o t h.* • ineei u \ of iheir t eoi e enCa 
livi's llu'y would lu' pri'dispo-a'd to thiuK iheni rmht and t,, nppoit 
Ihcin -accordinply was amon<>: the carlie-t and n... ( rnutlnurd eon 
viclions (if the (Icncrars ndud, and one of tin* numei-..n and fuKinc 
ruitihnents of which lu* frc<iucutiy : poke to me. ( hi the nedit of mv 
tirsl appearance at tlu' White noire, after m> r.-lmn from Mn-'lamb 
lu* e.\hibi((>d when stretch(*<l on a sick beti a speei l e m p!i\ je.i! appe ,r 
aiiei* but as always a hem in spirit an iinjuv i\c dhi lialioi/.d' Id . 
pfofoinul and unspeakable Irir t in the people. Hojdmo m^ hind m 
one of his own and pasdnp the o(h(-r tliro* i,i hntr white loek I,,- 
said, with the clearest iudi.-at ioir of a mind compo ed. aiel in a tone 
entirely dt'void of passion or bhr-ter "the bank. Mi, \din ibuen i 
Iryinp to kill me,/o// / e-;// /•;// ;//" x,.,,., j 

reti'rre.l t.o tins IVaturi* id’ tluit deeply intere (mp im.-mj, , .-o.-pf 
in tin* privacy of family ititereour.se, and I Imm been ,deU pie-o uted 
from doine: so by an apprelmtision that .-a n.d benv. of the i p,. 
iiu'iit, neifht*!' imder,standing th.* man nor eomer ant v. uh the .ad.-r 
of events, mi-hl infer that in* had been .-oofroll,.d -n in tnu'-d. 
with the hank hy o(ren.h‘d per-otial f.-elum an mfmen.-e ulueb f 
kiu.w as well as stieh a thiii-r ran be kimuo would be nsflimu ti,-.- 
slie-h(es( loiiiidation iii truth. If a wi b f,. ptopif!;,|e fhe h.enl. oj t<> 
avoid Its hostility bad cNer been cfitertamed In him he mmhf ho.,, 
h^-atilied it at any moment after hi ueee- ion to ojlice, ihu la- bid 
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(akt'ii hisslaiiil upon tlir ptu-t "hui h! t!ir - Mm .uu.iurt* ut ttr.il iustitu- 
<i(i!i loll”' il f'liiiT.'il iip(.!i ihr f.lUi' f ‘..'la h ilrrv from him (hi> 

Wiinls I iia\t' (iiukctl, aut{ in fh<- <-n ;',!'rutl« i iii.-<‘t‘ihi.ftm- 
scidU.'-imss of ami hi*- ilctmuiiiial ini; (o s! 'ii- i'>!i in fhr • ficf- 

lion of (lie tiim* for (hr pri-milul!• >u of it imauorial a «lf in.ii ;.uli- 
staiiiia li V ndiiiii t (’tl hy Mr. Pa I la- u hon la- | *; r -a! *‘i I i(, * u-u. .1 ackaiti 

was not, flu* man in <iu' piThvnnano,- th' hi juddir ilutic am! njmu a 
jO'i’i'ai- puhlit' (|iu‘>4ion !«> ohcy (In* inihii-ni i- th aiiv na't'c*!\ par. onal 
inoiivt's. < )n the fonlraty thor«nu'hl\ imhunl, a 1 Im\ r !>rforo raiiil, 

willi (he rcrliiip's of Ilir [h dit ioaI fhoid «d v. h h di lo' 1 aoI i>rt‘n an early 
e'raduaie, he' was, from the heL'inniii’'. pre«h p>» ed a;‘a’.n t t!u* eon.. 
t iiiuaiua'<d’an iii>t it nt ion like that npon wlkudi it ua ine\i(alde that 
lie Would h(‘ ealled to art onielalim ami not eeim'' id v, a\ clear to 
strip it id’ its tihjei'tiomddt* featnri' ■ he -oon decided to oppo »• it . nj. 
ineorporiition. d’hi'- reidnti.m he v.a earln-r led to adopt hy 
liiuliny: hinisidf at onee : nrroumie«l dy th«- ini ter udlnener which lu' 
hail heeii tauidd to look upon a - promineui amme* tie* tlan’aToiri 
(di'liients of its power. IlaNtiUj;' arri\ed at tiiat ei.n.dn ion fu- pm 
ee(‘dt‘(l (o what he eom-idered a dnt_\ in the pnd and v.jth theeonti- 
(It'tU'e of support from the people hv vddeh In p'duseal eour i* was 
(list Inyiiished t hroiie'imnt. 'The toil - uliieh h el iu-m plead vilh.-o 
niiieli a rf ;ind labor a ml j’o- { (o t urn h m i 1 lom the pai li he inn! <dio -en 
am! (o (h’. troy him if lie per-i lei! m it vose ei n iu d i em-alh his 
iiiidannted tread. Notw itletandiim the iaree \ii(f the\ : eeured in 
most nf the Noi’lherii and k'ae tern State - ami e peidalh in New. 'l ork. 
throupdi jhi‘ aid of (la* ( h’or‘da .Mi iotiaia, inipo inre, lof whieh I 
ha\a‘ ei.sew here spid.ell ) the haul, foree were he.den at e\rr\ point.. 
Not, only wa*. Ih’e-ldent dark on re deefed hy an o\erwliehnin|»; 
tnajnritr o\-er .Mr. ('la\A the hank eandid ife. i uf to ..ihnd the mo t 
iininih.takalde e\ideiiee of the deteijuiu.dion *d' tiie people not (o 
make “ the ehanL‘:e in oiir piildie eoiineil . ” without vdil.-h Mr, W'ehter 
had in? i; ted tlnd the pre eiit hank woidd md ! u-eon! i nurd m>r would 
there he tin* ,• li'.dite-t efianee for auy h ink “ htefn .aeeordiuf'' to tin* 
ii'eiieral sem e (d’ mankind would he ent d k-d to tlie natae.'* tlmv. at the 
saim* t ime, elected (o the eeoud ollire in the t to\ ernim'id the riter of 
these paLU*;-. who had ‘Wmi’ farther than it wa . pei'ha[). allowahle to 
the Pre,* ident, hy rea:-nn of hi ■ ollieial po.- ifion, to pn iu p,,. proinulya 
(inn of umiiialitied opposition to the hank. l‘he\ ai o returned to the 
popular hraneh of tlie 1 a‘y''i?dat are a inajoritv who. tndike their 
predeees.-ois'. Were not. mei’idy uniniiially hut lieartih' amain I (he. 
eontinnaitee of (lie haid\ and who, when a tittiun opportunity was 
presented, erected all impas.sahh' harrier atraiirt it . furtiier proru-e; s 
towards the aeeomplishinent of itsohji>e(s, 

Snei) was (he result of (he fir.st eainpaiim in what wa- called the 
hank war. ()r (he distinetiH'ss of the is m* npnii which it waswapnl, 
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the nniforiiiitv of couslriu’liou placed upon it by all parlu's, and of 
thcii- cap;vriu'ss for ih(‘ (rial I have alnauly spok(Mi. In n'spcct (o 
(he uiuM|uivocaI characlcr ol liu' (h'cisiou ol llu' pt'opic upon (ho 
points siil)nii(.((Ml to lluMii, (lu'Ci'. was no room for and no a((cmp(. a(, 
cavil. TTnlairncss in (he* (diadion, (be common ('xcnsi' td' a deri'a(ed 
par(v, was in (his ins(:inc(‘. not. evim pre(tmd('d. d'he will of (ho 
peoph'. in r(‘o-acd to the baidv had biam mosl. clearly expressi'd on its 
own apix'ul and according (o (lie forms of (he consi 1(n(ion. 

'The. only <|uestion (hat presented ilsidf for (he di'cision of (hat in- 
slitution, and the ri'suK has adbeded a melancholy di'inonsl ra( ion 
of the inomeid.ons iinpoctanci' of (lu' (piesdon as widl (o (hi* ^'ood of 
the conidry as (o (hi*. in(e.res(s of (he s(ockhohlers and debtocs of 
(he hank, was whedier !(■ wonhl snbmii. (o tha(. will, (liiis solemnly 
amionnceil and in a form so ohlin'aioiw, or whether it would con- 
(inne (he war. W'e have seen wind, were (he promises made, in i(s 
behalf by i(s e;rea(. lender, when he ni'^ed an early decision of (he 
main issue, promises which wert* also \ii’(mdly nnnh' by (be bank 
ilself in its memorial (o conyri'ss for an extension (d’ its tdiarler, 
“■ d'he bank,’’ i( said, “shonld have as much (ime as pos-.ible to 
exi'cide (la* duly, always a very dt'licate and ddhcidi one, (o aid (he 
commnuit.y in seeking new channels id' businer;;, and by '.'fadiia! and 
‘i.H'idle mov(*men(s to press with (he leas! incon\'enience on the ,'^rea(. 
interests connected with it.’’ 

llefore (he (‘lection no oin* all’eeted (o ilotthi (In* inteidiou of tlie 
bank (o wind up its concerns if (he deei-.ion .siioidd be ayaiust it.. 
'I'he. reasons which rendered that course obrmatory need noi to be 
recapitulated, 'riiey are clear (o the apprehension of all who are sin 
cere friends (o our in.sliiulions and (o (he'pfi’eai principh* on which 
(hey ai’e founded (hat id" (he so\ereignty of (he popidar will. Ppon 
(hose who are not. (hey would be nr^ed in vain, 'riu* oren! saving to 
(he inleresis id’ (he eouidi’y and (o (hose of (he sloekhohlei’.s and 
creditors of (he bank and (o (he character of all «'oncerned (ha( 
would ha\e been made if (he bank manaL’’er.s had performed (heir 
duty in (his respect, is now at leas! well underslood, and r adly con 
fessed. Bid (he siipporiers of (hat. ins( ii id ion, of e\t‘ry hue, deeidetl 
otherwise, and, swayed ahernately by the “rule or ruin" .spirit (d* 
political pariisanship and by (he desperate hojics ba-.ed on (he chances 
lha( miicid prc'-etd (hencelve-. in (he eonr-'e of (be slrny.Ldc (hey de 
(ermined to subject- hot h pn ermneid and peoph* (o a reckle-s, uieern 
pnloits and injurious t'Xercise of (he immense power of the bank nut il 
bo( h should '.iibinil lo il sdemaiids. 'I'lii ■ is a \ ery irra \ c aceiisa (ion, one 
which, in connection with (he mean, herea fter eliuryed (o have* been 
employed (o carry that most, e\(raorclinary determinat ion into (‘(b'el, 
conveys impidalioir. which, if now for the tir ( (inn* hroiiydd for 
ward, would \cr\ properly be recet\ed with di tre..; if no( with di:. 
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snlisrnciion. Hut ;Aifh i-^ luH flu- ra-r. I'tu-.' fully, 

:uul ill {(M’llis fai' llUH’t' (liau thn I* lu-lr U ni, inadr a.”::!!!! 1 jh(> 

l)ank ill otliuia! pain'r-’ prtiffftlini!' Irmn the ( ha-t Mau! trati* of tin* 
(‘()inilr\' aiul fruni otliar hiu'li I'Afi’Ut i\a tuiui uuia l ii- . in ilu* it‘|iiii't .. 
of slaiuliiijj; fouuuil 1 iH’s nf the nafinnal ha'i latuii- am! tiuom'h tlu*i 
piililif pi'cas, and wtu’f in turn ri'pcllnl. nr «‘\piaiiiml, a In* t ilu‘v 
could ii(‘, ill (lie luatiifc.-^tlie • id thr liaidv. in lamiif*'!' ri-pmi , pro¬ 
ceed iiiu.’, ill eomc iue!uitci“^.. IVoiu . iiuiiar uum- and in ihr ciduiniia 
of rrieiidly iiiuv.spapin’ . Moi’cio or l hr ciUint i \ ha huiu ima* pa acd 
upon iluMii also, and 1 am ant yninr; farther fiian thr froth v, dl jus 
(ify, ill assiiuiint!: that it,-, jud^^iucnl wa niic nf *'lUtlrKmal mn. c\crc 
and irrc\i‘rsililc, auaiiisl tin- hank. 

It i.s now inure than a ipiarter of a reutnr^ incr thr .e Iran art ions 
.<M‘CUrred. 'Hie Inlert-.U out of wllirll thi'_\ pr.in:’ Imw. rr;i rd to 
he opi'rative and the pa-dnus and pirjuilirr h\ wlii- h thr artor. 
ill them wert' intluencci! ha\e in a erral mra uir uh idrd. It i at 
:i luoiiieut. so lUispicioUH to truth that i prnpo r m-t tn o- .uem- thi* 
(piestioii.s which ^'rew out of tlii-m, m»r tu aeiM.iwtfr m aiorhnrate 
tlic nature and tendeU(\\ of (he t ran-.art loim tiu-ni ri\» ur .if (he 
llUlti^■es of ( 111 ' purtii'.".' to (lietu, hut .■‘•impli In latr thr .a r the) 
presriit, (rul\' and a. iiupjirtiallv a 1 laii, tn rriiito,r at f.-a t in a 
de.arei' (he oh;-.eiiri()' (hat time and the foiart fnlnr it hin-d have 
.spre.ad ocec (hem and to do in) p.tri tueaid prr[..u;i:.‘ (hmi for 
their plaei' in hi.’torv. '1 o do thi i not md) a ntdit rMjiiionn In all 
hilt a rl_a;hl. vvliieh, on the part of tho-.r who h ivr pu .• I'd oppor¬ 
tunities i-iijierior (o tint, e of the peneraht) of thrir frlloe citi/m. 
for jierforminji; it, heeome , from that eon ideialuni almr, a dut), 
\\d!l it he aslu'd, why revive (hr naadlerf jou, in .ill thru* I'ruunal 
.*-'li:i rpne^.s oi Oiitlinr, ol erne - olirr o di I'leditalde and o di tie. 
inp why •erk to arred the oh riirit) w Ineh i rtliin'' npmt them 
vvh)'no| .nitViT (hem to he foraodenf 'I he amvver to nrh retln tions, 
should till*)' oeeiir (o (he reader, are nmn»*rou-., ropeiil, and ineom 
I rov eii ihle. 

Xever, either in time of peaeq or in a tate of put.he war, was 
(Iii.s Country .-o thorour'hlv eomul-ed, nevn* hefore ua. (he vital 
[U'iuciple that of the ; ov ereipntv of the popular will vvhieli lie. 
at the foundation of free government and without the complefe 
ju'erervation of whii*i) ‘Uieh a pun eriimenf, howevrr plan ilil) emi 
.s(rnefi‘d, i*’ nolhinp more tlmn an emjity preteir.e, so erioiisly men 
aei'd, nt'ViT lu'fore Wt‘n‘ our mnteriul inten- t ; m> -evei'el) and wan 
(only injured as they wm-e hy (he suee<‘ssive -trupple. of the .r.*eond 
Ihiiik of the Ciiited States to obtain a rem*vval of it- eharter. 
'riios-e. who lived ut that day and were eonv ersant with pnhlie, 
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afl’iiirs know that all liu' Itnuiclu's; of llu' lAah'ral (iioV(’rniU('u( • ~ 
Exocntive, Logislativa, aiul ,Judicial- as W('l! as (liow' of (li<‘ Sfah' 
(Jovornmenls wi'cc ju'ofoundly a.ii-ilaliul by thos(' sii-iio-nii's, 1'lu‘y 
oblrudcd tluMiiselvcs iiilo all (lu‘ ramilicalions of socicly, slu'd (lieic 
baleful iidbu'uec'. upon till ils inlei’esls tind for a season suspeiuh'd, 
if iliey did not. permtinetilly wetdcen the recoo’nilioii of soiiu' of its 
inosf viliil obiic'al.ions. Is if (o be expected (hat- Irausticlions so 
disfurbing in (heir enaelmeiif- tiiul pr(‘gnau(. with couseipiences so 
vtisf can be ignored in (.he liislory of (lu' (\)im(ry'i' d'bis would 
not be priiel'.ieable if i(. were di'sirtible, bu( i( is neither, Ki’roneous 
versions of ('.hem would unavoidtdtly usurp (lu* pti^’i's td’ hislory, if 
])ains were not. (idien to nmintuiu (lu' (ruth in respe(‘( to (hem. 'I'o 
(his end every bottit fulv ell'orl de.ser\'i's, on (he contrjiry and should 
r('C('i\’(' (he comiiu'iidalion of tlu' conununily. d'o niak(‘ sucli an 
ed'orl is oiu' of (h(‘. objects of (his work. If I ftiil io stall' (hi* (ruth 
in res|)ec(- fo (hem otlu'i’s will i-orrecl (hi* erroi’s into which I nitiy 
fall. A re^'tird for (he inlcrests of (ruth will, of itself, bi‘ ti :aif- 
llcieut. inotix’t' to induce tlii'iu to tissuuu' (luit diKy, for Ihi' mas-, (d* 
nu'u pri'fer luiy lo\(' (hi' (ruth when no sini.'.ter or sellish objects art' 
(o lie promoted by its pcr\t'rsion, 'The (iiui' has art'ived in rc-pcct 
(o ihi'se, (raustict ions wiu'u no such objects can be thus ad\anced. 
Mo.st id' (hi' men td whose doors (hese exci'tscs weri' laid tire in 
(lu'ir ^I'jives jitul (he few who tire still h'fl on thi' [xditii'td stji/^e, 
sttindlujLj liki' ri*eds sludceu by (hd winds, tire tlivested of .nil ptir 
t.isaii vitidily. 'I'lii' politictil ptirly (hid was responsible I’or (hem, 
bi'causc i( justilied tuul sought to sustain (hi'in, i^. itself extinct, 
utti'i’ly,, hojx'lessly exlincl, llert' and (here may, |)Or:sibly, be still 
found a lew lioiueless spirits si'ckiug (o revivify its dry bones, but 
till' idteuipi will pro\(* futili*. 

Idir (he. acts of which 1 am tihoid to speak, howevt'r momenlou.s 
in (heir ihiy, (lu're i.-., (lu'refore, no lon/^er I'ither pei'Miiia! or jair 
(isaii responsibility, or iiUeri'st in (heir misrepri'setUsdion or mi.'-iider 
pretation. d'he truth in respi'ct to (hem must n( souu' time hi' (old, 
and with (ha( all should, us all must hi' satislii'd, whatever may be 
its (‘iri'ct upon the fame of t.ho.si' who have ^ont' bi'fore us. It is 
rie;h( that itshotdd be so, The aphorism t(f nuH tuh uil nisi !u>nuin 
is doubtless foiindeil in llu* most humane principles, tiud, when cor 
ri'ctly interpin'ti'il, its ohservanct' is honondile; it does not howi-vcr 
tipply (o a case of (bis eharaefer. When the rule, is restricti'd to 
the personal iidiriuities and jirivatt* \ ices of men 1 for one am con 
(('lit tind it. should receive the interprettdion which it-., words im 
port, d’lu' denuncitdion of sueli defects when those who wen* sub 
jeci to (hem are no more may, doubtless, on occasions, he made 
useful 1,0 the after but the tinnoyance to (he living 
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iirislna: from it is i.«vut*r:ill\ riMl.iiu .iu>t i! .si*. an* .» ufttMi 

j)r(tMi'tu;i(ii‘:iI tn ivn<i<T t!u* rM.ai u-u .<l’ ?!»>• . h ini) .lr!i<v fu 
oin-ni'i's of that tie rript ion no inirra onaMf n ist!,-,- i.. th.* ..liMiuity 
and ininiunitv of thn l^TuM'. Ihu v.lum mu* v. !•.«. o mndii. t in i'uuus 
tlu' sulijnci tif aninnulx tT Kin aiti'd t'*!' tin* |<uith.- m sl-.r niattiT in 
^vlli(•h liis ant ion is imin'ai’hr.L a^ ila* r.-pn- ..f hi ..umtrv 

iiHMi or of a portion of (honn (la* loca nr.' and duiat'a-n nf hi. tv 
spon.'-ihility witii n'a im and jn lior a nusr a \.t> d'.lh-i'.-nt r.mi 
jiU'xion. in MK’h ou'o . (lu* ml*' uhi.-h i'\»‘Htpt Ii miu pm.onal rr 
sponsihility thr rrpn'-.fntat i\o u ho it rm- hi *'.‘nnfr> from .ovat 
jinril, how.-oi'Vf'r illnyal flu- moan - !<> whi.di sf -.d^ati-m ia aa 
I'oniplisln'd, sufiis pti/'xh <■ att.ifhi' t** hi; lai derd', 

in turn and with t'nnal |u‘'li«’t*, an ar'onut ai*dn} liosu which tlu* 
acts of private nirn arc o\i*nipt*‘*1. I hut no ^ ndi t'Xrmptiou can he 
(■lainu'd for (he condin’t td’ pnhlic nicn f*!r nllici.ii m tlhai aticc is 

no\^' tlu* n'ct‘i\I'd opinion of the world. It i mtci.’ tun' to witm*- i 

tlu* ('\tnnt to wiiich thi- principle of re pon did’!\ utter death to 
ihe pnhlic opinion id’ the ■anwivin^^ 'd' u *.‘c,lu!r ncin'r ifi.ms, 
drawing' after it the unre^et’\ed dr-clo nrr ol run \ thnie that ap 

pertiiins to or will .‘-erve to explain the art . and motiu* ol tlieir 

ptildie nil'll in pU'l day •, i- now carrietl in l',n;dand llic .ndy conn 
(rv ill Muroiie where (he pre % i really ioa*: to ce pjiuite eahiu*'! i 
and .secret depo.sitorie , lorineily o incfii, guarded ar'ani ( the 
intru.sion of ili(|ni-it i\e eye-, now freely earehed tie' mo f prnate 
ri'cords, eoididential letter-, and e\ery doenioenf that can tiniov 
lijL^ld' upon (he pact unre-eru'illy L>'i\eu to the piddle for the heueht, 
id’lh<‘ liviu/i,’. 'riie Opinion , thii ntanife> led a,--, to w Ijaf t I'ou i (cut 
w it li .Mitind polil ical el hii'-. conic froui a oiirce rut it led to our n'-.peet. 
If ihi'i'e are feature' in the ICinjli li y fem id' which we do not ap 
jirou' we mu ( neuTtheleN-, afluul aU'l admiic the puritv and iidelity 
to duty which i' (here e\acted fi'om [mldic men. The preparation 
and jmhliration of true arconnt . <d the pioeeediiu’-. we are ahoiit 
to de.M'rihe are thin nothin*; more fliun act of jn i ir<- fo the rcpnla 
(ions of the dictinytii lied tnen who took part in them uu one shle 
or another, and at the aiue lime, of the uundi- t polo-y ui re pee(, 
(o (ho,-'!* w ho eoiiie after ir-. d'he memorie, of tho r who eHpo ed 
Ihetiiselve-. (o petMTutioji hy pur.-tun*; the t'our.se winch prover! to 
hi' the rioht one 'houid U* ihdy lionored for their pati-ioti nn tiieir 
in(e*xri(y and tlieir intelli^eui'e and it i.s no le-, ri|;ht dial tlm-e 
who devoted their faeitlties and their infliteiiee to an oppo .ile i»nlicy 
shonhl liear the odium of their nii’^deeih. Such are and oitydii to he 
the fonditions ujam wdiieii men enter into piihlie life and asmme 
puhlie trusts, eertuinly under all frovernment-. that claim to he free. 
'Fhe just, apportionment of praise and censure amoue- the aetor in 
(lio.se transuetions is e.speeially due to the Count rv which hore the 
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brunt of tlio evils that weiv j)ri»(liicH'(l hv tln'in, ami which, if ev(‘r 
ajf'i'ain exj)osccl to similar trials, ina.y Ihtts liMV’t* tlu' hcni'lil of the 
lesson ami the warniiiii; upon those on whom (he utlmiuistration 
of ])nhli(‘ alVaii’s may eham*e, in such a crisis, to havt' (h'volvial. 

The (piestion of a national hank has hiam, in all its phases and at. 
all times, one of tlu' most distnrhin*^ charncli'rs in our history, d'ln* 
occasion of which we speak was the fourth on which tlu‘ Country 
has heeu af^iiated with especial violence l)y its appi'nranci'. on the 
legislative stage. The extent, to which our national councils weri' 
shaken wdien the subject was tirst. introduced, with otlun* and kin¬ 
dred devices from the fertile genius of Alexander Ilandlton, will 
never he. foi'gotten; the second arose at. tiu' expiration of the charttu' 
of th(> first hank, when a st'vert' struggles w:is niadi'. for its rtmewul — 
a stiaigglc' in which its pcdltion to (kmgress was attcMUptcd to he 
sustained hy nu'ans and iidluenc(‘s similar in spirit, t.o those after. 
wai’ds J’csort.ed to, ])ul. without sncc(‘ss; the third at the c.siahlishinent 
of t.he s(‘(‘ond and last, hank, through an hom>s( hii( niistalom inipre:'. 
sioii, on the p;irt. of the virtuous Madison, of lh<‘ m'cc.sity of siudi 
an institution, and, lastly, (he licrei' conllict now (he sultjecl <d’ our 
rc\‘i('w, and in whlcli as a national institution it was, it is to he 
hoped, linally ovtu’throwu. W'hctluM* another attempt to estahre.h 
a, national hank will lu' inad(' and, if so, how soon, are qU('..tions 
which no man will undertakt' to answer with coniidem‘e. 'riiiu’c 
are cei’tainly many who think that the subject, will mwer again he 
rt'viv(‘d and this is a consummation ilevouily to he wished. Hut 
whert‘ was the poli(i('al prophet, wim, in iSll, wlum tlie nue.stion of 
(he removal of the charier of (iu* first hank was decitle«| ami, as was 
at. tile (.inu‘. supjiosed, linally decided in (Ik* iiegatiw by the cast tug 
vote of Ceoi'ge. (’linton and wiien a large majt)i‘i(y of (he peojdi'. 
said of his course “ W(dl done, good and faithful scinaiit 1 ” uouhl 
ha\'(‘had the boldness to pi’cdict (hat it wotdd he revived and a new 
national hank esf,ahlis!n>d in l.^Kl, les.s than hair ycar.s' aflcrwar’ds'if 
Hsp(‘cially wtadd such a prediction ha\'e been deemed preposterous 
if it. had been also n.ssiimed Hint a ri'sult, aiqmrcntlv so improhahim 
would he brought about, by the con.smi and appnnal of .lanicM 
Madison! Mr, Wehstt'r imk'cd asseveratial (hat a national haidv 
was an "‘'ohsohde idea''' hut. it is to me, not at all likely (hat tht' 
pi'ojiosition was dictated by a settled opinion hmmled on a compari 
sou (d* the facts of tlu' past with (lu* proha!>ili( ies of (he future. 
Disappointed and deeply mortilied a:-* he was by th<‘ failure of the 
exaggeratt'd estimate he had formeil of the inviiicihility of a great 
money p<iwer willing to devote all it ; means to the accomplishment, 
of its ol)jt‘cts, if is, to my mind, much more pi*ohahle (hat (he deciara 
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(ion luul its oriii'in in :i di'^irn in in'iilrnli'/f, :t‘. i:if anti a- Iasi as 
possibU', (he odinni which he and his paf(_\ had ilrawn npttn (Ihmii 
selves by tlu'if unscrtipnloiis Mippoii id the hank. 

It; may i'irn out that, the idea of tht' ic td’idnc ■. uch an institu 
t.ion hits been so (hor<)ny,’hly explodcil in ihis ( Dtintry as to prc\cni any 
at,tempt at its re-t'stablishnienl amtnm’ ic-; but \\c have iin nilieieni 
fe.ason I'of imsmiiine; such a cesidt, as cei'tain. lU'C adei|na(e nintiv c , tor 
eX[>osin,U!; otii’sel\‘es, in (his rt'<j,'ai'tl to (iu* pfoverbial ha/.ard nt pnlit 
ieal eiifi'tmts and spt'etilai ions. ()nf political .systetn may he aid 
(o be in cnin))ai‘ison with othcfs, yet in its inlancy, but We ha\e had 
sutlicient, e.xpei’ience iindec it to r-,ati. fy ic; (hai we can not expect f\. 
enipiion IVom (hose s ibration-, in the mo\enients of public ijiie-Iion . 
and e\(*n(s w hich iia\(‘ st» lony btsm w itne.'-stal uinlef other anil ohli'p 
institutions I'ilu’ations answiu’in^X to (Im.t' which arc exhibited in 
most, of nature's works and .serving to conlinn the unerriny trulli id' 
tin' (h'elaration td' thi' wi-c t of men th.at tin' tlum^ that hath been 
it. is that which shall \n\ and there i . no new (hum’ under the un,” 

Ibn in^ .said (Inr-' much in dtd'ercnce to a reelim'; whieli, utwertlic 
less, niif.iiit very well not ha\e ari.sen in the hreaU of any reailer, we 
will coidinuc our proe-rc'.s (owani-. the eommcnccment id' the Panic 
Si'ssion." 

'rise expect at ion so conliileni ly indulged b\ the repnhiie.'ui npport 
ers of the administration that the hank would ■ nbmit to the deci ion 
that, had been maile on it: appeal and the di appointment the_\ ex 
hihited at a dilfereid re.sidl were iimre ereililahlf (o their political ' in 
eerity than to tht'ir : ajjcacily in e.-.t imat im.!; the tie iyn of part \ hsideis. 
tind of em-porate hoilif. If the di .tinpni hed founder id' the paper 
.sy.stem in (he I'nitetl Stale.c hail thwoted his power . ami hi time to 
the work of infusine: into the fir t n.ational hank the lame t hare of 
his own imjtatienee id’ popular n' traint he coukl not liave math* it 
more hostile to (he yoH crjinient of nnmhei- . Ih.au iieh lame monied in 
stitut ion.s are by (lit* imperiou law of (heir nature-., nor e:in thi* infer 
enees drawn by tiie hank in fa\ m- of It - ability to ; us( ain it elf in neh 
a etjuft'sl as (hat on which it hail rcMiiveii, after a eojupai'i on of it , 
means with (host* of ({a* (»o\ernnien(, be (honyht a.s extras ayaiit a; 
.soiiH* may ha\'e, upon a ; upiwlieiai \ iew of (he matter, .•.nppir ei(. ,\o( 
eontemplatiny any aetimi (hat wouhl justify the applieatitiu td' the 
military arm of llu> (ti)\'ermuen( to (he hank or it > .aipportei the 
ljd.ter lookeil to a striiyyle in which none hiK eiviliaii- wonhl partiei 
pate and, thus reyaiatiny it. none eati fail tti percei\e Imw laryeK (he 
ri'.sourres tjf the hnidc i‘.xeeetlei| (ho.se of the (lov ernment. Ayain. f 
the fjilieers holdiny (inhr eonimi.s.sions at (lie plea.^mre i»f the latter ;i 
hotly tlKHiyht, to po.ssess mileli powm* hut- never half mj t'tlieient as it i • 
])opuhir!y rated the. hank had at its eonnnanil a far more puissant 
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force in “ the train-bands of commerce ” and was much better supplied 
than its assumed rival with the means of enlisting, stimulating and 
relieving those whom it mustered into its service. A statement of the 
i-espective amounts of money and funds convertible into money which, 
at the period we speak of, were passing thro’ the hands and, in various 
degrees, under the control of the respective governments of the coun¬ 
try and of the bank, will seem to the reader at first sight, marvellous; 
it is nevertheless vouched by official and authentic reports of both 
parties. The balance in the National Treasury, at the commencement 
of the “ panic session ’’ was between four and five millions, the receipts 
from all sources for the year between 31 and 32 millions and the 
estimate of the accruing revenue for the year, from which it did not 
^'ary much, amounted to between 32 and 33 millions, whilst the annual 
ojoerations of the bank in discounts and foreign and domestic ex- 
clianges and according to its own published statements, at the same 
period amounted to three hundred and forty one millions of dollars, 
and it had on deposit a yearly average in its vaults of six millions of 
dollars belonging to the Federal Government, besides the deposits of 
individuals. The revenue of the United States was in due time ap- 
propriiited by law to specific purposes, but whether this was or was 
not done the President could not use a cent of it, until after the pas¬ 
sage of a law authorising him to do so, without exposing himself to 
the penalties of impeachment; and of the national legislature, by 
which alone such an act could be passed, it is not too much to say 
that a majority in one of its branches—the Senate— were the de¬ 
voted partisans of the bank. The public money subject to the indi¬ 
vidual control of the President was that portion constituting the 
secret service fund, which was limited to fifteen or twenty thousand 
dollars. The extent of control with which the President of the bank 
wa§ clothed over its immense funds, at that particular period, will 
be seen hereafter. I may say here without hesitation or hazard, that 
as to any amount of them that could in any way be so directed or 
applied as to promote the object of the bank his authority was not 
subject to embarrassing restrictions of any kind. 

It was, I doubt not, under some such views of the relative powers 
of the two governments that the resolution to compel an extension of 
the charter of the bank, by the arbitrary exercise of those with which 
it was armed, was formed after the Presidential election of 1832. 
Among the great men who filled conspicuous parts in the attempt to 
carry that resolution into effect Nicholas Biddle, then President of 
the bank, and Henry Clay, the leading member of the Senate of the 
United States, exerted far greater influence than any of their coadju¬ 
tors. Mr. Biddle represented, upon a claim of authority which has 
never been publicly questioned nor its exercise condemned, the entire 
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intorosls (>r tlu'bank, iis stock holdcis ami all ^\lut \V(‘n* concanual in 
its success ami (he imauis i( bn' cariA in;.'' <nt (he cmitc^l in 

which (hey, (In', bank and it:- polilical [larti.an were abniU (o mii- 
bai'k-“-ine.ans willionl. (he siipiiort oi‘ which (bey could noj have 
hoped to siu’ceed. 

k(|uallv vain and hopclc-s would (he ■^Icu'oxlc ha\c luani wilhoiil, 
(lie. nclive co-op(>ra(ion of (In' political part\ toward w bicb, allhou^'h 
i( Inid be(ni (hdVaied. Mr. (May occupied (be impo.iiiL’ relation of it i 
ciindidiite for I la* i‘residency, and over which be t'\cr(cd a hauler- 
ship <d’ imnsunl absoludsni titul wilhoiit hi - concurrence, tlicrid'ort', 
(hal co-ojn'fat ion could no( have been .eciircd, Tbere w a . nolhinjx 
in (lit' plan of oper:i(ions, which wa^ dev !■ ml as the one be i adapted 
totin' rt'spi'cl i v(' eonditioiis of (be bank ami it' political ■lipportcr-;, 
that- Wits eillu'r n'piilsivi' to Mr. (May's fci'llne . di- (ttherwi e eahadat- 
('d ((> ]»re\(‘id bint from enibarkine-in ii. WMn'thi*r it !ir‘t iipLu-.iion 
came from Mr, Ibddle or from hiimclf will probablv never hr- known. 
Its i'hai’acti'r retlectcd the bitter am! di appoinleil emotion e\ei(ed 
bv tin' advei'si' result of (he election, over which both were broodinit’, 
and it. was (|uitc as likely to have ori'‘inated in the Inca i of om* a; 
of (In', other. In lirnine^:., intclliycnec and yeiieral eapacitv both 
were' (‘idii’i'ly etpad to (he part , they vvt'i'e e\|)eeti‘d to perioini in it.; 
('Xeeid ion. Mr. (M:iy pos-e-.ed measure of phy ic;d ami moral 
courage and of reatlincss to a ■ nine re poll ibilitv appioaeidm*' if not. 
etliianine'(hat nnivt'r ;d!y coneedccl to hi; iire;it ri\:d th-n. daidcoti. 
Mr. Idddlc was a prondnent member <d’ a hiy'hly re jieci.-dde family 
loii^ cretlitablv' connected with (be public erv ice, in war a well as 
In peace; a family wldidi, from an early time in oiir lit (oiy, m’ 
eupied a distine'uished po ition in ocieiy am! were favonddv known 
(hroiiii’hout a lar^c fiortioii of oiir country, for per omd worth 
and Li'aHaid bearitm'. ' .Mtlm' Ida ollieial condiiet a • l’re;adenl td’ tin' 
bank, in (be matter bronchi under discm i(»n in the-e piine ba been 
and always will coiitlnne to b(‘ with me the ubjeel of timiuaIdled eon 
(h'umation it is due to (ruth to >uy that hi-, private and per-oiial 
characti'i’ lias never, to my knowlcdp*. been : iicce ..fullv impe;iehed. 
I knew him from an cai’ly period td’ my life, had eon: itlerahle inter 
course with him, which wa;. not even iulerriipted by oiir ptdili*’al dif 
fi'rt'nct's but. was always uLfrecabh' and, 1 have no rca tin to doiiht, 
on bothsiilcs - polit ics a pari sincerely friendly. M’he only mcinher 
(d‘ 1dm family with whom I am actiuainied i. his ;-on, .Major liiddle, 
lowai'ds whom I havt' imbiln'd I'eidin^,', td' hijxh re-.pee{ and all'eetion 
ate rt'jxard. 

IlaA'inju; thus spoken of the e-rneral abilities and character; of (In' 
two principal It'iidcrs in the political crusade vvlueb 1 am about to 
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describe I am constrained to add that the judgments of both in 
respect to the probable effects of the course they had marked out 
for themselves and their friends upon the feelings and opinions 
of the great body of the people were, in my humble estimation, very 
unreliable. Mr. Clay could not have shut his eyes to the political 
consequences involved in the struggle before him, nor did he affect 
to do so. If it proved a failure entire political prostration of its 
leaders, in the ratio of their prominence, must be the result— 
a catastrophe of which, as the leader in chief, his would be the largest 
share. If successful it would, in the natural course of things, raise 
that leader to the Presidency. Having been already twice over¬ 
thrown in his aspirations in that direction there was no process of 
reasoning by which he could avoid the conclusion that the present 
would be, must be his last chance for that high distinction. He so 
considered the matter and laid down, as his first requirement—one 
which was to be distinctly and irrevocably recognized by the bank, 
and, under no extremities, to be lost sight of—that there should not 
be on this occasion, as there had been before, a cllvhled Icado'ship. 
Of this the reader will, before the account of these transactions is 
closed, be made very certain. He needed the co-operation of both 
Webster and Calhoun. That of the latter was indispensable! Mr. 
Webster’s not so much so, but highly desirable, and Mr. Clay hoped 
to obtain both. From Mr. Calhoun he could apprehend no such 
rivalship as has been alluded to; in respect to Mr. Webster that 
question stood on different ground and it was toward him, there¬ 
fore, that the requisition of which I have spoken was aimed—trust¬ 
ing, as reasoning from the past he thought he might safely do, 
to the influence of the bank over Mr. Webster’s action to keep the 
latter in the harness which was to be prepared for him. Mr. Clay’s 
demands were ultimately satisfied in regard to both of the gentlemen 
named. For his success with Mr. Webster, however, he was, in all 
probability, indebted, as the reader will hereafter see, to an agency 
other than his own or the bank’s and of which he was not apprised 
until a much later period of his life. 



crTArTKi; xi.iv. 


Of du' ih'lails of du'. hank plan nf raiupainn. a ; it tiMul at th,. 
<»f lilt'st'>>ioii of is:',:!. I fan itf rniir ,• uiil_\ pi-ak Irmn iidVr 
I'luvs drawn widi sUfli :id\an(a^i‘. nf (Mi-idnn I'uf tirauin;' (hem 
as I have hrfort' pointed nsit frnni fai-I-. i»f und*mhtrd asillinrity. 
d'lu' rt'adt'i* will judu'i’ fm' him idl nl tlic roiTt*,'!iia - . ni ju\ inh'f 
cners and aernrd (o diniu (In* I'l’iMlit to whifli he nia\ think them 
{'lidded, llavinu,- fur its leadiipr and md} autwed tdiirel the re 
eliarlerin_a- of die hank (hat plan wa.*^ neee .arilx e<m trneied nifli 
special I't'feri'nei' (ti the aeliial ediiditinn id the e\er;d power id 
the h'edi'ral (Joeernnient. No direct action n! the pepk*. h\ which 
that, condition inieht he M'a-miahly \aried. wa alhiwahle under (he 
('oustitntioii hi'fori' the {‘\i .lina,' charter ol the hank \iotdd ha\e 
(‘xpired : it. wa.s only thronah new m- changed view hv whiii tiieir 
minds eoiihl he iinpre--;ed and unset i led, t hat tln-x mmht he uidnce<l 
to exert, an inllneiiee over the coiir e ot their repre ejitative elect, 
and thus to promote or to retard the adopiiou ol ptihln' loea nre 
h('arina nil the general .snhject. In the I’Aeciitive hr.inch im chanre 
had laki'ti place. Pres ident dack on had heeii re I'lected lor a term 
extt'iidina heyond (he hank's chart{*r, hi > oppo it imPlo it had heeu 
placed ill his I'c/o me...ape on nroiind (hat could not he mo\ed 
and he had heen made, if possihle, .(ill more ah oliite anain l it 
hv (In' snhee(|tU'n( :ihu .e-. of it . power. *1 he federal element in (he 
Si'iiate, nltlio' i( had heen soiiiewlial redneed h_v (he election, wa. 
po’catly ; (ix'iijel Imiied a-, airaiii t the admitii-1 rut imi hv it moie per 
feci uni<ai with (he friend of .Mi-, ('allioun. d'he Ihm t* ol iJepre 
.sentati ve... liad tmder.L’'one a y^reat change in all re-peel and par 
liciihirly on (lie ijiie-tion of the hank, a mujorify of friend id' the 
adiiiini.st rat ion havinp:' heen retnrni'd vvhieh, tlio' not half o l.arr'e 
tis in tile prev ioii'. (’on^re-was helieved to he not old) rouipu ed 
of hi'tter stitir in jxi'iu'ral hnt espia’iallv relialile on that qiii' timi. 

h’nrthi'r ell'ort to olitain the pas-'a^e ol an act for the de ired es 
(eii.sion of the charter id’ the hank from a ley:!'hit nre eompo ed of 
(lire{' s('parnt(* linuielu's, (lu* eoiisent of every one of wldeh wa; 
neees.s'ary to (he vn!i<rd.y <>f the ^raiit, in de,spite id' the known and 
setth'd hostility <d’ one hraiieh and (he all hut ectiain oppo it ion 
of another (hot.li of vvhieh held (lieir olllees hv a tenure reaeliini*: 
heyoml (lie limit of tlu' existitiji!: charter) ^^a• an niidertakiny which 
must men would have, looked upon us dt'.speraie. But Me-r-. Biildle 
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and Clay did not regard their situation in a light so unfavorable. 
They did not see, or alfected not to see any obstacles in these undis¬ 
puted facts to the accomplishment of their objects which could not 
be overcome by a vigorous application of the means at the command 
of the bank, supported by its political allies. Of the particular 
character of those means we will speak hereafter; for the present 
let it suffice to say that they bore no analogy to those which, spring¬ 
ing from a conviction in the breasts of suitors of the justice of their 
applications, consist of arguments and explanations in behalf of 
what they ask. Whatever may have been their confidence in the 
merit of their petition, which it is not necessary to consider here, 
means of that description were, in the present case, deliberately laid 
aside as having already been resorted to without avail and as espe¬ 
cially unpromising under existing circumstances. The only appeal 
that, in their view of the matter, was still open to them and promised 
success was one which hazarded the unbiased and deliberate opinions 
of public men, and of the communities for wliich they acted, as an in¬ 
auspicious agency for the solution of public questions, as entirely 
extraneous and in the last degree sinister in its nature and which, 
instead of enlightening and fortifying men’s minds, served only to 
bewilder and subvert their judgments and carried in its train the 
worst evils to the public welfare. If they were enabled to carry 
their bill thro’ the House of Eepresentatives by the use of the 
means they contemplated, altho’ not availing much, in the first in¬ 
stance, towards the accomplishment of their immediate object— 
indeed, advancing them no further than they reached in the first 
struggle—such a result would, in their estimation, open to them 
chances of future success of greater value than the cost of an imme¬ 
diate triumph however expensive that might be. It would go far 
to divest the decision of the preceding Presidential election of the 
influence it had acquired, and to which it was entitled, as a declara¬ 
tion of the will of the majority of the people, expressed in a con¬ 
stitutional form, against the continuance of the bank. Means potent 
enough to drive the House of Eepresentatives, which had been chosen 
under such circumstances, from its integrity and duty would, it was 
also believed, if they failed to be operative upon the President, yet 
force the supporters of the administration in both Houses to give 
wny in sufficient numbers to secure for the bill a constitutional ma¬ 
jority over the Veto. The President might die in the course of the 
.struggle, an event which, from his advanced age and physical debil¬ 
ity, seemed at the time not unlikely, and, in that contingency, his 
constitutional successor might not prove to possess the firmness 
necessary to maintain the position he had occupied, a chance easily 
assumed tit least as furnishing an additional ground of hope. If 
al] other calculations failed, the prostration of the existing adminis- 
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Irniitui, 1 lu' cit'd ion of a rrifiitl of tlu* liaiik a . i iif lU'Xi 1 ’ri* ’uIfni autl 
(he cstalilisliiiit'iil of a ut*\\ hank upon tlio foimiiatiou of tl,,. ,,lil 
wort' ‘ la.'-’l r<''-oii.' oii uhicli nifu of ((•uipfraiucdi' o anoiiiiu' as 
\vt*i't‘ Lliost' <)1 .Mt"ssrs, ( lay autl llitklk* I’oukl laU ho iiait* P) n-jy 
wilh ('III ii't' I'oulitlt'Ut't'. 

Thai- such, tu- soiiit'lhiup; very iikt' llu'iu, were ihelr \ lew ; of tli,> 
suhjt'cl, autl such (lu« iialiirc ami yciicral tuilliiii". of their plan, as h 
slot/tl a( liic cltfsc of (ha! sc.-sioiu !•. fairl\ infcrahie from r iruilieaul 
occiirrt'iiecs, hotli Jiclore ami afler, the eliaraeier aiai detail of which 
art'. iK'itiu'r luallcr ol tkcpule iun’ ilillieiilt til loterpretal ion. 

'I'lu' removal of (he depo fit^. eiiahicd the hank lo ehaure the uiethod 
autl ioi'iii ol (he iiiea.siire for ihs rt'lief mneh to it . aihantai'c. 'I’his, 
a(, lir.sl, was from necevily iiilemh-d to ht' a ituple hill to t'xtemi (he 
ehail,('!•,• Ihal, which ViU-. acliially propo ctl v. a a joint re oluliou 
iu reslort' (lit' th'posils (o th.' plae.' from u hem e the} had keen no 
luovt'il, which, if I[ hatl heen adopted would, iuev itaiilv, have led lo 
a. 1 ('■ ehar(('f. \\ (* shall see hereallei" the rea. ou . wh\ (hi eliaiim' 

Was an iiuproveuit-iil lu the liank's pt.;-it ion. 

lilt', pos^ihit' iiiflexiliility ol an adver-i* uiajorltv in the new 
House of Ih'pn'seiilalive; uat: cerfainly a fonui.lahie .lillieuliv hut 
Uo(. siillieit'iil lo di.seoiirap-e (he hank or it ; leadin'm-npjiorler \\‘ho 
(ho.se repceseiilahves weiv, whal (heir eha raetm- and '■apaeiti,. . fheir 
lirmiie.'-;.-;, (iieir spiril, .'•valteceil a:, thev were throu;d,otil the extended 
( uuniry. eouhl as yet h,' liiiie known, and mueh r.K.m f..r ht.pe ua.s 
Iherelore lefl lo Iho.n' who had heen ueeii-Itmie.l lo .• peeulale upon 
(lie wmakne.s.sof piihlie nieii ami trained in (he wav- hv which tht'V 
eoilhl ht' iiilhletieed. 'riie.se lltieertaiul ie : emild onh he .lehuift'ly 
sellletl u(. (he ne.xl :-;e^^,ioll of ('onyiv •, then eompa rat i v ,-l,v far olf. 
K would, a( :dl event'., lu' a iiew Ihin^' umlec thf rain (hat a hank of 
liu' (hilled Slah't; .'dimild for a hme: (im,' remain in a miiiorilv in 
f'i’aueh (tf (he .Xalioiial I,e>d' lafuiv. 'hhe e.mlndlim- inlliieuee 
ol lilt' lir.sl hank in Ihe hr.'l Conymt'-.. uas mhoriotc , aud it mav well 
!>(' iloultleil wht'lher, a:, far, al |ea.-.(. as respeePal the hank'’: own 
eoneeriis, (h:l( iaflut'iiee li:nl heen nilieh le^s over :inv ttf if-. ■ ueec ni-- 
l'<M';ilar hnineh t.f the !!,>( (hmpv, ■. under (ien. dark on*'; 
!t<hiunis(i';i(iom wliieh imniediafely preeede.l th.-i! who.e prolnhle 
‘•l>:>nmler (hey were eanvas.-dn- (here ha.l hmai eiee|,.d a imtjorilv ol 
luort'^^l han sixty avovvt'd Iriemls itf iht' admiiii ■ i r;i( ion, tu- “.hick on 
UH'n," as Iht'y w<>re ealh'd. Vej hefore the t'xpiralion'td' it- ’fr.md 
se.ssmii (he hank hatl aet|uin'<l sullieienl inilueuee over that hodv lo 
from i|. Iht' pa.ssaym tif a hill },» exl.'ii.l ll.-; elmrter nolwilh- 
slamlinp- full ktmvvled/re Ihal (he ntt'asiire ha.l iumn inlrodueed at thal 
t'arly period .so hm^r h,d’ore ihe t'.xpiralion .d' its lium .-harlt'red 
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powers anti rights—with tlu' ■(‘Xprt'ss pnrpnsi' of hm'i! 1i> pre* 

\'ent .JaekHon’s ren'leci ion H’ lie slioiild iiitiM'posc his 1^7f^• a desiipi 
virtually adinilU'.l by (be Setiaior from Peiinro h ania who pre.-laili-d 
the memorial for t!u‘ re-inrorporai ion (d' ihe rank. In I In* pri-seiil 
Tlonse (he majorily in favor of the admini.-l ralimi was less than half 
(liat mmilxM' and ainmiy them wei-e some untried men. It wa*. not 
(iuMad’ore surprisiii**’ that. Iln* bank am! its advoeah'S entered ipHtn 
tlie nndt'rtakiiiiLi; of l•ollvel•iin^’ (he sis'ond I Ioum’ of Ih-pn- enta(i\i-. - 
as (hey had doin', for (he lirst with (he eoididt'uee uhieh van oh- 
served in all (heir moviMiients. 

d’lu> a.i^enev st‘l(‘e(('d on (h<‘ seeoml oeeasion for (he de\(‘lopnuail td’ 
(heir joint, powi'rs and for (he adainment <d’ (heir re.spec-tiM* purpo i-s 
ad'oriied a striking- iihistrat ioii of the (enaeity of (he liiptre ..ion.; 
which n'ally oToai uu'ii, sinei'i'e in (heir opinion-, and lunini': (In* 
faenltv of winniut*' (la* hearts and per.nadiny' (Im jinLonam!-. id 
others, sonadimt's stamp on tlu' ininds of (heii* follouta' , cspr'cla 11> 
win'll (host', opinions had bet'ii ‘p'adually t'ry:.(ali/<'d and haprd into 
a partisan eri'i'd. d'hat (he peopio niield al\\a\ and ojiidd oidy ne 
ressfntlv b(', i>'ovt'rned (hroindi their individual iiitere ( . or throindi 
(heir fears was, a doetrine uhieh Alexander llamilton ladd uilh (he 
sineerily ami avoui'd wilh (he manly eandor uhieh pre eiidm*ni!_\ dt • 
(inunished his I'haraett'r. No one who has made him ell in ant <-on 
siderablt'dt'uret'ae(|Uaiii(ed u i( h oiu'pobd i.-al hi (oi _\ ean In- iuiiorant 
of (his fact, or of (lit' /eal with which lu' iii'-nh'aled i!ia( doi'trine, 
and of all our publie men (here ha . led been one u ho made neh du 
rahh' impressions td’ (he eonvieilons <d’ hi:; tiun mind on tlm.e ol 
frientb, and followt'rs. l>y far (he iarue ( pmfitm of (ho e (o u Im e 
manautmu'iil (he atl’air.'-. of the bank were eommi((eil and al o id’ fin* 
party by which it was sustained wa . eonipo. ed «d’ hi -.niuiviiij' di 
eiples and (heir deseeiidant:’. reared in ami ••fill de\o(cd l.t (he nine 
faidi. 'I'lu' ('.\(raordinary elforl. (he_\ nnnle, in (he tir .( in (ame, lo 
enlisi (ht' favor <d' (he people on (he -.ide id’ the Isank and (o enire 
(heir sniiport for its eandidafes by (ht* mo f a idiiou and (he nm ( 
hnish appt'als to partieiiiar intere ( iia... been ile-erilied in the pre 
eediiifj; pap'.s, as well ns (he failure uhieh attended it and e\er\ olher 
in (lull direction. Wind more natural (ban ihat ha\in,"'' faih-il ui the 
application <d' oiu' of (he only (uo element of ptdiliea! inllnener b\ 
which namilton belie\ed Ihat (he aelion of i he pnblie ndnd roidd 
be riuhdy di reeled, hi-, pol ideal d i eiple (he earl> and late adudiej . 
(d his eri'ed, should re:;or( (o (he other, or tind Mr. t da\, who r euu 
vi'rsion (o dial, creed bank and all had beeonte eoinpleti- ■ honld 
not eo operate oni\' but b(' (he chief leailer in (lie eiiterpri e, lli-n* e 
(he oriuin td’ die plan uhieh ua-.-Mrried md uiih mh uni i Imd iiifjt 
viuins (hat id’einplov iny (he \ a t mean a! the dr po al id' I he t.ank 
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in i‘;iuiiiiiij,’ (lu‘ 11 i’I (lift iuiiii r\ :i j ii i "t t‘Ui! m 11 .i ■ iiia 1 ui-nn'ss 

romn-nis (o an nxtnil .^nHi<-it'nl to .Tfatc widt' pivaa .li liv . and to 
iufnsn intaiiM- alann for tlu' -at\*t\ of it ■ .‘\rr\ intoiva inh. all llm 
i-ainiiirations of a li'rnat fonmutnily to cxrit!* juifi}ii- iiidin/natiou 
a"‘atnsl llu' KxiM'titivi' hrannh of l!u' ( ui\t'nuncnt ly\ iuijuitinn' (hnsn 
(iTsastrons on-urnMurs to tha intnr|KKation of tlu I’lv idotit'. !',/,» 
and to the neia'ssity lu' had wantoidy iuipo'cd <m the l.aidi of pn-. 
pai’inii’ to wind up ite iiiraif', ihi‘ mil ■ »d w hieh thf} (thr tiank lead. 
(M's) liad foi'etold, and to ohtaiii, hy mean - ol tin- evt.-u i\f panic 
tints pcodiua'd, a control !i\(‘r tlu* ailinii i>i the ptddn* mnid whii'h 
would ennide tin* projector- of fhcM* rriiuinal . henu* not md} to 
mark out for tin* newly eleeled Hon <• oi lu'pii* rtiialive the r<inr.*-e. 
it. slioiild purMU* hut to f‘:ain in the .Nepne!, po xe ion of the Heneral 
{{o\'i>rnincnt. 

W’lu'thcr thoui* deriinp'iiienf- in all otir Im ine ■ jelati.ni , tlu* oh' 
stticles Iht'V pri‘;('nled to pnldie and [ni\ate pio perit\ and the di.- 
trt'ss [)rodneed i>y tlu'tn were eaiir.ed hy the action • f the I''ederal 
<Jovt'rinnent, or td' eithci* of it . Itepattmeut ■ in reiaiion to the thcti 
existing; hank of the I'nited State-, or were tematieally eoutri\<'d 
hy till', hank itself, tts i.-. hcia* Mated, to nh tone hank aiiil parti an 
pn eposes, a It In ni'di ion o' and hoi ly d i [nit ed, ha eea ed to he re; ■ aided 
as an open ((iiestion hy oni* people. 'I’he jiuk'nieiit oi the I'onntry, 
a ftcr fnll hearing' and mat nre eon- idem t ion. pro non need t hem to ha\'c 
hei*n parts (d‘a criminal plot di*\ i ed atul earned out to liuee a eon 
tiimanee (d'eharicred pri\il(*<ic . from an imuillinp (io\ei nnieid and 
peo[)li‘. In the end that decision ua- m*nerally eonein red in. Ilert* 
and tlu're may still he found a .-I ra on! inn; til cut lent from the com 
imm seidiinetil .’itul, for olnioii.- r(*a oiu , tin* reiitiiuenl it tdf may he 
more or Icx-freely a\‘o\\ed h\ ttme than hy other , hut t he eon\iet ion 
of its jm.tne^s is, tu*\erthe}e>-, iti our time alum t univer ah It u a- 
hy thus reo'ardino’ it atul hy reMiminf; the manajnnuent of their hu i 
ness I'onei'rn'. with the. means (hat uere left to them (hat the people 
(d* tin* United Slates relieveil iheinsehe-. a- far and a fa t a they 
c*onld, from tlu* iiijurious etlVets (d* a levere temporary esedemetd, 
the fruit, (d’ misplaced eonlidenee in time s.ho had rai ed it fm* 
sinister j)nrpoM>s. d'hey sliook (dV an inenhii;. the attempt to fa tea 
wliieli upon them had eonvnlsed the ('ountry: t'Very npprehen ion 
for the siieeess and slahilily (d’ oiir jxilitii’al iir .1 it td ion • was thin 
(juieled and our Inisiimss ijder<‘sts and rehuiotir; wiwe in tinu* re (oi-ed 
to tin* eotulilion in which tht'V stood at the eomineiieement cd‘ the 
si'lllsh and nnprineipletl war that had heeii wao(*d apain | ihem and 
apainst. the Imnor and wtdfare. of the nation hy and in hehalf <d’ 
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It is of tliid; ,s<Iht' licrcRsI, iiiori' ilistiirhiii'X^ jihti* 

infliu'iit.ial upon (In' prospi’cls (tf llu* piililic iiicn (tl flu* tln\, ami 
tlirout('lli 11 . 12 ; .< 2 ;roati'r ilauj 2 ;i'r lo llu* \ i(al priin'iplc-; ol li'ci* 
iiioiil. Ilian any (<> \vlii<-li lliosc iminciplt's liavi* Ixuai cxpoNail in flii-; 
('loiinl.ry simH> (lu' ri'coo'iiilion of oiir nalimial inili'pcinUaifi' of il-: 
most, striking’ ini'idonts and of its issnc that I pf npo-4‘ ((, r.pnak. 

I Inj)i'('cn(l('iil<‘d pecuniary (‘niharrassim'nts having’ Imen chosen a*; 
tlu' .<2,Tonmlwork of tin' cont{'ni]ilaii'd jainic the hank was (sf conr;.x' 
looked to as tin', k'adinc; and most (‘llicicnt a/ 2 ,'cnt for (heir product i«m. 
Holding' ilic pi’incipal stririjU’s ami to a ^rcat extent controlliiui' the 
direction (d’ the euorinous amount of tlirei' humlrml ami forl.\ mil 
lions of llu* inom'viMl operations of tlie ('ouniry it wn - nect' .Nury that 
tli(‘ hiisincss allairs of tin* latter* should have herm indci-d in a palmy 
condition to liave put it out «d’ thi* power* of that in,-.t it ut ion to intro 
iluce any di'sircd (sxti'nt. of dm'anjxeuicnt in its credit . and in the 
s.ystenis h.y which they wm*c r'c.aadati-il. 'I'lm hank entered up<.n it . 
allotted jiai’l of tin' work with the alacrity and {•nei*;'\ which di 
t in.n'ui.she;-; the operaf ioir, o f larye monied in tilution. nuoed h\ tie* 
woi*d of eoinmand and with a den'cce of rcckle iie ,. in r*e peef of if-. 
ohliy’al ions to the t'olintry, tts the (lov crnmcni h\ which u had hcen 
ermded and to the pro\ i .ion . and re ,er\at ion . td’ it. charter uloi'h 
nothine* short rd' its dcsperide cmidilion could have nr.pried. ( H' if. 
mmisiircs and plans to torwai'd it.*, de-ijUCms, ile\i*cd durin‘,t the rece 
and continued duriny tla* en aiinp*-.c .'.ion »d’ t'otijL’TC'.s, I w dl, in thi . 
[dace, notice (hose mily which havi* a direct hcarin*'* nptm the mime 
diah'oh.ji'ct.s (d‘(he coid'ederaie;;, \i/.: tlu' imdi’rmlnup’* of fire major 
ily of (he anii hank men whom (hr* people had elected to rhe roinmu 
Ilonsi' ol Ivcpresenlal i\es and tlu- excitation ami dcniorali/ui loji td* 
the piihlic mind hy means of a pccmiiary panic. 'I’he e con i-.ted 
/'Vr.s'/.' of (li(' :.(ep.s that wei-c talom tir rnpcr-mle the action of the 
rce-idnr and otdy hoard of directm*. aiilhori/.cd In the chnrtei* in 
regard to all the impoi*tati( imncnicnfs of tin* haidv which it desired 
lo conemd from (he know led‘ie of (he ( hnernmenf ; {,f the .e the nto-.f 
important were the suhstitntion af wind wa* ealh'd (he " Ixx.'hanue 
(kanmitlee,"’ rompo.sed of only live direeinrs, of whom the f’je idenf 
of (In* hardc was one ami the other hair were (dei'ted In him, and 
t he. bestow meiil o| all hiil unlimited power (ui thi t‘omuottee, w ho e 
doiiiL'-s wr'i'i* eotdideid ini and from w ho.se coiineil tin* tonm-nment 
diri'clnrs werr* iinnriahly exelmied : 

Sii'iHiiihf: (d’ (hos(‘ hy whieh power was eiu*!! to it*, Ih*e ideiit 
mer (he liiiids id the in* (if id ion, ineludin«>: tlie monr-y of the t iovei*rt 
.. for 'sperat inn tp-on pnhlie opinion, without reptiir 
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iiip^ liiiii to n'lidiM’ \‘i)iu‘hiM*s oi {lu'ip ili'Otir'-t'tiu'iit. to llu' 
boiird or ill iiiiy ivay to ju'fount to it tor tin* n tv-- he inadi' ol tln'iu, to 
an cxtont, uniiily siillicii'iil to oualiU' liiiu to i‘xon*i-;(' all tin* inlliuaict'i 
tliat, could l)o aciiuiivd by the application of money o\ci- the piihlic 
press, ov('r intlncntial imlividmds and ov t'r nu'nibia-s oft 'onui-css; 

Thirdly: of tlu' niovi'incnls and nicasiircs (d' (he hixchaiinv ('oin- 
nnttc'c. to d('ranji;(‘ tlu' crinlils of the {’oiinlry ami to spread the, 
])e.cnniary cinbarrassnn'iits oiao' the Icnyth and brcadtli ol the land 
by which tlu'. (h'siriMl panic wsis pr<Hlnc(‘d. 

Others may be hrielly noticml in the course of this iH'i lew, !ind I'ven 
of these tlu' snbstanci' only can he stided. To dc'-crilu* them ix'spee- 
tively in (hdail woidd retiuire a volume, noi* is it imlispen-ahle to do 
m()r^^ than I have proposed as the record (d’ thmn in all tludr oriurinal 
fnlhu'ss is pr('S('n'(‘d in our imhli<’ archiles, (ii which the reader, who 
desires to h'st t.he accuracy of my stalenieiits of the leading: farts or 
the, coriH'cttu'ss or tlu'(h'diict ions I ha\'e nuulc from tItem or to obtain 
ani])le.r views of the subject can ladcr. 

The. (lovermuent, ludil one liflh of the <’apital stock of tlu' hank, 
viz; .se.i'cn millions of dollars out (d’thirty li\c millions. It kept in 
its vault.s, of public monii's, an aveiai've annual .annuiut of .'•ix millions 
mor(‘, oil e-(‘ii(>raI deposit and, of course, .‘ ubjeel to the it e of |he h.ank. 
It had conlVrri'd on I hid institution \ad powers which, it wir; la*- 
TkwcmI, could, and triistinl would he it I'd for the advantage of the 
(low'rnment. and of the Country at larye as well as for that of the 
bank, but it, was also widl nnder'-tood that all their important inti'r- 
ests min'ht, hi' made (o .siiU'er if llie muimyeineiit id’ the all'air.s id’ the 
hank was not, strictly yiiarded and e|o ,ely walelied. Partly from 
Heeessil.y, al, all e\rnts rieht fully ami w isely the (!o^ eriiinenl had 
a.ssnnied t,he laryesl .share of the rc-.ponsihility of that w at I'h fnhic.ss 
and, to cnahh' it to di.scliar^’c the duties it thus a,v,uiued w ith success, 
powers were rcscricd to it and restrictions and duties impo cd upon 
the hank hy llu' pi'o\ isions id’ its charter which would, it wie, vaiidy 
hopi'd, he, amply sullicii'iit for that imrposi'. It was, amonL'' other 
thin;Ls-.s pointing in the .same direction, [irovidcd hy the Charlei- that. 
“■ for the mium^vment, of the aifairs id’ (he .''iiid Corporation" there 
should he (wcuty five directors, live of whom should he annually 
appointed hy the Pri'sident. of the Cniti'd Stales, liy and wdlh (he 
advice and consent, of the Senate, and (.hi' residue, should la* annually 
eleeti'd hy (he stockholders “other than (lie United Slates," ami it 
was further providi'd that, “/nP Irs.s Ihtui srrr/i tUrrt'iors Uiall coii- 
stitiiti' a hoard for (he. transaetion of business." These -idcmn stipu¬ 
lations, notwit.hstanding that the latter was oiu' id' (he fimdameiital 
articles of the constitution of the liaiik and (hat both (o^iVtlier em- 
bracctl tlie most material provksions for the. management of the aifairs 
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of tlic corporation, ii[)on the inico-rily of which the. security of iiu- 
iueii.se puhlic inhuvsts (lci)ciukHl, ihat instilu(ion pci-iuitted, nay cii- 
courag’cd and a.s.sish'.d ils Pn'sidc'iit to set al naui^ht by the appoiiit- 
mont and act inn of {he. “ Kxchani>'e. ('onnuiltee ” to Avhicli I have 
referred. 

'J'lial. {here may ])e. no mistake, as io this cardinal step in those 
])roceedin<l's, iliroiipcli which impunity was expect,ed to he secured 
for most, of the lawless acts that, followed, I repeat t.he. words in 
which ('liief dnsti(‘e Taui'y, then Sc'cu’etary of the ’‘t'l'easurv, ollicially 
communicatc'd tlu' matter to both House's, at the, coiunumcemeut of 
the piinic sc'.'^sion, in tlu' face' of the able, and act.ive friends of the 
hank on the' (loors of C'onixrc'.ss: 

Tiinlt'atl Ilf n Iiiiai’tt l•tln,‘.;(i(iiiial ol'al Uaisl .swrea tflraiors, aecurdiiif): to tluc 
{•Imrlt'r, a( whidi (hose aiinninUvI ley (in* UniltHi Slates have a ria:l»l; (o he* 
pi’e.seul, many ai’ (he niasl imptirlaol inanc'y iraiisaellaas ol’ lla* hank have Itcc'ii 
aiul still arc* i>laeetl nialt'r Ihe ('(snlrol oi’ a eouuaKlec ol’ wiiieii no one 

of llie luilille (III.tors has Iieoti all(!We!l Io lie a uu'inla'r since (lie C(unni(>ne(>- 

nieiil ol' lilt' la'e.scal year. 'I'liis (’(aulitil lee l.s ih>I eV(>u <‘l('eh'(l by (lie hoard 
and (he laddh' dlreehirs hn\’e n<i voiro ia iheir apiioiollaenl. 'I'liey art* elio.seil 
by 11)1* I’reshleal i>r Ihe hank; and the husiaess nl' (he inslilulhai, whieli ounhl. 
(o l)(‘ di'ehh'it on hy (lit* hiiani ol’ tilree|t>rs, Is, In iiiiiiiy inslanees, (rniisneled liy 
(Ills ('tsiiiniillee ami no tine has a rir:hl In In* prestaU al I heir proeeediiiKs hid. 
(lie Pri‘sltlenl and Ihost' whttin he shall pleast' |o name as memht'r.s til’ (Ids 
('tiinniKlee. 'I'liu.s Itians are miule niikiuiwu at (he (inu* (ti a maJta’K.y nl' llic^ 
Iioai'tl !uul papt'f tll.setsiinietl whieli iidalU prtihahly ht* rejeeletl nl. a i’e;.;ular 
nit'ellntj til' Ihe tllreelta's, the tntisl imptirtaiil tiperalloiis tiT (lu> hank art* Homes 
limes re.soivetl on aiitl exeeiilet! hy (his (’ouimlllee ami i(s measure's are, il; 
aiiiiears tle.sUmetily niiil liy ri'f-mhir .syslt'in, sti arraiirietl as to etmeeal I'rom (lit* 
tidleers til' (he (lovermiietU (rtiiisaelloiiH 111 whieh (In* luihlle iiilt'Ce'sls are* 
tlet'idy lavtilveth* 

d'hat the* {.nilli of this .stale'uient eoiihl not he* denied was, in varlou.s 
way.s, mireservetlly admilled as well by tin* hank as by its support^'i’s 
in ('oiiore'.ss. W'hcii Mr. d’ane'y's repoi-t of his re'ii.sons for removing 
the de'posil.s, the iloeiiiucnl in whieh Ihe slat{*m(*n|. is cont.aiucd, was 
reeeive'd in Ihe Senate Mr. (day move'd to take it. up and to fix a, 
day for its eopside'ration wit bout, referrin;!^ it. to a eoniiuil |.e*(*. Mr. 
Benton alluded to the* various ehar^es of luiseondiiet. ao'ainsi, the*, 
bank whieh it. eoutalueel, anel upon which the*. Scere'ltiry relie'd as 
reasons for the removal, and subniitled whetlnu’ it. was not elue*. to 
Ihe. hanlv, to the ('oiiutry and to the Se*n:ite |o liaie* the*, trut.h of 
the'se* eliaro'es ('iit|uii'(*d into before the Se'iiale* proceeded to de*ei(l('. 
iijion (he .siinicioncy of (he re'a.’noiis they riirnisbed for tho step 
which the* Seorctary had taken. Mr. (day, without, direeet r(*,])ly to 
the*. siio'o:e,''lion, pei^i-detl in his motion. A day havino- bee'ii appointe'el 
for (he action of the Semite upon Ihe St'cretary’s re'port, he- oll'erod 

'llili'ii t til' .Si i-nSiiri 111 ' llif Trcuiitiry, liri’. a, IHIl.'i, 
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resolutious ^ tli'clarini^ tin- rcaMUi-; a - ■i^'iu'il l.y thai ulllrcr !u 1,^, 
iusulIiciiMU. aiul liii!J!,i>l\ ffiisuriiiij,' thr ct.iuliu’f of tUi- I’lc Jn 

llu' iiia(l(‘r, which wen* hi'Cih-M'd for three iiuiuth . 

Mr. d'aiu'v's stati'iiUMit- was mwer rcl’iitcd ciiltcr !i_\ tlic haiili or 
hy its supiiortcrs in (Imt, on the ci iiit im iv, lo.i luilv was 
a chaliciic'i' iu(c'r|>{is('il hy a lui.-dllc Scuatur tt» yu iiiin the Ihm- (lira, 
tion of its (ruth ^hahiiied hut (lie inve (inatnm if elf \\;i \irtuallv 
jad’used ilii’o' (Ik' action of the rrieiid uf the haid», t he\ euri iiiiiliuj^ 
a majority of tlu' Stmate. It would, tliciad’ore, he an a<-t >d’ upero 
^•alioii to add aiiotluM’ wurd here to c faldi h it ■ eoiTcciuc . Am I 
wroiiy in assumino' (hat it wouhl he an ctjual ua te uf tlnic (n 
(‘idaryv n|ioii tlu* siilijcct for the |uir|io e of e (ahli hitm; tlie iifferlv 
I’tM'kless and wdiolly incxciisahlc, not to .-ay criminal character of 
ihi'su proeci'dinys{ No iipriydit ami iue'enmai mind, whatmrr mav 
Inna* Ixm'u its Inipressiotm in rt‘-'pcct to otlmr point . in (he conic.f, 
(‘tin a\'oid heiny forced to that coneln ion. h'eelin;’’ that thi nni f. 
h(‘ so, tliat. (hey prestmi, taken (tarethcr, a li-an action neither flic 
ilU'yjality nor (he ininioi'alit\ (d’ which can he ma'le noae intelli.Mhlc 
liy arja'Unient. or a<.>;<p-avatml hy dennticiatiou ami which, in it df 
('ntisid(‘red, nniy, witliont prejudice to tlu- can e of tiailh. he alkeacd 
to stand .siih'danl iaily in tin* liidit in wldeh the harik ha placed i|. 
without eoloriny nr eoiunient, I will o treat it. IhU inthn dei'hi,ij,.f 
to proh(' deepm- proeeedin.'rs which weii’ : o except i. oiahle on their 
fact* wi'cannot, if we would, iymtre (heir plain and I'onchi io* Inlcio 
pixhation of I hi' eharactiT and de^I,r''-n of the nh eijuent act td’ (!i«* 
l)!ink. If (hereliad been 110(1011”: in the e taldi litnent and action of 
the‘‘ I'hxchantre Coniudllee " (hat liunned the lieht heean e ,t .h-cd . 
were e\il .Mr. i'dddle would have pl.aeed in .Mr. ('Ia\' Imnd , within 
t.wenly four honr.s after the jirecent.ation {,, the .'Senate of Mr. ‘ramw': 
report, an aullientie statement id' fue(-, ; iillieient to tiu n the tide 
(d‘ public indi.mudion apmitist (hat incorrupt ihh-olliecr for hi cvere 
^»'t. in (hat ease unfounded nrraippuncat id' the hatdn No ollice. 
umiild ha\e, liccn nimv acceptahh- to .Mr, ('lay than tlial of deuml 
i.shin^X, ;i(. (he (hrediold of (he a man whom the iifiportcr; 

id’ the hank ilisliked to :i de^mee only le-s than that in which tlmv 
lield President dacleoin himself, and who-e ollleial coin- e hccame the 
eenlral point to whieh the attention of all partie; wa. thet! turned 
lUnl continued (o he directed during the remainder of the .• ion. 
Mix ( lay s unlnir attack on Mr. 'Tnni'y, on the around of hi intere I. 
in (lie Pnlon hank of Maryland, whieli the latter tnriied with o 
much pow'er nimn his assailant, would, in that ease, ne\ei- have hceii 
t.ho.nn:h(. of. Bui (!uv record of dm {Ioin/»-s of the ^MOxeliaium Com 
the desiymed (o 1 h' a sealed hook nn<] 

‘Dccemlua- 20, laaa. 
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there was no possible imputation to which it would not be better for 
the bank to submit than to have those seals broken and its inner 
workings revealed to the Imowledge of the Government and to the 
gaze of the people. 

Of the measures which were concocted in that secret and irrespon¬ 
sible Council of Five, and which were attempted to be carried into 
effect under its powerful auspices, I can here only make room for a 
brief notice of one of gveat interest by which the public mind was, 
in the sequel, profoundly moved. Wlien General Jackson annved at 
the Presidenc}^ our national debt stood at ° about sixty millions, and 
no object was nearer his heart than that of its extinguishment during 
his administration. The height of his remaining ambition was to 
2 dace the great HetDublic by the side of the Empires of the old world, 
enjoying, in addition to her other glories, the proud distinction of 
being free of any jiublic debt—that wasting canker of the nations. 
If the apipropriations for the payment of the national debt, recom¬ 
mended to Congress by the Secretary of the Treasury, by order of 
the President, in December 1832, had been fully made and applied, 
he would ha's^e succeeded in that the last year of his first official 
term in reducing tlie debt (including the payment of interest) fifty- 
eight million of dollars since his elevation to the Presidency. This 
would have left the whole amount due on the first of January, 1833, 
only a little over seven millions, for the discharge of which the 
Government stock in the bank of the United States, with the ac¬ 
cruing dividends, was considered amply sufficient. This assumed 
reduction incbided an item of eighteen millions to be paid in 1832, 
which embraced thirteen millions.—the whole amount of the old 
three 'per aenti^. funded by the act of 1790, and constituting the last 
instalment of our revolutionary debt. It was advertised for re-im- 
bursement on the first of October, 1832, and for that purpose the 
Treasury department had made all the jDrovision sut>posed to be 
necessary at the different loan offices. On the very eve of the accom¬ 
plishment of this great object and but a few clays before the Presi¬ 
dent’s annual Message of December 1832 in which he congi'atulated 
Congress and the Country on its consummation, it was discovered 
(it does not appear how) that the bank, through its “ Exchange Coin- 
niiftec,” had, in the month of July preceding, and without even the 
knowledge of the Government, sent a secret agent to London to 
make an arrangement with Baring Brothers & Co. for the post- 
2 )oncment of three millions of that stock, for which they were the 
agents, and also two millions in addition, for six, nine, or twelve 
months after the date designated by our Government for its reim¬ 
bursement; that the Barings had agreed with the agent of the bank 
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io buy up du' lluv(> per t‘iui( i upiui i!it‘ br ,t liu iu . at whirh 

tlu'\’ (*{1111(1 b(' piMcin'i’il to I'liarpt* (lu- bauK s'vilh iIh* «intla\, lo 

tain lluM*('i’lil’u‘:iti‘S ilu'Uix'bi'^ :in«b il tlu* auitaiul h 1 iht* t>irK • ,i 

{'lias('(l anil dial ratainci! !>y llu* imlil.T h.-ul.i bi* }«-, than livu 
millioH.s, (o maki' iij* llu' (Iclii’icui’y in fa f tiif bai:k . luniltl 

({) draw for it and that (lu* piirfhaic td' tlu* ua. autuallv 

niad(' 1(1 llu*. ('Xli’iil (d’ a iniirum and a hail': (bat, «ai rr.-riv in.r 
iiudion (d’ (his piirfha'c, Mr. diddle had di-.f.!>. ,*red ihat (lu* banlc. 
bad no rie'ht to piirehase an\ pnblie debi \Uiatever and that die sb‘|) 
lu*. was lakiiie* niie'hl operait* as a t’nrleiiure nt the eliailer fui’ ib(\ 
n'lK'wal (d' wliifh he wa • uiakiny nrh prt<ili'*ioiiN rxeiluiit ; (hat. 

he had disavowt'd so inneh td' the arr.uipeiaetit ncide bs hi an.ent; 

as relaled lo (ha piireha.*-!* (d sloek, «iii the *'ronud id a uani uf 
jiowe.i’ ill die bank lo carry i( into ell'i'et and bad .ub'.inuted in lii'u 
Iheri'id' a prop.osiliuii find tlu* Itarinns liouhi •end to (be bank lluv 
c.erLilieales, dial il .should reeeiie tin* inone\ for (he uSMiw , pa . it; 
(o llieir eri'dil on (lie liook'- td' <be bank uhieii houM pa\ ihein tlu‘. 
siib.seiiut'iil iiit('re 1 , ipiarlerly, iini il 1 letohur I''• '■■■*. 

I( is aptiai'enl on (hi* I’aet* td’ the-e pro.-redine . (hat (he bankh-i 
iinniediale nbji'el wa*. h* add, for il - prole>-lion arain 1 po' iblt>i 
eoiil inp'iieies, li\'(' ndllioir; (o it > ili po able fuiul . lo e.ur<* dint 
areoiinnodalion, indepeiidenl td it-- pefUtuaiA ennaneiiieitf , i( in- 
eiirrt'd (he refponsihilil v of a ludlon 1 _\ eoiu-eah-d bot nu. ( tlanraiit. 
N'iolalion of duly a:= (he lifal aneiil td the <*o\e!nment, a vudalitJii 
nhieli ae(|uir(*d (lu* di linetion td’ bt-inn;' (lu* on!_v oiu* <d il . proini- 
lU'iil 1 raii dn'e-• ioii:. whieh il . friend in tlu* Uou e. aldus’ wdlinir to 
jialliale, did nol alleinpl lo jn (ify. 'hhi* I inn* at uh’sfh neb ;i 
step Mas laken only four luouth'- before (lie dre nh*n(ial tdeelioti, 
upon (he resnti (d’ whieh il fate ua Mippo ud to •hpeiul, and t!u* 
liaxartl td' expo,*.lift* sheu \ ei'v eoiielniNely (hat it inlei'e ( in tlu’; 
inoM'Uienl or it., iieee eity bn* the money ua i»f (be nm t nii'ent. 
eharaeler, and lhal whatever it. nioti\e. the,', lookt**! prineipallv to 
its own N'fliare. U’hat ua.. die preei.‘.e ebannel thro’ •Ukhieli tUt*. 
bank Wat (o be beiielitled b\ that ueijiii idon to it tb .po able fiiiuls 
or to wlial partieiihir piirpo i*: die fn e million, uen* tie iameil to Ih\. 
upplii'd are undi\ uljii-tl Ni*ei*e('. of ubieli (he piihlie, i.'.iil. pitibably, 
never Ik* fully iuftiruied.* It h- .aiiheiiui! for tiu* eontleinnatioji 
dll* hank fnrusto know tlnd dm.-e fund- had been ■ t*! apart and a ; ii. 

'Tit.- luU'l'i-ia.f luu* i'l isii,ii*'ilUs>*il. 'I'h*. tlmm ti!i.<n tin Huid rnti'l-, j./i-.ill. i «»f 
fitlrifit, Itstil li'-fll cllnrtn'itUf : tlu* (Itiuiu-lHi.: nf !ii'!val>. • .-id.iui;-!. > U at i O'elt 

till' llt'l*0.(lf(U'‘* I>\IT llu* t ;ii\I'OllIhll e.i llsltri.'.Ui Ultil fl»> > wa i,. . .l. .1 f..; !li> illo 

rlmi’Kt* III' timl imlMliid '■(’ till* jilslilii* ilflil Ilif .ulmlitS'if liin..ii lU ii>.l i.< ..a.. ! ’! l.>- i.’ov*' 

(•|■lmil•nl. llclilltilln, ll|l■lll'<'li■•lllb* lu Uu* n.llllf;. \ttun n lit to O' I.Uf,-. .snMU.oiI 

(•li.i.wiMTi* 1st ^■mtlnll•l•l'lal tu'iKlilfu, ttitii Utf Hii-. !.lniitU..u, >.i' • ><ui i', iii.- r..tia. n .oir 
W'tt:; fiilh't't.v I'chUitiihllili'. 'I'Ui* iitulhT I'i i|lHrti!...i <1 Ilf .i.tiii- li-iuah lu e.ttntniiris /. 
iliUlk tsf till* I'niifii stuti'H (('iiifuuii, niiia), uji, ’.a:" aTa. 
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were consecrated to a sacred and gdorious object—^the payment of 
the last remnant of the debt which had been contracted for the 
achievement of oiir independence; that an important measure of the 
Government was thwarted through the infidelity of the bank and 
the nation compelled to continue for a time liable for a debt which 
it was ready and desirous to extinguish; that this was brought about 
by the secret management of a committee of an institution which was 
the custodian of the* people’s strong box and the trusted fiscal agent 
of their Government. 

The instructions for the secret agentsent to London were, as it 
afterwards appeared, dated on the 18'^'^ of July, 1832, barely a week 
after the date of the President’s veto Message and closer still upon 
the failure of the bank to obtain a constitutional majority in the Sen¬ 
ate. They were issued and the agent selected whilst its spirited but 
reckless President was yet deliberating with the no less reckless lead¬ 
ers of the party which had made the cause of the bank its own and 
maturing in concert plans for the ensuing political campaign in which 
the fate of that party, for a long time at least, and the fate of the 
Constitution were to be decided. 

The unprecedented success of President Jackson’s efforts for the 
payment of the national debt, during his first term had already been 
recognized by his fellow citizens as woithy of a civic crown and 
promised to be of no small weight in his favor in the approaching 
struggle. The additional eclat, which his persoA'ering exertions in 
that direction would derive from an announcement jiromulgated on 
the first of October, a single month before the election, that the last 
cent of our revolutionary debt had on that day been xiaid and so a})- 
propriately paid under the administration of one who might be called 
a shoot from the seed of that ever memorable contest, was a considera¬ 
tion not likely to be overlooked by astute politicians such as led the 
bank forces, especially when so much had been staked on the canvass 
to be influenced by that annunciation.^ Had it not been for the fate 
which subsequently befell the bank, at a period not too remote to 
countenance the inference that its condition may already have been 
sufficiently precarious to make necessary these clisrexmtable transac¬ 
tions to guard against a collapse xiending the canvass, we might not 
have looked for other than political motives for their commission, but, 
reviewing those scenes from the point we now occupy and in the light 
of the developments at which I have glanced, it is difficult to resist 

Gon. Thomas Caclwalador. 

- It was not ovorlookc'd, but Biddle’s plan for accomplishing it was in the nature of a 
trade, with the renewal of the charter as Iho consideration. Biddle’s handling of the 
matter was at fauli ; his misunderstanding of Jack,son and prc'siimption in n.s.siiring his 
friends that the charter would bo renewed caused suspicion and irritation in Jackson’s 
mind that counted heavily against the Bank thus early in the struggle. 
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liad boon tukon. 'Tlu' (‘onsub'ration of Uia( ijroposition \Yas ildVnvd 
by tlio. board, on the molion of one of its uu'tnbers, for llu* pui'poso 
of re.(.’civilly* the following a.s a substiln((i: 

h’rniiln'd, tlinl the bonrd liavt* coiilidfiifc in ilie wi.sdtnii mid !tilearil-y nf (lie 
Fresiili'id. mid in llu' pi'iiprltdy of (In' rr.'^uluiIons of (In- doili NovinuliiT, ISRO, 
mul the lull Marcli, IS.'U, mid ealartaia a full {•(Uivlrt.idii of Ua' lu'ciwiiy of 
rtamwod ulUadiuu lu I lia atijfcl of lUa.si' resdlulhnis and Itiat ilu' Frt'.sldcid, he 
aiiliKH'i/.cd and raqut'Slad to ('ontinin' his <\n-rtions for Ihr fWioiiotion of stK'h, 
object. 

d'he (ioviT’iimenl. Directors, dihermiiu'd i(. siH'ins to h'a\‘e (1 h> bank 
M’ithont. an excuse for n‘.fusin<^ to ^Ive the particnhirs (hey had asked 
of past; expi'Tidilnres, oll'ered the following: amendments to (he pre¬ 
ceding' resolution: 

Resolved, 'J'liut: while (Ids bnanl rejiosi' eat Ire etmlldiMiee iu (!u' IntefU’Ky of 
(be I’l-t'.'^idiaU (bey restiectfully requi'St bliii In eausi' (lie pni'lleiilars nf (be (»X- 
pendlluri'.s laude under (be resnhllinus of RUlb Nnveiuber ISIHl and lllh Man*h 
.bSRt to b(' HO staled thul tlu' saint' may bt' rt'udlly siibmUted in ami exaiiilued 
by (he hoard of Idreetor.s ami the Htm’khoiili'r.s. 

Jtesolred, (hat the said n'solutUaia be reselmled and (bat no furl her esiu'iull- 
ture.s b(' liiadi' under (he same. 

d'lu'st' amendment.s wert' vott'd down ami (In' ;.nbstiln(e was forlli- 
wi(h adopted.’ This (milv plaei* in Align;. (. a fi'W week;-; after 

thci liank Inul tlespatehed its secret, agent to I'niglaiui to thwart thci 
(h»\'ernmen(. in its pnrpo.si*. to redeem (he threi* per cent .stock, an act; 
which of it:S('lf, and more ('specially wlu'ii considered in coniu'etioii 
witli (In' \'lr(nal .sei|nesl rat ion of ilu' (lovi'rnmeiit, fuiid.s (o satisfy a 
groundli'ss claim for damages on account of t.he prolt'sl of (lie !‘'rench 
draft, "and in rt'gard to ( he I’en.sion Agi'iicy,''shows ( hat (he baiilv (h«*n 
rt'gurdcd itself as engagt'd in a struggle h Pont ranee and dei'ini'd every 
nu'tisnn'. tdlowahh' (hat might. Si‘r\(' (o advaiu’c its olljecl^; the only 
rule on which (his hist-step in regard to the funds (d’ (he (lovernnu'ut; 
can lie accounted for.”^ 

hi regard to (he. const ruction Mr. Biddle felt, himself tit liberty to 
pltiet' upon a re;.;obition so worded, its pas age being ueconipanied by 
an (‘Xpress refusal to i-uU upon him (o say what he lunl done with the 
monies ulrt'iidy e.Kpcnded .saw (ho.'^c the outlay of whicli he had been 
tileased to account for, there is no room for misappreheir ion. N'or 
can any doubt exi;”.t as to what lu' det'ined (he numt (‘ligible channel 
through which tlu' powt'r thus conft'rri'd could be I'Ncrted with (he. 
greatest adiantage. It was doubt less intended to operate thi’ough tin* 

* Si*f lluUM' F.xi.t'uUvr hui'niufitlu, aiUl (’uiii'ris'.iv, Ii.t N'li. ntul I'.t fi'c tciun'tK 

iif (lie fViVi'illHlfHt (lll'i‘t.|in.. Ill .Iurl.. lit!. 

'I'lii. rifisi'li Iciiii-inuit v Mil On* iliiuiUKi- rhitiu fur wlili'h whs Ibtull.S (li.i‘liti‘il iiKlUit«t 
(he lUuiU li,\ (Ur ('. S, Slllll l-aii> Ciil!('( nil |l lliiUtl nf Utw. 

®'ritr l■ll|ltl■lll Ilf U)i‘ ji.-icili.ii fimtl-i Willi ji (l!'.[iiili' nf stmiir o.ti'H fiOiiiilhut. tmiiln 

lllf (!i.\l•t■||^ll■.|lC!i (UliOlili. w (I’i lint itlim-i- rrllirl ill! 

^ Viiti nuri-ii, (tiiii;iii.|i(U, i iitilil iiiit (.iiisit.Ut- of thf iiir.silbillly lliiit (In- lUiulCft iitrtaa;l<‘i* 
III IHUl. l-ffii|l,’. to III'... It 1 hllHIsrilil fillrllrUi tii libllft.lt lull .. lUi. lIlHirKlIftll 

Ufl'iUlHlit iuis, Ilf wllilli U .n !ill i-ali)'|.|> llint-lfUl 1J1I|...I lull. 



turn, will never be fully known. Ine empty vaults or mat once 
powerful institution at a not very’ remote subsequent period would 
seem to mock the notion that nothing was done in that way: thirty 
five millions of bank capital are not wasted in a day. But nothing 
can be further from my intention than to say or insinuate, either in 
these surmises or by anything I have before advanced or may here¬ 
after say, unless a change of opinion in this respect on my part is 
distinctly announced, that I believe Mr. Biddle to have been capable 
of abasing his position to advance his own pecuniary interest—as 
the phrase runs to “ feather his own nest ”—^by the acquisition in any 
way of illicit gains. I have always regarded him in that respect as 
a true disciple of Alexander PlamUton, whom I have considered as 
free from such reproach as were Washington or Jefierson. Hamilton, 
who never hesitated to jeopard the general for the support and en¬ 
couragement of special interests, to conciliate the favor and to pur¬ 
chase thus the adherence of the classes engaged in the latter, would 
never have countenanced the application of the public money in direct 
bribery and would not have survived the consciousness of having per¬ 
mitted a dollar of it to reach his own pocket unworthily. I have 
elsewhere spoken of the sacrifice, beyond measure painful, to which 
he submitted to prevent the purity of his official character from be¬ 
ing exposed to the slightest suspicion by accusations which he might 
have defied with safety. Such, I am very confident, was the opinion 
which his great rival Jefferson had formed of his character and 
which he intended to express to me when, speaking on that or a 
kindred subject, he exclaimed “ Hamilton was above that! ” or “ above 
such things.” Such was also, as I believe, essentially the case with 
President Biddle. He engaged in a contest the excitements and irri¬ 
tations of which brought his mind at length to the conviction that the 
aiDplication of all means to influence the conduct of others that could 
be useful and effectual was allowable but he never saw the day, I am 
persuaded, when he would have faded to turn from the mere idea of 
being himself sustained by the wages of corruption with disgust 
and scorn. 
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Such urt wus «;-ivcn liy (ho :iction of his hoai’il of Ditvclors 

■was uot likely (o ivinjiiu huio’ lUK'nijiloyiHl in (lie hands of a niaii like 
Mr. Biddle, especially us its applicaliou looked towards the aeeoni' 
plisluneiit of uii ohjeet. iu' had so uiiieh a(. lasirt and in ri'spta’t. to 
wlii(*h each faeiiKy of his exeilahle iiatui’e Iiad heen slin'cd into ae- 
lion. Ihu'ryt hiny,' was doiihi k‘ss altiMiijih'd to he alVeeled hy it. ilial. 
lay within its rt'aeh hut. Ilu‘ y;n'at. levers hy which tlu'. piihlic. mind 
was to hi' unsettled, tlu* Country di.'draeled and tlu' incoming; lloiis('. 
of Ivepres('n(atives driven from (he anti hank [losilion it was ex. 
]>ee(iHl to assume, were the prostration of ('redit. and tiu' eonseipient. 
disor<j!;ani/.ulion and di'pri'ssion of the htisiness of tin' ('ountry which 
wi're to he hrou^lit about thiad tl»e a;4:(‘ncy of the bard< and at- 
Irihuied to the neei'ssity to which it. had hi't'ii driven of pri'puriny: to 
wind up its utl'airs hy thi* ri'fusal to I'xit'ud its charter, with tin*, ein- 
hhmonnu'ul and I'xa/i'^’crations of tlu' distress thus visited on tIu' land 
to be fulminated durin/j; the. ('omin^' session from tlu' Halls of tkm 
/^ress.' Of the ability of the baidc and its niimerons hranche:., scat 
teivd over the (kmniry, (o prodnci* at will such a slate id’ thinyn no 
intelliyeiit man can entertain a moment's doubt, when he call . i<» ndnd 
tlu' many million:.; which paim'd annually thro’ it . hand', in tla' 
shapi' of discounts, de})0:.it:; and exchani.!,'e:;, foreiy'ii and dome:.tic, to 
which I havi' before alluded, and tlu' control tlu'si' yave to it not. 

only oN'er most of our husines'-- men but also ovi'r (he State hank : a. 

control madi' almost absoiutiv by the possession of the pitldic de¬ 

posits. I'he. a.'sumed preliminary arrauicemenl.: liaNiii”' been com 
ph'ted the lirst impid.se in that. ^r('al llscal and political couj) d’elal. 
hy (he U. S. hank, hy which i(. was (Icsis'ned to dieciplitie tlu' 

majority in out' branch of our National Lepfislature and to humiliate 
another, was i^iven in tlu' month of .Vnyn.'.t, 'This wa ; followed 

up hy tlu' hank wit h otlu'i’s in the :;ame direct ion and ha\ in^ (hi* .'.auu‘. 
ohjects not only nntli t he meet in^>: of ('on;.ri’c:-.. hut far into these .ion. 

" .Anxious to liidnp: what- I dw-irc to say in re ;pcct. to (he conduct, 
of the liank in this eonnectioii within the narrowt'.st i’ompa‘,s con- 
.si;-,tent, with what is due to (ruth, I .--10111 content myself with irans* 
IVrriu^ to thesi' pajL;^es two accounts of it prcjiared at the time with 
much enri' by well known and capable pi-iuicnn-n who, e powei' of 

*lull 1. lltiV, I-Vrl , f.it ,ii I \ III n»!!>‘II |,!ti ■ It. ‘Mill ll)i* 

I'ltltU I I'l li I'IIJ-Uhi.i.U.iI il IMie.'. 1;, III li'.t I, til li.l I-ill!. Itillill' it |i‘ 0‘"1 'll Hl"l II U 

IiiI'.Ijii .'i i-’.imii'ilnii Oil’ 11.(III. liiuili* lH!j<onl..|il i;i;(iit . ni' ii.ilU w til. h r.irilioiIi-t| .-niil t u 

I mil .If. il liirllur ••\li.ill lull. \(lli|.li. lU tiuii, ||. 111.1 lit!'il lhi. fi'.iul Ilf r!|l'|it«i riiilil'i 'I'lli-i 
inllilill.'ll (M'lll t‘u|. ImVIUll I.li.llill,. a l!!!;lll, 111 I lilllali.fl UIl.-.lKll In ;i .iliillli-ll, ililKt 

Iill.llll, '1 111 1 ■ 11 .llii fill- I I'li^ t ritlili II! .U|il'li'il I'', il'l-.l.l Il: lii|t..|in 1 * ;-lUlii.ll(iliUi i.f 

pu.'. ill,.; dll' III', jiiitill.. it.-ill .1 i.i.t litf.i Ilf .l.iil. .Ill':, ill.- piiIUli li htipm hiiii >. iif ((.lilili 
Oiililli., iipp;i!'i III n, f.Ul.il |.. i:r!i p. 'Ih.'if l!i>. llitiil. Wir.- iiiiliii-.ii in llri liii-.iMiii / fur 
p|.|iii'|.| loll :uiil lli.il il: iu!hl'.|j 1 null III (lull Ilf I'ri.illt.i t'l thli I'liil u»‘i liiiji'ls n i:p.iii"iiilo 
fill, fill- piiiiii. , mill..I ii|. K-iliemiil. 

' .Ms. \ 1, p. "U. 





with many others scarcely less able and all abundantly qualified, by 
talents as well as by facilities for obtaining all necessaiy statements 
from the bank, to detect any error of fact or of deduction into which 
Mr. Taney might have fallen; to a body moreover which was soon to 
pass upon his own nomination for the high office for which he had 
been selected and which it was not, at that early period of the ses¬ 
sion, supposed by the sober minded men of either party could be 
brought to strike down a man of a character so singularly unex¬ 
ceptionable without a better excuse than that of expediency or parti¬ 
san prejudice. It was fi'eely and fearlessly committed to the hands 
of men who had the strongest possible temptation to arraign and con¬ 
demn him if it could be shown that he had done injustice to an im¬ 
portant monied institution under the impulse of political hostilitj?’. 

Mr. Taney thus speaks of the conduct of the bank upon the subject 
under consideration: 

The situation of the mercantile classes also rendered the nsnal aids of the 
bank more than ever necessary to sustain them in their business. Their bonds 
for previous importations were, as before stated, constantly becominp; due and 
heavy cash duties were almost daily to be paid. The demands of the public 
upon those engaged in commerce were consequently unusnally large and they 
had a just claim to the most liberal indulgence from the fiscal agent of the 
Government, which had for so many years been reaping harvests of profits from 
the deposits of the public money. But the bank about this time eluinged its 
course. 

By the monthly statement of the bank dated 2d Aug., 1833, it 
appears that its loans and domestic bills of exchange, pur¬ 
chased and on band, amounted to_$64,160,340.14 

By the monthly statement of the 2d Sept, 1833, they ap])eur 

to have been- 62,653,850. 50 

By that of the 2d Oct, 1833, they were:___ GO, 094,202,93 


Reduction in two months_ 4, OGG, 146.21 

By the same papers it appears that tlu' public deposits, including those for 
the redemption of public debt, the Treasurer’s and those of the public ofiicers, 

were, in Aug-$7, 590,031.47 

in Sept- 9,1S2,173. IS 

in Oct- 9, 868, 435. 58 


Increase of the public deposits in two months_ 2,2GS, 504.11 

Total amount collected from the community_ G, 334,050.32 


i 
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Thus upwards of six millions of doUars were withdrawn from the business 
of the Country by the bank of the United States in the course of two months. 
This of itself must have produced a pressure on the money market, affecting 
all commercial transactions. But the curtailment in the bank accommodations 
of the community was much larger. The policy adopted by the bank of the 
United States compelled the State banks to take the same course in self defence 
and the bank of the United States appears to have resorted to the expedient 
of drawing from the State banks the balances due in specie and to have hoarded 


up the article in its own vaults. 

In August, 1S3S, that bank had in specie_$10, 023, 677.38 

In September _ 10, 207, 649. 20 

In October _ 10,663,441.51 

Showing an increase of specie in two months_ 639, 764.13 


This sum it is believed was chiefly drawn from the state banks. To fortify 
themselvt's those banks were compelled to call upon their debtors and curtail 
their accommodations; and so large a proportion of these calls are always paid 
in their own notes that to obtain $100,000 in specie they are probably obliged 
to call for four or five times that amount. To replace the specie taken from 
them by the bank of the U. States and to provide for their own safety the State 
banks, therefore, must have curtailed from two to three millions of dollars. On 
the whole it is a fair estimate that the collections from the community, during 
those two months, without any corresponding return, did not fall much short 
of nine millions of dollars. As might have been expected complaints of a pres¬ 
sure upon the money market were heard from every quarter. The balances 
due from the State banks had, during the same time, increased from $368,- 
969.98 to $2,288,573.19 and, from the uncertain policy of the bank, it was appre¬ 
hended they might suddenly be called for in specie. The State banks, so far 
from being able to relieve the community, found themselves under the neces¬ 
sity of providing for their own safety. 

A very large proportion of the collections of the bank in August and Septem¬ 
ber were in Philadelphia, New York and Boston. In August and September 

the curtailment in Pliiladelphia was- $195, 548. 69 

Increase of public deposits- 646, 846. 80 

Actual collections by the bank- $842, 395. 49 

Increase of public deposits in New York-$1, 396, 597.24 

Deduct increase of loans- 331,295.38 

Actual collections of the bank 
Curtailment in Boston was— 

Increase of public deposits— 

Actual collections of the bank- 765,334.33 765, 334. 33 

Total collections in the three cities- $2, 673, 031. 68 

It will be perceived that it was solely thro’ the increase of the public de¬ 
posits that the bank raised balances against the State banks in New York, and 
was placed in a situation to take from them at its pleasure large sums in specie. 
And when it is considered that those curtailments and collections of the bank 
of the United States necessarily compelled the State banks to curtail also we 
shall bo at no loss to perceive the cause of the pressure which existed in the 
commercial cities about the end of the month of September. It was impossible 


1,065,301.86 

717,264.45 
48,069. 88 
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Ili:if fill' (*(iiiiiiici’ci:il (’(initiililiil.v ('uiild sii-ilnilu'il it'fll' mti>'h tuni’i'r uttili'i- 

siicli !i [Kilicy. Ill dll' Iwii siii-fi‘i'iliri;V niuiitli-^ t!i«' I'l'Hi mI' Ihf luuil, unulil 

Iiroliiihly IijiN'i' <‘\i‘(’i'(li‘il ltvi‘ iiiilliitit'^ liiiiri* iiml tin* Si.ili' biUik-; uinilil huvc lifcn 
(d I'urlnil in iili isiiuil sUisi. 'I'ltr ffilui ! imi iii i.iiiili ;ii < i'inuinil;ii i,,ii . i,, 
(III- :I1IUIUI|( 111’ Iiiiii'lfi'li liitlliuiis of (lulliir--: ill Iniif uniulh-i iim .! h.ni- iiliu.i-,[ |,||t 
nil (‘till 111 (null': nml Iirl’nri' (lie lir-.t m' iicinlicr iIh-i .iirr in dn* iirlui'i|i;ii 
cniiiiiK'l'rial cilirs hail ll('l•^||ll• sn iiili'ii-n I h;U i( rii!i!i! ina lia'.i- Inrsi ninhii'fil 
uitli-li IniK'.nr willioiil dll' inii'-l si'i’inii'. I'lnda rra- .un'iii .. Ir ua. !li,-n ilady in 
ri'rasiii!’: atiil, I'rniii dm Im ii iiil’ni’iiial imi dial 1 lian' Imcn nbli' (,i i-tiiain, 1 juii 
iu'i'snaili'il dial if dm puMir itmiiim; rimni;nl r..r ti'\<'Miii-h id p.-i u r..uniii|.-d (m 
I m (h'jiusili'il In dm haiih nf dm l‘ni!i'tl Slaim I’.n* (un ni'-i.dn i..n.'.T and ll had 
aillmri'il In dm i)fipri".'d\r nT |iiiln'\ w hi>-h il pur m-d dni iii.-. din juu 

prcri'dini; ninnlhs a wiiln Npri'ail .•■I’l'im t>t’ haiilvi npli v and i niu mu i ti.tic fni 
Inwf'il. 'I’imri' was im alli'i'tialh I' dmrrpii'i' lnr t la-'1 I '-a an • 1 a-p-.s!iiii*nl Piil {u 
arl a( nriim nr ahaiiiliin dm nlijimt nitimi'dmr, liuim. ,.i dm hi p.-a I'luirartar 
WiMlhl lint pi'i'ini! dm ladiT I'niif-.i' nlid 1 did m-l hm Uaf>- pminp!ly tn rrmrl 
In dm /'ni'itmr. | N'ilmd di'ri-iirr, \ nl. hi. p. pid. | 


'1 h(' niriailiiK'id nf (hn hank .■ iik l•tiUl•tlE (a (hn jnmpafat inn ,,1‘ tki-; 
piilU'p, as (icrivt'd fruni ils ow n I'fjiurl-. w a a t'nllnu ; Imt v. .mu tlin 
lii-sl Ilf Dimciiilmi', whii'h Wa * {ip* day Imri.i'n (’nudtv ■ nmt and tim 
(h’sl id rliily, is:’.!, u linn (’nnnim;.,.,; adjinnan'd, s:'., ; imiurm t!n> 

lirsl (.r ,/idy and (Im lirnf nf S.'idnidmr. s:‘.,'di;:,.l, l; ti.i.d r.'ilu.-iinii 
ill lliirli'i'ii nnuillis, iiirlndiii-'- (Ind (nnk l.id'nim tin- lir ( t,f 

Dirnriiilmi’, $I7,Idi),s;d iijmn a di-I'nijuJ linn nf i\(\ finn- nulimu .at 
whirli i( (u.mI Aiiirip i !;( is:;;;, u In-u i( , .'lirtailnmnl <■nt.uu.•tu•nd : and 
all (Ids uasdnni' uldl-.t (In* I d n nriminnl di‘j>ir ((■. jn (hr li.ihl. had nnlv 
lu't'ii t'l'dui'nd fi\i' millions imtunm dm }ir-( of Anyii t 1 <;;; and tlin 
lir.'-l of Aiiidisl Is.'.l. 


i him (It,'rnadi'i'(ll ri'jmrmn and ralli-rf (im ahom* hi inf n\t r.m( 
rnun Mr. 'laimy's ri'jiori ,,l, nru« (hr nlnanm (hr di linnUu- 
and dm oh\ imp. iVncdotn ria.m nidmi- m i<r\ r m* |ia ■ imi vdmli . h.ir.m 
(prixa its .datmimul of Ihr l':ml-. ihai Imjoiur (o thr ram and dm llTi'. 
l!•ap:ahl^■ lu-oofs i( drdii.m from dmni that dm :mf- imj.ut.'d f.. tin- hank 
wcro M.InnIary ami u mm dm r.-ult., of a pri'roiirm (rd jdan («» di ..r 
yh'Uiizn and hrnaiv iiji, at k-a t loi-a i-a on.flmsv-imuofnindit.iindnr 
whicii (Im ('ountry u a- timn am! had hn,-,! f..r a Ion.-1 mm n.irn.'d on 
with lair siumt'and (o throw apj.ari'in 1\ m urmonntahln nh (arlt-i 
in dm way of i(s fardmr jiron.mnt tun. tu fi,. up (J„. Siat,* hmd. . hand 
and foot, and, (hti;; luammlnd. In nvhihit (othrirvinw dm m-.m tt\ of 
rlosinpr tlmir door.u as dm nmialii jmmiity uf an> a • i- tam'n dm\ nn-hf 
lie (mn|iti‘d to all'ord dm (iou>rmimn( by dn-; iqiply of pkmn ..f dnpo at 
lor dm imhlin fund-, in Itmi of iIn nun vault .. and, a . an umnoidahln 
ronsmiimimr, to 1111 llu* I'onniry with i-M-itmumit and pani.-. 

'I’lial thin was nndm'takmi with a latmil .Imd-n mi (hr hank’, part, 
aftrr it, hail furrt-d an (sxlmision of i(N rhartrr from dm fi-ar of thr 
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Oomitry^ to rceoiistnict; tlu' sysic'iu (hiis nuh'ly an'(‘s((‘tl is liif^hly 
]irol)iiblc, po.rliaps iiiulonbtotl. 

T (■•aimot. take, it ii])on luysc'lf lo say llial in llu- niinn'rous inani- 
;f('stoos of llic bank, in ilio repoiis of ('oiumiltiM's (l('\'oii'(l {n ils sup¬ 
port or ill public spci'clu's, procc't'diu^’ from similar soiircus, ilurii- 
uu'uls Avbick, from (lu'ir obvious tU'si^ni (o pt'rviul instead of to luaiu- 
tain the truth, soon ht'came. ohsidele attempts were not made to over¬ 
throw Mr. Talley’s facts and to ('Xplode his dednetions. Hut that, 
siieh aiteinjits were unalteiuUal with the sli<>:hlesi success is certain. 

.My next I'xtnict is from a spi'cch nuuh' by (’linrchill ('. C'anilire- 
lonjL!:, a ^tenlleiuan who desiu-vedly occupied i\ hiyli position aiuou'i: 
th('. ablest and pnri'st of the repiH'sentalivi's wliom the ynait. city td’ 
Ish'.w York has, from lime to linup simi to tlu' National la'^'islature. 
It ^vas a partisan spei-ch made. Ind’ore. lh<‘ Ivcpuhlican yoimi'’ men of 
New York, in tlu> course' of a political eampai_ii;u, tlu' lu'xt. after llu'. 
lianie. session and after the ^anie which liad ('uyrossed ils attention 
was suhstiintially playi'd oiil, lt.;i statement:: may therefort' lie (akeu 
with a portion, tho’ not a hirye one, of the allowance which i;; emU' 
moldy and properly made in sueh eases. 1 lunm known Mr. ('ano 
hreh'uc; lonfi: and iiiiimatf'ly and I am quite ;.nre that I well under” 
stand his character. .V Noi’fii ('aroliidan by birth and a fi’ieiid and 
iliseiple of Nathaidu'l Macon he. has fhronyhont, our inierconr;:e dem¬ 
onstrated himself to my ohsc'rvution as litme:.! a - the :.iee|\ard ami 
us diri'ct. in (he pursuit (d’ hi.s pnrpo.-i' as a shot from a cub’criu, 
lie is a eleai* lu'uiled, pain.staUin^, indefatiyahli' and con-i'ieidions 
man, ardent in polities but incapable of knowinyiy saNinp; anylhin/i; 
to udi'anei' his can.st' \\liich he does not beliext' to be t rm*, and, (o 
ini' at. li'ust, hi' alway.s sei'ineil to be as anxiom. and careful in rer.pect. 
to his representation of facts as if he was under oath. Indeed 1 
ha\('. ne\er known a man {<> wim-e ;-.fab'rnenls I would more I'cadily 
trust, my own interi'.ts. Proudly eoii.'.eiuiis of the eliaraeter he had 
acquired there, was .small danp;er that he would eoniinit himself to 
any averineids in tlie presence of Idm. eoiist it iient:. upon a mo:d. e.x- 
citing siihji'et which he luul not fully eonsidered. W'hal he said 
on the oceusiou referred to was spciken and piddi bed in (lie vicinity 
of (he. bank, hy the. side of the mo.st important, of it . hrauchc::, and 
was liahh', if indrne, bj be expo .ed and eontrailicfed at the nionient, 
am! I know that, nothing I'oiild lia\e been mori' mortifying' to bim, 
apart, from any impeachment of hi-. (ndhrnliie. s, than to h:i\e heeii 
eonvieteil of imu’enruey Upon the .sillijec’t, nor any p;re;der pains 
taken l,o hi' eorreet. 

'I'lif lir.Nt .sirp uit.ra liy tlic liutil,, llu* anld) w:ei nii lie- jUih !;r<l 

year, (l.sr.Ui Ihf .m.i-hiuI «iii the Iwi tu’ i ii-tulifi', 'rii.> Itiu:. lulnplcil liy 

(In* r.niO'd nrillTcil 1 !i(U ttu* pfi’lliimil I'll :.l|iii|hl lif ailVllUrrii lhal no 

lilll:; hhaultl Ih‘ piirelui'.fil, e.M’cpl oa lla* .Vllsmtlc Muliili* uial N« \v < U'- 
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loans, JUKI ill. .shurlcr dali's- tiuit laniis in tho intoriiu- nUi.uI.I bo (■..iiM'im.hI ini.i 

bills (III llu'si' cilit’s- -lliul Hit' bnini’Iii's Nbitnlil (Iini'iuk iniu* ... iln- iinlcs 

nl' distant Stato banks that tbo balanoos uaaiUNi all Mioh banUs shunt.l b<- 
(•(.Ilfcti'd, and lla* bank iniiandialoly rutisntfiiood a ranid ourtaiiinout. 'fh.'... 
lunasurns caIciilatod In ruin aur luorflmnts, liroak unr iiruitniiuu . and dl .lurli 
liar fiiiTi'iicy and oNcliauLa'S, wern adnixod !ll•.;ulS(• utli.-r banks u.-r.- abuiu tn 
be cmidnyi'd In cnllnrl tin* public n-viaiUo! Su<'h worn the pn-paraliuna jinidn 
lur an nxplusinn nil (la* luoi'lili.a nl’ <'nin-.n-ss. With Ihr -o auii tlii‘ oaiuiiai'ni 
ounuiunn'i'd \ ia'iu'ously, its rrionds in Imib llun-os ninaiod in lull os'_\. uluto tho, 
opiM’aliniis nl’ Ibo Mxohanao Cnnunllloo worn aoiivo in o\i‘r> part nt (bo I'niun. 
':riu‘ rosnlulintis nl’ (bo Idtli Anpust woi'o ^•^p!•ossly dosiano.l tn arm rbo I.ran- boa 
on (lu* Allanlio, and cspooially Ibo N.'W \nrk lifaiiob, with luinN in lulls at 
liinoly days tn on>ali' a dolu uKainst tlm Inoal Imnlos I ndor tin- ro.ulndons m' 
bntb dales sntiio tbiia.N' nr I'orty laiUinns hi bills w.-io ibmun inbi iiio \tliinlio 
(•ilios, iMnbilo and Nnw (ifloatis, Inr onllooiinn, W Idlo iho o milliuns w.-ro 
drawn I'rnm tlio dimlnisliod rosniu’.'os nt’ iuir dis(Vf'Si*d nii'rotuud-. ami uliilo 
till' Ini'jil banks wnrn jilariiiotl nl lliolr noiautiulaiina dolus tn tin- braiiohos tho 
jaildio nion wm'o aiiiusi'd with \vooKl.\ ataiotuoni ; nk [hoir tb .lujnl . lo an .li 
donoo nl' tbidr I'rioiabUdp. Ariuod uilb (lio'-o nullinns in W .■ torn draii , with 
balanoos sloadll.\ ai'oiiiniilal Ina, llio branoh at \ov. ^ urk w until Inn.- drawn 
Iroiii niir nity banks (lioir Iasi d.dlar an.l unuld Inno luidaui o'.» r\ baid» ni Ibo 
llninn had imt tlio ,Soiu*i-lar\ nl' ilio'rroasnt'j, boiwoon ibo dnib Si jUondu i- and 
Ihi' 1st April, provonlod tluil brauob Irnm onHootin;, ss,/ i'.u.ihhi bad la* not 
ariiwal niir oil y hist i t at inns with noar niiio ml iHuif. lu tloi.-ii.l tho u b.do t 'mint ry 
In this war upnii Its I rado and ourrono.\. |/'.r//u tll.dio, ls:;i. paa.' isi.i 

'.rill' !iil(li(.i(UiaI iloltiils (if (lio .slops Inlvoii hy l!)o iiank In inmiho 
and (Miiliarrass lln* orodil ; ami laisiiiO'S of tho Country laml tliov 
are iiowliopc sn iiilollifronl ly ."htlod) oiiiliftioo.l lln* fruiln of unwo 
nudil.s iiiahiriMl timl dovohipnioiil • imido ; iiliMujindii ti> Mr. 'I'.'im'y’;: 
rt'pnrl, and whioh. a:; far ;i.'« llioy (*\i led whou (ho latlor w tm pro- 
ptircd WOI'O known only lo (ho IkAohaiiih' i'ninnitlfoo and porhaps to 
its politioii! (’onlidiuits. Both Mr. 'rtinoy timl Mr. <'anihndonp: 
hinl, (ho' in did’oroiil doirroos, (ho romo\:d td' (In* dopo i(-. a a 
llloa^;llro (ioloriuinod upon in oonsmpionoo id' (ho oiiiiaihnont !p\, (ho 
htink of i(s lino of disrotinl, and on roforrin»^ (o (ho lili" ttf (ho 
i)ank pros;; tind olhor, ohannols thro’ wliioh that int it niton w:i do 
fotulod i(. will ho found (lad those onrttiilmonts aro jmtiliod ami 
c.Koiisod tin (ho ground llntt (hoy h:id boon inado imli pon ahlo hy 
tlb' rmuovid nf tho doposits, 'I'hoso imsiimpl ions on oithor siiio uort‘ 
in the. niitin iinfoiiiidod. d'ln* two pntroodinn’s pan na.-li ofhor 

nnd wori' imml nftor tludr sippoaninot' to s.lnitioihou (ho ror.portivo 
positions whioli lh(‘- Prosidoiit. Jind tho hank had assimiod: thov, 
notwith.stamlinyr, oriiiiiitdod in soiiroos siihsitintiully if md wholly 
indopomh'iil. of caoh othor. 

In rospoot. to Itis own aotion, Mr. 'Ttinoy took tho o:oc as i{ tood 
at the' iiioiiKMit. and tho rotisons and molivos hy whioh ho wa 
e.rnod in oonsoiitin/^; l(r lu* tho ji<roni. for tin* roiuovtd of iho dopo.'its 
wt'ro, doiihiloss procinoly huoU us ho dostmihod tliom. Bnt, ns has ul- 
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muly 'Ik'-cu in i)art oxplaini'tl, (ha(. uu'asitiH', if saiisl'aflory arranyv- 
.iiu'uts llu' StaU". banks bn iiiatl(>, was in subslaiua' lUv 

cideil upon by Jbvsitb'ni. tlackson sonio thri't' months before Mr. 
Taney eame into (lie Tnaisiiry I)ei)arlnuml, 'The .Presidenl. ri'- 
^•a.rded (he. qiu'sdon of (he eon(inuanee. td’ (lu‘ 'bank as di'ti'rnuned 
by his own re-eh'ciion and was, from (he moiuenl. (d‘ (ha(. even!,, 
rc'soh’ed (ha(. no(hin^ shonld be wauling on his paii, (o carry in(o 
elFect. (he. declared will (d‘ tlu'. la'ople. lie had seen imouyh, in (he 
summer and aiilumn of IShii, of the reckless n.si' (lu' bank was<‘aiiable 
of making'of the funds under il.s<‘on(roi (o promole. i(s own ends (o 
sland in iiei'd of no furduu' [iroof on (hai. [mini, d'lu' larndmi. of (he 
bank af(er (he result of (he elcclion was known sadslied him be- 
.yond a, doiib(. (hat. it had (Uhermined (o conliniu' llu* war, a con¬ 
clusion fully <‘onlirmed by (he. proct'cdinys (d‘ (he. me(‘(in<x of .s(oi'k-- 
holders in Au^arsl, carryin/jC oi!(. (he. wishes of Mr. diddh' by in- 
s('ruc(.in^ tlu'. direclors (o riuu'W llu^ applicalion for a new <-harb'r 
at (he lU'Xt si'.ssion, and h(‘. was (Mpially d(*lermined dial dn* public 
monies should not, so far as h<‘ I'oidd riyhl fully prevent it, ayain 
conslituh' pari of ils re-'ources for (he c.<iullic(. I| was, bcsidc.s, in- 
disp(‘nsabl('. dial, mev places (d‘ deposit siiould In* providtal, and las 
was dll' last man likely (o post pone so es.seniial a [loiul in his ar- 
ran^’emi'iils until (he eve. of the badle wliii’h it bccaiiu' I’crtain he 
would have |.o (iy;h(. *■ o'er ayaiu).'' lie, (herefori', from the monlh of 
thine till ils consummalion, kept (hut. imporlanl. measure (he re- 
moN’al of dll', di'posils <’onsian(ly in view, resolved to do nothing 
rashly, nolhini^ that, wouhl work umu'ci'ssary harm to da' bank oi’ 
furnish it. with ^^roinids for sinister appeals (o public sympalhy, but 
as lirmly di'cide.d to omit or mmlcct, nolhiny that. mip:hi. be di'iiuinded 
by ( 111 ', exi/^encies of the occasion, lie ilid indecil use the subseipient 
a.btisi'S of ils power by llu' bank, in the papei* Im riubmitted to his 
('abinet and in his messages to ('ougresis, (o .slrengthen the position 
hi' had (akeii, but. he nowhere sel (hem up a-;" furni-.hing the 
original grounds for taking it. Such was die ca;:e also with (he 
bunk in regard (o the measures it. adopted to im|)air (he credit •; of 
the (k)Un(ry, to obstruct, ils business and to lilt it with distraeiiou 
and [lanic, d'hese were Ihi' bitter fiaiils id’ counsel; and deci-.ioir; 
long anierior to (he suggestion of (he removal of (he public de- 
[losils, or perhaps to (he tlunight. of remoi'ing (hem, and wamld have 
been pul. in opera.!ion a( die - amc time and with (be same views if 
(he ili'posits had no( bi'cn reiiuned. 

Putt, alllio’ that great mea.siirc, which, us far as 1 know or ever 
had rea.son to lielieve, had its origin in (he (h'lierars own breast 
and in the execution of which a( all events he took llu* lead of all 
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the friends about him availed more than any, perhaps than all 
the others that were adopted to frustrate the flagitious schemes of 
the bank ”—(as they were truly and aptly termed by Mr. Appleton,^ 
of Boston, who had been its early friend) it was not the occasion 
of them, and proved indeed, in many respects, to its confederated 
supporters a valuable windfall. It enabled the bank to substitute 
for the application for a renewal of its charater, in support of which 
it was at the moment acting, a fresher and far more popular issue, 
that of seeking redress for a great public wrong which it charged 
to have been committed b}^ an arbitrary and unconstitutional exer¬ 
tion of Presidential authority. Under that disgviise its supporters 
were enabled to promote its interest more effectually than in any 
other way. It was to them a welcome, change in ‘the front of 
battle ’ which relieved for a season the object of their exertions and 
hopes from the odium which naturally attaches itself in the ]public 
mind to all applications for monopolies, more especially when they 
are supported by exceptionable means and when, as in this instance, 
they have been pressed ad nauseam. 

The strong, tho’ in my judgment, necessary and constitutional 
ground taken by the President in removing Mr. Duane when the lat¬ 
ter refused to carry out his policy, after engaging to do so or to 
resign, enabled the bank to give the new issues which arose out of 
it a high degree of plausibility by means of the extensive control 
it had acquired over the jpublic press, presenting as it did a favor¬ 
able opportunity for an appeal to the inveterate and honest preju¬ 
dices of the people against what was called ‘ the one man power.’ 
But these were neither the only nor even the principal advantages 
the bank derived from the chance thus afforded to blink, for a sea¬ 
son, the principal question on which the Country was again to be 
divided, and divided moreover under circumstances more stringent 
and dangerous than had before existed. There were scattered thro* 
the Congress and in gi-eater proportion thro’ the body of the people,, 
particularly in the Southern States, a number of clever men, many 
of whom still occupied distinguished rank in the Democratic party 
and most of whom had been Iniown for their constant opposition 
to a national bank on the ground of its unconstitutionality. Of 
these some through private griefs and others by open difference 
of opinion from the Biesident on various subjects had been drawn 
into the ranks of the bank party and were now in their hearts 
desirous that the bank should triumph, if for no other reason 
than to break down Jackson and the administration. They however 
did not think the prospects of success as yet sufficiently auspicious 
to justify them in venturing to vote for it directly, a course which 
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VAUild ollVtMilually iinpii^xn llu'ii' past prt'tonsionK, i)ut., whilst iu)t 
(piito ri{)o to support ils applionlion for a now chartiu*, Ihry could 
all 1)0 ivliod on t<> t:dvc open and (h'cidcd ‘j.Tound with (ho bank 
ap:ains{, (ho removal of (ho doposKs and in favor of (ludr roslora- 
tioii. 1 f (ho passairo <»r a bill or joiid, rosolidion din'ct inii: (ho juiblit^ 
deposits (o be restored (‘ould bavo lioon procured, sonu' of ilu'SOi men, 
without, whoso voles (ho bill to oxteiul (lu' oharttu* of (ho bank 
could slid not have passed (ho House, would donhdoss, by an easy 
gradation, have reached (ho entin' idian^xi*. of 4>n opinion which most, 
of (hem already repirded as an incuinhrance and wcudd havi^ voted 
for that bill. Watkins hei< 2 :h, of Vir/j^iniu, in many n'sp('cts ot'cu- 
pie<I such a position. An ediu'ated man and disiin|!i:uislu>d lawyer, 
(hen n'pnvsendn^ ^'irgiuia in (lu^ Seindt', lu^ (ksdannl on ils floor 
(hat. lu‘ had made (In', (piostion of <’onstitutional powt*r Ids study 
and hud. arrived at a (“hair convitdioii that. Ilu' constitution, which lu'i 
had, on entering (ho Senate, sworn to support, conferred on ilu‘. 
('‘on^P’c'ss no aidhority to (‘stabli^h such an institution, l)ut. (hat. lu^ 
could ytd. briuijc hims(d f to \ot(' for one to aioitl a i.n'oater o\il. d'hi-s 
evil !u'. (houyhi- ho saw in (In* arbitrary cxt'rcioo of iinconst it ut ional 
powi*r of which In' accused (In* Pre.ident. d'lu' opportunity of f^riv- 
in<r such a vote*, under circiuio.lances I'cmh'i'incf it. (-(‘rtain (hat- a hill 
(o (ho ('(h'ct described would la* carried by it, was lu'ser pr<'s(‘n(<'d 
to Mr. lx'i/ji:]i; if it had he<'n so prc'sented in tin* coun-ie of (hat winii'r 
1 lun'o ne\('i’doubled that-In* W'ouhi hai'i* availed him.self of it. 

d'luis tin* lU'W slatpe wbieb (lie la'iiioval of (In* th'posils I'uabh^d 
(he hank to to tin*, issin* wi(!i wliieh its suppori('r.s enic'red upon 
(•he. panic session, esjiecinlly as no one eoidd douhl- tlnd (heir siiei’e.'^s 
in eompidlin^ (lu' resloralion of the deposits would bi' tlu' luirbiufjjei' 
of its re-ineorporidion, was a clear and important adv;in(a|^i* om*. 
whieh, if it had been v.i.sidy used, mi^ld huvi* mndt^ tin* rt'sult of tln^ 
s( moi’e doubt fid. 

Salistied (hat. it had doin' its full ^.llare toward ; proilucin;^ that 
eoudition of (be public mind which uus tlnmfi:Ut ncct'ssary (o (lu* 
nccomplisinnenf. of (lu'ir re.spcctivc purpo-n*-., (he bank waited only 
Hu* opening of (iu» (‘on|i:ress for (In* perforniance of t In* part a; si|^ned 
(o her nlli(*s. Uelyin^ on tln'ir lidelity to the common cause its 
tru.sted tuaua^ifers and nil oiit'-hie friends who had liecii initiated intt) 
llu* mys((‘ry of (he (‘vil times stood reiuly, at tin* appoinl(*d signal, to 
send to tin* National (kipittd the wail;-- of di--.(i'ess pia'pared for Ihe 
oeeasiou whieh, \vhen .set to jianic notes and re ei'hot*tl from it^; walls, 
would it. was confidently espeeted. caiea* every man of liiisiin‘ss and 
especially (hose who were dependent upon ci’cdit to quake with fear, 
friends as widl us foe^, it beiu'x wtdl uinlerNtood tlnd iu> jianie would 
he n'pirdcd us real which was ind gi'iicrul. Before .belt liny hiiii-self 
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at oil for (hi', si's.sion Mr. (May paid Mr. Biddlo a at 

.Philadclpliia. MVMlli iuo\a'Uu*iits in coidi'iiiplation, ni whirli tln-y 
Aveiv, tlu'. coidriN'crs and rldof I'Uii'iiU'i'rs, of a iMiararlrr .'o iiuporiant, 
so c<)in[)ri'lu'nsi\'i'. and, may 1 not add, ron>id('rina' (hi' itdclliu'i'iiia' 
of ilu‘, poopli'. to^whoiu (iioy would uHiimdrly liavo (o afniimt lur 
IIkmu, ho ri'i'kk'Hs also, (lu'ri' wi'i’o, of roiirso, preliminary point', lo 
bo sotdod wldcli oonid not hi' salVIy .suhmitti'd to a multitude of 
couneelloi's. 'Tlu'se, or (he mo.st. material of them, we ha\e a ri|Ldd, 
fi'om subsoil lien I. de\’elopnients, to infer, wer<> settled in the iuler \ iew.s 
whieli t.ook plaeo between those aentlemeu on that oeeu'ion, and one 
of them was, 1 do not. at all doubt, (hat which I have belore alluded 
to as bai'in^ been nppermo.st. in Mr. (May’s mind from the be<jfin 
ninjLi’-the quest ion of the political leadership of the bank fori’O'; in 
the. eampaii!;!! in which they had thus far pro<rre: ■ cd and of which 
they wei*e. about, to t'liler upon (hat portion e-pi'cially committed to 
(lie skill and dariuju,'of polit i(’ians. Mr. (May, I am sali lied, did not. 
leaA'e IMiiladeli )hia be fore it \^•as dc'linit i \ ely .■ci (Ital bi*( u een Mr. Bii Id le 
and himself that, in ail (hat was politii’al in the futuia' nio\'enien(:. (d’ 
(.he allies, (he. I’eins should be placed and kept in hi hand, ami (bat 
in respect, to deei.sion.s in (he last resort, hi,- eoiili-ol bould be both 
absolute and exelii.sive. MMie time had ai’riimd when he eould no 
lonii'er atford and would not con-ent to t tats.l to arranirement - le . 
delinite and eonipreheU'i\c. WMiateitu’ may !ia\e biaui the condition 
of others he was a free aixent. MMie liank coithl exerci.-.e no edutrol 
over his aetioms and Mr. Biddle wa:> made to nnder.-.land that uch 
Wei-e (.lie. conditions on which alone (he latter could recei\e hi aid 
and (hat without a coinplianee with them he would not pj-neeed 
anot.iier step in t hat direct ion. MMie- 1 * .are .• ( rony a umpfion but the 
reader will, in (he sequel, .say whellier (hey are not. a,, true a.- tronw. 

MMie relations between Mr. (May and .Mr. \\‘eb; ter if e\er iwen 
intimate had bi'cn so only dnrin>r brief periocl , when they were 
thrown (om'lliei- by accidental and imperative circuni farn’e : i-eall\ 
friendly and eonlident ial, in the .seiwe in which the lattei’ relation 
obtains between men wln> sincerely liki' each oilier, tliev bad never 
lieen, there is ^ood I’eason to lielieve in tlu' eotir e of (heir live . .\(, 

(he moment of vvldeh we are :j>eakin,Lr (here vva-. not a ve.tlu'e of 
that .si'utiment on either .side. What Mr. Biddle';, personal prefer 
erenees, as between (hem were, I have never had . nilieient ojqior 
(unity to form a reliable ojiiniont from his general character ami 
Ills tempei' 1 would infer (hat ' he leaned to (he . ide of Mr. (Mav, 
but. of that, 1 know nolhiuLW neither vvas it material foi- (hey liml 
all arrived at. a crisis when such feelin//.-^ lo.st their power over the 
eondiiet, of publid men. It. was at. Mi\ W'ebster (hat the arraiip*- 
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till'. ilisCmclioii!^ in pi-o^iu'cl was apprehended no other (piar- 

tor hilt I'roin this it wiis appreliended. 'I'liere were, besides, reasons 
in iK'liair oT (he exelusion of Mr. W't'hslI'r from tlu' hauh'rsliip of 
a, inori‘. o-imeral and not less eoexait eharaeter. I hat po-.( had lietui 
awarih'd to him at tlu' pi'evious s(’ssion, partieiilarly in tin* di.seu.s- 
sion on the, veto iMe.ssup:i' which was i‘Xpc‘eled to exert e.intiadliny: 
inllucmee. on the then eoiuiny; Presidential (deelion, and, ns 1 have 
said, he- di.sehar^.i-ed {lie duties imposed upon him with singular 
ahilitv. His position, on thid ueeasion, for reasons eh ew here pd\en, 
Avas in iw'i'rv respect fa\‘oral>h' to a lull dm(dopineiil td his power.s. 
IVIr. (‘lav, if the part had been assigiusl to him, enuld not have 
Hik'd it so well, Mr. M'ehsler's f-eont rol, hir; superior rea mniim’: 
powers and his peeuliai* suhiilty in dc'hali' mmk' him (In' most fit 
man for the' hour. One unramiliar with the eharaeter of oiir peopll^ 
and with the lie'ht in which Mr. W'ehster wa.". fen.arded h> them, 
could not at (his time review hi.; treatmeid <d' llie ea e, m.'uh' to 
his hand hy (In' operations and appliance; id' the hank, \\iihout. 
lK'in<.»-mna’/i'd at his failure. I’.nt in ■ t'lt'ct iny pini a ; i( . opoko man 
the hank and it;-; pordl('al eonrederatei o\ei'looked :i dl i(u:dilie:if ioti 
on his jiart- which i:-: vei'y apt (o ri'tider the ahh' f pi'akiny una\ail' 
ine- with t-lie people, d'hi-; wa^. not i.iu'pri-inn', fop a political party 
wlui'h sanctions such sli'ps a.o were taken to deleat Pre-idenf .lack 
son';; re-eleetiou st'ldom, if t'Vt'r, a((aehe^: much importance to di; 
(jualilieat ions liki' (hat hi'i’e referred (o, nor t,. it apt, in (he hour 
of defeal, to look to (he immorality of (he, mean ; it ha - U;,ed or 
t,o (he impree'iKihle \trtne (d’ the people for llie eair e.; of if •- din 
eomliture hut sei'k.s (hem rather in <lefee(s. olnioii: oi- latent, in 
the' manner in which time means weo' applied. However diver e 
may (lu'n have hei'n the .'-hade-s of piihlic’ opinion in re peel (n 
Mr, ’W'ehsti'r's .''.uperiority (o (he inlluenee of money in the di 
eiiare-(' of piihlie funet ions, hi - eay:erne,-;*. to hoiaow and the reekle s 
ness with which his loan.s were made were very ni’iierallv known and 
his hi'inje; hir^'ely in; debt to the hank and, so far a '■ (hat went, 
within. I(s power, wa.s imdotihti'd. 'Flii;; exten i\e knowh‘di‘;e of 
his I'ondition in (hat regard, and the indn ! rioim, eireiilution i>^i\ento 
(he fact hy (he friends of (he President and of hi;. e:iu-e romph'tely 
divi'stt'd Mr. Mk'h.stei’V very aide .'-peerhe. of credit with the ehi Se : 
upon whom (lu'y were de-.-iyiied to operate :uid reduerd them to 
the saiiK' h'vel in tln'lr t".tim:dion with what w ;t , ..aid hv the, 
hank' ilsi'lf; a eon.-Iiiei'at ion which, allho' it came to he uiuler food 
will'll it vv.'is too late for (he pa t, .Mr. Piddle would ;eareely have 
felt, hinrelf at, liherly to di-I’eyard a sc-eond lime, wlndevei' may 
have, hei'u his personal feelinij;,, or other view-., upon tiu' -sllhjeet. 
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T 1‘ the objcfl ion alhiili'tl (o had iml I'xistad Mr. t lay would at ill 
have IxHui (Jiu bc'sl. man I'oi’ Uu' a.ppi’nachin^ cidsis. 1 lu'-oontrovor.'.y 
bolwci'n tlu> bank and llu' (loveimuuMd luul now a-unu-d a \i'rv ilii' 
ferent j)basc from lliat which it wore' in 'riicn lbi‘ foimicr had 

at least plausible reasons for calling- i(s posilton one (d' defence. 
Those inleresled in it laid a piudect ri.<xh(. (o ask for a renewal id’ id; 
chaii.i'r. liolh branchi's of the IM'Uishd lire sanci toned (heir retpie. i, 
but t1u^ Presidenl. niMi(rarr/i'd (lunn wishes by his n in, a mea aire 
always before ri'sorled (o wi(h nutch hesitidiou and dislnist one nol 
calcttlali'd In a(( rac( (lu* favor of (he Atneriean pi'ople and oid\ made 
pfipular ill (he ]>rescm( insiaiiei' by (he e^r('a( popniari(y (d' !(■; aidhor 
and by (In', bad eondiict (d’ (he- bank. In such a coidoNf, l)acked as 
ho w'as, ]\!r. \Vehs(er would have been (he very lu'-.(. <d’ leuder.-i if 
his ])C‘rsouaI imh'pimdeiiee. had no( bemi liable (o (|ue.lioti. Hid (he 
.s(rue-ei(‘ on which (he bank had now deleiauined was, wlia(c\er (he 
pn'liuu'i'S wi(h ii'hich i(. was tinder(akeu, one id’ a purely unnressive 
eharac(i'r. It was designed (o make i( one of lil’e or dea(h, and (o 
employ llu' hohlesi- means. l( was indi:“.pensahle that (he leader of 
(he assaiiK. should jiossiss bolh physieal and moral cimrayc, t[ualitite. 
in which il. was ('(|ually nolorious (hal Mr. W'ebster wa . deiicitud a 
(hai Mr. Cday was ai leas( amply for (he occa ion perlmp uper 
abundanlly emiowi'd, I ha\e spoken of (he hu’k of cordialitv in the 
pi'rsonal ridations Ix'iweim (he.se lemen from an tuirly period. ()n 
lookine^ ovi'.r some of my (dd paper,s for (Iu‘ pnrpo-es of (Ids work I 
ibid (he. following numioraudinn of a declaration made (o Mr. l''or. yth 
and myst'If and of one (o me on (he same point by Mr. Hiichaiian. 
Mdien I laid my hand on the paper I had entirely forgotten i( : e.\ 
is(enc(', altho’ I |•(‘memhered well (he fac{ of the declaration; 

.\( (he ennuueiieemetil nl’ (lu‘ Se.ssioii of <'iinrre.s.s w lietl (he eteelinn u us maite 
by (he llnusi'ol’ lleiireseutiUlves (IK'Jiri) Mr. (’lay tnht Mr, h'ors.Mli nmt uosiUi', 
a( a (liuni'i* alven hy (he ({usslati .Minister, (hat IT we eoulU umleohaiid what 
I\Ir. W'etister lueaut (u ito \v<' eouhl tin mure Ue.in In*, unit used e\pre-, 

Hinas lliiUeutiiiK disliUi' and f'l'eut waul nC eniUldenee. 

On the same paper (he followin/i;: 

Dee. .‘iOth IHlhi. Mr, duelunmn, id' I’eiui. (ntd me (Imt, at (tie .ante se-.-a.m, 
182.“), will'll (he hill inakltiK aiiiimiirladnus I’nr (he {m.Miieiu nC the .Sjimdsh 
ehiluiH WHS (lendlmii: In dm I inuse nf Uepreseutadves. (‘lay esuue (<» tdm and 
Huht “ I (hlnlv W(* can imy Ihi'se jienjile wKh land," i’enm which .Mr. P.imhanan 
dl.sseiUed. (hay (hen said, " that ■ - yellnw' ruseal Is (n luoe sTu.ihhi of 
ih(> mniH'.v." Mr. D. asked wlielhet* hi' tiieaiU Wehsler, tn wlileh I'la.N ic setued. 
Mr. It. (hen said (hal he Itmuald W, w'ns a clever iVllnw and he was r.lud he was 
(.n receive sn imieii of (lie iimiiey as he tlimialK he wanted it. <.said (hai if 
w'li.s prohahie that (he treaty nieuiit. ninney lm( dial he would Kive djetii (muhle. 
Shnrlly nl'ler Webster addressed Idm and said dial ('lay aieaiil tn nppnse dm 
lilll beeau.si' lie ( W.l had lUi interest In II, and wNiied bliu iH.) in lul.e some 
uoUia lu; liuU made Lu auppurL Lho bill us Im LliuuKbL it intiirnper, I’miii his sinne 




AUTOBIOGHAl’irV 01'' ArAimW VAN BITTIKN. 


Goa 

lion tlinl: lio should lake pm-l: lu it. Soon iU'lor (ho oouimonoi'moiil ol’ Iho iioxi: 
sossiou ho, (o Ids suriirist', I’ound W'i'hsh'r und Ciny wiilkiniA', arm In arm, hohiiid 
(ho Siioakc'r’s (lhair ami from dial limo forward it close' iidimaoy has suhsislod 
l)0tAV0('U lla'iu.* 

]\ri'. (’iillu)un (lid uoi. c.oiupc'U' for (lu‘ IcacU'Csirp) nor do I lu'liovu 
tliat lie ilesiced it. He vas iukeii into the eoulition, n'ekino: (in the 
esiiniaiioii of the sii])por(ers of (he hank) \vi(h (he Iiad odor of niilli- 
lieatioii, hut re.iuly lo make 'war on his own hook a< 2 :ainst (he adininis- 
(nitiou, a privilege gladly allowed him liy his eolleagues of (lie trium¬ 
virate. His master-passion, at the moment-, was haired towards (he. 
Henerul and myself’ whilst his resenimenis W'oiild Iiavi'. been more de¬ 
servedly direeted against TVIr. Webster. In respect (o myself his own 
suhseiiuent ae(s eonfe.ssed (hat his siispieions of my hostility wt'i’e in 
(he bi'ginning unfomuh'd and aHerwards exaggeraied, ami (he (len- 
eral was, as I know, sinemvly desirous (o alVord relief (o (he, South 
and to eoncirnitc Soiii.h Carolina which would have I’csiaied Mr. ('ab 
houn and his //vVya/.s- fi’oni (hi' perils in which (hey had invohi'd 
(hemsi'h’es. ]\lr. 'Wehst.er, on (he other hand, oppos(>d with great 
pei-iinaeity and not a little bideruess (he ('d’orts of Mi*, ('lay to eU’eet. 
(lu'se resulis, 

AVhilsi, Mr. Clay was thus busily and Warily I'mployed in fortify¬ 
ing (he ground he intended (o (K‘eu|»y in (hi' approaehiug struggle ■ 
an oeeasion, whieli was destined (o bring him and liis able and life¬ 
long eontemporaries, Calhoun and Webster, side by side, In a 
parti.san field with thi' fires of ambition nnqui'uehed in their hreasf.s 
and each alike eonseioiis (hat, time and events hud made the. present 
their mdy eluinee for reae-hing (he goal that had long attrneied (,he 
nspirations and be.st energies of each,-"(he sagaeiotis and wily New 
Hnglander was not idle. IMiiladi'lphia was in his eour.se to the seat 
of (iovernment, and his (emporaiw .sojourn (here, at a erifieal 
inomi'id, was (iu'refori'; less liable (o (ho. noloriefy and speeidations 
attaehed to tlud, of Mr. Clay, d'hat he. did no(. fail to inform him- 
.self befoi-i' hci left. IMiiladeiphia, of (he eomdiisions in res|)eet (o the 
po.sition which had (here, been allotled (o him for (he coming winter, 
is certain. How this wuis done it, would now in' dillicull ami is in 
no way mnteidal to discover. It, is not improlialde (hat- his friend 
Mr. Biddle, with tlie oir-hand fi’ankne.ss of Ins characlei', "comnmni- 
ciiti'il i(, to him, Avith suit aide delicacy, as one. of llie lu'cessilics of 
their condition; i)U(, howevi'r (liis may liuvc been, (hat. he arrivotl at. 
Washingloii with full knowledge, of (he whoh* truth on (he suhji'ct, 
and with the feelings wliich that information was caleuhdc.d to 
aroiLSe in a breast like, his the reader will lie in (he seinu'l, a'hmi- 

•'ruiH Itt N'aii Uun'ii’;! luiiid, l-i ia Uu' Von min-ti I'apcrn tittdi-c dull' nf 

IHrCi. 11 l.'i (•(Kliirm'd liy Von nui’cn : “ lUn-lnin«n Olay v'i, WoIiHtof." 

" .MS. VI. a. an. 
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(liiudv s;i(islii‘(I. Tlu'sc IVoliii'i-s conjdinnl wilh j>i'citla( ii.ii •• uhifh. 
Ihi'iH'i is reason to ln'lirvi', h;ul etn\^(au(ly (illcd hi. iiiiiul ‘iiHH' tlu‘ 
appenranct' of (he PresiihMil's proflainat loii, prepanal him for an 
ae(, of slroii^’ mark, (In' lea^l elfe.’l of u hieh wotihl i.o (n eripph- if 
not, altoiivdu'r neii(rali/A' Mr. (’lays prninl.-e<l Kauhn-ship hy :.e<‘ur- 
in^- (o himseif a eomplete umpirayi' u\fr (he aedtm ol tin* . tandiip^ 
eommidei's of du\ Senufe. 

.1 do not, preleiid (o possess any sery material proof- of the aeeuraey 
of (.he stiniiises I have ihrown oti( in respoih tn the tate df Mr. 
ClayM mind npon (he. partienlar p<iin( referred to er l<( uhat ua-; 
ch'cidi'd in his interview wilh .Mr. I>lddh' oi' tn the in (itnual ii>n ot 
that (h'cision ohtaimal hy .Mr. Weli-ter Inrther ihan thee an(e 
('('dents art'justly and clearly (>» he a-amied in view of u»dl kuowu 
facts and incidents followine; on tln'ir very heel . 1 he c hall he 

st.at.t'd widi all praeticahle e\ae(ne.'-'; :uid if tlm e who mav ht'iealler 
pt'rnse 1 hese sheets .'hall lind theneelvi*. ahle to attach t>» them ;ni\ 
did'ereni. in(('rpreia( ioti from that 1 have here pre eiili-d they will, 
of eonrst' he at- liherty to (lo .'.o: .V'- to what (heir iideienee , may 
he, sav{' a £i,'cin'ral eoneern h»r the prevalence (d triiih, 1 aiu a in- 
dill‘('reni now :is I ;diall c(‘rtainly he then, d'o eive an aeeoiuit here 
of tlu'oi’etirrcncc'; ri'ferred to, a preccdein’e to vvhieh thev aro ehrono 
loe'ically entitled, will (d’ neec. ity .'cparale mv hi tmw of the panic 
.se.ssion from (he (ransaet ion.- (d' the hank which (he pro<-eedim' oj 
(hat- .'lession wer(' de ipned to malvc eil’eetnal; a eparadon which, 
dm’ it may weaken tin' forct* cd' the de eriplion a, a wlmle, maw in 
oilu'r respects, tend to aicreahlv diversify the narrative. 'I Imv eon 
.stitute. die, ineidenl.s of a pi(‘ee id' private hi.storv (d the period I 
.'■,pc:tk (d*, ill which 1 look a part altho' I had at the time ais inade 
(plate, ld(‘a of its eoinprehen'ive intere t and no sii pielon dial die 
holt, with vvlii(’h it. wa-; eharyed wa , aimed at my (‘If a well a at 
Mr. (’lay. I had raitl’ered it to pas - from my mind until da' ri‘e(»| 
h'ction (d* it. W51S rt'vived and my intere^4 in it itiert'a cd hy a ea nal 
ohservation made Itv the latter eetitleman diiriny hi - vt if to my 
house in (luv yetir l.'shk I havi' (d.sewheta' alluded to that vi.it and 
to the. eonvt'i'sations W'hi('h took place hetwet'n n ahmit pa t time 
!Ui(l sec'iu'.s. d'he.si* imre.'-t rieted and familiar chats were re timed 
wlu'tn'vt'r (In' press of eoiiipany permitted, whic'h was not u (d'fen 
as we. l)oth desii'ed foi' tin' reason Unit. mt»st of hi . political friend 
unions my neiii'hhours embraced the oeea'ion of hi- fir-1 appearance 
ill oiir vieiuu<;e to j^ive him a enrdiui ^hake hy the hand. More than 
one, (d’ di(‘S(' added to the e\'pr(‘.s.sion of the plea lire they felt in 
meet-in^ liiiii an assurance id’ additional ."at i.sfact ion all'orded hy 
lindine; him when' ht'. was and the latter idea was, in purtienlar and 
neatly t'.xpressc'd hy my Wort.liy vvlti^ in'ifrliliom- Mr. (’hittendeii wlieii 
he, atteuded hy a Iaro:e nnmht'r (d’ his friends, was (akinp: leav(' in 
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a few well spoken words addressed to Mr. Clay whilst the latter 
stood ill the porch of my house and by my side. The feuds of the 
past and the asperities caused by them were as completely ignored 
ill these conversations as if they had never existed. I having en¬ 
tirely and forever withdrawn from public life and he being on the 
point of doing the same thing we had no motive to refrain from 
speaking freely as we thought and felt or to limit the measure of 
our entertainment as we reviewed together the misinterpretations, 
unfounded conjectures and ’till now inexplicable failures of “best 
laid plans” which had been experienced on many exciting occasions 
both by ourselves and by our respective parties. The inclinations 
of our dispositions had been towards the cultivation of friendly 
personal relations from a very early period in our public lives, with 
an unfailing readiness to resume them after the successive and 
violent shocks to which they had been from time to time, exposed 
had sufficiently subsided. This tendency on my side sprang, to no 
small extent, from admiration of the genial and winning social 
qualities and carriage for which in his prime of life he was greatly 
distinguished. These attracted my observation for the first time 
on his return from the Mission to Ghent, when I was a visitor at 
Washington and received a libera] share of his courtesies, and ho 
retained them in a good degree to the end altho’ sobered by domestic 
sorrow's and at times clouded by the adverse incidents of his public 
life. His own inclination in the same direction was, I have always 
believed, influenced by the recollection of occasions on which I had 
manifested a regard for his welfare which he had never been af¬ 
forded an opportunity to reciprocate. 

To two of these I will briefly refer. One of them presented itself 
in the rough and tumble Presidential canvass of 1824, when I made 
my debut in the art and business of President-making, at Washing¬ 
ton, as one of the leading supporters of Mr. Crawford. Becoming 
each day more convinced of the practicability of electing the latter 
and of preserving the republican party, then threatened with de¬ 
struction, if Mr. Clay would, for the time, decline his pretensions 
to the Presidency and consent to stand for the second place on the 
ticket with Mr. Crawford and feeling sincerely friendly to both 
of these gentlemen, I made unwearied efforts to bring about that 
arrangement. The person thro’ whom I chiefly worked to that end 
was Col. Thomas H. Benton, Mr. Clay’s relative, I think, by mar- 
riage,i at all events, then his ardent friend and a young Senator of 
much promise. I succeeded fully in satisfying the Colonel on two 
points, viz; that with such a ticket we would most likely succeed 

ivan BuroD states this relationship with his usual care. The commou report that 
Benton and Clay were cousins was without foundation. Anne Gooch, an orphan, who 
was brought up by her uncle. Col. Thomas Hart, married Jesse Benton and named her 
eldest son after her uncle. Henry Clay married a daughter of Col. Hart. 
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luul dial. Mr. ('lay wtuild, in (hat event, he .Mr. t’raw ft in 1’.-. unaesor; 
aiul h('. t*t)iiKe<jiieii(ly hi'eanu' as aiixions far tiu' adopt ifii <d’ the pmp- 
ositidii as 1 was iiiysell and we had siweral eoiifertMiee' on tlu* Mih- 
jeet. He. prc'sst'd tin' matit'r upon Mr. ('lay with hi-. uMial I'anie-.t- 
ness h\' whom (he proposition was trt'uted with all ri‘'<pi'et, hnt ui 
the pi’on'ri'ss of (inu‘ and (•vents thi' eanvass a^5Slnued a rhapt' which 
led Mr. ('. to tliink It- his duty to deidine it. He eould not, under 
(lie eireuinstanei's, ha\a' donhted (hat there was on luV part a lar;,n' 
th(d suliovdinate share <d’ dielntert'^ted friend-hi]» diNplayed dii that, 
oeeasion towards Ininsidf and eoidd tuner have taihal to he satis¬ 
fied (Iiat his eventual elevation to (he lh•e^.it!euey would lm\e been 
si'eiired If my advice- had hetni adojited, whether wt* had heeti .sue- 
ei'ssful in the. ininu'diate election or not. Mr. ('ravtiord, if will lu‘, 
reinenihered, was soon hrokeii down hy di. cu.m' and the party hy 
which Hen. rJaekson was elected would, in all prohaiulily, hu\e. 
elio.seii Mr. ('lay in his ,>-i(aid if (he latter had contiiiia'd htd’on* thi' 
Vonntry in (he altitude which, in the event of our failure in 
h(' would ha\'e oeeiipied. (Iiat (d one td tlu* delented repuhlieuii can¬ 
didates in (hat eontivNt. 

second itrtanei' Miniewhat i-e-aMuhle-. tlu' lir-t, Mr. (’lay’s 
name, was sent to tlu' Senati' hy I’re.-ddent. .Vdann for tlu* oiliee. of 
Secretary of Stall' at a moment when the charge of a ; elti h coalition 
liel.ween lunr^elf and Mr. .Mlams, ]iy which the latter had been nuule 
President, in consideration of a proud >e (hat Mr. Clay - hould receivo 
(hat- otliee a(. his hands, was i-ife at M’ashiu^ton and when the pas¬ 
sions (d' men were rnnninL’: mountain hipdu 

I'hat. there would ultimately he a union between tin*- Crawford, 
.Jaek.son and ('alhoiin (larties to re.si (. the latifudinurian vit*w . which 
w'e knew Mr. .Vdams to cherish and to o\'crlhrow‘ the new ailndni-.- 
tr.ation was nearly as eertalii at the moment wht*n tiiat administra¬ 
tion was uslu'red into evi.-tenee a : it beeaiut* at any .sub e«iuent period. 
Mr. ('lay, ha\in<i: brouii'ht the administration into lift' wa.-i looked 
uiion as its main n*Iianee and a blow aimed at him was therefore eor- 
re('()y regarded as oiu* in advunei' and, ns fhosii who wi-hed to make 
it thouj^lit. a well di'si'rved one. n( (he administration, it was not. 
in dll' power of dll' Senators behmixitiji: to du' (hi’t'c political divi¬ 
sions moned to deb'at Mr. ('luy’s nominution, hut hy votin^y: for it-^ 
reject ion a step never resorted to on .such oeeusions e.xeept for ^ruve. 
causes they could *xive. eredeiiee in importunt localities to the ehur;j:e. 
of a eoi'i’iipt eonlHion hetwei'ii this 1‘resldenl and liis Seeretury of 
Slate. 'Fhe si ron|^ men of the political infere.sts I have named were. 
('ae:er to vote for die, ii'jis'don of Mr. Clay’s nomination and were 
respectively hi'ade.il by im|) 0 shi^ nuines: the Jaekson men by the 


I 
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General himself, then Senator, the friends of Crawford by that vener¬ 
able and sterling old patriot Nathaniel Macon and those of Calhoun 
(himself in the Chair) by Robert Y. Hayne and voted accordingly. 
I refused to join them from the beginning, first because I did not 
(without impeaching the motives of my friends which I knew to be 
pure) feel myself justified by the proofs before us in affixing such 
a stigma upon the character of the nominee, and secondly, because 
if the case had been stronger against him than I thought it was I 
would still have regarded the course proposed as politically inex¬ 
pedient. 

Mr. Clay, shortly before his death, held a conversation with my 
friend Francis P. Blair of which I was a principal subject. The 
latter gentleman commenced his political career an ardent sup¬ 
porter of Mr. Clay and illustrated the depth of his friendship by 
unmistakable acts of devotion performed in the disinterested spirit 
of which he has been thro’ life capable. After the Presidential 
election of 1824, at which he zealously sustained Mr. Clay’s cause, 
Mr. Blair became an admirer and political adherent of Jackson and 
formed closest relations of personal friendship with the latter which 
continued undiminished at the death of the General, who left a 
striking record of his sense of its sincerity by bequeathing all his pri¬ 
vate x^apers to Mr. B’s keeping. Changed feelings naturally arose out 
of Mr. Blair’s new position, producing a feud between Mr. Clay and 
himself of unsurpassed bitterness and of many years continuance. It 
extended itself to their familes and excited so strongly the indigna¬ 
tion of Mrs. Blair, a lady possessed of rare abilities and a resolute 
spirit, altho’ as amiable as she was resolute, that she refused to take 
Mr. Clay’s hand when offered to her in the Senate chamber after a 
full reconciliation had taken place between him and her husband. 
But this excess of feeling on her side was sorely rexDented of and 
every trace of resentment banished from her mind before Mr. Clay’s 
death. In common with his numerous female friends she emx:)loyed 
herself almost incessantly, during the latter moments of his life, 
in securing for him, absent as he was from his family, those as¬ 
suagements and comforts which it is the x)eculiar and blessed office 
of her sex to provide and Mr. Clay at one time agreed to go to her 
house and to put himself under her ‘‘Kentucky nursing.” In the 
conversation with Mr. Blair, to which I have referred, he ex^oressed 
his deep regret that angry passages had now and then deformed the 
course of our political antagonism and spoke with much kindly 
feeling of my general demeanour towards him, notwithstanding 
our political differences, and of features of my character which he 
made the subject of special commendation. This was communicated 
to me by Mr, Blair as it was obviously intended by Mr. Clay that 
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ii; slioiild 1)0, :un1 (lio Coolin.si’s t'Xpn'^M'd tn Mf. !’». \\‘Tf pi-niiii.(ly, 
eai'iiosMy iind sinoci'clN' n'cipi'ocuti'd uti n!\ part- <!“• ;.:unr iitiu' 

Col. Bonion, l)oinj>: ouiru^vd in pivpariup Uia “‘I huts >r;tr m flu' 
Senute,” smd. mo iil- intom :ds. (!io oriiriual di-.ifl ..f .‘Mn nl rhup. 
tors of that work for mioIi coinmont as 1 luirli! I’o'-l <li pi>-.r,l tu 
make,. Ono of (hoso oontainod his ahlo and hovihlr cxonipai ion nf 
Mr. Clay from Iho olmr>^'o of oorrnpt ooarKinu with Mr. Adam-; in 
the odoojion of lS:il, an affair that Inni aBon Mr. ( lav luu.'l, fiisiMa. 
I expressed to iho Colonoi my ofiiidnm of his lil.aral ami maidN .'fm 
dnet ill this mattor in a loltor whirh ho afh-ruan! ioimiuod nio 
he had road, ilurino; ids canvass lor the !lom.(‘ <>1 U’rpn* laitalivi's 
ill that portion of Ins ni^lrit't distiuioii hod Pir do\osi"u l>i Mr. 
Clay and l>v that, moans ohtaimal tiio vote, of fho friend of iIm* 
laltc'r to an oxioni stillioionl (o , oiairo hi.s idoolion. llo h.o! .hruit 
the same ohaptor lo Mr. Blair who, in an wrr to omo un f ■<-, ..m aids 

ea'itioi.sm hy Mr. (day on tho proh.ddo viidon<’.' ol (hr t ohnir! . 

forthoominii;’ hook, th'laiiod to him the nh taiior ot (h.r porhon 

allncloal to, which made a slroiir; and favorahC impi.* ion .m Mr. 
(day and led him lo say thal ho .should noi ho iinmooliul ol n in 
tluv futitri'. ddiis haviny hoon oommnnioatod lo t ‘ol, j’lrnoiu thr 
laltor addros,s('d lo mo a lodor oxiondiny the aoi-ounf In- hid ;‘i\rn 
mo of his work lo anolhor inallor to which Mr, ( la' ;d o aHashnl 
mnoli im])(>rlanoo and I ho narral ire ol whioli ! nroaltv d'- nod lorn to 
see I)oforo ho- died; lo wduoli cm) 1 cm-lo cd it lo Mr. B1 an w ilh a 

I’oiiiiost, that' he would impart a.s much of it oonico! - a , in hi-, di 

cretion, ho. slundd doom host hill in a way to lisiUc it o.miaiu tit.it .Mr. 
(day would not fool ohiiyod to (I'oiihlo him olf with a mUmf of thorn, 
ddds was duiu' hy I In' letter which, with m_v imfo and f Ml, Itmton’ 

- -olosoly oonuootod as they wore with tho d) in*'; . ocnos of a man o 
distiny;iiishod and doiiic- mnoh credit to llm o oontlotm'n 1 think 
of sulliciout iulorost (o insorl hero. 

l.i'r'i'i'.u luiiM I'oj.. r.i. \'m.\ ;\n!\( r. 

Mr. (Hay ts dyln^ and loiovv.s li and IciiKs i’nrward tti r.t.ia.* v’.i-i-t-; nr u n-v\ 
uiouths In U'lanlniim Ids carlhly earner. There Is un Indj. t',ir hitn .m«l In- !m>.A . 
!(, nn<l T am tidd Is utnsi ealiidy viewing (he aitiim-iehn-, df dn.nh. t’.iaii wnni 
1.(1 KC‘(' hita Ivvlei' ^a•<'a^ lirnni’ nl’ fnralvelie-s (111 flic j,;ua ut' id.dr. Vnioii:' 
olh(‘r lldnit,xs eniiver.salinn (lie last lime lurned upna um and ni> forihiMudin' 
vvnrk—ovl del illy with siaiii' nniirola'iislnn nn Ids part. I’.lair t«<hl Imu v\h.d 
lie had riaid a ehaidor nn tin* (dei'finii nl’ ISdA wiiU !,nd - a> = Uiai a 

iK'ina of smisldiu' wx'id over Ids fui'i* with luany e\nre'-.iiin’. or i r.nda ,nl'>ii. 
This has imuh' iiin lidnk n(’ san'aiosilii;^ In ynii (n write Idm a han-r jus.i"')' t 
Uiink midor llu* eireiiiuslaiiees (u exiin-ss ymir nun I'eidiie'and m uhn ii 
you inlpdd add, wliai lliul eliaider shows, thal (hern i; jt {im.- whnit pninh'it! 
animosl(i('s an* 1 n iu' nlilllnralt'd undnr lla* ymal diilic^. ni hi'4‘nh- tnuii. 
True, ut otUer iilivees the siinu' duty iiiay lualce am imar uinai him, Im! unli<iiif 
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malice and always preferrinf? to say wliat is honoi-able when the veracity 
of history will permit. 

In another part, iclien I shall luive to speak of him personally—the duel 
with Randolph—he -Kill appear with great honor, not merely for courage 
on the field, but, what is 7Uore, generosity of feeling. You might add this, 
if you please, as a thing you have learnt from me and in which I and Jessup 
(his second) uill speak alikeY 


To F. P. Blair, Esq.^ 


Lindenwald Jan. JGth 1852. 

IMy Dear Sir 

I received the enclosed letter from Col. Benton last evening, and hasten 
to send it to you to be shoAVU in confidence to l\Ir. Clay, if you concur with me 
in the propriety of such a step. Its contents shew very clearly that such a 
dispo.sition of it was not contemplated by the iviiter yet I can see no serious 
objection that could be raised to the course I propose. * •* * This letter, 

taken in connection with the general turn of the Colonel’s feelings towards 
Mr. Clay, always, to our observation, excluding the idea of a fixed per¬ 
sonal hatred, satisfies me beyond a doubt that Ms sympathies are as deeply 
excited as our own. This must be your opinion also and so believing we 
ought not to hesitate, I think, in employing the means which have been 
accidentallj^ placed in our power to ameliorate the eifects of past estrange¬ 
ments, if we cannot remove them altogether, to which I would be most happy 
to contribute all in my powei’. 

Do me the favor to repeat to Mr. Clay, if you have an opportunity, a.ssur- 
ances of my respect, esteem and confidence and add that no one can have 
derived more satisfaction from his noble bearing whilst confined to the sick 
bed than I have done. * >!= 

Yours truly 

M. V. B. 


To Hon. Henry Clay.^ 


SiuvEU ScRiNU Jan. 22d. 1852 

Dear Sir 

It is most gratifying to me that Mr. Van Huron commits to my discretion tlie 
opportunity of disclosing the kind feelings and high opinion entertained for 
you by two of the most distinguishi'd adversaries you have oncountei'ed in the 
political contests of your time. I tlierc'fore take the same liberty with hlr. Van 
Buren’s letter that he proposes with Col. ° Benton’s to him, persuaded that 
nothing would more please you than the naked and unpremeditated expression 
of feeling contained in the very words of the private notes not meant to r«‘ach 
your hands. 

Mr. Van Buren would not have turned over to me, I well know, an onice ivhidi 
he would gladly have performed himself if he had not felt the <lelicacy of trou¬ 
bling you with a letter, in your present painful condition wbi<*h might s('iun to 
ask reply and burden you with a matter that might cost an effort or embarrass 
you. My communication you can receive as you have my oral ones—take to 
your bosom with your benevolent thoughts without further exertion. 

With the warm feelings of easier days 

I am very truly yours, 

F. P. Blair. 
°MS. VI, p. 100. 
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ri’tiirii (o llu' ocfiision ol lus couvI'lV'^utiun with iiu', :it l/iiuli'u- 
Avalil, ]\Ir. (’lay H])()kc with pcrlVi’t fi'ci'iidiu of iln' ('durM' lu* iiilciith'd 
(<) ])i!rsiio, tluriii^ llio shoti jiariod lh:U hi' iniyh^ rt'inaln in jiiililic, 
life. ll. had always, lu' said lu'i'u hi-' \\ i di to jiitlyi' id puhlic incas- 
lire’s on (lu'ir intrinsir nu'rils and (o Iri'af thi’in arrordinn; to the h('.sl, 
opinion lie eonlil fonii id' tlu'ir prohahle idleets upon the puhlie wel- 
fari’. He hoped Hial in luakinii' tip that opinion he had kept himself 
idtove the control (d‘ ini're ptirtisuii feelin.ijs, :tnd knowing: how ear¬ 
nestly he. h:id desired to do so, not with dtindiny the dillienltie.s in 
the wtpy in hi^ii ptirty times which he tippreeitited and acknowledged 
ho could not. hut. think tlnit he had to some extent ■ neceeded in car- 
ryinjLj: th:tt. wish into cilVet. In rehition to the pa.st others uonld de- 
tcriniiie hnt. of the, future he felt that he could speak in thi-- reynird 
with ccrt.’iinty jind he thought, he could not decei\e hiin.-elf in tlu^ 
esliimde he. had formed of the si'rviee it would yet in hipower to 
render to liis Couidry he eschewin^Lt parti .an prejudice ; ami hy ap- 
]dyin^ his exiterienee and tlie faenltie;; with whii'h I’rinidence htul 
ftivored him to the iiujaii'tial eon-xiderat ion ami . upport of men ures 
the utility of which he could not douht, and he proti-ted that, tlod 
w'illin^, this duty should he faithfully performed. 1 need not say 
that. I earnestly commended thi.-; determination -and encouraged its 
ohservanee. 

Mr. W'l'hster’s name was iutrodueed: I do not recollect hy whom 
or in what, connectimu Mr. Chiy : jiolvc of him in the eautiou, and 
metisured terms which I had ofti'U hefore oh.servi'd in Id' confer, ;i- 
lion when it. rehited to a political a-'-oeiate tsf who.-e cour e lie tliil 
no(. !ip])ro\‘e and which wte; indeed natural when uddre .-ed to an 
opponent, of hoth. He referred without (lualiticatiou to hi p;rc'af. 
nhilities hut ilid uot atfeet admire his general eharucter and ud- 
mitteil that their rehitious had not cmiunouly heeu ns cordial or their 
inti'rcoursi* us confidenti;d as wtis maiul hetween :is*oidute leading 
memhers id’ the .same political psirt\ ; nevi'rtheless he declared tluit. 
he had been always williiiir to do Mr. W'ehster just ice and to conce(k^ 
to him the position and all the wi'i^hf. to which he helie\etl him ftdrly 
entitled in their jiarty and Imd nnule a point of speakiniJC with re-.peet, 
of him when hi' could do so with truth. 'Fhere Inid been one occa> 
sion, he. iidilcd, when he was fully satisfied tlmt .Mr. M'ehHer had 
committed t,reason in liis heart, ajjcainsf their common party, and he 
luid then spoken of him and of his desij^nrs as he thonpdit .such in¬ 
fidelity de.served. I do not. t.liink there was a man amon^x our 
Countrymen who looked upon a l^t'etieh of ptirfy itllerdtinee with 
more severity thsin Mr. (day. Although he had tilled a high position 
in the old republican party and was now the conceded leader of ii 
rival organization the idea had never enti'red his mind that he had 
himself been guilty of any such oll’enee. He, Mr. Calhoim and a few 




AITTOBIOCHAPtl V OK MAIITIN VAN lU'ni'lN, (>71 

oilu'i'H, "wlio ]ki( 1 bcH'U proiniiKMil mt’iuln'rs of (lu' rcptihlicau p:ii‘(y ub 
fliB cloHO of (Jus Wu]‘ of ns has Ikhmi rlsesvliei'i* said, lookt'd (o 

tlus (lisKohidoti of all juv-oxisdiig parlies as eerlaiu at\d as if fi-oiii 
a coimnoii impulse, diri'eled I heir attenlion to (lu' ('hief Mai^'isl racy 
of the Nalioii as llu' rej)r(‘S(Mila(ives of a new ytTperalioti. ,Jus(ly 
proud of the reeord of their eoiirse as nJated to the war and eon™ 
scions of Ihe political strenf^th which it. would <i'iv(‘ (hem (hey ea^’rly 
advocated a ^^cuei'al ado])iion of (hcii’uew iihai in a spirit doulit less in 
a good degree of maguaniiuit. 3 ' hut. of forg(‘tfuhu*ss <d' (he iuveteraU^ 
and enduring character of party tlivisions. 'Fhc ae<juisit ion hv (‘aeh 
for himself of fragments of tins old federal party, us (he si)cdls (d' 
war, serving as a stimulus to their zt*al in that. dir(‘ciion, lluw were, 
not slow in arriving at the conclusion not. mci’c'ly (hat (!u‘ old parlies 
ought to hceome hut that they had already hi'conu' exlinet and took 
their respective positions acconliugl^'. JMr. (day having d(‘(('rmiued 
to stake his ])oliti<‘al fortunes upon thesnceessOf thi> jirop'ct Ive policy 
aiul Int.ernnl improvements h^' the (Jeneral (loverument and <d’ a 
Nat.ional Bank, as tluv nursing motliei' of hoth, soon found hinr.clf at. 
(he lu'ad of a new jiolideal oi’gani/.adon conpior.ecl of uicn who eoin ■ 
elded with his viiwvs on thosi' suhjeets; hut. (he polideal anleet'ilcnls 
of most of tluMu had la'eii vvvy unlike his own. I‘'rom the moment, 
the lines of (hat. organization heeaiiu' distinctly (k'fuu'd ami its 
union cemented hy tlic “outside pre.ssurc " of it.s opponent,s he ad¬ 
hered to it witli unswerving fnlelil). Nh*tlher Ihe sneee-odNe .slighl.s 
]mt upon his individual pridmisions, in favor of Harrison and d’ay- 
lor, nor the', man}' other desertions of whleli lie tell (hat he had a 
right to e()ni])Iain, idlho' du\v tried his ((‘inper .severely and altho’ la's 
could not hut. havci helitwiMl that, his old a.ssoeiatts.; would havc^ 
greeteil his return (o (heir ranks with kindnc'ss and with I’enewml 
contidenee., shook for a luonmnt. his loyalty to his party, in tlu' nnin 
terrnpted and faithful .servicH' of wldeh lu' spent his remaining dny.s. 

'I’lu' nature, and tlu‘ earnest, loju' (d‘ Mr. Cla.v's eoneludiiig nmntrk.s 
ahout, Mr. Webster brought snddmdy and strongly to my recolhs' 
lion an intrigue, in relulion to the ehoiee of the. staiuling eonnuittc'e-., 
of (he Senate,, at tluv opening of tlu' panic session with whleh tin' 
mime of the. Inl.tcr was conm'ctcd and which ! was in:.timmcntal in 
thwarting and I was induced (o lldtdi that it. was to tlial. leans 
jicdon that Mr. (May alluded. I numtioiicil (his impres--ion and 
olfcrtHl to ladate (lie, circtimslanccs, which he dc'-.irc'd nu' to do. I 
then described what occurred lu'l.wetm Bresjehmt daekMUi, Senator 
(Jrumly and myself on tlu* inonung after my arrival at Whe-hingtou, 
to tak(‘ my seat in the Senate for flu'. first, time as \'iec‘ Bn-dnlent, 
suhst.antiallv' as it. is set- forth in (he statement below; .--.a^'ing to 
liim, at the same time, lliuL J was eontideiil 1 laid never had any 
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rmiluM* romnumiratit)!) with Mr. (irmnlv tin* uhitn-t, iirithcr 

(lid I n'collrct. liavin^X any '.Nitli tUc I’lt* idciit, and that m\ kthusl 
t'di^r (if lh(' [)a!'l iripat ion id' Mr. Wei* (cr in th»‘ pr.ijMi .-d im ri-Mj,. 
was liinilt'd lo what had pa-'>i*d in i!in intt-rxiru t.i' uhirh j 

Idni an arcnuid, liut that 1 iindtT (nud .Mr. < »rund\ wci] 
('n()iii»-h (n riH'l crrlain lha( lu* would mocr ha\n .•arricd the matici- 
as far as hi* did with ( mmu dark on wilhonl iHnnu' UanoinddN a - 
suri'd nf iht' u‘i'“'i"d on N\hit'h ho ;.((huI. 

Mr. (Ma.y lisduicd (o my narrative witli the iha-pi* t infere ( and 
allho’h(‘idislained from a-kitiy e\plamu ion I aw fiy tlie inerea iuo- 
Jinimalion ol' hi.s ('ounlenanee and (he eoiuinnal noddiur of hi . htani 
dial- lie aecomjianied niy de oi-iptitin (d* the . i-eiif with a read) infer 
pretalinn ol' !(•; import and tendency. 1 eaniiot pretemi to reeall 
his word.-, at liu' eoneht.'.ion luit 1 h< adiiiitfed ih.t! tite alFasr v.hieh I 
had detailed ti» him eon tituted a inatej’ial part of liie tsan a.iion 
niil of which hail yrown t hi* eonuet imi of Weh fn'. .hdidelit^ to his 
p:tr(y to which he had alluded, and that at that moni- nt for the lir t, 
[tiiiu'l h(‘ had learned Imw it wa- that the e\eemioti of de inn he 
h(>li(Med Mr. W'eleter to entertain liad heen arre i.-d. I Im- idea that- 
the lattei* iiietlltateil all enttre ehaiiLn- in In pail\ rehinou or an\ 
Ihintx mori^ than the aeqni iiion id’ an addUmna! hate of pei.onal 
intluenee (Wer the a<'tioU td' the Setiate foi- him elf at tlse eXpenee of 
:Mr. (' 'lay, Itir which he tood reads a wa In was to refmu an 
e(|ui\-alenl, did not, at the time, imler m\ head, nor did the emn 
nuinieation whii'h I heliesed had heeu math* to Mr. tirunds can e 
me to sn.' peet that Mr. \\‘ch terh own slew or tho e of In fi lend : 
extended to iii:. hei-omiu;/ a inemher of Ih-r ideiit Jack on';, (’ahinef, 
Sind to hi;-; ..neecedinj*' in that eapaejiv to the plare in the tieiH'ral'.’ 
eoididenee ami e feeiu sshieh a , at the moment, oeueralK eon 
ceihal lo mS'ell. ihit .Mr. ('las', eomiuiudeafion am! flie tieer itv 
of imlieintr tiie ;adijee( in (hi meimdr mase it an added infeiv t and 
indiieed me to indilute a eaiad'ul review of the whole inaif<-r. the 
rc'.'.iilts of which will now he n'iseit to my reader , who mas deter 
mine for tiuuuselve-, how much rea on thfU'e i'. for hrliesiny (hat 
.such day dream;, wawe iuduleed iti hy hotlu 


M.s. VI, i>. inr*. 



CHAPTEK XLV. 


About to commence my presidency over the Senate I was neither 
ignorant nor unmindful of the feelings with which I was regarded 
by a majority of its members—feelings recognised as belonging to 
human nature, altho’ so little to its credit by sagacious observers 
in every age and sententiously described by classical authority— 
pro'pHum humcmi ingenli est odisse quem Icbeserit^'’ I was never¬ 
theless and perhaps on that account especially careful to respect, in 
my own course towards them, all the proprieties of my position. 
The Vice President being chosen by the People and made the pre¬ 
siding officer of the Senate without any agency on its part, differing 
in that regard from the Speaker of the House, the Senate had always, 
until 1823, retained the choice of its committees in its oAvn hand, 
but finding that this duty could not be as easily and as satisfactorily 
performed by a general vote of the body as by the appointment of 
the presiding officer the rules in that respect were altered, in that 
year, by giving the powei* of appointing them to their President. 
The Vice President Avas thus enabled to put it in the power of the 
Senate to exercise the same privilege enjo 3 ^ed by the House of Eepre- 
sentatives—that of having its committees selected by an officer of its 
own choosing—by abstaining from taking his seat at the commence¬ 
ment of each session long enough to afford the President pro tempore^ 
an officer elected by the Senate and always in being, an opportunity 
to do that duty, and the amendment of the rule led to a very fitting 
usage on the part of the ATce President so to absent himself and 
Avith this view. The existence of this usage and my OAvn sense of 
its propriety furnished the rule for my own action and it was adopted 
of course. Altho’ I thus Avithheld myself from all interference 
with the selection of the committees—a function which a majority 
of the then Senate were determined to resume,—as they had a perfect 
right to do—it so happened that my course increased the embarrass¬ 
ment and excited the ire of the opposition leaders. To have taken 
from me the appointment of the committees on my first appearance 
in the body Avhich had long before, of its own accord, attached that 
power to the office to which I had been elected, Avould have been a 
proceeding in keeping Avith their past course toAvards me and one 
Avhich, if I had presented myself at the opening of the session, they 
Avould have adopted with alacrity. The charge which they would, 
in that event, have assuredly made and which, under the circum- 
127483°—VOL 2—20-43 673 
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,Cri nnt hnve lacked plausibility, would have been that a 

-urse of pmWso. s 

wa's 'desi<med to deprive the venerable President pro teropoio, ^ 
White,* a life long friend of the President (as they 
scribed him) of his privilege because I suspected his fi J 
XtLlraln of his old friend, 

imputation would have added materially to the satisfaction alloi 

bv the revocation, face to face, of my authoiity. nnnleasant 

"But the loss of that gi'atiScation was not the most 
feature of the predicament in which those leadere were 
mv absence. Judge White, long the friend and companion oi Ucn. 
Jackson and the man in whose behalf I had shown so strong a desiu. 
not only that lie should be appointed SecretaiT of War (on the (lis- 
solution of the first Cabinet) but that he should be invited to reside, 
with the General at the White House, they having both recently 
become widowers, had already at the period of which we are spoakiiig 
iiiclinsd a. favoring cur to tbo blandishments which, in f m sct|nL , 
separated him forever from his old friend and spread a gloom o\'c'r 
the closing scenes of his own life. Mr. Clay was, I doubt not, sulli- 
ciently satisfied of the state of the Judge’s feelings to have consemted 
to leave to him the appointment of the committees had lie not. also 
known that if the latter performed that duty in a manner a.cc('})hil)I<‘, 
to the friends of the hank he would have disqualified liimself lor 
the further uses to which it Avas even then determined to put him. 
Neither would the Judge, pleased with the idea of being: made a 
candidate for the Presidency, as he thought to be elected but as 
those Avho brought him forward intended merely to draw the A'otes 
of Tennessee and some other States from the Democratic nomimH'., 
have been willing to assume thus early a responsibility Avliich could 
not have failed to render him harmless. Altho’ it had bec.'omc sulfi- 


ciently probable to cause its being regarded in particular move¬ 
ments as certain that a complete separation between the President 
and Judge Wliite would soon occur, it Avas equally certain that the 
consent of the latter at that early period to appoint committcc.s 
favorable to Mr. Clay’s views and to the schemes of the bank Avould 
haA^e destroyed his popularity in the States in which it was hoped 
that his nomination could be used with effect. Look which Avay 
they would there were serious difficulties in the way of tlic confed¬ 
erates. If Judge Wliite resigned the place of President grc) te'nvpora 
by shunning a duty he had accepted before his feelings toAvards 
Gen. Jackson had undergone a change he could not have escaped 
a share of the odium that "would have followed the appointment of 
the committees in a way to promote the bank’s designs and he Avas 
not yet prepared to admit that his feelings toAVards the General were 


^ Hugh Lawson AATiite, of Tennessee. 
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chun^(Hl; if Mr. (’lay and Ids friinuls wc'i’r drivini to llu> lu'ct'ssity 
of rriH'alui”; (In' ndi' aulhori'/injjc (lu' prrsidiuu!: otllri'P (o apjH.int. 
du'. conuuU(('I's (In* rltidii’c would lx* ohliai'd (o n()((' tijnin (Iia(. jiropo- 
silioii, and (litis, if lu' \()(('d for i(, lu' mns(. lia\(' sltari'd larp'ly in 
i.lu' like n'sj)onsil)ili(y, 'This was prriih'xiii'i:, nay irri(a( ini>’ and Mi’, 
(day showed ii in word and manner, hni- (lu're nnis no oilier prae- 
l.irahh' reroiirsi', hy \\dii('h (he si'Ieelion of (he coiimtil(ees could he 
secured (o (he opposidon, (han (In' passant' of a resolndoii re;.(oriniJj 
llu' choice'^ of (lu'iu to the Si'iiati', as well airainst- llu' action of the 
Pri'sidenl. pro tonpaiy as ai^ainst. Ilu' \'icc l’reHid(«ni. d'hc idea of 
otromlin^: (he fornii'r, hy this act- of apparent disli’iist of his inipar- 
tiality, did not si'cni to Inn't' pri'sented itsi'lf to the mind id’ any 
otu', aiFoi'dinjL!,- tlu'. ch'arcsl cN'idi'iici' that tltcr<' was no discordanct'. 
in their ri'spi'ctivc* feclinys aiul \ i('ws on tlie passap' (d‘ the resolution. 

Jud^'i'. \^dli((' asked to lu' I'xcnsed from x'otiii'jf on tlu* ri'solu( ion on 
account- (d’ llu* dili'inma or emharrassment in which lu' appcari'd to 
think Iiiiusi'If placed. Ids colleayiii', Mr. (Irnmly, u ho understood 
lliix whole, niatti'i* (horoiurhly atnl who (houirhl- it imt riylit that (In' 
dndye shoidd hi'comjicllcd to show his hand, \ irorouslx oppo;cd the 
motion, d’hc Senate adjonriii'd without dccidiiiL^ the (|nc tion, at. 
t.lu'. instance, (d' Mr. I''rclinjrhuyscn, who had douhts on the snhjecl, 
and Mr. ('lay was con.straiiu'd to rai.M' the cni'tain in part, on the, 
following day, hy cominii; to (In' dinliic’s relief, r-ayiny^ laanv civil 
l.hiiijLrs of him and ad\o«-ai iiiiSJC st reiiiiotr-Iy his reiiucr t to he excused. 
Ill' was e.xciised hut hy (he close xotc of ity to p.i. 

d’hc y;‘ronmlle; s attacks (hat wei’c made upon me hy Mi-, ('lay, aided 
hy Ml", (’alhonn, in (he coiirsi' id (his discii.sNion on (he jcausi'j of 
my non ajiju'ui'ance amonifst (hem and their Senatorial m-sociales 
and coadjutors, under peculiar, indeed nnexamplcd circiinistancixs, 
the. occasion pj’esviitinyr a fair opporiiniity for them to .show (he ah. 
senci' of per.somd ill will in what (hey had hefore done weri' not. 
only in had tasti' hut- all'orded niiplca'-ant evidi'iicc id* (hi' extent to 
which .such a fceliny: lanl controlled (heir past action-,. A ; a nolice 
of continued hostility i( was, I rei^ret lo say, .sujterthum ; and if de~ 
siijpied to distnrh my nerves, liy ^"ivln;L!: me a forcta.stc of what 1 had 
to (‘.Xpert, (hey miydif have done me (he justice to douht, a( Icm.ti, 
whethi'r niiieli could he aecoiupli.shcd in that rcLnird hy (he deuioii' 
stration. Init (he siirpri.siny Icature nl the orca ion was that Mix 
M'ehster. for (he first and I miyht with Irnth add for (he only (inie 
in his life, .stood hy with folded arms and took neither part, imr lo(. 
in a ho.stilc iiioxement a/rainst nic a. senihlahle exhihition of neit- 
(rality which failed not. to attract .Mr. Clay’s attention. 

'riie re.solution to chun<j:c the mode of choo,' iuy (he committees was 
pa.s.sed hy a .strict parly vole, and " (he lidlv of necemhi-r wade -iL" 
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iiatcul for tlu'ii’ ('li'clion by (lu* Scuafi*. I ba 
Jackson that 1 would no( reach \\a h'uu’t"H 


aifonut'd I’n* idriu 

ti M'r f !ir f\ 1-111 uii- of 


Saturdaj^ the MMi of th;d monlh. Wln-u fhf .u-.l.-i' «.t .Mll.-d itp M,-. 
(Iriindy nio'i'cil to postpoiu' the iduft uui ‘d rt'uuui! (fr until the lU’ 
cceding hfoiiday, the Idtli, btr iva-t<ii. (h.- ab rij.v 

oral inenibers iuul the inijiortanef ol haetnya lull Sruidr tor tin* [xw 
forniaiuit'. of so impoi’tant a duty. Mr. t lav ItsfU in-taut aiul fame l 


ground against llu' propttsil ion: hu Impetl 


tli(' i)o.stiu»iicui('ul would not tiiko nlaot*; (ho .'-tiMiau* 'aa . ir; ndl ii '. it u<>uUl tx* 
ou lliii 11 vi'niiiK', (liu'iua lilt* .sos.sioH. \V o 'tor*' uou nl Hu- >'tn .• .a jlu* 

WO('k of llU' .session anil wo wort* Ul'i'.od lo piU ull Ihr ,'q.jiiniU lurul III ■lOandf 
(I'O.s, ii niiillor iilioid wliic-li In- supiioM-ii tin- inUtd . m .ill li-nx-u v,« u- iuitdo 
np. '’I'liis (lii.v Inid Ikm-ii ii.ssiaitod I'lT llu* uji|’‘'niHii> lU ."•.ir ■l.i* uo.. .toil if 
wiis as well known (lioii llial llu'i'o woi-i- ah .t-nln-. a it u .i i....' \m .noh 
ohjootion was ur.a'od (lion. 'I'horo wore iniUMtlani toU-i u*..', hu; ..u th,- f iiiii. 
Iliiil oujj:1i( (o I)(* roroiTod (o (In* oiinimiffc-f • 'risi- i.<»- t’.i mi-.-fti., .u Jh,* 

oommidi'os was niiiii'oiioliiit!,': atul it a .t ■ "i oii(M*it ih.ci in. ‘i-.aid !»• 

iiplioilitod now. ir pi'iidoniou wore al»-out In- 11-rol O U i.oi -,1. r.- t..a iu 
I’auK lUul ho ilion.u'ht if wo Woro to loul, at tho pot-ioal . tan?«-r tO t'..- aii 


si'iiU'i's lliiil Ihiup's would ho its lho,\ umw ,iro sS itu * ! . • .* - H,- 


ooilld sot* lit) ri'ii.soii I'oi* till' dol.'iy hiil that wr ntiohi f.< p'-... ...l in f';,- 

ilppoilil tnoni, iiiid ho wotlld llioroloro i-ni! llu- >«•.< . aia! j<.i% 


iMr. \\Vhs(t‘r said 


III' laid voji'd I'or (ho oiiatio.o o(’ flu* i-nlo, In lo.ard f.i rho .qipnaaij.-. w i.' ...i.i 
nii(((>('s widi a .a'ootl ilo:il o!' roliu-tanoo. It aiipi-.ir. il i.* tis: s u;.. Pv ih.-:.. 

Ik* sniiK' dl(li('u((y in ui:d<int.';' so oiuul a '.i-luoi uni nt i •• ix i'i tn v, P* i •* itiuj a'.itic-i 
woi'i* lo pi'oMill. U iippoaroil (i> Idiu an oarl.'i pofjml i«i i-. a t,. ,,,j, 

sulofiit.ion o(’ iinporliuil luisino'. . Ih* llioiioht tiu •I'O .1 . 1 r,< mU ill . ! Jl! : j ill'* 

lo (In* iihsi'id Ki'iilit'inon to la* lu-i-o and il i, -lUl tl.i-i i l «..• 
ohiinyu'd (la* nilo lho.\' ooultl luU l.nm\ u, .nui u /t-iuh •U«« : I ! «'i j!|«' t ' tn- I" • .t 
lioiionit'iil; lio Ilioiudd II was roaMi!i!ih!o luid rluu llu* uuitinn »i.•!!!«! piouiu. 

i\Ir. (h.AY. I niuloi'sliiiid (lio yoiilIonian (>i 'ay it i; riiu* t.« . f.. rn.. 

iippohiliiH'iil of ('oininllloos. 

i\lr. V\'i:u.‘i'na!. 1 said it sva-: an onrl\ porfiu! pi talo* Uii liupoiiaiu ha in. ■ 

Ml*. <h,.\Y. .A( no linio. f lu>U(*vo, Im*. tin* atifiohitnu-nl i.r < ..o.:nifin , In-on 
di‘lay(‘(l hoyond (In* .soronil wook ol' iIn* so 

Mr. (Iriiiidy said, fiitit. 

llu* iiro.S(*n( WHS n now !*iiso In Hit* (o>\onuiu'tit, it uu . n« *A hi the H.ui liu- 

Si'iiuli*, ill llu* (*oinnu*nooiiionl oi' Iho soHshiu, had I'lnnua-d an IniimMiti.t ju iutli o 
Foi-inorly tho iiri'sldiuK ollifor aitpoiniod (ho .standJui,' « Mnanitf.-,-> Hod u u.i. 
W'1,'11 known (hal In* (*M*i‘oisod ihal pouoi*. The* oouth-oion .do.i-ur. ilu-n-t.*!.-, 
had 1)0 vlydil io oxjiooi Ilmt tlio.\ would ho onllod on at ihp. «-i(r|\ pri'iud <>t ito- 

so.sslon to p(*i*roi*Ju (ho duty of olioosluK fho niitijniilt.fs, 

Tlu*. iptestioii (d’ post poiiomeid, was dotoriuinoil in tin* alhiniatiM*. 
as follows: 

Vi'iiH. Mossrs. Hoidoii, lilhh, Itrown. Ft*olliudiu.\son. h',.rs;.-sh, Hrnud-., ih-a 
drinks, 11111, Kano, Klip):, Knlp:li(, Mooro, Morris, I'ronflh.’ Hho , iPiidn 
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R()l)l)ins, Slii'iili'y, Sllslx'i'. Siiiitli, Swll'(, 'l’:illin:((l.t;(‘, 'roinlhison, \\‘(>l)s((>r, 

White, Wilkins nnd WriKlil tiS. 

Niiyw. Messrs. Ih'll, Ciillioun, ('liaiiilx'rs, hiu'lii;..';. Ki'iu, .Manemii. X'nii" 

(lain, l’oiiHli'xf('r, l’re.sloM, Suiilliai'ii. Spr:i!.',ii(' and ’r,\ ler i;;. 

The. Sciiah' (hen, on luolion of Me. Mniiufiun, ailjiitu-ued to 

Moudtty iu'x(. 

d'lu'. rt'.adt'f will iiol. fail lo lai slnick with llu‘ arius-len^i'di plyli' of 
the. ])a.s,sa^'e.s in the debate. b('twe(‘n tlu‘ two ehiunpinns td' llu* bank, .so 
little, like, what was (o be expi'clc'd from tlu'iu on (he. e\(' (d’ ti la'-open- 
iiig etimptii^ifu and h'p:islal,ivt* si l•u^l:<J!,•le in which they wei'e looked (o 
ns eoadjutor.s, and still more by the pt'cidiar .aji)>earaiic<‘ (d' the di¬ 
vision on Mr. (Irimdy's motion : (he partieidtir friimds of Messrs. ('lay 
ami (kilhotin voting* with (be fornu'r ayaiu.st the motion and (oery 
New Niiyhuid Semator sidin<>‘ with Mi*. Web.atcr Ka^(' Mr. Sprtic'iK^ 
who.si', father had Ixam a prominent- member id' (he democratic party 
ami a friend of .Mr. (day, and (be son, on tbal and, 1 beruo'c, on all 
subse.(|nen(. orrasions obi>yed sympathies similar (♦> (ho.c which had 
g()\'ei'iuMl his bdlu'r. 

1 was md. pri'.sc'iit. at, (lu‘dialoync w hich took phn-f (Im . at (he \ci-y 
(bresliold (d' thi' sc'.ssion lad ween tin' principal per: (jnarc-. on (he b.aidc 
sid('. of dll'Sc'iiatt', hnt can wmil concciic, from what 1 In^n(* of((m • ceri 
on o(,her occasions, Mr. (’lay’s look and mamiei' on (htr:. So formid- 
able- a movement towards overt urn in ,n hi;, prcmii'i’i hip may havt^ 
been wit,bout iilierioi' objei’t oi* deliberate de-.i^n, )tu(. few will ,m> 
construe i(,. 

I arrived at, Wasbinydon on (in' evening’ id’ Sa(nr<lay the ! Ith of 
December, aceording to ilu' appointnu'iit 1 liad made with (hi* Pre.si- 
(lent, and found a ni('.s.sa/j;'e from him at my ijnarter.s e\pre: .ioN a de¬ 
sire, to .see. me as soon utter breaklast. on (lu* bdlowine’ niornin/^ us 
would suit my eonveiiienci'. I found hinu at an early bom*, evpeiditiej 
juy visit and ntt.einh'd only by Senator (Irniidy, and wa-; at once, ac- 
cm-ilin^ to his custom, infoi-iued of tlu' object id' (he de-nired interview, 
lie said that, Mr. (’lay had pre.s.sed (hi' appointment (d’ the .--(andini^ 
committees of the. Si'imte at an earlier day but fbut Mr, (Irumly, with 
views wbieb that jefentleinan would explain to me, Imd .siieeeeded in 
ge-tline- (he. subject put oil’ (ill tin' morrow, for wbieb (ime their .-.e- 
Jection bail been made the oi’der of (he dav. 

Mr. (li'undy (bi'ii spoke of tlu' prolmble eliaraeler of tlu' .session, 
(he. excitiuM' nature of the subject;-; (Imt wmdd rc<|idrc action and 
ol the importance to the admini,drat ion of having- tlu' committees 
as lavorahly eon.stituted a.s possibh*, in all of which I ftdh' cou- 
I mil'll. Il(*, had, he .said, what he eousiderecl .Mitlicicnt reason to 
bebK'Vc that an arran^vment coidd he made with .Mr. W'ch (er and 
his h ii'iuls by which the latter object could lie inateriall\ proiuols'd. 
He had expressutl that ujiiiuun (u (he President by whom In- luul 


lu'on lul\iniu'il of (hf {'uiu' uln-tt I \u>u!<l W :i hin.'Mon ;tiu| 

1 lha( lui stt'p slumld In' laki'ii lii tlic luatfi'r hrtocc I luul 
hiH'U consnlti'd ; lii'iua' ilia po-lpuin'incnf <d' llit* rhoiff of I'ouimil(in's 
and (Iici appluadion I'oi' (lu' in’c cnt irw. 1 iolrnuiiu'd du (lie, 

inslaid. that I M'oidd, under no eii'eUiU 'lauee he a party to any 
such ;n’ran_<],'ement with Mr. '\\’eh-.(er, I did uut (op to a-d< Mr. 
(iritndy for (he, p;rounds (d’ hi'^ heliel in th<‘ praet ieahility (d’ (lu\ 
.selu'iiic i)r()pos('d or ('V<‘n (o ^'ive him an t»ppor(uni(y (o a,-, ii.pi (hem 
hn(. proeeiMled ((>s(a(e, a( Mime leiiLdh, (he priiieiple, and eon idera- 
(ions upon wliieh 1 IVlt eoir-irained to oppoc it. Safi (led, 1 
declared myself (o he, (hn( Mr. (truudy would he a • litth' lasorahln 
as I eouhl he to a polilieal eoulition wi(h Mi'. W'eli (er 1 wouh} not 
say a. word on (ha( poiid hn( would limit my.-elf (o an a((emp( (o 
eoin'iuee him (ha(. no arran/j'einenl like (hai iimn- (ed, ho\ve\(‘r 
platisihly ikwised or eatiliomly L’uarded, I'ould he i-arrii'd out in 
(he (him e.xeiied slati' id’ pulilie feelinu' without e\po inn the ( hmeral 
and hi.s adminis(ra(iou (o (he su-pieiou id’ heinn: dl po ed to favor 
stieh a coalition, and to impress him vvitli a : en e of the advanta^Lfe 
whirl) Ml', ('lay would derive, from heiiii^ fiirni died with materials 
to .sju’ine'siieh a mine upon us. I dwelt on (he antapoui lie po itions 
which (he Presidiuit. and Mi’. W’eh ter had :dwa_\ oeenpietl. in fiiiu' 
of ))i>aee. and in time, of war, and ("'peeiallv in relation to the hank 
whieh wi‘ all knew would lie (he priueipal aihjeet id' the :e ion ■ 
(he formin’(he di' interi'.'deil and I'earle- : op[>onen{ of that powerful 
institution, williiie' (o brave it. immeii e streuLdh from neitives 
e.Kchisively of a pnhlie and patriotic eharaeter whil f the latter wa.s 
remirded hy al! sides a,-; one of if; mot im ernpidoiH . tippoiier*;; 
on the eon fusion and eon etjueid alarm with which mieli a eonjune-- 
tinn as was iiidiealeil woidd HU the mind of tin* frieml • who had 
thus far .Mi.'-.lained the (omeral with o miieh lirinne • a-, (he po . .ihle 
rorermuier of an nltimafi‘ urreiider of the eatre in whieh thev had 
made ucreat saeriliees and in which (liey were read) to make greater 
still. I admitteil, in (heir hroade ( latitude, the (rotihlc tiiat were 
ahead, (he I'crtaiii severity of (lie struf.rpde, hut deehired that I, for 
one, was prepared for it and would enter upon it in the full eou 
vietion (hat (he people, if nodiiii^ oeeurred to hhud their ar<loiir 
or to raise a donht nf (lu^ ])Urity and disinlere-^ti'diie of the ({eii' 
('nil's aims, in which they now implicitly eoidided, would carry ir 
ns on many previous oec.iusionH they kiul eiirried up triumphantly 
t hro' (he crisis. 

I only attempt, (o recall (ho outline of my remarks, 'The Presi- 
deid. after introilueinp: (he snhji'ct, as I have said, eonei-eiy hu(. 
with .simple direetne.ss and unreserve, took no further part iinlil I 
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closod (luMii. riMuaiiU'd ^(alulin!A■ (liroti^-lmuf (lu' in(:i'rvi('\v the 

(k'lUM'iil ri's(in,u,' uiu' hand upon (hn inanti'l. W'han I had ('(iiudmU'd 
]n> looked towards Mr. (Jniiidv, who niad(‘ no re>i)<inse to wind 1 
had nr'i’i'd, and advised liini to drop llie inallt'r, to whieh tlie lattei* 
ussont('d and. ininu'diattdy wifhdri'W. Ih'twc'ini iicithoi* of these. 
e-('ntleinen and inyst'ir was the snliji'et, i'Vtn* revived. 

d'wo reinurkahle. eircaimstau(‘e.s sifxnali'/.ed (he npeiiin^ of the ses¬ 
sion. Mr, Clay and TMr. Mh^hster, (he prineipal leadiM's of tin' party 
in opposition to the Administration, who had partial in the. Senate 
(Miamher, w'lien (he previous .si'.'^sion broke, up, with apparently tin 
iisiiiil eordiality niutnal emdidenee, now met on (lie. same door 
jtnd on (he eve. (jf si great-politieal struggle, with e\'ery indiealion 
not. only ol; nliensition but of the iiuhdgenei' on (lie side of eueh of 
feelings I'W'iproesdly hostile .and deliant, anil by the aid of oni‘ of 
till',so Jeadews, backed by eight of hi.s sympathi/.ing eolleagnes, 
against, the strenuous etforts of (he other, and to bis grind, annoy 
aiiee, a ])ar(,i.san motion made by one of the friends of (be Frc ideni 
Wiis carried, to (he .sur])rtse of the uninitiated, hy ti voti* of (hat. 
body in wliieb (be .VdminisI rsit ion - whieli piMnerbisdly repelled 
neiitrality - AVas supposed to be in a bopeles-; minority. 'I'liea* 
oeeiirrenei's, so extraordinary at- a time when psirty feeling wa;; tin 
usually hitter and when (he lines of party den sirkation were very 
sluu’ply detined, I shall endetivor to exjilain. 

'The eonrse. pur.sued hy Mr. Webster, at the. previous ses.sion, upon 
the pti.s.sage of Mr. (dtiy's hill for the ptieidesitiim of South (’aiajlina, 
was deserihed in my elo.sing oh^ervatioiis on nullification, hut (here 
were features in the jn’oeeialings there, related biniring upon (he suit 
jei‘(. before us whieh were not brought sulHeii'nlly to view for our 
present, design. In the absence of direel evidence of (he euiise of so 
sudden .and so griait a I’hange In the i-ela(ions tind purpines of (hn -e 
geidlemen, which is now not to be expee({>d, we can only look for 
its .solution to eontemporaneoii.s oeeurrenees in (be eour.se and eon 
duet, of (he pjirtii's whieh .shed light itiion the subject and of the 
(ruth of whieb we have reliable proof. 'I’o do Just lee to tln-.e 
^YiI| extend this digression to a greutiu* lengtii tliau was infendeih but 
I lain not doubt, tluit (empmaite and well eon .idenal aeeoiiids of the 
tiet.s of men wlio are destined (o figure, kargely in our hl.story, on 
oeeasioiis eoneeded to luue been both intricate and important, pro¬ 
ceeding from contemporaries who had good opportunities to po-se*^*; 
themselves of the truth :ind who can not, at (he time when (heir 
report is nunle, be under any adeijmde motive to ml.-repre.senI it, will 
be of great interest to the nteii of (he present time iUid iiistriletiie 
to (hose who come after them. Of Mr, M'eb.stcr'. predetermination 
to oppo.si‘ Mr. ClayV; l)ill :ind to do tlii- without :i \ery ptirlieular 
examination id’ or 'enipnlons regtird to the extent of the fonee-.sions 
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or nuu'lioralions pnipoMMl by it, aiu! that hf iflaKn] ilmt 

(Icii'niiiualion until lu' Innl in tlu* tlfhatf {•la''C‘l him rlt In-torf (In' 
('oniitry, in r(‘s[)i'ct (o tin' puiffal Mihinf, a- ni'arl\ a la* ilt'iancil 
salV' ami pract iraliK', in (ha position he ha irail to na( iip\, (ht-i'a lain- 
not. l)t' a raasoiial)la douht. ^ ft tin* onls ua\ in tin atul 

could, as he at. lifst- (hoii,<iht he attained * to him, nulil near tlu* 

elosi‘ of the d(‘hati', a aoiiree o| neinoie. per oual apprehen. isin. 

X(‘Verth(dess if tin* uh>ta(des in the path to whieh h; aushiiitm 

pointed wei’i' {'oi'iuidahle in hi.'.e_\e> it u a,. etp!ali\. oioiou to all that 
tlu' (etnp(:itions to ToIIonn it were not le ptUenf. I ite Ihe tdeiii’s 
Proidaiuation had stniek him a-, full o! piomi e o! lufure aihauer 
nuud. if tlu' faeilitie-' it st'ciued to alhutl were jirojuptiv and ui i*!y 
einhraet'd. We hurt* authorii\, neee ■ aril_\ deri\eil hoja hot! elt, 
for sayine' that thc'. tir.-.t knowletie,* hr reerned of n r\! tmee 
was (lerirtMl from a trav'eler jn.sf arri\etl from fite e.it of toorru 
ment, indiiiown to him and hv wliom lie wa . unknt*wu, ulni i-dd him 
as a pieet' of news (hat (ten. daek on had i ued a proi I miat em 
a]!i:aius( the ntdiifiers “taken altogether from Wei- tia' preeh at 
\\’oreester ” •“ wh.ert' he” (W'eleaeri “had a liori tune heftur 

re|iroaehed (lit* Admiiii-1 ral ion for it ha<ku.irdne and in o doinn 
hatl reeapitulated (he powers and ilntie.of i!tr tieii. ial tiou-nimenf 
a:. pre\ioiisly delined in hi.-. repl\ to llatue. ' It wa iiardlt to lu' 
expected (hat he >hoidd fail to find in lie- !hot lamat eat mueh o{ 
what his unknown informant ha ■ de <-rihi d a < < m t it ut mp- n pi m 
eipal matter or to he jxratilieil hv n. I'he Ito ton tia/eftr, .i journal 
prtd’essino- e'ood will toward', fin* Adndni (ration of (h-n. Jael. on, 
also spokt* (d' it as hdloWr.: 

'riie 1'rnelliUUlI inn III’ fht« i'j’f ;i O'! > lnltniKUr i|n-i.!s;i-n‘' !><!' Mi'. 

W'i'lister; aini. if (tint siPa liumi’hetf reia nisinn |a.4\ , lu . i.u.i. i.iPaUt, hr 
eaii, U‘i eus_\' ii.H kJ.s.'i my jiaml, he at Hit* hrml •*! Ihr ii*!!ij!itr 4 re !ir;j |.,u{ , wUliiu 

twelve amtiths. 

It wa.s not .•traupu' (hat he .hotdtl eon'4rue tlie .-irn of thr lime, 
as proniisine’ him u liheral part ieipat i<m in the nefioii tif an atlimni 
(nition wldeh he had l!ihort*il eo hart! to o\erihrow and xuthout. 
V ioleiKM' to (lu* prineiple-' wdueh he luni alwa w-^ {(i titV (*ii, I h* lo-.t 
no time Init forthwith rallied his party at h'aiieuil Hull ami from 
its I iim* honort'd walls lainu* forth the wariuest eomnieiidat itm of tlie 
favored State I*!ip(*r, of it.s prineiple.s untl of tin* patriotie eonr !• fd’ 
its distinguished atitlmr, wdth esinieM pledge td' upport in its 
(•nforeeiiu'Ut; eommeiuhdIon and a.-^suranee . proirndLUiteil iinder elr- 
eumsttine(‘s atul in a form wideh voiieli afed (o Mr. W'eheter the 
credit of their patrrnity. nitvin/f llnr. eh-l’merl his pti it ion in re 
sjieet to it mutter of such vast, importanei* .Mr, Weh ter retuaiiietl at 
honu*. until the issue hi‘tw(‘en the l''edera! (hnerum(*jd ami Smith 
(’arolimi luid been fully formed hy the indlifyin^j: Ordinam-f of (he 
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liiitvr, tlu'. piissa^v of a law (o rai'iT it into (‘HVcl and ilu' proinulga- 
tioii of (Jov. IlayiH's noimd'r Pi-odamat ion. (’on^avss nud- on the 
of March he did not make his api'carama' iii the. SiMiatc nntil 
the. .‘Ust of (Init month, lie. su|>i>ort(*d the. I''ore(' hill (to which his 
hiop’apher, JSlr. March, says he was stron^^ly iirjj;‘ed hy Mr. (Irinuly, 
whom that <i;enllefnau dese,rih(‘s as (lu* President’s “ lu'xt- friend’’) 
in a, s|)(‘e.e.h of nudoiihhul ahililxN and this he woidd havi' done if his 
spe('ch at Boston had nov('r been made heeanst'. tlu'. |)rineii>le on 
which it proeeedetl was that hy v’lueh he claimed that his whole 
])iihlic life had been regulated. Mr. (day, was also nnr(‘serveilly in 
favor of its passag'e alllio’ lu^ was, for rea.sons tlnd, wc're. satisfactory 
to himself yet. liahh* to miseoiislriu’tion, uhseni at llu'. voti', and did 
not embrace the numsure with any ext raoEalinary zmil. 

The discussion dn'W from Mr. ('alhoiin an intimation, llud not 
harshly or strenuously ])ressed, that Mr. M'ehst<*r was trying to 
conciliate the admlnistralioii, and a jan’.sonal attack of ('xIih'uu' \ io" 
Icncc', was madt'. upon him hy Senator Piiiudcxtm-,* upl>raidiu,y him 
Avit.h his conduct during; tlu' war of hsld, thus iidlict iiiiJi: a wound upon 
his fcerm|i;s the lu'alin*.': (d* which, a;; we sliall sec, was resmwrd for 
tin*. closiiiiL>: set'ue in tlu' political drama to which (he attention of 
tin' (kiuntry was now directed with the kcem'Nt .Mdicitmh', Mr. 
(day’s measiua' (d‘ jau’itieatioii not yet foi’urdly ammimeed hut all 
alone; eoididently t'Xia'cted at. what he iuie:ht think tin* most, auspi¬ 
cious inonu'iit for its itdrodiiciion, was kjoked to as tlu' toiichstoiu^ 
that was to determine tin' ('Ifeet. of (he po-'-iilion to soim' c.xtt'iit, at 
least, a. in'W oin' which Mr. \\’chs((*r Iiad assimn'd upon his fuliiri'i 
I’clations with Mr. (day ami with the imn^sof (In'ir politi('al a.ssociat.cs. 
On ilu' main ])oint, that of opposition to it, Mr. W’ehsler’s mind had 
heen, as before intiinatetl, douhtles.s, madi' up from (he he^iunin^i;; 
hut the. mamn'r in which his opposition slmidil he avowed, (he extent 
to whieh his ohjeetioiis to (In' afitieipatcd hill should he earrii'd to 
make, (hem siiHieient for his purposes, ami (In* way in whic'h the one 
or a dillert'iit (“om*s(' mi/jjlit !k‘ ree('i\('tj wt're (pu'slions alilo'. dt'li- 
taite and grave. It having ht'cn prelly W('1I a.seertaiiu'd tliat Mr. 
(day’s hill, wln'dit*!'satisfactory to (In'disaileeted Slab*, or not, would, 
if it passed, sullice t.o indnee. her to !d)andon her refraelory r.leps, 
and it being manifestly (he general sf'ust' of tlie ('emntry (hat. the. 
adoption of some such measure,' if not indispensable, was in (lie. high¬ 
est degree desirable t.o avoid tlie e\'ils id’ internecine eommotioii, Mr. 
Wehstei’’s .sagacity admonished Idiii to weigh well llie groiimis upon 
whieh it would he safe (o jilaei' hiinsi'if in opposition to what, might 
he jnst.l v elaiiiieil to he the will of the people. I h* had too imn'h sense 
not to imderstand that (he oeeasion was om* on which (he piihlie mind 

• Oi-urnc rHiiiiiiAif)-, 111' mI'.hi ■ iiipi. • M.s, vi. a. r.in. 
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Would iK'itlu'i’ iumIvc ;i!1ov\ an*‘(‘ lor tlu' uifrr juu' i>u tl tn'lui*':- •'! any 
man nor (oirratr (’otiinumplact's anuuiy tho ino(t\r and rxcu c 
ii,'ralitiiijL!,’ or di'in'inyr l('ii'i>la(ioiK ^urh a ^ urcati'r or ir ■ pruiil- tu tin* 
luanii far I urrrs under oiir or aunt her >ct id i‘v \ onur rryn !a( iuu or niorc 
or l('ss rurourao’<’iii‘*iit to any partirular Interr f. I In* o uori- luat 
trrs wliirli it nii<j,‘ht w rll in'tiriTrd u oiild !»r li--tfurd to u ith ri* ['crl and 
rain'assrd with rare undri' ditlrrriit riri’uur tain'r - hut whirh uould 
not 1 h’ allowed | to [ eoiitrol in a eri i-^ !i!o* that whirh had hoou hrounlu 
on the ('oiintry partly thro’ the relil'diue --. o! one and not le , thm' 
tlie headlon;^ \ io!euee of another ehiv".-. It wa*. plain, and the tiaith 
did not pass his intelliyfent mind unheeded, that he eonid not hope to 
<‘seape puhlii* di'iiiineiation if he should aitenpd to dofoaf the inea ure 
the hd rodiiet ioii of w hieh hy Mr. ('lay w a-, evpeeted, in t lu* art Ual mu 
(litioii of parties and <d’ the ('liUidry, ou any other rrouad than that 
it amounted to an ahandoiuuent of the proteeiiie .ti-m and would in 
\'ol\ i* the «-ertain {ti’o' f rat ion of immen e i id err t < v. lo.-li had up 

under tin* promised euenurayeuient of the ( onernmen!. I'o auaimi, 
liowmer, tin* eoneeih'd author of the “Aturrirau h} ti-m” at tie- har 
of the people, in tht* then exeited and inilammahle eoiidifiou o| tin* 
ptihlie mind, upon the eharm- of eon t'ufini>: fo . aeritire tho uio i im 
portaut and hitherto llie un*' t eheri- hed feature of that \ ft ui to ap 
p(‘aM- the Xullitiers, and to do lids when that author ■^'.a. uiaitm;' 
muli'i' (he morlitiealion oeea'soiled hy a mo amio\soo ih frat a a 
eandidate for the Pre-idenew umild ha\e heels (o ’iioii e re eutsnrnt , 
of the liel'es'.sl Iiatui’e, to lu'au* tlie psohalds* eon eipiener . of whieli 
ri’tjidred a ^’re.afer deifret* id" peivonal lirnme - thsiii .Mr. Weh fer had 
('ver exhihited, e‘peeiail) in hi . inieia-onr e with Mi', t la\, hi peeul 
iiir dread of ^d\ in^^' olTeuee to whom u a . perfeet Is, well Known tu their 
Irieiids and to the puhlie, ^ et .neh a eoiir a- or sUie whieh, not 
ainnniu in^r to it unit- fare, t'ould aflerw-sird-. and nudes'mm e rdspshle 
eireumslauees In- made to take that Inipt' tn-fon* the t’uunt$\ one 
or the other altern.'it is e wa, indi^ penssihh* to the ueeumpls hnumt id' 
Mr. \\ehs(er'.’- as suned <jhjeet. 

H<' .adopted the latter phui and hroiioljt to it-; exeenlion all the 
sut.niei(\ and adroitue .. he pie e m**}, unt| in wliieh he had no njierior, 
to make (In* po ition- hs* sis.nmrtl and the idesi . and i‘\prr son hy 
whieh ht‘ ’ upport<*d tlnuu eon\(*y to intelligent hs'iirefs and read»-r. a 
si<*nilie:inre heyond hi -> word-.. He eoniineiieed hi ■ pi^a-h w if h a .tuid 
eoruplimeiif to “(la* purity, '/eiil and sduUty of the ,'<»-natoi from 
Keiitiieku f(i/' trlutin htul ftintj odt rlauit tf n h>>ih r/ - f* tt^nl t<t 
thiuii, irltmii. to n Rihkdtnu >i'ht iv hix itihidt /<» -ddf 

fit/(I f/rnd ft! /;kv f'tjti./d/‘i/ )u' hut! - diltHLslft/htm il." He j*| msu 
piimtmled for Isis talent-, ami .M*r\ ies", the Senator from Soisth < asu 
lina (Mr, Calhotm) " n'dh udittm h, hiid afi, n tir^~ / >-du>ht 

}u' hud idii'uijH fill ft fthift/'t rttfufd,^' 
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Having tendered these olive branches to his principal antagonists, 
each of whom he knew at the moment to be watching his course with 
sharpest inspection and with determination to make it as onerous to 
him as possible, he proceeded to- weave into his speech the grave 
objection to the measure under consideration to which I have alluded, 
that of its amounting to an abandonment of the protective policy 
without security to the extensive interests that had grown up under 
it, and did so without exposing himself to the responsibility of spe¬ 
cific allegations to that efiect or a direct charge that it was so in¬ 
tended by its author. “ He opposed the bill ” he said, among many 
similar things, “because it seemed to yield the constitutio'nal 'power 
of protection ”—because “ in giving up specific duties and substituting 
ad valorem the bill had abandoned the policy of all wise govern¬ 
ments and the policy of our own government and the policy always 
advocated ly the Senator from Kentuchy; “ he could not help 
thinking that panic had something to do with it and that if the 
South Carolina Ordinance and replevin law had not appeared this 
bill would never have appeared in the Senate,” &c. &c. These are 
fair samples of the propositions and insinuations which pervaded the 
speech. The intelligent reader will find in it continued and unmis¬ 
takable traces of an effort on one hand to impute to Mr. Clay the 
design of abandoning the protective system, for the purpose of tran- 
quilizing and conciliating the nullifiers and on the other to avoid 
embroiling his personal relations with Mr. Clay by charging that 
intention too plainly, and I do not doubt that, with all his caution, 
he resumed his seat under the strongest apprehension that he had 
gone too far. 

But Mr. Webster was ignorant of what was passing in Mr. Clay’s 
mind at the moment. Deeply impressed as the latter doubtless was 
with a conviction of the importance of the service he was about to 
render to the country and anxious to perforin it, that was not the 
only and, it is not uncharitable to suppose, the most engrossing- 
matter that occupied his attention. He had ascertained the cost, 
had “counted noses,” and knew that a sufficient settlement of the 
. disturbance by which the fears of the peoj^lein every quarter of the 
Union had been excited was in his hands and could not be prevented 
by anything Mr. Webster could say or do. Without misgiving, 
therefore, as to immediate results he was less sensitive as to what 
was going on before his eyes while his thoughts and feelings were 
chiefly occupied with the plan concocted between Mr. Biddle and 
himself for a renewed struggle on behalf of the bank and for the 
success of his party widely differing both in principle and in mode 
of operation from that which had ended so disastrously. That was 
a matter into which there is every reason to believe, Mr. Webster 
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had not been initiated, but in which his co-operation would, in time, 
be desired and, notwithstanding present complications, was confi¬ 
dently anticipated. It would have been, therefore, inconsistent 
with Mr. Clay’s views to expose his some time friend to humiliations 
which, with the temptations recently presented by the President’s 
Proclamation, might shake his fealty to the bank however strong 
the tenure by which it seemed to be held. Made more cautious by 
the lessons of a severe experience and having acquired, what is not 
usual, with advancing years also greater self-command, Mr. Clay 
suppressed, upon calculation, the impetuous retort which, at an 
earlier period of his life, would have forced its way thro’ all such 
restraints, not only suffered the insinuations and sinister surmises 
of his wily rival to pass unnoticed but reciprocated his compliments 
measure for measure. He opened his rejply with a high tribute,” 
as the reporter has it, “ to the patriotism and purity ” of that gentle¬ 
man and said that he felt “ pained exceedingly” at being' obliged to 
differ from “his friend from Massachusetts,” but took care, at the 
same time, to say “how happy he was to find himself connected 
with his friend from Maine” (John Holmes) “ with whom he had 
acted in the final adjustment of the Missouri Question.” Of his 
speech, in other respects, I have fully spoken in my concluding 
strictures upon nullification 

Mr. Tikbster had thus accomplished his immediate purpose. By 
general observations which could, at a future day, bo made more 
specific he had placed himself before the Country as the consistent 
and persistent friend of a system about to be abandoned for other 
objects by him who had, hitherto, borne its standard—a system which, 
tho’ an abomination in the South, from which quarter he felt that 
he had nothing to expect, had been and could, he thought, be again 
ridden as a political hobby in the West and was, in his own section, 
a living and powerful interest, entering into the business and personal 
concern of the most active and influential portions of the population, 
and its fortunes and the course of public men in relation to it were 
therefore watched with all the alertness and shrewdness that char¬ 
acterize the race in that region. He had been enabled, by a good for¬ 
tune the source of which it is not probable that he, at tho moment, 
entirely comprehended, to take this position without a collision with. 
Mr. Clay ° which he had obviously and naturally anticipated with 
concern, and he determined to let well alone. Although he con¬ 
tinued his opposition to the bill, offering such explanations as ho 
thought expedient to neutralize the assaults made by other Senators 
on the grounds assumed by him and finally voting against it, he 
made no reply to Mr. Clay’s elaborate and able answer to his objec- 
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tipns and, so far from taking any further steps to prevent the pas¬ 
sage of the bill, when Gov. Dickerson, an ultra protectionist, offered 
certain amendments Mr. Webster prevailed on that Senator to with¬ 
draw them, declaring that, altho’ he was satisfied that some such 
amendments would become indispensable he yet thought “if the 
bill was to pass it ought to pass at once ”—and it was passed. 

Having witnessed the passage of his bill by a vote of which the 
constituent parts were, on other questions and occasions, so inhar¬ 
monious and being assured by Mr. Calhoun that it would pacify 
South Carolina and thus quiet the alarm seriously and universally 
disturbing the public mind, Mr. Clay exulted in his new claims to a 
character on which he had long prided himself—that of a Great 
Pacificator. By the opportune service he had rendered them he had 
placed Mr. Calhoun and the nullifiers in a position which would not 
only incline but oblige them to co-operate with him so far as related 
to the President and the bank in the great struggle in which he was 
about to engage, however indisposed they might be to advance his 
political fortunes. Such successful results were certain in his case 
to Btir into activity the generous impulses wdiich were deeply im¬ 
planted in his nature. Not content with the favourable effects which 
the conciliatory course he had pursued towards Mr. AVebster had 
apparently produced upon that gentleman he yet felt in the mood to 
go further, to turn his plastic hand from the composition of public 
dissension to the adjustment of a private quarrel, and thus to confer 
a further benefit for which Mr. W.’s admirers and supporters would 
perhaps give him credit whether he did so or not. At the first 
vacant moment after the final passage of his bill Mr. Clay arose from 
his seat, and, alluding, with suitable solemnity, to the very violent 
attack upon Mr. Webster by Senator Poindexter, of which I have 
before spoken, addressed the Chair, commencing as follows: 

An incident occurred a few days ago wliieli gave me very great pain and I am 
quite sure tliat in tliat feeling the whole Senate participated.'^ I allude to some 
of the observations made by the honorable Senator from Mississippi and the 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts near me, with reference to an important 
bill then pending. I was persuaded at the time those remarks were made that 
they were the result of mutual misconception, and were to be attributed solely 
to that zeal which each of those honorjible Senators felt—in the position in which 
they stood toward each other—the one to carry, the other to defeat the measure, 
with respect to which my friend from Massachusetts and myself unfortunately 
took different views. * * * 

“ Mr. Poindexter had taken occasion to allude to the course of Mr. Webster during the 
War of 1S12, on which he commented with great severity, and compared it with the 
conduct of Mr. Calhoun. Mr. Wob.stGr declined all explanations to the Senator from 
Mississippi. He said that the Senator from South Carolina was with him in the House 
of Eeprosentative.s at the period to which Mr. P. alluded, and if that Senator .wished 
any explanation of his course at that time he would pay the most cheerful and respectful 
attention to his request. But he did not feci himself called upon to take any notice of 
the remarks of the gentleman from Mississippi. Mr. Poindexter immediately rose and 
said ‘‘he felt the most perfect contempt for the Senator from Massachusetts.” 
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l^V Ihos'i'. :iiul .similar Impartial aial L*'Uariir.{ (»1< .rr\at imr. Mr. t’lay 
^<>i up a luiir rririully aiul fXpluiiatdiA t'ulItMpiy lu-tuufu ihr 1 ■filii.U'r 
en(, St'iiiilor.K, which .soon ciitlcd iu shaking'haii'i,'. atui ia a-.-c\cral i.itc- 
of miiliial rc.sp('<^. aiitl paxal will. NO tuu* liouhtial that hr couhl ha\t‘ 
snp)»rt's.sc({ Puimlcxtcrs outhrcuk oti it tliNt muai fc -t at ion or nauc' 
died it. at'any intcrvciiin<jf luoiucjit ami all \\ill uorcc that if hi.s iutcr- 
ferema' wa.-^ dc.sl.ii’ntally dclaytal the mt>meat htr it-^ exerei'.o \\ ua jtuh- 
cioii.sly chost'n. 

'I'hc.se oecurtamres g;avt' in tin* cyts of all and W'piH'ially id' Mr. (’lay 
a more a^Ji’rccahlc a.spcct to the ido>tii;.r t’cne.sof that •.{*>..■ imi than had 
Ihh'U ('Xpc'cted. d’lu'y madi‘ him a happier man hy far than !u* was 
when he left Ids home for the .‘■eat cd’t ho eminent on the elo jtf (he 
Presi(h‘ntiai ("lection iimmHlintely preci'diniT, in whis’h he had siillercd 
a sljenal defeat, d'o make up for the latter disaster,: o far ;e. that wa.S 
possihle, and for tin' hr .*- to hi.'. purt\ id' the majority in the lion e of 
lo'presentalives he had. chielly thro’ hi*, own ellort , reeruiti'd and 
consolidatcil in the Senate the hoiiy of which he was idm elf a mem- 
her and to wliicli lu' lookial as the theatre of the pre.tf tr.iii .letion: 
which he hoped to .see Iriiunphantly accompli heti at the ne\f e: 
sioii a safe workin<.t nmjotaty, ready and aide to e.irrv out the pro 
ora in me in the preparation of w hieh he h.ad home a principal part, 

diidpiiiy; h\ appearance. onl\, im lea\etakun'^ hefueeit laeiuher. 
of a |u)li(ieal lu’otherhood, at the clo t* ed' an arduou ■ and exejtrd 
s('ssioi!, eotild ha\e more com ineed!) ri'en :i .nr.inee of (lie e\i I 
etiee id' a eomuioii :.yiupathy or of ihe proud e id' a /.eahm.s eo opi-r 
ation in (ludr future purli^.an nuoement . than that wldu’h then took 
place helweeii .Mr. Clay and Mr. Weir.ter; and \vt at tlieir ut\ next 
ineetine’, duril(_e- the iir 1 d;!\ of llie elr idup they presentnl 

th'nu.si'UI , a-, we Ichc eeii, to friend.s and foe.-,. In ho tile array 
aeam.st each oiher, apparently a*' v^ell per-.oiuilly hh pohnicully; und, 
."Iraiiper : llih the oeea ion of titin demon 4 rut ion was ji propo'ilion, 
hitended to ha\e a heuriut^ on partiMtu intere-t.-;, hy a de\oted friend 
of President .hiek om the opponent of hoth and of tlmir <ommon 
party. No iut("llieent per.son, eoiner'-ant w ith the eommoa foiair. td“ 
parliamentai'y inlereonr.se hetween puldie mem can read the otlieial 
account, of what oeriirred on the diM’U-N.sion and dlsporiition of Sean 
tor trnmdy'. motion without heiu^^ .satmfied that there i no exnir 
p*ra(ion in my description of the attitude and hearing towards each 
other of (ho.-e pmlleinen ou that occasion. dcinon.st rat ion >o iim 
('.\pectcd Ity llu" |:^rcnt hudy td’ their party and -o di-a frou in its 
tendency wotilih under any circuin.stancc.K, hau* can cd eon temafiim 
ia IIn ranks hut under tho.se in which it wa . placed the alarm pm 
duei‘d hy it. WUH uuavoiduhly ^n’etdly aymn-avated durin^r the few 
du 5 ’.s tlud- itH faUi was su.spended. 'Pheir nelual condition can 1 m> 
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stated in a few words. The bank, then the principal element of 
their political strength, had, almost immediately after the close of 
the preceding conflict, given unequivocal indications of a determina¬ 
tion. to renew the struggle for the peiqDetuation of its powers and 
privileges, a determination which had received the sanction of its 
stockholders and the approval of the leaders of the jiarty on the 
support of which it counted with entire confidence^. As soon as the 
necessary preparations had been made it entered upon and had 
been for four months engaged, at enormous sacrifices, in the pro¬ 
duction and organization of the new materials of war which, for 
the first time, were to 'be employed to secure success and only 
awaited the meeting of Congress to “ fire the train,” and just when 
its engineers were, as they flattered themselves, on the point of se¬ 
curing the fruition of their hopes and its political supporters their 
harvest, all was placed in jeopardy by this ill-omened breach between 
two S6nart)rs who had been from the beginning its strongest and 
ablest generals. To give to this inopportune dissension its worst 
aspect it had disclosed itself on so vital a jioint as tlie construction 
of the standing” committees of the Senate which body was the in¬ 
tended head-quarters of the bank forces and Mr. Webster had been 
followed in his adverse vote by a sufficient number of the Eastern 
Senators to put Mr. Clay in a minority. All will agree that such 
a rupture on the side of the bank could not have happened without 
the greatest reasons. What were they? Mr. Grundy’s embryo in¬ 
trigue with Mr. Webster could not have produced it on the ]iart of 
Mr. Clay because altho’ the latter might have found grounds of 
suspicion already produced by other causes, strengthened by the 
ominous conjunction between those Senators and by his knowlcdge 
of Mr. Gnmdy’s passion for what ° he regarded as allowable strategy 
in partisan warfare, he Avas not informed of its existence, as far as 
I Imow or believe, until fifteen years afterwards. Mr. Webst(',r’,s 
resentment may have been kindled by his gleanings at Philadelphia 
in regard to the stringency of Mr. Clay’s requirements, but that 
could have had no other or further effect; for, if Mr. C’s suspicions in 
respect to the views with which Mr. Webster reached Washington 
were well founded, the disposition of the latter to separate from him 
sprang from far reaching motives of a very diffei-ent character. 

The suspicion by which Mr. Clay was led to meet Mr. Webster at 
Washington as an enemy, and which was confirmed by his acci¬ 
dental conversation with me years afterwards, was that Mr. W. left 
the seat of Government in the spring of 1833, after his peace-making 
with Senator Poindexter, with two settled purposes—first, to sup¬ 
plant him in the affection and confidence of their own party and. 
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.''(‘coiullv, to (’ouciliiilo till' ii'ootl u ill 111 i’l'f siictit .I'.o'lv uii auii a, 
luauv of his {Vioud.s as shoiihl ht' toiiiul pra'i ii'alilr. wifii f la* iilti-ritir 
(h’sio’ii of cinpho'iiiij;'one nr tin* ntiuT or holh ol tin- r rur;ur , niciiM 
•^ruoii.s as (licv iiiip,ii( ap{>(‘ar tu In*, tu ‘ccurr hi . nu u r!f \ at mu In thr 
Pri'siilcnl iai ollii’c at the apjiroai-hiup'aiul i rrlam \:ma!tr_\. The hr t 
ohjt'fl Mi*, ('lay u as thiuhlh*-- ihnruuj’.lil} nai I'iuir. irad ut'\rr hrrii 
absent IVoni Mr. \\’i‘lis((‘r's tImup'lit.' ■ iiu t* tIn* •'l•tlm!rllt'l•lurn^ ut tluar 
politi(‘:d as-'uriation, and ha\iny heeu, fnau (hr t'rpiuuiiir', at all 
(iliH'S exposed (o attriupi. at it . aernmph hiiirut, j'rt i timt althu' 
niisueees.sriil, (lie repetitism td’ them at the tune 1 pr-ah nl, if mn 
dueled with eitiiuiiou fairue" , uonid tml. ! tlnuk, huM' Ird lum to 
Iht' ailoptiuU of .so derided a ■ (ep ftiuard In. old ptdltU'al eoulrd 
('fates as that w hieh lie determined (n (ahi* and did tala* ' U hi ■ arrnal 
at- W'ashiiip'ton. Hi;, belief in Mr. Wh'b trr’. dr irii upt»n (he tlm. 
eraPs friendship na-.. in this iir.laurt'. (he j.nnal of a n pirmn 
whieh lie, in eoiinuon with alino.t e\riw btnl) «d <\ liad uuhihrd finiu 
tlu' eajLi’er aiui emphatie applau r cd’ the dortiiur i.f the Ihnriama 
lion with whirh I‘'aneiiil Nall had rr oundrd on t.he .ij'peuraiirr of 
that doriiiiient ; but hi*, llrst impn* ion had been ;''rra(i\ hahrn. if 
not reiinn e(b by (lb; er \ at ion o f t hr conduri n f t In- 1 h idrnt '■ nm -t in 
ilui'iitia! frii'ud-, wlm. for rea on. to br expbunrd heieafter, had 
turned the (‘old ; Inudder to W rb tn. and br hid lx eu tlm indurrd 
to make the effoit I ha\e not irrd land in V, hull hr thonnlit lii.it hr 
had ^.IIrereded 1 to -eriirr (hr i-ontinurd Iraltv of (hr latter to tlie 
bank. .Mr. \\*rb;irr'. roiir r, ho\unrr, dnnnr the inr , not oidv 
re awuivi'iied Idm foniirr ti pirion but npetn-d them mto nan irtmn . 
W'hieh be ever afterward dernu-d well founded, 'bin u.r, br\ond 
all doubt, the .‘fate of hi mind in (bo r rrpurd . v‘. len br met Mr, 
Web ter at the t’apitol a frv.- dipv.s after the opeiunr of tlu- I’aine 
St'.ssloll. 

If Mr. Webster’;, ardor in tin* pmsutl of the oldert wlurb Mr, l lay 
a.sNinuetl that he had in view was sotnevvlmt abated bv tli.* ds '’our 
ap'in(‘nl to which 1 have jiM alluded it i’. ijidte erifam (b.it it w.i, 
renewed and ; (reiiptlu-ned dnrinii: his remdeiiee at \\‘.e hinj'fon tlu o’ 
till* short .se.s.sion «d'bH:'i;'i ;il. Ilmv nnieh intliienre the roin rj itn.nuf 
Mr. Livinostoji and possibly of Mr. t h andy and otlier had in pio 
dueine; this ehanp;,* we •-hall now never know , but. iisi utrd and ati 
fil'd that he had. in the e(nir'e of (he ser-sion and of the rns , dme 
wind was needful to lay a .secure foundatitm for the nltun.ate ;ien ni 
plishment of liis purpo.se, .save only an open rupture with Mr. ( 'lav, 
he aeeepti'd tin* terms of their future ' ic proib-ied In il-r l.nn-i' 
wiUioid hnsitidhni and, as it ''reined, without afipn-hen inu, 

T hnvi* before dc.seribed the iuiprevdou made upmi me bv Mr. 
(h'uudy’s eommunieutUm in r<*spee( to Mr. Web-trr’. probal.h- .dm,, 
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spoken of the absence from my own mind of such a suspicion as that 
which Mr. Clay entertained, and assigned the men, by which I have 
been induced to review the premises, from whom it is probable that 
his conclusion was drawn. Whilst it might be considered presump¬ 
tion in me to undertake to pronounce definitely upon their sufficiency 
I am free to acknowledge their evident strength and consistency. 
However well assured Mr. Clay might think himself of Mr. Webster’s 
gi'ateful sense of the favor done to him at the close of the preceding 
session, the nature of their past relations and considerations of the 
important concerns with which it was intended that the attention 
of both should be occupied at the next rendered it likely that he 
would, during the recess, keep his eye on the movements of his 
expected co-adjutor with more than ordinary interest. President 
Jackson’s purpose to visit the Eastern States was v/ell understood 
at AVashington before Mr. Webster left that city and the expectation 
was generally entertained that the course he had pursued in regard to 
the doctrine of nullification would call forth a more general demon¬ 
stration of respect from the Eastern people than might otherwise have 
been exhibited. IMany, perhaps most persons, would, on a first im¬ 
pression, have taken it for granted that Mr. Webster, if he cherished 
the desire attributed to him by the supposition we are consider¬ 
ing, would have made it a point to be with his people on the 
President’s arrival amongst them, to have participated in their demon¬ 
strations of respect, to have mingled in the combined assemblages of 
the President’s political friends and his own, and so to have manoeu¬ 
vred as, without a seeming effort to that end, to cause, as he did at the 
Faniieil Hall meeting, the eulogiums bestowed on the Chief Magis¬ 
trate to be regarded as virtually proceeding from himself. But, in 
the case supposed, conceding to his position a portion only of the 
dignity and influence with which his lavish admirers invested it, he 
might well have reasoned differently in regard to the steps by which 
such a coalition as that he desired should be preceded; he might well 
have preferred a course of proceedings by which to save so great a 
sacrifice of his personal consequence. His enthusiastic young biogra¬ 
pher and friend, March, when, treating of the proposed union, he 
spoke of Mr. Webster (who was, he says, “ admirably qualified for a 
great adviser ”) becoming the gneat ally of General Jackson, of 
“ securing his admiration by the majesty/ of his intellect ” and supply¬ 
ing “ the mind to plan what the other would have had the heart to 
execute,” m.ay have come nearer to Mr. Webster’s views of what would 
liavc ])een the character of a union between Gen. Jackson and himself. 
"Wlncliever way Mr. W. may have reasoned on the subject his actions 
certainly were most in harmony with this idea. So far was he from 
taking pains to be at home when the President arrived in Massa- 
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t‘Iius(*<ts tluit lit' till* I'litii'i' pffitMl i.f tlu* (JfUiM'a]’. \1 it 

New Kii^iatul for lii.- i'aiiuius Wt'slern (our, vNliU'h by \n ; biten'ai'lu-r 
is (U'st'i’iln'ti as haviua' In't'n " mu' fiauiaual aiul li_\ hi- 

fi-iuials of du' N’atinual Intulliy'i'tu'uf a ■ “ an uviMir^ ii ai in tli.* iiiiij'rc , 
(if whieh lu' wrought liftlt- Ic •' than a miracle ui>nn part} i’ctul an.i 
(hn'isidns in tlu' W’csfi’i’n country'' .ettimr hnth. a it mu ( n'raia- 
fill (ropin', a h'ttcrhy which Mia tJrumln in (’onncclioii uith c\cral 
of (h'U. elack.-.on's friend-^ am! nci'diliotn-. at Na-lnillc and nthei'S 
without distinction of party, iinitc him, in hinhl\ cotuplinicntiry 
(I'rms, to N'isit that city and its nclidihoiuhnod. iiy the a<loption of 
thiscoiua i' Mr. W'l'h .(cr \\ as enahled (ti yin- morcdundt \ and ;• r.• iter 
('dicacy (o .Mich trihuti*; of rc.spcct to {he public act- (d the I’n- ident 
as he tuiyht desire t<i pay (hem. In-feud td’ rpcalnn*'; to tliat hn»'h 
ollieer as (he chairman <d' a committee or a - the nuner td’ ri' olnlion: 
at a fnihlic meetiny, coinc_\ iip.’' hi ■ ou n 'cntimenl. nmilitict! I'V tho-e 
of other.-, as noidtl ha\c been the ca t* if he hail waitcti to receive liim 
in (lie vicinity of his own Inuue, he could ntm pc.-d. in hi . own n.ime 
and, if 1 h‘ elm-e :-o to do, tin' nnmi\ei{ feeliny of hi hc-u t. ur..l in 
sti'ud of nildrcseitty Inm jn (he ndtht of a p.ipul-.n it»H a maimitv of 
whom the Pre.- itleut \ery ui'Il knew would ue\er ■ o far ct due their 
iineterate pridudice: or reeanl their n|tl aitil loot.-.l d. cfi-ot a (‘i 
heeome his .Mtieere Mipporter ;, he eouhl 'av v. h.it he noidd d- i!i‘ to 
him or at him in (he henriny of any portion of the people -d’ the W'e ( 
whom he .‘houh! have rea ou to think he f adapti-il t.* b: pujpti 
Mr. \\'eh-.ter wa-; then and lunl aiway'' iteen a partv m.tit. <• rla’mlv 
amony (he 'trletest if not also atuony the hitten i »•.' Id .•>{. If 
suited his \ iew to dolT iii parti an eharaeter ami aruit r ••n (Id. tour, 
and Ids pulitieal opponentN, Inniny heen Ihe victor, in tlu* f.t i rreat 
ronle.t and nv-liny in posia'vduni (d’ the t Jov ernntenf. v. .-t,- ool nid. 
})o.M*d to rneid Ids adMinei's and to rt'ceive .*0 ill tlmod hed i let.k'r... 
under .'.neh eirciiiir tanee.s, with frank cordiality. Ih.w ne. ; (mf the 
assumption of this imn-romlndant appi'anim-e wa with the l.idior 
and netuul vlt'ws of Ids parly will he heat eon idered v.h.-u w.- o. ih 
of till' rmi'.htn^ ioneh wldn-h he yave to tldr; peace pi.d'e 'my, .d lea t. 
if not also, in a s{H'cinl .si'ii.si', peaer. inakiny enterpri/.e, 

Pilhlie diniu'r.s, ro n(unhu\ were, with a , imde i-\eep(...u t.n « ui' 
einnati), avoidi'd, hut he aeeompanied luryi* partie t.n p* » -iic 
exeursions, la'c't'ived nddre.sse.s, and imtierd their eontmt v .h» u de * 
ri'luted to partienlnr pidints in the imjiroveineut td' liu- t.emir. 
till' latter Mihjeet, with (he proinii-.e of further adv auc.-neoi .,d 
(.luv favoruhle eharaeter id* (he peopk*, eon, titni iui'' the >‘i' ic 

•speeehe.s. Party polities were, studioiady e.eUeWiMl or p . t| ■.ued. 
1 horo WiiB not 11 word s^ioken anv whert*, .'•a^’c {5,t> ( ’iteiiurd!, h; 
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eech at wliicli place was not published, to which the warmest ad- 
irer of the President could not have listened without recei'ving 
‘ence. Apparently Mr. Webster reserved all that he wished at 
at time to say of politics, past, present, and future, and of the 
urse of President Jackson in that connection for his speech at 
ttsburgii, in the State of Pennsylvania, at which point his Western 
-ir terminated. The unsurpassed fidelity of that great State to the 
meral and the anxious solicitude felt by the |)eople of Pittsburgh, 
w'ell as by those of the State at large, for the maintenance of the 
otective sj^^stem were known to every body and by none better 
derstood than by the orator. It is fair to presume that these were 
iong the reasons by which he was induced to consider Pittsburgh 
i most eligible place for the promulgation of the views expressed 
that speech in regard to his own course and that of President 
2 kson in the suppression of nullification and to the importance of 
! protective system, of which he thought himself entitled, after 
proceedings of the j)ast winter, to the distinction of being re¬ 
dded as the principal champion. The more the Pittsburgh speech 
jonsidered tlie more evident will be found its bearing on the point 
;ler consideration. The significance attached to it by its author 
Dears from the facts that whilst the speech delivered at Cincinnati, 
’ promised to the printer, was never furnished, this, having been 
;e published from the notes of a professional stenographer, was, 
nths afterwards, I’eA’ised and materially enlarged by Mr. Webster 
iself and republished in Niles’ Pegister, the p)rincipal mouthpiece 
':he protectionists. Mr. W’s uniform friend, the venerable James 
3S, an old school and consistent federalist, was chairman of the 
nmittee of Invitation, which w,as mainly if not wholly corn¬ 
ed of Mr. Webster’s iDolitical adherents, and the Mayor of the 
who presided, manifested himself a zealous member of the 
le denomination. The meeting was held in a grove and was 
mded b}^ some three thousand of the citizens of Pittsburgh and 
vicinity. Mr. Webster was presented to the assemblage by the 
yor in a brief address full charged with compliments but dis- 
:tly engrossed, however, 'with the domestic questions and con- 
is of the Country in respect to which Mr. W’s latter o]Dinions 
best accorded with those of Pennsylvania, placing Nullification 
the protective system in the front ground: 
entlemen, [he said] we are this day Citizens of the United States. 
Union is safe. Not a star has fallen from that proud banner 
incl wlricli our affections have so long rallied raid when, with de- 
tful assurance, we cast our eyes on the eventful history of the last 
•, when we recall the gloomy apprehensions and perhaps hopeless 
>ondency wliich came over us, who, gentlemen, can learn without 
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;) ‘i'low of t‘nihusi:i'-iii that the arfU t --f th.' (' -u f ifiitinu 

that Daniel W'eli^ler is lutw in the luitl.^t nf ii- ! 'I't' h; . iuii>.hi\ in 
((•lli'ct the natifUi, with <in(‘ vnietx fontiileil it - <’aii e <•! lite nr ih-alh. 
Shall then* In* wilhhehl from the triumphant mhoeate a niiion'. 
jLrrat it lale I 

It i:, worthy of remark that neither in Ln\in^' thi well i 

jti'oin 1 iieiM'l' to the ''iih)eei iil luili• il'ut !tm nof in lu r.if ne i a|tjii*;il 
for (he natioir yratiimle h-r i: iv etu* from tin* peril, that hail 
eiiviroiieil it wa- the name of Amireu .faek on e\en inait h'I' ci 1, or 
his part ieipat ioii in that I'l’eai ili'li\eranee allutle.l to nihe . e ii «a . 
the-ile ae-n of the para“raj>h !mmeiliatet\ foliou ii.e; thi ont'an f iif 
atimiralioii ami prai e o! Mr, Weit-ter v^hi'h aimed to hov, t!ie 
^.nperior ir-efnlne^ , in the then ituafion of (lie ('oniUrm of *■ jntei 
leetnal pl’t* lamiielie ■ ' o\er appi'al to ** the e«ord. and the ha vaiet. 
M'henee aro e t his . immlar omi ion, rendered fh,* more r.tiikiny hy 
the- plaee where and the people hefoi.‘ \'. horn :t oe. tireed. it i not. 
eas\’ (odi eover; \iheiher e>e are toaltrdiiite it to the . nt(j*ath\ of 
the Mayor (who e n.uoe i, not reeordeih wuh the feclm.'' >.| the 

\enerahle ehairman of f!ie (‘omiiiilte" w iio, from l.mie' m tii .t a 

‘/ealoii;; advoeate of (ten. rla> k on' ih-etioo. ii id fioae.l from''ly 
ayaln: i him when he fome! Hiat !>>• had mi f;d,eu the h-at of his 
politieal sentiment . or \’.hei!;,'e n s i the ii -dl ot de em to til’ 

I rea‘e the eretlii and to :'.'iell ihe '. '.o W,.|, j,-!'' \, ry differ 

tail eoiif’e wh,Ue\er n!a\ ha'.e la-.u the mi.|n>- the la!?**!’ did nof. 
tail to ei\e to the Ih'e ideiit' nood > onihief the in-e piouiuienee 
whieh hail heeii a>in!<led to lu own |.\ the Ma\or and tieat-'d the 
; uhjeet in a ^^a\ \ulh w.hli-h thr' friend of ,1a'k on had re.e.nj to he 
lali lletl. lie poke of hho as a ‘'}a(riof!.' ehlef n. o-' ti ito” who 
wa- “(rile to (‘vetw dnf \ and who, “wheti the eri i usued in 
whieh our t'on titm on wa in daninr," tepped fojw.ard in ii . de 
feiiet* In a spirit whieh had Iinheed him iMi. \V«‘h ten fo \ iehl “ not 
,a tame and he itatiny hid :i eoidial and idliet.uf nppoit to his 
mea' lire 

In all 111!. Mr. Mkhrier did no more than the enlpahje t.nd ion 
of t)u‘ Maun* ami the other eireitm tauee'; of the ei e impo -d upon 
him tt'-' a dut\. In a : tih.*-e<jnent part of h? addre , hot hefoii' 
he liild quitted the yeneral ‘lllijeet, he availed him elf itf ih > oppor 
fimiiy to (aiiintieiid the \ iew’s in rejeard to the etnuinet td' the (lov 
ernnumt whieh he had fonnd to prevail in the enur e td' Id. tour 
and in (hat eoiineetion to add wind follows: 

T Uuiiw itial (!nt'-;e wiiu leive '•■eeu tlf In cufriei lo tnr, lu fheU- t..jfrie-’.f h 

in ('oarre^s aiipriwc ul' the liiraHare.”! reciiuuin iHteti tli,. i'-.- a.-a vVi. 
^e|‘ ttiat he lias liikea on’iiMtoa, iluritia Ute I’eer .n' (‘..Here- , f,i ,, ;t fjuit 
Itiui uT (he t'liuutr.v ; and We ktniw hie,v ju- Ua ■. ni>eii r. . h.jve 

hniith lieea eMeuUeil wllli more slii.-erity m f'rh-;.,! diiji; tusd. f.,r ..... . oth- 
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tiK'n, I t!ik(‘ orrasioti Id say Unit, liuviufj; lu'ard til' his ri'liinv to Ihi' s(^iit of 
lan’f'i'nint'iil willi IidmIMi rallu'r (It'hililnit'il, it is imiDu.a my iiinsl i'iU'iit'Sl 
pniyi'rs (hut I’roviiliMUH' may sparn his lil'i' ami that lu' may p'u (hrovij^h with 
his admiiiistI’al'.ioii and cmiu' out: with as mtmh success am! .aiefy us any 
ef his l)l'Od('C('S.SDrs. 

naving paid this (rilmto of respect (o the President and oU’erod 
nj) tiiese earnest prayers for his ftitiire sncct'ss, Mr. Webster nt'xt 
turned to the. sentiments favorable to himself as the fricmd of: 
domestic industry, expressed by the !Mayor, as (o a maUtn* of which 
lu' was ('vide.ntly full aiul fully pri'pare.d to speak, lb', did not j’cd'er 
to ihe bill Mr. ('lay had, (hriu' monihs befoia', introduced an<l caused 
to be pa.ssed to (juiet >Soulb C’arolina,’ and of which be (Mr. W.) 
hud stud, from his plata' in the. Senale, (hat be opposed it- because 
it imposed ti, resti’ict.ion upon the fu(ur<', h'fi’islation of ('onca’ess, be- 
ciuisc “it s('cnicd to yield Ihe constitutional power of [iroti'cl ion ” 
and bectiusc “in ^'ivinm up s[)('cilic dutii's and substittdin<y <((l 
valorem^ the bill htid abandoned tlu'. policy of all wisi' jjiovi'rnment-s 
and (lus policy of our own <>'<(Vernmenl. and the policy always advo- 
etdt'd by (he Sentd.or from K<‘nlueky”. 1 did say hi' did not name 
that bill at. Pitt.sburyh but lu* spoke at. it. with p’reat power and, 
doubtless, with elleci, upon minds so stroneiy predisjawtal 

u^tdnst it. ihs were those id’ the maniifactnriny popnhition id’ that, 
city, in a siicci'b which luid been olivionsly pi’('[iaivd with imusutd 
eari' :ind rcsi'arcb, which aimed to [ilaei* the .sidijeel. in new' lights ttnd 
from till' iidliieiiee of wliicb it wa.*: ajipari'id that much w:is expeeliMl. 
lie .'■,poke. of (lie protective system its a policy wdiieli Masstiehnsetts 
had not origimited ami to wliich slu‘. was not oriyimdly favorable, 
which had lu'cn hnm^dtt into exislenei' hy (hi' overw heiminp,' iidluenee. 
(d* .\ew York, Ikmn.sylvania and ()hio (Ihe Stale.-; to which Ite Intd 
nnide the \ i'.it be w:m. then upon the [loini of closiiiy,) but in which 
.she had ac(|itiesc(‘tl :if(er it was thus adopted. lie said tlnd. Uiey had 
yi\'en their c;ipit;d and hdior to it- that they had become wedded 
to it. Ml t Ind. “there was now no shadi' of diHerenei* bet,ween the 
inleri'.' ts of Pennsylvania Jttui Ma.ssaclin.setl.s," “ \Vi‘. shall not,'’ 

.-aid he, ii'ld it willmiit a slrny^de, neitlier shall we yiidd the prin- 
clph' of jiroteethm, without a sevttre sirit'y^fe, under any eircumstuiiees 
w hutever.” 

He ti’eati'd the snbjeel (hron^iiout as if (he ({uest.ions of yit'ldinp; 
the sy.stem and its eonslilntionaliiy had hcen ni'wlv put in i.ssiu' 
and under cireunr tances of menace and pi'ctdiar d:in<f(‘r to its ex- 
i.^tenei'. lb' infrodneed a;-; niwv :i detaih'd and \ erv interi'stin^ stati'- 
nient id’ (he proceedintrs of (lu* mechanics of Ihiston “tlu‘ workers 

• All Ai‘f (ii iiiiiitiry 111!* Al l III’ 111" riiiiiti-i-iiUi III' .Inly » ■* * njid jill nllicr Ai'ts 

Im ji.i.-.liic dutii" III! mijiiill'. Ajilii'iu I'll Maich U, ns.'l.'l, 

• .MX, VI. p. ! m. 
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ill ] hilthti' f j, ill f in, .run. X*-. ’ ! • it:.! .i i j,,. j-’,.,! 

crul (if nl it tii, (f Uff t-ni} fn*' 'n'.licht'i' t.i' >. iji 

l’:i\(ir itf [u-ttlfft (till itiif ih:u lo fii" >• p’■•■I’n:' n i;l | •! ■ >1 • I'-iHt y 
u a- a ffilla 1 tlf a ft m! 1 11 !!i 1.“ f fii ■ ■' f f ih i' i!'tii- i f tilu nf 

■tin* ('(ni.'-t if lit ii ui it fit, a n> 1 t nni‘i ialf ■ i i a \ n * >* ; 

f iitliT 1 Ilf .t' fn-.-uHi f1- a 1 i ' « ' ■ ■ a. t' ‘ ■ ■ a '' I ; 4 u iu 

i’<*ai!il\ ali.nul'iM tinr ; i- ■■ ■ ■■ ■ i*i j.jii 

tfclii’H, li'lliaj •»*. ill ail f'M f , ... ff. f ... .ftfj, 

fiiiH illul I tl«i Ui't K..:i t . ‘..:i ' >•••.; *. < ; . »•« 4’aH 

,’if I’tt,' I ha i ! "ti’t <■!': >S '■ 

! ijiiiiff iVtUu llif Sf iiif! :i| .itn ).-!><.■; ••! !.,■,! in 

Xilf-' Kf"! (fi'nl ,h:h "i!?), !'’<>,.■ 

It \\:\‘ tail iikrl'i liiit Mr. t'li*. v. i.i.m .«a. }<i .fa-i ■. |t:inr 

j'U’if nl' a id.ill ulin (' ah thf I'ft.iilr hf hnl t < :hv Ifi, h 

rra nil (n iff ft lU*. utff ti jtii! v, if !i « I n .m i hf r. i | . i t i j\i. {.n .i!-..t{hfr 

ami iiii.il truralf, nr ti iVm.fat a ii.'.ima i > i - fi an :i.| 

mini tratiiiii ulufli hi* ami Xlr. I’.nMIf ” i m pj t n, a li »i‘. rhf ij-fU: f,i 
n\ f rt hi'nu , <ir an at fm-lv ami .ilm.* f n; -i nn: i •! ai'.tn 'n, 

t if if In t Ilf I HI It mu u !i a h ,l ii:ii I I <ff u t f.i- { i h* a < *1 hi I t - f • • * t ih[ > |j 

fnr linu. I’lf, ihai nl If.tii n." at}- m'.itf 'nal ft , .■,>!, -u ft f i i.f th-- 
{’<»ini( r\, nt’ tin- |t!i.(r-fh', f \ in i, .xauif an a aixl 

|irninnh'atfi 1 ai iifli a mtnufut *,ah>f.a, .if ■ i, ;«^hfi.-.j.;* a . ju 
f itm t lia! Ilf a m liu | ‘art \ hat i .i i a ■■■ i t« < i; ti a « ‘ . * 1 .1 I i < ■,, j \}« . i 

; (f r, 1 ii iirtijHiri 1 .Ill i«t h . in . .i I j - ii ^ I’i »■ . i> ni .Ink ■ if• . ji,i, 

nl hi . [ftiln ifal aiilnTfal , ^tilf ! .In i:.ii fhau. ihff l.f 'ata* 

iimimli! it f\|if>lifui. if Mi, fst.i . !-n 5.1 l.f iljf 

niadfr m f a it lln-ii fn...l. fn hn-.tl. - hh h-m n ih a fia. il jnitf 

turf. '^i!nrnll'•hi_^ aft lit-.} a l.r mmiil liiw- h '-It. f'l t'i. Ii ! -If 

\ f If ij unr lit. n I thi‘m.|ii- .if n.ainf annu;' fiauiill tl n' 

latinii pr-rmam-n! 1\ wttir Mr. Wh-hf.-r, hf, n.- 1 i-rslx-k- , l.ja-r. i!»f 
(ifpl ll n| f In* I! i (111 ! U ;t h W hlf 11 1 Ju* lifter i r«a'a i . h . | t f. tie- ma 

n| ulial \\ a . rallfii Sia* .1 mk nij parf_\ am! !<\ J m.. t i.lh niial 
ifa'lfi aifi iif nii.vl,t irme liei-n imhifeil fu h«tk npxii ► !!■•!{ fn .mhj 
; i fniithnlil in that (jUaiter a .n hn|iflr a fn uiakr if K' i t'r ! 

rniir. I* tn 1ml In i*\f ■ tn tlifiii uud {«» till t to fh«' poH.-r of t? >' hank 
tu ; ffiin* imli pfii ahlr fnHp»*r;vtinn. lie Is.uf in n uof a lutli* in 
lliieiifetl in lh»‘ ailnptinn nf thn cnm’ilia! 11 } v f-aj! e !j.- ha.i p'n n-.-.| 
fnuartl;. Ml*. \V. at tin* prefnliner J,,,, ip,. kii,,,.. p,, 

.M-- a-il nn till; point iiini l»y \shat he aw nl' t!i,- .-M.-nf ft* whifh liait 
pn'iit (finati Innl ItUTCU'^eti (lu* nlrdaflea (n Ui prooie sn the flu.-f 
tinn imiifafnl hy tin* clunmy junl uitwi a* maiuifr \i\ ul a h he h.i-l .!e 
'visftl -ami rnmluftfil the prttfi-i-iliny - nf hi- Fatn-uil Hall sueetuso *.11 
the (H’l’Jision of tlu* lir.il uppi*aranfe of the I’lofluinatinn. Tlie e e.ei-.- 
huek SIS no pructieal uuin, with onlv a umilerati* liare of fonmmti 
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sense, could have failed to avoid. Gen. Jackson was in Congress 
during the first term of Washington’s Presidency when the germs of 
the political creed which has been, in its leading features, in suc¬ 
cession, that of the old republican the anti-federal and democratic 
parties, were first planted in the public mind, and he had imbibed, 
to an extent heretofore stated an abiding sense of the justice and wis¬ 
dom of its doctrines. I have heretofore also remarked that, whilst 
its vital and fundamental principles were never obscured or shaken 
in his mind or heart, he had doubtless lost, in some degree, during 
a long military service and consequent withdrawal from and indif¬ 
ference to party contests, his familiarity with the liistory of some of 
its particular tenets and the perception of their constant application 
and importance. How far the character of the Government, other¬ 
wise plainly defined, had been affected by the declarations of the pre¬ 
amble which had been affixed to the Constitution was one of the 
vexed questions between the old republican and federal parties ol‘ 
that period. The different effect of the adoption of the one or of 
the other interpretation has been elsewhei-e described. The docti’ine 
of the democratic party in that regard, which is identical with that 
zealously insisted on by the early republicans, was siq^jjosed to ha\’o 
been ignored in the construction of tlie Proclamation and the ancient 
federal dogma to have been recognised in its place and the Faneuil 
Hall meeting, called to consider and express an ojpinion upon that 
State Paper, seemed determined that nothing in respect to the 
grounds of its action should be left to inference. Its resolutions, 
offered by his friend Col. Perkins but bearing unmistakably the im¬ 
press of Mr. Webster’s mind, and doubtless dictated if not written 
by liim, gave special prominence to the rival definitions which had 
been so long the subject of dispute between the two great parties of 
the Country, claimed to find the federal doctrine asserted in the 
Proclamation and adopted by the President and, with that under¬ 
standing of the scope and spirit of that document, expressed the 
warmest approval of them and pledged them the support of the 
meeting. 

The apprehension that the Proclamation was in truth obnoxious 
to such construction, strengthened by these proceedings, cost tlie 
President many friends, particularly in the Southern States. John 
liandolph seized the opportunity and, taking advantage of the fact 
that Col. Perkins, who offered the resolutions and Harrison G. Otis, 
who advocated them in an able speech,—two gentlemen of as high 
personal honor and probity as any of whom the Country could 
boast—had composed a majority of the Commission sent by the 
Hartford Convention to the Seat of Government, and were met on 
their way thither, denounced tlie President, as I have elsewhere do- 
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fu-rilu'd. fi»r havitiL'; "''li ukiU^mI iht* fina .:.'i hi; 

clatditai to the (‘hicf Ma;r! !r;u-\ ,.r tl.r t hu, .if ..fflt,- 1 . S/' 

foi'liavinij;trail-{tMTi'd Ids-- I't'al ir:* n>l '-it* s , huinl 

aiul t'ciX, tu his and tluar Mli.-iv l t-’i.'ur-* . fh-- rdt n h dn-.di 
ultra hank, \dtra taritl'. idtra laiinn! Inipr..; and Ifartfurd 

('oil\'iai(ion imai tha liahifual aiUl.T ni >>{ it'- Itia-U . da. ! hi'-a 
(■dVris of (lu* (ht tun nllH•tiu;^ a.idrd lu la i.iv^iuu ..h .•jiafimi of 

Ihr d’ntnr-l and rvru di lika id' Mr, \V. S* tt-r umutV t.-d, ..u tuauy 
ciiaanauir 1>\' (hr iri’raf huilv td (hi* tia-nd lu thu \dNiiu) nalimi, 
ittiii'ld n't'lL a-. 1 !ia\r rriiiarkrd, ha\r i!ir!-ii> d Mi. t 1 u, ti' h-Ii U{iuu 
tlu> uh.starlr ihry |iri* cutrd an\ * t ..t 1 d s.‘.s ln-t'Atru iluau 

and <ir(rrndlird hiiii t u {aKr uu |ad*1 !>■ ii<d !>-t‘ id .Mr. W * !■ f cl inn\r 
lurid at !’it(..imrf*'h if it li.id ended there, 

Ihit till* latter «a; nut rnnlrut u;th th.- u.* dfer i u tu.id The 
struue-raphrr'- rrjHirt nf Id j'-eeh v, a i-:.!*. ie-u . t \d Id; - s-r, 
ill dulv, Ist’itl; it SI a u!i. e>|U'’lit 1 1 .innitUU'id 'u • I<*. |nu jni|n'r 
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fur hint (u a .'•-iru an adr4|Uate inut!\e, otlier tli.m sie- »tue ut>n ihr 
.suhjrrt uf our run.Mdrratiuin fur t!tr jilddi. at i, III, ;if ihd piuef .le, i.i, 
n friend uf the liank, raukiiyii: ul lea ( et-uud amnur Jh.- le.id.-r >d 
the party !»y " whiidi it \\u-. .su-taiurd, uf a new and i.-v. d .-ditjun 
of a Spni'ch flu* nuiterinl puiul-. uf uhieh, a ha he-n iiuv. n, run 
si ted. 1st uf a driumrinliun uf nunihratiuu and isund'u '. ,ind .tu eit 
ruinia'.tir arruunt. uf ilir surrr-sful eU'uii , h. d.oL ..u .tnd !!«>• 
t )rafur, (u NUpprr.'''S thriiu ami *Jdl}, uf an ehihui.fd- i-* pi. >t..,n -d' th>- 
importuurr uf the prutia-tiir sy.-driu and the daiu-ei tii it nienai'-d 
it, with nil i‘lu<|Urut. invurutiun tu the pruple uf Id nn ihania. t thn. 
ami Xrw York, whu had hruu.ijrht it infu i-xi lene,-. u, d- f.-nd the 

'Viii, 'in, ji. itf". ■■ VI. V. li... 
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AV()rl< of ilu'ir liaiuls. 'To llu' first liraiidi oi’ tliis sliulii'il addnw it, 
could not jt'cii'd that it was not liotli just and tnu‘; luit the (la**; 

of niiilificalion was slnick, (hr cause and its cinuupioiis, jiolitically 
sj)eakin_i>', W(‘i'i‘. ruiiu'd. Why liuiit that lialtle o\'i'r attain - i-u/ Ikhu> 
by (he revival o(’ (in' suhjh'ct t Especially would such a course appt'ar 
inexp('di(‘n('. on (he part of any supporter of tiu' hank, 'fhe nulli" 
tiers and tlu'ir able leadi'i’s ^\■e!•e, at h'ast t/in/.sy frii'uds of tliat insii- 
tnlion, many from clufua' abd all from hatred to Pri'sidc'nt dai'kson, 
the arch foi' of nulli beat ion. d’he first. rej){)rt of Mr. \\'ebs(er''s 
spei'cli had said enoit^’h on (he subject and in (he (lenei'ars fa^■or to 
satisfy bis warnu'sl admirei's, but ('\'en that was materially I'ular^x'd 
ill the revised production, notwitlistandin<i' tlu' extent (o which orii>;‘- 
inal difb'ri'nei's belvvei'ii (he political friends resiiect iia'ly of (he 
President and tin'. Ora(or had increased in violence since the appear- 
anee. of tlu'. lirst; puhlicalion. Whilst. I'vi'.rythiipii; contained in (he 
latter was rt'lained in tlu' formi'r, including (he earnest prayer for 
(he succi'ss of (In' administ rat ion, (he I'oltowiiiijj,’ ('utii'i' sent,cnee 
(which wc cannot suppo-.i' wonhl have been omitted by the ste- 
noe-raplu'C if it had been ; pokcii at Pittsburyh) v\a;; [iiibrnihed in (he 
Boston ('ditioii; 

W'lillc I am willing a-: uliifi-; ht aUniil llml liie has, on ellter oeca- 

HliiHS, rcliiiered iiiiiinrfmil servlees to Hit* ('uunlry, ami esiiceiniiy an llml oren- 
hIou wliii'li lias ;,i\eu lilm so iiun'li iiiiliUns naiown, 1 yol lliiaU (he ahiilly ami 
ilt'cisiou wllli which hi' resisieil Uio (lisnraaiiizlne; iloeti'lueH ul’ nulilllealhm ere 
ale II claim lhali uhlch he ha;^ umio iii- lmr in iho arallimle ol' (lii> (loniitry alitl 
tile respeol ol’ iio.-lerity, 

Assumin/x (lad it was at that time Mr. Webster’s i'xpi'ct at ion to re¬ 
main with the party which hail (hen alrea<ly enteri'd on a new cain- 
jini^n, desiu’iied to be one of act iii* and iinremit t iipr Im;- (ilii ies, amaiusi. 
an administration for the prosperity and linal ^a!cc('s,■; of which he, 
after an inti'iwal, repeated .mi feiwent a prayer and on who.se (biief hi* 
(Inis reiK'Wed and accinniilatcd encoiuiuni;, without beiii/j^ enlh'd (o 
l•e(urn to the lathjeel by any piihlie coiisidtu'al ions of which (he piih 
lie were inbrnoed, we are oblig'd to aeknowii'd^n* a ilisplay id' politi 
eaJ inamnanimity on his part. a . eoiiiniendahle a‘i it was ran' at an I'ra 
of misurpassi'd purtisan violence. In referenci', also, to Mr. Wh'h 
sti'ins own .serviei'-. (he I’evi.-f'd edition niati-rially aiuplitied the ri’port 
id' the s(enomrapher. By the lattei- (he Spi'aki'r was inadi' to say (hat 
h(' ^a\e to the Pn'sidi'nt' mea'-iire . “not a taini' and hesitalinm hni 
n eoi'dial and elliejent support in (he former the revi.ser (hoiimht it, 
expedient to add (he follow iny: 

T| Is Irite, (Iniiliih‘^-, llml ir iK^M'll' nml nlhers laid .■•■urreadered mirsclvi's In a 
H|)lrll. id’ njtiMi.silitiji we luiald laoo ruihiu’l'a.ss'd and jiroludily del'enletl the 
tui'nsm-e Ilf the nduduharuthm, tail in m* ihiiur we shuuUi, in luy oiilulon. have 
liei'ii false to mu'own elianieiers, i’!d.'*e lo our duly and I’ai.se lo mir ('uaiilry. 
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{'(insi(liTin,LC timt Mr. t'luy, .-.i !.. usilhii-Mn.m 

ulul ill (lu* pa.‘-’r.;iul (lx* I'ui’i'*' lull, huil ii‘!( tiu* ^ h.ihiln*!' 

oil. t!i(‘ iiiiniil wlu'U it ua . orilcml to In* rui'io i»h ;ii a he 

sulisftiuxiUly (Ilf liupnrf *>1’ it , afiuo jih.-r--, atci in froiiK* 

hfallli. aiu! iiail iifitlifr I'or it • pa- asu* tu>v rffiuaifil lu ' uauif 

in l(s I'asor on (hf la.-l rcailiiii-' if tiu- lull, aini lli.it ho v. a . flu* only 
*Si'iiator !;noraii!f (o liif lufn-.ui'f t>! 'kshoiu that In' . ai.i, i ; i(, 

uo(, tlillifiil( to iuiairiiio (hat whil 1 h> thf Sjiff< h a - hr ( r'-potifil 
.'•■o finphalifally f h'ariiiu: hi-. o« Ji ;Liti .of tiu- im|'U!attMU of •-oulrut. 
iiiif him..fir ui(h ifivin** to (hf I’n*-xlfnt. in a 'Tt'.if ‘-ri 1 ., ‘‘a (auif 
inal lu'xitatiny i iii'jair!or a^yiiu %slifU moutii ■ atlfrwar<l I'H-par 
iiii!' in hi.-: fill. t‘i ihfM* ln\ffi 1\n.'^'aUi-.S (Iff v. ho ha.I lo-.m.l thrm 
fapahlf of aftinf; tlnli-rrutly fn in him flf, n mo.r o ■■;iu-f<l 
lo Mr. W'fh.-.lfr dial. Mr. < layV fUfiui>-u voailil ,iv an.i ft:. I'la-is.i; 
ajiprahfiui (hat hr ua' (hr pfi'-MUi aiuifd at h_\ da- f mitnal ,ut.i 
\ ioiimt ilfiiiiiiflalion.-.f 

ihll 1 hf I’fS irft! Spfffii foutuitiftl auuthfl* iho\ ■nil.-iiff fdtu’h 
Would :-ffin (oha\f a .■■dll tiiorf '.ipnihfaut hfariuf npou fli:, pomt. 
W’f ha'i f already r poKen of the heart Imru't*;' . (hat liad . .lo rd 

In (he fil'orl, i.o t!'an-;p:ireiit in the pj->'l■l■<■dlll;'■ , o! ti;.- o.r.foi.o af 
i''anf 111 1 11 a 1 h (o fepri-- eitl t If u. .1 aeI. mi a let 11 '.■■ ■■ i*i.a a lu .I | •.{,t e d 
pniifiplf.. dirfftl\ in nppo itiou (u di<< f hf fle-ii Ifd lu f.iil'. hlf. 
and oft hf foir fcpifui di a( i faft ion of uiaitik of h; . fi u n-1 , r\hd>it. .1 
in difir hfarin,y (ouaid-. Mr. \\ fh (rr. \o uKrtupf to r^phiio that 
(dl'ort away m* (o hliin( (hf forfo of il iff d i. found «n (h«' h 

at I’ill ■hiiryh a ; roporifd, hnl in da- re v i rd rdifion (hi: < lui >.u 
appftir.. to hf lUpplifd h\ dif follow itirt Mndenfi*, When ...utmeiai 
iny tile I’roelainat ion the (h'atnr j.-, made to ay; 

*' 1 Would Iiot lie under chhI to .“^.priili of pai'titular > hin e and 
phra-e. ill die I h-oelaiiint ion'* twhieh wi*re :peedieal!\ »r [..idt 
in llif h'.'Uienil Hall rfMilnt iomd '‘hut it.- rreui and huidn •*; do** 
trine whifli liad iiowhfi’f heen failed in ipsf lion lo iW- !*■«• j 
dent*-: anti nullifyii^; friend.'-.*. 

1 eainmi. .''ee how any othiT fouxtrtiednu enn he piaei-d upon the 
int rodiiet imi of this ohsr'rv ntioii than tfiat il emn. e.{ a d- to 
eoiieiliate the Ih’i'dtient and his friend *, au re-ported tue Spi itker, 
or rather die /f/vVi/*, hv dissocirdiny lire latter from the nnaeei ja dile 
tenor of (he. resolutions <jf (he Kiuietiil Hall meeiiny. 

Ihit the nio;.t. iahoi'fd endeavor of Mr. W'fO'tfr, in (hi m>n,fiafrd. 
was to amplify and iuipnivi' his di. tiui it ion rfourdiuf ihi- protee 
live systeni it.s impnrtuiiee and tin* nefe-- it_\ of c-floii ha- n 
presi‘i*\'ii(ion. If lluM'easoiis for the re\i ionof the pfeeh und« r the 
fireumst.unees W'ere. ineoiireivahli' (hose for an flahiu'ate \ indie.idon 
uiul tulvoesdiou of the proleetive sy.dem ii( that jiarlienlar moment. 
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exce^Dt upon the hypothesis of a desire to supplant Mr. Clay in the 
confidence and favor of the protectionists, were even more so. The 
nature and extent of the protection to be given to the domestic in¬ 
dustry of the Country had been settled by a law just enacted, which 
was, by its terms, to remain in force for a long series of j'ears. In 
his speech on its passage Mr. Webster had raised an issue for the 
public, asserting in as open a manner as he thought eligible and safe 
in his then position—^the affirmative of that issue, to wit: that the 
bill abandoned the principle of iirotection, and insinuating that it 
was founded on concessions that the system was unconsitutional and 
that it had been sacrificed to the menaces of South Carolina. At no 
time, after the adjournment, did he either agitate the subject with 
the avowed object of obtaining a repeal of the law or make a distinct 
point that the bill which had been passed involved an abadonment 
of the protective system, and yet he devoted himself industriously 
to the work of magnifying the importance of the system in the esti¬ 
mation of the people, portraying the evils that would befall the 
Country if it was abandoned, and directing popular distrust at men 
and measures which might be supposed to favor such a result. To 
have contended before the people, after its passage, that Mr. Clay’s 
bill was such a measure would have been received by that gentlemen’s 
friends as a direct attack upon him and Avas therefore deemed inex- 
‘ pedient; the course adopted was as Avell calculated to weaken Mi‘. 
Clay with the protectionists and was therefore preferred. Would 
not his faculties have been indeed obtuse if Mr. Clay had failed to 
see in all Mr. Webster’s movements, since their last parting, the most 
satisfactory proof that his objects were to unhorse the acknoAvledged 
leader of the opposition and to conciliate the good will and support 
of President Jackson and of as many as possible of his friends in 
his own favor for the succession, in the form and to the extent which 
after developments might shoAV to be practicable and auspicious? 
Whatever may be our conclusion as to Mr. Clay’s judgment or dis¬ 
cretion as exhibited in guarding himself against the dangers by Avhich 
his political positions were threatened there was never good reason 
to question his intelligence or accuracy in penetrating the designs ° 
of his opponents. Perhaps the former object required more habitual 
self control than may he ascribed to him, Avhilst for success in the 
latter he was amply qualified by the genius with which nature had 
liberally endowed him. He, in all probability, apprehended Mr. 
Webster’s views before he came to Washington at the meeting of 
Congress, and his convictions in regard to them were riveted Avithin 
two days after Mr. W.’s arrival by the demonstration made by the 
latter on Grundy’s motion, Avhich aimed a bloAv directly at a material 
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ill Ills own jit> iiinii ,iiu! !i\ i u. ii>i, jt.i ui,,)) 

iiii^iil' Ik* i)\'i‘rt li I'll a 11. Ilf Ifiii .! *' {si! i. ' .u I'h'ia 

(h'lphi;! ti> lU-dlfft hiiu'-flf, tlu' ImuIi itUu i'l !’!>>iii Mr, Wi-!; 

.sti’rV (h-rivi inn utili hr turi uIjUI ij'4 luif i rvur.lu. 

lilt' liisl (If \ fliipninit Ilf lii lurthtaft 1 t ifurti'iiih iffliiiri-: 
phiiiily fiu*u<-h iiKiniffNtftl and \fi. iti an nun n.i! aii l frf^ii{ahl,^ 
th'f'i'ft* foulriilltMl, 

I liavf Miitl (liaf Mr. ( laM ti pifiius in rrlulinn tn t!j(' ahu nf 
Mr. \\‘fii.s(i'r wriit I'mlhcr (t'an ni\ ir..u. llu uili n»*i m pn .r tlif 

rt'titlfi’ lifii I iiihirni liiiu lii.it I nf\ t*r av (In- prtuaM diu." mi Mr. 

(iriimly',- liuitinll iMr fhr po IpunfUirUl nt ihr Mitcrr It! fiiluiuinff , 
uc\cr I'fiul llif IM(t imri’li pcffln ui M-r kuc« mI' da- pain tak«'U hv 
ils uHilmr (o rf\i f and rrpiiMi h d hmfi^ l.td'mr lIu' luffCiii."' tif 

(’cnyTf and knfN\ ruifhin-'' nf f h.tt I am imw rh.thli d 1 m add to 
(lu'.af iudiratioii licarniii upim t!ir pinni unit^ I ii d.f..n h< pt.-patf 
wh.'d I (lliiiu.dll It pfiiprr to :i> id' thr cuilrt lift! t.rlu ru \f r, 
('lay and m\ fl!’, (hf la t tuuf I av. him. n. i. pr-t t'< Mt. W .d- [(u-, 

.My failh in llu- iinaltfrahlr inffi di id' < ifn Jarh i-?/ i’l ifnd l.ip 

had hffU .at I'tJililifd 1 a pa t fVpfiifiUf that 1 v.a at>! ;n . ihlr 

(o .Ml.'lilfinu nr appi'flifn inn nn (I'.at piliut. 1 1 mmn l.’« d at thf aiiif 

tinu‘ fully (lie fvfcnt to uhirli I w-.i fVju* rd. a In anfi'-ipat.-d ur 
ff.s..iir, (n (hf a atilt nf ni} pnlitiral t lirunr (tid lound .ill i hr (uuf 
1 fnithi - parf I'miu nn, pnhlir dufi.- Fshirirudi iH.npini m aatrh 
iiip^ and (h\^a^tutf’ ihr'r lutin.i'Uf aimm t mt, fit, \ (uinur. per 
hap h.'i.’iily, that (hr mir undm" run aifiaiuin .lid n*4 irarli hrixad 
thf ri\alrif. ht-tucrn Mr; i . (dai and W'rh. h-r. (!*•• f\. ti iifr .if 
wliifh Inul hern nnturuiu tn all pari • , .-nd ha\inn, a 1 tiritmlu, 
prntfftcd Ihf (iriifral mmin t injuii, tn.m thu i|iraif<T I n.ml.h-d 

li!\ idf im fardirr with it ..r ai (»ut if. i hr hr ( ih>n" f.» 

udfiitinn ; tiuu ralifd ua llm drhafr i.n Mr. M I nm l\' Hi.*f i»<11. 
and irujn that I uii.r led. , tcp h\ (rji, am! uith ttmjni laln. mrn a 
itijLX intfrf't, intu a ‘/furral rr\ u>\\ ni (In* lui'amur *• ln-tv.i-.-a (hu ■* 
di‘'f in^ui'difd men at thuf crififal prnnd. d hr pi iiimpal if nit . nf 
(hat !i’\ifV\ 1 ha\(' plaffd hrjttii* mt. I'fadfi a a pnifmn ol In tnja 
in which tla-y can la.i fail (u take an Intrrr ( in (.Ui,* drirm.- pm 
]»(>rf imifd (u my nwu. 

M liilaf. fiunii.n*d nn (hi- part nf m_\ wnrK sutuf additi.m-d matfrr 
llr.-d caiiK' (n my kiimvlcdp* wldfh, I faum.t hut think, thmu murii 
lipdd nptm thf iTfiifral t-nhjfft. A frifud -rnt m.-. hmtU aftm it, 
appftU'ain’m a mMill\- lioimd \()lnmf tM!iith’(| “ Im'shuu ffm-f nf (‘nu- 
yn'f:*.,, hy (’harlr-i \\, .March,"’ f»intaimn;'’ a hue rapin nf Ii.tim*! 
Mfh.sftn*, \vi(h hrief nntirc id’ (he aammr ;jiid dnhjA nf fn-ral 
nninn^ hi*, fnntfiupnrarlf-i and fnartnr. in (hr prinmp.d . r.-nr . 

‘ .\f\v ih.*,ti. n I, j.nn. la-n;, a . a..;! -ja. 


V. 


AXITOBTOCirvAFIlY OK MABTIN YAW lUTBKN. 


701 


(U'siM'il)t'd by (be aiUboi*. ISIr. Marrh is a, iiaiivc of Noav 1 lani|)shiro., 
(in w'liich s(a(i'. l\Ir. \\'cbs<iM' was also born) and a yoiiii'i; ii,‘('idIonian, 

I am (obi, not only biiii.idy ('sliamu'd by Mr. but. oiu' in whom 
(bo hdti'r roposod a. inarkod oonlidonoo and with wliom lie oul(,i\':d;od 
a dc\>ji,T(‘o of iidiinaoy not usual bidwomi .u'CMdUnnon id' so <j;roa(. dis¬ 
parity in yc'ars. It. has so hajipmu'd that. 1 havo novm- inach' Mr. 
Marrir.s inajiiaintjinoi' but; I’rom my Unowh'd^-o of (bo hip,-b oharaotor 
of oldi'r branohos of his family^ I am fully pn'parml to Ibid him 
well worthy of (bo ro<rard and oonlidmioo bi'stowod upon him by 
ono of (ho mo.st. if not tho. most, (listin^aiishod man bis nativi' s(a.t,o 
has produood. His book was publislu'd in I-dal, ab a monionti whoii 
Mr. Wobslor’s own mind and (bo minds of bis particular admirers 
wore, turnod, in ono of liu'ir ju'riodioal and always unsiioo(‘ssful 
od'orts to raise' him to tlu' Iha'siih'noy, to (lie (him approaiddn^' Pri'si- 
(hmtiid (di'oiion. As bid’oro intimati'd whilst; I was aid.ually ('inployod 
in (ho preparation of tlu'si' pajyvs oiu'. of my sons approaidx'd mo 
with Mr. March's work in his hand and called my altmdion ((>• an 
imputation wbieh tho author assnmi's (hat Mr. (‘alboim cast, upon 
mi' in bis speech on the h'orco bill. Ibnina: altogether fo ryot ten 
(hat. the. book was in my po.s.ession I aidved my son how be. came, by 
it and was (obi that he hail aeoidentally laid bis band on it while 
searehiny the library idielM"-; for :uio(hei* \'obime, and oponiny it; 
the passap'e referred to caiiybt bis eye. l>e((er aeipiainted with Uio 
(‘Vents of (bat day (ban the author 1 found no dinicuity in salisfy- 
iny my son (bat Mr. Mareh had mistaken Mr. Calhomrs intention, 
wbieh wa;. to apply the oliseiwation attributed to liim to Major kiaton 
insti'ad of to myself: but .struck by (be cleverness ;itul 1 ouyht to add 
(ho, to UK', unexpected fairness In many respects of a work which 
.1 could only base cai-clcsisly yiaiiecd at, if at all, when it; was re¬ 
ceived, 1 read the whole of it ineludiny, to my very yi'en.t; surprise, 
the followimr passaire;-,: 

Speakiny id' the yi'ai’;. K. 1 (paye ybo), (he author says: 

A ei.iijiiuuil!,' Ill’ .‘.eiifliiieiU iuul ae(l<iu, in (Ills I’eiirl'iil eri.sis el’ iiur nalietial 
lii'-liir.s, lii'uiir.lil i!eii, .laele.nti aiul Mr. Weli.sier Intu sUieler Inliinaey, .social 
auii iioIKienl, than had pres'inU.sly ever .■aihslsled he(\V(‘eu (lieni. Some ol' I he 
(t’eaeral'o rrleiid . hoped. ;iud inure reared, a closer ollielal relal iousldit. In 
.Ma.s III’ ttd.s ,\car Mr. WelnUer jmtrtie.sed Wesi ; reuindue; In .tuai' he aiel Mr. 
I.Is in: .toll in Xeu VtirK, lle-n prejiarluc |o ileiiarl on hi.i ml.s.shin in I''rauee. 
l! s\:i; imdei-'.pioil at fhi.*'. fun'* lii prhate and eoulhlentiai elreh's, lhal, hefore 
leasin'' W’.'e.lilnelui!, .Mr, l.hhn' .lnn iiad Inal I'reiinenI and earnest entiser.'athnis 
ssjili th'U. .lai'leon In ri huinH to .Mr. W'elr.ier's pusliion; and llud lie had urj.i;ed 
Upeli him the ;ili .olutf liecessily ol' SeeiU’ile.'; Mr. W'eli:,1 e!*’s enalliuied supporl ol’ 
lii adiaiid .! r;i!iiiii To hi .iU't':e'';l hae- Men. .IjiiK :oii a.ive a I'.'i s'oral >le ear :Uid 
.'leipUc: eenec ; anil iiiillati’h'eil .Mr. I.is iincdon to appi'oai'Ii .Mr. l\’eh.‘4ler up<‘!i Ihc' 
.'nhjeei, 'I’lie.'.e I'unser-iUien ■ and tlii-ir O'suli .Ml'. I.ivlitasnni, in lil.s liilervicsv 
with liim in .Xew York, coiinanidealed to .Mr. Weltsler. 'I'lial a seal lu the 
I’atduet was jit the Milne liine proposed tn Mr. Wehslt'r, on (he part ttf lhi‘ 
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import in connection Tvith the steps taken by Mr. Webster, after 
lie returned from liis Western trip, in respect to liis Pittsburgh 
speech, and his overture to Mr. Grundy, there cannot remain a doubt, 
I should thinlv, on the part of any intelligent person that Mr. Clay’s 
suspicions as to the condition and employment of Mr. Webster’s 
mind at that period were in the main correct, whatever may have 
been the specific ends he aimed at or whatever the degree of ma- 
tiiriti'- at which his plans may have arrived. 

Mr. March, as well as Mr. Webster, if we assume that he was 
cognisant of the statements put forth by Mr. M. were obi’iously not 
a little embarrassed by the incongruity of the friendljj^ relations 
which are alleged to have existed between Mr. W. and President 
Jackson, at the time referred to, with the fact that, only a few 
months thereafter, the former was found closely allied with Messrs. 
Clay and Calhoun in the most violent efforts to obstruct the Gen¬ 
eral’s administration and to degrade him as a public man by per¬ 
suading the Country that he had played the part of a tyrant and 
usurper of powers not conferred on him by the Constitution which 
he had sworn to “ preserve, protect and defend.” It could not have 
escaped such shrewd minds that the transition from the alleged 
cordial alliance to the indisputable bitter assault was sO' sudden that 
men wmuld either discredit the report of the former or condemn Mr, 
Webster for his share in the latter. Accordingly an apology for 
the great and rapid change in Mr. W’s opinions of and dispositions 
towards the President is sought in that fertile theme of partisan 
agitation—the removal of the Government deposits from the vaults 
of the bank of the United States to those of the State banks; but 
unfortunately for the writer, as well as for the suV)ject of Ids del’cnce, 
that excuse is wholly demolished by the irresistible logic of dates. 

Tlio reuioval of the Government depoalts [says jMr. IVIarch] however Jiisti- 
liable on the ground of expediency or even necessity was a measure of such, 
formidable energy as to confound some of the General’s loug('St tried and not 
most timid supporters. It encountered IMr. Webster’s opposition and even 
denunciation. And tins honest difference of opinion iii regard to a mathm 
of temporary importance, prevented the union of the two master spirits of the 
age and blasted the patriotic hopes of the Country. 

The unsatisfactory character of this explanation must be admit¬ 
ted when it is considered that Mr. Webster’s high wrought enco¬ 
miums upon the General’s conduct and earnest prayers for his suc¬ 
cess and gloiy in the administration of the Government, revised and 
enlarged by the author in a second edition, were, without the occur¬ 
rence of any circumstance making such a course necessary to liis 
own vindication but of his mere motion, scattered broad-cast through 
the Country not only months after the deposits had been ordered 
to be thus removed but after that act of the President and the dis- 
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missal of Air. Dnan.- hau inn>u ma.lr tin' .ui.jr.i uf icirfi ;ui rhmuu- 
and tU'nuni-infii.ii <>i! iht' part (d* M r.^ \V.d. fm’ j-thn- al a -.. 'h;,. ,, 
atul Ihal llir attruiplrd itilii-iu* tluai’ Mr. (irtm-iv ua ii<a taifm-r.! 

al'l.T ilmM< a ^-.H•iatr^ ami liu* t'rirud . nf tUa hank la.d 
assmuhUHl a( M'a>lu!i?di>ti, af tlir nnHUuauaauriil nf llu- .• am, }.m 
j)ari'(! (lii'ir hatlm-ir . n|Hm tlu* I’ra ulruf l*a- (Im ’.»iA ** lufu 

urr (if lurniitlaliltM'mTa) tia rrihctl. 

or ilia ('orrarfua-.s nf Mr. Maivli’. .■ tal.-maut cf what Mr. Ll\iu!>: 
.s(im sail! and llMmirhl I hnnu imihimn I ran rcuraua id' m. ada 
(jiiaia nu.tiva in Mr. Wal. (ar at that tiina mi ra|.ra-.ant ilm mattar 

io hi.s anniidaiitial I'l'iand , and Mr. .MarMi v. a ai-rtainU ftva fn.m 
any iudiirmnani a\aa la avarmraia it luiiliar ihaii i Ua dana nut 
ural 1(1 an ardanl ytiuim; man In |daaa tlia taudiitr id In Irumd 
upon Iha hinhi'd yroUlid. Inii that (liara aM Ird mi tlia pal! of 
hoih and <d’ Mr. I.ivim- tmi al <i, il' hr madr {da rrpia *-}i!.i{mu 
allrilmlad lo him. tha j-rn ^ l 'lain i.-u iip.-n fPa pidti'-ipal pmut i. 
vai'V rari a 1 n. (ran, »hi ak ai, . | ar I - u; > t on a rd A! s. 14 ■ sm fun a. a s a 
ilia siima a-’, my nun, nnitimi unh a aa-Ma and {i><ur pm nn-.d 
1't‘yard <1 di’ pii'iilIon fa do all n' o-ir pia.’ar to ao*. aura hi liitaia !. 
and lo pronitiia Ul'. ov. n happlUi' aad v.dlala aiid iho a id 111.'. 
^a^nil^. 'riiaM' ill po lli**!! nara ita.ar lill'iad to p.id id all'll hi*' 
ran a of u ha I a rr*M rdad a po! { u n :d : af a m oti io i ».i 1 1 . W a 
knav.- from tha hariimin;* ih.d ha diil tad irmu m mt .'Vai.d of tin' 
important i ' tU"’ id (ha d:pt, tiah a tha h.tni,, mfatai.d t opiina 
maids, da., hnt ua uaiar pantdfJid ■ uah d.ltaraura |o uil. • ! our 
jtar.'ional iVarnii*'. touard h;m, \\a wara nidi auaif* that i.a ua, 
mori' at hh'. tai a in ta*k,up ami imt nufra.imml 1 } m aifnm upon 
piihlii' t[m'^•liolm in tha anmp,np\ *d Mr. \\ ah tai- and Ms. l.ldh' 
than udth m, hut ua madd ailoi-.l fo indtdira him ami did <■, l-.aou 
iuLdv, in (hat nl o. 'ihf ■fiautdh ami aou {Hm'\ .d' fh" a f<-.piip. 
on niv’ part, :m Uall a - lha aXlani to uhlah lha> uara aoiu’omiia if ad 
lo mv faiidlv, may ha iniaiia'i !’'om tha fu'd slait a t;um.fa ’-raud 
.son of mina, m>u (ualva saur old, haar ' Isi nama, uldah u ' niian 
lo 1 dm with my haariy approval. Tha Oanai d oppoifnmfa- for 
a.saartaiuiup: (!h‘ inaa nra of Mr. l.iiiu;- fou’ .idaptation {.. tl.a dd 
faraut hi’aualia: of tlia ptihlia • aiu iaa liml ha n Inlh-r than my muu, 
nml fnilaal, parhap-', u han (ha luiiar had ha. n a m m.h-r id' !ti' 
inililarv family at a dilliault, amt hinhi} ra pun ddi - piii.-d m hi 
lifa, d'lti' ra-.ult had haaii si ronvi''ti"!i (hat Mr. I.i/mo j..H. foi’ 
r(‘aNom; whiah, so far from la--.aniit<n inaraa i d 1 / rt'P u d for hhu 
:is a manj, was illy (jindilital for (la* parformam ’* of a’.o-. 'j ji,• dotia . 
llanaa his ri’aist atiaa to my raaommamhit ion id’ .Mi*. I-, for tla* p" 1 
of SiH'rtdary tsf Htata, on inv nun rmipuaram, and r» l iatanaa 
v\‘it!i which ha llmilly yisddad Ihsd pfjint tfs my aaim t ■'!, h ifit n . 
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I nceil not, say liow Xorcibly luul, I may add, paiul'ully I was rc- 
iiiiiulcHl of (hat ivluctaiH’e, and of flu' reasons tiiat. wcm*o, assigned for 
ii, on luidini;' (dm. .lackson, on iny ri'.Inrn from Kn^la.nd, opposed 
1)3' llic' U'uding im'ml)i'rs of Ills C'abinel on Ihe N'ilal (pu'sdon of his 
adminislraiion (ha( of (lu' bank--\vi(h Mi-. Idvin^-slon at. the.ir 
lu'ad. 'I'lnd. lu* had found no I'l'ason, after I Ud’t, (he C\)nnt.r.y, t.o 
elian^i', the opinions e.xpressed to me on tlu' oeeasion red’enavd to will 

be s(‘en b^' his letter aildressed to me. at- lamdon, of the-- (hyv of 

• ,I8h—in whieh the same views are re])eat.ed and in whieh 

I am iir^ed to return and to resume ihe ))iaee in his (hibiiu'i wliieh 
I had r(‘si»'ned. Those who imdersiood the (umeraPs eluiraeter 
would jind it- dillieiilt to believe ihal, how ^reat. soever his respeet. 
for him, Mr. Livingston was the man by whose eouiisels he would 
have been at, all likely t-o be intluesu'ed in n, mai.ier whieh had al¬ 
ready cost him so mueh trouble as Miai of the consiiiuiiou of his 
Cabinet. 

d'hai Mr. Livin^shm belii'vi'd all he rejmrh'd to Mr. Wh'Ksti'r, 
wha({'\-er that- nupv ha\'(' heim, iheri' is no reason for donhl ; hut he 
was. from llu' stall'of his own feeliui!:s, in daup:er of misiuK'rpri'tin.e; 
what (lu* (d'uera! said or of o\i'rhiolviui*: its inli'iuled limitation. lie 
was for ninUN’ reasons \i*r_v partial (o Mr. \\h‘hs(er. d’lu' lalti'r Imd 
taken tlu* lead in siistainintr lii.'i draft of (he Proclamation," in res])etd; 
to which 1 h‘ was vi'ry sensitive, more, so than I coiihl has'i* imajL^ini'd. 
Mr. Webster had also supported tiis nomination as Minister to-France 
ayaiust (he hit(cr opposition of Mr. Chpv, rciipirdin^ whom the pi’cjil- 
<lices of both ran \'er\' hi^di. Indeed tlu* hai’sh cour.si*. pursued to¬ 
wards Mr. l/uin^vton on that occasion, in a^uiu hrin^inn^ forward, 
after tlu' lapse of so many 3'1'ars, (hi* char;.^e of odicial (h'falcation 
when .Vltoriu’V for (he N'ew York District, muh'r Mr. .le.n’ersou, had 
t-o e.\a,-pf‘ra(cd Mr. L. (in p’ucral a most aniiablc and placnhh', man), 
ns to lay him open to almost any lawfid approai-hes that promi.sed 
to p:ndif3' hi-: rc.si'iilnu'iil a,i>:ainst. Mr. C'la.v, aiul thm*(*. is ,sonu‘ reason 
it) apprehend, to etl'act' also, for the nonce, all recollection of th(2i 
friendlv part. I had acted towards him, without (Iuh aid of which 
he certainly would not, have been Sccretarv of Stidi'- or probably 
IMini'ler to h'rance ■ then* haviu'r bc'cn a. pri'tty direct connection 
lictwcen thi' po:..s'c:. ion of the oiu* jilina* and the hi'slownu'nt of t-ho 
other. I need not -tiy that Mr. Wehsti'r had also jL>:rud‘^es against 

O'Yi.u Untiw ^!l^ rivUiK aMU !'■ nu\l'>us lu ru nhi-uiul, ntul I nui uh imsluuit nritln 1o 
luui- ,i,mu lu nr Uu-, luul U wmiiil lUluiil iiu- lu ai'atlf.v liulli. 1 aiiil un iiiiiliy 

J UiUll lllll l.uUui'n i ll.lVt' lu Itlltiilll- lutl'it, tllld UUllHlllllU.V wnU’llfllU 

tiful 1 >uit !u Ou- Siutu Ii.-j'iutijftu urul Uuiuit In Ou- Wiir, wlili l!ii> uthurH, ftllud nfl 
Uicv (Ui-. It WMidil til* udu uf Uiu f.tfut«K'''‘l mill Isiiuidu'i! ndiilliilHtnilIniiH Uifit I'lmld 1)0 
furiiH-d."-- Jm-li-uii til Vuti laio-ii, I(ri-i'itdu'f IT. l-S.'U. Vitn IIur'II i'lipt'i'H. 

».rtsi'k«ii»t)’'» NiilUfli iilloit I'on-ljUimtlun. 
ivTisa ro -iri 
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Ml'. ( 'lav ulli<'h !h‘ liatl u iuiiMv.} an.! •! !a’-> an;. 

whit'll wniliil hear laltfiiiny. :ih.i aua'li ini-a- , ti ! ■■ inin n- help 

Mr. I a\iiiji'nt < ai’". pn‘iu>!t>'«‘ aiMiu ! M;. < i t> ,il i n- pi'mt v* -a UinU 

(he lallcr ha<l hiiu fl I' intlauifil ilu'Ki, \ .i'-\ '■■.ah. r.Ui.l', 

Mtuu'Uh'.il \\ fa( lai' 1 H*a t fU | m .1 ii :i'sa n 1 1 <-1 nr ma'i line hcru 

(heir ftilliii ia la at farlifr tav in ih' ".!' >arrrr , v.-rn nn hai.r,-}. 
.swavi'tl I>y (hat anlaiit liiai»t iuit f>i pai l a'iii.i!' p"!jf!>'il {•■nrt lu- ilcti 
ali.-Mii'iiiny; au\it‘t\ I’tir (lu'ir taaT '~'!a(>- j .rn lUi! 

Ilia II v t‘^■^'!l till ItT I hail I Inan •■! w-'., t ii-n. .1 a h i m, «.) •, i,l iHn 
tion, fitiihl iml :-hakt' i»l!‘ ai uill, !>ul |*r.'f,'r!.-| in jm «ha'i’ct*, 

(hf Ml joyiitniii tif puhlii’ (ilinn i liipn-.i, a. Lit- a j nahlf, 

fraiii tlif* I’arn ami arnlit'i'. nfirn a; rpij tPIn |!<‘m a paj.ii ipun , 
di't'hanp'Ilf 1 Ilf ilut if .aUafhfil 1<I ih'-lii. Mi. l,nn;> t.<n v a .tsmi.-r 
(Ilf - f I'iffiiiii't aiiff s m»t a 1 in la i ili. tfi m . i - < i : * ’,>• K; fr t. mil-, r«-pMj i, 

far in (hat li:.'ht Mi'. March pc ik of h. afi!- > item fti Mj-, 

M’fh Iff, itf the ill pn ilam i-hlci f a. Ill'-i •■■i. t icn J h m!. (•<«'. tr-i 
(hf latter a.'" tkn nrahii- a hi w.c-a. ,,t (!:;■ j'.icf V.'CP i in (:!•,. na* 
(laiip'fr nf fxa;.''fci'aiin*"' nr mi -im iriinc* ihi•. , ^ i,. j.,.! til 

(Ify.'i'ff, iufi'ca-f(l !>) the ttcucrar hih.'iuii « .t i .a l a *< S'<■ \ pi« m 

; Ilf h net’a it>n •, i h' Ilf \ cr .t 1 li iM c.I hnu <•! T l.. '- a . h .n.- u . . 11 <• t, 
hy Irifiiil. (ti* tne , ami a.licn he c < .i . < • ih P;,{ ,,f 

fithfl' hf ai‘l (I uitht'in im-.r Mnim h. cna.i fi.i' !"» .tr • ! u in"' 

liHi niiifh. t'Diitra liim Mr Wh-’n i.-r .■•c.:i i ' ■(!, i'.ti .a'i, » , 
I'l'MiM n hum hf hah a liyhi l<> l•'•.pt■c| fha , h,- , .|>,H,'<!!f 

hiyhls ;'ralUirii li\ if, p>h,r nf ;i a Im h-lf .tu.l c...,-h} -.ah pi, j 
h:n f taken any pinpcr fep t.i mark Iti liirh en e >•!' h Ii j 
twcfti tlif Imiuh'fiiff tif nch I'fcluir ami m li r\p:. • m lh, ui 

ami an inflijiat imi tn hiiur Mr. \\ eft (c r iafn Ir. (M ;m ( t., 

make him hi. fin Iml ami et>iili«lful iii! m i \ i i-r f ltd e « ; i ■-, > i \ vM,- 

tiitlereiiee. \raiu f m-li tep ihme i^eif, MU p.i'l, niMd in 

. llper.ihle Iihjeefiim , (n tinl\ itin- ,if whifli 1 fdil hdc I’r f. r. lien, 
.iaek on wan luti n ftimplaiuiujr man I mwer Lm-w >,«..• !•• m vef 
lew niell emihl ha\t‘ ff!{ liml’e keflil) than he feh fire e\f. tif t,. e l^j,.h 
hf Ini'i, in (hf f t imatitm tif many nf hi he i fiidci . h.- !; mi.lc Im 
ij/nni'f if iml <n pmiii a\ a ptirtinu «.f hi earh, pi.h.f.- h . i, ,,;i 

iiilelity It) wliifh he pritletl Ihm elf a, he mn'ki .,f ih.. 

hiphi fharuftfr nf (hr achnnl in uhii'h he ieaineh If, ’IP: 1.,.,.,, 

tiniK* hy a few f-fiifraiit ifs in hi. Xnliilif at mn Tr... |,,unf a*!, aha h 
haii their-.fiU’ff in the nriplual feiier.it pr.teh\i{^ a P] jfp ,,,,,, 
ami whieh had met. with .-ympathy finju a innl.ir and pesh;;, id! 

: tmiifel' Ilia - nil the part, nf tile in" f pmuiiu'-m n.ead.. ^ .,f h. ( hh 
net ami had heim nverinnketi Ity liimelf thinu.-dt h \u 

n-'pfi't tn thidcuhetaiiff nf (hat meninralile dnem.,, >){ ]/ y, ,i,,:fjid 


M.-'. \l, i. J.,H 



AUTOBIOGKAPHY OE MAKTIIT VAIT BUREET. 


707 


to matters of form, iSTevertheless no word of murmur 
him. He was satisfied that Mr. Livingston had meant 
done for the best and he was therefore silent but, with 
' callefi to the point b}^ a caution suggested in one of my 
London, he was detennined, if it could be avoided, to 
*^re from like sources, and being, at the same time, not 
*^'1: the extent to which tlie censures referred to had been 
by the fact of Mr. Webster’s suppoib of the Proclama- 
'^‘Oposition in regard to the latter of the character spoken 
'^tn quite confident, have encountered at his hands a rejec- 
^ decided. 

^pend our time in conjecture and speculations ux^on a 
^iich received, at the moment, a solution so explicit and 
the General himself? A more plausible proposition or 
*'b:fixlly adajited to commit him to such an alliance as Mr. 
.^Qses that he was willing to form could not have been de- 
tWat upon which he was consulted by Mr. Grundy at the 
t-lue Panic Session. It xiresented temptations in the im- 
<-1 efi:'ective aid offered to the Administration at a most 
of its fortunes; the proceeding contemplated by it wms 
of a legislative character with which he had no official 
; it was to be performed in the regular course of their 
lue members of the Senate, for whose acts he was in no 
lusible; it would, if successful, have essentially cripiiled 
tmd infiuenco of tivo gentlemen. Clay and Calhoun, whom 
I txs foremost and ablest among his enemies, and it might, 
q.iiences, have superseded the necessity of a new struggle 
.mlt from which he could, however favorably it might re- 
c> individual advantage and which at his time of life, and 
condition Avith reference to the esteem and respect of 
'lo'ien, he .had strong inducements to avoid if that avoid- 
ocl no failure in duty on his part. And how did he dis- 
t proposition on the instant the construction that might 
poll his acquiescence, with regard to the very point we are 
•, was brought to his notice! Let his direction to Mr. 
s.'wer the question. His rex>ly to a proposition, the ap- 
-luich would, xierhaps, have been regarded as no more than 
o-einent of the notion of his willingness to associate him- 
eau whom and whose xiolitical principles he had all his life 
)-u.ld only have been more emphatic if the invitation to do 
juiore distinct and direct. 

re and circumstantial form in which Mr. March has put 
Ljaapntation and the sly manner in which it has been rc- 
^ more futile pretences, by Mr. Everett, in his preface to 
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Mr. M7'lis(t‘r's \\'iiri4>. ut\ t..r fiti- liunt'i' I U'lvo 

(III tilt* . 

Mr. Muivh':. 1 iijiilv 1-. u i'lllfii with iuut li all!!}!!, aii.i jii a Inrh aji,[ 
njirci'aiiK' ^{vlr. Hr >pr;tlv ui(li uimH' PuMh- . ot Mr. \\ rl. 
upjioiu'iits than mijdit liav*‘ i'c'ii (Apt-ricii muc .h 4^. 

volt'ii \o tlr.U aviitlcman and I !ua> add .• rxt ra\asMiit 1 v hi a.P 
mirrr. Ih* dtn'.': p:r>‘at iid^f ti*'*' tla> late Mi. I’Mi >fii and 
in his aMainipticu id'an arrii'-v fU i.ur i».ul -ji pr* dn«nu;t the rupturr 
lirlui'fii (Jen. dark'tin and Mr. (',dhi>nn, i'Ut \ Uiiw In-rn p»n-nadcil 
h\' (hr L’'i'!H‘ral l■har:nit’r ni hi «i>iit that nu fliat psdnt, and dU u 
I't'W Iillua’-. like it. h'* !ia ' -aitl n*i in»»I'c ih.m lu- !<« |!r\rd !<* he V'.cl! 
fonndcih and in re pi’ci to thf luaticr tif I hac hi-fu h-d into 

a dr cii'-• nai id'n'ia In* uill jtriii*ai'l\ lut* hinn' ('!f.»<H*'h t" 
com inri'd of hi cfroi' and udl then, 1 dou!*t n*>i, !c n-j.h lu ilo 
winit he c;ii! to |•orrcc( it. \\ :lh (he n; inner m ulocli hr e\}i 2 »'-.'cj 
hini.-cir in retnird fu in_\ pcrloi ui.na >* i*! tin- dMn-ifc ind ddlicull. 
diltic-. of prc'.iiliiti>; otlicrr i>f the .'Senate, it a infr.d as;l fntinr 
period in tin’ hi lorv of that hodv, I uouhl he ips;(e iiuiim onaf'h’ 
not 1 o he niot'c than : at t tied. !’ I ii' t len. .t .< il» on In- e 1 :»le at i \ ! el f a 
,sineeri‘ adtniralion and he doe , ni-.n the u hole, f.nr i;; f .ee to ( ol. 
lienton u hieh ua ' tiof ofteii tione In •'■rnf h-iueu i<t In v. .u .4 floiiL 
ine‘. 'The uealo' I part (4’ he- w-uL ; tlte indojiieut foiioe.f ,ind e\ 

pre ! ed (4' t he \ itlue of f he ert ice I eie !» I I I O, r. \\ e} < { ei f «. t irU. 

.lack-on and hi (‘ahiiiet intiiejei ane «»f v h.it V, i- f.nndl.ulv known 
its (he “ h'oree 1411. " at the '.e . loit of I tk 

lUil fur t!(e einai'kiii’ Me, Wet.arr *1, Mr M e ■. it'.', .taen*a.it' ijn*! 

(lie I'riele!'. 1(0 I .tlljei t lael* r Stilu, f lie .r iriii,'' - I: jO i‘-'> !- .' « S u inoi J| 

j*ou ej'Irss aufl jnilalile o'lu Ii! lo{j, an nfiieif ><f u|'|i! ••nj hne *o e-. !i--Ke;-j .oh! »if 
.■ait’e hr ih! fo n I !"r„ 

LaitiruajM* o e\C r.iuirant a .tiu-. provide itv own unfid><ft- ;ind, hnt 
for tin* olu'i'er po ition and eoiiehn ioti of other p.iit of the v.oik, 
Would ‘hake the eontidetiee t 4 "mtellitfeltl o|r,er%er-, of the i'*, eut of 
t hat period sit the piuni -.eu -e t ‘f the at if iior. A liiol e Sil t Uip > o«, | file 

tioii *d the eiiteuet- !•- to rej^jiril it u. itn illn tr.ifjon t4' tie ah nrd 

(‘\lrenies to whieh w.irut iieurtiat JUni euthuMi tie \te.nf' i.e-n jtia' 
linide, in time-. » 4 ' llipdi e\(dti‘lus‘nt. to he euuied In jeofi *n I'erlitio , 
Wdiat were the fart.-n and ('irennr t unee ■. In view of v.lnelj tin e\t{a 
ordinary deelurutioii wa.s hazarded f 'I'la- elo e of the v.-.sr laid 

heen iimde nieliuHaihle hr the triumph «d the popiihu ejo >• in .1 roll 
le.st for the Ih'e-iihmey ^e•U■eel v le •. iiitpoUahf ;u it r,,ii , i|F!etiee , 
than any recorded in tan* aiilial.-', and (juite nneijualled to .mv in the 
power (d‘ the opposition if eijeoiintered and in the e\tent f.. vdinh 
the warm per.soiml aih'etlon id' the nia'' of ih«« people for their 
hinder sutd enudhhite was inlluential in protiueiny^ the r(|-.nlt. d’liaf 
leader and candidate was Andrew Juek.soji, am! arraved n^Minh him 
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liiul Ihh'ii roiiiul (lios(' (lis(iii^’iiislu'iI j)nrlisaii (‘liii'Ts, ('lay, ("lallionn 
and \\'ohsi('r, backtal hy (ho Ijankof tlu' Unid'd Slad's and aided by 
ri'speeli\(' friends and |)aiii('s and by all llie diseotd,('n(ed and 
faefious spirits which could Ix' bron<i:hl: into llu' I’u'ld by their com¬ 
bined inllmmces. Not. saiisluxl with that aborti\'('siru^'mie. to pri'Vtmt 
his r('eicction a still more fm-ious ell'ort Inid been mad(', in I he t'usuinjL*; 
yt'ar, to oveiihi’ow liis administration by the same |)arti('s ami fac¬ 
tions, iind('r tlu‘ auspices of the saiiu' able hanhu’s, and siii)|x)rt('d by 
lh(‘ sanu* jL^reat inoni(‘d institution, remhna'd far nioix' reckless by the', 
desperate condition to which it, had bi'cn aliaaidy broiiyht ; an elfort 
in wliicli nu'ans were* (Muploytxl llu' cliaractei’ of wiiich we arc' con- 
sidc'i'in^ In the'- review from whicli tliis is a di^’rc'ssion, and of which, 
it; is sullicient to say in this c'oimc'ction that tlu'y yc't stand and it is (,o 
bt' ho[x'd will forcN'er stand without; a paralh'I in (he- rccoi’ded con¬ 
flicts of parties. No other man of that, day, it will now Ix' readily and 
^’('iH'rally eonfessc'd, or of many prcx'c'din^L’* years in onr history, would 
ha\(' bcc'U ah!(' to stand ayainst, those' conibiued a.ssault.s; yt'i hc' not 
only sustaiiu'd himsc'lf, his administration and tin' ' cause of frc'c'. 
yio <'ruiueut, but, slrtme,' in tlu' dcccttion of n fp'atefnl people, was 
ablf Id ; trip I ho;:(' redoubtable h'ailcr.s (d’ U!o,',l that. v\as danyerotis in 
th(' inlbx'iice they had .'-:o \ iyt(CDu.sly ('mploVi'd to dc'.'iti'oy him, to 
arrairUi their unscrupulous confederate, the bank, foi' tlu' crimes of 
which it. had been ouiKy bi'fore the tribunal of public opinion and, 
thro’ its power, to bi’in*,!; that liiyh rc'achinp- and ihillu'i'l.o most, for¬ 
midable' institution tothi' fc'ct of the (io\’t'rnnx'ut hnuibled and com- 
parativc'ly impotent. 

It was in vic'W of these' historical c'vcnls that Mr. Wc'b.ster’s bio**;- 
rapltcr, after rfackson had dcscendc'd to his wrasc' and k'd by infatu- 
ati'd /cal for thi' promotion cd’ his friend's fortunes, would ha.\'<^ 
per.-uaded tlu*. Country that, diirine: the' sc.ssion of (’ono'i’c'.ss that; 
intervened bc'fweeii the.-.c* evhibitious of his iinparalleh'd popularity 
and povvc'r, the' Ihx'aldc'ut had been thus dt'pi'iidaut on the' support; 
(d’oneof tho. t* leaders, and that one tlu' least iuthu'utial amoniij; thc'in, 
and that hi ; admiid; tratifUi and himsf'lf wc'rc only rc'sciu'd from iitt.c'r 
pro tratiou and deba::ement by the help (d‘ Daniel \\'cb,stcr! .\nd 
how re.'.cucd ^ I*y the eirects of a speech by that. Sc'uatcU' in favor 
(d'a nica'lire uldmli was called forbytlx' wbob'('omitly, savc* South 
(’arolina and a few polit ician,'. in oihei’ Slate ayainsi which thc'rc 
u a . no nuIi'.I aid ial opposition fni’tlu' adoption id’ wliich Mr. Wc'l), 
ste!'’;. immediate eon titoeut^, ahuo I to a man, wx're elamorous 
which he him elf coilld not ha\e oppo.-ed without eueolliiii'l’iny |.h(', 
hazard of political detruction ayainst Iht' tiiud passayc of which 
hut a .siiiylf Senator was found vrdn ylorioiis cnouyh to record his 
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naino ^—wliich, beyond all doubt, derivi'd its ('llicii'iioy Inun (li(> cbar- 
acter and ])eeuliar (jualiluadlons of the (’biid MayiNtratt' who was 
eharged with its ('xeeulion and wbieb, but lor llu' enei-gy it di‘ri\'ed 
from that, sotirct'., luigiif liavi'. reiuaiiu'tl and, in (be opinion of tlu' 
strongi'st, minds in tin* Coniiiry, ^\■ollld ha\(‘ remained a diaid letti'p 
on t.be si,a,tait:e-book. 

.In reprt'senting Air. Webster as leading (be New iMigiand Sena¬ 
tors, on ilu', oeeasion of (he pos(pomaneiU of (be <'l(‘etloii of coin- 
luiftees in llu‘. S('na((', 1 wish no( (o be iindi'i'.'".(o<id a-; adrlbiiling I heir 
adoption of a oonrsi', wbieb I a.-'Snnu' (o”ba\e origimbed ^vi(b liiin 
(o du'. ('X('reise. of any per^iuial iidliieiu’e o\cr (lu'ir aelioii oi’ e\i'n, 
mainly, (o a di'siri' on (heir side (o adxanee bis .-■eparali' polideal 
inter('s(s. Ib> mn'er appiaired (o me (o po,ss(>.';;:, in any eoioaderablo 
(b'gret', iba( kind of eoibrol ovt'r (be ae(ion of (be rejn'o-entati^o:-; 
from bis par(ienlai’ se<‘( ion wbieb we base often ;;emi exerted bv 
leading men in o(,lun- s(‘e(ions of our ('omit ry, (wen <d’ mneb less 
local or national distinction. 'I'lii.-; ar(K-e. in part, fnuii a lack in 
him of tlu' (jiialities (o wbieb (bat .Mirt of inllmnn-e is eoinmoniv 
aeeorded, and still more, from traits nnfa\oralbe to it;-, aeipuoition 
in tlu'. ebaraeter of tlu' Nmv lOngland people. 1 am, on t be <-ont rarv, 
persmub'd (,bat, to (tbtain (beir a ent to opp<i;-.e Mr. ( bpx on (be 
(Iriimly motion, Mr. Web.-.P'r found it ma-e. sary to . ali- fv eaeb t)f 
(hose Sinialors in ad\ane(' (bat if (beir <n erridimv Mr. ('lay in (In*, 
proposilion b('for(> (beim'in (be ^ ina-es, df wbieb (bev well knew tbe. 
lis'lings ol the latti'r weix' enlisted, sbould eair.e a bnateb in (beir 
own party and b-ad to a union between them and tin* adiiiini;.t rat ion 
tbeir ow'ii political prospeetr;, as Well as ibe materia! intere (. of 
(beir si'ction of (be (’oiintry, would itand a fair <’banee to be im 
l)ro\'ed by siieh a ebangi* in (lieir party relations. man of le :s 
than Mr. W'l'bsters (art and ability would not., I (bink, base experi¬ 
enced mneb diHi<*nl(y in tloing (bis. W'itb b‘W I'Xeeptions they were, 
like, himself, nu>mbers of (be old federal lairty, (be greater portion 
of wliose. lives had bei'ii spent in resisting (be advanet* td' democratie 
im'ii and measures ami who bad eneonnler<'d (be dillienltie.: and 
borm*. (lu* saeriliees of siieb an undertaking with no greater reward, 
in national politie.s, (ban thi' ele\a(ion to (be Ih-i-sidenev td' dohn 
Q.uine.y .Vtlams wbieb, from (lu* peeiiliaritit*.; td’ (In* man and from 
th(‘ eireumstanet's umltu* wbieb be. was (‘bosen, bad prtnen littb* bet- 
ter than a liarren victory. I can w'(*ll eoneei\t* (bat (be time bud 
(lu*n arrived w’hen nu'n of (lu'ir sober minds and praetieal good 
st'ii.se. — from tbe beginning dlst.ingnisbliig ebaraeterlst ie; td’ tbeir 
rare- -bad begun, at least, to let*! find in atblition to re-ailt.s ;t. dl.t 
<*ouraging, they luul sull'ert'd enough in tin* long and tupially fruit¬ 
less struggle to .stem the (auTeiit. of daekson's i.opularity wbieb bad 
Wrohu Tyler, who alone volol uKulii.st. the ••JAuve l!lll." lA-h. ao, l.sa.'i. 
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just caused them a fresh and humiliating defeat to make them de¬ 
spair of the possibility of elevating Mr. Clay to the Presidency, a 
consummation, tho’ earnestly desired and zealously labored for, that 
Avould after all, for obvious reasons, never have quite satisfied them,— 
to doubt the advantages of a monied institution so deeply and so 
desperately involved in party politics and to confess to themselves 
the inexpediency of so soon undertaking another partisan campaign 
for similar ends, to be supported by means certainly in the first in¬ 
stance greatly injurious to the Countiy, and with prospects of 
attaining those ends in no wfise improved. It would have been in¬ 
deed strange if under such untoward circumstances, (and my repre¬ 
sentation of their condition is by no means exaggerated) they would 
not have greatly preferred a union with the victorious old Chief, 
founded upon an issue not incompatible with the principles they had 
always professed and fonned for the preservation of the Union—an 
object which they well knew to be dear to the hearts of the people. 
That Chief could never again be a candidate for the high office which 
he then filled and they might flatter themselves with the expectation 
that it would fall to the lot of Mr. Webster, whose elevation to it 
would at least gratify their pride, to succeed to the place in his con¬ 
fidence and regard which had long been occupied by one whose 
assumed pretensions it was now the first Avish of their hearts to 
defeat. 

But these agreeable arrangements, if they were projected, were 
completely .frustrated, as has been se(^, and the materials out’of 
which they w^ere to be constructed were restored to the uses to wffiich 
they had been previousl}'’ and long devoted. The day set apart for the 
election of the standing committees of the Senate arrived. Mr. Clay 
found the Noav England Senators, Mr. Webster included, by whose 
votes he had been defeated on Grundy’s motion, all restored to the 
ranks of the party from which they had perhaps meditated flight, 
ready, if not willing, to submit to his leadership as before and as 
loyal also to the policy and interests of the bank as if nothing in¬ 
consistent with such fidelity had been attempted or purposed. Whilst, 
however, the keen encounter on Grundy’s motion was apparently 
destined to pass unnoticed and to be forgotten the events and de¬ 
velopments of the summer had left no doubt on Mr. Clay’s mind of 
the existence of sinister and, in a party sense, disloyal designs on the 
part of Mr. Websier, but why the further prosecution of them had 
been abandoned or hoAV frustrated he never knew until enlightened 
by me, years afterwards, as I have described. 





CriAl'TKi; XIA'l. 


Tho proviiloncc ol' ])iil)ru‘ disonlcr and privati' distress, read or 
siiuulaU'd, has always been (reated in Knyiaud as a Iey,'itimati' sub- 
jo.et of pnifisan n^’iiatiou wbieli, Hu'rc' as bi're, lias I'ai’ely faih'd to 
I'uriiisb occasion for inisi'ciircscnlation and e.xay'Li’eration in ri'speci 
both to tbc.ir orie'in and extent.; but tbi' <lclib(>rate and sy.-dinnatized 
nnderlakin<>; by a political party, by nuains plaeial at its di;-.j)osa! 
by a ])()\vc.rj'ul monied institution liavin*.!: a common interest, to dis¬ 
turb tluj business coiua'rns of a whole eouni ry, with the expri'ss 
pui'pose of ci>nvertiiu>' (lie distress therei>y tiCca.-ioinnl into ptditieal 
cajiit.al, W'as a ])ai’(isan experinumt id' ('Xcln.-fn'elv Ami'riean uriji,Mn. 
adiere is jxiason to bopi* from the sif^'nal relmki' which tlie criminal 
entmprise ri'ceive.d from the Anu'riean peoph' lliat, as it was iieviu’ 
belori*, attemi^ted it will nothcMlrawn into jn'ecedt'nl anywlu're. 

‘'About to enter iijam an iindertakiii'jf at the same tinn' so oiit- 
i’ai>'(‘ous and so haxardoiis, i(. beeame Mr. (’lay, its comaab'd hauler, 
to be especially careful not to allow hi.s eoiilhlenci' In the ellieaev of 
liis nu'ans to remhn’ him inattemllve to the manner of their appiica- 
tion, llpon that important point lu! man could ha\'ee\ineed y;r('a(t*r 
eiremnspe<‘tIon. Ih‘ was too say;aeious not to know that, to oi\e full 
etl'eet t.o tin* train wliich had b{*en laid by tin* bank dtirim^ the la'cess 
and, thro' its a^'ency and whatmau' assi.stauce ('oufxn'ss entild atford, 
t.o caii.se such a jianic in tlu^ public mind as would b(‘ stdliei(mt to 
aecoiujilisb tlieii* objha't was md. and could not be imuh*, in our (‘x- 
tc.nsive CMuntry, the business of a day Imt woidd napiire ui^ilation 
not only \iol(>nt but loufj,’ continued. Mspeeially did lu‘ reeooni/.c, 
the. value of the lathm r('(|uisite and mhipt his cour.si' of proeis'din^ 
with consummate skill, to the. eml of secui’injii' it. It was seareidv 
less desirable that the course of the House of Ivepresentniives .should, 
ill both ix'spects, be made to harmoid'/,e with that of the Senatm and 
wo were imt lon^ in di.scoverinp: that the ^xeidu.s and will, w hieli, from 
the period of the balk in the lirst attempt to choo.se t!u‘. standi no: noun 
mittecs to the eiul of the session, liore ubsoluie sway in the latter 
liody, regulated also the action of the former, as far as the .state (d’ 
parties there would permit. The law of his nature ihnnaiided that 
it shouhl be so and th('re were no lon^'in-, on tin* part of either of hi.s 
prineipal a,s.soeiates, any adequate iudueements to (liwarl his de.-.iirns. 
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Me. INfcDiidie, the*. U'udc'r of tlu' opposilion in the Hoiisi' of lu'piV' 
sontativos, vns an honest, ohstinah' man, in i^em'ral actuated hy pure 
niul ])atri()t.ie. inot.ives, hut, on this o('i‘asion, his iH'Si'nluu'ut. ac’ainst, 
till' PiH'sideiii. and his solicitude for tlu' succc'ss (d‘ the hank, oi nlhu'li 
lu' was iVom tlu' Ix'c'inninc; a (hnoied friend, weia' raiseil to such a 
l)itch iliat Mr. Clay had only to satisfy him lliat tlu» coiirs(' lu'. recom- 
ineiuh'd was hc'st; calculatc'd to coiinhu'act. tiu' (leneral .s views and to 
protect that institution to sc'cure his xealous eooperatioii. 

Whilst' JMr. Olay eannoi l)e said to ha\'e displayed (he best judi!:-- 
nuud in his ^{'lU'rnl politi<‘al course, his ])ar1iam('nlary tact and talent; 
have ('V(‘r Ix'cn rejl^ardt'd as of the highest, order, if indeed, they w'l'iv. 
not superior to those of any of his eonteinporaric'S. d'he <‘sinl)lisbed 
])arliamentaiy ruh's and nsa^'cs have in view of (he di.‘patch of hu>.i~ 
iK'.ss to the. greati'st extent consistent with a fidl opportunity for tlu* 
deliberate eonsid{'ratlon of ih(' mattt'rs to lx* acted upon, and (b(*y 
serve to promob*! that, end (‘xe('pt when they arc j)('r\cried tor the 
aeeoni])lishm(‘nl, of sinist(‘r obj('('ls. d'hi* latter tiperaiimi ssa- now 
(U'cined lU'cessary for Mr. Clay’s ptirpoc'C and ll ic enrinu.. iu oli erxe 
the p('rs('\’erance and skill (d’ his nno’cnu'iiis. The (‘Icincnl ' <d panic 
and ruin airiauly put in nioli<ai were (o receixe an (>\ci u hchuing 
iinpnl.se from tlu* rlu'torical cxnye-ciapinns and xchciucnt dciiunciu 
(ion.s to he riilinlnated from the (xxo I lou c-. of t 'oim:re;.., in (be shape 
(d‘ : pc'cehes, resolutions and rc'ports. kbit to make sure (d* di.sturbiug 
(he hitter xvater.sfo (heir xery depth.s and (hu> to gujirtl nguiir-t (lu'ir 
too rapid ^a|hsid('nc^' afler (lu'St* Congressional (empesi , i( xxu ■ indie 
pt'iisahh*. as’ 1 ha\(‘ remarked, (hat the latter shoidd be long con 
tinned and, to (hat end, that (In* propo.sit ioie; on \x Inch the .suj)j)orters 
(d’ (he bank ba.sed their proceedings .should bt* Mich, in :-bapi> and -ub 
;4anc(‘, as tit enable (hem. matigrc jdl (d^or(^^ id' (heir oppimcnt : in 
(he contrary direction, to keep (he di.*-.cue ion tm foot during pleas 
uiH*, or as long us might be neee’-sary to gise their panic opern(it>ns a 
thoi’oiigli (rial. 

The feelings xvitb xxhieli .Mr. Clay had embarked in (he stiaiggle, 
.strengthened as (hey had been by uliat (ook place in relation to (be 
choice of (he .'■■(anding eommittee.s of (he Semite, indiieed biin to di* 
niainl for himself (lie paternify of (he leading propo lt i(!n on which 
(he (*ppi'’d( itm and (he bank .should decide (o (ru-t (heir cum* bid'ore 
(he (’otm(ry. Troxerbially geiienui.s in bis dealings with hi', jtolifieid 
friend:, la* was, lu'vt'iibeb* s not free from .‘elli-hiie’■: in re-pee( (o 
(U'crything that might alleet his lame, an inrirmifx from xxhieh fexv 
jiiildie int'iu if any, haxe been eidiridy e\enip( and xxbieli in him, a in 
(tdieiv. had gi’oxvn ;.(roiigna’ with Inerea* ing yeai'-. d'be “xxear and 
(ear" of hi.s hmg and uetixe political career and (be ba/ardoie '.(rng 
gle in whieli lie was now embarkeil eoinbiued with hi, adxaueed age 
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to iuluioiiisli liiiH Hint tilt' was Ills i:is( rhaiu't' ut |•('arltill<•' (li(> 

^•oal of Ills life long luultilion. 

The ])()W’ei‘ to reiinwo llio jiiililir tli'im it'; hom the liank was 
f('sci’V('(l lo liie Seeri'lary ol (lie 1 roa-'inw In it • rliartor, lail i( nas 
made Ills duly, if lie exercised (ha( power. In report to the (’oiiyn'<s, 
al. i(s next st'ssioii, (lie reasott.-^ on wlticlt he liad aeltal. 11 thi'se. 
w'ore salisfaetorv to lliat liody it lu'cauit' its duly lit dii’iM'l, ky law', 
where and upon wliat hnaiis (he pithlic ntonier; ..iioitld he depofiled, 
and if i(. did iiol approve of I he Sc’creiary o aclion it (va-. wilhiti its 
pow('r to iHix'cl Iheir restoration to (lu‘ hatiK. All (hi., wte; very 
plaiit as was also the (■oii£S(' ol proeei'diiii’' on the part ol ('ongress 
for (he aeconiplishiiHint (d’either end : to wil,(o nder t he SeeretaryV 
reasons to the appropriati' eomnilttee in each lion e, nhieh would 
liave, ht'eii (hat of l'iit;tne(', in (lie Senate, and that ol W on and Means 
in (.he. House of Ih'presentat i\e.^., atid, upon (heir K'eport , to provide, 
by law or by joint, resolution, for sneh action in the tnaiier a.; jtt.'tiet' 
to the (’onittry and (o (he hank ■ Imidd he hekl to repnire. M’ithoiit 
doubt. (Ids eoiu'se would have been pur. tied if it had comported with 
th('. vi('.ws :ind interc'-ds td’ the haid% ami it - 'UpiHitter. that the (pies, 
(ion should be fairly acted (Ui and di-[ui ed of in aceordaiiee with 
parUnnu'nt'ary usages; hnt its adoption in (end td’ proniotinp' their 
sinister (dph'cl.s ntipht, a'-. (he_\ thouelit, did'eal thein. There wa; in 
tlu' Sc'iiatc* a d(‘eide(l majority readv to eondeinn (he act (d’ the See 
relary and to gi\'e to the hank all it a ked for, wid! t in the Ihai e. of 
wdiieh (he mend)er.s had jii- t been tdi'cted, there wa.s known to h(> a. 
majority e(pially (h'elded in fa\or of (hat act and etpi;d!\ ready 
to \’o|(', on (he M-eond reading, foe the rejeelioii id' an\ Idll re¬ 
versing tlu' Seeri'tary':; deei don ..hoiild • neh a one he enf to them 
by i'lu' Smtsiit'. If the u:.tia! eotii-M- had ixaai pur tied hv the 
supporters of the hank, the frieiuk. of the Adinini (ration, awar(‘ 
of (he ulti'idor ohjcels (d' the former and muler.'-tanding (he 
gnnu' lliey wi>re playing to aetaunpli h them, would have had 
indhing to do hut to allow (he hill reported in the Senate to pa 
without opposition, as rapidly as tin* form . of lepi latlon would 
permit, sind to reject it in the lloti-e on it, a[!pearanee there, (hit; 
suddenly and (dl'e.etiially eh^siiig the door to ('ongre-. .jonal agitation, 
on which so gretil. relinnee was placed to ;-;hake the Cmmtrv and. 
liy eons(‘(pu‘iu;e, ((j hretik down tin' ndinini.sj rat ion majority in the 
popular hruneh of (he Legislutnn'. 

But. tluu’t'. w as another olijeelioii to the adojil ion cd’ the n nal eotir. e 
of proceeding which would hav'i' been e(piall> inpiepative with .Mr. 
dhyv if its eonsidera.( ion at (lie moment had not been Mtp('r tMlrd hs 
(lie other and pressing molive for departing from i(. to uhieh I have 
iiliuded, but. wdiieh was, iieverlheles.s, vigorously eiifoi’ced at a more. 
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julvanrod period of ilie session aiul wiiieh il will nol. Ix' amiss (o 
iioi.iee in this ])1 juv. I have before^ spoken of (lu' [('elinn’s wi(h which 
Mr. (Ihiy made himself a parly lo llu‘ in'iiewal of llu' eonllirl for (la* 
re-iiU'<)r[)orati()n of the bank, a <|U(‘Stion sii[)pos(Ml by many lo havt'i 
been settled by Ihe Presi<lcMilial ('h'ction of bsr.'J; of his de(('rniina 
tion that whalever was done on that sidi' which promiscal lo ci'eab'- 
j)olitieaI eaj)ital for its author shonld ori^’inale wilh liimseif, and, 
in that connection, of the Ihen exislhic- pt>r.sonal I’clations belween 
Mr. Webster and him.self. 'Tliese n'solnli(m.s lu'. wonld doiilil le-s have 
carried out, evtm if those ndations had <’.onfiniied as cordial diirin/^ 
the I'eet'ss and at the op{',nin^' of llu' panic session as Ihey seemed lo 
be at the close of that which pn'ccahai il, but in a very dilferenl 
manner and s])irit. ’'rhe altered mood in wldmli lu' a;L!:ain met his 
bajdc co-adjntor and tlu' occnrretua's which h>d lo it ha\'e been fully 
stated. The mortilication )u‘. snlleri'd from bein^*; \ ()led down on a 
motion for the siie.cc'.ss of which lu' bad manilVsled i>Teat :oliciltah', 
on the V(‘ry thn'.shohl of a. s('ssioii in which lu^ cxpixied lo liyiirc :.o 
lar/ii.xd.v and so 1 rimnphanl 1\’, sank de(>p inlo his heiirl. lie did nol, 
at ihc lime, as ajiiasirs by his snb.scfjtient dedaral ion , ho ilalc lo 
atlribnle iMr. Ukhsler':; mo\i*mcnls dnriny' the la'cc;.-, lo a lamtcin- 
plaled d(d(‘clion from bis parly, lo ho ooiicoalrd for ihi' motucnl and 
to beauaiK'. more', or U'ss nndi.sc'uiscti " according lo clrcumslaiices, 
aiul Ihis notwiibslandiny Idr; iyiioraiict' of Ihe polilical dalliance 
be.twcH'ii Mr. Wh'bsler and Mr. 1/iviny.slon, diirin' 4 ' lhat pmdod, in 
which lien. ,lackson's name was s(} fiaudy n .c(|. co oporalion, 
s<>(‘!nin<i'ly hearly, was e.xlcinh'd by Mr, \Veb.l<*r, afb'r the sidetdioii 
of Ihe. commilUx's, towards carrying into (dfool Mr. ('la\V; plans, but 
his e.xperienoe of llu' fornu'r’s .m'IIIimI imfriondlinc s Inuin^i: luam loo 
loiiir and recenlly loo irrilal in^; lo permit him ever aj'-ain lo coidide 
in his .sineerily Iuv resolved lo main* Mr. W'ebsterV; .silnalion ihi’oiprlw 
Old Ihe s(‘ssi(nt lo llu* la .l di'nrcc linmilialinL'* and we shall see how 
thoi’oiinhly h(‘ carried tnit lhat deiermimil ion. lie did not ulli'inpt 
lo inb'i'feix* wilh llu* jiro^rramnn* of his fairly accordin^C (o wbieh 
Mr. \\('bsler was lo In* jdaced at Ibe bead of ihe h'inance c{mimi{te<'! 
but Ihe eommiltee. was so coir-lililled (dherwir(* as [o have on il a 
majorily who w'ere .Mr. Clay's fj'iends. 'I'o flml commillee ibe ref>or( 
of Ihe Secretary of llu* 'rreasury, idm rea .on : for the re 

inoval of Ihe dejJosii ■, should (d’ riyht and, if llu* re/.pdar conr.se (d’ 
leyd.* Ialive firoeeedinpr. had nol been broken up for the oecu.sioii, 
would have* be{‘n referred. 'The action of the .''■^enale would, in that. 
ca.se, have been ba.sed on ihe ri'port td' thal Commillee, which would 
(d' couiv.e, have been mmle by its chairman, .Mi'. W'ebder, and that 
«^enlleman mii.sl tlni.s have been invv.led wilh the position of leader 

.M.*., VI. r. r.'.'i. 
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sliip ill respect to the g^reiit ((iieslioii ol (lu^ session. Mr. Clay, iiow- 
ever, interdicted the action of the I^’inaina' eonuuitlet' on llial suli-- 
ject, with a single cx(‘e[)<.ion, llirotighoul. (1 h‘ si'ssion. Ih' (uu-c, aflcr 
a protracted parley, conseiiled that Mie Secreiary’s la'porl should go 
to that committee, but this permission was guarded and eioggi'd by 
terms and stipulations, humbly j)ropos('d l)y Mr. \\\'bs(t>r himsi'H’, 
to wit: that he ivoidd l)ring it bath (o (lu' Stmali' ilu* lU'Xl morning 
accompanied by a re])oi’t which lu' lead some, lime lud'ota' prapaiaal 
and which, in lieu, of bill or ollu'r i’orni of reditd’, should •■ouidudi' 
W'ith a re<’ommendation, to Ihe Seiiab'. (o pa.ss one of Mr, Clay's (uvn 
resolutions, which had been long lud'ore (ha(- body, a-; (he piopc-r 
subject for iis action, and, furiln'r, ihal (he ih'bale on .Mr. Clay’s 
resolutions should be (hereii])on for(hwi(h resiinuMl.' 

To secure both objecls, (ime (o ertade and luert'ase i)anic by pro¬ 
tracted iliscussion and the exclusion (d‘ Mr. Web^ler from (ha( promi- 
nen{;e in (.he |)r()ceedings <d' (In' Scuudi' (o which he was eidithal by 
his [)()sitiou as Chairman of (In' h'inance (•(uuinitice, .Mr. Clay move(l 
to takci up for considc'ralion (hi‘ Secrelary's Special Ivcport (Ui (he. 
subject, of (he I’e.moval of (he (h'posiis soon aflcr i( had bi'cn .smd in, 
which was near (he commenciuncni. of (he sc.-.-fum, and, a fter obiaining 
the infoianai.ion he d(*.siri'd from (lu'. Trca.siiry Ceparhuenl, (o \\i( : on 
t.hedhlh I)('e(miher, lu'sid)mil((‘d (wo la'solidioir- upon (he :-ubiecl for 
(ho sepaiailc’i acl.ioii of ilu‘. Scmalt* Ihe ///’.sV charging (he Ih’e .ident 
with having assiimeii and ac((‘d upon a power ovvv (lu* 'rrea-airy of 
tlu'. United Slalt's nol grani(Ml (o him by (he (‘on.~.t il n( ion and law.;, 
dange.i’ouK l.o t.lu' lila-rlic's of (lu* p('ople, jiiul (he sremu! deehu'ing (hat 
llu^ Sccreiaiy’s rea.sons foi’ (he ixunoval of (he (h'po.NiiM wi'rc tinsaUs- 
factory and insidlicient” and accompanied (heir f)reseu{a(ion wi(h a 
highly iidlammatory bul. able and claborali' spi'ceh. P»\ hi.- Iir.s(. rc;:o- 
Ini.ion he (hiis a<lvanc{'d a proposilion which icfl (he friend . (d‘ (lu‘ 
Adinini.stratioii in tin*. Senat(‘, no oplion as to llu^ manner in which 
it .should be. met bu(. droi'e them to in.slant, eariu'sl and perse\cring 
opposition (o i(s ado[)lion and ai ilu' saim‘. (ime siiinuhded eonieidion 
between (he friiunls and {un'mies of (he Presi(h>nt (hroigrhoul (he 
land and aggraval.i'd the. gtuieral dis(.i‘action, (he exi:d(mce nf which 
was believed l.o b(‘. the most e.lTeclual support In (he cause (d’ (lu* baidc. 
Kurtlu'rmore, and this was its principal value, from ils nafnre and 
adroit })r(‘s(mtation it enabled the nnijorily (o kia'p (hesubjeel under 
discussion as long as the. agitation ])rodneed by (hal (rweus:'ion inigld. 
seem to them to continue to be iisiMuI. li. was, in fae(, debaled t/t i/Ji' 
in rf/cm three months and a day, a duration niipreeediuited in (bis or, 
T believe, any Country and that wdthont (lie inirodueiion, during all 
that period, of a solitary pro[)osi(iou which, if adoplcal, would have 

1 See puiif 731. 
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re.vt'.raed tlio nctuBi of liu‘ StuTidiiry oT tlu‘ 'rroasurv or havr atTordril 
redress (oihe bank or havi' rt'IiiM'ed (lu‘ distress <tl any oni'. 

On (lu‘. liSdi of May, uu)n> (ban niontlis after tbe intro 

diietioii of tlu'St'. rt'solntions, Mr. (’lay pia'si'nted, in tbe shape ot a 
joint, resolution, tbe (irst. (hhinile j)roposition that was olbn-ed lor 
the rtM-ersal of tlu'. Seeretary’s dc'eisioii and llu' restoration of the 
d('l)osit.s to l•lu^ bank of tlu' United States.’ His plan bn- (-\fending'; 
and a^^’/j,Ta\'u(.in|:i; Ihei ptinie, for wbieh the bank had laid the tonuda- 
tion ill the re.eess and eontribnled its aid ihron^di (In' winter by 
means of iidlannnatory appeals to (lu‘ passions ainl tin' fears (d the 
eommiinifcy, was tlu'rc'foia', so far tis it- allordi'd ample opportunity 
for that; (‘.N])eriinent, eminently sueeessfuh 

For obvious reasons tht' Ilonst'. of Representatives would have beini 
inado the. principal (heater of tlu'Si' operations but lor (he eiretuu- 
stance/that the three leudinfi: agitators wen' memhi'rs of the Senate 
and further that Avhilst (he siipportei's ol the bank oiii miinlH'ceil (In* 
fric'iids of (be adminisi rat ion in (bat liody (be hide)- ucre a'. \ft m 
a <l('ei(l('d majority in (be. lloii;:(' a majority to br broken d.iwn 
thro’ (he iidha'uei' of tlu' hank and (lie .art-; and dt'\iee- id it ndvo 
(•ales iieforc' any moA'i'inent proudsinn: ;.iieee.ss eotdd be made lu its 
iH'half. 

Mr. Mi'Dullie by js'Vi'ral adroit, movennuUs, wliieh it is not tin 
n'asoiiabh' (o sUppo. e vMTe the re-,nits of Mr. C’lny'.-^ ndv iei' sue 
(•(■('(led in ('Ih'i't in;iJ,' (In' .'^auie oliji-et that vs as o Mlere .-dullv, ueeoiu 
pltshed in tlu' Si'iiati' (o an exii'ut heyond what eoiihl have betni 
ant ieipati'd. Ry a mol ion whieh the frieiuls of (lu* ndiuinist riif ion, 
thro’ iiiadv erteiieis ; utl'cred to pa--, tlu' report of the Seeretarv of 
(h(‘ Fri'nsury in relation to the removal of tlu' depo if', was referred 
to till' Committee of the W'lioh* IIoii a on the State of the Cnion, 
hy whieli that suhjeet was plaecd lieymul the reaeh of (In' pn-vions 
((lU'.stion. d'he j^i’iiund thus !o- t thro’ tin' inattention of the majority 
eould only he I'eii-ained by a reconaderution, (he molitin for wliieh 
was open (o dehati' and was neeordinplv huiir dehated. W'heii (he 
proposition for reeoiisiderntion vvas at. leiii^th brou|,dd- to n vote and 
adopted thro’ the lust rumentallty of (he prt'vious ijue-.tinn am! a 
motion was made to refer (he report (n the (’ommittee of WuV'; and 
'Mi'ans, a lu'W ohsiaele wu.s Interjio.si'd by Mr, Mt'Dutlie in (In* shape 
of a motii'ii to amend (hr motion for a referenee, hy uddin^ bistrUs 
tion.s to tia* (’ommittee fu n-purt a re ohitlon direetin;.^ (he re* (ora 
(ion id' the depo it (n the hank. 

’'I'hi- fli'f.f (if thi-'-i- u 'iiIhU'ii:’ w. 1'1 fhi- ■(Kill- Ui.it !■» It V*’. m.'l-i. 

hi l•Illll■ill■l•■l L'hc- Ui., {■• ii'iifi' "f Ui.' .Si iTi-fnrv of fh*- 'I't fi.r ri-tiin^ tiiii itsi" ili ji'>‘;Hn 

HSI " Illl'-itUhfie iltti! lltfi-.lflii li'llS," .Si •• of ll<'t(tlli-i*, \. 1*1. t, 11*1,’ .US'I ,\, l‘f 

II, mi7. 
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By the use of parliamentary arts like thosi' I have (h'serihed Ihe 
Avholc subject was Icept- muler diseiission in ilu' Iloiisi' ol Ih'pia*- 

soiitiitives for ihe. space of-nionllis upon preliiuinary (pu's-- 

tions before the. seeretaiy’s “ reasons” were rehn-red (o (lu> Connnil- 
le.e of AVays aiul Means, Avbere. they should have hiam smU in (h(\ 
first inst.anee. Upon each of these' ([lU'slions, (hro (he laliliuK' in 
dehale which crepl. into (he. [iroct'c.din^'s of (ha( body, panii' sjx'eclii'S 
nlt.erly iinreslrided in (heir scope or eharacli'r wen' heUl lo bi'. in 
onler. 

Ibivino- Ihiis obi.ained ani])l('. se<‘uri(y a;i;ains(. a. sp('('<ly disposilion 
<)(’ the subject by ('illu'r hotisi'. Mr. (hay en(('ia'd on (bi' eX{‘(‘n(ion of 
the (ask he Inul assinned—(ba( of brin^xiii/j: (hm.U'rc'ssiona 1 aiiilalion 
to (.be aid of (he bank and i(s oiddoor paiiisans in (heir (‘ifoiis (o 
cre.a(e a. [lanic. in (.lu'. i)nblic. mind of snllicic'id e.\(en( and in({'nsi(y 
io efi'ecl, (ht'. snbj('c(ion of ('\'ery ad\('r.‘S'. branrb of (be (Jorcrrinn'nl 
to t.lu'. die(a(ion and control of (ba(. institution. 'I’bi:-; aiidacions 
desin-ii lu'. hopc'd to accoinplisb (hro’ (he inst riiinent ality of inei'inli" 
ary speeches and \■indic(.i^'(^ resolutions einanatiny^' from (be (wo 
Housi'.s to !)('. r('produc('d at public m('('(in<i;s and in S(a(e U('^’isla 
(.iiia's, aimed to a_<j,'fi,'ravaie. wha(e\‘('r embarrassments in tin' bii.-ani's; 
coiu'crns of ilu'. (’oindry tlu'. bank had siicci'i'ded in eausinii:, by 
exapi^-erat in,L( (lu'ir extent, and (o e.xaspc'rati' (lu' jmblic feelini*' and 
mish'.ad ilu'. piibrn^ mind into tlu' beru'f (bat th(‘S(‘ cA'ils, altbo' In 
fact inti'iitlonally and caiiseh'ssly ci'caied, so far as (hey exi.^ted at. 
all, by (In', bank and its supporti'rs, had arisen from ihe removal of 
the deposits; ainu'tl also to uproot. (Im conlidenee (d* (ht* coininunity 
as well in the st.ability of (!u\ inst it nl ions which tlu' States had 
esl.ai)lislu'd as in tlu'ir capacity ('> all'ord (be neees^.ary peenuiai'y 
fac.ilitii'S to men of business, to shaki'. its faith in monied estnbli;-.b 
mentsof every tleseription," in individual ri'sourees, In all tlu' bnsi- 
ne.ss pursuits of mmi which bad (hitherto alTordi'd support or jjrofit. 
ainl in ('V'eiy .soiux’e of ix'.lief or seeiirit.y a/jcains( tlu'. ruin which, as 
was assi'i'U'd and insisted, (hreiitcned, nay uctnally ov(<rwhclmed the. 
mat.e.rial intc'rests of (.he whole. C'ounlry, other than (hat ailbrdeii 
by the. bank of tlu'. United States -an instit.ution, as .snbsecjuent. de- 
velojmie.nts ha\’e di'inonstrati'd, tlu'.n alrt'ady tottering: to its fall! 

A, leader b('.U('.r fit.ted for the c.ondne.t of .such an enterpri.-s* eoidd 
not have bi'en found in this or, perhaiis, in any Uoiiiitry. Neither 
the A'ip:or of his inte.lleet nor his reasoniiyi!: pow(>rs wi're raiperior, 
proba])ly they were inhu’iorto (ho.se of Mr. ^\h‘bs({'r; imt (be.se wi'ce. 
not even the chief (pialificatlous for the. post,. All tlu' aid and com¬ 
fort” to be. dei'ive.d from thesi', souiau's liad ])een eonti'ibutcd in ftdl 

" ivrs. VI, II. ISO, 
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luc.asuro, by AM'bslcr in <lu', \A‘(()-iiH'ssa‘j,H‘ caiujaiiiiai, biii suc¬ 

cess. Ill Ibe coiiiesi in wliicli Mr, (May was (‘inbarkcal cltavr and eool 
ar^'iiiiUMil., sa^'(' lo coufiise and silence (lu' dcdenci'S of (he adininis- 
iralion a/ 2 ,'aiiisl, (he iinj’iisi. assaiilis that ^^■^‘^e lo be heaiH'd upon if, 
would !)('. Old. of jihu'e. His ndiance. was to lu*. an apnicy a(. war with 
sense aiul j’c'asoii-—(bat. of panic. M'o ereali'. (bis of violence ade- 
<(ua(.e to llu' occasion and (o (lu‘. purpost's to wb'cb it ^vas (o be a[)“ 
jilii'd • in a (Mniidry so e.'c(i‘nsi\‘(' and wi(,bal so (brivin^ as ours, 
was an niub'i’lalbino; of which (lu* diilicnhu's would bavi'. discoiira;L];<'il 
and di.ssuaded ordinary minds, but with Mr. (May and wi(h many of 
Ills confed(M‘a(es not li'ss resolnle, barked as tlu'y wm-e l>y a- money . 
power idt(*rly iin.scriipulons as lo tin' means it mnployed, no elfoiMs 
(o pronioli' i(s catisi'. wm’i' ihon<ji:b( (no diilicnlt. or despcnade in (bal, 
crisis of tlu'ir fortunes. IMu'ir imiled e.'cerlions w<‘r<' (hmad'ori' mi" 
cH'asin^ly einployi'd, as I bav(‘ said, day in and day out, for (lu^ de" 
striietion of (be eonfidenei'. of (be coninninily in public and privalo 
cri'dit in (be siicci'ss of bnsinc>s pursnils (d‘ lO'cry di'scription 
in (be sohamcy of all banks and monied es!abli.-.bincidr. in any way 
conitccled wi(b business (ram.iK'l iuns, except only (be bank <d’ (he, 
tMii((>d Stales and .siieb Stall' bank;-; a.'-i acktuos Icdyed I’eally to that, 
insliintion and in spreading’ (lu' belief, (bat (be former, wia'lber cor- 
poralc or pris ale, would be .speedily compelled (o siir^pi'ud paynieni ; 
in pi'rsiiadiiijL!,'I be Mann fac( iircr;: (bat they would be obIie;ed (o stop 
(heir mills (heir einployei'-; (bat (bc\ would be disebare'ed tbosci 
eiiii’a/ied In commerce (bat (beir ships were destined (o rol at (lu^ 
wbar\e.s (be ollicers and sailor.: (b:d (bey would be (nrned adrift 
(be farmers, plaiders, foiniders, miner'-, and prodnci'rs id' I'Vci’y de.- 
scriplion (bal (be prodiicis id' (lu'ir labor uoiild be willimd a mar- 
kc( (be coni raclors and bniblcr-. t bal (be demand for hoU'-i's wtmbi 
ci'ase and (be ntimerou . uorknu'u depeuden( upon them aiul tlu‘. labor¬ 
er in e\ery deparlineiil of indir lry (bal all would soon b(‘ (brow n out. 
cd employment (bal (here would be neilber call for (beir .si'rviees 
nor a currency td’ sunieieid value (o reward them. If (hey found any 
Work, nalc"- (be public flep(i,si(s were rc'Mored (o (be. vaults of (lu*. 
baiik, 

M’o fripld (he public mimi from its propriety, (o :did(ify it. so far 
as (o make (be.M* motr-lron a. nmidions eredibli* war* an undcrlak- 
iny (be .' Uf’ce s id wbieb could not. be promoted by appeals bowe\'(>r 
eloi|Uen( or plair ible (o men’ judumeni a Not arynments nor facts: 
iin(. bold laced hyperbole and incendiary baranyue nddrix-'Sed to (hi\ 
wmr.t pa ions oj (be beaii wi(b the yro*-'e-( mi.sri'pre-cuta(ions in 
reyard (o (he act-. o( the (los <'rament, the actual condition of the: 
(‘otinlry and (be c:tn e,. oftbe limited di t re s (bat e.xi (ed and reck- 
Ie:-;s assauK.s on (ho. e wlni.a* inlluenee (he aUp|;>or(er:-i of the. ba,nk 
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songhfc to subvert—these were the appropriate' weapons for the occa¬ 
sion and they were wielded to an I'xtent whieh has se'i'nreel (o it an 
enduring and mu'nviahle notoriety. 

That ]\ri'. (’lay should Intve eonsente'd to lu'eonK' tin*, prineipal and 
most ;u.;live leader of Ihosi'. who I'licouragc'd and sustained tin* haidc in 
its ernsade not only against Mu' lu>st inlt'i't'sts of tlu' Country hut 
against the \'ita.I prineiph'. of the Covi'rnmeiit. was a sotn-et' (d' di'ep 
regri^t to his Citrliest and host rri('iuls, \\‘hat eotdd havi* het'n nun-t' 
huniiliating to hinist'lf or jjninfnl to thos('. who wi're. conversant, with 
the bright opening of his ear('('r than tin' aspet't. in whieh lu' presented 
liiniself for thi'ee months of this ineniorahh'. ses-'ion. Kvt'ii hefoiH' 
attaining the pc'riod of manhood (he eloquent advoentt' (d’ liix'i-a! 
prineii)h'S and for many i>n)ud yc'ars of his prime of life tlu'. un- 
/liiiehitig and siH'eessftd siippoi'ti'i' of Mu' juire. and s(‘Ifnh'nving 
doetiMiU's of the. old Ih'pnhliean p:>rly, now, wlu'U his t('mph'S W('re 
silvered hy age, Jus imptising ligtirc* was ilaily n'eogni/.i'd in his W('ll 
known place in (he Senatt'. Chamher and his nu'lodions voiei'. heard 
in forec'.d apologies for, or tmfounded just ilieat inns of (he eoinhiet, 
of the. bank {iiul in indiserimimdt'demmeiations (d’ the (io\ei’timi'iit, 
in heralding for the most part fallacious luul always grossly exagg('. 
ral:<'d 1‘eporls of Mu'. prc'X'alenee (if distress in (he {’oiintiw, in iira'ing 
the pi'c'poslerotis eonelusion known at (he moment and long ^;ine(' 
e.onec'ded i)y all init'lligent. minds to h('. such that (hoS(' distresses 
wer<'. oeeasioned by Mu^ I'i'inoval of tlu' depo-als and in wailing pi-ojih- 
oe/u's of woe, to ev('ry juihlie and prival(' inteivst. indt'ss (ho^c deposits 
were rc'storcil, intx'inh'd as lo'y-notes to his followers in every eoi'iiei* 
of the land. '.No man who ri'ads the.si' p!ig('s will, I am eonlident, 
b(die,\'e that I IVcd any sat isfaet ion in ri'cording Mu* ih'tails of (best' 
the most ('XeepMonahle pi‘oee('dings of Mr. Clay’s lift*. Vt'( Mu'. (ruth 
of Justory refillii'es me to say, painful as it is to do so, tiiut iu' tiot. only 
sought or at- h'u.'-.t. \-()hin(arily assumed Mu' lead in all of (hem, hut 
that be .sull'ered no oiu^ of bis associates to go beyond him in the 
v.iole.u<*o,, iu nets and words, wiMi whieh his (‘uds wt*re pnr,.aied, 

Mhilst Mr. ( lay ami his l<)llowi*rs iu both IIousc.s \\‘t*rt^ applying 
all their energies to t'arry int.o e.U'eet the, pari. iMlotted to Miem hy 
the geiK'ral ])rogi'amm('. their politicid frit'tuls ami Mu*, hank and its 
employees and dependents were no less aetivc'ly etigstged in supply¬ 
ing tliem with materials for agitation in Mu* shape td’ memorials 
from all parts of the country and all elasst's of people, altho’ so 
nuich alike iu form and sidistauec'. as to slii'W that Mu'V made 

to order, describing, in terms whieli echoed Congrt'ssional lamenta¬ 
tions, the fiilhJment of (longressional predictions of Mu* general siM'- 
fering and ruin in consequence of the removal of Mu*, di'posits, and 
pointing to their restoration to the vaults of the bank of Mu*. U. State's 
and., ill some few cases, leferring also to an extension of tlie, charter 
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of lh:i(. ins(itiilloll us Hit', only ])uniU‘t':i for tlu' disortlt'rs tliul pi'T- 
A'udi'tl lilt' hotly polilIt’. 

'riit'.-t' “disli’t'ss inciiioriuls " (us (ht'y ounu' (o ht* culli'il) prt'- 
Ht'idt'd llu' lii'sl plius(> (d' lilt' t'xli't’iiul uitl uH’orth'il lo (lu« uluriiiisls 
in (’onyn"'S. M'liul I Innc (o suv of (lit'ir tdiurutdor und oontcids 
must tif lu'ft'ssily ht' hiuolly suitl tis llu' ^t'lU'i'ul sidijofl untit'i* oon- 
sitlcrulion llnd of (lit' proot't'ilinijs of (lu' punit* st'ssion • ■ hus ulrt'inly 
^rown lur^'t'ly on tny huinls. 'Tlu' hull wus opt'iu'il, uftt'r tlu' politiou 
of lilt' hunk, wliifh wus lidlc niort' (hun u pruyor for ^■fiu'rul rt'lit'f, 
hy u nu'inorial from a mnnlu'r of (lit' prinolpul S(u(<' hank-- tkdnn* 
business in (he. oily of Philatlt'lphia. It was (he hoas(, of the hank 
of (he I'nltt'tl Stules and its siippoidt'rs (Ind. (he Stult' hanks could 
notin' kept on fotit, in u pt't'ioil of eonmit'i’cial emharrasstncnt, with- 
Old. her uitl uiul (hut she hutl it in her power, on such occasions, (ti 
etnnpt'l (lu'in (o suspeiul .siit'cit' payments hy merely w it hliohliii;;; hei' 
*a.ssisiunce from (hem. 'I'liul (his wus imt .so wu.s fully pi-oxfii hy 
rcsidt.s with which wt' art' all fumiliui- hut it i'. iini le, (dear (hat 
all of dll' Stuti' itis( it at ioif. wore sen ihlo <d' their i’(-ai ahiiity to take 

<d’ I henis('l \ (■;,. W'h.al i'\er may haw heeii (lit' inlhieiiet'.- hy 
which the State hank.-'; in 1’hiladelphiti were nioM'd v\lifther hy 
tlread of t he pou er td’t he National hank tir h\ a enmmoii sympat h v 
it .so happened (hat thoo' hank , (o the niimher (d’ niiu', nmler (heir 
eorp<irati‘ :euls uiid (he denatures of their respeeti\‘(' Pre^.iden(s, 
iininediately eame forward (o ‘U-taiu that iustilutiou and pre- 
st'iited (o ('oiiyre:u joint memorial a kiiiij: that liody to tlireet !i 
restoi'ution of the depo it*, to its \aiilt . 'I’ht'ir eommuiiicat ion was 
pri'M'iitt'il on dll' tiny tif iK-tu'inher and wa-. ordert*<l to 

he . preail upon (he j<inrnal, a mark of respect e<iueedetl to that iloeU' 
nieiit and (o the nu'inorial of the hank of (he Ihutt'd States, hut. 
not to an_\ other, d r. a , t'leeted not on!\ a-; an im|»o in*!; and .'ut- 
i.-fueiory opeuiuy |•epre I'litation for the hunk hid. oloitnady (o 
.ser\e a.-, a model for (ho e which wt*re to follow. It is theri'foi'e en¬ 
titled to peeiiil uttdet' aiid wluit i; hi'i'c - uid of its contents will 
e;enerally ajiply (o tho e (hat pi'oeeedeil from liiti'erent .soui'ees. It. 
tiwelt Upon the importance of a well reyiilateil eurreuey allirmed 
(hat the nation had enjo\ed neh a eurreiiey ami a inoiieyetl .*y, (i'm 
atletjiiale to it want for (he precedinp ten year.-; dii'o' (he- ins(ru~ 
mentality of the e\i tin**' national h:ink, whii'h in (heir opinion hatl 
no , njierior in the worhl n ehar.'n-il that that .".y ti'iii, which Innl 
heeii dm pt rfe*'t on the lir t ttf < )etoher pi-eei'ilin^, anti (lu* .signal 
jn'o pcr;!\ it halt pr<"iu»'et! innl umleia'one a inhlen ami a powerfid 

!!.. .1 \ n, *. 1 

" 1 I..5 i< . a, V .(■ ;. 2 . n-iit. >1 ji« IS, js;;:;. It j'i [uinlcil iti ilir it*- 

|..it. ,,f t ..jij,., .. i.', r? 11, 

fVl-'S a-, 







i‘ dt'-frilnnl t!u* cliararhM- of llio pi'titioiu'rs, tlieir original political 
:>^sofial ions, tlio Ijro.st I'at ion of thoir husinoss and the distress pre- 
ailin.ir anionii; tlnnn, and ik‘pirt(‘d in most- sonihre <‘olors the Avicketl 
ots l*\ uhii'h ^alrh w idi'-priaul ruin had hiani prodiuaal in a. Country 
Hit I'ooeut 1 \ hiirhiy thnirishinn'. This was fol!ow(Hl by repli(\s to 
he alh*ira! io!is of faets in the s|H‘i‘eh and a riinnino- debtite. in which 
uauv Si'nator^ part ieipated, a(‘eu-.a!ory on tlu‘ side' of tlie petitaons 
nnuu'ally e\«*itinn and (d‘tt*n vtn-y violinit. iidlanunat.ory ehar- 

ictei* of these Siniatorial altoi’eations was eontinually ‘air^'ravaied 
iv flit* readiin/ of pri\a!e iettno, th(‘ proninl^'ation on the tloor of 
he Seiiatt*, of 'laillinn rs'poiis importing; the. eonlirnmtion of the 
tatiunent . of the iiannorial , and of tlu‘ proe(H‘dini>-s of partisan 
iiuaditins deuouneiie!' lht‘ adini!ii:'t rat ion in l)itt(U'est. t(U’nis as the 
aulho!' of (lie dii tri*-. aih*in*tl the n'reatin* portion of which had no 
i‘xi‘di*n<'e iU!! ids iif ilio (' proeta‘dino>, atid nunnorials and for no 
part t;f wldieh \^ a it ju tl\ i-espoii;-ible. 

d'lie e a 1 leifat ion rharn** and in\et‘ti\es naturally di*(*w out replies 
from Senator friomllv lo tlii* Administration, some of whom re.j)re- 
-rntt‘d ^taio \ » \\!n» h tho o hirdi wrought desei'iptions applitMl, and 
uh(* flHSn to ho in tlu' maiij ^roimdh‘ss. Altho' these re- 

p}{i‘ in (»n«* on o promotfd tin* \i('\\:-'. <d th(‘ opposition by pro- 
liuniinir tie* di on ; ion and by o'i\iny*: additional inter(‘st. to the 
ubjoof, thr\ woro mworlhelo, umnoidable, as it was not. in t.he 
natmv <d‘ noli Hum to li ton in ilenei* to representations which 

line know lo las in a \or\ eroat denroe, ralst‘ and in all respec.ts 
S’l'o 1\ «‘\mo*rratod, o pr('i;ill\ whon tlu‘V wm-e mad(‘ the pretcnxt. of 
deiiunoiat foil nf an atfminiM rat i<»n uhieh t law hoiu^st ly ludii^.ved 
lo bo d* oiaiiijf of |1 h‘ i'oididoime of tlu* nation. 'These ri'plies wi^n^ 
not made wulmnt eu { to their authors, whieli men h‘ss firm tlniii tlu^ 
m,hla [drit le u hom the admini trntion was didVnded in t.lnit the 
mninriif of it utmort head miidit ha\e f(‘lt willing’ to avoid. To 

i\\ir lion tie* o\i totea* of flie di.-tre-s desorihed in thos(‘ memorials, 
prnaf.* hntor or ii*re, ponsiblr new papeu' para^i*aphs, or even to 
d^nn if pro\al*mi‘o tho extent a!h‘!Jft*dm*xp(JsiHl tlu' Simalors who 
\i-nlurrd o far lo an iminodiatt^ .’■form oi imptdiHMis railing tiann 
( i;i\ ,.r of oowlitie area m fmm \\'i‘hs1t*r or to be. pounced upon 
!n Ptdiiiiloxlor, wiio watoimd with tlu‘ alertness of a eat tor his 
oppfuaunity. 

Mot pfoiniiient amone tlu’ Iriends ol ailministration who 

.Irwii.-.l tlinii rl’... uitli .ill llii'ir ■ Miiil powers (o (In' siippiiO 

of till’ I’l'r I'ii'iit in liii tii'i'et' 't rurryle ,>(uoil iMirsylii ol (u'oiijiii, 
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Tennessee, Sliepley of Maine, and Kane of Illinois, wi 
assistance from King of Alabama, a gentleman of col 
ment but wlio clierislied and manfully asserted, wbei 
called out, just and honest views. 

An incident illustrating the absorbing excitement of 
recurs to my memory as I write. Feeling quite unwell 
ing of one of those troublous days I thought it advisable 
home, but as the Senate could not be organised in my at 
the rules as they then stood) I decided to wrap myself i 
go to the Capitol, place some one of the Senators in the 
turn to meet a physician whom I directed to be called j 
m3^SGlf to m3’' bed. Adding a heavv" cloak to iny ordir 
a2:)parcl and a scarf around my neck I drove to the cajp 
the chair without parting with either and with the det 
have described. As soon as the reading of the Journal v 
a distress memorial was joresented ujiGn which and upoi 
of the Senator presenting it a fiery debate sprang up 
friend Fors3dli bore a j)rincipal iiRrt and which lasted 'v 
mission until five o’clock, the hour of adjournment. 1 
ment increased I gradually threw aside my surplus cove 
inained in the chair until the Senate adjourned, vlien, 0 
cliainber, I invited Forsyth, with whose bearing on tl 
had boon cs]iec4al]3^ pleased, and two other friends to 
m3" carriage and to dine with me and it was not until • 
m3" house and noticed the astonishment of my servant, 
with an ex]danation from the doctor of his inability t< 
for me, that I recalled the resolutions of the morning an 
tions T had left with him. 

There was, however, no degree of excitement in the 
that could save the cause of the bank from the damag 
the examinations and discussions which stamjped the in 
of imjiosture on the memorials of the Philadelphia ci 
of its Board of Trade, and the distrust thus produced 
tended to many subsequent memorials, embracing ne 
strnoted on the same basis. The justice of this condc 
fully demonstrated by the facts disclosed and by tl 

1 1 An witL flip i^rAtpnApci QAt, nn. wns rlnn( 




l)ank t<^.^‘osliirlit an ainmn 
which hoa>tf<h in <'Iti* ail 
(){)crarnni> aunaintfh n* ' 
^riu' h‘ah(*r »*f ila* h.in 
vit ioii Ir.nl inllv «‘n! if hh 
the pri'tcJav, uith 
dvii^civil h\ fin* fHM.plr i 
hv aUiauplinn main! i’^ 
to the lUH’i* if} ot a fa n 
an ahva}- tlannoifn 
tlifir tana*. Al'an*i“nn!!* 
the |H*eUuian enthaiia 
prevail in tht‘ t ..iiiifi v 
of tin* if ' ff * ’■ 

tlu* (le {ruflitnf ‘«t in*' ■ 
^t*tit*rall\ auti ni all !'■' 
rtnntn a! ol ilit* »lep*‘ n 
ret a rV o i I ht* lira e i 
aUuaidnient th tla* iiel,* 
uthuini trainni a an alt 
hank maiiarfi \\h»-n fi 
thc‘ -uhiffi fitr anit if an 
ant! vvhifti V*a n»rv. o 
fnnn flnnr hr t pn u .“U 
anti f he ei'*nnai nnv* i *' 
le"'" unftnne!«’ii |n» n-1; r 


tor the retrtaif tnnn o 
it n»n n|»»ni I i'e • * 
to penetrati* tin* at t hi'a . 
nH‘mt»nal , vv ii h r. a 
\\ t ailt 1 ie a ha v f ! htu . i .ii 
faktai hah hfrfi tie* <nf 
t iniel \ etlt til * ns f Iif p i J 
nrfe ai \ n » t la* 1 » ■!‘1 • 




Mi‘monais oi tna sanu‘ aviuM'al (‘haracter, ciinoiano* only by iir^*ing, 
arrordino- {o ihc corivcltal proiriauniue, iho. (lestruction ol* conli(lent*e. 
as the taiust^ of tlu^ evils umhn* whicdi the (\)unti*y was said to be 
.sulha'inyv eontimual to pour in, day after day, until the number of 
the .'-iyiHU’s to them exiaanled ont‘ hundiaHl thousand as declared wlien 
a count was made by the Hecretary of the Senate a,t the instance of 
Mr. (day. 

A iu‘w feature was, after a wliile, athhal to the panic machinery 
(d‘ tlu‘ l)auk and its sup|K>rtei*s; that of larf^'e ‘"distress committees” 
appoint(‘tl to <*arry tlu^ mtmiorials to Washington and commissioned 
to add tlu‘ir ptu’sonal assu!‘anc(‘s of the existence and extent of the 
<listress. d’iiese committees thronged tlie galleries of the two Houses 
(d* ('ongri*ss and (he a\tmues to t!u‘. (dipitol, proclaiming everywhere 
the ruin of thi‘ <‘ountiw; tluw visited the Ihvsident, i’epeated to liim 
tlu‘ir relation of pubbu* grievaiuH‘s and in some iiistances misrepre- 
sen((Hl his repfu^s to an csxtcmt. tlcat. led him to re(|uii‘e that their 
further coinmunications to him should 1 h‘ in writing. Iduw fuUllhHl 
their allottial task of adding to the prco'ailing ('X(^itement by start¬ 
ling defrijitions (d’ tlu‘ eondition of tlu*. p(‘opl(‘ given to their rig)™ 
n‘;M‘nlali \ and on tlu^ii* return laboi'ing to irritate tlu^ (‘oust it lumt. 
hed\ i>\ exairntu'afed [»ii't iires (d’ th(‘ eonditiou of alfairs at- 'Adtsh- 
ingtniu nf whii’h tlu‘ ohstinaey of tlu‘ lh’(‘si(hmt. was a prominent 
and in\‘ai*iable teat man 

A numioiial from the Ihulding Mechanics of the city of Idiila- 
dtdphia, sai<l to ha\t' lanm adoptial at a meeting of d>,0{)0 persons, 
eompo. ed, a Mr. \\‘ebi tin* said, of carptmteu's, masons, hi-icklay(U*s, 
painlei* , and glazii*!*; , lime bmmers, plastm’cu’s, luml)e,r nuu’ehants, 
^Ce., Ac., wa earrietl to Wa: htngton by a eonuuitiee of lliii*t 3 ' of tlu‘- 
miMHoriab ! . dhi eommittei* was a<lmittt‘d to tla‘ Senate. (Miaml)er 
and wert‘ ranged arouucl the :eats ol the Stmat.or whilst, tluit gxujtle- 
man pre eiited theii’ memorial, in d<tu]ig which, lu‘ pointed to t.hem 
and ■ poki‘ in hi mo t . ohmin vein oi tlu*ir I’espiadahilit v and use™ 
fuhu‘ ami iinittMl tin* Stmatoi’r. to <'onv(‘i>.(‘ with them and to hear, 
from tht^ir oun lip% their bairftd storvd'’ 

Ihe llooii of miunoriab in fa\or of tin' hank nat.iirally soon pro™ 
(hired a largt* muulHU' td’ lamionsi raiuH‘s from tiiost^ who thought, (he 
(hoermueiit had dom* I'ight, against the interfmenee of (\>ngriss in 
the matter. Iraeli document, wh(‘tlu*r (hmmieiatorv of the act. ol t.hc 
Pre Idem, or (d‘ tin* rcmdiiel (d’ 1 ht‘ bank, was iisluu'ed in by a sepa- 
ratr peeeh. whirh provoked r(‘plies and tht*s(g in turn, rejoindcu's, 
tn thr e\*'Iu iou <d' all (itlnu* bu^ine.-s, until t!u‘ two Housers pr(‘st‘nted 
a p«‘i‘farle, which would not ha\‘(‘ biam tmdnri‘tl in any other stale 
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wliicli he was exposed but lie had steeled himself equally 
y^xirxst the rebukes of others and his own reproach. 

^Vv can notice only a few of his efforts to give the stamp and 




-- '—“J 

of reality to a fictitioiis case, efforts as unresting, as toilsome, 
. a,s fruitless as those of the unhappy Sysyphus of the classic 


XVKiist yet scarcely warm in his official seat and before he "was 
to issue his proclamation of outlawry against the old hero of 
"White House, he launched at him a stinging bolt in the sliax>e 
n. Senatorial call for a copy of the paper he had read to his 
ivl>xnet containing his reasons for wishing to remove the deposits- 
Olay could not have thought that he had a constitutional rig'ht 
XYxa.h:e this call, and knew that it would not be complied with, but 
b xxxig'ht he thought, irritate an inflammable temper and lead to the 
*^lx.il3ition of some act of disrespect towards the Senate—a branch 
tslxe Executive [Legislative] department which would justify or 
the vehement denunciation with which he was prepared to 
‘iSMjxnlt the President. The latter, however, understood a great deal 
t.ox* than his enemies supposed, when it might be useful to give 
A^ent to his feelings, and when it was wisest to qualify and sup- 
them. He sent to the Senate a brief respectful message, assign- 


i^easons for refusing to comply with its request—reasons, the 


^c>IXolnsiveness of which were but feebly controverted, even by the 
tiihlior of the call, and thus placed on its files a document which 
I ir<>x'cled to his friends a gratifying contrast between the course ho 
li<>txg‘lit it proper to adopt in his intercoui'se with another branch 
> r Idle departments of the Government, at the head of which he had 
placed by the people, and that of the Senate, on a subse(iucnt 
><*<*.txsion towards himself. The matter was almost immediately 
I i-opxped in the Senate. If that bodj^ had been denied -what was 
11 1 o -fco it under the constitution, it would not have submitted so 
H^:i.clily and quietly to the response of the President. 

IVCi'', Clay entered the Senate but a few mornings afterwards 
i hlx a woe-begone countenance, which he was very capable of as- 
airixixig, and instantly made the following communication to that 
>< ly, which I give in the words of the reporter: 

rvTi"'- Clay said he had just heard through the public prints that one of the 
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tinioii tiaiik was safe, aac! fliat flit* StHTtaary was laif a st<irklir}:l<| 
an aiuoiint that his uittaassi t‘ould Ih‘ lu liata iialtift 

select that iiank as a <it‘|n»sfter.v of the i»tihlie au»iie>. Ho li:ii! , 
tiait; in ,npi)relaaision of a ran on tin* I nion laiiih, ;t irt^asar) Arnfi 
issued in its favor for $]ofM,HMi and Itmf it vva.s tin.* dni.v of fho 
look into it, lit' liad tIa*rt‘fore pna>areti the following rt‘snlnt 
he hoped no a’nnileinan would olijoct to its ado|:ited lininorpa'fr 

iih",%KO/re(/, 'I'hat tiie lSeeri*tary of Hie Treastir) !*♦* dii'eafoil to 
the Staialt*, what amount of laildie laoiiey is innv on depr>stf in 
hank of Maryland: < hi wliat aet'onnf tl was ■'deposited, aiiri wli 
treasuiw drafts, <,'‘ontln.aotd or ottier. tmv.e tioeis, dnriu:" fla* naaiHi 
18ty, furnisIuM.1 to the snid i.iank, to emihle If to meet myv dema 
nuiLrhf Ih‘ tnade npiai It. 

Mr. I^"y>rsytlH wlio was never silent when the eharaeti' 
friend was n 8 sa.ile(,L saitl: 


If Hie lahdhunaii had liitrodne'eil fla> rt»sttl!'ifIon wifironi ony rrioafk 
have had no ohjeefion to It, Hat after what laid heeii said !»> Hio 
he thoundd we ounlit to tiave some lime Oi set* ilio lesofapom It 
that the Secretary of tla^ 'rrensiuA was a sioeklioltior in the I nesi 
kneW' nolhlim to whiaf twheni, Hot tie had no he.-hiatImi in savin- 
interest of the SiM'iHdary, wdiatever it mtelil be, had noi ihr In h 
on him In selecting t'he Imtdi as one o^f the pitblle de|..tiislfiiii!*s. 


Tlie reso!ntlnn wms |mssed winui it mune mh iti h.s unJei 
'riu^ (!ull't‘sf iiim^inatinn wnnthl not titnl tt dillimlt.. t*i a] 
tile*! injurious tdleefs \v!ui*h sjielj a,n afiiniiineeunuil -^anoi 

sueli a man- ■■•■■sieliverml i'P sihii a |>!aee aitij at^ mdi n.i! 

period, was ahnosf. mud.a!ii to hawt^ iij'.ion rrof. moI) ilie iofei 
the safety t-vmi of the bank wltieh was tbiiy aswiilmi and 


pieion and disinist it was eateiilaf'ed to eitM 
oiu^ o'f the [■Hii’i'^st tnmi in tin* eonril..ry, Itieii 
tlie duties of a Id^fhly res|iomdl.i|e ufiiee an 
niimstirtn ttuui in its tmriiesf sla^e, amt as 
fa.vorable judgment of tin* lhaipie ■"'iiow haj 


the iiia 
l:--i efife'I 


■a ere: 


biri flic 


itt lilied 
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oral alarm, rii!miiia(ia! iVtmi (lu‘ Siaiatt^ chamlxa’ lo work flu'ii’ 

mi>rhi(‘Vous i^tlVcls mil 11 iluw should lu' o\'(‘rtak(‘n by llu‘ compara 
tividy (aialy movomcnl of oHirial I'ldddal ion. 

H(‘(*r(daiT 9'aiu*y dolaytal <udy loii<ii: taiough io taiabk^ him (o wi’il(‘ 
to tho lhH‘sidont of {lu‘ hank (o obiain a staionumt of his own st-ook 
tI’ansactions which lu* transmilfod as soon as i*iHH‘i\'o(l to iho StMia((‘, 
\\'ith a communioalion, in whicli lu‘ assmnod, as ho was bound to do, 
that tlu* i*n<(niiw in I’oii'ard to tlu^ slook lio hold in (h(‘ bank, pointtal 
to tlu‘ motivi's by which lio had botm inlliuMuaal in his ollicial acis, 
and tlHU’ofort' thmiamkal at. his hand^; ih(‘ fulk'st. disclosuri^ of tluan. 
1 b‘ sfaital that tlu‘ report, that hatl txaiclual Mr. (day's tairs ''that a 
trtaisury draft had binm issmal to t ho Ihiion bank, to onabk* it to iiuad. 
any <lomamls that mi^'hl In^ mad(^ upon it '' was utt(‘rly ^'iHnmdlc‘ss 
that no "'Friaisury drafts, (amtinc:ont, or otlun-wiso, wore furnislual 
to tlu‘ I’nioii baidc (d* Maryland, diirin/i,* tlu‘, month of March 
and tliaf no Ihaaisury draft, <n’ draft, of any dt‘soi-iption continenud, 
or otIh*i’wiH(\ lunl (Oia* Inum fuiaiislual to th(‘ baidv <d’ Mai’yland, sinco! 
h(‘ came int<v ollico. Mr. d'amw's kdtor was, oi\ Mr. (May's motion, 
oialci'tMl b> he pi'lntod and r<’fcia*t‘d to the (’oinmittoc on k'inancr, on 
wIhj.o tilt‘,. it r-lcpi ttu‘ :'.l(‘t‘p <d* thadh, by tlu‘ si(h‘ of hundreds, not. 
to .'.a\ t Imu; ands of di: t r(‘Ns naunorials, wliich had al-o botui ridorrcal 
to it. 

Ml*. (Mu}' novm* ai^ain alluded to tlio subj(‘ct, not, (‘von whtm Mr. 
IMuhw''. imminat iniu a Sca’indary of t 1 h‘M' roaeury wa ■'cousidoriM 1 ami 
rcjscicd b\ the Si*natt‘, nor wa* fhoi’o, I luditoan a slnydo man, how. 

(‘r dct‘p|\ . tcopoil in part\ politics, not i*\c(*ptiiLV Mr. (May Idimadf, 
who harboi*c<l a doubt (d* the (udirc purity of hi:* j Mr. MMm‘y| mo 
ti\(*M and acMs in tin* w!iidi» matter. 

Not c(udoid with tla^ dail\ di cu '{(Hi ' on his c'ouoral r(‘Solut ions, 
dtmouncinn' tie rrosiilmd lor the romo\al <d' tin* d«‘[a»''its ami the 
j'Oparato sptM‘rh(‘S (d' tlu* Senators on th(‘ presentation (d’ (sich 
namioriah Mr. ( Ma v lidrotluced a n*solution in t rue! in^l»* tin* ('om- 
miffer on b'lnanct* to (mqniri^ am! I’t'port on tlu‘ pi’opritdy of L*’ivino* 
relief I>y cxtendinir the film* of payment Ufam rtwtmue iamds. M'hla 
resoliditm \wc k(‘pl Ind’tjre the Senate for more tha.n a month, ami 
nnoli* the : uhjeet <d* protraoft*d <lehalo. MMnu’t' Were thil. provid(‘d 
three <lail\ chamud.'. foi* tlie di emiiudion of panic \iz: tlu‘ pn* cn 
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It is scanriy necessary to say that. Mr. Clay, after tliis to him mu 
]>a!atal>!(‘ diselosuiH^ was nia(h\ he(*am(‘ as silcmt u|>o!i th(‘ suhjeet as 
Mr. W'ehstia*. Ih^th wiav not only (lisappointtah hut discaHulited 
l)y the n‘sidt of tlu‘ir iin'(‘st iyat ions, with tlu' di irmHuitau that- ilu' lat- 
t(‘i luul hei'ii thr* most eautious in his mo\(,Mn(*nts and ha<l tluu’ehv ex- 
IMKs‘i‘d hims(dfto K*ss moi'tititaition. 

At. anotluu* tinu‘ wi» find Mr. Clay plnny(‘d with his usual iuu 
piMuosily in an (‘xeitiny thdadi^ with tlu* Xtnv ^'oi-k S(‘nato!x, Silas 
\\ I’iyiit. and Nathaniel Ih dalnia<lyc% (t!u‘ lattiux Mr. (davV. suhsi'- 
(|iu*nt ally, hut thiui in a state ol eomparativi' imHuauna') iu reS[KM’t. 
to tiuwsolidity (d the *'** Xtnv ork Sahdy fund systmnd' upon whieh 
h(‘, aideil hy Mr. \\(*!>sti‘r, had made an anyry and wcdl prepaiaal 
assault. Ihna* we liavi‘ another* and an instlaietivt* illustratimi of tlu‘ 
t.riu‘ eharaetiu-<d* their {a>mplaints in la^yard to thi‘ (h*st laiet ion (d' th(‘ 
eonlidtmee <d‘ the. pia^plt^ in tlu‘ ptaainiary <a>n(an‘ns (d* th(‘ Count iw 
ami of the propositions for- th(‘ir laditd*. 1 havi^ hritdly ladVriMal to 
thissy.dtan Ind’ortu haviny aidta! in it s const ruet ion and assuimal tlH** 
pi’i!iei[Kd r-<‘: [HJiisihility for its adopti(Ui. It had, to tlu* dav of this 
a.’-sault upon it, supprua! {1 h‘ laiTn‘'d. ami most. <‘ouun<‘rria! state' of 
the ( oidt'dcraev with a pa[x'r <airi'cney, on uhi(‘h her pt‘(»pie had luii 
lost a sinyh' dollar and at that moment po;.Si‘SM*<l |Iu‘ii’ fulh'st eon* 
fidcun'r*, as it would in all likt'lduxHl ha\'t' eontimied to tlo t<^ Iht' pre's 
ent. tiuH', if tlu* peditieal pow(‘r of tlu* State had not mdiappily falh'n 
into t lu' hands <d\a ('las;* of nu'U w ho used it to overturn tlu* tinaneial 
and economical systt'ins, <l(‘\ist*d and matureal hy tlrost* mode's! and 
unprete'udiny, hut ahh* pul>ii(* se*rvants and ‘ iu'nefae-tors, Whayht, 
llotlman, I'dayy, and tlu'ir assoe‘iatt*s, uneh*r the* infhu'nee' ed* whieli 
tlu* State*, in tlu'ir day, siynally prospt*n*d. 

d1u* ‘Stte*ty fund :y*-te*m was tlu're'foi'e* iratui'aHy an ewa* sore* to the* 
panie* make*rs, pre'U'utiny a spot, and that not a siirall om*, <‘ither 
in its e'Xte'ut or iir rhe aimunit of hu:dm*ss afFor*<le<! hy its inllm*m*(*, 
whoa* i'emdition lurui'.lu'el a standiny I’cfutation, f>rae*ti<'al anel <'on ■ 
eluCtve*, ed’ the* assumption ed’ a yem‘ral dt‘ranyt‘nu*at ed’ the* (*m*r(‘m‘y, 
so eordlde'utly aehumvd hy the* aeivoeates of tlu* hank ; ami tlu* tah'nts 
ami imlu.str’y <d Clay ami \Ve*hste‘i’ w<*re* feu’' that r'e*as<m aetive'ly di 
n‘ete*el to its preutratiom Ile'iua* tlu*ir lahore,*(l e'tfenis to impair the*. 




742 


AMMIUCAX' 111S'1X)1:U'AL ASSOCIATION. 


luijrlil- luiA'c. snvod llu'iiisi'lvcs a ilaal ot ll■ollllI^‘. 'I'lu 

not rt'oouiuuiul iho S;ili‘ty Systi'iu to thoM* who a'sa 

be it ^ 0 ()(h or had. It-(aniu^ from Nhwv ^'ork.’' 

That the ex(‘itenieiit w'hicli was ki^pt u[) iluriiiiy (he wlr 
session of Coni>:ress, to wdiieh llu‘ pt'ojdia almo-t with oiu^ 
attached the tif)p(dlation of ilu' Panlt‘ St'^sionby whic! 
as 1 lta\’e said, ever siiu'c bemi distina’nlslied was tiot tli 
(ivicnce of I'eal <i;rievtuu‘('s hdt l>y th(" ii:reat l>otly ol t!u‘ pet 
tlie result of factious and t‘xi raucous iiuatns purposely de 
produce it, was clearly seen in all the tiuwaaueuts (d‘ iis ai 
es|’)ecially in these shifts to which Mr. (day, the avticrali 
theii- oi^Hu-ations, wais driven, ii> provide adiH|uate subjects 
cessful ao’ibdion. 

Th(‘ consiitution directs, in (‘Xpn‘ss l(uaus, that th(‘ ollitau 
Federal (Jovernnieut sluill be appointial by tlu* Pre./ident 
silent in regard to ih(‘ aulhoi‘ity by which tluw may In* r 
A (fuestion was raised at^ tlu* comnamcimuait td’ tlu* (io\t 
ui)()ii t,he lat-ier point, was (daborattdy discusstab an<i a - v 
posed, W’as (inally {h*t‘ided by tlH‘ iirsl CongiH* ; , in fa\oi 
powau* of r(‘UHtval by (ht‘ Prt'sidiuit. 'That etju tiaicfum li: 
been geiuu‘ally ac<|uicsc(‘d in, and laul btam at'tial upon, 
intermission, by (W'cuy Pr(\sidimt, not t‘\ci‘pting Mr. Ad 
th(‘ head of whos(‘ Cabinet stood Mr. (da\. The lu'ce'"-if if 
pr(‘S(‘nt. position di’o\(‘ tlu* latter to atti'inpt to gah'ani/.t* i 
life that, long stalled (juestion, and to that i‘nd lu* oUVred, wi 
sohannity, a stuaes of n'solutions,* <lt‘n\'ing tlu* powei* and t 
ing; its i*X(‘rcisi‘, which, tifter luring ki*pl lud'ort* tin* S«mai 
montli, and ustal for tlu* pui*pos(* foi* wlTu'h they wtu’e intrt 
that (d’ agitation weia* allow(‘d to bu* on the table, on w Ibu 
bered, wuthout risk (d‘ biding disturbe'd, so many similar pi’op 
introdiu'ial only for (‘tri‘<’t, without an idt*a on tlu* part- 
authors of pi’(‘ssing (lu‘m to siu‘ct‘ssful (‘tloiis. 

Ainoiig his '^grtat. guns'" for tlu* <‘ampaign, Mr. (’lay 
witii (‘onti<ltnu*i‘ on tlu*. <‘th‘(ds of tlu* pr()e(*e<rmgs lu* desiir 
adopted in regard to his Bill for tlie did ribut i(»n of the ] 
of the public, huuls anuang tlu* States, which hatl been pas-e 



Bill would, rroin tliat causo aloue, fail to become a law. But always 
anxious to have bis constituents know and undiu'sttuul the principles 
upon whi(‘li be acted, and on ibis (naaision ptirticularly desirous ‘^M.o 
reason tbe matter out before, tbe pi'ople,*'' be sent tbe Ibdl to tbe 
Senate at tbeir ensuing* session, with a messtiov *■ informino; tbem of 
his inability to (‘onsider it before tb(‘. <‘lose of tbe last session on 
account, of tbe lateness of tbe time when it was received by him, but 
<i:ivin^ bis I’easons at lar^e, why be could not approve it. 

Jl was in a, n^ply to ibis document upon a subject of such vast in¬ 
terest, that Mr. Clay tbou<»:bt he (‘ould, es[)(Tially in tbe then ex(‘ited 
state of tbe public mind, prodiu'e a. ^nait sensation. To that, (md 
be introdu(‘ed“ a. new Bill, of pre(‘isely the same (‘baracter, bad it 
relVnvd to tb(‘. c<Hnmittee on tb(‘. pubbu* lands, of which he was a 
member, where it was retained some live months before, be made his 
intetuled rei)ly to tbe argument of tbe Ibvsident, in the shape of a 
report from the (\)mmitttH‘. 1 doul>t whether lu^ (^ver took more 
])ains with a pubba* docainumt. than he bestowed on this, o!‘ (‘ver 
clu‘rislu‘d lolVuu* ant ici[)a( ions of tlu^ succ{\ss of any pa[K‘r oi* sp(H‘ch 
of which be was tb(‘ author. My fi-icmd Mr. W'rija'bt. onc(‘ (m((‘rtained 
nu^. with a dt'scu'iption <d‘ a s<*i‘iu‘. that- IranspirtMl in tb(‘. course', of its 
preparation, wbicii I can hcv no objt'clion to my rc'pe'atiiu;* luua'. He 
and Mr. John M, Clayton, Semator from Dede^wai’c, tbou;L!:b diHVrini»: 
wid(‘ly in t.lu'ii* political \‘ii*ws and associations, fornual for eae'h oilier 
strouii; ptu'sonal at I admumts, and (diem amustal tluanse'I V(‘s by talk- 
ini*; without- ri*st*rv(‘ of oiaanaauua's that arose' bdiind the' sea'iu's, in 
tb(‘ir iH'spi'ctiv(‘ politi<‘aI camps, (‘ontidc'ut. as tiuw both wtua', that, no 
impropi'r uses weadel be ncaeles of the' i*endiele'ntial ea»mmuni<*a(ions in 
wbi(‘h they imlul^xal thtunsedve‘S. On spe‘akin<x to Mr. (dayton of 
Mr. Clay's rc'port, shortly afteu* it hael beam made', Mr, \\b’i<J!:bt. ol)- 
s(‘!‘V(h1, with natural surprise, (hat the suhjeel, in itself epiite. nin 
amusing*, esxciteal mueli men-rimemt in his frii'ml, whieli the', latte'r 
inaele no ('llbrt to (‘oiitrol, hut em the' eamtrary proea'e'de'el at- onea' t.o 
('Xplain. Mr. Clay, he*, said, whe'u he* liael e‘(unple't<'d liis re'port., sum- 
moiH'el Watkins Li'i^L^h, of \'ir|i:inia, h*ohe*i-t L(‘(ch(*r a re'pn'senlative 
from Ki'ntue’ky, an olel and p‘arti<‘idar fric'iiel, ami himself to his 
room, to lu'ai* it re'ael anel to ^dve* the*ir opinions upon its ce)nte'nts. 
Idu'V atte'uelt'el at. tlu* uppointeal time* ami loimd Mr. Clay with tlu*. 
voluminous d(H-ume‘ut, which rt‘<{uire*el two hoiu's in the*, re*aeliniir, 
he‘ror(‘ him. It. was in the* month of May, hut the evenings W(*re' yet. 
cool, and tlu'ir Imst. liael dlrce‘te'el the* mate'rials for a iXooel wooel tire 
to he*. plac(‘d on the* amlirons, ami af{i‘r li<fhtin,ir it himself, he* took 
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Mr. Ewing,^ of Ohio, a most indefatigable agitator, possessed of 
highly respectable talents, and capable of almost any extent of phy¬ 
sical iiidurance, was made chairman of the Committee on Post Offices. 
The overhauling of this department had, from the beginning, been 
regarded by Mr. Clay as a rich mine. He had been brought up with 
Major Barry, who had unhappily been placed at its head, and 
loiew him to be an honest man, of kind and generous disiiosition; 
but illy qualified to resist the importunity of that class, which is 
always to be found besieging the Treasury, and many of whom, at 
the time of which we write, clung to the skirts of such men as Col. 
Eichard M. Johnson and the Postmaster General. It was equally 
well understood that the gallant Colonel, though among the bravest 
of the brave and patriotic and honest, was also, to a great extent, 
subject to the infirmity which disqualified Major Barry for such a 
post as he filled, and was not more to be relied upon to check the 
cupidity of his friends. These were, most of them, Kentucky peox^le, 
whom Mr. Clay knew as the saying is, “like a book.” It was to the 
short comings of that department, therefore, more than any other, 
that he looked for essential aid, in the ° wurk he had undertaken, and 
his friend Ewing pursued the Postmaster General with a vengeance. 
Certainly no department of the Government had ever before been 
subject to so severe an ordeal, and it is equally certain that the ad¬ 
ministration was more damaged by the operations of that branch of 
the Government than by that of all the others. Many faults had 
doubtless been committed, not a’ few petty larcenies had escaped 
the notice of its chief, and its general administration had been far 
less thrifty and methodical than it ought to have been, but I be¬ 
lieve I do not greatly err when I say that Major Barry left it with¬ 
out any serious impeaclnnent of his character as an honest and hon¬ 
orable man, in the estimation even of his political enemies, and he 
had no other. 

Mr. Poindexter, one of the Senators from Mississippi, a man who 
was never so much in his element as when surrounded by public ex- 
citment aroused to its highest point, and who possessed a talent for 
raising it not excelled by any of his contemporaries, was placed at 
the head of the Committee bn public lands. Endow^ed with abilities, 
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ably pru(l(‘nt ]R‘rsoiis aiujJit to ]ia\(" stood “at oase’’ and tauployinont, \v 
bi.uii \va{i.'os, liboundinj;' for workinji: nuMi, If tlu^ k(H‘l)in.a: of tlu^ wholosonion 
of lh<‘ ouiTtaicy has Itt'iai viokaitly transbM'iH'd to sto<'k-iAaniblcM*s and inon 
sIiaN’i'rs, tiiroim’h i,ij:noran<H‘ of its natnr(\ or from any otlua* {*auso, tlH‘ fa 
(loos noi r(‘si witii in; nor shall \\(‘ laMiiain neutral, and (jundly sullen* < 
))art in tfa* ooiiunon distress or ruin (hat s(‘<‘nis to impiMid. 

(^>nlid(‘ne(‘ in Anu'riean stocks has luMai nd.aiiiily sliak(Mi in hhiroi>e, and i 
“hurrah” of tlu' inultilinh^ \vill luM ndiine^ us for th(‘ want of en'dit tlKsan 
a sin.u’lo instanei^ out of many Ind'ori^ us, W(‘ may ohs(M*V(% that oiu' of our s 
seriht'rs, in this oily, lias !MH*t‘iv<*d hy th(‘ last paekth ship from i/ivi'rpool, a 1 
tm’ from his eorrt‘spond(Mit, an intellij;(‘nt Sctdtisfi farnirr, in wliieh h(‘ dire 
that all his funds in lh(‘ Tnited Siat<‘s h(‘ eolhs'teMi from tht‘ soidJi- and in 
when' lh(‘y an' now empi^l.^ed, and invest(‘d as sad'ly as possible' in liahiim 
umh'r thi' inniK'diat*' eai'i' (d’ his friend idvin.a’ as a n'ason for tln' ehanjL;’(' 
<h‘n‘d, the' elauior raist'd by “the' .u'oveMamse'nt ” aaainsi tiu' l-nite'd State's ha 
wldeh weudel force' it to eairtail its ace'onmiodalions to the' (Country, and (*i*e‘ 
pre'at distre'ss In the' (Munmunily, hy unse'tilin;^ the' cnrre'ncy. 

'The* wrlte'i* of the' lette'i* u1h>V(' allude'd to n'Side'd a .u'oexi many ye'ars in 
(hilte'd Slate'S and lransae*le‘d a lar.m' business on retundna’ home' he' h'ft 
hind him no small amount <d' funds wdiidi he thouaid happily inve'ste'd, a 
wilhoui a de'sire to dislurh (lieiii; hut at miles dislane’e*, he' has see'U 

proat'hinc' e\”enls as we* saw ihe'in, and p('n*mpt<u'ily onh're'el (hat all his fu’ 
shall he* conccii! rate'ei in (he* chare.e* liis fi’ie*nd, and so eleposite'd that II 
iuay l»e a! his own a/z/'e di,-;poral, wlu'u calk'd fcr. lie* fee'ls that our hithc 
unriNJille'd curre'uc.s can not Ix^ loua.er re'li«‘d on, and will probably wit lab 
ids funds. He* had, pe'rhaps, just se'e'U the pape'r “ re'ad to tlie* t'ahine'l “ in 
Ue'idste'r, (wdde*h is re‘e’«‘i\e‘<l lt> him) am! Is'iiee* the* deeision that he* has ina 
But ne'ilhe'r tlie e'Vcitement, nor the* pre'ssure*, has ye't ncarl.\ reache'd the* 
tcid to which both will proe-ex-d. 1‘Ae‘ry day adds failure* to failure*, ndse'ry 
mise*i*y, anel re'duce'S the* m<*ans of (lie* nuKsf sedvent p(‘)‘sous. IMnny tne*n, as 
pay (la*ir drhis: hu rjiianstiiit; tlu'ir fortune's, In sae*rHic(*s to preserve* li 
vn'ditl A nie'mhcr e>f the* icr i ;lat tire' of Massachuse't ts la(<‘ly said In his pi 
that S'JAeHkObd had i»e‘('n paief, in that State, f<»r (wtrn inte*re*sts sine'e' the* 
mo\al of lh(‘ el«‘poslls. W'e* think thai this is less lhan (he Indh, in a eomi 
nity See e*mim‘ntl>' eeimmt‘i‘cial as IIm* Slate* named. It Is our opinion, dori 
I'rom se\eral eon\er*;niiona With pi*i*se»ns who aift/ht to know, Hint the d: 
amount of sariiitfs in Ikdlitmu’e* amounts to $100,(MKh 


W'iili artie'le's like' llu 'se*, nhuos! wholly uniountl<Ml in th<*ir ma 
rial a.'%suinp(ions anel sno’^e*sfie>ns, was the coimti’y Iht'rally llooe 
ilu’on^hont. Ilu' panie* st'ssion. 

''riu* ('.\li*ni. to whie'li llu' ('ouniry was thus ahirine'el, lu'i* pul 
<‘ounsols elistrtnie'd, and he*!’ Inisiiu'ss pai’alyze'd wilh<'ve'n at. this e 
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which, the people of the U. States had pronounced upon the treat¬ 
ment I had received. 

To this respectful, familiar and agreeable intercourse whenever 
we met, whether whilst performing our respective duties in the 
Senate, or at social meetings elsewhere, and in which many co¬ 
operated, who I was V'ell satisfied deprecated its existence, there were 
a few minor, and two prominent exceptions, viz: Mr. Calhoun and 
Senator Poindexter. In the account I have heretofore given of the 
political relations which, at different times, existed between Mr. 
Calhoun and myself, I did not give as full an account of our per¬ 
sonal demeanour towards each other on the occasion of the breach 
in our friendly feelings which was made public in 1831, as may now 
be useful. 

Mr. Calhoun sent his letter, by which the personal and political 
friendship which had so long existed between General Jackson and 
himself was finally severed, at the close of the session of Congress of 
1829-30, and soon thereafter left Washington for South Carolina. 
He did not return to that city until late in the month of December 
thereafter and in the mean time we never met. It will be remem¬ 
bered that I declined to read the correspondence between the Gen¬ 
eral and himself before its publication, neither did I make any 
attempt to inform myself of its contents, or in any way become 
possessed of them, until I read it in Mr. Calhoun’s pamphlet, on its 
appearance at Washington in the latter part of February 1831. The 
fact of its having been prepared became generally known at the 
seat of Government, and speculation as to its character rife. He 
submitted it before publication, to many of his friends, and in that 
way and probably in others, the impression became general that my 
conduct, in some of the transactions referred to, was virtually im¬ 
peached. As Mr. Calhoun had made no complaints to me and 
knowing that there was not the slightest ground for any imputa¬ 
tions of that character, as Mr. Calhoun himself, at a subsequent 
period, virtually admitted, and as is now demonstrated in Mr. Par- 
ton’s life of Jackson;^ and not thinking that the difficulties which 
had arisen between him and the President furnished a sufficient 
giuund for disturbing the courtesies which had before been inter¬ 
changed between the Vice-President and myself, an opinion, in which 



my intended guests, postponing the dinner trom bauii 
following Monday. In the course of Saturday I receive' 
Calhoun,, the following note: 

Mr. Callioun regrets that owing to the state of the weather am 
which he is afflicted he can not dine with Mr. Van Buren to da; 

The impression it made upon me at the moment, an 
which was I doubt not greatly strengthened by other cii 
which have now passed from my mind, was, that he was e 
by my invitation, and had gladly availed himself of the 
weather to avoid placing himself in a position which 
sistent with the hostile attitude he would be obliged to 
wards me, when his correspondence with the President wa, 

So regarding his note, and apprehending that I migl 
quence of the renewal of my invitation, be regarded as ha^; 
too great a desire to conciliate him, I made the followi 
ment upon the note: Not received when my note for h 
sent,” and placed it upon my file, where is has remainec 
years. Very unexpectedly to me Mr. Calhoun appeared 
among my guests, consisting of some thirty ladies and 
among whom were, besides himself, the Speaker of th 
Representatives and his lady, and Senator Grundy an 
The latter gentleman, as it subsequent!}^ appeared, being 
ment, but without my being aware of it, one of Mr. Ca] 
fidential advisers as to the disposition that should be i 
correspondence, had, I now believe exerted a controllii 
over his action in respect to the dinner. The company v 
numerous and brilliant, but, with the exception of Mr. Cal 
and jocular. His demeanor on the contrary, though hig 
ful, was throughout obviously constrained. He, at my i 
Mrs. Grundy in to dinner and placed her between him 
In the course of a long dinner, I made several unsuccessi 
to restore him to his usual vivacity and to a participatior 
versation of the table, a thing I never before knew him 
he continued in the mood he assumed upon his entrance 
soon after the company had returned to the drawing ro 
me thoroughly convinced of the correctness of the coi 
had placed upon his note, and satisfied that the char^ 
future relations would, so far at least as he was concerne' 
dependent upon the suppression or publication of the cor 
which had taken ]:)lace between him and the President; i 
pecting that a qualified publication was under consideral 
first course was pursued and really amicable relations 1 
and the President restored, there would not, I supposed, 


considerate of his frieucls on the subjec‘t of its suppression. Senator 
r)il)h' informed the President that he Inul warned Mr. Calhoun that 
the ]>uhlication of the correspondence ^onld be his destruction, and 
had conjui'ed liini to commit it to the flames. The latter o'cntleman, 
not only thoug-ht diirereut-ly, but anticipated a signal triumph, and we 
have no evideu(‘e that they ever prevailed on him to go farther in that 
direction, than to consent, which he did, that his friends might make 
an attempt to reconcile the President to its appearance, by such modi¬ 
fication of it and explanat ion of what he should farther say as would 
1)0 suHicient to etlect that object, without lessening the injurious 
eilects of the correspondence upon myself. To this was added, 
through ihe same instrumentality, an ed'ort to prevail upon the editor 
of the (Jlobe to publish Mr. Callioinds appeal first, and accompany 
it with favoi'able <‘omments. As we have already seen, an intrigue 
was conse(|ueni,ly set on foot by my subseijnent friend (bamdy to 
ac(‘om))lish the first of these objects through their fi'ieiub Mt)jor 
Eaton, and by the same gentleman and C\)\. tiohnson, who was every¬ 
body's friend, to obtain Mr. Hhiir's consent to the latter, the fa/dure 
of both of wliich has also benm scam. Mr. I>lair rcd’uscal altogctJau*, 
bid Mr. Oriindy thought he had su<‘ceeded upon the first- and prin¬ 
cipal point. Th(‘. corr(‘spond(mce was publislual and Mr. (^alhoun's 
suc.(‘ess in politi(‘al lih^ forcN’cM' destroyed. That- the Pi’esidcnt dis¬ 
claimed th(‘. encouragement which had been given by Major Eaton, 
and indignantly resented tlu^. attcmipt tliat had beam set on foot to use 
him for th(‘ d<‘struction of his friend, has also beam already stahal. 

Imnualiatcdy after tln‘. railur(‘. of the (iiaindy and Eaton negotia¬ 
tion and on tlu' appearance^, of the (llobe whi(‘h annoumaal the (Jen- 
(‘raTs feelings in th(‘ mat ten*, I was favonal with a visit, from l)i*. 
rlon(% a. d(‘-vot-ial and ven-y acd.ive friend of Mr. (’’alhoun, who was 
soon followed by Mr. lilair at. the DoedoEs instance^; the object of 
t.Iu'ir joint appcairama'. lading to atford the lat-ter tin op[)ort-unitry t-o 
rcmionst !‘at(\ in my prescuuaa against the c.ourse whicdi tlu^ (Jlobe 
was taking. 11i{‘ Docdoi-'s desire^ wats to a-rrest, and suppress t-he 
papcM* war, whic’h had that, moiming been comnumced; w’hi(*h Ik^i 
claimed tlu". powan* of doing on Mr. (kdhoun’s si(h\ if t.h(‘ Presichmt 
and mysedf would prevail upon our friends to do the same on ours. 
P(U*c(^iving that h(‘. w'as not advancing his o!)ject, by t,hc (uxplana,- 
tion he ma.dt‘. of Mr. (kdhoun's course and tlie t‘X(ais(‘S he foundt'd 
upon tluan, as th(‘S(‘. W’en^ nanlily, and, as it, a[)p(*ared to in(% <“on- 
clusi\(‘ly ov(‘rthi‘own by Mr. Ifiaiiy h(‘ at- hmgth dii’ectcal his obscu*- 
vat.ions to tlu‘ injui'ious (‘onscajiumcc^s w’hicli w'oiild result to tht^ 
party and to all hedonging to it, from (In^ sedusm, whicdi he (diarged 
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lat might happen. We were together, a few days after the dinner, 
t a meeting of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, of which his 
riend, Mr. Ingham, the Secretary of the Treasury, and Chief Jus- 
ne Marshall were members and present. We shook hands respect- 
ally but in our intercourse there was, on his part, a greater formality 
veil than that which was observed on the former occasion, which I 
ttributed to the presence of the latter gentleman and a design to give 
a our personal relations an appearance which would be in harmony 
uth the character the Chief Justice, who though a gentleman of quiet 
lanners generally understood whatever passed about him, supposed 
lem to bear. 

After these occurrences, I felt myself justified in insisting that the 
rst advance towards the continuance of social intercourse between 
s should proceed from him; and I determined to embrace the first 
tting opportunity to drive him to the necessity of deciding that point 
imself. A suitable occasion for carrying this resolution into effect 
^as afforded me, some time, probably a week or so, before his publica- 
Lon, at a party given b}^ the French Minister. I perceived, on enter- 
ig the principal room, that Mr. Calhoun was standing near the center 
f it, with Mrs. [Samuel] Harrison Smith, an old confederate of my 
wn in the Crawford war, but now a friend of his, leaning on his arm. 
Vlim I reached them, in taking the circuit of the room, I addressed 
Irs. Smith familiarly, then looked Mr. Calhoun fully in the face, 
espectfully, but without extending to him the ordinary salutation— 
ceremony, which would, under ordinary circumstances, have been 
ue to his rank, but was withheld upon the grounds I have stated, 
le looked me also full in the face, but made no motion, nor did he say 
nything. I gave to my countenance no expression, nor was there 
nything in my demeanor that was not respectful, and his was the 
ame in both respects. It seemed to me that he understood what I 
leant, and that was all I desired. I continued my conversation a 
ew minutes with the lady, when bowing to her I proceeded on. An 
itimacy of long standing, and at times very close, was thus quietly 
roken off—a proceeding, which left nothing further "for us to do, in 
kat regard, when his pamphlet appeared. I do not recollect to have 
eard of a single disrespectful remark made by him of me, during the 
3ng estrangement that ensued, and I endeavored to observe the same 



OTIAn'KK XLVII. 


3(. so luippcncHl tluit Tin' pi'rsoiiul rt'ljitions lih Si^hitoi I <)}n 
ioi% AV('re, from tlio iirst, of an a inns lanaih rharacior. 1 iuhmI !i< 
am sui‘0, say io any of my ;ioquainiaiu*ns, wlmlhm* thay ha\t‘ rai 
among my IViends or my opponents, how greatly sueh a !'tut 
was at- variance Avitli llu‘ gimi'ral timor of m\ ieedings in , 

.matters. 

He had justly acquired very considerable diAlmiuni by his 
port of General Jackson in (he great debate in the l!om-e ol i 
resentatives, in wlii(‘h the conduct of Un^ Iat((*r in the Seminoh‘ 
was sought to be deeply implicattHl; and had now biam 
Senator of the United Stales Iiy the tumerars fi’imuls and sniq 
ers in the State of JMississifipi. He presimtial himsidf at Wasl, 
ton. for the first times in that. capat*it\q a lew da\s Indore tlu* st*.'- 
of 18:i()-;d, drove to the White House in a com‘h drawn hy 
cream colored horses, and was announeial to the Pr(*sidmit whil^ 
and myself (T ilum being Seen^tary of Slate) wme tmgagta 
business in tlu'- President's ollieca Wh* nqiaired at on<'(‘ to th(‘ D 
ing room, where he was received by lhc‘ tienm-al with eordialit.y 
respect. Having never imd him before, I was introdiuaal aiul a 
and sprightly conversation ensued, wldu'h was clfubly eonfined ti 
President and his visitoi'. In tin* {*onrs(‘ (d it-, old times and s< 
ivere, in succession introdn(‘ed by t!u* hitt-m* and Ireely .•'pukei 
whilstdhe exciting political Tpiestlons of the day wen% as it appe 
to me, studiously avoid(‘d on the part of the Senator, and siugn 
enough, Iniving regard to llu^- nat-ure of tlu^ Pn‘S!denPs rt‘!a 
with that gentleman, Mr. (day's sayings and doings r(awiitntei 
princiiial theme. The conversati<m reci‘ived that direidion 
the Senator, wlio introduced utu! dwelt on the. positions whic 
and Mr. Clay occupied towards each other, and the stirring S( 
wdiich had occurred between theng more particularly in tlie ^pol 
\vay, at diilercnt periods of their busy lives. On the latter !iea' 
gave us the iTurticulars of a famous brag party, at. wliich Mr. ( 
slung io madness by his losses, Inul bragged him, against- a. iv< 
sum, his Hotel establishment at Cincinnati—an e.state. of i 
n 1n-n<T vvhlcli he had decliiTcd to im^et. aUhomrli held a 
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Clay, he said, had often told him, that he was the only 
ever had him in his power. I remember these particu- 
distinctly, from the effects produced on my northern 
^ revelation of the enormous sums of money which were 
between them. To the General’s they did not, it must 
-T-s produce equally astounding effects; but were listened 
^^xter Imew they would be, as racy reminiscences of some- 
scenes through which he had himself passed, at an 
on the famous Clover bottom race course ” between 
life long competitors in all things, the McKairys, the 
^cl the Cannons— cum mMUis aliis^ in the progi^ess of 
patents and class rights in bundles, and horse flesh by 
been staked on their respective racing steeds in which 
L bad generally been the favorite of fortune. 

unfavorable to Mr. Poindexter’s fidelity to the admin- 
^ liad been elected to sustain were already extensively 
in political circles. With me, at least, they lost none 
from a personal acquaintance. The remarkably sin- 
ssion of his countenance, a point, in respect to which, 
o room for two opinions, and his whole demeanor .at our 
-ew, coming on the back of the invariably unfavorable 
received of his character, differing only in the degree 
xa-t was heaped upon it, satisfied me of his hostility, and 
»miial visit was one of exploration only. The President 
dL him to his carriage, but hastened back after he 
parture, with the question, Well, what is your opinion 
ter?” My conviction of his hostility and the certainty 
-xld soon be found in the ranks of the opposition, were 
L-eely expressed; to which the reply was '‘You are cer- 
We are not to his taste, and it will be thought no dis- 
tliat such is the case, but we will soon shew him that we 
Loxit him.” 

iixterview taken place shortly after the Seminole debate, 
.right have been different, for as I have elsewhere said, 
31XX known a man, who was seemingly more blind to the 
indulgent to the short comings of friends who had stood 
, crisis and whom he believed to be honest, than General 
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budget of calumnies ’wliicli lie in conchn'e pourca! upon Uh' ea!> 
tlic Senators disclosed the extent to whieli the iin’alid had notu 
standing explored the kennels and ransa<‘lve(l t!u‘ gossiping eir 
of the capital for defanuiiory reports; the whole being wtaind 
with a letter addressed to himself by a. man, whom I was iu»f < 


scions of ever having known, setting forth a sttitianent, suppo .i 


Si 


have been made to him by me of the motives by which 1 had Inam g 
erned in bringing about the dissolution of tin* (\‘ibin(*t, which lo 
one acquainted with me, wlu^ther friend or opponent, wa * read) 
pronounce unmitigated falsehoods. P>y the side of tlu^ sayings j 
doings of this veteran combaiant, it mortilied au* to liiul dl .pla 
on the journals exhibitions of illilieiadity and injustice not far heli 
his own on the part of a clever young southern St*natni\ uhoii 
once held in high estimation, hut who sunk himsidf for {lu‘ oceu 
in the pursuit of vengeance for imaginary intrigues, whicli liis Itau 
Mr. Callioim, the party to be injured by tlunu, suhseqiumtly uaibM 
the counter as unfounded suspicions. 

The conduct of the first named Senator, had as it. wa-a hatl 
little eirect upon our jiersonal iH'lations, on account of pre r\i I 
barriers to anything like*, fihmdly or social inlcrcoiirst‘ luUucrn 
Once only, daring our whoh‘ ac<(uaintamH\ did \n\ to my Mirpr 
approach .me with friendly greetings. 

A violent altercat.ion had takim p!a<*e, on (he floor of ihr Sen; 
between him and mj friend Forsyth; wliich it was f<»r a w!iih» .si 
posed would lead to a- bostih* mtahing a. matlm* about which, 
was well known, no one*, could havt‘ b(H*n nion* solicihjiis than my < 
The morning a-ltci* t-hat rt‘sult, had ht'cii a\’<ud«nl, lu* .N'llubal nas 
my enteince, with much cordiality. Nothing was <m my paj1 wa 
ing in the reception of his civility, for I h^lt. rchiiwinl ami imp 
but there the matter ended. \\ t‘, pasMul throug;h tlu‘ panic ?;c.ssi 
in which, he vva,s ttie liusicst. of {ln^ busy, ami p!’oha!>ly had 
do with tlie chair than any oihm* Simatoi', with th(‘ . aim* iUi\ar\i 
rigidity of countenanct*. on both si<l(*s that, had, with the .‘ingle i 
ception relerrcd to, distinguishcNl our p(*r.-(mal inten'our. fr«mi I 
heginning, and wliat wars really miraculous, without hi.s limlim 
single occasion to complain oftlu* treatimmt hr received at my hm 
as presidiuL^ ofll ier of t.lu^ bode H\ i. flu. . 
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•R^picxoxis settled down upon two gentlemen who had probably bee: 

least from the beginning by the principal actor. Br 

leso Ibut suspicions, without anything that deserved the nam< 

1 pi Oof 

sustain them, and therefore, though effective upoi 
ovviY. ixiind, it would be wrong in me to give names. I there 
)re coi:tt:o3at myself with saying that Mr. Clay was not one of their 
o<l 1 do so as well because I sincerely believed him as well as th 
t'oat body of the Senate to have been altogether above countenancin 
\d\ a joiL'^oceeding as on account of his well known influence ove 
oin(lex-tox^_ which might otherwise give rise to the impression tha 
alludod to him. 

Jl)oso wlio are conversant with the political history of that perio« 
ill I'ciiYorrxber the violent assault Mr. Clay made upon me at th 
nuni.ciYCioniLent of the session, on account of my non-appearance a 
^ (*<)mix'iexxcement to organise the body; or how earnestly my predc 
ss()i\ dVlx'. Calhoun, denied the fact set up by my friends in explana 
>n of xxxy albsence, viz: that it has been the practice of the Vice Presi 
ads (o fi^x^oid so early an attendance, to give the Senate an oppoi 
ni(y to oliLOOse their standing committees before his arrival, a selec 
)n \y\i iolx if present, it would have been his duty to make himself. 
At (ho jp>x'esent session I was at my post on the first day and strang 
ougli^ fttgL-t very fact was seized upon by my opponents and mad 
(* prinoi/ple pretext for opening with me a correspondence, virtuall 
is(il(» utr its commencement, and designed to become more so as i 
ogressiod. On the oth of January, when the lapse of time and th 
tuirr(‘iic;<3 of circumstances, had rendered the moment for the d( 
lUmneiit of the plot as favourable as they could expect it to beconn 
receix^od f xom Senator Poindexter the following letter: 


Washington city, Janv 5tTi 1835. 


Sni: 

i'h(‘ punctuality, with which you attended, as the Presiding oflSlc( 

(iK^ SoiYrtto at the commencement of the present session of Congress, h£ 
‘H :il {i*i I >11 tod by certain newspapers edited by your friends and supporter 
(*oiisi<loi“ 0 -tions having a direct personal relation to myself, 
riiis iiiiiovo-tion on the uniform practice of your predecessors would Ims 
■<‘ive<l no o-Utention from me, as it was an act resting exclusively on your ow 
ISO of I >i'Oip3:-iety, and therefore wholly unimportant in reference either to m 
■lings oi” w^'ishes, had it not, vauntingly, been put forth by presses under yot 








The 

after receivi 
Forsyth and 
Office * 

Sir, 

Yon are qui 
act to which y 
to myself tlie 
their Fresiden 
or any other ii 
Your very p 
hie for tht‘ coi 
so far lo resir 
refer, as to .ui\ 
I am Si] 


To the non"^'" 

I might, I 
is another in 
as descripti\' 
That iny tid 
movemente, 
anticipated, 
of satisfactic 
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cany Aviihoiil thui^xa* of aiu! waw iluMa in tin 

out. of it, luitil 1 fully satistioii that uiy a»l\t‘r-ar; 

lip his inintl to drop t!u* wludo maftor iii\ aH:.ut*r 

and neither to saVj nor to do, nor to puhlish an\thine’ fi 
the siil)j(H‘t. Those of iny friends, who utn*(‘ etunersanl 
had hiHUi done, and who lotik a .-{MH’ia! iutt‘re.;f in thr tiiii 
aeeouid, looktal to tlu‘ ]>ap(*r-, fronj ila\ to tlay f<u‘ i!h‘ < 
enee, and wen‘ not h‘ss sui’prisi‘d tlian uiwadf iliaf a lom, 
been so eartdhdlr, and I niav add, so eorrni(Utioiis!\ hnn 
lia.ve hecui so soon aiul so (|ui(‘tly spiketl. My o\\n opin 
"ways IxHun that. Mr. ('lay was ron.sidtts! tai the ret-ripl oi 
tliat. lie pronoiinrta! tlu* iuo\c*nienl to ha\i‘ Ihmui, to , a\ i 
itj an unwisi^ oiu‘ from tlu' In^iriinun.ir, prodiotrt! that it \ 
W()rs(n the fnrtluu' it was pusluMl, and advi.eti Mr, 
drop it wluna^ it stood. At al! (Wtnil s, ^ it was, that (hr 
lU'.vi'i' a<i-ain alltiiifil to, in any way (hat has comr (o aiy k 


CHAPTEE XLVIII. 


Tliese two Senators constituted the principal exceptions to the soc 
and seemingly amicable relations which had sprung up between the < 
position Senators and myself, notwithstanding the adverse circr 
stances under which we met. Yet, it is doing no injustice to the pr 
cipal leaders of the opposition in that body, nor to most of the me 
bers of the second class who though not regarded as leaders were 
men of great experience and distinguished ability to say that tl 
were all the while lying in wait, nay pining, for the performance 
my part, of some act by which they might be enabled to qualify, 
they could not reverse, the vantage ground I had acquired through 
action of the people upon the course they had pursued towards ] 
an advantage of which my quiet bearing at the head of the Senj 
presented a daily, and to most of them, a very grating memento, 
had passed through the ordeal of my inaugural address, an aff, 
which under existing circumstances, could hardly have been expec 
to pass off without giving offense in any quarter, to the fifteenth w 
of the session without the happening of any such occurrence. 

Now, however, the hoped for transaction was believed to be on 
point of being perpetrated. The straight forward and sturdy Den: 
racy of old York county Pennsylvania having had their feeli 
greatly excited by the controversy which the bank and its lead 
supporters had waged against President Jackson, in respect to the 
moval of the deposits held their meeting also, and headed by tl 
undaunted former representative, Adam King ° adopted a memori^ 
Congress on that stirring subject. They condemned in no very m( 
ured terms, the conduct of a majority of the Senate, denounced 
motives by which they believed their leaders to be actuated i 
plainly imputed venality to Senator Webster by name. This pa 
they, for reasons of their own, resolved should be sent to me its j 
siding officer for presentation to the Senate. One of their Senal 
Mr. McKean,^ an honest, but exceedingly prejudiced man, had w 
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date of our party for the Vice-Presidency. How far these circum 
stances influenced the course the meeting pursued in regard to tin 
presentation of their memorial, I do not know, but I thought it no 
unlikely that those circumstances, aided probably, by a not unnatural 
but very erroneous supposition that I would be pleased with the un 
usual notoriety thus given to a denunciation of the former proceed 
infics of the Senate against me from a quarter so imposing, as well ii 
the revolutionary as political history of the country as old York, ha< 
exerted some influence on the course that was pursued. Siniila 
views of the matter, I was in the sequel forced to conclude, ha 
led Mr. Webster and his co-adjutors of the Senate to think I wa 
advised of the proceeding, and would take pleasure in presentiiq 
them. So wide a departure from the comity due from me to tlr 
members of a body, the presidency over which had been conferrec 
upon me without their agency, and to which I was not responsibL 
for my conduct, would have presented my enemies, for such the; 
really were, a most desirable opportunity for their first attack. Thei; 
leaders, apprised by letter of what had taken place at York, of whicl 
I was myself wholly uninformed, entertaining the views in regarc 
to my course, which I have attributed to them, determined in ad 
vance, as I had reason to believe, to make the pi'csentation of tha 
memorial, the occasion for their long premeditated assault. Tha 
Mr. Webster should, on the first presentation of the sul)ject, havi 
made himself officious in the movement, was perhaps natural enough 
but that he should have continued to do so after he became ac 
quainted with my feelings upon the subject wull not, it is believed, b 
approved b}^ fair minded men. A full account of what wais done a 
the meeting was sent to him by his friends; but the conimuiiicatioi 
of the cominitee, enclosing the memorial, did not reach me until thre< 
or four days after his letter was received. In the mean time he en 
quired of me whether such memorial had come to my hands, anc 
was infonned that it had not. The next morning Ihe eiufuiry Ava: 
repeated and the same answer returned; and he, at the same time, in 
fonned that my mail was sometimes taken to my house, where tin 
papers and letters were liable to be mislaid, that such might have bee’ 
the case with the communication in question, that I would cause i 
search to be made and inform him of the result in the morning, whicl 
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I decided, at once, tlnit it was a pa])er avIi'k*!! ouoiii not ii 
communicated to the Senate through me; and that. 1 wouhl v 
to that effect, to the Committee, by wliom it ]ia<l been sent. < )n 
way to the Capitol, I fell in with my friend, Senator Wright 
related to him the circumstance. He infornuHl nun as he a I terw 
stated on the floor of the Senate, that a memorial had, sonu^ < 
before, been sent from our State, to an opposition Senator lor 
sentation, reflecting severely upon him (Mr. Wh), that, tin' Sem 
had informed him that ho had on that account i-(‘rused to pia' 
it, unless, one of our representatives, also of the opposition, 
lived in the vicinity of the memorialists, should f(M‘l himsiif at 
erty to strike out the objectionable paj,*agraph, which was done, 
the memorial in that state presented to i]n\ Senate^ and !H‘rei 
This statement, suggested to me the propriety of su))mit(iiig 
York memorial to the Pennsylvania. Senators, with a- simihii- e.\ 
nation, before I returned it to the. commit teen by whom it. had 1 
fonvarded to me. Mr. "Webster a[)proa(iied nan as I (micriM! 
Senate chamber, with an eiujiiiring look, and was infoiamal of 
receipt of the> nicmo!‘iaI,-dhat I ha<l rcaul il and (hnnuia! ii i 
to bo presented to the Senate, on ac(*oun( of a [au’agra[>h it 
tained in relation t o hims(‘i f-^and of my tleit'rminal ion lo ■ iihiu 
to the Pennsylvania Senat.ors with nn ivxplanation of my intimf 
to return it, unless they felt- tlunnsehaN authori uhI to strike <Mii 
objectionable i)a,ragraj)h. To my ama/.cunent, insii‘ad of (*xpr<‘.. 
his satisfaction at the view I ha<l takcai of the niat{(a\ Mr. \\h*l 
appeared disconcerted, seiuniMl perphvxed ami aeied as if what 1 
communicated would intcud’erc* with soni(‘ fa\oi*(M| scheme lienu 
hawed, niuticnvd gutteral inionalions, willaMit (sxpi’c'.-sirig a :i 
intelligible idea a-iid ltd*! me for his s(‘at.. 1 was, for a nunn 
confounded ly a result so un(‘Xp(sd(Ml; hut scjon tin* len whieh he 
his confecterates had iiittnuhal to mak(^ of tlu' Vordv rueiuofdal, 
had presented it., (lasluMl across luy nfnid and 1 h(‘cajnt* rt* eonpu 
I called Senator Wilkins to nuv gav(‘ him th<‘ naaiiorial, p<dnted 
the objectionable paragi‘aph, infornuMi him of the dt‘t(‘rm!nat i< 
had formed, desired him to consult, his eollcagui's as to wliai i 
ought to do, but to understand for himself, and to say tn hi 
leagues particularly, (hat- I expr(‘ssed no opinion in ivgmh to | 
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of the rcnioviil of ihe deposits, \\*o 1 s!>• ; pi 

callcMl forth a eharaetei’istic* spta'eh imMi ih-'r i! >i 
whose, course they (!isap[)!‘oved. 

Whilst this was heiua; made, Mr. W ilk in k -d i iij'* i< 
colleagues, ami dej^osited the meumrial mi n* • \ i 

anything, hut with (he paragraph ii:ipt‘a<*hun‘ t 
ster strickim out. 

"When 1 announced the title (d‘ tlu* ^^u-k iHcni«>M.j . ili, 
members of the Senate pi’icktal up Ihoii'ear m a e 
lied me it was a ilocumimt, of whieh th»‘\ had ht . * 

IVilkins movta! that it he read, printed and h’h tifd !<, i 
tee on Finance. "Wdum it. wa.- rtanh di:-a[»p<inn si . » 
of the attack upon Wi‘l>stm* wa-*, as I tleaiidu, le'.i 
Mr. Mhd)ster imuKaiiatidy took the (lunr, a tiiei'd .i 
spoktM)f tl\e imj)utations cast upon him h\ tie m* , d 
ties wliicli his friends wau'e ih‘slr(m minuld ! « i h .* 


one of the grea(i‘s(. count ies in Penn:-\ 1\ ania a.d.a d .>< 
liim a letter sigmal hy stAaaail piU’^am^-; wleaij he d- •* ? > 
]‘espectahle citi/A'Us, and calk'd on Staiafor M' Ki .ui to 
in saying they were such, whieh he di<! a- tn p. d; 

of them. Mr. Webster di'sirt'd to ha\ t‘ t hi* {eitis* !. a»h as* 


(Jus irits (t sjyviuu. oj fht //n z/o*//. h ' 

in snj)j)ort ol the 'I'reasnry measurm hr ihnirdil i’m \ , 

[lie jxfr!(f-f/of/Joit of (Ju s, )h! « . !‘t.indr\n.|' -jii’ h 

low(al in a lit'rct' attack upon the memin’iah lu ioeatrd 
been gotten up in tlu' pui-liiMis of tie* palaer, ;ind nii a, ^ 
to be stmt back Ikmh' again that for him rUh !i»‘ ..ouf 
])resentet! such a. paper. If it Inni been .ml |m h m, ii ■ . 
sent it back to the, pi'rson fiann wlinm ii Pni h*- 

w'ord about IIk' erasure' that had be«m nnnle un it. Ilr 
too active' in gainiiig information on Mieh oeea i.m , b-fM 
not to know bow ami by whejup that euai .nre* wliieb h-- li i 
(a'itie*nl!y bedore h(' rose, had henm inaeka lie* did nut \i 
in contact witli ilu^ Pe'imsylvania Se'ualors, paiUml.i!! 
Air. McKeaip who lie thought wouhl, at lead, ‘ ^mpmhi/* 
ill thcii attaedv. Scmalor Prt'ston,” on tiie <sihrr leairl 
verbially slow in sucli matters. He ami his e*cdk‘a*fue, M 
then ocemoieel front sc'.ats. wiek^ 1 )\f 'hjiIp •tiiU i. 
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der cover of a letter, in whicli lie was requested to lay the enclos 
before the Senate and directed the letter to be read, which was d' 
accordingly. Mr. Preston who was obviously under the impress 
that the erasure had been made by me, desired to make but a sin 
remark. He was astonished at the presentation of this petition, 
considered the right of petition to be a sacred right, and therefore 
be’ protected against changing or remodelling of any petitions s 
to the Senate for presentation. 'When the fresiding officer^ or c 
oftcer of the Senate was- in possession of doouments to he submit 
to ° the Senate^ he should not he permitted^ %oith his assent^ to cr 
or multilate them. This is all he is reported to have said. In tli 
observations he was, beyond all doubt, under the full belief that 
alteration in the memorial, was my act; and was probably intendec 
serve as a prelude to some such attention on the part of the Sem 
as that which had been forshadowed by Webster in his open 
speech, though that suggestion had doubtless been framed w 
reference to a different state of things. If Mr. Webster had not b 
deprived, by the course I pursued, of his foundation facts, he wo 
have been ready with his resolution of censure. But he was 
cunning to commit himself to such a movement on such shallow ]: 
tenses, as those advanced by the former. Pie stood ready to supp 
him by side wind blows, as he did to the end, and Mr. Clay fo 
while; but both of them kept themselves clear of any such comn 
ments. 

Years had elapsed since Mr. Calhoun’s eyes and mine had 
liberately rested upon each other. Assuming that he thought 
Preston did in regard to the author of the erasure, and we, being o 
a few feet from each other, I eyed him attentively, and he gazed 
me in return, with a smile upon his countenance, which seemed at 
lately demoniac. It was one which conveyed the expression as plai 
as words could have made it, We have you now.” From the bott 
of my heart I pitied him. It was not in my nature to see a cour 
nance, which I had so often looked upon with pleasure, so disfigui 
My regret was perhaps less restrained, from knowing how soon 
sanguine, and obviously malevolent expectations were destined to 
easily disappointed. 

Mr. Wilkins followed Preston. He had struggled for the fl 
before, but I had awarded it to Mr. Preston—a decision to whicl 
was apparent that my friends demurred. Wilkins narrated all 
circumstances correctly, including the communication I had made 
him; and assigned the reason upon which he and his colleagues 1 
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that there was, even then, in the breast of the Speakta* any eoi 
erable share of personal hatred towards the i)rin(‘ipa! suhjet 
his vituperation. The Prestons are a peculiar race. Haviiig 1 
share of the bulldog spirit in their cojnposition, they lun-er fa 
shew it under excitement; but they are at the same tinu* n<>< 
sparingly endowed with the generous impulses of that notik^ mi 
which seldom fail to show themselves when their i)assions ai 
rest. 1 have witnessed the action of these varying dispositioi 
the subject of my remark on more than one occasion. In this 
matter, when the subject" came again before tlu' S(mat(‘, in <*< 
quence of the return of the memorial by the honest anti stnh 
Germans of old York; and when time and reflet*!ion luul math* 
sensible of the preposterous grovmds, he had, under flu* t*x<*ittn 
of the moment, been led to assume. In* made a reasonable* atonei 
for his former excesses. But a still stronger illiistrat ion tjf 
feeling occurred in the progress of onr personal inttu’courstx w 
though it happened long afterwards, may as well ht* numti 
here. Few will have forgotten the gold spoon story, which «*i 
conspicuous a figmu and is su[>pos(Hl to Inna* <‘\(*r<t*d <»“larir 
influence upon the Presidential (*anvass of IS jO, 

As far back as the connnen(‘ement of Mr. Monro(*V. atlmiiii-f ru 


a quantity of very exti'avagant Fr(*nch fui'nitun* wm-. pma^hust't 
the Presidential mansioii, through the agency of Consul Lt*(*,* hii 
an ostentatious man; and among the rest, a ])ari‘el of sp<H>n<, u 
were alleged to be of pma* gold. Tbest*, with othm* porti<ms of 
•furniture, wei*c still at the White House in mv tiim*. I wa ^ (*ha 


with having purchased them, and the. all(‘g(‘d cxtnnagum'c i 
iiiatter of accusation against me in (h<* (‘unvass. S 4 *vcrul f>romi 
Whig politicians who were perfectly cf>nversunt witli the (nci 
far forgot themselves as to introduce the snbjet*! in 
eering speeches, with the exaggerations and falsilicuf ions that 
been attached to the subject by tlieir tools, and Mr. Pn*ston wa< 
happily, one of that number, (ircnmstniices Imd oi*(*ur!-(*d in 


social relations, which in addition to tlie favorable <qhmiou I 
formed of his character, more particularly in all that relat(*d t< 


courtesies of life, made this course, on his part, parti(*ularly an 
ing. I therefore determined to make him an ex(‘t‘p(i(m to my 



as was his invariable habit, he found me in the office, sui 
some dozen friends engaged in a lively conversation, and 
doing business with me. I received him with unaffected 
sufficiently deficient in that cheerful cordiality, which ha 
marked our intercourse, to show him that I felt the i 
treatment I had received at his hands, but might not ha' 
make our interview quite as abrupt, as he saw fit to reir 
had not approached me with a deep consciousness of 
priety of the course he had pursued towards me, upper 
mind. He took the chair, to which I invited him, but occt 
long enough to allow me to remark upon the unusual sev 
weather, then arose, made me a formal bow, and retired, 
exit attracted the attention of the company. Senatoi 
Virginia, in particular, exclaimed, Wliat has become o 
what made him leave so soon? ” One or two others adv 
matter, but no one even suspected that anything of an 
nature had occiu'red. Nothing was therefore said which i 
essary for me to explain and I resumed the business froi 
visit had.diverted me, and my friends their chat. If the 
been left to me, the extraordinary circumstance would noi 
been referred to, except perhaps, with the members of 
but Col. Preston thought and acted differently. To the 
he met, on the Avenue, he said, as I was thereafter inforn 

“ Well, I have been to pay my respects to the I'resident, He roe 
all the respect that was due to a Senator of the United States, 
coldness of the weather, and treated and received nui in a wa 

(]-tieal colder than the weather,” and added, “ But that is noi 

it; he was perfectly right, and treated me no worse than I ha 
“How so?” “Why, I was goose enough, during the recent can 
myself a party in one of my Virginia speeches to the absurd gold s 
step, of which I was heartily ashamed, the moment I had done it, j 
so ever since.” 

And ever afterwards, he spoke of our interview to Ins 
others, in the same unreserved way. It so happened th 
met again; but my eldest son who married an intimate f 
family, visited him frequently in South Carolina, and t 
we often talked at each other in a way altogetlier res 
® kindly. Such was the real character of my feelings to 
and I have never doubted that they were, in the main, 
ciprocated by him to the day of his death. 

But, in respect to the erasure impeachment, there v 
moment, no let up on his part; he, on the contrary, ins 
aided in keeping on foot a debate on the untenahle pre 
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which having commenced early in the day lasted until an advance 
hour in the evening, and was, as Niles said in his Weekly Registe 
listened to, by one of the most closely packed auditories that ev( 
filled the galleries (and he might have added the floor too) of tl 
Senate.” 


During all this time I was literally on trial. The reader In 
seen for what—not certainly for the offence upon which it Wi 
intended that I should be arraigned; as I had shewn too just a sens 
of what was becoming in me to do, to take the step for which tin 
arraignment was hoped to be set up as a justification. But, upon 
charge trumped up on the spur of the occasion, because the Icadci 
of the opposition, had promised their friends a sort of mito da ] 
and were determined neither to disappoint them, nor to be disa] 
pointed themselves, in any attempt, at least, to disparage me f( 
which there was supposed to exist the slightest pretence. Occu 
rences not destitute of interest presented themselves In the course < 
the day the most of which must pass unnoticed. The Congrei 
going ladies whose name was legion apprised that a scene was c: 
pected to come off, a species of information, ^vhich was .never h 
yond their reach, were early in the seats allotted to them, and i 
many that were not. The Senate galleries were also early filled i 
the exclusion, in a great measure, of sober minded spectators, 1 


the outside representatives of the bank, distinguished in the stree 


by the appellation of ^‘bank bullies.” The opposition members ( 


the House, apprised of wdiat was to be done, dropped off, one afti 


another, and repaired to the Senate chamber. Friends of the admii 


istration, even, impelled by an uncontrollable cui-iosity, foliow( 
suit, in considerable numbers, until it was found difficult to pr 
serve a quorum and an early adjournment consequently effected. 

The Senate chamber was literally swamped by the currents th: 
were turned upon it from these sources and willing that my opp* 
nents should have a full swing, I directed our worthy doorkeeper, tl 
wtII known and long remembered Judge Haight^ to light the lam] 
the moment there was a necessity for it, which he did not fail to do. 

Every thing being thus gorgeously arranged, grave Senators mnl 
ing vehement speeches about nothing; but not the less successful , 
drawing forth testimonials of admiration and subdued applause fro 







subject, as it stood. That I was therefore opposed to delay ot 
kind, would wait patientty the action of the body, and after o'" 
Senator had been allowed an opportunity to say all that he des 
upon the subject, the Chair would submit its own vl(nvs upon so ir 
of it, as he should deem necessaiy to noti(*e. Satislied by these 
marks that I understood the o;ame of our opponents, in all rc^spi 
and was in no dan^'er of bein<^ taken in by their (*ivilit ies, my fri( 
obviously dismissed from their minds all coneeru in rep;ard to 
result. The venerable Ex-President Adams stood below the. e 
from nearly the beginning to the close of the proeeiHlings, a pi^rioi 
several hours, a watchful and seemingly interested sp(H‘tator of 
scene. I invited him to take a seat with, me on the platform, wl 
he respectfully and kindly declined, then eansed a chair to be pi; 
near him which he did not occupy, because he could, as lu^ told 
messenger, sec better as he stood. lu that position 1 h^ retuaiiUHl 
the adjournment, certainly the most ini])erturbable and appuin*’ 
the least exhausted person of the entire asstaublage. 

Mr. Webster, at a late period in the discussion, nuunvcal Mr. Cl 
;dtempt to get rid of the subject in a side w;iy. His suggestion; 
might be expected, were of a (‘lia!*ac(er tar less cmtitlial to ih\s 


than those of the former geutUnnan, and tlnn-cdbi’c* h's> 


teously received. Entirely cons(‘ious of tlH‘ entin* siamrity of 
position, I had but little to think about and occupie<l som(‘ of 
unemi)loy(Hl time in specmlat ions upon the a])pearnnce us wcdl of 
Senatorial avtors in the scene, as of the various c1uhs(\s of special 
with, which every nook am! corner of the (‘hamben* was filhab 
seats of my friend, Thoums W. Ludlow Ks((. of New "k’ork, ] 
familiarly known ami <ssteeme<! by all who wcut thus fa\<n-(Ml, by 
name of Tom Ludlow; and his very inlelligcut. and sensibh^ \: 
were so open to my obstuwation, and my na^ollectiim of tlu^ inle 
they took in tlie scene, is even at this la(<^. d;iy, so vivid, that I cai 
wiildiold a brief ^oti(a^ of th^^ cvxcit.eimmt (hey eviuccil. Idtcy u 
a(*cident;dly, eai’ly in tlu‘ir phna^s ami <a)ntinued in them to the ' 
obviously witliout thinking of th(*ir diiUHu-s: not a slight-rnatli^ 
persons who were so favot*ably known as th(‘ patrons of g{HHl liv 
and would, to all a])pearan<a\ h;iv(‘ nmiaincal 'till morning, if 
IkuI been necessary to enable them to s<‘e th(‘ mattt^r out. Om^ or 
otlier was constantly standing to make sun^ that nothing sin 
escape them. Their oft rep(‘at(al glances ;it. me, us if to sc(‘ ho 
stood it. Would, of its(dl, luna^ beam suHu-iiHut, or if I had beam igi 
ant of the depth ami disinterestedness of their friemlship, to sat 
me of the deep interest they took in the piaKaaaVmgs and of t 
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moment of its reception by the Chair, become, ipso facto, as is contained, the 
property and part of the archives of the Senate, so as to deprive the Chair of 
all discretion, as to the disposition to be made of it, without the approbation 
of the body? And if that be not the case, then, secondly. Under what responsi¬ 
bility does the Chair rest to the Senate, in regard to the character of the com¬ 
munications which it suffers to reach the body through its agency? These are 
certainly questions of a very grave character, well deserving the deliberate con¬ 
sideration of the Senate. They are questions in respect to which there would 
seem to be a diversity of opinion among the members; and it is certainly far 
from being the intention of the Chair to pass, in this form, upon the correctness 
of the conflicting deductions which have, in this respect, been drawn from the 
premises before us, by honorable Senators. Its only purpose is to state its 
own views, and, in doing so, it feels that it may safely assume, that if it be 
correct to say that the Chair has no rightful authority over communications 
addressed to it for the use of the Senate; no right to return them to those from 
whom they came; to deliver them over to their representatives on this floor, 
and withhold them from the Senate, then most clearly the Chair cannot be 
held responsible for the contents of any paper thus presented. It can only be 
necessary to state this proposition, to render the incongruity and injustice of the 
opposing pretension obvious to the meanest capacity, and to secure its rejection 
by every unprejudiced mind. What then is the true rule as to the power and 
duties of the Chair, in regard to the disposition of papers addressed to it with 
a view to their submission to the Senate? Could the Chair allow itself to con¬ 
sult its convenience only, and to relieve itself from responsibility, there is no 
rule that could be suggested, by which those objects could be more effectually 
accomplished, than that which has been contended for—^by which its offlce, in 
this respect, is converted into one of a purely ministerial character, and by 
which every paper received by it for the use of the Senate, is at once converted 
into a portion of the Senatorial archives. But the Chair has not been able to 
satisfy itself, that it could thus be relieved from a duty which it owed to the 
Senate. It has, on the contrary, considered it to be a portion of that duty to 
withhold such communications as, in the exercise of its best discretion, it con¬ 
sidered to be so framed, as to render their presentation inconsistent with the 
respect due to the Senate, as well as such as were, from other considerations, 
justly subject to the operation of the same rule. Scarcely a week passes, in 
which communications are not received by the Chair, with a request to have them 
laid before the Senate, in respect to which it is apparent that their authors are 
.suffering under mental aberrations. 

Communications of this sort, of which many are constantly in the possession 
of the Chair, would, on the supposition referred to, be entitled to the disposi¬ 
tion which is claimed for the paper under consideration. But the exercise ot 
the discretion referred to has not been confined by the Chair to papers ot 
this description, which might justly be regarded as extreme cases. It has, 
on the contrary, felt it to be within the line of its duty, to wdthhold from the 



expressed, the Chair did not hesitate to deliver the paper to < 
Senators from that State, with a request that it should be i 
returned to the source from which it had come, with the informati< 
Chair felt it to be inconsistent with its duty to lay a paper conti 
matter before the Senate. The Chair would have preferred in 
would in every similar case, to have pursued the course author! 
rules of the Senate, and which has heretofore, in other respecl 
extensively adopted, of taking the sense of the Senate, in the firt 
upon the propriety of receiving the paper in question. But it h 
appeared to the Chair, that that could not well be done wither 
tlie Senate to the indignity against which the discretion exerci! 
Chair was calculated to protect it, viz. the indignity of having a 
to it which reflected upon its character and motives.^ 

That the talented men who lent themselves to this se 
equally unfounded assault upon a political opponent, agai: 
they had no ground for hostility other than political rival 
dition to its injustice, committed a grievous error as it 
themselves, soon became obvious to all. 

The course which might, on the part of his co-adjuto 
garcled by their friends in the subdued light of an error ir 
wai'fare, in regard to Mr. Webster, bore a far worse aspect,: 
that gentleman suspected me of being willing to presei 
Senate, in the character of its presiding officer, a memoria 
ing an impeachment of his conduct, for the avowal of avI 
Senator in his place, it would have been my duty to have c 
Senator to order—and still more so, if he credited the s 
suspicions, promulgated by Senator Poindexter, no one 
would have blamed him for meditating, and if it had i 
out, for prosecuting with all his power the severest measu 
taliation. But in proportion to the vigor of his assai 
such circumstances should have been the measure of his foi 
when he found that such suspicions were not only wii 
shadoAv of foundation but that I had, without consultino^ 
tereci upon active measures to prevent its presentation, £ 
tied, as he doubtless was of my sincerity in that movement 
it to me, to himself and to his position to have abandon 
instant, cordially and cheerfully the hostile proceedings up 
he was bent. What further effect the consciousness of i 
tice he had done me, was calculated to produce in ingeniK 
and what more he might have said or done in the pren 
of course left to his own sense of propriety. But to hav( 
my friendly communication in the way I have described 
abhorrent to my feelings at the moment, and still too fre 
recollection to admit of mistake in the account I have ri' 

to 
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to have separated from me with the full knowhalg*' of my dispo¬ 
sitions not only libci’al but friendly, vet determiiusl to deal with 
me in a spirit of nmibatcd hostility and a (h^lerminat.ion to (‘any 
out his first views, cmbarrassc^d onl,y by the ol)stael(\s \vhi(‘h the 
liberalit}^ of my course had interposed to llie full ^ratitication of 
his vindictive designs, crowned tlie unworthinoss of \v’hi(*h no (‘pithcts 
could aggravate. 

But this was not the most delicate of the various relations in 
which Mr. Webster stood towards these proceedings. 'There was, 
unhappily another, the true character and beai-ings of \vhic‘h are 
indispensable to a fair ctonsiderution of the merits or demerits of 
all wdio participated in them. They occurred at the most ex(‘ited 
period of the memorable struggle of tlu^ bank of the UnitiMl States 
for an extension of its charter whilst the ('‘ountrv in genertd and 
York county in particular w'cre literally ringing with ataaisatious 
and denunciation of the corrupt uses of its funds by ihat institution 
to the furtherance of that o1)ject. 

President Jackson, who stood at tlu‘ luaid of tlu‘ opposition to a 
(‘ompliance w^ith its wdshes was Ions depemUmt than otliors for (‘or~ 
rect information in respect to its [)ro(‘e(Hlings oit a<‘(‘ount of access 
to that portion of the boai'd of diivctors \vhi(‘h reprc-duitial tlu* tJov- 
ernment, the selection ol: which was made by himsi'lf. In tlu^ Vigi¬ 
lant W’atch which he kept upon all its movemumts, its diudiiigs 
witli membexs of Congress occaipicnl ^h(^ front ground, and tlu‘ fear¬ 
less and independent Editor of the (ilobe, Mr. Blair, was not slow 
or backward in arraigning at- the liar of tlie pcsiplt^, tlio-st' whom 
eitfuM* the Executive or himself had, as lluy thought, goo<l reason 
to suspect of participating in the wagt\s of (‘orruptiou. dhe most, 
prominent among thosci wlio were thus phu*(‘d Indon^ th(‘ country 
and against whom the charges of the (iIoIh^ werc^ sp(M'ifii\ were 
(xcorge Poindext(M‘and Daniel Webster. Both, defended thems(dves 
against these eliargc^s, Boind(‘Xtm‘ und(‘r his own muiit*, Whdist.ej- 
through the instnmu’iitality of a. liostoii islitor, and it so happcuuMl 
that the defences in both ca>(‘s werc^. <d’ tlu‘ same* gtmeral (‘har:u*t<M\ 
viz: that the monies thc‘v had rec'tdviHl from tin* bank weri‘ tiu*- 
avails of regular di.s(‘oimts of notes and drafts drawn in t!u‘ course, 
of business and in no way connected witli any matter or iudiaamumt 
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Had not President Biddle left Philadelphia foi* his country seat before i 
Webster’s arrival; and did not Mr, Webster visit him there on Sunday? 

Did he not on Monday procure from the Bank ten to fifteen thousand dolia 

Did he not get it early enough to leave Philadelphia for New York in 
steamboat, at 12 o’Clock, M.? 

We put to Mr. Webster’s “ by authority ” press in Boston, the following qu 
tions: 

“ there any Board of Directors, or any Committee, authorised to h 
money, in session that morning; or was this money furnished by any otl 
authority than that of Nicholas Biddle, President of the Bank; and if yea, 
what authority? 

We should not put these questions, did we not firmly believe that every < 
cumstance is true. The organ of Mr. Webster is called on to respond, wh 
can be done by the same authority to which he has already had access. Let 
have no special pleading about special loans &c. Has Mr. Webster this loan, 
sides the .^32,000 for which he was before responsible? ” 

To these interrogatories, growing as they did out of a discussi 
commenced in Mr. Websterdefence by one of his friends—interro^ 
tories which had been put in a form that admitted of their being ^ 
swered, if founded in error, without the least sacrifice of self resp< 
on his part, no response of any kind was made, either by Mr. Websl 
or his friend. My own impression upon the subject would ha 
justified me in afiirming that such was the case; but as both the edii 
and proprietor of that paper are still alive, I have applied to tin 
and they confirm my statement. 

Where is the man, properl}^ jealous of his reputation, who woi 
not, if the facts here so circumstantially detailed had ever occurs 
have hastened to give the lie to the whole story; or who would not, 
the affair had been part of a hma ftd'e business transaction have foii 
with given to the public the explanations of a course, even on tl: 
supposition, most extraordinary and humiliating. For even imc 
such a view of the case, how revoltingly indelicate wmuld it have be 
to see any Senator, much more one occupying Mr. Webster’s positi 
before the Country, as the leading supporter of the bank, follow! 
up the close of one of the ablest speeches of his life and the renditi 
of his vote in its favour, by starting off within the next two hours 
Philadelphia the seat of that institution, following its President to 1 
country seat on the Sabbath, and there, away from the bank, wuthc 
the intervention of a board of directors, or exchange committee, 
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among sensible men. If they were led to regard him as a wise, dis¬ 
interested and upright statesman whose only object was to assist them 
in arriving at a correct conclusion in respect to a great public ques¬ 
tion, by which the country had long been comoilsed and which was 
now to be brought to an end, that result could not fail to be in the 
highest degree favorable to the bank. If, on the contrary, they 
should have reason to suspect that he was a necessitous and un¬ 
scrupulous politician, one, who under specious disguises, brought 
his great mental power into market, and used the political power 
which had been placed in his hands by his confiding constituents 
for wise and beneficient public purposes, to the advancement of his 
individual interests—to believe that he had been so lost to decency, 
so indifferent to the respect of his countrymen, as to have acted, 
after the speech which was submitted to them had been delivered 
as he was, in those interrogatories, supposed to have acted, that great 
effort would not exert more influence upon their decision than so 
much waste paper, A man of Mr. Biddle’s sagacity could not have 
failed to see the matter in that light, and would have hastened to Mr. 
¥7ebster’s exculpation, if there had not been a feature in the transac¬ 
tion, by which silence was rendered the only safe course to be taken. 

The circumstances alluded to, in the interrogatories, were nearly 
all supposed to have occurred at, and in the neighborhood of Phila¬ 
delphia, and whether they w^ere truly or falsely set forth was pe- 
culiarlv within the cognisance of the President and officers of the 
bank. Nothing therefore, could have been easier than to give them 
the lie in detail, and thus overwhelm Mr. Webster’s detractors, 
among whom they could on that account with no small degree of 
plausibility, have placed the Pi'esident himself. Ho^v important 
would such a triumph have been to the bank, and how embarrassing 
to its opponents at that critical moment. Wliatever may have 
caused the omission, it is well known that no attempt to cause their 
opponents® so great a discomfiture, was made by the bank or its po¬ 
litical allies. The President and his Cabinet, the State paper and 
the great party whose cause it sustained were left free to press upon 
the people the infei'ences that naturally arose from Webster’s silence 
and the silence of the bank also upon the subject of these revelations, 
through which if neither refuted nor explained, the character of its 
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After the close of the panic session, and whilst the two gre 
parties of the country were preparing their issues for the succee 
ing election then at hand, at which the Country was to pronour 
upon the acts and doings of that session and the conduct of t 
bank, the subject of Mr. Webster’s dealings with it was aga 
brought into view in the Extra Globe, edited and owned by the sai 
fearless partisans. Speaking at a time when the public mind w 
yet alive to the whole subject as well of the $22,000 reported by t 
Clavton Committee,’- as of the $10,000 to which the interrogator: 
related, the Editor of that paper expressing himself in a way whi 
justified the assumption that his information was derived fi’om t 
government directors said: 

For a portion of those loans to ]Mi\ Webster, a man was taken as securi 
who was notoriously insolvent, a defaulter to the bank at the time, w^ho aft 
wards compromised his debts in that institution, by securing or paying fifte 
or twenty cents on the dollar. 

Tliis charge which was also submitted to in silence, Tvas not sj 
cifically applied to the $10,000 debt at the mother bank; but the c 
treme probability that such an occurrence could have happened 
the Boston branch; and its being so much in harmony with the oth 
transactions by which the advance of the ten or fifteen thousand d< 
lars, obtained from Mr. Biddle at his country seat was characteriz 
leaves scarcely a doubt that such was their meaning—and if so, a 
if the statements were well founded, we have here the explanati 
of Mr. Biddle'S persistent silence upon the subject. But be that 
it may, one tiling is, I fear, morally certain, if the notes and pi 
fessed securities of the bank were reserved from the sale to the mar 
facturers of its archives by the ton, as waste paper, before referr 
to, have been preserved, and but a tithe of the reports of the hea 
losses which that institution sustained from its loans to Mr. Webst' 
on straw securities, so prevalent at the time of its total failure, a: 
then generally credited, be true, the note that was given for the 
ten or fifteen thousand dollars, or its representative, equally wort 
less, will be found amongst them. If so, and without the slighb 
personal knowledge upon the point, I feel as confident of the fact ai 
do of my existence, farther explorations of the dusty labyrinth of a c 
fimct bank parlor, to trace the real character of the principal transt 
tion, would seem to be superfluous, and the reader will decide wheth 
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sion to England, 257; relations with Van 
Buren, 216. 

Bertrand, Marshal, 459. 

Bibb, George M., 374, 454, 454'a, 676, 751, 
756 ; absent from Senate on vote on Van 
Buren’s nomination, 533. 

Biddle, Charles John, 634. 

Biddle, Nicholas, 617, 633, 634, 636, 638. 
644, 646, 647, 647?i, 648, 657, 660, 661, 
663, 683, 694, 704, 722, 736, 774, 781. 
782 ; actions, 634, 648, 649; Clay’s visit 
to, 660, 664; engineers campaign by mail 
against removal of deposits, 607: in¬ 
fluence and power, 633, 634; interview 
with Jackson, 619, 619a ; misuiuhu-sland- 
ing of Jackson, 647a; personal honesty, 
650; Webster’s visit to, 779. 

Birdseye,-, 106a. 

Bishops, in House of Lords, and the Re¬ 
form bill, 460, 461. 

Black Sea, negotiation for open navigation 
for American vessels, 257, 270. 

Blair, Prank Preston, 321, .323, 358, 359, | 
377, 382, 532, 534, 635, 568, 571, 592, 
601n, 606, 607, 614, 667, 608, 751, 752, 
777; feud with Clay, 667 ; informs Van 
Buren of McLane’s hostility, 569, 570; ' 
Jackson’s papers bequeathed to, 667; ' 
letters, 607, 614, 669; letter to, 669; | 
regrets praise of McLane, 614; regrets 
preventing resignations of Cass and Mc¬ 
Lane, 608. 

Blair, Mrs. Frank P., 667. 

Bleeker, Harmanus, 429, 


Boston, citizens meeting on nullification 
proclamation, 547; mechanics’ procee< 
ings prior to adoption of Constitution, 
693, 694. 

Boston Gazette (The), 680. 

Bouligny, Dominique, 201a. 

Bourbons, restoration of, 585. 

Bowne, Walter, 76 h, 103, 103^2, 547, 579. 

Braintree, Honse of, 190. ^ 

Branch, John, 211, 21122 , 212, 215, BoO. 
35022, 351, 352, 356, 358, 360, 361, 3 GL. 

Brent, Daniel, 421, 42122. ^ 

Bright, John, opinion of United States, 479. 

Brockenborough, William, 250, 25922 . 

Broome county, N. Y., 80. 

Brougham, Lord, Van Buren’s opinion oU 
472, 473, 474, 475. 

Brown, Bedford, 676; support of Ja<dvS<>n, 
723. 

Brown, James, 128; speech, 129. 

Brown, Mrs. James, 128. 

Bruyn, Johannes, 3922. 

Bryan, Mrs., 436. 

Buchanan, James, 289, 495, 556, 55622 , 597 ; 
capitalizes prejudice against England io 
gain Presideney, 496; conduct at lilng; 
lish court, 497; envoy to England, 406. 
497; on Webster and Cla.v, 662, 

06322. 

Bucktail Bard, 9421. 

Bucktail Bard. 9421. 

Biiel. .Tesse, 10(92. 

Buel, -, 61. 

lUiffalo and New Orlean.s road, 311, 

Buren, town of, 10, IO 2 ?. 

Burr, Aaron, 13, 21, 28, 32, 55, 109, 120 ; 
charges against, 10922 ; conversation with 
Van Buren, 400; duel with TTninilton, 
16, 29; Van Bunm’s relations with, 15. 

“ Bnrrites,” 109. 

Butler, Benjamin Franklin (of N. Y.), 

065, 597, 598, 605; approved for At¬ 
torney Generalship by Van Bnron, 593. 

C. 

Cabinet, Jackson’s, 231, 244, 246, 249, 269, 
610, 614; appointments, 593, 594, 595: 
changes, 596, 604, 606, 608 ; dinner, .348. 
349, 350; disruption, 356, 520; Federal 
tendencies in, 545, 546; meeling.s, 250. 
251, 320; offer of place to Webster, 701, 

I 706; paper on removal of deposits i'ea<l 
to, 601, 6 OI 22 , 608, 737; reception, 3.51 ; 
resignation, 356. 

Cadwallader, Thomas, 04722. 
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sh'r’s action, t)S8, 080, (>0-t ; appoinled St'c * 
rotary ol‘S tale, OiO : appm'eiates Henlon’;: j 
aecouiit of Un* Adams (’lay chargt's, d<’»H; ; 
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Jackson, (520; dcfc.atcd for Pre.sidomw, 
()S2, OSO ; duel with K'lmlolpb, 2t)l, 207. 
524 ; efl’orts to indviec' him to run as 
Vie<'-l'resid(*nt with Crav, foril, 0.05; 
fame, 712,; fjivor;: !’,)rcc liill, (tOS ; feud 
with libiir, 00,7; feud with Callioun. 
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158, 159; elected, 164, 165; Eric Canal 
policy, 84, 157; Fedt'raliHt connections, 
45, 46, 48, 40, 40n, 158, 150; inan^^ura- 
tion, 88; messaA'c to Van Biin'n, 80 ; op¬ 
posed by Van Biircn, 105, 168, 161; popu¬ 
larity, 158; Prcsi(l(Mitial candidacy, 87, 
88 , 30, 40, 41, 157, 158; r(‘(‘h‘cttMl jj;ov" 
ernor, 99, 144, 147, 164, 165; reelect ion 
<‘lianccs, 160, 161; nniuna'd from ('anal 
Board, 143, 147, .150; retirement, 103, 
112 ; return to politieal power, 71, 75, 76. 
76«, 77, 78, 70, 80, 81, S2, 83; support^'d 
by Van Buren, 37, 38, 10, 41, 42, 75, 15S ; 
supports administnition, 86 ; Van Buren’s 
address on death of, .106, 166«, 167; Van 
Buren’s br(‘ak with, -15, 46, 17, 48, 101 ; 
Van TUiren’s l’eelin^J; toward, 06; Van 
Bulam’s relations witii, 140. 

Clinton, Mrs. DeWitt, 14t). 

('liiiton, (;<>ora:(‘, 227, 411, 631. 

(’lintoniaiis. spH( with R(‘jmhlic:ms. SO ; 

union with Federalists, 00. 

“ CIov(T bottom rue(‘ eoi]rs(‘,” 755, 

Cobden, Riehard, 412; opinion of llnit<'<l 
States, 470. 

(’ochrane, Sir Al('xan<i<‘r iA>restor Injjjlis, 
letter, 58//. 

Cocke, Plillip St. (h'or.av. r>7<;//. 

(’olden, IVniiam, 401. 

(’ollins, “ — 166//. 

Colton, Olivia, Ib'ivaO* ('or!'esp<»n<lcn<*e of 
Il/'iiry (’lay, 5;iT//, 

(’olumbian S(Milin<4 Cl’lno. :!6*». 

Commerce, with IBiiish We.si Indies and 
North Ano'rir.-i. 27'1. j 

Congrc'HS, attitude tKAcard .appropriations, I 
310; jintieijKa I io/i of recilp/s from sjtle | 
of i>nhli<' lands, 117; P»jnik a<lh<‘re^t^^ in, ! 
658, 650; Bank del)at(‘ in, 710, 726. 726, I 
727 ; Bank’s (‘H’orls to inlluema*. (J.ll, 656; | 
Bank’s i>Ians frnstral<*d in, 75s; B.ank ! 
pr(‘ssure on, 650; liank strength in. 11 ! ; | 
Bank t/ictii's in, 712, 713, 711. 715. TPl, ! 
771 ; calls for In.strm-tion.s (<> troops simt ! 
to South (’arollna, 54.3; distr(*ss nicmio 1 
ri.als In, 721, 722, 723. 724. 725. 727, ' 

73(k 73t), 740, 748; (‘\lravamince, .*‘,21; ' 

plan to fonimit panic, 712, Tt.'l, Tir,; jh,v. ] 
(‘I'H, 302, 316, 317; prossurt' on in helnilf 
of Bank, 637, <530, 616, 6, [1, <; n*. f ' 

also llons(‘ of Korn-e.scntafive ■ ulmt 
Senat(‘. 

’onj^ressional Clobc (The), ,357, 358, 3(56, 
377, 384, 38(5, 308. 532. 568, 587, 61 I’ ■ 

730, 751, 774, 776//. 777; artiele. .378; I 
char.! 4 (‘H bril/erv bv the Ihn k 777 778 


Convention, jit Baltimon' (1832), 585. 
588, 591; (of 1816), 227; lirst o 
kind, 581. 

Coinvay Cahal, 444. 

Cook, Daniel P., 182. 

(’ooli(l| 4 (‘, Mrs. .loseph, 18;>. 

(’ooper, Thonnis, 150, 15!)//, 166; cniiv 
under th<‘ .Vlitm jiinl Sedition l.aw, 
160, 183; .letlVrson’s opinion of. 
opinion of Jaek.son, 160; oppos/at to 
ton, 1(50; ndations with Van Bi 
1(50. 

Cooper, Mrs. 228. 

Corjmrafions, .laekson’.s oppoNlti<in to 
(‘rmneii! Ixnnjj; a shareholder in, o'.).'! 
“(^)rreelor” (TIn‘). 100. 

('otlon. t/irilT on. 210. 

Courts, /luxUlariias o.r political, partisjui 

vanl5im'» 200. 
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of, 131; letters, 367 , 3(58; pr<'sid<n 
candldji<*y, 116, 131. 1 !2, 115; <jua 
with Calhoun, .'56«;, 367, 36S, 36!), ; 
snjjported by Van liiiren, M6 ; Mijip<irf 
235, 216; \’an Biireu’s visit to. v36'r, ; 
(’r<‘ek Indl.’ins. a mast surveyor;/ and up] 
to th(‘ Presuh'ut, 286; Ja<'kson’s /id 
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('reek Ch(>r<»kee (’onfeder/iey. 270. 
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('rosby, Ikirius, 145, 145//. 

(’ro.sby, , si. S2. 

('roswell, Edwin, letter. 107. liis/j. 

Crosw<Jl, n.-irry, ■161. 

Croswell, • , 5!)S. 

('’UJUberl/ind Road. Idli, 117: e\|n‘n .e. .3 

toll-yjtl(*s, 362. 367. 315. 

( unni/i/^h/tm, lV!lIi;ini, eo/'respondenee w 
Adjiins, 188//. 

('urreney, F. S. Bank elaimH enaiit for 7 
722. 

Curtis. Edwaiat, 5;i6, 53.8; eondiM 

Canlncr fr.'ind <;e,e. 537; iniltiepee /, 
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)cbt, imprisonment for, 212. 

)el)t, Public, payment of, (145, (>4T ; V. s. 
Bank’s obstructs paying oft' of, ($45, iMC, 
($47, ($40. 

)ecatur, Mrs. Stephen, 152. 

>(‘moci’ats, N. Y,, alliance of “ Highmimiod 
Fctha-alists ■’ with, 105, lOS; support 
Cftinton, 150, 150. 

)emocracy, p<‘rpotual stniuglr with inoti- 
archy, 485. 

)enH)cratic Convention. 8cc Conventb^u. 

)(*mocratic l*arty, opponents, 4S0 ; elistriint 
of England, 405. 

Jeniaon, John Evelyn, 470;/. 

>enmark, siucessful negotiation of elaiins 
against, 275. 

)enliiston,--. S'rr Denison, John 

Evedyn. 

)e‘poKils, Keme)vai of the, ($00, ($01, ($05, 
($05//, ($07, ($08, ($00, ($45, ($5($, ($57, ($50, 
($0($, 705. 714, 717, 718, 722. 72($, 7:$!, 
720, 74($, 747, 7($(>; an aid to Bank’.s 
campaign, <158; analysis of, 725; eiedunte^ 
in Honse* e/t' Ke^presentative^.s on, 717, 71.S ; 
eleaddeal npen, ($57, ($58 ; (‘ft’(‘rt e)n ce)unti\v, 
($02, ($07 ; .lae'ksoei’s i>ape'r read te) (’ahiiuj 
on, ($01, ($01;;, ($08. 727; inele^peuideni of 
Frank’s leain eairtailmeuils, (>5($, ($57 ; le‘gal 
proceeiure for, 714, 715; public sentlnu^iit 
in favor of, (iu i, <$0(;; rcH(oraUe)n of, 7.17, 
717;j, 721, 722, 724, 725, 72($, 7ii8 ; 
strengthens Bank, ($28; Tammy’s i*e‘port, 
on, ($52 ; Van Bnren’s de*ftnse' of, ($(>Bh ; 
Wedmten em. 702. 

I)<‘rby, Lord, 4($4, 4i)l, lift); Van Bnreoi’s 
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100 . 
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I)ickerse>n, Philennen, 118. 
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e'orpH’ apprednaJHlons redlevcd, 202. 
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Drayton, -, 1($0. 

Duanes William, 000. 
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.280, 

eSe, 

580, 

5JH), 

701 , 

721 ; 

(«e»V( 

'nun* 

e)f 

Floriela, 

.2(;4 ; 


:i4s, :$io, ;i50. 

228, 241, 242, 242;;, 
252, 254, 
201 , 202 , 
40($, 5(»S, 
appe)ln(<‘el 
ai>pointe'<l 

Minister' le» Spain, :>($4 ; .laedvsoifs wish 
fen* Ills red urn te> iilae-e* of S(H*r(dai:y of 
War, 705; ledicr, 500; oppeise's Jacksen. 
:;o:$, 205 ; re'callevl frenu Spain, 204; 
roslgnntlen as Secredary of War, $150, 
25($, 40($, 407. 

Eaten, Mrs. ,le)hn Henry (lN‘ggy O’Nemle*), 


242, 242, 241, .251, .252, 254, 2.58, 250, 
:;01, 205 , 407 ; .fae'kson’s and Van 

Bnren's last call on. 407, 408. 

Eelwards, Nlniim, 181, 570?;; appolnteal 
Minister to IVI<‘xlce>, 181 ; charge's against 
Crawfeird, 181, 182. 

Eelwards, Ogele'U, 102;;, 100, 100;;. 

Eld real, , 104 ;;. 

ICle'idors, Id'csidential, New York mode' of 
edioosiug. 142, 145, 140, 14($;;. 147. 

Eh'e'tlons, N. Y., use' of me>ne‘y in, 222, 222; 
Van Bure'u’s hill against, usei of mene‘y in, 


*>oi 


ElmendorlT, Luems. 00, ($7, 00, 70, 71;;, 72. 
EIwuh, Dr,, 000. 

Embargo, 28, 102. 

Emmett, Umnuts Adells, 21, 24, 02, 00, 100. 
170; appoiiitme'iil as atle/rne'.v ge'uernl of 
N. Y., 20. 00; denth, 172, 172, 175. 

Emott, Jame'H, 70;;. 

England. K(‘c Creait Britain. 

Eppe's, Je)lm W.. 4.25. 

Era of (Jood Eea'llng,” 124, 120, 420. 

Erie' Canal, Ne'w Yejrk, HI, 84;;. 85, 14.2. 
107; commlssione'rN, 01 ; opening <*ele‘bra 
Hon, 157. 

Ervings, the, 755. 



695 ; Webster’s speech at, C9S. 

Federal Republican party, 734, 746. 

Federalist Party, 494; continuance of, 124, 
125; deserts principles in capitalizing 
prejudice against England to gain Presi¬ 
dency, 494, 495, 490 ; ruined by Hartford 
Convention, 4SS ; tendencies in Jackson’s 
Cabinet; theory of adoption of Constitu¬ 
tion, 545. 

Federalists, 39, 40, 41, 43, 45. 47, -iS, 49. 
49w., 59, 80n, 81, 82, 102?^, 104, 118, 158, 
159, ISC, 193, 218, 220 ; address against, 
SSii ; and anti-Federalists played against 
each other, 46Sw ; Clintonians union with, 
90; hatred of Henry, 432; New York 
against Council of Appointment, lOG; op¬ 
position in New York legislature to War 
of 1812, 49, 50, 51, 52, 56, 88;i; in IT. S. 
Senate, 710, 711; withdraw support from 
Jackson, 449. 

Fellows, Henry, contested election, 73. 

Ferguson, John, 264. 

Fillmore, Millard, nomination vote, 500. 

Finance, Senate Committee on, Webster’s 
]nove to obtain reference of resolutions 
to, 731, 732. 

Findlay, William, 210«, 235, 235». 

Fish, Preserved, 43. 

Fitzhngh, Mr. and Mrs., 514. 

Flagg, Azariah C., 147, 147a, 222, 222/?, 
586, 587, 598, 741 ; letter to, 591. 

Florida, Jackson’s conduct in, 373, 375, 383. 

Floyd, John B., 181, 553. 

Foot, Ebenezer, 32, 33. 

Force Bill, 044, 544a, 548, 554, 554a, 681, 
698, 701, 758; r<‘peal, 744 ; Tyler’s voie 
against, 710a; Webster credited with 
pa.ssage of, 708. 

Foreign relations, reciprocity In, 494; 
party feelings in, 512; Van Buren’s 
labor on, 273. 

Forman, Joshua, 221; letter, 221w. 

Forsyth, John, 272, 272», 279, 365, 370, 
371, 372, 373, 374, 380, 381, 386, 573, 
598, 606, 662, 676, 708, 734, 744, 760, 
761, 772; altercation with Poindexter, 
757; appointed Secretary of State, 613; 
defense of Taney, 738, 741; defense of 
Van Buren, 539, 540; desires Vice Presi¬ 
dency, 584; explanation, 373, 374; let¬ 
ters, 370, 373, 389 ; letter to, 369 ; op¬ 
position to Van Buren, 584; supports 
J^^ckson, 723, 724. 

“ Forty Thieves,” 104. 

France, 485; claims against, 609; negotia¬ 
tion with, 274; Envoy from, party, 753; 
non-payment of draft by, 612; treat¬ 
ment accorded U. S., 487 ; treaty with, 
599; U. S. disregards treaty alliance, 
485 ; U. S. envoy to, 229, 251, 252, 433, 
434 ; war with, 429. 

if^anklin, Benjamin, 189 ; Adams on, 191; 
letter, 191 ; opinion of Adams, 191. 


French Indemnity bill, case, 649, 
French Spoliation claims, 2.51, 272 
on Webster’s unpatriotic speech, 
Friends, Society of, complicates th< 
situation, 285, 289. 

Frolhingham, -, lOSa. 


O. 


Gaiiiard, John, 115. 

Gales & Seaton, 556 ; Register of 
21192., 215, 215«, 2irm. 

Gallatin, Albert, 117, 297^2, 521; 
to England, 521, 522 : report on 
improvements, 297, 

Gardinier, Barent, S3. 

Gardner fraud, 537. 

Garland, Hugh A., 435, 4.SS. 

Georgia, 414, 415; Cherokee laiii 
292; cited to appear before U. 
preme Court, 290; conflict with 
rights, 282 ; conflict with U. S., 2 
ernor asks withdrawal of missioi 
Cherokee country. 293; India] 
290; Indians claim self-govenim( 
278, 279; missionary imposture, < 
poses abolition of slave trade, 135 
survey of Indian lands, 280; 
416; versus Cherokee Nation, 29 

German, Obediah, 47, 66, 93, 99 
daey for Speaker of N. Y. A 
89, 90. 

Gibson, Miln(‘r. 467. 

Gilbert, W., 38, 39. 

Girard, Stephen, 596. 

Gladstone, William E., 468. 

Globe. See Congressional Globe. 

Goat Island, purchase of a class rl 

Goes [Hoes], Maria, lOi^. 

Gold Spoon story, 7C9, 770. 

Goldsborough, Charles W., 426. 

Gooch, x\nne, 665?i. 

Gore. Christopher, 76n. 

Gorham, Benjamin, 575, 575a. 

Government officers, appointmen 
power to raise money, 304 ; remo 

Governor of New York, state dinne 

Graham, Sir James, 468. 

Graham, John A., 75. 

Granger, Gideon, 82, 99. 

Great Britain (England), allian 
U. S., 485, 486, 493; circular e 
American fishermen .from Canadia 
ies, 498, 499 : claim to right of 
528, 529 ; conduct in War of 1811 
5S, 60; convention with, 203n 
cratic party’s distrust of, -193; 
favorably impress foreign ministe 
feeling about War of 1812, 49 
press in, 630; free trade in, 411 
ship with U. S., 491, 492, 494; 
ment system compared with U. 
481, 482, 483, 492, 493 ; King, 4. 
King’s judgment of Jackson, 4 


122, 523, 525, 526, 530; news of Van 
Suren’s rejection by Senate received in, 
1:58, 454, 455, 456, 457 ; Nortii American 
rade negotiations, 274 ; power of public 
ipinion in, 4S1, 4S3 ; prejudice against, 
:94, 495, 496, 497, 49S, 499, 500, 501, 
102; Queen, 456, 457; Queen's drawing 
‘oom, 455 ; right of search in slave trade. 
!03, 528, 529; refusal of West India 
ra^e privileges to U. S., 522, 528 ; secre- 
ary to U. S. mission, 258 ; seizures of 
^.merican slave ships, 528; simplicity of 
lobility, 473, 474; treatment accorded 
J. S., 486, 487, 495; treatment accorded 
i’’an Biiron on news of his rejection by 
senate, 456; XJ. S. envoy to, 251, 252, 
>57, 258, 260, 273, 325, 453, 496; Van 
Buren appointed envoy to, 404, 405 ; Van 
3uren’s nomination rejected by Senate, 
195, 455, 456, 748, 756; war with Rus- 
?ia, 467. 

)en, Duff, 366, 376w, 384, 397, 514; 
>cheme to defeat Jackson and elect Cal- 
loun, 384. 

5 ene county, N. Y., attempted depriva- 
ion of its state senator, 86, 87, 88. 
.‘gory, Matthe-w, 69. 

iy, Lord, 479, 491 ; speech on the Re- 
orm bill, 460, 461, 462 ; Van Buren’s 
jpinion of, 460, 461. 

3 svenor, Thomas P., 27, 28, 62, 401. 
indy, Felix, 226a, 325, 325a, 377, 378, 
J79, 380, 381, 382, 415, 568, 675, 670, 
577, 681, 086, 687, 688, 690, 699, 700, 
r03, 704, 707, 710, 711, 750, 751 ; belief 
hat Webster would cooperate with 
rackson, 677, 678, 679; meeting with 
lackson and Van Buren, 671, 672; ro- 
narks on Senate postponing committee 
ippointments, 676 ; support of Jackson, 
r23. 

H. 

ger, Henry, 44, 44a. 
ight, Stephen, 771, 771a. 
milton, xVIexauder, 150, ISO, 190, 191, 
L95, 227, 249, 305, 433, 486, 488, 495, 
531; advocacy of monarchy, 471; 
charges against, 120; duel with Burr, 
L6, 29; favors special interests, 650; 
[ailure in Constitutional Convention, 471, 
i72; Jefferson’s opinion of, 186, 650; 
ack as a political leader, 470, 471, 472 ; 
Letter, 289, 298a^ 488; method of an- 
xlyzing a subject, 156; Monroe’s actions 
towards, 120, 121; on implied powers of 
Constitution, 297, 298; on power of gov¬ 
ernment to mise money, 304; personal 
lionesty, 650; report on manufacturers, 
297, 304; the Reynold’s affair, 119, 120, 
120a ; sons, 109; theory of government, 
339 ; Van Buren’s opinion ©•f, 121. 
.milton, James, 151, 169, 231; Jackson’s 
flesire to arrest, 544. 


ney for southern district of N. Y., 26o, 
268; letters, 369, 370, 371, 372; letters 
to, 370, 371. 

Hammond, Jabez D., 86, 87, 88, 102nj, 150; 
Political History of New York, 9, 37, 
39a, 41a, 44a, 48, 49a, 67a, 69a, 72, 73. 
76a, 79a, 84, 84a, 86, 86n, 88a, 90a, 91 w, 
04a, 9Sa, 100a, 102a, 104a, 150«. 

Hammond, James H., speech, 411, 4llw, 
412. 

Hancock, John, 189. 

Hardin, Benjamin, 308, 30871. 

Harper, Robert Goodloe, 575, 57574. 

Harris, Levitt, 441. 

Harrison, Richard, 21. 

Harrison, William Henry, 248, 536, 671. 

Harrowby, Lord, 482, 483. 

Hart, Ephraim, 91. 

Hart, Thomas, 665a. 

Hartford Convention, 49, 489, 547, 605. 
696. 

Hay,-, 235, 236. 

Ilayne, Robert Y., 213, 213a, 215, 216, 326, 
414, 415, 454, 454a, 520, 667 ; experience 
in 8onatG, 217 ; Jackson’s desire to arrest, 
544 ; Nullification proclamation, 681; re¬ 
lations with Van Buren, 216; Van 
Bnren’s opinion of, 216; Webster’s reply 
to, 680. 

Hays,-, 33. 

Hemphill, Joseph, 308. 30Sa, 309, 310, 
314. 

n‘Midri*ks. Vfilliam, 454, 454a, 676. 

Henry, John V., 21. 

Henry, Patrick, 487 ; Carrington and Mar¬ 
shall’s report on, 433 ; character, 440, 
441, 442 ; debate with Randolph, 435, 
436, 437, 438, 439 ; defeats Madison, 
432; dissatisfaction with IT. S. Consti¬ 
tution, 431, 432 ; genius, 187 ; Jefferspn’s 
account of, 186, 187, 441 ; last speech, 
435, 437, 440 ; letter, 433 ; letter to, 433 ; 
nominated envoy to Prance, 433, 435 ; 
offered Secretary of State, 433, 434 ; 
opposes U. S. Constitution, 443 ; plot 
against, 433, 434 ; political relations with 
Jefferson, 444; political services, 431, 
432, 440, 442, 444 ; pursuit of wealth, 
433 ; reading habits, 441, 442 ; repug¬ 
nance to slavery? 133 ; supports Adams 
and Alien and Sedition laws, 433 ; sup¬ 
ports Washington in Conway Cabal, 444 ; 
Washington’s impression of, 443, 444. 

Herbert, Bushrod W., 17777'. 

Herbert, Noblet, 17772. 

Herkimer, N. Y., convention, 161, 163. 

“ High-minded Federalists,” 104, 109 ; alli¬ 
ance with Democrats, 105, 108; Van 
Buren’s relations with, 105, 108. 

Hildreth, Matthias B., 38a; death, 38. 

Hill, Isaac, 584, 676. 

Hoes, Maria. See Goes. 

Hoffman, Josiah Ogden, 61. 

^^ff’man. Mi el. 741. 









by I*oiii(loxter, 745; atiack**(l by Kau- i 
547 ; attitude toward Bank, GIO, | 
dJIti; attitude toward South Carolina, i 
51S; Bank policy, 59Ji *, belief in iuten- ' 
tional disrespect of Senato, 599, 600; 
Biddle’s interview with, 019, 619>i; 
Biddle’s niisiiiiderstanding of, C47w; 

Cabinet, 244, 240, 25t, 200, ^40, 341, 
508, (‘01, COlT?., 008, 014; Cabinet ap¬ 
pointment troubles, 593, 504, 595 ; Cabi¬ 
net cbanj^es, 590, 004, 000 ; Cabinet din¬ 
ner, 348; Cabinet disappointments, 229, 
230, 231; Cabinet disruption, 520 ; Cabi¬ 
net’s federal tendencies, 545, 540; Cabi¬ 
net meetings, 250, 320; Cabinet dilfer- 
ences of opinion and Jackson’s method 
of settling, 202; Cabinet n'signations, 
.-{50, 350, 400, 407, 012, 013; Cabinet 
scheme of Webster, 072, 701, 700 ; Cabi¬ 
net worri<'K, 010; charaet(u*, 220, 207, 
275, 270, 312, 313, 353, 380, ;;07, 403, 
543, 514, 710; ebargt's against, 75(; ; con¬ 
duct in Florida. 373, 375, :’»83, 754, 755 ; 
i'ondiiet at New Orbvins, 383; eonducl 
in Seminole War, 754, 755 ; Cooper's 
opinion of, 1(50; eorrespondcuu-c* with 
Callumu, 30(>, 375, 37(;, 370u. 383, 38 1; 
course in West India trad<‘ lu'gotiatlon, 
527, 528, 520; d<s-id('s to r<‘move d<‘- 
poslts, (>57, 058; d(‘Uoune(‘<i, 424, 425, 
000. 730, 758; d<‘SireH to aid South (Caro¬ 
lina, (>53 ; diplomali(‘ corps’ adv<'rse id(‘as 
of, 200, 201, 2()2 ; dismissal of l)uam‘, 
003, 003a, (>58, 000, 704 ; doiiu'sti * 

])oliey, 275; 10ast<‘rn tour, (*02 ; lOntou 
affair, 330, 341, 353, :{r>S, 350, :i()0, :bn, 
304, 305; last call on Mrs. Baton, 407, 
408; efforts to pay off publU* d(4>t, (547 ; 
ebadi'd I’resbbml, 220 ; tdfct ion <of 182 1), 
440 ; embarrassed by (piestion of C^)n,sti‘ 
lutlonal (h(‘<)ry in inillilicatlon (‘xeite- 
numt, 545 ; (memi<‘s, 058, 050 ; (‘seorts Van 
Buren to Capitol on latf(‘r’H ndurn from 
lOngland, 500; faith in tb(‘ pe<>pl(‘, 025; 
tV(‘liug as to Cabiiud' imsdings, 25o ; f(‘el- 
Ing of Kngllsh p(‘ople toward, 440, 450 ; 
f(‘els Van Buren’s absiuie**, 508; frhmd- 
ship, 314, 582, 755; friemlshlp H(‘vered by 
('albonn, 740 ; h(‘nllb, <’25, 0.37; horse 
racing, 755; Inaugural addr<‘Hs, 24(5; in¬ 
clination to personally urrc'st (’nlhounaud 
othcu-H, 544; Indian policy, 270, 285, 280. 
280 h, 294, 295; Int<‘rnnl rmprovcuncml 
policy, 297, :no, 311, 312, 315, :120, 321, 
327, 3,35, 330, .3.37, .303 ; “Judicious (nrilT.” 
no, 240; the King’s estimate of. 450, 
451, 4,57; lettcTs, 198, 108a. 224, 224a. 
2.33, 2.34, 23.5, 238, 248, 203, 204, .321. 
,322, .354. .3(51'a. ,374, 387. .507, .507a, 508, 
50871, .595, (503, (504, 705, 705a ; letter's 
on rcunoval of dc’posits not published by 
onnomuits. (508 : b‘tt u-s to. 245. 2(51. .321. 


with A'au Buren, 232; meeting with Van 
Buren and Grundy, 671, 672; meets 
uullificatioii threat, 415, 416, 417; 
message, 420, 421, 543, 544, 546, 

595 ; annual message, 335, 337, 420, 421, 
445, 045; message on Georgia Indian 
land case, 280, 281, 286, 286a ; s^ee also 
under veto infra; message to McLamu 
582; method of settling Cabinet differ- 
(uicos, 262 ; the Monroe letter, 233, 234, 
235, 230, 237, 238, 239; New Orleans 
visit, 308, 369; nominated for President, 
515; nullification dinner toast, 415, 41(5. 
417; Nullification Proclamation, .543, 
546, 547, 548, 550, 552, 553, 080. 684. 
(508, 705, 705a, 706; nullification tbreal 
and preparations to moot it, 413, 414, 
offc'rs Van Buren Secretary of State port¬ 
folio, 224; opeiiess in public mattcr.s, 
.‘522 ; 0 ])iuion of Livingston, 704, 705 ; 
opinion of Van Biircm, 12, 503 ; opinion 
of Cass and McLane’s resignation, 608 : 
opposed by Bank, 531, 616, 617, 040, 
(544 ; nec aUo under Bank (Second), U. 
S. ; opposed by Calhoun, 6(53, 749, 750, 
751, 752; ,s‘cc* also under ('‘Inlboiin; op- 
posc'd by moulcal in(<>r<‘sts, 440, 450 ; op- 
1 )osp I by South Carolina, 542 ; opposition 
to, 713, 716; opposition to 15ank, (526, 
(547, (15(5, (557, 777 ; opposition to cor 
porations with the Government as a 
sbar‘holdcM’, 505; ovcu’tbrows intern.al 
Improvcanent poli<‘y, 172; papeu* road (o 
C’alu’net on rcunoval of deposits, (501, 
(501 a. (508, 7;i7 ; papers, 321, 321n, 571; 
rarton’.s Lib' of, 7-10, 740« ; personal 
fc'c'iing against J. Q. Adams, 260, 276. 
271 ; pc'rsonal redations with Van Buren, 
2:52, 2:i3, 242, 243, 245, 402, 403, 405, 
406, 50(5, 507, 515, 51(5; plan of (‘lecting 
\'an I5ur<'u Vic'c'-i'rc'sident and then rt • 
signing the; Ib-esidc'ncy in bis favor, 506. 
507; pledge' to i)a.v off the public deJ)t, 
.‘524 ; Poindexter’s support, 754; Tb>ln- 
de.xlc'r’s antagonism, 755, 756; policic's, 
.‘513, :52l ; popularity, 253, 255, 710; por 
Irayal by Van Burc'u, 5512; position on 
tariff, 11(5, 2.30, 240, 241, 242, 554, 
pri‘f<‘*’ene(‘ for Bcnnsylvanla in sc'b'ctlng 
a S>‘er<'-tary of the' Trc'asury, 50(5, ,507 ; 
prc'pnratlon of public! papc'rs, 313; Bresl 
cb'ntl'il rc'cc'ptions, 230; i)roposed for 
Prc'sidc'nt, 108 ; quarrel with Calhoun, 
36(5, 3(57, .373, 374, 375, 377, 378, 370, 
;586, 381, ,384, 388, 410, ,505, .506, 520; 
cpiarrcl with Clay, 560; rc'olection, 626, 
{5:5(5, (530, (557 ; refuse's to H(‘nd to Senate' 
I)ap^'r rc'ad to (kibiiU't, 737 ; regards r<*- 
c'b'ction as mandate' to suppress tin* 
Bank, (557 ; n'latiouK with White, 226a. 
(574 ; rc'inark about; the Bank, 025; r<*- 
moval of d(‘T)osifK. 600. 601. 601«.. ViYi. 
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Tt'at, ; second torai, r*or); s<‘iniiH»l<- 
W'ar controversy, 271, :;71, 

373, 374, 383, 388, niMI; Senatorial sup¬ 
port, 723, 72>l ; soiuls tr<»o{>s to S<»uth 
Carolina, 543; stniypli* with the Sa.uk, 
(125, 02(t; stu‘<H‘Hsor to. 5(>1. oOo, 503; 

Duane' for Sc'crotarv of ;h'' 
Troasury, r>{H>; talk to ('reeks, 2S..; 
ur«;('s luodltic'ation <.f (arilT, 5..-I : \ aa 

r*iir('!i an<i Callunin eooporato («> eloet. 


311; Van 

Purt'n’s dek'iive of 

ri'i'iova 1 

1 (O 

deposits, 003a ; 

Vjin 

Purcu’.^. 

ojtiniot; 

of, 

243, 230; 

V(‘to 

of 

('lay's P 

'uhlie L; 

:i ml 

Sah's hill, 

743, 

714 

; v<*(e ei’ Haul; 

!•' ■ 

charter, 2 

04, 3 

to, ; 

331, 300, 

, ool, ( 

\* K1, 

022, 023. 

024, 

020, 

0 17, 00 

2 : vtdo 

Hi 

.Maysville 

tuniplki' 1 

illl, 172. 

172a. ; 

i« ft 1. 

323, 32-1. 

323, 

•fOf t 

> » M ^ > 1 

327, :; 2 .s 

; ;*,20 ; 



3»3r>, 3.’17; \'!ce Pr«'si>l(*nt in! eaudhlat* 

for, o.S j, .587. oSl) ; vl.'^it (te Mn*'.toru 
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Washinaton, 313; Wills' e'tVort to • •■oa 
rail' from VaJi lUiren, o|p; wk lie , \'aii 
Bnrou to return to Si*er<*fary of l-’fale 
position, 70oa ; wishe*: Van Uur<*n to 
re'turn to I’. S., oOS ; wiehes \*an fture'i 
to he Xdis' I*r«‘si(h*nI, oSll, 330. 
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h. 

fjahci\u‘hor(', Il<‘nr.v, 47iK 
Lacy, Drury, 435. 

TiUl’uyatt'', Marquis do, A<iaius’’ addrt'SH on, 
2'2ii}L 

LandH, Puldic, oesaioii, 301 ; chairman of 
J^Vnau^ C'oiumitioo -on, 745; frauds, 713; 
Indians, 270, 2S0, 200, 201 ; pro<'<MMis of 
sale of, 117, 712, 712a. 

Datisdowiic, ISInr<iuis of, -MU. 

Larwill, Jost'ph I!., rtS<*>, r)S(oi, r>S7; bou- 
osly, .ISO. 

Latimer, - --, 372. 

Loako, -, 00. 

lamvemvorth, —, 17. 

L(m‘, William, 700, 700a. 
fjoo, noiiry, 431, 441; plot a.aaiJiKl Henry, 
43.3, lOl ; lotOr, 433; to, 4.33, 

ladKh. Leiijamin Watkins, 422, 425, .5.57, 
733; atlitud«‘ on Hank (luostioii, <550 : 
visit to (day, 743, 
ladpcr, Hoor.ao <1., 110, 28t>. 

Dotidmr, Itobcrt, vlsil to ('lay. 743. 744. 
lyt v.ds. Moruan, t,3, 2S. 32. 44, 45, 005; Van 
r.urini supports, 15. 


Lt'vvis, 

William W 

., 232, 

325, 

325a, 

. :510. 3<59, 

371, 

372, 373, 

37<5, 

387, 

38 S, 

3.89, 

403, 

•105. 

405, .579, 

580, 

581, 

58(5, 

r>S8, .592, 

<515 ; 

: bdters. 11 

ll.'b/. 

.370, 

.58.'5, 

•*8<5, 

591 ; 


Icti'TS to, 370, .5S2. 500. 

LUlIo Band " t HnrrilosL 100. 

LittU' Hr!n<'<‘, Indian <4dor, 2SO. 

Idvin.a.’don, Hdward. ISl, r><»S. 505. r>l4. 

OSS, 701, 702, 704, 705, 7orm ; appointed 
Mini-dor to Krane*-. 220. 251, 25S, 2.50; 
(i*-enin s F!'<>nc!i Mi^:^’ioa, 250, 2<>o. ‘.!0na ; 
rorohodlnas of .lneks(*n’s administration. 
220, 201 ; Kreneli Mis-don, 5tk3, 505, .50S. 
705, 705a; defab-i(I mi <4iara'os aaainsl, 
70r» ; <lr;ifts Nullllleatiofi SM’o<damati<»n, 
705, 705;/. 700». 707 ; .laelcscn’.s opinion 
of, 7o!, 705; biter, d'lOa ; opinion of 
JackHon. 2*20 ; oppi»N.'S Bank clmrtin* veto 
ami la iuoval of (leposlt--, <»03 ; opposeri 
.Inrkson on the Ba!d4,705; relntloihi wUb. 
Wrh.sler, 715; rejxjrt to Webstin’, T05, 
7(>0 ; ri‘H<nilnnnsI .Ma.-iiird ('lay, 705, 700; 
S<‘<'r<4:iry of State, 70.5; V'.mii Huron's 
friend.ship for, 704. 

Livingston, Bdwnrti B., 32. 3.3. 

!/lvln;tKton, Harry, 27, 

Llvln;j;Hlon, B(4<*r B,, 50. 

Livlni^ston. Itohort, land paleuifi. 22, 23, 
Uviumdon, Hobort It. 44, 50, 250; I<dter 


Louis Napoleon, 585. 

Louisiana, and slavery, 130. 

luGwiides, William .T., 122, 300, 301, 411, 
411n, 412. 

Lowrio, Walter, 2.35, 235a, 239, 242 ; ehar- 
aoter, 238, 239; controvcTsy with Mon- 
roc, 23(>, 237; eU^cted Secretary of th<' 
Senate, 238, 230. 

Lucas, Robert, 501. 

Tmdlow, Thomas W., 773. 

Lyon, Mattb(‘w, Imprisoned under tin* 
All<m and Sedition law, 439, 440. 

M. 

McArthur, Duncan, 1S1. 

Macaiih\v, ddimuas B.abin|L?ton, Tjord, 404, 
4(;S, 409. 

McDuOb', ({e<>rg(‘, 3i)l, 41(5, 5(50, 5(50n.; an¬ 
tagonism to Jac'ksoii, 713; cooi^eration 
with Diay, 717; .lac'kson’s desire to 
arrest, 54 1 ; supports Bank, 713. 

McIntyres Archibald, t)9 ; letter, 95, 95«'; 
lelt<'rs to, 95a. 

Mclv<‘,'in, Sanund, 7(53, 7(>(). 

M<*Ken-/ie, William L., 530, 538; Lives 

ami opinions of B, F. Butler and Jesse 
Hoyt, e!c., 53(5a, 53S. 

MeLam*, Louis, 14(5, 149, 149a, 1.50, 151, 
211, 273, 422, 4S2, .502, 503, 50S, 510, 
511, 575, 575a, 5S0, ,59S, 599, 000, (502, 
(>()(;, (509, (512, (51 3, (514 ; :i<*c<'pts Hn^^- 
llsh mission, 25S ; ald<‘d by Van Bxiren, 
577, 57S, 00.5, 009, 010, (515; appoint('<l 
pr(‘Kl<leni of ))ankina: <*ompany, (517; ap- 
prov<‘S of Dnain^ as Secretary of Obaais- 
nry, 5tl7, (501 ; beli('f In failuia* of Jack- 
son’-s a<lm!nlstratioH, 230, 579; chan<-<‘ 
of appointnn*nt on Supreme (''ovirt, 577, 
57S; char:ict<*r, 577, 579, 590, 5t>2 ; con- 
Inum'd ns S(‘crclary of IVcasury, 531, 
5.32; continuance^ in ofllce, (509, (51 1 ; 
conversation with Jackso!i on cublmd 
changes, 59(5, 5117 ; course on protest of 
1''rench draft, (>12; d(‘Kir<‘S Supreme 
('ourt appointment, 5S.'5, 584 ; dltTinnuKa's 
of opinion with Van Bninm, (505 ; dis 
appointment at not In Jackson’s 

<*abinei, 230; disposition to nn‘ddl<* in 
the Bank coiitrovnn’sy, (501 ; duplicity in 
obtalniuK appointmmiil of Duane, 594, 
59(5; first annual rei>ort, as Sis-ndary of 
'riaaisury, 581, (500, <501; fri<‘nd atta<'ks 
Van Biinm, 5(59; frb-ndship for Van 
liunuK 581, (501 ; hostility to Van Bur<*n. 
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oppoHOK TCio of hflnk oliartor and iv 
moral of doponits, 0o;j, t»ot; partliiUiy 
for Bank, 593, m\ r,()l, im, U05, \IU\. 
317; personal rolations with Van Htn'on. 
573, 574, 575, 573. 577, 57S. 573. 5'J3. 
313, 313, 314, 315. 313, 317; politir.!! 
pniciioos, 314; pro.'^ldontlal UNpirations. 
5S3, 5S,S, 315, 31<>, 317 ; rt'cnnimou*! ■ I'l* 
charlor of V. S. Bank, 5.31 ; on ronunnl 
of deposits, 33i! ; laapiasts o\plan.i<ion 
from Van Biiron, 572; r<’si}:uutluu. 
tlOS, 309, <513, 312, Ol.'l, <511, 315. <517: 
S<‘c‘rotary of St.ato, 593, 59S; S<MT<4ar> 
of Treasury, 59K ; self int(‘rt‘Kt, 3.14. <513. 
(517; .successful nepdiati«»n with <Jronf 
Britain , 214, o23, 5.31 ; suKP'Nf>. 'V'au 
Buren’s declining Secretary i>f State ap 
polntnunit, 230; suggc.stlon as to liK 
instructlonH, 530; tluaait t<» retire fronj 
public life, 594; visits Van Boren, r»7o, 
McLeod, Alcxaiuho’, case, 4<5<5, 4<l<5a, 
McNairys, the, 755. 

Macomb, Alexander, 319, 349a. 

.Macon, Natbani(d, 129, 129a, 20<b 211. 221, 
23(5, 241, 242. 3<58, <555. <537 ; Intcreetb -. 
with Jackson to <*linng(> removal of <le(Ko. 
its plan, (507. 

Madi.son, James, 28, 33, 37, 40, 41, 12, 13. 
47, 57, 33, 117, 119, 121, 122, 121, 123. 
130, 192, 193, 319, 32S, 411, 112. UK. 
421, 449, 471,404, 331 ; dcfcfttcti for V. S. 
S<03ntor, 432; on Int(‘rnal haproveim at .. 
330, 331, 334; IctitWH, 330, 331. 331 : let 
ters to, 190, ItMla, 330; principle (vf pat 
ronage, 123; KandHlph’s hostSUty, 20s ; 
rcitorl on .Mien and Sedition laws, 302 : 
repugnance to slavery, 133; ta<-tlen m 
s(‘eurlng tlrst nniendiu(*ntH t(} V, S. (‘on 
stitution, 4(lSn ; vtdo of itonns l»!]l im»o, 
300, 330, 331, 334. 

“Magician, Th(‘'* (Van Bunaiu 22dn, 
Mulson Rouge Tract, hill, 128. 1*21*. 13o. 
Mnllnry, Rcdlln 109, 170». 

.Mangum, Willie P., (577. 

Manuractnnn'H, aimtinl petl(i(»n to Uonrjo., 
1(59 ; ('raving for tarlCf ImukOUs, 559. 
Manufaetunxs. ilnmlUon's r(*p<»rt on. 207. 
Marbury vs. Madison, 291, 

Mjireh, Cniarles W., (581. 089, 7<»2, 7o3. 7nl. 
700, 707, 708 ; Rc>minlHeene(‘H of Vongre^.h, 
700, 70()n ; Van Buren’s oplnhm of. Toi ; 
Van Buren’s opinion of Ids hook. 7 (»h 
700. 

.Marcy, William L., 101, 103. 105. tt59, 503 
504, 502. 595. 598; l(dt(»r to. 509. 
Maritime rights, 00, (50n, 

Marshall, John, 175, 178, 219, 259. 431. 
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^lone>, ( 5»\eHoneltf’ . p»»e 
Money I*o\l.er. the. HP; 
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Oppo’ e'. J‘H 1. .on, I tt» 
Mopop.dlea, ndmni 111 In 
.Monro«*. .iniueh, 5*;, hon, ; 

115. lit;. 122 , 12.3. r 

181. 1P2. BP3. 233. 2; 

3<M. 300,, 2 . 07 , :;(o , 2, 
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306, 307, 808; principle of patronage, 
124, 125, 126, 127; Randolph’s hostility, 
208; in the Reynolds affair, 119, 120, 
121; successor to, 116; Van Buren’s last 
visit to, 153; Van Buren’s opinion of, 
121; veto of Cumberland Road bill, 117, 
315. 

Moore, Gabriel, 454, 454 h, 676. 

Moore, John L., 103n.. 

Morell, -, 25, 27, 28. 

Morgan, John J., 536. 

Morgan, William, abduction, 220. 

Morning Chronicle, The, 109. 

Morris Caval & Banking Company, 617n. 

Morris, Thomas, 676. 

Mount Vernon, Van Buren’s visit to, 177. 

N. 

Napier, Lord, 495, 497. 

Napoleon I, 484; distrust of Talleyrand, 
459. See also Louis Napoleon. 

National Advocate (The), 101, 138. 

National Gazette and Literary Register, 
199, 199n. 

National Intelligencer (The), 359. 366, 416, 
417, 525, 526, 690. 

National Republicans. See Republicans. 

Naudain, Arnold, 677. 

Navigation Acts, a political deal for pro¬ 
longing slave trade, 135, 

Nelson, John, 575, 575n. 

Newburgh Telegraph (The), 759. 

New England, character, Van Buren on, 
710 ,* Jackson’s visit, 689, 690; liking for 
official distinction, 25S; senators attack 
Van Buren, 524; senators delay denun¬ 
ciation of West India trade negotiation 
success, 523; senators vote for resump¬ 
tion of West India trade and denounce 
it when accomplished by Van Buren, 522: 
tariff, 116. 

New Hampshire, legislature, recommends 
a convention, 584. 

New Jersey plan, for amendment to the 
Constitution, 118. 

New Orleans, battle of, feeling of English 
toward, 451. 

New York auctioneer officers, 223; Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, 263 ,* cholera in, 510 ; 
Collector of Customs, 262, 263, 505, 536 : 
Constitution, adopted, 112, 112 m. 

Constitutional Convention, 102, 102 h, 
105, 110, 111, 112; committee on ap¬ 
pointments, 106, 106 h ; Van Buren’s 
course in, 112. 

Contested election, 73 ; Democratic citi- 


110« ; Senate: Van Buren’s election to, 
224. 

Loan to U. S., 44 ; Middle district Con¬ 
vention, 88n ; militia bill, 55, 56, 57, 58; 
politics, 142, 145, 147, 157; protective 
tariff, 169, 170, 693, 696; Republican 
struggle with Federalists, 81, 82, 90; 
Safety fund system attacked, 741, 742; 
supports John Quincy Adams, 142, 145 ; 
supports War of 1812, 57; tariff con¬ 
vention, 169, 170; Union meeting on 
Nullification Proclamation, 547; U. S. 
district attorney for southern district, 
265. 

New York vs. John Jacob Astor, 175. 

New York American (The), 109; charges 
against Van Ness, 110. 

New York Courier and Enquirer (The), 
398. 

New York Evening Post (The), comments 
on New York legislature’s report on 
Nullification proclamation, 552. 

New York Journal of Commerce (The), 
421. 

Newspapers. See Press, The. 

Nicholas, Wilson Cary, 412, 412w. 

Nicholson, John, 258, 536. 

Niles’ Register, 282, 526, 526??, 654, 691, 

694, 696. 

Noah, M. M., 398; letter to, 101, lOln, 138. 

Nobility, English, simplicity of, 473, 474. 

North Carolina. See Carolina, No-rth. 

North Eastern boundary question, 273, 452, 
405. 

Northern Whig, newspaper, 26m. 

Northwest Territory, Ordinance of 1787, 
134, 135. 

Noye.s, John, 76 h. 

Nullification, 382, 395, 396, 409, 410, 562, 
679, 680, 681, 682, 684, 685, 691, 692. 
690, 697, 698, 758; Cahoun committed 
to, 541; crisis, 554; doctrine, 542: 
Hayne’s proclamation, 681; Jackson’s 
toast at dinner, 415, 416; launched at 
Jefferson birthday banquet, 413, 414, 
415; meeting at Albany, 562, 563, 564; 
meeting at Boston, 547; meeting at New 
York, 547; meeting at Shocco Springs, 
562; Proclamation: 543, 680, 684, 694, 

695, 698, 706, 707; defects, 546, 547, 
548; denounced, 424, 425 ; federal ten¬ 
dencies in, 706, 707 ; Livingston’s draft, 
705, 705n; newspaper comment on, 552, 
553; political capital made out of, 547, 
553: Van Buren’s report on for New 
York legislature, 550, 552 ; South Caro- 
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Official distinction, n New Enahuid feel¬ 
ing, 25S. 

Ogden, David B., 21, 50, 127, 175, 401. 

Ohio, circuit judge in, 210 ; protective taritV, 
093, 690. 

O’Neiile, I’eggy. i^cc' Eaton, Mry. John 
Henry. 

Ontario ('ounty, N. Y,, contCFU'd election, 
73; senator from, 80, 87. 

Ordinance of 1787, 13-!, 135. 

Oswc’go, N. Y„ hraneli of Erie canal to, 85. 

Otis, Harrison Otvy, 429. 547, 574, 575a. 
095. 

Otranto, Duke of, 445. 

Otsego county, N. Y., 105; s<‘nator from, 80. 

Ovau'ton, John, 587, 587n, 588, 580, 501. 

Owen, Oeorge IV.. 181. 

I‘. 

L'ag<‘ot,-, 585. 

ParllanK'ntary nd'orm, 453, 

I^almerslon, Lord, i50, 457, 458, 4<»0, 477, 
528, 520; attaek on adiulnist rat Ion (in 
1855), 4r>7, 4(58; on Van Burim’s rej(‘c< 
(ion by S<‘nat<% 455; opinion of 'falb'y 
nind, 458; V;in Uuiam’s m'gothttion wiih, 
452, 453 ; V.'Hi Ihinm’.M opinion of, 405. 
4 00, 4(57- 

i’annma iMlssion, 108, 100, 200, 20tia, 201. 
202, 202a. 201, 248; ahandont'd, 201 ; do- 
jVat(‘d, 203; v<de on, ‘JOla. 

I'anie, (listn'SH eoniniI<to<‘S, 727; d!.str<‘.‘is 
nnnnorials, 721, 722, 723. 724. 725, 72(5, 
727: eHorts to- ennse, 717, 718, 710. 738. 
73<», 740, 741, 742, 745. 740. 717. 748; 
engineered hy Bank, (510, 011, 042, 051, 
05b/, 05 4 , 05 5, (55(5, (557 . 00(5 , 7 1 2 , 7 1 7, 
722, 723, 725, 72(5, 73(5; plan <d' netlon 
in (‘ongn'ss, 712, 713; responsibility 

cdiarged for. 722. 

Paide session, (518, t;;{2, 033, 0(51. (571, 088. 
707, 712, 713, 721, 722, 723. 724. 72.>, 
72(5, 727, 735, 73(5, 742. 157. 782; ho\v 
n.Mined, (518. 

Paris, Maritim<‘ congress at, OOa. 

Park<‘r, Hlehard Elliott, 000. 

Parris, Daniel, 44, 44ft. 

Partb^H, polilical, 125. 

Parton, Jann^s 'H., Life of Jackson, 3i;5n. 
749, 710a. 

Pntronagej political, 100, 123., 121. 125, 
12(5, 127, 223, ,300, 401; under Jackson.’ 
247, 249, 250; Van Kuren on, 448. 

('att<'rson, Waller, 571. 

P.anlding, J. K., 530. 


on Indi.an hi!!, 289; member-- of 
gross in favor of MaysvUle turnpiki 
325; <»n removal of ImllanN, .311, 
Soei’tdary of 3*re.isiiry from, 590. 
Ht'nntors, York memorial suiisnlltc 
705; siip{Hirt of Jnekson, 239. 314, 
tarilT. 239. 31 }. 091. OtM',; ucsh-ri 
trict m.'irshal ;jpjH»iiUment, PJf, 2.31 
Pensacola, b'loi'ida, .!ncks<inb» oecup.al!^ 

«> 40 . 

Pension agency, 0 Itk 
Ptaisiitn fnn<is, control tif. 0 19n. 
Bm’Kln.s, 'rbom.as I!.. 5 If, 547«. 
i'cu-klns, 095. 

Peters, Itiehard, 292, 29.3 
Peyton, Ua.Ulc, 190. 
l*hila<lt‘!i*hla, Pesird *0 I'raOe, rtscui 
722, 724, 725 : buinlins': re« cb.<nb*N, t 
rial, 727; State biuik 3 menterlal i 
st<n-i‘ dcposii.s, 7‘M, 72 5, 725, 

I Pick<‘ring, O’inHithy. 179. 188, 

I 48(5, 488; letter to, '}8s ; jcUiov cd a- 
j r«4ary of Sf.-tfe, ItM); licclew of 
I spondeiH'e of .lohii Adnite; and \V 

! (’nnningUam, 18.8??, 

' Pierce, b'ranklln, 19(5. 

I Pinckney, (’barb s ('otests"!•(!», pjo. 
Pinckney, 3'homa.-, 171, 

Piracy, sbtvf^ trade de, Iar«'d, 1.3 >; 

Unreit <in. 118. 

Pin. WiBbui!. 108 , 409. 

Pitt?.bnrg, Wi'hstcr’s /.pcei b at t59l, 

(59.3. 09.5. (590 . 09 7, 09 8 , 7(5>. 7o3. 
Platt. . Judge, 01. (51??, imb 

P(»lndt‘\fcr, (b'oi’rog 151. 151??. 077, 
759; .ilhM’cation viJii I’tU'syflt. 
.intagoidsiu to Jac-b-nn. 7 15, T.55, 
jtntjirordsin fo Van Bnrcii. 750 751 

tack on Weteder, 081, 080. tiSOi?, 
758; alluck‘ 5*ork sm-morlal, 70»t5; 
-.‘.ann- with <’bn, 751, 755; brOawy e 
.agjtliiai. 777; calunnden agnlmd 
Buren, 757, 770; dr-Irnnia «d’ tiuna 
on publi(' lands, 715 ; <*!iaracier, 750, 
course In Scinde la a!«i of Bank. 
73!; <-tTorj*} to <-inise panic, 745 ; c 
f Li mnlu-oi! Vai? Bun-n. 7%5S. 759, 709 
j 7(52; letter, 759 ; i«dter to. 701 ; nn 
, with Jaekson, 7i>L 155; per-ion.-il 
tloiiH with Van Buivn. 7.51. 757; j 
eal rebjfioiis with Van P>nrcn. 7 !9 : 
port of .!aeks<»i», 751; Van Pnirmi’ ' 

; Ion <»f. 755, 750. 

Politics, <'amp:ilgn (<»r !840>, H; dele 
power abused. LSI; dinVrcjne ln-t 
fsrid national, 491 ; cjirlc n?iP 
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Post Office, inquiry, intoj 745. 

Preble, William Pitt, 273; appointed U. 
minister to the Netherlands, 260, 2G0 '?k 

Prendergast, John I., 76/i. 

Prentiss, Samuel, 454, 454??, 533, 67G. 

President of the United States, 742, 742n ; 
appointing power, 742; canvass (of 
1824), 665; election by House of E-eprc* 
sentatives, ilS; evils to wdilcii an admin¬ 
istration is exposed by the Secreiary of 
State desiring succession to the, 398; 
Jacksou's plan to resign in favor of Van 
Buren, 506, 507; loss of power at close 
of an administration, 284; maneuvers 
for, 616, 617; prejudice against England 
capitalized to gain, 494, .195, 496, 497, 
498, 499, 500 ; removal power, 742 ; step¬ 
ping stone to, 122; successor to Jackson, 
518; Van Euren’s chances of, 446, 447 ; 
Van Buren’s idea of the honor, 448 ; Van 
Buren’s nominations, 225, 220, 227 ; 

White’s nomination, 22Gn. 

Presidcntj packet, 445, 459. 

Press (The), (nev’spapers), aids Bank and 
opposes Jackson, 746 ; auxiliary of parti¬ 
san pclitical ailvontage, 290; controlled 
by Bank, G5S; freedom endangered by 
Jackson’s political appointments, 247; 
power of, 197 : panie rumors, 747, 748 ; 
rumors Bank stock transactions in Lon¬ 
don, 746. 

Preston, William C., 677, 766; attack on 
Van Buren, 766, 707, 768, 772; peisoual 
relations with Van Buren, 769, 770; rea¬ 
sonable atonement for his attack, 769. 

Preston family, characteristics, 769. 

Priestly, Joseph, 159, 159n. 

I’rivateers (N. Y.), idil to encourage, 57, 
58. 

Prussia, 485. 

Public debt, payment of, 621. 

Public opinion, control of by Bank funds, 
642 ; power in England, 481, 483. 

Punctuality, Jefferson on, 188. 

Q. 

Quakers, i^ee Friends. 

Pw. 

Ramsay, Robert, 326, 326n, 327. 

Randall, Henry S., 442. 

Randall, -, 175. 

llandolpli, Edmund, 189. 

Randolnh. Ellen Wavles. 


Charlotte i*esolutioTiK, 424, 425; on ct 
mittec of rules of Senate, 208; dea 
420; debate with Henry, 435, 43(s 4 
488, 439, 440; demands letters fr 
Jackson, 425, 426; denounces the Nil 
fication Proclamation, 424, 425, 547 ; d 
with Clay, 204, 207, 534; entertain 
qualities, 208; fails in reelection, 2 
208; hostility to Jefferson, Madison, i’ 
Monroe, 20S; letter, 423^t; leav(‘S Rust 
420, 421, 427, 428, 429; leaves Smui 
210, 429, 430; opinion of Washing 
(hty, 208; p(‘rsonal relations wdth \ 
Pmren, 421, 423, 420, 427, 429, 430, 4.' 
physical appearance, 205, 207; poHH 
services, 121, 428, 420 ; presentH a ho 
to Van Buren, 421, 422; protest, 
qiiarx’els, 418 ; spc'ech against Alien : 
Sedition law, 439, 440; spe<‘ehes, 
Van Biireii’s reasons for appointing, 4 
419 ; on A5in Buron’s resignation, 42.' 
violence in debate, 204, 205, 206. 

Randolph, Mrs. Thomas Mann, 349, 580 

KeiUield, ITerman .1., 158. 

Kefonn, political, 247, 248. 

Reform Bill (English), 4()0, 461, 4(>2, 4 
477, 478, 482. 

Reid,-, 436. 

Religion, 284; in politics, 293. 

Reminisemus's of CoiigniSs (March’s), 7 
700a. 

sliip, It/?. 

Republican eree<l, 124. 

Republican party, 102, 195, t9(>, 197, 1 
30.3; advocate' of I4tale tb<*ory of u<l 
tion of Constilutlim, 545; danger of 
striicnfm, 6(>5 ; foreign jioUcy, 494 ; 
trigin's fur Presidi-ucy. 398. 

Republieau (59)0 WJisJiiaglon ), 576/?, 

Repiibiic.ans, 220; desna' appointment 
Yjin Bni-en, 224 ; faelioiml .spill, 221 
National, 108; New York, Clinloni; 
and Yjin Biin'ii’.s a?ili'fedmailist .-nldia 
88/;; splil willi Clinlonlans, 89; 1 

giiii.a, 208. 

Ih'vi.sio/i, Council o,f (N(iW York), 57, 1 
102 / 1 . 

Reynohls, James, 110. 

Reynold’s Affair, 119, 120. 

Rice, John IL, 435, 437. 

Richardson,-—, Judg<*, 38. 

Richmond, Duke of, 451, 161. 

Richmojid I'lnqnin'r (’PIik'), 126. 

Rik<>r, RP'h/ird, 38, .39, 41, 43. 

Rip Rap.s, Hampton Ro?i<ls, Virginia, Ja 
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Roads aad canalis, IIM, *-1)8, 

315, 320; rcporth uu, 311. 

Roane, 8p(*n(;(‘r, 3U(), 770; nrlicO'h <tn .Mur- 
filiall’s decisions. I'Ji); .suoperl of Jui k 
fion, 723 ; Van lUiren’K visit io. 120. 
Roane, Wlllhuu H., 300. 

Robbins, Asher, 13 1, ifil/i, 0»71, 

Robbins, Jonathan, 170. 

Robinson, John M., 070. 

Roclu'ster, William 1*.., 104 ; iiHiani.itum h*. 

;j;overn(>!‘, 102. ] 0.”., 

Uomaine, — ™ , 10 la. 

Root, Krastus, 44. 47, .*0. 0.*. lU* 

Rose, William Lnelns, II. 13. 

RoH(‘nerantz, ^h'orii^e, 

Kos.s, P. William, SOa. 
iioHS, Jaim‘s. 00 i. 

Ross, William, 43, 43a. sO, 103*, 

RuHin, 'rimmas, <500. 

Kuf;45les, RenJ.amitj, 451, 1.14a: Van I’.iin u - 
opinion of, .100. KW’m, .KIT. 

Ivush, lilcha rd. .121. 

UusHt'll, I5enjamtn, 2<i0. 2t0.0j. 

Russell, Lord John. Van Jinrmi’.'. opnd.m 
of, 477. 47.8. 

Ru.ssiu, 4H.1: appointmeui of minist<T !<», 
41H, 410; <5n‘at llrituln’.s war with, 4<»T ; 
trejvty with, 410, 420. 
ltutl,n‘r.s, - ■ . 77. 

RiUledKe, Ihmr.v M,. 4 10, tiOa. 

s 

SalVty Mind Syst* m. .\. Vl'i, V'J'J i -tf 
laektMl. 741, 742. 

8jiiIor’N Snno Harbor. >uit IT:', t ,',1 
SL Marlv.s, Plorid.'i. .f;u la-oti’ •>.. tij.aj0,0 
of, 375. 

8t. Raid, 408a. 

Sanford, Nnlhan, 07. <5s. 00, 7o. uil. 21.bi, 
203, 2(b3a, .11.1, .1<53 ; eandld.nte inr r S 
Senate, <50, 07, 07a. 101. tola. 

Sardinia, 483. 48.1. 

Snrf?eant', * S2, 

SehnybT, Rhilip. 2:!7, 

Seoteh eharaeter. 400. 

Scott, Wlidlebi, .Itl. Pel;'.; iiuminatlun uOi . 
500. 

Seaimm, d(':ditu((\ aid lur. 1R5. 

Siaireh, ri/^ihl of, <m bieji Mas, 2o;5 ; (Jr-aif 
liidtain’s elaim. ,12.8. .e.O) 

S(al|;wiek, ... ■. l.s, 

Sefton, Lord and Lad.i. 173 
Seiulnoh' War, .larksou'v t'otidmo oi, 3,s.5, 
3.8,8, 754, 7.1.7; .laekMin's eo^r<•^p(md(‘n -o 
with ('allmun on, O.OO, :;<5s, 301. 

Sena<(*, L. S. action on rochJrtcr o' R. 


himm. eommiltee. 715, TKl; 
•nppntt HI, 723. 724; motives i 
ie)c({|on III \an Rmren's nom 
.»;:i ; Rrt-.iilfiii of, <57;; ; i’re.iul 
ft in, t*!.., 0, 1, t*7.*; RresideuRs <11 
m pie no nnn'Ials, 77 1. 77 

I'liictum (.1 .'■impson’.s nominatio 
rejection <*3 Will Hureii’s iioniinii 
mini «.T to <;re;ii Itrltain, 273, ;>■ 
1-03 l.tl. Rn;, R77^ oMli, .1' 

•'i’o ‘31. Is L .1^.1, .7s7, .7iHi, 72, 

,..4 ; re* (dntioii ctiansdna; mt 
.oiunatiec Mbn'tlon. <575. liTti, *577 
.iine'idnumte, 208. 2(i0, 2lO; ^ 

Mimmittee-^ lutriepie a};atns( Mm 
<•71 ; .yepeitid of infentioim! <li 
!•> Jm K .iiji. .100. omi; treatment 
Semite: .. 217; Van Uurmd.s tirsf 
allee as \'i(» Rre blent In. 071, 0’ 
Ilnren’*; uppommts tn, <573, 7<» 

Hurea’s vec»‘ption in on his retn 
ilrdai!*!, Tab; : \':in R.ureu trlnmp 
.lO.l; "Imrl. mem<»rtnl in, 7t50. 7< 
< < ^ b < « J. i < 2, it i“3, 771, 'i 7«7, *770. 
s< miter*.. 1 . .8 , New York. KHi, 1<» 
! n In. 

.'iSr,e;*of^ John, 21*I. <51:3 
8i ju d, Wllham 11 . I!< .1 Vjh. 

.^•euiieur, Henry, nj 
S(*\iaeur. Ilor.it !e, *n. I2P, t.lR Rl. 
.8ii.!u‘r , pititbm e'.eniptieii tiMon 

' er s b 1 , ! r»3, 11’l I 

."'‘Ucmnnbeih <'<innt\, Mrtnia. m 
7<5t,, 

Idopb'. rtlo! Im'i*; •upiMirta 

7”2’{, 

^5!lo<•t t» I<prii4‘ , \<nih <*aro!in,!, 
5<i2 

SIMhc. N.ifh.nitiJ. 2i:i. ?13n. <577, ' 
8ii\e4<'r. <'<»rnell\r, I-R 
Sdi.eit«*r. I'l'anei®'. l.'Ri 
Sihe-t<*r R'uuilM l.'t 
.''bmp .ell, stephili Uellllmition r<‘J< 
S»-mi(e, ,100 

I'-inrJet • n, .30 t 

Skmm r. Iior< r. I03. 10.3a. HHI. 14* 

Sla\<- SRites, R*;t5. 

.^bu e 'rr.ub’, atiolltion of. t3.1, 2 
« I.Ue«! piruei, 1.31, 

Sliuei.i, R'lO, 137, !3S. 1,30; aRitati 
112; Slave ami M'ei* States r<'i’ 
t ien In <'oin.; I'eM.S, 1,31: Van Bi 
132. 1.33. L34, 13.1. 

Smith. .Mithan. <577. 

Muitli, Sumu 1. 20ln, 213, 213n, <» 
<!i<iney tor \ i<*e Riassldmit, 5HS, 

^fII11 X t*t'i*'9'*iLJdy'f\ 
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Spanish dalniH, paynunit of, (5(>2. 

Specio, curtallnitait, <55:^, (>54, <;5(». 

Speti<-<‘r, Amhrosc, 58, 41, 42, 45, 47, (>4, 
({(?, (57. <iS, (51), 70. 71, 71a, 72, 75, 75, 
7Gri, 71), 80, 8S, si), 81)«, DO. 91, 102, 111, 
170, 224, 401, 518; at<<‘nipt to n'store 
01int(»iJ, 74. 75. 7(5, 70,a, 77, 79, 80, 85; 
iiitorvli’K with Van Uiiiaoi, 92, 95; op- 
pOHt‘d to Van Biiroa, (57, (58, (59, 70 ; po¬ 
litical intrigiKs 8(5, 91, 92; iH>lltical load- 
crHhi5>, 74, 79. 

Sp<‘U(*i*r, John 100, loo/;. 

Spencer, Karl. Altrup, Lord. 

Spotawood, Mrs., 441. 

Sprajtuc, (577 ; attacks Van Kunai, 

524. 

Stat<‘ l)<‘parlinent, no can lx* k<*pt 

in, 270. 

State ScenJary of, (N<'w York), (59, 70. 

Stat<\ S<‘cr<4ary of (tTnitchi States), 250; 
appointed, 224, 225, 510, 517, 598, (514; 
(day’s JUHnluation, (5(5(5; .laekson’s wish 
for Van Buren’s rtdurn to, 7or)a ; luhor 
of, 275; Llvtn}.;s(<»n ns, 705; McLane ap- 
poin(e<l, 598; otT(‘red to IhMjry, 455, 454 ; 
Ht(*pptnj.;' ston<* (<> I'r(‘siden<‘y, 121, 122, 
598; Van Hunai appoin(e<l, 224, 225, 
517; Van l?urcn’s reslf^na t ion, 2(58, .598, 
599. 402, 40.5. 404, 405. 40(5, 407, 425a ; 
Van Burial K(‘k‘elion f(H‘, 2(57. 

Htut(‘H, plan of dlsirletlng-, llH; jiroeiMMiH 
of sale- of puldh* laiuls <Iist rllmO'd amouij;, 
742. 742a; riKlBs, 4 1(5, 42-t, 425, 54(5, 
547; rlj-dds as to roads and eanals, 517, 
518 , 519 . 

StehldiiH, Krancts, 2(5a. 

Steuben county, S. V.. <*lc<dion r<‘.sult, 1(5-1. 

St(‘Vcn.aon, Andrew, M(5, 257, 257a, 5^4, 
528, 528a, 575, ,575a, 589. 

Stocks, .\incrlcan, runiors of lack of Kuro- 
pcau eonihieucc in, 747. 

Stone, Willlaiu L,, 85. 

Strnualinn, Karrand, (57, (58, (59, 7L/. 

St run/^, , 71. 

Strother’s Ibdel. Washiiudon, I>. (’., 57-1. 

Subiinic Berte, treaty with, 257, 270, 7.5(5. 

SutTrnire (V<deHi, restrltdlon in N. V., 112. 

Sullivan, Leor|.*:e, 272, 

SupreiiH* (dmrt, New York, lnereas(* of, 08; 
Van Bureij offered a pljH'e on, 90, 91. 

Supnune Court of U. S., iiHsmuptlon of 
authority, 18} ; eb-etiv(‘, 185; JustIc<*H, 


T. 

Taghkanie (Tackkanic) patent, 22. 

Talcott, Samuel A,, 21; appointed attorney * 
general, of N. Y., 174; intemperance, 
174, 175, 176 ; relations with Van Buren, 
173, 174, 176 ; talent, 175, 176. 

TalU^yrand, Charles Maurice Perigord, 
Prince, 457, 460, 473; attacked, 459; 
defended by Wellington, 459 ; distrust of 
Napoleon, 459; inalnlity to speak Eng¬ 
lish,, 458, 460 ; Palmerston’s opinion of, 
458. 

Tallmadge, James, 143. 

Tallmadge, Nathaniel P., 549, 677, 741. 

Tammany So<‘i('ty, 265; dinner, 233. 

Tamw, Koger B., 304, 511, 579, 580, 597, 
598, 005, (501 n, 605, (513, 657 ; appointed 
Secretary of Treasury, 603 ; appointed lo 
Supr<'m(‘ Court, 584 ; charge against, 644, 
738 ; def('nded hy Forsyth, 738 ; prophecy 
of result of Cass and McLane remaining 
in Cabinet, 608; refutation of Clay’s 
<-harge, 739 ; report on Bank, 643, 643nj 
(544 ; report on launoval of the deposits, 
(552, (553, (554, 655, 656 ; Van Buren ap¬ 
proves for Secretary of Treasury, 593. 

Tariff, 200, 541, 559; (of 1824), Jackson’s 
))Osition, 239, 240, 242; opposition to, 
240, 242; Van Buren’a vote on, 241, 242 ; 
(of 1832), act, 542, 542n,; Clay’s 
“Am(‘rican System,” 554, 555, 556; modi¬ 
fication, 554, 555, 557, 558, 562, 568, 
564; protective, 115, 116, 117, 169, 172, 
•199, .m, 412, 555, 671, GS2, 683, 691, 
69.3, 603)^, 694, 600. 

.M)uses, 275 ; bill, 170?2.; character, 171; 
<)il>po.sHion, 240, 242; reduction, 553; re¬ 
port on amount of duties, 740, 741 ; sys- 
t<‘in, 409, 555, 082, 683; Van Buren’s 
oi)inion of as a political issue, 555; Web- 
st<‘r on, 60S, 699; Webster’s speech sus¬ 
taining, 683, 684. 

“Taninin,” 351. 

ddiyba*, BiUijamin Ogle, 612, 

d'aylor, (’refd, 430. 

Taylor, John, 40, 41, 43, 46, 47, 228, 412 ; 
d(‘atb, 227 ; redations with Van Buren, 
227, 228. 

Taylor, John W., 181, 158 ; Speaker of the 
Ifoiise of R,(‘pres('ntatives, 157. 

d'aylor, Ziudiary? 196. 
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Thompson, William, nominated for speaker, 
90. 

Throop, Enos Thompson, 88, 562, 595, 59S. 

Timberlake, J. B., 341. 

Tipton, John, 677. 

Tomlinson, Gideon, 454, 454n, 677. 

Tompkins, Daniel D., 28, 29, 40, 48, 49, 53, 
69, 70, 75, 76, 76w, 79, 98, 100, 106, 110, 
122, 138; accounts, 95, 97 , 99 , 9972.; 
charges against, 95, 97, 98; inti>mper- 
anco, 96, 07 ; joint Ic-tter with Van Buren, 
125, 126; letter, 9572 ; letter to, 9572; 
nominated foi governor, 997 j, 105, 225; 
reply to charges, 98; resignation, 7Qn; 
Secretary of State position offered to, 57, 
95; Van Buren’s pamphlet in favor of, 
101 . 

Townsend, J., 170. 

Townsend, -, 10372. 

Towsoii, -, 358. 

Trade, with Indians, 280. 

Treasury, U. S., hesiogers of, 745. 

Treasury, Secretary of, 593, 594, 597, 737 ; 
appointed, 593, 594, 596. 597, 598, 603, 
605, 614: called on for and reports on 
amount of duties, 740, 741 ; censured for 
removing deposits, 717, 71772, 726; 

charges against, 737, 738; dismissed, 603, 
603»; Jackson’s diiiiculty in finding a, 
595; power to remove deposits, 714; 
reasons for removal of deposits, 731; re- 
port on Bank, 643 ; report on removal of 
deposits, 715, 716, 717. 

Treaty, obligations disregarded by nations, 
485 ; with Enssia, 419, 420. 

Trimble, William A., 307, 30 771. 

“Trio,” 416. 

Trist, Nicholas P-, 345, 349, 441, 580. 

Trist, Mrs. Nicholas P., 349. 

Troup, George McIntosh, 415, 416; toast, 
416. 

Tucker, Henry St. George, 300, SOOn, 412. 

Tyler, John, 124, 208, 454, 454n, 671, 677, 
756; opposition to removal of deposits 
and to the Bank, 766, 766ji; vote against 
the Force Bill, 710?2. 

U. 

Union, sustaining of, 416. 

Union Bank of Maryland, 644; Secretary 
of Treasury charged with being a stock- 


with West Ipdies, 522, 5227 
tern of government comparec 
lish, 480, 481, 482, 483; ti 
ceived from England, 486, 
treatment received from Fran 
United States Telegraph (The 
384, 398, 399, 506, 512, 51- 
533 ; Article in, 3SG. 
University, National, 195. 
University of Virginia, presider 

V. 


Vail, Aaron, 445. 

Van Alen, Johannes, lOfi. 

Van Buren, Abraham, 10. 

Van Buren, Catalynje Martense 
Van Buren, Cornells Maessen, 1 
Van Buren, John, 109, 196, 4C 
Van Buren, Marten, 10, lOn, 
Van Buren, Martin (grandfath 
Van Buren, Martin, abandons 
presidency, 446, 447; absei 
Jackson, 508; absence fron 
Woolens bill vote, 169 ; absen 
ate as Vice President, 673 
wealthy, 56 ; acquires Van N 
Kinderhook, 17; action on 
ination as Secretary of State, 
to arouse opposition to Swa 
pointment, 263; address on d 
ton, 166, 16671, 167 ; address 
nomination of Tompkins anc 
4771; address to Senate in Yc 
debate, 774, 775, 776; ad 
392 ; on admission of Missou 
admitted to bar, 13; advice 
message, 546; advice on ha 
t fication proclamation in Nev 
lature, 549 ; advised to dec! 
meat as Secretary of State 
Albany resolutions, 50, 51, 
alliance with England, 485, 4 
aids McLane, 609, 610, 615- 
Bank situation, 636, 637, 6 
of claim of ‘Webster’s aid 
709; analysis of McLane’s 
617 ; analysis of New York p« 
tion, 162; analysis of woi 
public mind, 168 ; answer of 
to governor’s speech, 53, 5 
meiit as attorney general o1 
96, 224; appointed Minister 



■iiipf to ; attc'nd.s 

iT 170. 

(»: toward Uank, ao, 4*1; on tho 
hr r. S., is t, IS la ; on a Hank 
Sriuiir, I'M ; on hankni])! law, 
on Krir <‘an:il, SI, S ta, Sf); to- 
<h‘rnliNts, SSa ; on protrsl of 
j'nt'f, (Iia; in Jackson i’nlhoim 
l>?d; on Missouri <J*uoKtion, Od, 
(olilical pairoinua* apiK)lutm<*nts, 

; on slavery, i:n;, i:;7, i:*s ; t<s 

r or isi'j, :m, ;it, 41 , 4s. 
in nuUUc*H p<*rsonal lioiu'sty, Col ; 
at parly fooling should not. Inthi- 
Iku policy, hilt: htdi<‘r in tin* p(*o- 
, IP. :i4, nii, TiUP, C7S, 772 ; Ihdl’s 
V with, 22Ca : hosIcKcd by of^ 
.icTH, 2Cl bnuik with Clintoii, 

, 47, 4H, KM ; break with 

-m, 47, 4H^; brief on Internal Iin- 
'Utc, CHt. C2l ; t’ahliud dinin'r, 
P, C5f>, TTib ; ('aldnct r<*('(‘ptlon, 

: cidl on .1. Q. Adams, 2(*4>; caiuH" 
r attorney Kcm'ral of N. V,. CS, 
CP, 7th 71 : cnndhlalr for State 
2P, :hh PI. :V2 ; Candidat(‘ for U. S. 

•, lt>4. U)la; candidnb' for Vice 
at, r.s4. hsri. nsc, bs7, css, r>sp, 
t ; enrrh'H pintols, Ttll, 7<I2 ; <*har|.p> 

I commitfnllHin ncalind, IPC, 1P7, 
PHa ; chnri^ed with fispiriim^ (o 
•ncy. PPh, ;tPP ; irharKcd wUh ptir 
»f Kold hpoonn for the Whiles House, 
'7«t : rhiirKe<i with uulhorHldp of 
{1I«‘ \ct»» mcHHage, CPP; <‘harK<‘H 

1. 25, pee, PUT, pes, pse, psi, ph 4, 
He, PH7, PSP, PP7 ; character ski‘t<’h 
in Uuiidcdph of RoanoUe, 42e, 427, 
12P, 4rM). 4PI ; (Pay's vinit to, 5P4, 
roinmtmrrnnud of his (enn ns rrcHl- 
of thr Sotmte, eTP, (174 : comparcH 
ant! Knjdlsh Kevernmenfa! systimiH, 
4H1, 4H2, 4HP, 4P2, 4PP; c<»ndu(4. 
cHidhu^ nltle«‘r of the Sennt<‘, TPS; 
•nmtlon an Minister to Mni4land re 
by Sena to, 27P, PPb, PIMI, 452, 454, 
45C, 457, r»bp, 511, 512, 51P, 5P1, 
540, 5H4, 585. 5H7, 5P0, 591. 748, 
757; t’oiiHlderatloiiH In favor of np- 
(meat id' UttfnH KIuk’* tpamphlet I, 

.; eonsldera resIdnlnK an Secretary 
tate, 252, 200, 257; on (’oiml It ut lon'H 
ied powerM, 297, 298; controversy 
(’hamadlor Kent, 58, 50; <‘onvcr 
m with Aaron Burr, 400; <'oopera 
with (’nihoun to eleid Jacknon, 514 ; 
dy couvention delcKutc, IP, 14 ; 
He on Internal Improvt'im'nls, .*115, 
: rourne In N. V, (NmatHutlonal (’on 
ion, 112; eourse in Ib’eahlential ehn* 
in House <»f Rep*’<‘«<‘te» lives, l-lP, 
■ on t'umtierlaiid Road veto, 117; d(‘" 


d(‘fends Van Ness, 110, 111; on Delaware 
county circuit, 93, 94; delegate to N. Y. 
Constitutional Convention, 106; on 
dcunocracy’s struggle with monarchy, 485 ; 
<lenouuced for success in West India trade 
negotiation, 522, 524; deserted by 

Holmes, 756; describes debate in House 
of Ijords on Reform Bill, 460, 461; de¬ 
scribes Jefferson dinner at which nullifica¬ 
tion was launched, 414, 415, 416, 417; 
dIlT<‘rence. of opinion with McDane, 605 ; 
dimculty with Suydam, 27, 28 ; diplomatic 
activities, 452, 453; discourages succes¬ 
sion to Presidency, 398; discusses Web¬ 
ster’s dealings with the Bank, 778, 779, 
TSO, 781, 782; dissension with Jackson 
attempted by McLane, 569, 571; on 

IhiamCH selection as Secretary of the 
PhaaiHury, 598, 600; early politics, 15, 28, 
29, 30, PI, 32, 33; efforts to abolish im- 
prisonnumt for d(>ht, 212 ; efforts to ad¬ 
just millifleation difficulty, 541 ; effort to 
deal justly in autobiography, 367; efforts 
to Imluce Clay to run as Vice President 
with (’rawford, 065; efforts to reconcile 
Jaeksoii and .T. Q. Adams, 270, 271 ; an 
effort to trap, 772 ; elected Governor of 
N. V,, 220, 221; elected President of 
H. S., 225a, 510; elected Vice President, 
510, 518; elected to N. Y. Senate, 33, 73, 
224, 225; <‘leetion bets, 149; on election 
of Pr(*Kident in ITouse of Representatives, 
118; CHCorted to Capitol by Jackson on 
bis return from Mngland, 566; estimate 
<ff N- Y. political situation, 160, 161; 
faith ill Jackson’s frhmdship, 700; faith 
ill the people, 8, 9, 10, 34, 112, 509, 678, 
772 ; fals(‘ ri'ports about, 127 ; feeling re¬ 
garding Ped<‘ral tendencies in Jackson’s 
cabinet, 545, 640; first political office, 
28 ; first vote, 13, 15 ; friendship for Mc- 
Lau<‘, 601 ; friendship for Livingston, 
704 ; Governor of N. Y., 221, 225 ; guber¬ 
natorial canvass, 19; on Hamilton’s im¬ 
plied pow(‘rs of Constitution and internal 
Improvmmmts, 297, 298; handwriting, 

321 ; In Holland, 9, 10'; horse presented 
(o, 421, 422 ;hostility of McLane. 571, 572, 
573 : Idea of ixditical power, 447; idea of 
1h(‘ Rresideney, 447, 448 ; instructions for 
W(‘Ht India trade negotiations, 520, 521, 
52P, 524, 526, 629, 530, 53lw; on im¬ 
plied powiM’S of Constitution, 297, 29S; 
on rnt(‘ninl Improv(*ments, 117, 297, 298, 
315, 316; on politics of the Internal Im- 
provenuudH question, 309 ; intrigue 
against as Pr<‘sldent of S(mate, 672; in¬ 
vitation to Ciillioiin to dinner, 749, 750; 
Jackson’s opinion of, 12; Jackson’s plan 
(o (4('et as Vice Ih'esident and resign the 
Pr(‘Hl(l(‘iic.v in favor of, 506; Jackson’s 
remark to about the Bank, 625; Jackson’s 
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labor on instructions to U. mlniflt(n*s, 
272, 278; last visit to Monroe, 158; in 
law offices, 13, 14; b'ariis of M(*Liin('’s 
rosijxnatlon, 612; lepjal practici', 21, 2(), 
27; lonj?th of office as (Joveruor of N. Y., 
221; letters, 15a. 25, 13.S, 245, 245, 261. 
321, 330, 3G1, 361a, 304a, 4()7a, 500, 517, 
546, 55S, 563, 572, 57S. 5S0, 5S2, 50S. 
605, 60(>, 611, 6)00, 761 ; l»4ter on Mis¬ 
souri Qii(‘Htion, 100a ; hotter to Noah, 101, 
101a; letters to, 15a. 100a. 1S5, 186, 

186a, 107, lOS??, 245, 24S, 2r»3, 264, 321, 
;!22, 330, 331, 334, 346, 354, 3S5, 387, 

304a, 407'a, 423, 502, 503, 503a. 507, 

507a, 508a, 514, 516, 518, 5:i0a. 548, 

548a, 571, 575, 570, 583, 586, 505, 50<'), 
600, 601, 603, 604, 607, 610, 611, 614, 
615, 668, 705, 705a, 750; “Life of Van 
Bunui ” by IM'eKiuizh*, 5;i6a ; Livinj^ston 
lurid patruit eas(‘, 22, 23, 24, 26 ; loss of 
state votes, 225a ; M(*r 4 an<‘’s visit to, 570; 
t!u‘ “ Maj-dciau,’' 226a, 447 ; uuadinjj; with 
Olay, 557, 558; nuadhijj: with .Inckson, 
2:*)2; in<‘et.iu^’ with .lackson and Oninrty, 
671, 672; uuadinj; with \V(4)sit‘r, 567; on 
his “ Memoirs,” 3.4, 3.5 ; nu'ssayi'e to N. Y, 
le"isla t UT's 221; nu'lhod a<Iopt(Ml to r(‘- 
move diplomatic (‘orps’ wron^' impi’cssiou 
of Jackson, 2(}1, 262; militia hill (S. 
Y.), 56, 57; Mlnistia- to Knaland, 404, 
405, 530, 540; misi’ei)r<'s<*nte(l on re¬ 

moval of <l<‘poslts, 602; mistake' as to 
(Minton, 06; mistake's in nullille’ation 
proclamation, 548, 540; mollu'r ami 

fathe'r, 10; ne'j.;atIve's plan eif .lae'ksein’s 
re\sif;nin/jr the' Pre'side'iiey in his fnven-, HOei, 
507; on the' N<'W !'hu;lanel eharae'te'r, 710; 
on New Jersey plan, 118; In Ne-w York 
(M)nwlitiitional (Meiive'iitieen, 106; Ne'w 
York Senate ceiinmittt'e to answeT (lovew 
nor's sp(*<'eh, 41, 53; lirst anel last nom¬ 
ination for eiffice', 20; iu>mlnal<*<l feir )^o\‘■ 
(‘I'lior of New Yeerk, 225; nominate'd feer 
IM’e'sident, 225, 22<>; nomination as Mlie 
iste'i' 1e> iOiiM’land re'je'cte'el by the' .Se'nale', 
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325, 

305, 

:‘.06, 

453, 

454, 

455, 

456, 

•157, 

502, 

508, 

500, 

511. 

512, 

513. 

531, 

584, 

5S5, 

587, 

500, 

501, 

748, 

756, 
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nejiuinatieen re'je'ctcd because' of Maysvillei 
V(‘te), ;125; neeminee' fe>r Vice' Preslele'iit, 
503, 508. 500 ; on nullltle'atlon crisis, 558, 
rro 56.2 362)/ 5('.3 • elloflbTiK tn 


382 ; on TJvlnffst'on and Taze'well app 
nuMits, 251; of Mart'h, 701 ; of Ma 
book, 708. 700; of Monrex'. 121 ; oi 
lif«:ation to class, 461 ; e)f Palmer 
465, 406, 407; on patronajj;e‘, 

223, 44S; of Sir Robert Pe'<'l, 
e)f Poind(‘xt('r, 755, 701 ; on pol 
leatronn^e, 106, 223. 448; of Spe 
Roane', 126; of (pialitie's ne'ee'ssar^ 
political le'ade'rship, 460. 470; of 
Russe'I!, 477, 478; of tarItT as a peel 
qne'stiem, 555; of We'hste'r, 561. 71< 
\Ve'IUn,*jft.on, 462, 463 ; of Wusidimton, 
Opponents' In Senate', 673, 674, 
763.; opportunity for knowing tlu' 
about the' Pnnle* Se'sslon, 618; opptese 
Adams’ administ rat ieen, 102, p.is. 
oi>pe)se‘(l to Rank, 221, 222, 626; e>pi 
to (Minton, 7<>, 76a, ^7, 78, 03, KhM 
pose'd to eoalitleui of Jackson with 
ste'r, 678; oppeiscd to N. Y. Judie'inry 
108; oppose'el to Meenroe', 107 ; oppose 
Panama mission, 108, 200. 20l ; eepi 
to tarijT, 171 ; oppeise'd to vae*atiun' 
ciary offices by N, Y. Ponst11utlonal 
ve'ntion, no. Ill; oppei'iltlon to, 
517, 518, 510, 520, 526. 527, 

532. 581. 582. 583. 5S1. 5Se;. 58S, 
500, 5165 663. 756, 757, 768; pnmphl 
favor of M’onipkins, lol ; part in !• 
AITnlr, 310. 3 12, ;M3. 344, 315. 348. 
3.51. 352, 355, 3.61 ; p.irt In VVebste'r’ 
te'inpt te) re*5j;aln control in Senate*, 
pe'rsenml re'latlons with Palhoem, 5 13, 
515, 516, 53.1, 53.5, 710. 750, 753. ; p(‘i> 
re'l.atlons with (May. 531. 535, 568, 
667, 668, 660, 670; pe*rHonnl re'ln 
with Jae'kson, 232, 233. 242, 243. 
402, 403, 405, 506, 507; personal 
tions with McLanc, 573., 574. 575, 
577, 578. 570, 611, 613., 614, 615, 
617; pe-rsonal re'lation.'e wllli I»re*s|on. 
770; pc'rsemnl rt‘l;jl!on.s with Polnde 
751, 757. 758, 75t>, 7(;(K 761, 762; 
Nonal re'latlons with Ranelolph, 421, 
423, 426, 427, 420. .{3.0. 431 ; on pi 
118; plans pe)liti<*nl eejurse*. 4 18; p 
with Jackson f(»r Mclainc. 605; Poll 
te'r’s e'lTeert tee (pmrre'l wltli. 758, 
760, 761, 762; political eun'mii's, 
16, 18, 11). 21. 25, 26; pe)Htlcal la 
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of Ilandolph to Russia, 419, 427, i 
42S. 429; r(‘calls Eaton from Spain, 364; 
rorord ns j;(>v<‘n»or of N. Y., 221 ; recclvod 
by th<* Kinsj; and bis mluist<‘i', 448; recep¬ 
tion In Ho\is<‘ of Repr(‘H(*ntat ives on re¬ 
turn from Europ<\ HtJT, 568 ; reception 
In S<‘nato, 566, 568 ; r<H‘le(‘ted to Senate, 
1(55; roj^ard shown by Albany citizens 
for, 227 ; rejection by Senat(* vote, 454, 
454a, 532. 533; rejection, 539, 540, 584, 
587, 590, 591 ; r(*Jection fa Us to humiliate, 
457 ; relations witli B<‘rri(*n and Ilayne, 
216; sadatlon.s with Burr, 15; ladatlous 
with ('alhonu, 387, 389, 390, 391, 392, 
393, 394, 395; ladations with Clinton, 
149, 164, 165; relations with C!oox)er, 
160; ladatlons with the “ Hl^hminded 
Kedc'ralists,” 105; relations with Sir 
Robert InKlis, 482, 483; relations with 
(dmueellor lv<*nt, 62, 63) ; relations with 
Rufus Klim-, 100, iota, 105, 108, 130, 131, 
132, 141, 147, 154, 155; ndatioiis with 
Tnleoti. 173. 174, 17(>; ladations with 
’’raylor, 227, 228; r(4ati<)ns with Van 

11, 15, 17, IS, in ; relations with 
IVebster. 535, 536; ladatlons with Wrijjjbt, 
728; relnlions wKli Ya(<‘S, 113, 114, 146; 
rellJHjulshes all Ihoipdd of lh(' !h'<‘si- 
dejH'v. 5(^8; «ui removal of deposits, <>02; 
removal from N. Y. uttorm'y 
ship. 88, 92, 93, 94, 225 ; r<*u<nuinntion 
for 1‘re;.id<'ney, 3,93, 31>4 ; r(‘ply to <May 
in York memorial <lebat<‘. 772, 773; re- 
ouesled to suaft<‘st a S(‘er<4nry of th<‘ 
'^^e,n^;ury, 595; resljjjnntl<m ns <}ov<‘ruor 
<»f N, V., 227a; r<‘s!^imtlon as S<'<‘relnry 
of stal(% ;;<;2, 266, 2(*>7, 2 < 18 , 350, .356, 
398. .399. 400, 402. 403,, 404, 405, -lOt;, 
407, 423a; resolutions In Oivor of Tomp¬ 
kins nomination as (Jovismor, 99a; is*- 
Hponsibillty for political sharp i>ra<’tl<’e, 
73; ladulfnleH on Van Schaaek, 16; rt'- 
rlew of bank cnntrov<*rsy, 618, 619, 620, 
621. <522, <J23, 624, <136. 6.37, 638, 6.39, 
<>40; review.s his politi<*al <'ourH<', 44<1; 
tad urn hom<‘ from En;^land, 502, 503, 508, 
566; “ liisinK Sun" story, 199; sehool- 
Itikb 10. 12; self-anakVHls, 8, 9. 11. 12, 33, 
34. 447, 5<;8. 573, 574; in Senate, 111, 
113, 115, 128, 129. 396, 748. 749, 763; 
on Senuli' committees, 115; in S<>nnt<‘ as 
Vice Cresbbmt, 671, 672; ivn Senat<‘'s 


India trade, 511, 512; on the Woe 
bill, 170, 171, 172. 

Stay at Windsor Castle, 456, 457 ; s 
of Internal Improvements, 312 ; sub 
Y'ork memorial to l^ennsylvania sena* 
765 ; success in State poliMcs, 400, ^ 
successor to Jackson, 518 ; on suffragi 
striction, 112; suggested as Governo 
N. Y., 501 ; suggests abolishing N. Y. C 
cll of Appointments, 106, 107 ; sug| 
terms of expression of Jackson’s atti 
toward foreign countries to diplomat 
reception, 262 ; suggests Duane as 
inlssloner under the French treaty, 
suggests William B. Rochester as g( 
nor of N. Y., 162 ; supports Clinton 
38, 40, 41, 42, 76, 76«, 77, 89, 93, 
supports Crawford, 140 ; supports I* 
loan to U. S., 44 ; on Supreme Court, 
185; suspects Calhoun's nullificj 
scheme, 413, 414; sympathy of En 
on his rej<‘etion by Senate, 455, 
talk with Wright, 729 ; tariff conv 
lion with Calhoun, 409; thwarts 
ster, 672 ; title of “ Magician,” 226n, 
toasl at Nullification i)anqiiet, 416; t 
ing, IX, 12, 13 ; triumph over Senate, 
urged to become a P<Hleralist, 14, 
urged to hccoim^ Vice - l^reside 
nomiiu'e, 503, 508, 509; views cob 
with Jackson’s, 505. 

Visits: to Adams, 188; to and 
Olay, 153 ; to Crawford, 3G7, 368 ; to 
Eaton, 407, 408; to England (sec( 
474, 475 ; to Holland, 0, 10 ; to Jeffo 
182, 183, 184, 185, 18G, 187, 188; to' 
roe (last), 153; to Mount Vernon, 
to Richmond, Va., 126; to Talley] 
458; vote challenged, 144; vote on ' 
herland road, 315; vote on tariff, 
242; voyage to England as U. S. IVj 
t<‘r, 445, 440 ; warns against superfici 
12; W(‘bst(U’’s actions towards, 776, 
WehshT’H attack on, 704, 7G5; Wc 
refrains from attacking, 675; Webi 
hoHtllUy, 524, 525, 535, 536; willin 
to acc<‘pt Vlce-Pi*cskh*ntial nomint 
509. 

Van Buivn, Martin, jr., 9, 585. 

Van Uuren, Bl(4:er Martensc, lOa. 

V^an Buiaui Family, 0, 9a, 10, 10a; 
igratc to Anun-ica, 10; name, 10, 
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Murshtlol<l Hix'orh, 500; (‘x^IikUmI 
(U ill 7U; ; Kaiuniil 

n nHM'tin::. (‘.so, r>Sl), 0.05; f<>ar ol’ 
>. 754; llnancial (h'aliiu^s 

li r.ank, 77S. 770, 7S0, 7S1. 7S2 ; 
olvlahi place' ill ,la<'ksim’s I'uOIne't, 072; 
.filily to (May, <570, <5S0, (is-l ; inllu- 
•tnl !>.v ('urtls, r>;ir>, 557; liitliK'iKa's 
a Ii»‘n':s<'I}U'r, 152 ; hitiauleal aJlkuua' 
til jnrkse.ii. ('.SS, <5S‘k r.OO, (501, 007, 
•s, f’.OO, Too, Tot ; kno\vl<Ml} 4 (* of inOauical 
hllt-atatu of M<'K<‘n7<k‘’s hoak, 550 ; la<*k 
iulluriifc in S(‘nnt(\ 710; hauiarshli) in 
(Ilk r'liujuihoi, <501, <5<52, <5(55, (5(54 ; 1<'1- 
r (a. 52S ; LIviiiKHton’s ri'iiort <a, 705, 
lO ; nunnM'uvar wluai .larlcson vi.sU(*<l_ 
‘W IknOaial, (5S0. (500, (501, (502, <505, 
>2. 705; .MarslUk-hl siaa'cli, 40S, 400. 
10; aotninadem vote*, 500; NnllillcatI<ni 
’oclanindan an aUl (<», (5S() ; (tppoMldon 
1 (’hy’" itill for pacHicut hm <»f S<mUi 
arnliun, <570, <5S0, (551. (582, (585. 084, 
-55, i5‘.»0 ; pallia atTorta, 741; jiari In 
iTHta ln(riym' nyaiusl \'an livinai, (572 ; 
,'i;;.in>n for aflh’ial <li;4 inr( iem, 25S ; peT- 
nial apin'ahcuMions, <5S0, OS‘2, 0S5 ; p<‘r- 
>n.d rcladona with (May, 754, 755, 750; 
1i|l.!(l*'lphla nu'clianiaa eiistrass luanio 
ial. 75’7 : ritlHhum apaea-h. 001. 002, (505. 
Ot, 005. 000, 007, <508, TOO, 705; ixOitl 
ul luanoanVara, OSH, 005, 00 j ; pollde’nl 
alnflana widi (Ouy, 081, <582. 085, 080, 
;sT. OSS. <580, 004, (50(5, 008 , 000, TOO, 
TOO, 715; poUtiaal ataisa, (5S2, (504, 
508 ; po idan on South <'ll I'ol ina’s Hull- 
ah; ion, 5.>7 ; praparael artlah* on th<' 
»Van< Iinlia daula, 525; piH'Sliknit!a 1 uH’ 
Oration ., 0»55, OSS ; ({UoatioiMMl hy th(‘ 
Ihiha. 778, 770; roaklasanaan In fmanalal 
fuadai’o, 0(51 : n'fraina from hostility 
townnl Van dniani, (575 ; nOadona with 
i'liu, OOP. 002, <505 , 07 0; r'alndon.s witli 
1 hr'sfou, 715; laaaarkrJ on poi tpentinr: 
Sannia aonuatt (oa njipoinl niants. (57(5; on 
lainovnl of OapoMltH. 705; npaaah 5P';ainst 
Vori. inamorial, 7(50', sp<M*alta*!, 108, 400, 
500. 07(5, 080. (500, (501. (502. <505, (504. 
005, OOO. 007, (508. 7o<». 705; mi (arUT, 
Oils; f*!uartail h.v Van Panani. (»»2; uii' 
patrlotia apaeo'h on I-'ranali SpoHudoUH, 
271; Van duraiOs aiaadny with. 5(57; 
Van r.ur*'ti5'. opinion of, r»0d 7lo ; vlnil to 
Phltlla, 77t»: woHtarn Omr, OOO. (501. 005, 
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oxritomant caused in by Poindexter’s 
(’har,a’<'s of land frauds, 745, 74G. 

West Indies, Brit ish trad(‘ regulations, 521 : 
trad(' n<'j;odations. 251, 25(5, 272, 274, 
511, 522, 52il, 525, 520, 550; Jackson’s 
eo\U’S'‘ in, 527, 528 ; IMaLane’s instriic- 
tUins, 505 ; Van Buren’s Instructions, 
520, 521, 525, 524, 520, 520, 550, 551w; 
U. S. la'sumpdon of trade, 522, 522)i, 
527. 

W(‘stnion‘!an<I, Earl of, 450. 

Whallon, -, Van Bunui’s li'tter to, 25, 

Wharton’s Ein^est of International I.ua\v, 
00k. 

Wlu'aton, lliuiry, 14,5. 

Wiiijj; Party, 755; attitude toward nullifica¬ 
tion, 555; convention (1852) vott's, 500. 
5(l<)« ; use of Nulliticadon Prot'lainadon 
to atlMiipt a S(‘paradon of Van Bnran 
ami Jackson, 540. 

Whlirs, 124, 125; attmupt to make politi(‘<d 
capital out of Nutllticadon Proclamation, 
540; “ nijjfhnihuhsl Fi'deraUsts ” beconn\ 
108. 

White, Huj-h Lawson, 220k, .“,82, 582n, 505, 
074, 074n. 075, 077; (‘oalitlon with Cud 
houn, 22,5w; (leseM'ts Jackson, 220n ; <'K~ 
ans(*<l from vodiiH' on conimitti'c appoint 
maul r(*snlnt ion, 075; nomination for 
Pri'shlMit, 22(>a; Pr<‘sl(l<*ntial nominee', 
074 ; n ladeins with Ja<‘kson, 074 ; sp(*(*ah 
aealnsl, the Bank, 754. 

Wlilti' lIe>UH(', Freuiah furniture, 700; ji;old 
spoons, 700, 770. 

WleJchum, John, 250, 25011. 

Wilkin, John W.. 45. 

WllkliM, Martin S., 07, 08. 

Wilkins, Wliliani. 544k, 501, 507, 077, 705, 
705, 7<.0, 707 ; (h'sira- feir vies' pre'shhmay, 
584, 580, 500; failurt' to withdraw in 
favor of Van Bure'ii, 500; supports 
Jae'kseUl, 725. 

Williams, Daviel R., 508; h'tte'r, 518; letter 
le., 517. 

Williams, Elisha, 15, 21, 24, 25, 20, 27, 50, 
02, 02, 104, 401 ; h'Kai skill, 21, 22. 

Wliliams, Nathan. 82. 

Wilson, demry, 514, 514rr. 

Wirt, William, 201, 202, 205, 505, 455, 450, 
457, 458, 441 ; l(‘tt(T to, 441n. 

Woeul, 171. 

WexMllmry, L<‘vl, 201 k, 255, 2.50, 258, 250, 
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Wright, Silas, jr., 161, 163, 172, 503, 598, 
614, 677, 741, 743, 761, 765; asked to 
present administration’s side of Bank 
controversy, 730; character, 728; faith 
in the people, 625; letter to, 563, 564; 
relations with Van Buren, 728; speech 
against the Bank, 733; speech in support 
of the administration, 730; support of 
Jackson, 723, 729, 730 ; Webster’s reply 
to, 730, 733. 

Wythe, George, 186. 


Y. 

Yates, Henry, jr., 39n. 

Yates, John Van Ness, 148. 

Yates, Joseph C., 64, 75, 80, 8Qn, 102, 112, . 
113, 114, 145, 147, 147n, 148; message 


as governor, 146, 14 
mode of appointing eh 
147 ; relations with Vai 
115, 146; retirement, 
113. 

Yazoo frauds, 429. 

York County, Pa., attack 
course, 763, 777; charge 
ster by Bank, 77S ; Den 
763, 764, 760; 768, 769, 
in memorial from, 761 
770, 771, 772, 773, 

memorial sent to Van 
supports the President, 

Young, Samuel R., 57, 58, 
100, lOOn, 104w, 115, 1 



